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PRBFACK. 


HE  importance  of  placing  in  book  form  biographical  histor}'  of  representative 
citizens- both  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  value  to  coming  generations — 
is  admitted  by  all  thinking  people;  and  within  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a 
growing  interest  in  this  commendable  means  of  perpetuating  biography  and  family 
genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a  work  of  this  nature  needs 
no  assertion  at  our  hands;  for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans  has  said  that  the  history  of 
any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative 
citizens.  This  medium,  then,  serves  more  than  a  single  purpose;  while  it  perpetuates 
biograph}^  and  family  genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in 
no  other  way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemorative  Biographic.xl  Rfxord  to  its  patrons,  the 
publishers  have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encouragement  and  support  their 
enterprise  has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  in  enabling  them  to  surmount 
the  man}'  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  the  production  of  a  work  of  this 
character.  In  nearly  every  instance  the  material  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered 
from  those  immediately  interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for 
correction  and  revision.  The  volume,  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in 
the  hantls  of  the  public  with  the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
library,  as  well  as  an  invaluable  contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut. 
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ERRY,  MAJOR  GENERAL 
ALFRED  HOWE,  late  of 
the  United  States  Aniiy,  and 
a  resident  of  Xew  Haven., 
came  of  a  distinguislied  Hart- 
ford family  and  an  earl}' 
Connecticut  ancestry  promin- 
ent from  tlie  Colonial  period, 
while  he  himself  won  imper- 
ishable laurels  in  the  Civil 
War  and  was  especially  characterized  as  the  "'Hero 
of  Fort  Fisher.  ' 

Alfred  Flowe  Terry  was  born  Xov.  lo,  1827,  in 
Hartford,  son  of  Alfred  and  Clarissa  (Howe) 
Terry,  and  g-randson  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Terry,  and 
was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Samuel  Terry,  of  Spring-field,  Mass..  who  was  the 
first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America.  Samuel 
Terrv  was  a  mere  boy  at  the  time  of  his  emigra- 
tion. He  first  appeared  at  Springfield  inj  about 
1654,  and  afterward  removed  to  Enfield,  Conn. 
His  first  wife  was  Ann  Lobdel.  and  from  these  an- 
cestors Gen.  Alfred  FL  Terry's  line  of  descent  is 
through  Samuel  (2),  Ephraim,  Nathaniel,  Gen. 
Nathaniel  and  Alfred  Terry.  Among  the  Gen- 
eral's ancestors  of  other  names  were  many  prom- 
inent men  of  early  Colonial  days,  notably  Gov. 
William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth  Colony ;  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker.  William  Wadsworth  and  John 
Talcott.  three  of  the  fotmders  of  Hartford :  Rev. 
James  F'ierpont  and  Rev.  Noahdiah  Russell  of  Mid- 
dletown,  two  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College. 

(X)  Gen.  Nathaniel  Terry,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Terry  (i),  born  in  Enfield  Jan.  20,  176S,  married 
March  14,  1798,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Col.  Jere- 
miah Wadsworth,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  who  during 
the  Revolution  and  for  years  following  was  the  most 
prominent  man  of  the  town,  and  probably  the 
wealthiest.  He  was  commissary  general  of  the 
American  forces  for  a  time,  and  also  of  the  French 
forces.  He  shareil  largely  the  confidence  of  Gen. 
Washington,  and  under  his  roof  the  General  was 
entertained  when  he  came  East  with  Kno.x  and  La- 
Fayette  for  the  first  interview  with  Count  Roch- 
ambeau  and  .Admiral  Ternay.  Col.  Wadsworth 
was  a   member   of   the    State   convention   called   to 


ratify  the  Constitution  of  the  L'nited  States,  served 
si-x  years  in  Congress,  and  held  other  important 
and  honorable  offices. 

Gen.  Nathaniel  Terry  was  graduated  from  Yale 
in  1786,  became  a  law  student  of  Hon.  Jesse  R^ot, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1790.  His  pro- 
fessional life  covered  a  long  period,  from  1796  to 
1844,  ^"'^l  'le  practiced  first  in  Enfield  and  then  in 
Hartford;  was  a  representative  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature from  the  latter  place  for  twelve  sessions; 
was  judge  of  the  county  court  from  1807  to  1809; 
a  member  of  the  X\  th  Congress,  1817-19;  and  was 
mayor  of  Hartford  from  1824  to  1831.  F"rom  1819 
to  1828  he  was  president  of  the  Hartford  Bank. 
During  the  prolonged  infancy  of  the  Hartford  Eire 
Insurance  Co.,  from  1810  to  1835,  Gen.  Terry  was 
its  president. 

(\T)  Alfred  Terry,  son  of  Gen.  Nathaniel 
Terry,  and  the  father  of  Gen.  Alfred  Howe  Terry, 
was  born  July  28.  1802,  in  Hartford,  and  married, 
in  September,  1825,  Clarissa  Howe,  who  was  born 
July  2^,  1803,  daughter  of  Gen.  Hezekiah  and 
Sarah  (Townsend)  Howe,  of  New  Haven.  Mr. 
Terry  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1822,  studied 
law  in  Hartford,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and 
practiced  law  in  Hartford  until  1833,  when  he  re- 
moved to  New  Haven.  There  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  an  esteemed  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  the  community,  dying  Dec.  14,  i860.  His 
wife  survived  until  June  27,  1874. 

Gen.  Alfred  Flowe  Terry,  son  of  Alfred  Terry, 
was  educated  mainly  in  New  Haven,  studied  law 
at  Yale  Law  School,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  and 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  1S49.  From  1854  to 
i860  he  was  clerk  of  the  Superior  and  Supreme 
Courts  of  Connecticut.  An  innate  love  of  law  and 
order  led  him  to  connect  himself  with  the  State 
militia.  Having  joined  the  New  Haven  Grays 
when  quite  young,  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  the 
Flebellion  found  him  Colonel  of  th.o  2d  Regiment  of 
the  Connecticut  Militia.  In  response  to  the  Presi- 
dent's call  for  three  months'  vohmteers  he  ottered 
his  services,  and  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Bucking- 
ham Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Connecticut 
\'olunteer  Infantry.  He  and  his  regiment  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United   States  in 
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April,  i8()i.     On  arrival  at  Washin.ejton  the  regi-  [ 
ment  was  assigned  to  the   ist   Brigade    (Keye'sj, 
1st  Division  (Daniel  Tyler's),  of  McDowell's  army,  , 
operating  against   lieanregard  at   Manassas.      The   \ 
regiment   participated    in    the   battle   of    Bull    Run, 
Jime  2ist,  and  both  the  brigade  and  division  com- 
manders   make   special   mention    of    "the   gallantry 
and   good  conduct"  of  Terry  in  that  engagement. 
On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
2d   Connecticut   \'olunteers   the   governor   of   Con- 
necticut appointed   Terry  Colonel  of   the  /th   Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry,  then  organizing.  This 
regiment      was      assigned      to     the     3d      Brigade  [ 
(Wright's),    of    Gen.    W.    T.    Sherman's  Expedi- 
tionary Corps,  then  assembling  at  Annapolis.     The  | 
regiment  sailed  for  Hilton  Head  early  in  November, 
and  on  the  Sth  of  that  month  we  find  Terry  and  his 
regiment  making  a  reconnoissance  of  Hilton  Head  , 
Island,  of  which  tlie  commander  writes,  "I  have  to  : 
acknowledge   the    cordial    and    efficient   conduct   of  | 
Col.  Terry  in  carrying  out  the  object  of  the  recon- 
noissance."    We  next  find  him  with  his   regiment  ■ 
on  Tybee  Island,  actively  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Fort   Pulaski,   Ga.,   which  was   lireached   on   April   ; 
lith,   and   arrangements   were  being  made   for   an  | 
assault  when  the  garrison  surrendered.     Gen.  Gil- 
more,     in     speaking    of     these    operations,     says : 
"Throughout  the  siege  Col.  Alfred   H.  Terry,  7th 
Connecticut  \'olunteers,   and  Col.   J.   F.   Hall,   N. 
Y.  Engineers,   were  conspicuous   for  the  zeal   and 
perseverance  with  which  they  discharged  the  vari- 
ous duties  to  which  they  were  assigned."     The  dis- 
trict  commander,   Benham,   makes   special   mention 
of  the  regiment  as  follows :     "The  7th  Connecticut 
Regiment,  under  Col.  Terry,  very  ably  manned  the 
batteries   which   they   had    most    laboriously    con- 
structed,  so   that   I   designated    them    (as    I    was 
pleased  to  find  had  been,  unknown  to  me,  the  pre- 
vious selection  of  Gen.  Gilmore )    for  the  honor  of 
being  the  first   garrison   of  the  surrendered   fort." 
On  April  25th,  two  weeks  after  the  occupation  of 
Fort    Pulaski,   Terry    received   his    appointment   of 
Brigadier    General    of    United    States    \'olunteers. 
He  continued  on  duty  in  the  Southern  District  of 
the   Department   of  the   South   until   the   following 
October,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  comtmand  of 
the  United  States  forces  on  Hilton  Head  Island  and 
continued   to  exercise   that   command   until   July   5, 
1863.     During  this  period  there  were   various   re- 
connoissances,  the  principal  one  being  made  on  the 
22d  of  October,  against  the  railroad  of  Pocataligo. 
In  this  operation  Gen.  Terry  commanded  one  of  the 
two  brigades.     The  command  had  a  skirmish  with 
the  enemy  near  Pocataligo  in  which  it  lost  340  men 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

In  organizing  the  force  for  an  effort  against 
the  defences  of  Charleston,  in  July.  1863,  Gen. 
Terry  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  ist 
Division.  His  division  was  designated  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  Tames  Island,  by  way  of 
Stono  Inlet,  in  order  to  occupy  the  enemy  and  draw 


the  forces  from  Morris  Island,  against  which  the 
main  attack  was  to  be  made.  The  plan  succeeded, 
and  on  the  16th  Terry's  division  was  attacked  by 
a  very  superior  force,  which  was  driven  back. 
After  the  failure  of  the  second  assault  on  Tor: 
Wagner,  on  the  night  of  the  iSth  of  July,  Terry 
was  transferred  to  Morris  Island  and  assigned  tj 
the  command  of  all  the  forces  on  that  Island,  and 
the  work  of  gaining  possession  of  Fort  Wagner  l)y 
gradual  approaches  was  begun  at  once.  By  the  6th 
of  September  it  seemed  quite  practicable  to  take  the 
place,  and  orders  were  issued  and  the  troops  put  in 
position  for  a  third  assault  the  next  morning,  Sept. 
7th,  but  the  enemy  evacuated  the  place  during  the 
night. 

In  i\pril,  1864,  Gen.  Terry's  division  was  trans- 
ferred to  \'irginia  and  rendezvoused  at  Yorktown 
early  in  Jvlay.  The  loth  Corps  was  organized  a: 
that  place  and  moved  against  Richmond  by  way  of 
the  James  river.  Terry's  division  contained  the 
Connecticut  troops  of  the  Corps — the  6th.  7th  and 
loth  Regiments  and  Rockwell's  battery.  The  divis- 
ion had  its  first  opportunity  to  show  its  mettle  at 
Chester  Station.  On  the  morning  of  the  loth  of 
May,  while  the  division  was  engaged  in  destroying 
the  track  of  the  Richmond  &  Petersburg  railway, 
the  enemy  attacked  in  force  and  compelled  the  pro- 
tecting troops  to  give  ground,  but  the  commands  at 
work  were  promptly  formed  tip  and  by  a  gallant 
attack  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  with  loss.  The 
division  was  in  contact  with  the  enemy  until  the 
i6th,  when  it  took  an  important  part  in  the  battle 
of  Drury's  Blufif,  and  the  Corps  commander  re- 
ports that  "there  have  been  three  assaults  made  on 
Gen.  Terr}'s  front:  each  has  been  repulsed  hand- 
somely. The  assaults  were  in  force."  The  losses 
in  the  division  from  the  9th  to  the  i6th  are  given 
as  1,300.  In  August  Gen.  Terry  and  his  division 
formed  a  part  of  the  force  assembled  under  Gen. 
Hancock  at  Deep  Bottom,  for  an  effort  against  the 
works  around  Richmond  north  of  the  James  river. 
On  the  14th  the  division  carried  the  first  line  of 
intrenchments  in  front  of  Deep  Bottom,  capturing 
71  prisoners  and  six  guns.  On  the  i6th  Gen.  Terry 
led  the  assault  on  the  main  line  of  liie  enemy's 
works  near  Fussell's  Mills,  carried  the  works,  and 
captured  about  300  prisoners  and  six  battle  flags. 
Of  this  assault  Gen.  Hancock  savs.  in  his  report  of 
Nov.  12th,  that  Gen.  Birney  having  died  no  report 
of  the  loth  Corps  had  been  received,  but  "Gen 
Terry,  whose  division  led  the  assault  on  the  i6th. 
was  commended  for  his  gallantry  on  that  occasion." 
The  commendation  has  not  been  found  in  official 
publications,  but  it  is  evident  that  it  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  secure  Gen.  Terry  a  commission  as 
Major  General  by  brevet,  which  was  accompanied 
by  a  personal  letter  from  the  Secretary  cf  War, 
saying  that  he  had  earned  a  full  Major  General's 
commission  and  should  have  had  it  had  it  not  been 
that  the  number  of  that  grade  allowed  bv  law  was 
filled. 
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On  August  22d,  Gen.  Terry  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  division  to  the  lines  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg and  relieve  the  iSth  Corps.  He  remained 
there  until  the  24th  of  September,  when  the  loth 
Corps  was  assembled  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
James  at  Deep  Bottom  for  an  offensive  movement 
against  Richmond.  Gen.  Terry  and  his  division 
were  engaged  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Harrison  and 
the  New  5larkct  road,  on  the  29111  of  September. 
On  the  7th  of  October  he  repulsed  a  vigorous  as- 
sault made  by  Picket's  command.  On  Oct.  lOth 
Gen.  Terry  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
loth  Corps,  which  on  the  13th  attacked  the  enemy 
on  the  Darbytown  road,  where  they  were  found 
in  force  and  were  driven  from  their  first  line  back 
to  their  main  line  of  defences.  On  Oct.  27th  the^ 
loth  Corps  pushed  out  the  Darbytown  road  and 
extended  the  right  to  the  Charles  City  road,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  back. 

After  the  failure  of  the  first  effort  against  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  other  defences  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  river.  North  Carolina.  Gen.  Terry  was  select- 
ed to  lead  a  second  eftort.  In  referring  to  this 
Gen.  Grant  states  in  his  report:  "This  time  I  se- 
lected Brevet  ^klajor  General  (now  Major  General) 
A.  H.  Terry  to  command  this  expedition.  The 
troops  composing  it  consisted  of  the  same  that  com- 
posed the  former,  with  the  addition  of  a  small  bri- 
gade numbering  about  1.500  men  and  a  small  siege 
train.  The  latter  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
land.  *  *  *  It  will  be  seen  that  the  instruc- 
tions did  not  differ  from  those  given  for  the  first 
expedition  and  that  in  neither  instance  was  there 
an  order  to  assault  Fort  Fisher.  *  *  *  Qj^ 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  January  the  Fort  was 
assaulted  and  after  most  desperate  fighting  was 
captured,  with  its  entire  garrison  and  armament. 
Tnus  was  secured  by  the  combined  eft'orts  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  one  of  the  most  important  suc- 
cesses of  the  war."  This  important  success  was  not 
secured,  however,  without  much  thought  and  labor 
on  the  part  of  the  commander.  Seventy-two  hours 
without  sleep — busy  engaged  in  safelv-disembark- 
ing  his  command  between  Fisher  and  its  garrison, 
and  the  covering  command,  which  was  located  at 
Sugar  Loaf,  under  Gen.  Hoke  (an  officer  of  long 
experience  and  of  acknowledged  resolution  and 
vigor)  ;  in  finding  a  suitable  line  across  from  the 
sea  to  Cape  F'ear  river,  for  defending  his  rear 
against  Hoke  with  a  greatb"  inferior  force,  while 
Fort  F"isher  was  attacked  with  the  other  troops  of 
his  command ;  in  making  a  close  reconnoissance  of 
.Fort  Fisher  and  its  surroundings,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine what  course  of  action  he  would  pursue;  in 
arranging  with  Admiral  Porter  for  a  joint  attack, 
and  finally  for  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  fort 
and  its  garrison.  The  success  was  great,  but  the 
personal  efforts  made  by  the  commander  in  order 
to  secure  that  success  entitle  him  to  the  high  esteem 
of  his  countrymen.    That  the  authorities  of  the  time 


thought    highly    of    the    resolution   and    vigor    dis- 
played b)'  Gen.  Terry  on  that  occasion  is  clearly 
shown  in  the  despatches.     The  Secretary  of  War, 
who  was  returning  to  Washington  from  a  visit  to 
Gen.    Sherman,   at   Savannah,   Ga.,   called    at    the 
mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river  on  the  day  after  the 
I  taking  of  Fort  Fisher.     He  informied   Gen.  Terry 
j  then  and  there  that  he  would  secure  his  appoint- 
I  ment  as  Brigadier-General  in  the  regular  army  on 
j  his   return  to  Washington,  and  a   Major-General's 
I  appointment  in  the  volunteer  service  if  there  was 
a  vacancy  in  that  grade.     r>efore  sailing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  sent  ashore  the  following  letter: 

Steamer  S.   R.  Sp.\ldixg. 
Off  Fort  Fisher.  Jan.  16,  1863. 
Major  General  Terry. 

Ccinip.andi>ig: 
I  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  name  of  the  President, 

congratulates  you  and  tlie  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  of 
I  your  command,  and  tenders  you  thanks  for  the  valor  and 
j  skill  displayed  in  your  part  of  the  great  achievement  in 
j  the  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  and  in  its  assault  and 
i  capture.  The  comhined  operations  of  the  squadron  under 
j  command  of  Rear  .\dmiral  Porter  and  your  forces  de- 
j  serve  and  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  and  will 
]   be  held  in  admiration  throughout  the  world  as  a  proof  of 

the  Naval  and  Military  powers  of  the  United  States. 
j  Edwin'  M.  St.\nton'. 

Secretary  of  War. 

i  On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the 
place.  Gen.  Grant  wrote  as  follows : 

:  City  Point,  Va.,  J.\s.  17,  1865. 

;   Kox.  E.  M.  St.\nton'. 

Secretary  of  H'ar. 
i  The    following   official    dispatch    from    Brevet    Major 

1  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  commanding  the  land  forces  against 
Fort  Fisher,  announcing  the  capture  by  the  united  valor 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  is  just  received.  I  have  ordered 
1  salute  of  100  guns  to  be  fired  by  each  army  here  in  honor 
of  their  great  triumph. 

U.  S.  Gr.'^xt. 
Lieut.  General. 

The  following  letter  is  of  the  same  date. 

City  Point,  V.\.,  J.ks.  17.  1S65. 

Ho.\,  E.  M.  St.\xton'. 
;  Secretary  of  War: 

\  .\s   a   substantial   recognition   of  the   bravery   of  both 

I    officer?  and   men   in  the  capture  of  Fort   Fisher,   and  the 
1    important    service    thereby    rendered    their    country,    I    do 

most  respectfully  recommend  Brevet  Major  General  AI- 
I  fred  H.  Terry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  their  commanding  officer, 
i    for  appointment  as  Brigadier  General  in  the  regular  army. 

U.  S.  Grant. 
I  Lieut.  General. 

1  City  Point,  Va.,  Jan.  18,  1S65. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  IVar: 
'  The    confirmation    of    Thomas    and    Sheridan    to    the 

i  rank  of  Major  General  in  the  regular  army  makes  two 
vacancies.     I  hope  General  Terrj-  will  get  one  of  these. 

U.S.  Grant. 
Lieut.  General. 

\         Rear  Admiral  Porter  wrote  as  follows : 
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NoKTu  Atlantic  Squadron', 
U.  S.  Flag  Shii'  Malvern'. 
Off  Smithville,  \.  C,  January  jo,  1S65. 
Sir:  I  have  bctn  so  imich  plcnscd  uiih  GciKral 
Terry,  and  llio  luaiiiior  in  which  he  has  conducted  his  part 
of  the  operations  licrc,  thai  I  deem  it  worlliy  of  a  special 
despatch  to  express  what  I  feel.  General'  Terry  is,  no 
doubt,  well  known  to  his  associates  in  the  field  who  have 
served  with  him,  and  to  the  lieutenant  general,  who  se- 
lected him  for  the  service,  but  the  American  people  should 
know  and  feel  the  very  great  service  he  has  rendered 
them  by  his  most  admirable  assault  on  these  trciuendous 
works.  Young,  brave  and  unassuming,  he  bears  his  suc- 
cess with  the  modesty  of  a  true  soldier,  and  is  willing  to 
give  credit'  to  those  who  shared  with  him  the  perils  of  the 
assault.  Xo  one  could  form  the  slightest  conception  of 
these  works,  their  magnitude,  strength  and  extent,  who 
had  not  seen  them,  and  General  W'liiting  (the  founder) 
nuist  have  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  durability  of  the 
Confederacy  when  he  expended  so  many  years'  labor  on 
•  them. 

The  result  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  the  fall  of 
all  the  surrounding  works  in  and  near  this  place.  F^irt 
Caswell,  a  large  work  at  the  West  iidet.  mounting  twenty- 
nine  guns,  ali  the  works  on  Smith's  island,  the  works  be- 
tween Caswell  and  Smithville,  up  to  battery  on  Reeves's 
Point,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river — in  all  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  guns  falling  into  our  hands;  two  steainers 
were  burnt  or  blown  up,  and  there  never  was  so  clean  a 
scoop  made  anywhere. 

A  timid  man  would  have  hesitated  to  attack  these 
works  by  assault,  no  matter  what  assistance  he  may  have 
had  from  other  quarters,  but  General  Terrj-  never  for  an 
instant  hesitated ;  and  thougli  I  feel  somewhat  flattered 
at  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  my  judgment,  I  am  Quite 
ready  to  believe  that  he  acted  on  his  own  ideas  of  what  • 
was  proper  to  be  done  in  the  matter,  and  was  perfectly 
qualified  to  judge  without  the  advice  of  anyone.  Through- 
out this  aft'air  his  conduct  has  been  marked  by  the  greatest 
desire  to  be  successful,  not  for  the  sake  of  personal  con- 
siderations, but  for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  all  alike 
engaged. 

I  don't  know  that  I  ever  met  an  officer  who  so  com- 
pletely gained  my  esteem  and  admiration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi-    ' 
ent  servant, 

David  D.   Porter. 
Rear  Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wells,  ^  ' 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  i 

On  arrival  at  Washington  '\\x.  Stanton  found 
that  he  could  grant  the  appointment  of  Brigailier 
General  in  the  regular  army,  but  there  was  no  va- 
cancy in  the  grade  of  Major  General  of  X'olunteers. 
Under  the  circumstances,  and  recognizing  the 
merits  of  the  case,  America's  greatest  President 
added  one  to  the  list  of  Major  Generals  of  X'olun- 
teers, by  appointing  General  Terry  a  Provisional  , 
Major  General,  so  far  as  known  the  only  instance 
of  the  kind  that  occurred  during  the  war  of  the  j 
great  Rebellion.  Congress,  not  to  be  outdone  in 
acknowledging  the  gallant  deeds  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  Republic,  passed  a  resolution,  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  Jan.  24,  1S65,  extending 
the  thanks  of  the  Nation  to  Gen.  Terry,  his  officers 
and    soldiers,    in    the    following    language: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  Congre-s 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brevet  Major  General  .Mfred  It. 
Terry  and  the  officers  and  men   under  his  command,   for    . 


:   the  unsurpassed  gallantry  and   .skill  exhibited   by  them   in 

I  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant  and  decisive 
victory  by  which  that  imjiortant  work  lias  been  captured 
frcMU  the  Rebel  forces,  and  i)!aced  in  the  possession  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and  for  their 
long  and  faithful  services  and  unswerving  devotion  to  the 

i  cause  of  the  country,  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties and  dangers. 

;  _  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Pre=idcnt  of  the 
Lnited  States  be  and  hereljy  is  recpiestcd  to  connnunicale 
this  resolution  to  General  Terry,  and  through  him  to  the 

:   officers  and   men   under   his   command. 

I  Schuyler  Colfax. 

'  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

W.  Hamlin. 

I    ]'ice-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the 

!  Senate. 

Approved  Jan.  24th,  1SC5. 

!  AuKAHA.M  Lincoln. 

Of  the  hundreds  of  general  officers  of  volun- 
teers connnissioned  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
who  had  not  had  previous  service  in  the  regular 
army,  Gen.  Terry's  was  the  unique  instance  in 
which  a  general  officer's  commission  in  the  regular 
establishment  was  given. 

In  the  operations  against  Wilmington,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S65,  Gen.  Terry  commanded  the  forces 
operating  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  river, 
and  was  commissionevi  a  Urcvet  Major  General  in 
the  United  States  Army  for  these  operations.  On 
the  27th  of  March  the  10th  Corps  \vas  reorganized 
and  Gen.  Terry  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  it. 
The  loth  Corps  moved  on  Goldsboro  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  this  junc- 
tion destroyed  the  last  hope  of  effectual  resistance 
in  the  army  of  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  the 
great  Rebellion  was  ended. 

Immediately  after  hostilities  ceased.  Gen.  Terrv 
took  a  leave  of  absence  and  returned  to  Xew  Haven, 
and  was  making  arrangements  to  resume  the  pro- 
fession of  his  choice — tlie  law — when  he  received 
the  following  telegram : 

Adjutant  General's  Office. 
Washington,  June  8,  1S65. 
Major  General  A.  H.  Terry. 

AVti.'  Haven,  Conn. 
The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  see  you  here.     Ac- 
knowledge receipt. 

E.   D.   Town  send. 
Asst.  Adjt.  Genl. 

This  innocetit-looking  despatch  of  only  a  line 
resulted  in  changing  the  whole  course  of  Gen. 
Terry's  after  life.  On  reporting  to  the  great  War 
Secretary,  with  his  traveling  bag  in  hand,  he  was 
urged  to  go  to  Richmond  and  take  hold  of  the  helm 
there,  and  so  urgent  was  the  Secretarv  that  the  in-  . 
terests  of  the  public  demanded  his  services  there, 
that  he  at  once  gave  up  all  his  cherished  personal 
plans  and  brilliant  pros]iects  in  civil  life,  and  again 
gave  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country.  On  ar- 
riving at  Richmond  he  assumed  command  of  the 
Department  of  \"irginia,  which  he  held  tintil  Aii- 
gust,    i8('y3,    having   in    the    meantime    straightened 
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out  the  laiitific  into  which  the  civil  affairs  of  that 
State  hail  lalleii.  The  following:  letter  fro:u  Sec- 
rctarv  Stanton  acconi])aniefl  the  order  relieving 
Gen.  Terry  Irmii   this  conniiand  : 

W'ak  Department. 
Washixgtox  Citv, 
Aug.  i8.  iS66. 
Gexf.ral: — In    relieving    you    from    command    of   the 
Department  of  \'irginia  and  assigning  yiju  to  another  post 
of  duty  of  imporlance  and  high  respon.-ihility  in  the  West- 
ern territories,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  express  the  cordial 
approval   of  this   Department  of  your  conduct  during  the 
whole  period  in  wliich  you  have  been  in  the  military  serv- 
ice of  the  country.      Your  gallantry  and   skill  as  a   com- 
mander in  the  field  have  already  received  tlie  testimonials 
of   your   official    superiors   and    the    universal    appro'iaiion 
of  the  country.     Your  ability,  integrity  and  wisdom  in  the 
administration  of  the  Department  of  \'irginia  have  been 
equally   entitled    to    commendation    and    distinguished    for 
success  under  the  most  embarrassing  circumstances.     To 
this  official  testimonial,  so  highly  merited,  I  am_  happy  to 
add  the  assurance  of  my  personal  esteem  and  friendship. 
Yours  truly, 

Edwin   i^f.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  U\ir. 
Brevet  Major  Gfnerai.  and  Ericaiher  General  Terry. 

In  the  Aiitunin  of  1866,  Gen.  Terry  assumed 
command  of  the  newly  created  Department  of  Da- 
kota, in  which  he  remained  until  ^larch,  1869, 
when  he  war.  assig'nod  to  the  comtnand  of  the  De- 
partment of  tlie  Souih,  where  trouble  v.as  found  i:i 
reorganizincr  the  civil  government  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  In  December  of  that  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  exercise  the  duties  of  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  District  of  Georgia,  as  defined  by  Act 
of  Congress,  approved  Dec.  22,  i86g.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1S72,  his  work  in  Georgia  completed,  he  was 
again  assigned  to  command  the  Department  of  Da- 
kota, which  conuuand  he  held  until  all  the  bands 
of  the  great  Sioux  tribe  were  brought  into  sub- 
jection. In  1868  he  was  a  member  of  the  special 
commission'  appointed  by  the  President  to  en- 
deavor to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  hos- 
tile Indians.  In  1875  he  was  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners appoiiUeil  by  the  President  to  endeavor  to 
secure  an  agreement  with  the  Sioux  tribe  for  the 
extinguishing  of  their  rights  to  the  Black  Hills  re- 
gion. In  1877  he  was  the  head  of  a  commission, 
appointed  by  the  President,  to  visit  the  hostile 
Sioux,  to  endeavor  to  arrange  terms  with  them,  in 
order  to  secure  their  return  to  the  United  States 
from  the  British  possessions  to  wdiich  his  troops 
had  driven  them. 

In  1872  Gen.  Terry  was  appointed  the  head  of 
the  Board  to  "determine  a  breech-loading  system 
of  muskets  and  carbines  for  the  militarv  service." 
In  1S78  he  was  one  of  the  Board  appointed  by  the 
President  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  case  of 
Major  General  Fitz  John  Porter.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  grade  of  Major  (leneral  March  t,. 
1886,  and  assicued  to  command  of  the  Militarv  Di- 
vision of  the  Missouri.  In  the  spring  of  1888  Gen. 
Terry  requested  that,   owing  to   failing  health,   he 


I  might  he  transferred  to  the  retired  list  of  the  army, 
I  and  was  so  transferred  .Ajiril  5tli  of  that  year.     In 
j  May   he   returned   to   Connecticut,   and   planned   to 
sjjcnd  his  remaining  years  in  New  Haven,  to  which 
i  he   was   much   attached.     After   settling  there,   his 
health   failed  rapidly,  and  he  d^ied  Dec.    16.   1890. 
The  following  order  issued  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, marks  the  close  of  a  life  of  unusual  purity 
and  devotion  to  dutv. 


General  Orders.  Xo,  142. 

HE.\DQU.ARTERS  OF  THE  .ARMY. 
Adjutant  General's  Office. 

Washington,  December  16.  1S90. 
order   has   been   received    from   llic 


j  I.    The   following 

I   \Var  Department : 
:  War  Department,    Washington,  December   /i^,  iSrjo. 

Orders  : 

It  is  with   sincere  sorrow  that  the   Secretary  of  War- 
announces  the  death  of  Major  General  Alfred  H.   Terry. 
;   U.    S.    Army    fretired).    which    occurred   at    his    home    in 
I   Xew  Haven,  Connecticut,  this  morning. 

General   Terry  was  one  of  the  most  gentle,  kind,  and 
brave  men  that  ever  served  his  country.     He  was  an  ideal 
'    soldier   and    gentleman,    wliose    Honest,    truthful,    and    up- 
!   right  life  gained  him  the  highest  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
!   him.     His  service  during  the  war   (commencing  as  colonel 
of  the  2d   Connecticut   Volunteers.   Mav  7.   1861  )    was   so 
uniformly    gallant   and    conspicuous,    whether    leading    his 
I    regiment  or  in  the  exercise  of  higher  command,  as  to  earn 
him  rapid  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  and 
'   major  general  of  volunteers  and  brigadier  general.  U.   S. 
Army;  the  two  latter  grades  conferred  on  him  for  the  as- 
,    sault   and   capture   of   Fort    Fisher.   January    15.    1S65.    for 
':    which  the  thanks  of  Congress   were  tendered  to  him  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command  "for  the  unsur- 
•   passed  gallantry  and  skill  p.xhibited  by  tliem  in  the  attack 
j    upon   Fort   Fisher   and   the   brilliant   and   decisive   victory 
I   by  which  that  important  work  has  been  captured  from  the 
I   rebel  forces  placed  in  the  possession  and  under  the  author- 
I   ity  of  the  United   States,  and  for  their   long  and   faithful 
I    service  and  unwavering  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  coun- 
!   try  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  ditficuhies  and  dangers." 
i  After  the  close  of  the  war.  General  Terry  was  success- 

ivelj-   in   command   of   the   Departments   of   \'irginia.    Da- 
kota, the  South,  and  again  Dakota,  and  performed  eminent 
service   as   a    member   of    important   boards   and    commis- 
sions.     He    was   appointed    major    general,    U.    S.    Army, 
1    March  3,  1S86.  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Divi- 
]    sion  of  the  Missouri,   which   he   held  until   April   5.    iSSS. 
when   he   was   retired   from  active   service   on   account   of 
I   disabilitv. 

1  ■  REDFIELD  PROCTOR. 

Secretary  of  IVar. 

II.    The   major  general   commanding  the  Division  of 
■   the  .Atlantic  will  give  the  necessary  order  tor  appropriate 
military  ceremonies  at  the  funeral. 

Upon  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  at   each 
military   post   thirteen   guns   will   be   fired   at   intervals   of 
I   one-half  hour,  commencing  at  8  o'clock  a.   m. 

By  Com. M AND  of  Major  General  Schofield. 

Adjutant  General. 

The  Xew  Haven  council  adopted  the  following 
resolutions  at  the  time  of  Gen.  Terry's  death : 

Whereas,  the  Court  of  Common  Council  in  common 
'    with  our  community  has  learned  v.ith  profound  sensibility 
of  the  death  of  Maj.  Gen.  .Mfred  Howe  Terry,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city, 

Kesohed.  That  in  the  death  of  Gen.  Terry  Xew  Haven 
i  mourns  the  loss  of  a  most  illustrious  citizen.    His  splendid 
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iiiilitaiy  ;ii-liic\  cnicnts  durini;  the  Civil  war.  liis  equally  im- 
porlant  aiul  not  less  liriiliant  services  in  statesmanship 
while  Military  Governor  in  the  Southern  States  durinji  the 
Reconstruction  Period,  and  his  subsequent  arduous  and  (h's- 
tinguished  career  in  connection  with  Indian  affairs  and 
hostilities  in  the  far  West,  have  made  his  name  forever 
conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  nation.  His  purity,  dig- 
nity, and  nobility  of  character,  iiis  unselfish  patriotism 
and  his  generous,  sincere  and  afifectionate  nature,  will  long 
endear  his  memory  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  well 
and  worthily  described  as  "the  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier  and 
a  gentleman." 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  the  importance  of 
this  event  in  our  city,  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  cause  the 
National  and  City  flags  to  fly  at  half-mast  until  after  the 
interment,  also  tc  have  the  bells  tolled  and  minute  guns 
fired  during  the  funeral  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Mayor.  President,  and  one  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Hoard  of  .\ldermen  and  the  President  and  two 
members  of  the  Board  of  Councilmen  be.  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed,  a  committee  to  take  such  other  suitable 
measures  with  regard  to  the  obsequies  of  General  Terry 
as  may  be  acceptable  to  his  family,  and  if  such  obsequies 
are  public  this  Court  of  Common  Council  will  attend  the 
same  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  That  these  Resolutions  be  entered  upon  the 
records  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  and  that  a  copy 
of  them,  suitably  engrossed,  be  presented  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased. 

Approved,  Dec.   i6,  1890. 

Henry  F.  Peck,  Mayor. 
Attest: 

Edw.«iRD  Downes,  City  Clerk. 


HON  ORVILLE  HITCHCOCK  PLATT, 
LL.  D.,  of  }kleriden,  lawyer  and  statesman,  now 
serving  his  fourth  term  as  United  States  senator 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  is  one  of  a  number 
of  distinguished  and  illustrious  sons  of  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut. 

The  Piatt  family  was  established  in  Xew  Hav- 
en county  in  163S,  when  (I)  Richard  Piatt,  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  his  wife  Mary,  with  their  four  children, 
landed  at  New  Haven.  He  was  one  of  the  sixty- 
six  who  formed  a  church  society  Aug.  22,  1639,  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  settle  at  Milford.  Of  liis  eight 
children,  the  third  (and  second  son),  (II)  Isaac 
Piatt,  was  enrolled  in  1C66  among  the  trfty-seven 
land  owners  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  where  he  had 
lived  probably  some  years.  He  was  recorder  there 
in  16S7.  In  iMilford  he  married  Phcebe  Smith, 
March  12,  1640,  and  more  than  twenty  years  later 
married,  at  Huntington,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jo- 
nas Wood.  He  was  captain  of  militia,  and  held 
every  office  of  consequence  in  the  town,  where  he 
died  July  31,  1691.  He  had  six  children,  of  whom 
the  eldest  son  and  second  child.  (Ill)  Jonas  Piatt. 
born  Aug.  16,  1667,  inarried  Sarah  Scudder.  and 
had  four  sons.  (IV)  Obadiah  Piatt,  the  eldest  of 
these,  purchased  lands  in  Fairfield  in  1724.  He 
married  Mary  Smith  Aug.  10.  1722,  and  had  eight 
children.  The  wife  and  mother  died  Xov.  16, 
1771,  at  Ridgcfield.  (\^)  Jonas  Piatt,  second  son 
and  third  child  of  Obadiah,  born  Oct.  9,  1727,  set- 
tled at  Redding,  where  he  was  married  Oct.  17, 
1747,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Sanford, 
of  that  place.     Both  were  admitted  church  members 


at  Redding  July  5,  1749.  They  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  the  eldest,  (  \  1  )  Joint  Piatt,  was  bajnizcd 
Feb.  5,  1752,  at  Redding.  iJoth  father  and  son 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and 
the  former  was  made  prisoner  in  the  Danbury  raid, 
in  April.  1777.  but  appeared  among  those  who 
marched  to  Fislikill  in  the  following  October,  to 
reinforce  Gen.  Putnam.  The  son  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Fort  Lee  Nov.  16.  1776.  On  July  7,  1775,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Parmle,  and  after  the  war  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Washington,  Conn.  Tlicir  chil- 
dren were:  John,  born  Feb.  21,  1776;  David.  Aug. 
31,  1778;  Ruth  Ann,  March  30,  1782;  Betsey,  May 
S.  1790:  Daniel  Gold  (or  Gould).  Julv  25.  1797. 
(MI)  Daniel  Gold  (or  Gould)  Piatt  manned  Al- 
myra  Hitchcock  Jan.  3.  1817,  and  they  had  children: 
Orville,  born  March  11,  1822,  who  died  in  1826; 
Orville  Hitchcock,  liorn  July  ig,  1827,  in  ^^'ashing- 
ton ;  and  Simeon  D.,  born  Feb.  12,  1832.  The  fa- 
ther died  Oct.  26,  1871.  He  and  his  wife  were  plain, 
unassuming,  good  farming  people  of  the  sturdy  Xew 
England  type,  in  whose  home  were  fostered  intelli- 
gence and  piety. 

Reared  amid  agricultural  pursuits  among  the 
hills  of  Litchfield,  the  ruggedness  and  grandeur  of 
which  no  doubt  gave  forth  inspiration,  Orville  H. 
Piatt  was  carefully  trained  and  started  in  the  right 
course  in  life.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  the  academy  in  later  years  known 
as  "The  Gunnery,''  after  its  principal,  Frederick  W. 
Gunn,  an  able  and  accomplished  teacher,  under 
v.'hose  personal  supervision  he  was  instructed  in  the 
higher  mathematics,  rhetoric  and  the  classics. 
Young  Piatt  remained  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
his  twentieth  year.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Gideon  H.  Hollister,  of  Litchfield, 
the  well-known  historian  and  able  lawyer,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1S49.  He  was  subsequently 
admitted  to  practice  at  Towanda.  Bradford  Co., 
Pa.,  and  spent  six  months  there  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Ulysses  ]\Iercur,  later  a  supreme  court  judge  of  that 
State.  Returning  to  Contiecticut  in  1851,  Mr.  Piatt 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  ^leriden.  and  has  since 
made  his  home  in  that  city.  Soon  after  settling  in 
^leriden  he  becaine  associate  editor  of  The  IVIiig, 
a.  paper  which  had  existence  for  about  three  years, 
and  the  experience  he  gained  in  that  capacity  has 
since  been  useful  to  him  in  many  ways. 

Mr.  Piatt's  splendid  abilities  first  received  recog- 
nition in  1853,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of  pro- 
bate by  his  townsmen,  and  he  continued  to  hold  that 
office  three  years.  In  1855-56  he  was  chosen  clerk 
of  the  Connecticut  Senate.  One  of  the  first  to  enlist 
under  the  standard  of  the  Republican  party  on  its 
organization,  in  1856.  he  took  a  very  active  part  in 
politics,  and  displayed  such  marked  aliility  that  in 
1857  he  was  nominated  on  the  State  ticket  for  the 
office  of  secretarv-  of  State,  was  elected,  and  served 
one  term.  In  1S61-62  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate.  In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the  Connecticut 
House  of  Representatives,  and  was  honored  by  be- 
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iiig  made  cliairmnn  of  the  Judiciary  committee.  This 
appointment  carried  with  it,  by  long  estabHshcd  cus- 
tom, tlie  leadership  of  the  party,  and  nohW  did  iie 
fuhill  the  trust  rc]josed  in  liim.  The  constitutional 
amendment  providing  for  the  extension  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  the  soldiers  in  the  field  was  passed 
by  the  Senate  bv  the  party  vote  of  eighteen  to  thre-e. 
In  the  House,  a  two-thirds  vote  beinci;-  necessary, 
it  received  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting;,  but  not  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected.  The  Speaker  decided  that  the 
amendment  was  not  carried.  Mr.  Piatt  appealed 
from  this  decision,  and  after  a  protracted  debate 
the  appeal  was  sustained,  and  thus  the  amendment 
was  adopted.  Five  years  later  he  was  again  chos- 
en to  represent  the  town  of  Meriden  in  that  branch 
of  the  General  Assembly.  At  the  beginning-  of  his 
latter  term  he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  presided  over  its  deliberations  with  wisdom  and 
impartiality.  \Mien  he  retired  from  the  Speaker's 
chair,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  he  was  known  and 
respected  throughout  the  State  as  one  of  its  purest 
and  ablest  officials,  one  whose  qualifications  for  leg- 
islative work  were  of  an  exceptionally  high  order, 
and  whose  brilliant  abilities,  energv'  and  influence 
it  was  eminently  desirable  to  retain  in  the  public 
service.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  and  in  the 
face  of  a  strong  party  sentiment  to  keep  him  in 
public  life,  Mr.  Piatt  retired  for  a  time  from  poli- 
tics, to  give  his  attention  more  fully  to  his  law  prac- 
tice, which  had  grown  to  very  extensive  pro- 
portions and  demanded  his  close  personal  super- 
vision. 

During  the  whose  period  of  the  Civil  war  Sena- 
tor Piatt  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  war  n:easures 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  was  untiring,  both 
as  an  officer  and  as  a  private  citizen,  in  aiding  the 
Union  cause.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  State's  at- 
torney for  New  Haven  county,  which  office  he  held 
until  1879,  ■\vhen  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature 
to  succeed  United  States  Senator  W.  H.  Barnum, 
Democrat,  who  had  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Orris  S.  Ferry,  Republican. 
At  this  election,  on  the  thirty-eighth  ballot,  out  of 
the  149  votes  cast,  Mr.  Piatt  received  ~6;  Gen.  Jos- 
eph R.  Hawlev,  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of 
the  State,  72;' and  :\Iarshall  Jewell,  i.  This  bal- 
lot proving  satisfactory,  the  nomination  of  'Mr.  Piatt 
was  on  motion  made  unanimous,  and  as  the  Re- 
publicans controlled  the  State  Legislature  he  was 
elected  Senator  of  the  United  States.  From  his 
earliest  manhood  Senator  Piatt  has  always  enjoyed 
the  most  implicit  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  Meri- 
den. When  his  election  became  known  they  gave 
him  an  enthusiastic  reception,  members  of  both"  po- 
litical parties  being  represented.  To  be  right  has 
always  been  the  leading  aspiration  of  the  Senator's 
life;  and,  in  response  to  some  kindly  words,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  emphasize  this 
characteristic:  "That  which  is  right  is  priceless  to 
me;  and  in  all  the  campaigns  and  achievements  of 


the  Republican  jjarty  in  which  I  have  participated 
I  have  never  steered  a  middle  course,  but  did  what 
I  thought  to  be  rig-ht."  A  friend  of  excellent  dis- 
crimination said  of  him  at  the  time,  and  the  words 
seem  almost  prophetic:  "Senator  J  Matt  carries  to 
the  Senate  independence  of  judgment,  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  political  history,  and  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  a  repub- 
lican form  of  governjuent.  We  greatly  mistake  if 
the  Senator  does  not  prove  to  be  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  serviceable  members  Connecticut  has  ever 
sent  to  the  honorable  bodv  to  which  he  is  accred- 
ited." 

In  1885,  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  as  a 
United  States  senator,  Mr.  Piatt  was  unanimouslv 
re-elected;  and  in  1891  and  iu  1S97  had  again  be- 
stowed upon  him  this  distinguished  honor.  It  can 
be  said  with  emphasis  that  his  every  otScial  act  has 
been  prompted  by  the  purest  patriotism,  and  has 
had  its  foundation  in  wisdom  and  honor.  The  onlv 
question  in  his  mind  before  taking  sides  upon  a 
public  issue  seems  to  be:  "Do  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  require  that  I  support  or  oppose  this 
measurer''  Senator  Piatt  is  a  terse  and  forceful 
speaker.  At  the  State  and  county  conventions  of 
his  party  he  has  been  called  to  preside  manv  times, 
and  his  services  in  such  relations  are  characterized 
by  ease  and  gracefulness.  He  was  elected  president 
of  the  Republican  State  Convention  held  at  Xew 
Haven  in  the  fall  of  1890.  and  spoke  at  length  on 
the  issues  of  the  hour.  His  services  as  a  speaker 
are  always  in  demand,  and  the  aunounceiuent  of  a 
speech  or  oration  from  him  is  sure  to  attract  a  large 
assemblage.  Of  his  speech  in  the  Senate  on  the 
Roach  case  the  New  York  Record  said :  "The  great 
speech  of  the  debate  was  made  by  Senator  Piatt  of 
Connecticut.  It  was  a  masterpiece  of  concise  state- 
ments and  irresistible  logic,  and  he  laid  before  the 
Senate  and  the  country  coldly  and  relentlessly  the 
damning  charges  which  had  been  made  against  the 
North  Dakota  senator  and  which  had  not  been  de- 
nied." The  New  York  Tribune  said :  "Senator 
Piatt's  arguments  were  conclusive  and  impregna- 
ble. They  left  the  Democrats  without  a  leg  to  stand 
on." 

Like  most  public  men.  Senator  Piatt  has  per- 
formed a  vast  amount  of  arduous  labor  for  which 
he  receives  no  credit  from  the  general  public.  Per- 
haps his  greatest  achievement  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  at  large  is  the  amendment  to  the  Cuban  Con- 
stitution, which  received  the  approval  of  Congress 
and  the  President,  and  is  now  an  integral  part  of 
the  organic  law  of  the  new  republic  established  on 
our  border  by  the  magnanimity  and  prestige  of  the 
greatest  of  the  world's  republics.  \\'ithout  resort- 
ing to  the  arts  of  the  practical  politician  Senator 
Piatt  has  attained  to  the  highest  legislative  rank  in 
the  Republic,  and  he  is  one  of  the  rare  examples  of 
marked  success,  professionally  and  politically,  to 
whose  record  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  known 
him  from  boyhood,  can  point  young  men,  and  with- 
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out  hesitation  invite  tlicm  to  make  it  a  study  for 
their  conduct  in  life. 

In  ])rivate  life  Mr.  Plait  holds  a  hi.<;li  jilace,  be- 
ing S'rcatly  respected  and  esteeaned  b\-  all  whose 
privilege  it  is  to  come  in  contact  with  him,  and  prob- 
ably no  man  in  Connecticut  enjoys  a  wider  or  more 
enduring;  popularity.  Without  show  or  ostentation 
he  has  done  much  as  a  promoter  of  Christian  and 
philanithropic  work. 

On  May  15,  1S50,  Senator  Piatt  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  Pull,  daughter  of  James  Perry  and  Ann 
(W'allis)  Pull,  of  Towanda,  Pa.,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  the  marriage,  James  Perry  and  Daniel 
Ciold.  The  latter  died  in  1S64,  aged  six  years.  The 
mother  died  in  November,  1893.  She  was  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Meriden,  and  was  ever  greatly  interested  and 
active  in  its  charities.  On  April  29,  1897,  Mr. 
Piatt  married  Jeannie  P.,  widow  of  George  A. 
Ilovt,  of  Stamford,  an<l  daughter  of  Truman  Smith, 
formerly  United  States  senator  from  Connecticut. 

HON.  LUZON  P.  MORRIS.  .In  the  death  of 
Gov.  Morris,  late  of  New  Haven,  Aug.  23,  1895, 
there  passed  awa)-  a  fine  type  of  citizen — a  life 
furnishing  an  example  of  what  one  may  accomplish 
by  phick,  energy  and  ambition,  a  type  of  manhood, 
too,  that  the  people  especially  delight  to  honor,  for 
•through  his  ambition  and  sheer  force  of  character, 
unaided  and  alone,  he  rose  from  a  lowly  station 
in  life  to  positions  of  distinction  and  eminence 
among  men. 

Gov.  Morris  was  born  April  16,  1827,  at  the  old 
Alorris  homestead  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  the  second 
son  of  Eli  Gould  and  Lydia  (Bennett)  Morris. 
For  generations  his  paternal  ancestors  had  been 
residents  of  Fairfield  county.  His  grandfather, 
great-grandfather  and  great-great-grandfather  all 
bore  the  name  of  Daniel,  and  a  striking  coincidence 
in  their  lives  was  that  all  lived  to  the  same  age, 
passing  three  score  and  ten.  These  ancestors  were, 
respectively,  Daniel  of  Bridgeport.  Daniel  (2),  born 
1715,  in  liridgeport,  married  (first)  in  1741  Sarah 
Mackhard,  who  died  in  1761.  He  died  in  1792. 
Daniel  (3),  born  in  1750,  in  Bridgeport,  married 
Mrs.  Mary  (Salter)  Burritt  (widow  of  Israel  Bur- 
ritt),  who  was  born  in  Antigua,  one  of  the  West 
Indies,  and  came  thence  to  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Daniel  Morris  (3)  located  in  Newtown,  and  later 
his  father,  Daniel  (2),  settled  there,  both  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits  at  what  is  known  as  Walk- 
ers Farms.  Tlie  son  was  active  in  local  aft'airs, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  town  in  his  dav. 

Eli  Gould  Morris,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  6,  178^  in  Newtown,  became  a  success- 
ful farmer,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  among  his 
associates  for  his  excellent  judgment.  In  1S19  he 
purchased  from  Mrs.  Curtis  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  son.  Hon.  Eh  J.  Morris.  His  religious 
connections  were  with  the  Baptist  Church.     Polit- 


ically he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  had  mar- 
ried, in  early  life,  Lydia  I'cnnett,  who  was  born 
Jmif  4,  1793,  (iaught(.'r  of  Tli;iddeus  Bennett,  of  the 
town  of  Trumbull.  .Mr.  Morris  died  Jan.  3,  1856, 
and  his  wife  survived  many  years,  i)assing  away 
July  2,  1879.  They  had  children  as  follows:  Eli 
J.,  born  in  1821,  married  in  1850  Jane  E.  Chambers. 
He  died  in  1901.  Luzon  P.,  late  of  New  Haven,  is 
the  subject  of  this  review.  Martha  J.,  born  in  1835, 
died  in   1877. 

Luzon   Burritt   .M(jrris  attended   for  a  time  tlie 
common  scliools  of  liis  neighljorliood  in  the  Berk- 
shire  District,   jiaving  among  others,  as   his   early 
teachers,   Peter  C.   C.   Warner  and   Charles  Beers. 
.At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  l)egan  to  shift  for  him- 
self, being  apj)renticed  to  a  blacksmith  at  Ro.xbury. 
and   later  he   worketl   in   the   edge   tool   factory  of 
Raymond  French,  in  Seymour.     Ambitious  for  an 
education,  he  saved  his  earnings  and  applied  them 
to  that  end.     He  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,   at   Suffield,   where   he   was   prepared   for 
college,    then    emtered    Yale,    and   'Wias    giraduated 
with  the  class  of   1854.     After  this  event  he  was 
prepared   for  the  profession  of  law,  ])artly   in  the 
Law  School  and  partly  in  an  office,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in   1856.     He  began  practice  in 
Seymour   and   at   once   engaged    in    political     life, 
identifying  himself  with  the  Democratic  partx'.     In 
1S55  and  1856  he  was  sent  as  a  representative  from 
the  town  of  Seymour  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  iS^y 
he  changed   his   residence   from   Seymour  to   New 
Haven,   having  been   appointed    judge   of   probate 
for   the   New    Haven    district,    to   which    office   he 
was  elected  si.x  times.     His  wide  experience  gained 
in  that   incumbency   was   the  cause   of   his   having 
been  made  chairman  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Legislature   to   revise   the   probate   laws   of 
the  State.     In  1870  he  represented  New  Haven  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1874  he  served  in  the  State 
Senate.     In  the  former  body  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Railroads,  and  in  the  latter  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  committee  and  also 
president  pro  tem.     He  was  returned  to  the  Lower 
House  in  1876.  also  in   1880  and   1881,  and  in  the 
last  two  sessions  was  active  in  the  discussions  on 
the  question  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States 
of  Coimecticut  and  New  York,  and  again  served 
on  the  Judiciary  committee  and  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on   incorporations.     The  commission   to 
which    the     boundary    line     dispute    was     re;_ferred 
agreed  to  fix  the  line  in  the  middle  of  the  Sound, 
a  decision  which  preserved  to  Connecticut  lands  of 
immense  value   to   the   oyster  producers   along  the 
coast.     Throughout  his  long  ijeriod  of  public  serv- 
ice Judge  Morris  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
legislation  and  administration,  and  his  exjierience, 
probitv  and   faithfulness   to  trust   commended  him 
for  an  influential  place  in  his  profession  and  in  the 
public  councils,  and  assuretl  to  him  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  without  regard  to  partisan  dif- 
!   ferences. 
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For  t\\  eiUy-fuc  years  or  more  before  his  deatli 
Judge  Morris  was  a  distinguished  nienil)er  of  the 
New  Haven  County  liar,  liis  practice  hein^-  largely 
connected  with  the  settlement  of  estates.  He  was 
known  as  a  clear-headed  and  conscientious  lawyer. 
As  the  agent  of  Daniel  Hand  judge  ^Morris  handled 
for  him  more  than  one  milliun  dollars,  and  was 
instrumental  in  estalilishing  the  Hand  Academy,  a-t 
JMadison,  Connecticut. 

Judge  Morris  along  in  the  'eighties  began  to 
be  talked  about  as  an  available  and  good  man  for 
governor,  and  in  i88S  he  was  placed  in  the  field  as 
candidate  C'f  the  ]_\'mocratic  party  for  that  high 
office.  He  received  at  the  election  following  a 
plurality  of  the  votes  cast,  but  not  a  majority,  which 
the  State  lequircs  to  elect,  and,  the  Legislature 
being  Republican,  his  competitor  was  chosen. 
Judge  Morris  was  again  a  candidate  at  the  next 
election  for  the  same  office,  and  although  he  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes,  as  shown  on  the  face 
of  the  returns,  he  was  restrained  from  assuming 
the  duties  of  the  oftlce  through  technicalities.  Again 
in  1892  he  was  for  the  third  time  a  candidate,  and 
won,  and  gave  the  State  one  of  the  best  admin- 
istrations it  ever  had.  His  career,  as  referred  to 
in  the  introduction  of  this  review,  was  one  of  his 
own  shaping  and  forging,  and  is  a  good  exemplifi- 
cation of  wliat  may  be  accomplished  in  this  coiuitry 
by  men  of  genius  and  perseverance.  For  years 
before  his  death  and  in  the  mature  years  of  his 
life  he  was  one  of  the  State's  most  trusted  coun- 
selors. For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  prom- 
inently connected  with  the  Connecticut  Savings 
Bank  of  Xew  Haven,  he  was  ever  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  schools  of  Xew  Haven,  an  interest  pro- 
ductive of  much  good.  He  served  on  the  Xew 
Haven  board  of  education  and  also  on  the  board 
at  Westville,  and  in  each  body  was  president. 

On  June  15.  1856,  Gov.  Morris  was  married 
to  Eugenia  L.  Tuttle.  who  was  born  Oct.  5,  1833, 
daughter  of  Lucius  and  Laura  Tuttle,  of  Seymour, 
Conn.,  and  to  the  union  came  six  children,  namely: 
Robert  Tuttle.  born  May  14,  1857,  a  practicing 
surgeon  in  X'ew  York;  Marv  S..  born  Dec.  r.  1S58, 
who  married  Charles  M.  Pratt,  of  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y. ;  Flelen  H..  born  ^Liy  12.  1863,  who  married 
Prof.  Arthur  T.  Hadley,  of  Yale  College:  Emily 
E.,  born  June  2fi.  i8(^-o:  Charles  Gould;  and  Ray. 
The  daughters  are  graduates  of  ^'■assar  and  the 
sons  of  Yale. 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Laura  (Tuttle)  Morris  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  eighth  generation  from  William 
Tuttle,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  who  came  to  Xew 
England  in  the  ship  "Planter"  in  1635.  He  was 
at  Boston,  then  became  one  of  the  planters  of  the 
Colonv  of  Xew  Haven,  his  name  appearing  of 
record  in  T673,  and  that  of  his  wife.  Elizabeth,  in 
16S4.  Mrs.  Morris"  line  of  descent  is  through 
Simon,  Tinioibv.  l':phraim,  Lucius,  Lucius  (2)  and 
Lucius  Tuttle   13). 

(H)    Simon    Tuttle.    son    of   William,   baptized 


in  1047,  in  Xew  Haven,  married  about  1679.  He 
removed  to  Wallingford  about  1O85,  and  died  in 
1719.     His  wife,  Abigail,  died  in  1722. 

(Hi)  Timotliy  Tuttle,  son  of  .Simon,  Ijorn  in 
16S2,  proiiably  in  Xew  Haven,  married  (first;  in 
1703  Thankful  Doolittle.  He  explored  the  coun- 
try, went  to  W  allinglord.  and  cleared  up  a  farm  in 
what  afterward  became  Chesliire.  In  1723  the  West 
Wallingford  District  was  made  a  Society.  Timothy 
Tuttle  was  chosen  moderator,  and  his  name  is  the 
first  on  the  records  of  the  town.  He  died  in  1756 
in  Cheshire.     His  first  wife  died  in  1728. 

(I\')  Ephraim  Tuttle,  son  of  Timothy,  born  in 
1710.  married  (second)  in  1734  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Ste])hen  Pangborn.  She  died  in  1756.  He  died 
in  Clieshire  in  1773. 

(V)  Lucius  Tuttle,  son  of  Ephraim.  born  in 
1749,  in  Cheshire,  married  in  1773  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Lieut.  Andrew  Hull.  She  died  in  1800,  and 
he  died  in  1846  in  Wolcott,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-seven  years.  For  seventy-two  years  he  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Cheshire.  He  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
community,  and  shared  largely  in  its  offices  and 
responsibilities.  Early  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion he  entered  the  service  of  his  country  as  a 
lieutenant,  was  at  Boston,  and  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island.  He  was  in  command  of  his  company, 
which  was  in  Col.  Baldwin's  Regiment,  in  1777,  at 
Fishkill-on-the-Hudson,  also  at  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne. 

(VI)  Lucius  Tuttle  (2).  son  of  Lieut.  Lucius, 
born  in  1776,  married  in  1802  Rebecca,  daughter 
of  Mark  Harrison,  a  descendant  of  Thomas,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Branford.  Mr.  Tuttle  settled 
in  Wolcott  in  1800,  and  died  there  in  1865.  His  wife 
died  in  1870.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  the  most  enterprising 
and  energetic  business  man  in  the  history  of  the 
town. 

(\TI)  Lucius  Tuttle  (3),  son  of  Lucius  (2), 
born  Sept.  17,  1805,  married  Oct.  i.  1829.  Laura 
Ann  Beiuiett.  He  died  April  13,  1858,  and  she  Dec. 
21,  1899. 

(VIII)  Eugenia  Laura  Tuttle,  daughter  of 
Lucius   (3),  became  the  wife  of  Luzon  B.  Morris. 

TAMES  HADLEY  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek 
at  Yale  and  Law  Lecturer  at  Han-ard.  was  horn  in 
Fairfield,  X.  Y.,  March  30.   1821.     After  complet- 
ing the  regular  course  at  the  Fairfield  Academy  he 
acted  as  an  assistant  there  for  some  time.  Entering 
:  the  Junior  class  at  Yale,  he  was  graduated  in  1842, 
I  receiving  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  course. 
{  and  subsequently  studied  theology.     From  Septem- 
I  ber.   1844,  to  April,   1845,  ^^  '^^'<'-''  tutor  in  mathe- 
j  niatics   at    MidiUebury    (\'t.)    College,   and   in   the 
I   fall   of  the   latter  year   returned   to   Yale  as   tutor 
I  in  Classical  History,  remaining  in  that  capacity  un- 
j  til    advanced    to     the    Assistant     Professorship    of 
I  Greek.     Succeeding  President  Theodore  D.  Wool- 
!  sev  as  full  Professor  in  i8;8,  he  retained  that  Chair 
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until  liis  death,  which  occurred  in  New  Haven 
Kov.  14,  i87_'.  I'rof.  liadley  also  lectured  in  the  ■ 
Law  DeparinK'iit  of  Vale  and  delivered  a  course 
of  lectures  at  the  Harvard  Law  School  in  1S70- 
71.  He  was  jjresident  of  the  American  Oriental 
Society  in  1870-71,  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Science  and  of  the  American  Philo- 
logical -Association,  and  served  upon  the  American 
Gommittce  for  the  revision  of  the  New  Testament. 
From  \\'esle}an  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws  in  1866.  Aside  from  the  distinction  he  ac- 
quired as  professor  and  lecturer  he  was  widely 
known  as  a  student  of  philology  and  as  a  coiv 
tributor  to  various  reviews. 

ARTHUR  TWINING  HADLEY,  LL.  D.,  thir- 
teenth president  of  Yale,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  April  23,  1856.  He  comes  of  an  Academic 
family.  His  grandfather,  James  Hadley,  was  pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  Fairfield  Medical  College, 
in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  His  father,  James  Had- 
ley, was  one  of  the  most  notable  of  Yale's  long  Ime 
of  notable  instructors.  His  memory  is  treasured 
with  feelings  of  woe  by  thousands  of  students 
throughout  this  country  who  have  struggled 
through  his  Greek  Grammar ;  though  as  a  teacher 
his  memory  is  honored  to-day  by  all  of  the  large 
number  of  Yale  students  who  came  under  his  ni- 
struction. 

Arthur  Twining  Hadley  fitted  for  college  at  the 
Hopkins  Grammar  School,  of  New  Haven,  and  en- 
tered Yale  in  1872.  He  graduated  in  1876,  A.  B.. 
being  the  valedictorian  of  his  class.  Though  one 
of  the  youngest  men  in  his  class  he  carried  off 
abundant  and  varied  honors,  taking  the  Woolsey 
and  Bristed  Scholarships,  one  of  the  Winthrop 
prizes  given  to  students  "most  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  Greek  and  Latin  Poets,"  the  Clark  Prize 
for  the  solution  of  astronomical  problems,  one'of  the 
Townsend  Prizes  for  English  Composition,  and  was 
also  a  junior  exhibition  speaker.  He  spent  a  year 
in  post-graduate  study  of  political  science  in  New 
Haven,  and  then  went  abroad  and  spent  two  years 
in  the  same  branch  of  study  at  the  L'niversity  of 
Berlin,  under  Wagner,  Treikche  and  Gneist,  also 
taking  up  history.  On  his  return  to  America  he 
was  given  a  tutorship  at  Yale,  and  continued  there 
in  that  capacity  until  1883,  teaching  various 
branches,  but  mainly  German.  During  the  ensuing 
three  years  he  was  University  Lecturer  on  Rail- 
road Administration,  contributing  during  this  peri- 
od a  series  of  articles  on  transportation  to  Lalor's 
Cyclopcedia  of  Political  Science,  and  part  of  the 
article  on  Railways  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica. 
In  1885  appeared  his  "Railway  Transportation; 
Its  History  and  Its  Laws,"  which  is  one  of  his  best 
known  works,  and  has  gone  through  translations 
into  French  and  Russian.  In  1886  Prof.  Hadlcv 
was  elected  by  the  corporation  to  the  Professorship 
of  Political  Science  in  the  Graduate  Department, 
which  he  held  until  his  election  to  the  Presidencv ; 


during  the  absence  of  Prof.  Sininicr  he  also  sub- 
stituted in  the  Academic  Department,  1.S9I-93.  He 
has  also  lectured  at  Harvard,  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  and  elsewhere.  Gov.  Har- 
rison, in  1885,  appointed  him  Commissioner  of 
Labor  Statistics  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
his  two  reports  in  this  capacity  are  marvels  of  re- 
search into  the  details  of  his  work. 

It  is  impossible  here  to  more  than  summarize 
Prof.  Hadlcy's  writings.  He  has  contributed  nu- 
merous articles  to  the  principal  magazines  of  the 
country,  and  had  an  article  in  Har{>cr's  Magazine 
for  April,  1894,  in  which  he  he  laid  stress  upon 
the  value  of  Yale  Democracy,  the  importance  of 
a  high  standard  of  scholarship,  antl  strict  adherence 
to  it,  and  the  utility  of  athletics  as  a  factor  in  Uni- 
versity life.  His  greatest  work,  "Economics:  An 
Account  of  the  Relation  between  Private  Property 
and  Public  \\'elfare,"  appeared  in  1S96,  and  is  in 
use  as  a  text-book  in  a  number  of  colleges.  He 
was  associated  with  Col.  H.  G.  Prout  in  the  editor- 
ship of  the  Railroad  Gazette  from  18S7  to  1889. 
In  1898  Prof.  Timothy  Dwight  resigned  the  presi- 
dency of  Yale,  and  the  problem  which  confronted 
the  corporation — the  task  of  finding  a  successor — 
was  no  small  one.  There  was  a  general  feeling 
that  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  break  away  from 
some  of  the  established  precedents  into  somewhat 
broader  methods.  After  months  of  careful  consid- 
eration t^ie  choice  devolved  upon  Prof.  Hadley,  who 
was  elected  thirteenth  president  of  the  University 
in  1899.  The  very  fact  that  he  was  chosen  marks 
a  radical  departure  from  Yale's  traditions  and 
shows  the  ability  of  the  man,  for  he  is  the  first 
president  in  all  of  Yale's  two  hundred  years  of 
history  who  did  not  qualify  himself  to  prefix  Rev- 
erend to  his  name.  He  assumed  ottice  at  Com- 
mencement, in  1S99,  and  began  his  duties  with  the 
well  wishes  of  thousands  of  Yale  alunmi  all  over 
the  country.  In  1899  and  1902  he  was  honored 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  several  institutions. 
Prof.  Hadley  married,  June  3.  1891,  Helen  Har- 
rison, daughter  of  Gov.  Luzon  B.  Morris.  They 
have  three  children :  ■Morris,  Hamilton  and  Laura 
Hadley. 

HON.  DAVID  TORRANCE,  of  the  town  of 
Derbv.  The  career  of  this  citizen,  soldier,  lawyer, 
legislator,  State  officer,  jurist,  for  a  decade  past 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors 
of  Connecticut,  and  present  Chief  Justice  of  that 
court,  is  an  illustration  of  the  possibilities  aftorded 
by  a  Republican  fonn  of  government  to  any  of  its 
citizens  though  they  come  as  he,  a  poor  fatherless 
bov  from  a  foreign  shore — an  illustration,  too,  of 
merit  and  ability  winning  its  way  from  unpromising 
beginnings  to  the  most  honorable  position  in  so- 
ciety. 

Judge  Torrance  was  born  March  3,  1840.  in 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  a  son  of  Walter 
and   Ann    (Sharp)    Torrance.     The   father  having 
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died,  the  widowed  mother,  when  David  was  nine 
years  of  age,  came  with  her  five  children  to  the 
L'nited  States,  locating-  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  where 
IJavid  attendee!  the  pnl)lic  schools  for  five  years. 
At  fourteen  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  ^vork  in  a  cotton 
mill,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
Chelsea  Paper  Mills  at  Greenville,  in  the  town  of 
Norwicli,  to  learn  the  trade  of  paper-making. 
There  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  found  him 
and  fired  his  young  patriotic  heart.  A  younger 
brother,  James  Torrance,  had  previously  enlisted 
and  served  througli  the  period  of  the  three  months' 
call  in  the  3d  Conn.  V.  1.,  then  re-enlisted  for  three 
years  in  the  13th  Conn.  \' .  I.  David  remained  at 
his  work,  liowever,  until  the  following  year  when 
the  call  for  volunteers  became  so  loud  he  felt  that 
he  must  heed  it,  and  on  July  17,  1862,  when  the 
18th  Conn.  V.  I.  was  making  up,  he  enlisted  as  a 
pri\-ate  in  Company  A,  of  that  regiment,  and  was 
cliosen  a  sergeant  of  the  company.  The  i8th  was 
a  gallant  though  imfortunate  regiment  in  the  battle 
at  Winchester,  Va.,  June  13,  14  and  15,  1863;  when 
engaged  as  a  part  of  the  command  under  Gen.  Mil- 
roy,  it  did  desperate  fighting  and  won  unqualified 
praises  from  that  officer.  Here,  in  a  third  and 
last  charge,  it  wholly  disabled  a  Confederate  bat- 
tery, though  it  lost  500  of  its  men  who  were  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy  under  Gen.  Johnston,  Sergt. 
Torrance  among  the  number,  and  were  sent  to  suf- 
fer the  horrors  of  Libby  Prison,  and  afterward 
]'el!e  Island.  Young  Torrance  shared  the  fortunes 
of  the  regiment  up  to  the  time  of  his  capture  and 
parole  in  July,  1863.  In  the  meantime,  on  !May 
24,  1863,  his  brother  James,  a  young  man  of  twenty 
and  of  distinguished  bravery,  was  killed  in  a  charge 
in  battle  at  P'ort  Hudson.  At  the  close  of  that  year 
Sergt.  Torrance  was  appointed  captain  of  Company 
A,  29th  Conn.  Y.  I.,  a  colored  organization  com- 
manded by  the  late  Hon.  William  B.  ^^'ooster,  of 
Derby.  Capt.  Torrance  was  advanced  to  the  posi- 
-  lion  of  r^Iajor  in  July,  1864,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  in  November  of  the  same 
year,  ser\'ing  in  this  position  tmtil  the  regiment 
was  mustered  out  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1865. 

Returning  to  Connecticut  with  an  honorable 
record  after  the  war.  Col.  Torrance,  in  January, 
1866,  entered  the  office  of  his  superior  officer.  Col. 
Wooster,  with  whom  much  of  his  army  life  had 
been  passed,  as  a  law  student.  Before  entering  the 
army  he  had  cherished  the  purpose  of  studying  law, 
and  there  lie  really  began  while  yet  in  camp  await- 
ing the  disbanding  of  the  regiment.  He  pursued 
his  studies  m  the  office  under  Col.  \\"ooster  until 
in  1868,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Xew 
Haven  county  for  the  practice  of  the  law  in  all 
the  courts  of  Connecticut.  Soon  afterward  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  his  preceptor  under  the 
firm  name  of  \\'ooster  &  Torrance.  The  senior 
member  of  the  firm  was  already  known  and  eminent 
as  a  counselor,  for  he  had  Iiad  a  large  practice  be- 


fore entering  the  service,  which  lie  did  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  closing  his  office  and  going  to  the  front. 
The  new  firm  went  before  the  people  of  Birming- 
ham and  the  town  of  Derby  with  a  magnificent 
title,  anil  both  members  being  soldiers  the  two 
colonels  brought  to  their  office  the  prestige  of  brave 
leadership  in  the  army ;  both  possessed  those  manly 
graces  which  win  favor  from  the  public  and  secure 
popularity ;  and  both  were  known  to  be  honest  men? 
tried  and  true — men  whom  their  clients  could  trust 
to  the  farthest  extreme.  A  large  and  lucrative 
practice  was  the  logical  result.  The  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  won  decided  respect  for  his  ability 
wherever  he  conducted  cases  in  court,  and  as  the 
years  passed  grew  into  great  favor.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  1871  was  elected 
from  the  town  of  Derby  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1872.  Here  he  appeared  to 
advantage  both  in  committee  work  and  on  the  floor 
of  the  house,  his  rare  good  sense  and  practical 
mind  commanding  the  attention  of  that  body.  In 
the  fall  of  1878  he  was  nominated  by  his  party, 
the  Republican,  for  Secretary  of  State,  and  was 
elected,  serving  two  years  with  that  efficiency  that 
had  previously  marked  his  work  in  other  lines. 
In  1881  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  New  Haven  county,  and  in  1885 
he  was  reappointed  Judge  of  the  same  court,  but 
before  entering  upon  his  second  term  he  was  made 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State.  In  1890 
"he  was  advanced  to  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
of  the  State,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors.  In 
1899  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
University  of  Yale,  holding  the  chair  on  Evidence. 
On  Oct.  I,  1901,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  of  Connecticut. 

The  law  firm  of  Wooster  &  Torrance  was 
changed  in  January,  1S82,  to  that  of  Wooster.  Tor- 
rance &  Gager,  the  latter  gentleman,  who  had  been 
a  law  student  in  the  office  since  in  July,  1881,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  the  firm  at  that  time.  On  his 
appointment  in  18S5  to  the  Bench  of  the  Superior 
Court,  Judge  Torrance  withdrew  from  the  firm. 

Such  a  career  as  is  outlined  in  the  foregoing 
brief  article  is  certainly  unique,  almost  phenom- 
enal. One  has  only  to  read  between  the  lines  to 
judge  of  the  man.  of  his  worth  to  a  community,  to 
a  State,  and  to  a  nation.  In  suggestions  of  what 
were  the  elements  and  traits  composing  his  note- 
worthy life,  a  writer  in  the  New  Haven  County  His- 
tory said  of  him : 

Judge  Torrance  is  wholly  a  self-made  man.     The  Col- 

I   leges  cannot  claim  him.  though  Vale  University  has  con- 

!    lerred  upon  him   the  honorary  .-X.    M.     The   law   schools 

cannot  declare  that  they  gave  liim  his  sustained  intellectual 

I   power   and   logical   acumen.     His   education   has   been   his 

own    work,   and    the   curriculum    01    his    studies,    his   own 

planning,  and   the   zeal   with   which  he  has   pursued  them 

has  been  determined  by  his  own  tastes.     He  was  by  nature 

i    liberally   supplied   with   good   Scotch    sense,   and   with   the 

'   metaphysical  tendency  of  the  Scotch  mind.     The  world  is 

j   not  all  one-sided  to  him,  but  everj-  pro  has  a  con,  and 
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\villinut  clToil  biitli  of  tlK)<;e  will  appear  at  the  same  time 
in  his  mind,  eaeli  to  he  weished  and  credited  with  its 
value,  and  then,  ulien  the  balance  is  struck,  it  does  not 
need  revision. 

The  trend  of  Iiis  mind  has  an  illustration  in  a  matter 
.somewhat  private,  and  yet  not  exclusively  so.  For  many 
years  a  club  composed  ot  a  few  of  the  citizens  of  Birminpr- 
hani.  drawn  togctlicr  by  kindred  tastes  for  philosophical 
studies,  has  held  weekly  meeting.  Its  name  is  taken  from 
the  Greek  word  for  mind,  and  hence  it  is  called  the  "Xous 
Club."  Judge  Toi'rance  has  been  the  le.-ider  in  its  discus- 
sions, though  his  modesty  would  forbid  him  from  claiming 
to  be  more  than  a  peer  among  equals.  All  tlie  members 
are.  en  rapi)ort  with  the  object  of  the  club.  The  latest 
subject  of  investigation  in  metaphysics  has  been  "Kant's 
Critique  of  Pure  Reason."  Such  subjects  as  that  are  both 
informing  and  recreative  to  this  inquiring  company,  and 
no  one  fakes  more  pleasure  in  these  analytic,  acute  and 
logical  excursions  into  the  realm  of  pure  and  applied  reas- 
oning than  Judge  Torrance.  He  is  an  independent  thinker. 
and  wherever  truth  may  lead  he  will  follow,  whoever  may 
keep  him  company.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  such  a  mind 
naturally  gravitates  to  the  judge's  bench. 

But  with  his  Scotch  metaphysical  intellectuality  is 
united  an  affability  of  manner  which  can  state  an  inde- 
pendent judgment  frankly,  and  even  vigorously,  and  yet 
not  give  offense  in  any  quarter.  He  has  that  quality  of 
agreeable  genuineness  which  wins  a  liking  from  its  very 
frank  sincerity,  and  "hence  few  men  have  created  fewer 
antagonisms  than  he  in  all  the  walks  of  life — hence,  too, 
his  popularity  wherever  he  is  known. 

Jiidg'e  Torrance  is  a  meinlicr  of  tlie  Masotiic 
fratcrnitv,  a  distinguished  incniber  of  the  Army 
and  Xavy  CIulj  of  Connecticut,  and  closely  asso- 
ciated \vitli  the  G.  A.  R.  He  never  allows  himself 
.  to  forget  the  old  comrades  in  arms ;  and  when  he 
is  not  sitting  on  tlie  trilninal  of  iustice  makes  him- 
self as  one  of  his  many  friends.  He  is  always 
in  demand  in  a  social  way,  and  his  speeches  at 
dinners  and  anniversaries  are  features  of  the  oc- 
casions. 

■  On  Feb.  12,  1864,  while  home  from  the  war  on 
furlough  at  Norwich.  Conn.,  the  then  Capt.  Tor- 
rance was  married  to  ^Nliss  Annie  France,  of  that 
citv,  and  the  union'  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children,  namely:  Margaret  d. :  Walter  S. :  and 
Tames  F.,  who  was  graduated  from  Yale  Law 
School  in  1S94.  and  was  Judge  of  Probate  Court, 
and  is  now  prosecuting  attorney  of  City  Court. 
The  family  are  parishioners  of  the  Congregational 
.Church  at  Birmingham,  and  prominent  in  social 
life. 

HOX.  TAMES  EDWARD  EXGLISH.  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  Governor  of  Connecticut,  and 
United  State's  Senator,  whose  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Xew  Haven,  March  2,  iSoo,  full  of  years 
and  honors,  was  pre-ettiinently  a  self-made  man; 
more  so  than  any  other  of  Xew  Haven's  citizens  un- 
less it  be  the  late  Hon.  Roger  Shertnan. 

Mr.  English  was  born  March  13.  1812,  in  Xew 
Haven,  son  of  James  and  Xancy  (GriswokD  Eng- 
lish, the  father  a  citizen  highly  respected  for  his 
personal  worth,  who  intellic^ently  discharged  several 
public  trusts  with  fidelitv.  The  mother  was  a 
woman  of  singular  sagacity,   she    was    descended 


from  a  family  greatly  distinguished  in  the  history 
of  Comiccticut,  having  given  to  it  two  governors.' 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  the  com-' 
mander  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  West  India  trade 
and  his  great-grandfather  fell  jjicrccd  by  a  bayonet 
in  the  hands  of  a  iiritish  soldier,  at  the  time  of  the 
invasion  of  X'ew  Haven  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  James  F..  English  was  a  descendant 
in  the  sixth  generation  from  Clement  English,  of 
Salem,  Mass.,  liis  line  being  through  three  successive 
Benjamins  to  Jatnes  English,  his  father.  The  first 
Benjamin  English,  son  of  Clement,  born  in  1676, 
married  Rebecca  Brown,  iti  1(^99,  and  in  1700  settled 
in  Xew  Haven,  where  for  two  hundred  years  his 
descendants  have  been  identified  with  the  town. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  in  Iwyhood  exhibited 
singular  self-reliance,  a  trait  of  character  that  ever 
remained  with  him.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  be- 
gan his  first  work  June  27,  1827,  on  the  old  Lan- 
casterian  school  house.  His  apprenticeship  closed 
on  his  twentv-first  birthday.  He  never  worked  as 
a  journeyman  at  his  trade  btit  at  once  became  a  con- 
tractor, and  followed  this  occupation  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  by  which  time  he  became  the 
possessor  of  a  moderate  capital.  Having  natural 
architectural  tastes,  he  designied  and  erected  in  this 
short  experience  a  number  of  creditable  buildings  in 
Xew  Haven :  and  for  the  next  twenty  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  covering  a  period 
when  commercial  enterprises  of  every  kind  were 
subject  to  great  fluctuations — a  period  of  general 
financial  embarrassment,  when  many  men  found  it 
difficult  and  often  impossible  to  avoid  commercial 
disaster.  Far-seeing  and  always  looking  beyond 
the  present,  he  avoided  speculation,  never  being  san- 
guine nor  despondent.  He  branched  out  in  his 
lumber  business,  buying  and  building  vessels,  en- 
gaged in  shipping  clocks  to  Philadelphia,  and  re- 
turning with  coal  and  general  merchandise  to  Xew 
Haven  and  other  ports,  and  in  this  was  successful. 
Xext  he  became  identified  with  the  manufacture  of 
clocks,  having  successfully  re-organized  the  former 
Chauncey  Jerome  works  under  the  name  of  the 
Xew  Haven  Clock  Company.  In  this  enterprise 
he  was  associated  with  Harmanus  M.  Welch,  after- 
ward president  of  the  First  Xational  Bank,  and  for 
several  vears  a  partner  with  him  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness :  also  with  Hiram  Camp,  these  three  purchasing 
the  clock  plant.  In  a  few  years  they  made  this  com- 
pany not  only  a  success,  but  one  of  the  largest  clock 
manufacturing  concerns  in  existence.  Mr.  Eng- 
lish, about  this  time,  became  prominentlv  identified 
with  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Xew  Haven,  and 
also  with  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank,  having  been 
at  the  head  of  the  latter  institution  from  its  organiza- 
tion in  1S57.  He  was  largely  interested  in  various 
manufacturing  and  commercial  industries  in  this 
and  other  States,  being  also  associated  with  the 
management  of  the  Adams  Express  cotnpanv.  Emi- 
ncntlv  successful  in  accumulating  property,  by  judi- 
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cioiis  investments  in  real  estate  lie  finally  became 
the  owner  of  probably  more  business  buil(lin<;;s  than 
any  other  imlivichial  in  New  Haven,  lie  was  a  man 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  taking  no  advantages  of  the 
great  opportunities  that  arose  during  the  war  by 
changes  in  the  financial  policy  of  the  government, 
which  greatly  affected  connnercial  values,  of  which 
some  men  of  high  station  availed  themselves.  Not 
a  dollar  of  his  large  fortune  came  from  s])eculation. 
His  business  sagacity  made  it  all.  "If  I  have  been 
successful  as  a  Inisincss  man,  it  is  because  I  have 
been  content  with  reasonable  profits,  for  1  know  that 
enormous  gains   soon   invite   ruinous  competition.'' 

Politically  ^Ir.  English  was  reared  ^  Democrat, 
and  "ever  remained  faithful  to  the  conviction  of  a 
lifetime,  that  only  by  adherence  to  the  principles  and 
policy  of  genuine  Jeffersonian  Democracy  could  the 
State  reach  the  full  iiroportions  of  a  free  and  pros- 
perous community."  He  held  many  public  trusts, 
covering  a  period  of  forty-one  years — 1836- 1877. 
He  was  selectman  of  his  town  from  1836  to  1848; 
a  member  of  the  common  council  in  1848-49;  rep- 
resentative in  the  State  Legislature  in  1855-56;  State 
senator  from  1856  to  1859;  member  of  Congress 
from  i86t  to  1865;  governor  of  Connecticut  from 
1867  to  1869,  and  again  in  1870;  and  United  States 
senator  by  appointment  from  1875  to  1877.  "The 
municipal  trusts  of  his  early  manhood  were  those 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  general  conviction  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  that  their  in- 
terests might  be  safely  confided  to  his  recognized 
'  integrit}-,  capacity  and  public  spirit." 

"His  services  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
\yere  generally  marked  by  attention  to  the  business 
rather  than  to  the  political  aspects  of  the  legislation 
in  which  he  was  called  to  act.  When,  subsequently, 
he  became  governor  of  the  State,  the  practical  cast 
of  his  mind  was  conspicuously  manifested  in  the 
emphasis  which  he  gave  in  his  messages  to  the  cause 
of  free  public  school  education,  and  in  the  advocacy 
of  which  he  was  ultimately  successful. 

"But  that  which  specially  and  honorably  marks 
Mr.  English's  public  career  is  the  course  he  pur- 
sued while  a  representative  in  Congress.  His  term 
of  service,  extending  from  1861  to  1865,  covered 
that  period  in  our  histor\-  during  which  slavery 
ceased  to  disgrace  the  Nation,  and  the  constitutional 
amendment  prohibiting  involuntary  servitude  be- 
came the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Mr.  Englisli 
went  to  ^^■ashington  a  pronounced  ^^'ar  Democrat, 
believing  that  the  great  national  exigency  demanded 
every  sacrifice  to  prevent  our  great  republic  from 
being  divided  into  perpetually  contending  and  con- 
temptible fragments. 

"While  as  a  Democrat  he  fully  recognized  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  Southern  States  to  the 
possession  of  their  slaves,  he  also  felt  that  slaverv 
was  a  monstrous  injustice,  and  therefore  had  no 
regret  when,  as  a  war  measure,  he  found  himself  at 
liberty  to  record  alike  his  abhorrence  of  slavery  and 
his  sense  of  justice  toward  the  owners  of  slaves  in 


the  District  of  C'llumbia,  by  voting  for  the  bill  wliich 
united  the  emancij)ation  of  the  slave  with  compensa- 
tion to  the  master. 

"Long  before  the  close  of  the  war  it  became  evi- 
dent to  all  thoughtful  observers  that  the  question  of 
general  emancipation  must  be  met  sooner  or  later, 
and  Mr.  English  made  up  his  mind  to  take  the 
hazard  and  incur  the  odium  of  voting  with  his  po- 
litical opponents  whenever,  in  his  view,  it  became  a 
political  necessity.  .More  than  a  year  before  the 
final  pas.sage  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  necessarv 
constitutional  amendment,  the  position  of  Mr.  Eng- 
lish was  well  understood  in  Washington.  A\hcn 
the  bill  was  first  introduced  in  the  House  bv  Mr. 
Ashley,  of  Ohio,  he  was  assured  of  Mr.  English's 
support  in  case  it  was  needed.  But  when  k  was 
found  that  the  Administration  partv  were  not  united 
on  the  measure,  Mr.  Ashley  advi'sed  Mr.  English 
not  to  vote  in  its  favor,  as  it  was  sure  not  to  pass. 
AVith  a  very  practical  conviction  of  the  follv  of 
striking  when  there  is  a  certainty  that  nothing  will 
be  hit,  .Mr.  English  acted  upon  this  advice,  but  with 
the  emphatic  assurance  to  :Mr.  Ashley  that  whenever 
it  was  necessary  he  might  rely  upon'his  vote.  When 
informed  a  year  later  that  the  bill  would  he  put  to 
vote  the  next  day,  Mr.  English  was  in  Xew  Haven, 
in  attendance  upon  his  sick  wife.  Traveling  all 
night,  he  reached  Washington  in  time  to  listento  a 
part  of  the  exciting  debate,  and  to  hear  his  name 
called  among  the  first  of  the  ten  War  Democrats 
who,  as  it  was  hoped,  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
whose  votes  were  necessary  for  its  passage.  When 
his  ringing  'Yes !'  was  heard  in  the  crowcFed  gather- 
ing there  was  general  applause.  To  a  Xew  Haven 
friend  who  was  in  Washington  a  day  or  two  after- 
ward he  said,  "I  suppose  I  am  politically  ruined,  but 
that  day  was  the  happiest  day  of  mv  life.' 

"Mr.  English's  position  at  this  time  was  a  verv 
exceptional  one.  The  number  of  \\'ar  Democrats  iii 
Congress  was  small,  and  most  of  them  were  verv 
timid.  But  there  was  never  any  doubt  from  the 
first  where  :\Ir.  English  stood  or  how  he  would 
vote  when  the  final  crisis  came. 

"While  thousands  of  men  in  our  countrv  have 
been  examples  of  conspicuous  success  in  business, 
in  political  life,  and  in  generous  benefactions."  few 
have  had  the  opportunity,  and  fewer  still  the  sagac- 
ity and  the  courage,  to  appreciate  a  great  political 
emergency,  where  duty  calls  for  a  sacrifice  of  the 
ties  which  ordinarily  bind  a  man  in  public  life  to 
act  in  harmony  with  the  party  to  which  he  is  at- 
tached. It  is  sometimes  a  great  thing  to  have  the 
courage  of  one's  convictions,  and  the  favorable 
mention  of  his  name  at  one  time  as  a  candidate  for- 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  was  an  honor- 
able recognition  of  the  public  appreciation  of  his 
vote,  as  having  been  dictated  by  conscience  and  a 
sense  of  duty." 

Blessed  with  abundant  means  Mr.  English  gave 
liberally  to  many  institutions  and  objects.  Several 
years  ago  he  gave  Sio.ooo  to  the  Law  School  of  Yale 
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College  to  establish  a  library  fund,  and  also  $20,000 
to  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  to  found  a  chair  in 
mathematics.  He  later  contributed  the  sum  of  $21," 
000  to  build  the  English  Drive  in  East  Rock  Park, 
and  also  made  numerous  generous  donations  to  the 
General  Hospit;,!  and  to  various  other  charities. 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  where  he  regularly  at- 
tended for  over  forty  years,  bears  him  in  grateful 
remembrance. 

On  Jan.  25,  1837,  I\Ir.  English  was  married 
to  Caroline  Augusta  Fowler,  of  New  Haven,  and 
of  their  four  children — three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter— the  youngest,  Henry  p.,  alone  survives.  Mrs. 
English  died  Oct.  23,  1S74,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years,  and  on  Oct.  7,  1S85,  ^Nlr.  English  was  mar- 
ried to  ^liss  Anna  R.  ]\lorris.  of  New  York,  daugh- 
ter of  Lucius  S.  and  Letitia  C.  }>Iorris. 

'  DONALD  GRANT  I^HTCHELL,  LL.  D., 
author  and  lecturer,  and  whose  beautiful  country 
home,  "Edgewood,"  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven, 
has  been  made  famous  and  familiar  to  the  readers 
of  some  of  the  author's  writings,  comes  of  sturdy 
New  England  stock  of  State  and  National  rep- 
utation. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  April  12,  1822,  in  Nor- 
^vich,  Conn.,  son  of  Rev.  Alfred  and  Lucretia 
(W'oodbridge)  Mitchell,  and  grandson  of  the  dis- 
tinguished jurist.  Hon.  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  LL. 
D.,  of  \\'ethersfield,  Conn.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  that  town,  born  Dec.  9,  1743,  son  of  James 
Mitchell  (an  emigre  from  Scotland)  and  Rebecca 
(Mix)  ^Mitchell.  Stephen  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1763,  and  was  a  tutor  in  that  institution 
during  the  years  1766-69.  He  then  studied  law, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1772,  and  settled  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Wethersfield.  In 
1783  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  re-elected  in  1785  and  17S7.  He  was 
appointed  associate  justice  of  the  Plartford  County 
Court  in  1779;  he  was  presiding  judge  from  1790 
to  1795;  an.d  was  then  made  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Connecticut.  In  1807  he  became  Chief 
Justice,  and  in  that  year  Yale  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  LL.  D.  He  was  elected  a  senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  taking  his  seat 
in  that  body  Dec.  2,  1793.  and  serving  till  1795.  In 
1805  he  was  a  Presidential  elector.  It  was  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Justice  ;Mitchell  that  the 
State  of  Connecticut  was  able  to  establish  her  title 
to  the  tract  of  land  in  Ohio  known  as  the  Western 
Reserve,  which  was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  devoted 
to  the  School  fund.  He  died  in  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
Sept.  30,  1835. 

Justice  ]Mitchell  was  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Stephen 
Mix,  son  of  Thomas  ^lix,  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony.  Rev.  Mr.  Mix  had  been  graduated  at 
Har\-ard  but  three  years  when  called  to  the  church 
at  Wethersfield,  and  in  1603  he  began  a  long  and 
successful  pastoral  term  in  Wethersfield.    His  wife. 


whom  he  married  in  1696,  was  Mary,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  Mass. 
His  house  was  one  of  the  six  fortified  in  1704. 
Rev.  Mr.  Mix  died  after  forty-four  years  service, 
in  1738. 

Rev.  Alfred  Mitclull,  son  of  Justice  Mitchell 
and  the  father  of  Donald  Grant  Mitchell,  was  born 
]\Iay  19,  1790,  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1809,  and  studied  theology 
under  the  direction  of  Ebcnezer  Porter  and  at  .\nd- 
over  (Mass.)  Theological  Seminary.  He  preached 
for  a  short  time  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.  On  Oct. 
27,  18 14,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Cluych  in  Norwicli,  Conn.,  and  continued 
in  such  relations  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  19,  1831.  Many  of  his  sermons,  mostly  me- 
morial, were  published,  and  were  printed  in  the 
Evangelical  Magaciiic. 

Donald  Grant  ]\litclicll,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  ]ireparcd  for  college  at  a  boarding 
school  in  Ellington,  Coim.,  and  by  Dr.  John  Hall. 
From  that  school  he  entered  Yale,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1841.  He  spent  the  next  three 
years  upon  the  farm  of  his  maternal  grandfather, 
in  the  town  of  Salem,  Conn.,  where  he  likely  re- 
ceived his  im])ressions  of  country  life  which  he  later 
so  beautifully  portrayed  in  his  books.  He  was 
much  interested  in  agriculture  and  wrote  a  number 
of  letters  to  the  Albany  Cultivator,  and  took  a 
prize  given  by  the  New  York  Agricultural  Society 
for  a  plan  of  farm  buildings.  In  1S44  he  went 
to  Europe,  where  he  spent  about  two  years ;  he 
passed  a  part  of  one  winter  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey 
and  the  following  spring  and  summer  in  rambling 
over  England  on  foot,  visiting  every  county  and 
contributing  occasional  letters  to  public  journals. 
On  his  return  to  this  country  he  began  tlie  study 
of  law  hi  New  York.  The  confinement  in  a  law 
office  was  not,  however,  conducive  to  his  health, 
which  was  not  robust  and  the  state  of  which  was 
the  occasion  of  his  farm  life  at  Salem  after  his 
graduation.  While  pursuing  his  law  studies  he 
published  "Fresh  Gleanings ;  or  a  New  Sheaf  from 
the  Old  Fields  of  Continental  Europe,  by  Ik  Mar- 
vel." In  1848  he  again  went  abroad,  and  traveled 
through  England  and  Switzerland.  He  was  in 
Paris  during  the  revolution  of  that  year,  the  experi- 
ences of  wiiich  he  gave  in  the  "Battle  Summer." 
published  in  1849.  "On  his  return  to  this  country 
he  published  at  New  York  a  weeklv  periodical  in 
the  size  and  style  of  "Salmagundi,"  called  "The 
Lorgnette,"  and  later  it  was  issued  in  book  forni. 
and  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "John  Timon." 
Although  this  work  attracted  much  attention  for 
the  brilliancy  and  style  the  author's  incognito  was 
preserved  for  nearly  a  year.  Following  this  Mr. 
Mitchell  brought  out  his  more  popular  work,  "Rev- 
eries of  a  Bachelor,"  the  basis,  of  which  was  orig- 
inally a  contribution  to  the  Southern  Literary  ^les- 
seng'er,  under  the  title  "A  Bachelor's  Reverie."  In 
iS;i  he  isued  "Dream  Life,''  written  in  the  same 
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vein  of  Imzy  reminiscence,  in  which  many  find 
glimpses  of  tlieir  own  lives.  Some  one  has  said 
that  these  compositions  are  to  American  literature 
what  a  wood  fire  is  on  a  dreary  day.  They  are  all 
warmth  and  cheer  and  light.  They  .somewhat  re- 
semble Irving's  "Sketch  l!ook,"  in  their  lender 
sentiment,  and  in  the  elegance  and  delicacy  of  their 
diction,  which  has  placed  them  among  the  classics 
of  American  literature. 

Mr.    [Mitchell,   in    1854,   was   apix)intcd   United 
States  consul  tn  \"enice,  where  he  began  collecting 
material    for  a   history   of   the   \'cnctian   Republic. 
This,  however,  was  never  completed,  but  some  of 
its    material    is    set    forth    in    his    lecture,    "Titian 
and    his    Times,"    delivered    before    the    Yale    Art 
School,  and  included  in  his  volume  entitled  "Bound   j 
Together."    Returning    to   America    in    1855,    Mr.    j 
Mitchell  purchased  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Xew  .; 
Haven,  Conn.,  whicli  he  named  "Edgewood,"  upon   I 
which  he  has  since  resided,  and  which  has  become   j 
famous  through  his  books  on  rural  life,  "My  Farm   j 
of  Edgewood,"  and  "Rural  Studies  with  Hints  for   ! 
Country  Places."     These  works  were  preceded  by   j 
"Fudge  Doings,"  which  appeared  originally  in  the   j 
K)tickcrbockrrs  Magcjzi)ic.  I 

I\Ir.   Mitchell    has   been   an   occasional    contrib-    i 
utor  to  Harper's  Magacine  and  the  Atlantic  Month-   j 
/y,   besides   writing   for  other   periodicals   and   de-   ' 
livering-   lectures    and    addresses    on    subjects    con-    1 
nectcd  with  literature  and  agriculture.     In  1868  he 
edited  the  Atlantic  .\lmanac,  and  in  1869-70  edited   : 
for  a  year  or  more    the  Hearth    and    Home.     He  : 
was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  Industrial  Art   [ 
at  the  Centennial  Exposition,   1876.     He  has  been   1 
one  of  the  council  of  the  Yale  Art  School  since   j 
its  establishment.     He  was  United  States  commis- 
sioner to   the  Paris   Exposition  of   1878.     In   that 
year  Yale  University,  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D. 

Mr.  Mitchell's  publications,  besides  those  men- 
tioned, include  "Wet  Days  at  Edgewood,"  1865; 
"Seven  Stories  with  Basement  and  Attic,"  1864; 
"Dr.  Johns,"  a  novel,  1866;  "About  Old  Ston,-- 
tellers,"  1869;  and  "Pictures  of  Edgewood,"  1877; 
also  a  series  of  literary  papers  delivered  before 
various  educational  institutions  and  published  un- 
der the  general  title  of  "English  Lands,  Letters 
and  Kings."  four  volumes ;  "From  Celt  to  Tudor," 
18S9;  "From  Elizabeth  to  Anne,"  1S90;  "Queen 
Anne  and  the  Georges,"  1895;  "The  Later  Georges 
to  A'ictoria,"  1897:  also  "American  Lands  and  Let- 
ters," two  volumes. 

In  1853  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  \Mlliam  B.  Pringle,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Rebecca  Motte. 

HOX.  HARMAXUS  M.  WELCH,  in  whose 
memory  a  dormitory  was  erected  at  Yale  University 
in  1892,  was  born  in  East  Hampton.  Conn..  July 
18,  1813,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven,  May  29,  1889. 

At  about  sixteen  vears  of  age  he  went  to  Am- 


herst intending  to  fit  himself  eventually  to  practice 
medicine,  but  was  induced  to  enter  a  commercial 
life,  and  before  he  became  of  age  he  had  com- 
menced in  his  own  name  a  business  career  which 
extended  over  half  a  century,  and  which  was  one 
of  unswerving  rectitude  and  marked  success. 
Starting  in  Bristol  and  Plain ville,  Conn.,  he  later 
became  interested  in  some  of  the  most  prosperous 
manufacturing  enterprises  of  the  State — made  so  in 
large  measure  by  reason  of  his  clear  judgment. 
In  many  respects  his  might  serve  as  the  model  busi- 
ness career,  especially  so  in  its  industry  and  thor- 
oughness, and  in  his  willingness  to  serve  the  pub- 
lic in  positions  where  the  duties  were  arduous  and 
criticism  certain. 

\\"hile  living  in  Plainville  he  was  chosen  to  rep- 
resent Hartford  county  in  the  State  Senate,  and 
served  in  different  periods  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  moved  to  Xew  Haven  in  1848,  and  be- 
came the  partner  of  Hon.  James  E.  English,  who 
was  afterward  member  of  Congress,  Governor  of 
Connecticut  and  United  States  Senator.  This  part- 
nership continued  until  his  death. 

In  i860  Mr.  Welch  was  elected  mayor  and  con- 
tinued in  that  office  until  1S63.  While  mavor  his 
..equipment  and  forwarding  of  troops  were  cspeciallv 
conspicuous,  but  his  greatest  service  to  his  countrv 
was  the  promptness  with  which  he  and  his  asso- 
ciates tendered  financial  aid  to  the  Government  in 
the  time  of  its  greatest  need  in  1863,  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Xew  Haven,  of 
which  he  was  the  organizer,  and  for  over  twenty 
years  the  president.  This  bank,  while  numbered 
two  on  the  list  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currencv, 
was  really  the  first  to  fully  comply  with  all  the  re- 
quired conditions,  and  the  moral  effect  upon  others 
by  his  early  action  was.  in  view  of  his  well-known 
conservatism  and  that  of  others  connected  with  him, 
very  beneficial. 

For  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  ^Ir.  Welch 
was  constantly  entrusted  by  the  people  of  X'ew 
Haven  with  positions  of  fiduciary  responsibility. 
Most  of  that  time  he  acted  as  town  and  city  treas- 
urer, but,  perhaps,  by  his  services  upon  the  board 
of  education  he  will  be  best  remembered  locally. 
When  he  assumed  office  the  credit  of  the  School 
District  was  at  its  lowest,  and  its  notes  had  gone 
to  protest.  Lie  advanced  the  money  to  complete 
the  Eaton  School,  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
creation  of  a  strong  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
common  schools,  giving  as  he  did  for  a  generation 
much  of  his  time  to  the  interest  of  public  education 
in  Xew  Haven.  He  watched  and  largely  guided 
its  evolution  from  the  chaos  in  which  he  found  it — 
but  a  little  in  advance  of  die  methods  of  the  red 
school  house  of  his  youth — to  the  Hillhouse  High 
School,  which  at  his  death  had  become  the  feeder 
to  the  University  and  conspicuous  for  thorough- 
ness in  the  preparation  of  its  pupils.  He  not  only 
believed  in  compulsory  education,  but  was  decidedly 
of  the  opinion   (and  he  was  well  fitted  to  intelli- 
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gently  discuss  the  siiliject)  that  throup;-h  such  means 
the  so-called  j^robleni  of  ini!ni<i;raiion  would  be 
solved.  Few  men  outside  of  those  connected  with 
educational  institutions  have  been  able  to  serve  so 
long-  a  period  and  to  accomplish  so  much. 

Nor  was  his  work  in  this  direction  confined  to 
the  school  board.  Until  within  a  few  years  the 
'Young  .Men's  Institute  furnished  the  onlya\'aii- 
able  public  library,  and  the  general  })ublic  was  sin- 
gularly indifferent  to  its  needs.  Mr.  Welch  was 
.a  trustee  of  the  little  ])roperty  of  the  institute,  and 
by  patience,  tcjgether  with  wi.-^e  judgment  in  invest- 
ments, he  lived  to  see  it  tirndy  established  in  its 
own  building  and  become  self-supporting.  His 
last  service  before  returning  home  for  the  day,  and 
but  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  was  the  fulfill- 
ment of  an  ajjpuintment  in  the  interest  of  this 
library. 

The  quality  which  above  all  others  distinguished 
^Mr.  Welch  was  the  keenness  with  which  he  felt 
the  responsibility  of  any  private  or  public  trust  con- 
fided to  him.  These  trusts  were  many,  but,  whether 
small  or  large,  they  received  from  him  attention  to 
the  last  "detail,  such  as  few  men  give  to  their  own 
affairs  and  still  less  to  the  interests  of  others.  It 
was  this  acute  sense  of  his  duty,  rather  than  care 
of  his  own  pro]ierty,  that  prevented  his  ever  taking 
needed  rest,  and  though  he  htted  himself  by  ex- 
.tensive  reading  for  the  enjoyment  of  travel  abroad, 
and  always  looked  forward  to  such  a  trip,  he  never 
found  an  o]5]3ortunity  when  he  could  even  tem- 
porarily put  aside  his  cares,  without  seeming  to 
be  neglectful  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty, 
and  without  douljt  his  unwillingness  to  take  needed 
,rest  greatly  shortened  his  life.  He  was  possessed 
of  an  active  mind,  gifted  with  a  remarkable  mem- 
ory, and,  spending  his  entire  leisure  in  his  library, 
his  intellectual  attainments  became,  especially  in 
American  history,  of  a  high  order.  Indeed,  he 
was  an  excellent  example  of  the  fact  that  an  active 
business  career  is  not  inconsistent  with  studious 
habits. 

PARKER.  Probably  no  name  in  Xew  Eng- 
land is  more  extensively  and  favorably  known  to  the 
manufacturing  world  at  large  than  that  of  Parker. 
the  products  of  the  Parker  factories  reaching  all 
parts  of  the  civilize<l  world.  The  several  large  cor- 
porations of  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  of  ^Ieriden 
and  vicinity,  in  which  in  recejit  years  the  sons — 
Charles  E.  and  Dexter  W. — of  'the  late  Charles 
Parker,  have  figured  so  prominently,  have  not  only 
given  the  name  world-wide  fame,  but  have  also  giv- 
en prominence  to  the  city  of  Meriden  as  a  manufac- 
turing center. 

Charles  Parker,  whose  life  spanned  almost  a  cen- 
tury, passed  away  at  his  home  in  Meriden  on  the 
morning  of  Jan.  y,  iyo2.  Grand  in  achievements. 
he  passed  a  life  surely  not  lived  in  vain.  Mr.  Par- 
ker was  descended  from  William  Parker,  who  was 
an  original  prDjirietor  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in   163^. 


j  He   removed  to  .Saybrook,  Conn.,  probably  within 

I  ten  years.    His  wife's  Christian  name  was  Margery. 

Charles   Parker  was  in  the  sixth   generaticMi   from 

them,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  John, 

Edward,  Jc>el  and  Stephen.  i 

(II)   John  J'arker,  son  of  \\'illiam.  born  in  1648. 

married  in  if>70,  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  lias- 

sett.     John  j'arker  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 

Wallingford,  Cuiui.,  and   from  him  the  name  was 

given  to  the  farm  .-.till  known  as  the  "Parker  farm." 

(HI)   Edward    Parker,    son    of   John,    born    in 

i6c)2,  was  three  limes  married,  and  his  first  wife's 

name  was  Jerusha. 

(IV)  Joel    l^arker,   son    of   John    and    Jerusha, 
born  in  1723,  married  in  1746  Susannah  Hotchkiss. 

(V)  Stqjhen  Parker,  son  of  Joel,  born  Aug.  5, 
1759,   married    (first)    in    1787   Sally,   daughter  of  , 

Joseph  Twiss,  and  (second)  \\'idow  Rebecca  Stone,  ; 
daughter  of  Joshua  Ray.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Parker  died 
July  I,  1S46.  The  chiklren  Itorn  to  the  first  mar- 
riage were:  Clarissa,  Zeri,  Stephen.  Stephen  (2), 
Sarah,  Clarissa  (2),  Joel  and  Isabella.  To  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were  born  John.  P.etsey.  Charles  and 
Edmund.  Stephen  Parker  was  a  soldier  in  the  ; 
Revolutionary  army.  I 

(\T)  Ch.\rlks  P.\rker,  son  of  Stephen,  was 
born  Jan.  2,  1809,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  went 
to  live  with  Porter  Cook,  a  farmer  of  Wallingford. 
Conn.,  with  whom  he  remained  five  years,  during 
which  period  he  was  occupied  in  doing  chores  and 
work  on  the  farm.  Ev  the  winter  seasons  he  at- 
tended the  neighboring  schools.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  the  employ  of  Anson  Mat- 
thews, a  manufacturer  of  pewter  buttons,  in  South-  t 
mgton.  Conn.,  and  received  for  his  services  six  dol- 
lars per  month  and  his  board.  A  year  later  he  be- 
gan employment  with  Harry  &  Horace  Smith,  who 
were  also  engaged  in  making  buttons,  and  received 
for  his  labor  his  board  and  an  advance  on  his  for- 
mer wages  of  six  dollars  per  month.  In  1S28,  after 
six  months'  service  with  the  Smiths,  he  went  to 
Meriden  and  became  employed  by  Patrick  Lewis, 
a  manufacturer  of  coflfee-mills.  By  close  attention 
and  ap])lication  he  mastered  this  business  in  one 
year's  time,  and  in  December,  1820.  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Patrick  Lewis  and  Elias  Holt  to  make 
for  them  a  specified  number  of  cottee-mills  per 
month.  Starting  with  a  capital  of  oidy  seventy  dol- 
lars, he  made  under  his  contract  in  thirteen  months 
a  profit  of  Si. 800.  In  1831  he  became  associated 
with  Jared  Lewis,  and  they  continued  in  the  same 
line  under  contract.  In  January.  1832.  Mr.  Parker 
sold  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  bought  an  acre  . 
of  land,  on  which  he  began  the  manufacture  of  cof- 
fee-mills and  waffle-irons.  In  Xovember,  1S33,  'i'-'' 
brother  Edmund  and  Heman  \\'hite  became  asso- 
ciated with  him  as  partners,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Parker  &  White.  Cuder  the  depressing  influences 
of  the  financial  jianic  of  1837  the  firm  temporarily 
.suspended,  but  before  the  expiration  of  tlie  year 
1842  liquidated  their  indebtedness  in  full,  with  in- 
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tcn-st.  ]n  1S43  ihc  linn  was  dissolved,  and  .Mr. 
I'arkcr  cuntiniicd  liic  Inisinoss  alone,  under  the 
name  of  the  Union  Works.  lie  made  additions 
to  the  plant,  and  putlini;  in  a  Corliss  engine  of  eii^'h- 
ty-horse  power  entered  upon  a  eareer  of  prosjierity 
and  sucee.'^s.  In  1877  Mr.  Parker  organized  a  joint- 
stock  C(jnipany  under  tlie  name  of  the  Charles 
I'arker  Co.,  under  which  style  the  business  of  the 
Union  Works  has  since  been  carried  on.  The  prod- 
ucts of  the  conijiany  are  chiefly  wood  .--crews,  pat- 
ent bench  vices,  cuilee-mills,  lamps  and  piano  stools. 

The  Charles  Parker  Co.,  of  which  .Mr.  Parker 
was  president,  hi.s  son  Dexter  Wright  Parker  treas- 
urer, and  a  son-in-law,  William  H.  Lyon,  secretary, 
own  a  large  factory  in  Meriden,  where  are  n:anufac- 
tured  machinists  tools,  and  breech-loading  double- 
barrelled  shotguns,  known  to  all  sportsmen  as  the 
"Parker  Gun."  In  this  factory,  during  the  Civil 
war,  Mr.  Parker  made  guns  for  the  United  States 
Government.  A  factory  at  Yalesville,  Conn.,  is 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  for 
the  maimfacture  of  packing  boxes,  and  a  portion  of 
the  coffee-mills  and  piano  stools ;  and  they  have 
another  factory  at  East  Meriden,  for  making  tinned 
steel  spoons  and  forks.  In  these  varied  industries 
about  one  thousand  hands  are  employed.  The  com- 
jiany  also  own  and  operate  the  Meriden  Curtain  Fix- 
ture Co.,  having  the  most  complete  manufactory  for 
curtain  fixtures  in  the  world.  The  Parker  Clock 
Co.,  of  Meriden,  is  also  principally  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Charles  Parker  Co.  These  combined 
interests  mentioned  give  employment  to  about  fif- 
teen hundred  persons.  The  successful  management 
of  the  various  industries  under  the  control  of  others 
must  have  required  an  unusual  executive  ability, 
keen  foresight,  rare  judgment,  shrewd  power  of 
calculation,  and  a  knowledge  of  men,  not  often  foitnd 
possessed  by  a  single  man. 

There  have  been  incidents  in  the  life  of  the  fa- 
ther which  show  that  the  necessity  of  economy  and 
shrewdness  neither  hardened  his  heart  nor  closed 
his  hand  when  the  welfare  of  those  about  liim  called 
for  his  aid.  At  one  period  in  his  career  the  late  Will- 
iam L.  Bradley,  of  Boston,  widely  known  as  the 
wealthy  manufacturer  of  land  fertilizers,  was  in  his 
employ,  at  a  salary  of  $3,000  a  year.  Mr.  Bradley 
with  his  consent,  engaged,  in  partnership  with  a 
friend,  in  an  enterprise  which,  through  the  misman- 
agement of  his  partner,  resulted  in  a  loss  and  in- 
debtedness of  $20,000.  He  could  not  be  induced  to 
compromise  with  his  creditors,  but  determined 
to  use  every  effort  to  pay  his  indebtedness  in 
full.  In  order  that  he  might  carry  out  his  laudable 
determination  ^Ir.  Parker  doubled  his  salary,  and 
paid  him  four  years  salary  in  advance.  This  was  the 
turning  i)oint  in  the  career  of  Mr.  liradlev,  and  to 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  Parker  the  remarkable  success 
01  his  future  life  was  undoubtedly  due.  How  rare 
in  these  davs  are  such  men  as  Charles  Parker  and 
William  L.'  Bradley! 

Mr.  Parker  was  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 


i  of  Meriden,  ami  when  the  society  was  organized  he 
j  generously  fitii<l  up  one  of  his  shops  for  its  use. 
I  Jn  1847  the  society  erected  a  church  costing  S6,ooo, 
I  and   three-quarters  of  this  amount  and  the  lot  on 

which   it  stood   were  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Parker.     In 
i   1866,  when  the  present  edifice  was  built  at  a  cost  of 

?8o,ooo,  one-half  of  the  cost  was  paid  by  the  same 

gentleman.  The  citizens  of  Meriden,  in  recognition 
'  of  his  public  spirit,  his  worth  as  a  man  and  tiie  es- 
j  teem  in  which  he  was  held,  made  him  mayor  of  the 
1  city  at  its  incorporation,  in  1867. 
j  In  183 1  Mr.  I'arker  was  married  to  Abi  Lewis 
1  Eddy,  of  Jjerlin,  Conn.,  and  ten  children  were  born 
I  of  this  union.  Those  living  are:  Dexter  Wright 
:  and  Annie  1).,  the  latter  the  wife  of   William   H. 

Lyon. 

LYOX.  For  fifty  years  or  more  the  name  of 
Lyon  has  been  prominently  iilentified  with  the 
growth  of  Meriden.  and  during  that  time  one  of  its 
veteran  manufacturers,  George  W.  Lyon,  has  fig- 
ured conspicuously — along  with  other  distinguished 
men,  many  of  whom  have  long  since  been  called  to 
their  reward — in  founding,  fostering  and  expand- 
ing the  many  corporations  which  have  placed  Meri- 
den in  the  first  rank  among  the  manufacturing  cities 
of  this  country. 

Humphrey  Lyon,  wdio  for  forty  years  w-as  one  of 
the  estimable  citizens  of  Meriden,  was  born  in  East 
Haddam,  Conn..  Dec.  19.  1797,  son  of  Charles  and 
Lois  ("Grimes")  Lyon.  He  was  reared  in  East  Had- 
dam, where  he  lived  until  after  his  marriage.  Mov- 
ing to  the  State  of  Xew  York,  he  made  his  liome 
there  until  near  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, when  he  located  in  ^leriden.  whither  his  son, 
George  W'.,  had  preceded  him.  There  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and,  until  the  infirmities  of  age 
caused  his  retirement,  he  was  engaged  actively  in- 
business.  Interested  in  the  growth  of  Meriden.  he 
efficiently  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  local  posi- 
tions, among  others  as  selectman  and  tax  collector. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lyon  w-as  first  a  Demo- 
crat, but  he  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  or- 
ganization, the  change  being  brought  about  by  his 
love  of  liberty  and  abhorrence  of  the  wrongs  of 
slavery.  A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  imconi- 
promising  opinions  in  political  and  religious  mat- 
ters, he  was  respected  for  his  kindness  of  heart  and 
his  absence  of  bitterness  and  anger  toward  those 
who  differed  from  him.  During  the  struggle  for 
National  life  he  was  outspoken  and  active  in  his 
support  of  President  Lincoln  and  the  war  measures. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  a  firm  believer  in  Freemasonry, 
and  was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  State  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  wliich  occurred  April  13,  1SS7. 
He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Columbia  Lodge, 
Xo.  26,  East  Haddam,  Aj^ril  8.  1S18.  was  a  charter 
member,  W'.  M.  an<l  treasurer  of  Meridian  Lodge, 
of  Meriden;  was  a  charter  member  of  Keystone 
Chapter,  Xo.  27,  in  1854,  and  H.  P.  in  1855-56-57 :  a 
charter  nie-mber  of  Hamilton  Council,  Xo.  22,  ^^arch 
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10,  iS^f),  and  T.  1'.  ^[.,  1S57-5S;  and  was  treasurer 
of  tl'e  chajiter  and  council  luuil  I'ailin;;-  siglu  coni- 
])clled  liiui  to  decline  further  election  to  oflice.  l"or 
the  last  ten  years  of  iiis  life  he  \va>  toiall\'  hlind,  hut 
he  was  always  hriu;ht  and  cheerful  and  ready  to  en- 
io_\'  a  joke.  -Ma.sonry  with  him  meant  something;' 
more  than  mere  fonii.  and  as  he  helieved  it  to  he 
something;  to  be  lived  for  he  always  g'avc  it  willinc;- 
and  loyal  service.  So  far  as  was  known,  at  the  time 
of  his  death  there  were  only  two  older  iNlasons  in 
Coiniccticut — Abijah  Re5sic|uc.  of  Kidgefield,  raised 
in  1812,  and  Israel  Coc,  of  W'aterbury,  from  1816. 
Mr.  Lyon  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Masonic 
Veterans  from  its  formation  until  his  death,  and 
attended  every  annual  meeting  until  age  and  other 
intlrniitics  prevented.  T^Iasonry  has  had  many  able 
exponents  in  Meriden,  but  to  none  was  it  more  in- 
debted for  tlie  favorable  position  it  occupied  in  the 
city  for  nearly  forty  years  than  to  Humphrey  Lyon. 

In  1 8 19  JNIr.  Lyon  was  married  to  Harriet  Can- 
field,  of  East  Haddam,  where  they  lived  until  1826, 
coming  to  jNIeriden  in  1849.  To  ]\Ir.  and  j\Irs.  Lyon 
were  born  three  sons  and  one  dauglitcr:  George 
W. ;  Ira  C,  of  Baltimore;  William  II.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years ;  and  Martha  Emma, 
who  now  resides  in  I\Ieriden.  At  an  early  age  Air. 
Lyon  united  with  St.  Stephen's  Church,  of  which 
his  father  and  grandfather,  Robert  Lyon,  had  both 
been  active  members,  his  grandfather  giving  the 
land  on  whicli  the  church  building  stood. 

George  W.  Lyox,  son  of  Humphre}-,  was  born 
Eeb.  22,  1S22,  in  East  Haddam,  and  when  a  young 
n'ian,  late  in  the  'forties,  came  to  ^leriden  on  a  visit 
and  prospecting  tour.  This  city  was  but  a  borough 
of  three  thousand  inhaliitants  and  offered  no  special 
inducements,  but  its  citizens  were  energetic  and  dis- 
plaved-  enterprise  and  pul>lic  spirit.  A  young  man 
of  energy  himself  and  full  of  ambition,  he  was  in- 
duced by  this  atmosphere  to  accept  employment  for 
two  months,  which  would  enable  him  to  prolong  his 
visit  and  look  around.  Previously  he  had  harbored 
and  planned  for  going  to  the  West,  but  this  he  aban- 
doned, deciding  to  locate  permanently  in  ]\leriden 
and  take  a  hand  in  its  business  affairs.  In  less  than 
a  year  he  was  engaged  in  a  contracting  and  buildiiig 
business,  which  he  entered  with  only  a  few  hundred 
dollars  in  money,  but  with  a  will  and  ambition  worth 
much.  In  the  second  vear  of  his  business  career 
in  partnership  with  John  D.  Billard,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lyon  &  Billard,  he  haU  some  one  hundred 
men  on  his  pay  roll  and  was  tilling  contracts  for 
erecting  twenty-seven  dwelling  houses  at  one  time, 
as  well  as  building  factories  and  other  structures. 
I'he  company  Inrilt  the  State  Reform  School,  one  of 
tliC  most  substantial  edifices  of  that  period.  About 
this  time  the  plant,  on  which  there  was  no  insurance, 
was  destroyed  by  tire,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  nearly 
cverv  penny  j\lr.  Lyon  had.  But  undaunted  and 
with  a  will  and  determination  to  retrieve  his  loss,  he 
was  soon  on  his  feet  again  and  became  most  pros- 
perous and  successful.    Later  he  assumed  control  of 


the  factory,  which  was  developed  into  that  of  the 
Meriden  Mallerdilc  Iron  Co.,  of  which  he  is  now  the 
president  and  h;is  for  so  many  years  been  at  the  head. 
This  company  was  incorporated  in  1868  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $75,000,  which  has  been  since  increased  to 
$125,000  and  now  gives  employment  to  150  iiands. 
The  company  was  formed  for  the  purjiose  of  mak- 
ing malleable  iron  but  soon  it  was  decided  to  manu- 
facture a  line  of  kerosene  goods,  consisting  of 
chandeliers,  braclcets,  lamps,  etc.  The  goods  now 
made  consist  of  cabinet  hardware,  including  furni- 
ture castors,  draw  pulls,  drop  handles,  towel  racks, 
shelf  brackets  and  a  number  of  patented  specialties. 

In  the  early  'fifties  ]\Ir.  Lyon  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  lumber  business,  or  rather  added  that  as 
a  branch  to  the  L}on  &  Billard  Co.,  which  carried 
on  the  business  of  contracting  and  building,  and  in 
which  he  is  still  a  large  stockhobler  and  director. 
^Ir.-  Lyon  has  probably  been  instrumental  in  start- 
ing in  as  many  industries  and  enterprises  as  any 
man  in  Meriden,  and  in  n>any  of  these  he  is  a  direc- 
tor. He  was  most  active  in  organizing  the  Meri- 
den Fire  Insurance  Co.  Although  never  seeking 
public  office  he  served  several  years  as  alderman  and 
was  a  prime  mover  in  obtaining  the  city  charter  and, 
along  with  Levi  Coe,  called  a  meeting  of  citizens 
with  this  object  in  view.  Mr.  Lyon  is  a  man  of  po- 
sition and  wealth  in  Meriden  and  is  favorablv  known 
throughout  N'ew  England. 

On  Jan.  27.  1852,  George  W.  Lyon  was  married 
to  Harriet  A.  Snow,  of  ^^^esthrook-,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  David  and  ^latikla  (Doane)  Snow,  of  that  town. 
Two  sons  and  one  daughter  were  given  to  'Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lyon.  The  eldest,  Emma  J.,  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1892,  seven  months  after  the  demise  of  her 
husband.  Dr.  Charles  J.  Mansfield,  \^'illiam  H.  is 
spoken  of  below ;  Charles  L.  is  manager  of  the  Mer- 
iden Malleable  Iron  Co.  Joel  Doane,  ]\Irs.  Lyon's 
maternal  grandfather,  served  as  a  private  soldier 
during  the  last  three  years  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

William  H.  Lyox,  secretary  of  the  Lyon  & 
Billard  Co.  and  the  Charles  Parker  Co.,  is  one  of 
the  best-known  business  men  in  the  city  of  Meri- 
den. His  birth  occurred  in  that  city  Aug.  11,  1854, 
and  he  received  his  education  in  the  Meriden 
schools.  At  a  comparatively  early  age  he  began  his 
business  career  in  the  office  of  the  Lyon  &  Billard 
Co.,  of  which  his  father  was  the  head,  and  by  his 
faithfulness  and  efficient  discharge  of  duties  has 
won  his  wav  to  the  responsible  position  he  now 
holds.  Dutv  has  been  a  watchword  with  him  for  the 
past  thirteen  years,  during  which  time  he  has  acted 
as  the  efficient  secretary  of  this  large  corporation. 
In  1 886  he  entered  the  Charles  Parker  Co.  as  as- 
sistant to  Dexter  W.  Parker,  who  at  tliat  time  was 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  organization,  ami  in 
1889  Mr.  Lyon  was  elected  secretary  and  for  the 
past  twelve  years  has  had  charge  of  the  whole  vol- 
mne  of  I)usiness  of  the  Charles  Pariccr  Co.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Parker  Clock  Co.  and  assistant 
secretarv  of  the  Meriden  Curtain   I^xture  Co.     In 
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Ijusincss  circles  Mr.  Lyon  is  acknowlcdo-ed  as  a 
jiian  of  ability  ami  integrity.  lie  is  unassuming  and 
unostentatious  in  manner.  His  life  is  that  of  a 
^ood  citizen,  busy  with  the  duties  of  such  and  de- 
voted to  his  family  and  friends.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  but  the  manifold  cares  of  business 
levy  so  heavily  upon  his  time  that  he  never  consents 
to  hold  public  oflice. 

In  18S0  ^Ir.  Lyon  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  D. 
Parker,  a  daughter  of  the  venerable  Charles  Parker, 
•cf  Meridcn,  and  one  child  has  blessed  this  union,  El- 
sie Parker,  who  graduated  from  Rosemary  Hall, 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  in  IQOI.  Mrs.  Lyon  is  a  leading 
member  of  the 'Methodist  Church  in  Meriden  and 
belongs  to  Ruth  Hart  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  The  family  is  one  of  high 
social  standing  in  ]Meriden  and  iNIr.  Lyon  a  thor- 
oughly representative  business  man. 

HON.  WALTER  BOOTH,  whose  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  in  ^Meriden.  on  April  30,  1870, 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  man  not  only  of 
the  city  in  which  he  lived  but  in  the  state,  and  he 
was  eminently  a  good  man. 

]\Ir.  P)00th  was  born  Dec.  8,  1791,  in  Wood- 
Tjridge,  Conn.  When  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  came  to  IMcriden,  where  with  little  exception  his 
life  was  passed.  In  his  earlier  life  he  served  by 
appointment  as  Brigadier  General  and  also  as 
Major  General  of  the  State  militia.  In  1850 'he 
was  sent  to  Washington  as  a  representative  from 
liis  district  in  Congress.  He  had  previously  held 
sundry  offices  in  both  town  and  State.  At  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  was  chosen  deacon  in  the 
Centre  Congregational  Church,  of  Meriden,  and 
held  such  office  for  fifty-six  years.  At  the  time  of 
liis  death  he  had  been  a  director  in  the  Meriden 
National  Bank,  for  twenty  years,  and  at  one  time 
was  its  President.  Deacon  Booth  was  a  Christian 
nian,  and,  as  stated,  an  eminently  good  man,  ever 
active  in  all  Church  work.  He  had  served  as  teach- 
er and  Sabbath-school  superintendent,  and  was  sel- 
dom absent  from  his  place  in  the  sanctuary. 

Deacon  Booth  was  a  man-  of  great  simplicity 
and  plainness  of  manner,  was  averse  to  all  parade, 
and  was  strictly  economical  in  his  expenditures. 
He  was  ever  ready  to  aid  any  enterprise,  either  in 
business,  civil  or  religious  affairs,  which  promised 
to  promote  the  secular  or  religious  interests  of  his 
native  town.  His  first  wife,  Laura,  died  April  5, 
1S41,  and  his  second,  Sarah  H.,  died  Oct.  24,  1871. 

LEVERETT  CAXDEE  (deceased).  The 
name  of  Candee  is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  the 
Ijusiness  life  and  annals  of  New  Haven,  where  the 
distinguished  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  article  made  for  himself  an  enviable  standing 
as  the  founder  of  the  factory  that  has  so  long  borne 
his  name,  from  which  has  gone  out  such  a  vast 
vohmic  of  high  grade  rubber  boots  and  shoes.  Here 
reside  and  are  still  active  in  business  some  rf  his 


descendants,  notably  a  grandson  and  a  namesake — 
Leverett  Candee,  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Pair  Haven  and  Westville  Railway  Company. 

The  late  Leverett  Candee  was  born  June  20, 
1795,  in  Oxford,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Job  and  Sarali 
(Benham)  Candee,  and  was  descended  in  the  filth 
generation  from  Zaccheus  Candee,  who  was  born 
about  1640,  and  appears  of  record  in  New  Haven 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1670,  to  Rebecca 
Bristow,  or  Bristol.  She  was  born  Feb.  4,  1650, 
and  Avas  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bristol,  of  New 
Haven.  This  couple  resided  in  West  Haven,  where 
they  died  and  are  buried,  ]\Ir.  Candee  dying  in  1720, 
and  his  widow  nineteen  years  later,  at  the  ages  of 
eighty  and  ninety-one  years,  respectively.  From 
this  settler  the  lineage  of  the  late  Leverett  Candee 
runs  through  Capt.  Samuel,  Caleb  and  Capt.  Job 
Candee. 

Capt.  Samuel  Candee,  son  of  Zaccheus,  was  born 
July  24,  1678,  in  West  Haven,  and  was  married 
April  28,  1703,  to  Abigail  Pineon,  of  New  Hart- 
ford. She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Pineon,  and 
resided  in  West  Haven,  where  the  name  frequently 
occurs  in  the  records  of  the  town.  He  ser^-ed,  re- 
spectively, as  lieutenant  and  as  captain  of  the  local 
military  company.  Capt.  Candee  died  about  1748, 
his  wife  having  passed  away  Jan.  9,  1743,  at  the 
age  of  sixtv-three  years. 

Caleb  Candee,  the  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  was 
born  in  1722,  and  married  Lois  Mallory.  They 
settled  in  the  town  of  Oxford  and  were  farming 
people.  On  his  tombstone  his  death  is  recorded  as 
occurring  Oct.  4,  1777.  His  wndow  passed  away 
in  1790. 

Capt.  Job  Candee.  son  of  Caleb,  was  born  in 
1759,  and  was  married  in  the  town  of  Southbury, 
Oct.  3,  1784,  to  Sarah  Benham.  both  of  whom 
united  with  the  Church  at  Oxford,  wdicre  they  re- 
sided in  77P8.  Air.  Candee  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  became  a  captain  in  tlie 
militia  service.  For  his  Revolutionary  experiences 
he  received  a  pension  from  the  General  Government. 
A  man  of  prominence  in  his  town,  he  represented 
it  in  the  State  Legislature.  Capt.  Candee  died 
Dec.  2,  1845  :  and  his  wife  March  20,  1840,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years. 

Leverett  Candee,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  was  a  son  of  Capt.  Job  Candee.  and  left  his 
rural  home  in  Oxford  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
going  to  New  Haven,  where  lie  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Capt.  Gad 
Peck,  a  merchant  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade. 
After  a  time  Mr.  Candee  was  identified  with  the 
drv-goods  trade,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Can- 
dee, Dean  &  Cutler.  In  1833  Mr.  Candee  withdrew 
from  the  firm,  went  to  New  York,  where  he  was 
in  the  commission  business  for  two  years.  In  1835 
he  returned  to  New  Haven  to  become  a  partner  m 
the  firm  of  Candee,  Lester  &  Page,  commission 
merchants.  At  Westville  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  the  firm  then  consisting  of 
Candee,  Page  &  Lester,     .\fter  a  time  Mr.  Lester 
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willidrcw  from  llic  finii.  \vliicli  tlicn  bccanu-  Can- 
dee  &  Page.  This  cntiTiirisc  resulted  disastrously, 
and  all  llie  fortune  whieh  Mr.  Candee  had  aecumu- 
latetl  through  years  of  toil  was  s\vc])t  away.  'Jdic 
mill  was  elosed,  and  short!}'  after  Mr.  Candee  be- 
gan the  m;mufacture  of  sus])enders  on  liast  street 
in  New  Ihuxn.  In  that  same  year  (1842)  Charles 
Goodyear  gave  Mr.  Candee  a  temporary  license  to 
use  his  vulcanized  ruljber  in  the  manufacture  of 
ruliher  shoes.  Not  having  any  capital  himself,  he 
enlisted  the  aid  of  Henry  and  Lucius  Hotehkiss, 
at  that  time  himber  merchants  in  Xew  Haven. 
These  gentlemen  loaned  Mr.  Candee  $3,000,  and 
lie  immediately  began  operations,  being  the  first 
person  in  the  world  to  make  rubber  overshoes  un- 
der the  Goodyear  patents. 

On  Sept.  5,  1S43,  '1''^  L.  Candee  &  Company  was 
formed,  consisting  of  ^Ir.  Candee  and  Henry  and 
Lucius  Llotchkiss.  The  following  year  Abra- 
Jiam  Heaton  was  admitted  to  the  fimi.  He  added 
$3,000  to  the  capital  of  the  business,  making  it 
$9,000  in  all.  Henry  Hotehkiss  bought  out  ^Ir. 
Heaton  in  1847."  So  rapidly  did  the  business  of 
the  Company  increase  that  in  1852  a  joint  stock 
company  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  $200,000. 
In  1869  this  was  increased  to  $300,000,  under  the 
present  corporate  title  of  L.  Candee  &  Company. 
The  four  original  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock 
were  Mr.  Candee,  Henry  and  Lucius  Hotehkiss 
and  Timothy  Lester;  they  were  also  the  original 
directors  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Candee  was  presi- 
dent, and  C.  T.  Candee  was  secretary.  In  1859 
Mr.  Isaac  C.  Hawthorne  became  President, 
and  in  1863  Mr.  Candee  sold  his  interest  in 
the  Company  to  Henry  Hotehkiss.  withdrawing 
from  the  corporation,  which  has  still  continued  to 
grow  until  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  en- 
terprises of  the  kind  in  all  the  world.  From  the 
first  modest  factory  in  a  single  small  building  to 
the  present  plant,  comprising  more  than  a  dozen 
large  brick  buildings  four  or  five  stories  high,  oc- 
cupying nearly  four  acres,  giving  employment  to 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  hands,  with  an  output 
of  more  than  20,000  pairs  of  boots  a  day.  the  change 
is  vast,  and  largely  has  been  accomplished  through 
the  profound  business  and  executive  ability  of  Mr. 
Candee. 

Mr.  Candee  passed  from  his  labors  May  2^,. 
7865,  and  a  monument  to  his  memory  more  durable 
/than  marble  or  bronze  is  the  great  manufacturing 
rplant  which  still  bears  his  name.  He  was  an  acti\e 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  contributed  verv 
liberally  to  all  its  neeils.  For  many  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Xew  Haven  Count\'  Bank,  and  was 
heavily  interested  in  the  Hard  Rubber  Co..  at  P.ea- 
con  Falls,  being  also  president  of  the  Home  \\'oolen 
Co.,  at  the  same  place,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  some  vcars  he  was  an  associate  trustee  of  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Cr>m]ian\'.  an<l  was 
also  connected  as  a  director  with  the  Home  In^ur- 
iincc  Company. 


Mr.  Candee  was  married  to  Jane  Caroline  Tom- 
linson,  and  this  miiim  was  blessed  with  the  birth 
of  one  son,  Charles  Tnmlinson.  who  was  burn  Sc])t. 
I,  1830,  and  was  married  in  1838  to  Su.san  P. 
Scranton,  by  wlmm  he  had  two  children:  Lcvcretf, 
born  Xov.  28,  185(1;  and  Susan  Jane,  Iwrn  Dec. 
6,  1S65. 

I]ROXS(.A'.  In  the  annals  of  the  towns  of 
U'aterbury  and  Xew  Haven,  for  generations,  wc 
find  the  family  bearing  the  name  which  introduces 
this  sketch  has  held  a  high  place  in  the  social,  re- 
ligious, professional,  business  and  public  life  of 
those  communities.  Among  the  notable  characters 
of  the  family  of  whom  it  is  the  purpose  of  this 
article  to  treat  are  the  late  lion.  Bennett  Bronson. 
of  W'aterbury;  his  son,  the  late  distinguished  Dr. 
Henry  Bronson,  of  Waterbury  and  Xew  Haven ; 
and  the  latter's  son,  Flon.  Samuel  Lathrop  Bronson, 
lawyer,  legislator  and  judge. 

John  I'.ronson,  Brunson  cr  Brownson,  as  it  is 
spelled  in  the  early  records  of  Hartford,  Fanning- 
ton  and  Waterbury.  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  faniil\-,  is  believed  to  have  come  to- 
America  from  England  in  1636  in  the  party  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hcoker,  of  whose  church  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. Fie  was  a  soldier  in  the  Peijuot  war,  in  1637, 
and  is  of  record  in  Hartford  in  1639.  It  is  known 
that  he  removed,  about  1641,  to  Farmington,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the  church  at  its 
organization  there,  in  1652,  and  he  became  a  public 
man  of  that  town,  where  he  died  in  16S0.  From 
this  emigrant  ancestor  Samuel  L.  Bronson,  of  Xew 
Haven,  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation, 
his  line  being  through  Isaac.  Lieut.  Thomas,  Thom- 
as (2),  Deacon  Stephen,  Judge  Bennett  and  Dr. 
Henry  Bronson. 

Isaac  Bronson,  son  of  John,  of  Hartford  and 
Farmington,  was  born  in  1645.  ''"d  married  Mary, 
a  daughter  of  John  Root.  Lieut.  Thomas  Bron- 
son, son  of  Isaac,  born  in  1685,  married  in  1719 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Stephen  Xepson.  Thomas 
Bronson  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas,  born  in  171 1, 
married  in  1734  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  Soutli- 
mayd.  Deacon  Stephen  Bronson.  sen  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  in  1735,  married  in  1764  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Caleb  Humaston,  and  was  a  thrifty  farmer. 

Judge  Bennett  Bronson,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen, 
was  liorn  Xov.  14.  ''775.  married  }ilay  11.  iSoi. 
Anna,  daughter  of  Richaril  Smith,  of  Roxburv. 
Mr.  Bronson  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  the  class 
of  1797,  from  which  went  out  into  the  world  a 
number  of  men  who  became  distinguished  in  their 
various  callings,  among  them  being  Lyman  Beech- 
er,  Horatio  Seymour  and  Seth  Staples.  In  his 
young  life  Mr.  Bronson  for  a  period  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  C^nited  .States  army,  then  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Litchfield  countv  in 
1802.  Industrious  and  studious  in  his  earlv  life, 
he  rose  to  prominence,  not  only  in  his  profession, 
but  in  business  antl  public  life  also.    For  many  years- 
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lie  served  as  a  nin'^islratc  and  justice  of  the  j)eace 
in  the  town  of  W'atcrbnry,  and  in  i8_'4  was  elected 
judge  of  the  courts  of  Xew  Haven  county,  and 
remained  on  the  IJeneh  for  six  >ears.  in  1829 
Judge  iironson  was  chosen  to  rejiresent  the  town 
in  the  Legislature.  lie  was  very  efficient  ami  thor- 
ougli  in  all  Ir's  undertakings,  and  performed  the 
duties  of  his  various  public  trusts  with  signal  abil- 
ity anil  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Judge 
Jjronson  was  a  good  lawyer,  of  sound  judgment  and 
discriminating  mind,  and  made  a  thoroughly  com- 
l^etent  judge,  proving  liimself  a  man  of  truth,  fidel- 
ity and  probity.  His  reading  was  comprehensive, 
and  his  opinions  were  often  sought  and  relied  upon. 
In  1814  judge  Bronson  became  interested  in  man- 
ufacturing.    His  death  occurred  Dec.  11,  1S50. 

Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  sen  of  Judge  Bronson,  and 
the  father  of  Hon.  Samuel  Lathrop  Bronson,  was 
born  Jan.  30,  1804,  the  fourth  son  of  the  family. 
The  other  sons  had  received  collegiate  educations, 
but  Henry  received  only  a  common-school  and  aca- 
demic education.  However,  liis  tastes  were  not  in 
the  line  pointed  out.  His  inclination  was  for  a  pro- 
fessional career,  and  he  finally  won  the  father's  con- 
sent for  preparation  for  the  medical  profession,  and 
studied  under  Dr.  Alden  Marsh,  of  Albany.  \\'hen 
through  with  the  course  he  was  immediately  taken 
into  partnership  with  his  preceptor.  During  the 
epidemic  of  cholera,  in  Canada,  in  1832,  young 
Bronson  was  sent  thither  by  his  medical  brethren 
to  investigate  the  disease.  His  report  was  so  re- 
markable for  its  exactness,  profundity  and  scientific 
insight  that  it  at  once  gave  the  physician  an  ex- 
tended professional  reputation.  On  returning  to 
Albany,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  tnree  Hos- 
pitals of  the  city. 

On  June  3,  1831,  Dr.  Bronson  was  married  to 
Sarali  M.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Lathrop,  of  West 
Springfield.  Three  years  later  he  removed  to 
Waterbury,  wdiich  continued  to  be  his  place  of  resi- 
dence until  Jan.  i,  1845,  ^vhen  he  removed  to  Xew 
Haven.  In  1842  he  had  been  elected  Professor  of 
Materia  ]Medica  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale 
College,  but  he  retained  his  residence  in  W'aterburv 
for  two  years  thereafter.  Dr.  Bronson  w^rote  vari- 
ous articles  and  sketches  contributed  to  the  New- 
Haven  Colony  Historical  Society,  and  also  con- 
tributed articles  to  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 
Of  his  writings  Dr.  Francis  Bacon  said:  "These 
productions  show  everywhere  a  conscientious  indus- 
try in  the  collection  of  obscure  materials,  an  intel- 
lectual skill  in  the  use  of  them,  and  an  imswerving 
justice  in  the  estimates  of  character  that  make  them 
models  for  that  kind  of  work.  Dr.  Bronson 
cheapens  that  of  any  successor  he  is  likely  to  have 
in  the  field.'' 

Dr.  P.ronson  prepared  a  history  of  W'aterburv, 
which  was  published  in  1858,  and  it  has  formed  the 
basis  on  which  much  has  since  been  written.  His 
mind  was  strong  and  original,  and  desjiised  super- 
ficial   methods.      His    diagnosis    of   cases    was    ex- 


haustive and  accurate.  Dr.  Bronson  is  remembered 
as  having  a  somewhat  rugged  exterior,  Ijut  lie  was 
a  great  favorite  with  the  members  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  those  who  knew  him  intimately  discovered 
beneath  a  brusque  manner  a  softness  of  heart,  and 
kindliness  of  nature,  that  endeared  jiim  to  his 
friends.  He  gave  the  sum  of  ten  thou.sand  dollars 
to  the  A\'aterbury  Hospital  among  the  betiucsts  in 
his  will,  and  he  lilxrally  remembered  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven Hospital  and  Yale  College. 

Dr.  Bronson  passed  away  Xov.  26,  1893,  li'S  wife 
preceding  him  to  the  grave  on  April  29.  1889.  Their 
children  were:  Samuel  L.,  born  Jan.  12,  1834; 
George,  born  in  1836,  who  (fied  in  1837:  Xathan 
S.,  born  Xov.  20,  1837;  and  Stephen  Henry,  born 
Feb.  18,  1844,  \\lio  died  Aug.  19,  1880. 

Judge  S.\MUEr.  Lathroi'  Bkoxsox.  son  of  Dr. 
Henry,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Waterbury,  was 
prepared  for  Yale  College  in  the  famous  Gen.  Rus- 
sell ^lilitary  School,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1835.  After  re- 
ceiving his  diploma  from  Yale  College  he  studied 
law  at  Yale  Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1857.  After  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Bar  he  removed  to  Seymour,  and  in  1861  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  E.  Stoddard,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Thomas  and  Esther  Gilbert  Stoddard,  of  that  town. 
Almost  immediately  after  graduation  he  became  a 
leader  in  the  community,  and  in  1859  was  sent  to 
tlie  General  Assembly  from  Seymour.  Earh-  in  the 
'sixties  he  returned  to  Xew  Haven,  opened  a  law  of- 
fice, and  very  soon  secured  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  In  1866  he  was  made  recorder  of  the  city 
court  of  Xew  Haven,  and  held  that  position  for 
three  years,  his  administration  being  strong  in  ex- 
ecutive force  and  popular  in  its  service  to  the  pub- 
lic. In  1869  Air.  Bronson  was  sent  from  Xew  Ha- 
ven as  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1875-76.  As  a  member  of 
that  body  he  was  recognized  as  the  shrewdest  leader 
of  the  Democratic  side,  and  no  man  had  a  larger 
following  in  his  Republican  associates. 

Judge  Bronson  was  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon ]3leas  of  Xew  Haven  county  from  1870  to 
1871,  and  then  declined  election,  and  from  1S73  to 
1878  he  w-as  corporation  counsel,  being  re-elected 
annually,  and  filling  both  these  positions  with  ability 
and  distinction.  Everybody  liked  him.  trusted  him, 
and  had  no  occasion  to  regret  the  confidence.  As 
a  law\er  he  very  soon  became  completely  occupied 
in  attending  to  the  clients  w  ho  came  to  him  in  con- 
sultation. He  was  not  known  as  a  court  lawyer, 
although  he  appeared  in  very  many  important  cases, 
and  alwavs  with  a  marked  degree  of  success,  and 
his  practice  became  very  large  and  profitable.  In 
18S5  Judge  Bronson  retired  from  active  practice, 
but  has  continued  his  relations  with  large  corpora- 
tions and  business  interests  in  the  city.  Evidently 
he  inherited  his  father's  business  instinct,  for  even 
in  his  boyhood  days  he  became  noted  as  a  remark- 
ably successful  business  man,  judicious  in  his  invest- 
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nicnts  and  far-siglUcd  in  his  cunsidciTition  of  busi- 
ness affairs.  Today  lie  is  aiivuiig  ihc  few  million- 
aires of  the  Stale. 

On  Sept.  21,  1900,  at  Hartford.  Jiuh,;c  Bronsoii 
was  made  tlic  unanimous  choice  of  the  Democratic 
State  Convention  as  the  party's  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut.  Ji.x-Congressman  I'ig-ott,  of 
New  Haven,  in  presenting  the  name  of  Judge  Brori- 
son  to  the  convention,  amonjr  other  things  said: 
"No  good  word  can  be  said  in  behalf  of  any  other 
before  you  to-day  that  cannot  be  justly  said  of  the 
one  to  be  named  by  me.  He  combines  m  himself  all 
of  the  good  qualities  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
have  been  considered  for  the  head  of  our  ticket. 
No  virtue  can  be  ascribed  to  any  of  them  that  he 
does  not  possess  in  full  mcasm-e.  This  being  so, 
it  follows  that  your  wisdom  will  demand  his  selec- 
tion. He  has  filled  and  graced  many  offices  of 
trust  and  honor.  For  years  he  has  been  a  coun- 
selor of  his  party.  In  age  he  is  mature,  not  old. 
In  education  he  is  a  product  of  Yale.  To  the  older 
members  of  our  party  throughout  the  State  he  is 
well  and  familiarly  known.  To  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  party  I  need  only  say  he  has  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  able  and  willing 
to  lead  in  all  the  doctrines  of  the  party.  Possess- 
ing as  he  does  all  the  attributes  of  success,  why 
should  he  not  be  nominated?  He  .is  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  party  in  his  own  city.  No  Democrat 
can  be  found  in  New  Haven  who  opposes  him.  Due 
regard  to  the  obligations  of  personal  confidence 
forbids  me  to  say  how  many  thousands  of  New 
Haven  Republicans  will  vote  for  him.  Nominate 
him,  and  New  Haven  will  indicate,  by  5,000  ma- 
jority at  least,  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  at 
home.  Nominate  him,  and  every  citizen  in  Con- 
necticut can  for  the  next  two  years  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  knowing  that  the  honor,  integrity,  dignity 
and  fair  name  of  the  State  are  in  charge  of  one 
beyond  reproach.  Gentlemen  of  the  convention,  in 
behalf  of  my  associates  and  on  my  own  part,  I  pre- 
sent for  your  favorable  consideration  the  name 
of  New  Haven's  favored  son,  Samuel  L.  Bron- 
son." 

Judge  Bronson  is  six  feet  in  height,  slender  and 
straight  as  an  arrow.  He  has  keen  gray  eyes  and 
hair  of  the  same  shade.  He  is  a  man  of  striking 
appearance  and  exceedingly  pleasing  address.  The 
keen  mind  for  which  he  was  noted  when  he  prac- 
ticed law  has  not  dimmed  in  the  slightest  degree. 
He  impresses  all  who  meet  him  as  being  a  man  of 
large  mental  and  moral  strength,  and  with  more 
than  an  average  supply  of  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness in  his  character.  He  is  of  the  highest  char- 
acter, strict  integrity,  keen  in  ability,  the  soul  of 
generosity,  and  always  a  plain,  sympathetic  man  of 
the  people. 

Judge  Bronson's  children  are:  Thomas  S..  a 
physician  in  New  Haven:  J.  Harmer.  of  Xe\v  Jla- 
ven ;  Sarah  Frances ;  Ezekiel  S. ;  and  Clarion  de 
Forest. 


SCOVILL  (J.  M.  L.  Scovill  was  the  first  of  tlic 
family  to  adopt  the  two  "I's"  in  the  spelling  of  ihe 
namcj.  Among-  the  old  and  leading  families  of 
Waterbury  from  its  first  settlement,  are  tliosc  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Scovill.  The  names  of  James 
AJitchell  Lamson  and  William  H.  Scovill,  and  the 
memory  of  their  useful,  noble  and  grand  lives  will 
long  be  treasured  by  the  citizens  of  AV'aterbury. 
They  laid  the  foundation  on  which  the  great  indus- 
trial structure  of  the  Waterbury  of  today  rests. 
These  brothers  descended  from  Sergeant  Jolin  Sco- 
vil,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  town,  and 
from  him  were  in  the  fifth  generation,  their  lines 
being  through  Lieut.  William  Scovil,  Rev.  James 
Scovil  and  James. 

(I)  Sergeant  John  Scovil,  the  son  of  John  .Sco- 
vil, of  Haddam,  married  in  1693,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Obediah  Richards,  and  became  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Waterbury. 

(H)  Lieut.  \\^illiam  Scovil,  th.e  son  of  Sergeant 
John  Scovil,  born  in  1703,  married  in  1729,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  John  Richards. 

(HI)  Rev.  James  Scovil,  son  of  Lieut.  William 
Scovil,  born  Jan.  27,  1732-33,  married  in  1762,  Amy,, 
daughter  of  Capt.  George  Nichols.  Dr.  Scovil  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1757.  In  1759  he 
became  the  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  the 
missioin  field  at  Waterbury,  Northbury,  and  what 
is  now  Bristol,  Conn.  He  made  his  residence  at 
Waterbury,  and  was  the  town's  first  resident  rector. 
After  his  labors  of  nearly  thirty  years  in  this  field,, 
he  removed  in  1788  to  New  Brunswick,  becoming 
rector  of  the  church  at  Kingston.  He  died  at  that; 
point  Dec.  19,  1808,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  min- 
istry. 

(IV)  James  Scovil,  son  of  Rev.  James  Scovil. 
was  born  -March  19,  1764,  in  Waterbury,  and  oit 
Nov.  16,  1788,  married  Alathea,  daughter  of  Mitch- 
ell Lamson,  a  merchant  of  Woodbury,  Conn.  He 
became  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  was  a  large 
land  owner,  acted  as  trying  justice,  and  was  always 
known  as  Esquire  Scovil.  During  the  war  of  1812 
he  established  and  carried  on  a  woolen  mill.  He 
was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  and  much  di.gnity  of 
manner  and  character.  He  died  Nov.  26,  1S25.  He 
was  the  only  member  of  his  father's  family  who 
remained  in  Waterbury  on  their  removal  to  New 
Brunswick. 

James  Mitchell  Lam.sox  Scovill,  son  of  James 
Scovil,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1789,  in  Waterbury,  where 
he  attended  the  district  schools.  When  seventeen 
\\t  began  clerking  in  his  father's  store.  In  181 1, 
associated  with  David  Hayden  and  I'Vederick  Leav- 
enworth, he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  gilt  and 
brass  buttons.  In  1827  William  H.  Scovill  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Dr.  Leavenworth  and  ^Mr. 
Hayden,  and  the  firm  became  J.  M.  L.  &  W.  H. 
Scovill.  The  business  under  both  firms  from  the 
start  had  been  modestly  successful,  and  the  new 
firm  continued  to  prosper  until  the  burning  of  their 
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factory  in  1829.  Thc)'  rebuilt  and  their  business  in- 
creased;  some  ten  or  more  years  later  S.  AI.  Buck- 
ingham and  Abraham  Ives  became  interested  in  the 
button  business  with  the  Scovills,  and  the  firm  name 
changed  to  that  of  Scovill  &  Co.  In  the  meantime 
the  rolled  Iirass  and  plated  metal  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  .Sco\-ill  Brothers  was  being  rapidly  devel- 
oped, and  this,  which  had  assumed  an  important  in- 
terest, they  continued  under  the  name  of  J.  M.  L. 
&  W.  H.  Scovill.  The  brothers  also  associated 
themselves  with  John  Buckingham,  under  the  name 
of  Scovill  &  Buckingham,  in  the  making  of  patent 
brass  butts.  About  this  time  they  began  the  manu- 
facture of  dagucrreot\'pc  plates,  which  was  soon 
developed  into  an  extensive  business.  In  January, 
1850,  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  under  the 
name  of  Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.,  into  which  all 
the  interests  of  the  foregoing  were  merged,  some 
of  their  employes  being  admitted  as  stock  holders. 
Of  this  corporation  the  Scovills  owned  a  majority 
of  the  stock,  the  capital  of  which  was  at  the  start 
$250,000,  and  some  years  later  was  increased  to 
$300,000. 

Dr.  Bronson  in  his  history  of  ^^'aterbury  (185S) 
says : 

The  present  manufacturing  interests  of  W'aterbnry  are 
perhaps  more  iiidehted  to  Lamson  Scovill  (Mr.  Scovili  was 
generally  called  by  the  last  of  his  given  names)  than  to 
any  other  man.-  He  was  bold,  energetic  and  sagacious. 
He  had  enlarged  views  and  that  degree  of  confidence  in 
the  future  which  insured  success.  So  soon  as  he  got 
strength  of  his  own,  he  was  ready  to  lend  assistance  to 
others.  Many  enterprises  have  been  carried  forward  to  a 
successful  result  by  his  relations,  but  his  friends  in  the 
largest  sense  shared  in  his  financial  prosperity.  He  was 
foremost  in  all  the  improvements  of  his  native  village. 
His  own  generous  impulses  he  did  not  hesitate  to  follow, 
even  when  indulgence  \\as  e.xpen'iive.  He  was  a  large 
hearted  man,  with  social,  kindly  feeling.  Few  persons  have 
been  equally  respected  or  more  beloved.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  important 
benefactor.  His  generosity  and  that  of  his  brother  Will- 
iam founded  a  professor-hip  in  Washington  College  which 
is  named  after  the  donors. 

Below  are  given  some  extracts  from  obituarv 
notices  of  Mr.  Scovill  which  appeared  in  one  of  the 
Waterbury  papers  at  the  time  of  his  death: 

Those  who  remember  him  in  those  early  days,  will 
bear  witness  to  his  native  kindness  of  disposition,  the 
manly  traits  of  his  character:  an  infusion  of  a  certain  mag- 
nanimity which  won  for  him  the  love  of  his  associates 
that  made  him  almost  their  idol — hieh-toncd  qualities  that 
never  forsook  him  under  any  circumstances,  and  which 
were  an  index  of  that  honorable  and  useful  career  that 
has  since  associated  his  name  with  all  that  is  good,  up- 
right, cnterpri-ing  and  practicable,  not  onlv  in  tlie  com- 
munity in  which  lie  lived,  was  born  and  died,  but  his  in- 
fluence has  been  as  broadcast,  as  his  views  more  noble, 
unselfish  and  expanded.  On  reviewing  the  gradual  steps 
by  which  he  rose  to  the  lofty  eminence  whicli  he  attaine<l 
among  his  fellowmen,  we  have  practical  commentary  of 
what  can  be  achieved  by  a  single  individual  who  steadily 
pursues  the  well  trodden  path  of  industrv.  guided  bv  per- 
severance, integrity  and  prudence.  With  a'well  balanced 
mind,  without  any  pretensions  to  brilliancy,  there  was  a 
massivencss  in  his  intellect  which  enabled  him  to  grapple 
with  circumstances,  to  concentrate  and  apply  the  means  of 


success  to  a  remarkable  degree.  He  would  pcrhap.s  be 
classed  by  .some  as  rather  a  slow  thinker,  but  when  lie 
made  up  his  mind  to  do  a  thing,  it  was  as  good  as  accom- 
plished. Though  jirogre.-sive,  he  waa  not  speculative.  He 
re(|uired  to  be  coiivince<l  before  he  adopted  a  course  of 
action,  that  done  no  more  was  to  be  said;  and  as  in  his 
business  character,  so  was  it  in  his  general  intercourse  in 
the  ordinary  duties  of  society.  Xever  obtrusive,  he  was 
ever  forward  in  every  eiiierprise  that  would  promote  the 
public  good,  lending  not  only  his  personal  inlhience,  but 
lavish  with  (hose  means  wiih  which  fortune  had  favored 
him.  He  took  a  lively  intere.-t  in  the  politics  of  the  day, 
yet  had  no  aspiration  for  office,  though  elected  at  various 
times  to  represent  his  native  town  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature,  rather  at  the  intercession  of  his  constituents 
than  from  his  own  choice.  In  his  private  relations  ho  was 
the  soul  of  honor,  never  forgetting  a  favor  or  neglecting  a 
friend.  As  he  lived  so  he  died,  the  same  Lanison  Scovill, 
as  fresh  in  his  feelings  and  sympathies  as  distinguished 
him  in  his  boyhood. 

On  Oct.  9,  1849,  '\[v.  Scovill  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Morton,  daughter  of  William  H. 
Merriman,  of  W'atertown.  Their  children  were: 
James  JM.  L.,  born  Sept.  3,  1850,  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years;  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb.  15,  1852,  mar- 
ried Joseph  T.  Whittlesey,  of  New  Haven,  and  died 
Dec.  15,  1877;  Henry  W.,  born  Nov.  11,  1853,  mar- 
ried Ellen  Whittakcr,  daughter  of  T.  R.  Hyde,  of 
\\'csterly,  Rhode  Island. 

James  Mitchell  Lamson  Scovill  died  r\Iay  6, 
1857,  and  at  the  time  of  his  funeral  the  factories, 
stores,  and  public  places  of  Waterbury  were  closed. 

William  I-Iexrv  Scovill,  son  of  James  Scovill, 
was  born  July  27,  1796,  and  passed  his  early  years 
on  his  father's  farm  and  in  his  store.     While  in  his 
teens  he  attended  for  a  time  the  Cheshire  Academy, 
then  taught  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bronson,  being  there 
in  the  winter  of   1812-13.     In   1814  he  became  a 
clerk  in  a  store  in  New  Haven,  first  for  a  ]Mr.  Brush, 
then   for  a   [Mr.    Peck.     At   the   age  of  twenty   he 
opened  a  store  in  Waterbury,  Mr.  Peck,  his  fonner 
employer,    furnishing    the    capital.     For    years   he 
abandoned  the  business,  it  proving  an  unsuccessful 
venture.     Following"  this  period  he  passed  two  years 
as  a  clerk  for  his  uncle,  William  K.  Lamson,  in  the 
store  at  Berwick,   Penn.     He  then  went  to   X'orth 
Carolina,  and  for  several  years  carried  on  a  general 
country  store,  and  also  dealt  in  cotton  at  Turner's 
Cross  Roads.     Here  he  accumulated  several  thous- 
and   dollars,    and    returning   to    Waterbury,    joined 
his  brother,  J.  M.  L.  Scovill,  and  purchased  the  in-  : 
terests  in  the  metal  Initton  business,  previously  held  i 
by  Dr.  Leavenworth  and  Air.  Hayden.     Mr.  Scovill  j 
for  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  I 
March  27,   1854,  at  Charleston.  S.   C,  whither  he  i 
had  gone  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  filled  a  large; 
space  and  exercised  a  wide  influence  in  the  com-  ■ 
munity  in  which  he  lived.     As  has  been  said  of  him: 

As  has  been  said  of  him,  he  was  a  sasracious  man,  of 
comprehensive  views,  who  assisted  his  brother  in  conduct- 
ing one  of  the  most  extensive  and  prosperous  manufac- 
turing establishments  in  Waterbury.  He  was  a  man  of  in- 
telligence, of  gracious  sympathies  and  inflexible  principle. 
His  wealth  he  distributed  with  a  free  hand  in  the  way  of 
both  public  and  private  charity.     To  ever3-  good  cause  he 
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\\i\.<.  rcncly  to  give  inntcrial  aid.  lie  was  cmpluilically  a 
imblic  benefactor  and  liis  loss  was  a  public  calamity.  lie 
was  one  of  the  most  active  and  intlueniial  members  of  Si. 
John's  Cliurcb,  Waierbury;  was  senior  warden  for  many 
years,  and  was  amoiif;  the  foremost  in  tlic  work  of  erecl- 
ing  tile  beautiful  edifice  in  which  the  society  worvhip|)ed 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Tliroualioul  the  Stale  he  was 
known  as  th.e  lilieral  patron  of  the  church  and  its  ln■^ti- 
lutions. 

Oil  the  death  of  J.  M.  I..  Scovill.  a  writer  in 
one  of  tile  W'aieilniry  jiapcrs  tlms  referred  to  the 
two  Scovill  brothers: 

Never  were  two  men  belter  calculated  for  each  other — 
both  were  actuated  by  the  higbe-t  impulses  of  integrity, 
and  their  qualifications  though  different  were  so  happily 
blended,  such  was  the  confidence  between  them,  tlial  in  all 
]i;attcrs  of  business  they  were  only  known  as  one.  Both 
at  the  time  of  their  death  were  identified  with  nearly 
every  kindred  euablishmcnt  in  \\'aterbury.  and  one  can 
hardly  turn  his  eye  without  being  reminded  of  their  joint 
particiiiation  in  the  progress  and  advancement  of  their 
native  city — the  welfare  of  which  formed  one  of  the  lead- 
ing (bjccts  of  their  ambition. 

William  H.  Scovill  was  twice  married.  On 
July  2,  1827,  he  wedded  Eunice  Ruth  Davies,  daugh- 
ter of  Hen.  Thomas  J-  Davies,  of  F.lack  Lake,  X.  Y. 
"She  was  a  woman  of  many  virtues,  of  uncommon 
intelligence  and  great  force  of  character,  and  died 
much  lamented,  of  pulmonary  consumption,  Xov. 
25,  1839."  Mr.  Scovill  marrieil  (second)  March 
22,  1841,  Rebecca  H.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Nathan 
Smith,  of  Xew  Haven.  To  the  first  union  were 
born  four  children,  two  of  whom,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Kings- 
bury and  Mrs.  William  E.  Curtis,  survive.  The 
child  born  to  the  second  marriage  is  \\'illiam  H. 
Scovill,  now  a  resident  of  Hudson,  X.  Y.  Mrs. 
Rebecca  H.  Scovill  died  Aug.  4,  1854. 

HOX.  EDWARD  ISAAC  SAXFORD,  LL.  B., 
long  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Bar 
and  who  was  in  ptiblic  life  for  many  \ears,  twenty- 
four  of  which  he  served  as  Judge  of  the  Sttperior 
Court  of  Connecticut,  was  a  representative  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines  of  old  and  respected 
families  of  X'ew  Haven. 

Born  July  4,  1820,  in  Xew  Haven,  Judge  San- 
fbrd  was  the  son  of  Elihu  and  Susan  (  Hc)wen )  San- 
ford,  tlie  former  a  nnich  esteemed  and  sticccssful 
mcrcliant  of  that  place  and  his  personal  character- 
istics were  those  that  might  naturally  have  lieen  in- 
herited from  such  ancestors.  Thomas  San  ford,  th.e 
first  American  ancestor  of  the  branch  of  the  family, 
came  to  Boston  in  1631  ;  in  1634  he  was  in  Dorches- 
ter and  in  1639  in  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in 
1681. 

Edward  I.  Sanford  was  fitted  for  college  in 
the  Fairfield  Academy.  Fairfield,  and  the  Hopkins 
Grammar  School,  Xew  Ha\-en.  In  1S43  '^c  entered 
Yale  College,  fronii  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1847.  Immediately  afterward  he  entered  Yale  Law 
?f-hoo!  and  was  graduated  therefrom  with  the  de- 
cree of  LL.  B.  in  1849.  .\fter  spending  some  time 
n  thi;  office  of  Henry  White,   Esquire,  in   further 


study  under  his  direction,  he  opened  an  office  for 
himself  in  Xew  Haven  and  commenced  the  i)racticc 
of  law.  Although  he  devoted  liiniself  assiduously 
ti)  his  profession,  without  aiming  at  distinctions  out- 
side of  it,  he  soon  attr.acted  aiu!  steadily  thereafter 
niainlained  and  increased  the  fa\iii-at)le  regard  of 
his  fellnw  citizens,  who  from  lime  to  time  called 
him  Ui  the  discharge  of  public  duties.  In  1853  he 
was  elected  memlier  of  the  common  council  of  Xew 
Haven.  From  1858  to  1860  and  atrain  from  1863 
to  1866  be  was  Jtidge,  or  Recorder,  as  it  was  then 
styled,  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  that  city.  The  dignity 
and  ability  with  which  he  administered  the  duties 
of  his  office  are  }ct  renie'inbcrcd  with  great  respect 
by  those  lawyers  of  the  |)resent  day  who  then  prac- 
ticed before  him.  In  1864  and  again  in  1S65  Judge 
Sanford  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the 
Xew  Haven  District.  Dtiring  the  latter  part  of 
1868  and  the  early  part  of  1869  he  was  an  instruc- 
tor in  Yale  Law  School  and  rendered  valuable 
service  in  securing  that  rc-organization  of  the  school 
V.  hich  led  to  its  present  great  and  growing  prosper- 
ity. In  1867  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Su- 
|urior  Court  for  the  tenn  of  eight  years.  Ijeginning 
July  27  of  that  year.  By  successive  re-appoint- 
ments in  1875  and  1883  he  was  contintted  in  office 
until  July  27,  1891. 

"His  work  upon  the  Bench  of  the  Superior 
Court,"  says  Hon.  Henry  B.  Harrison,  who  pre- 
pared an  obituarv  sketch  of  Jtidge  Sanford,  from 
which  much  of  the  personal  matter  of  this  article 
is  taken,  ''for  that  long  i)eriorl  of  twenty-four  vears, 
was  sttbstaiitially  the  work  of  his  life,  and  to  it  he 
devoted  with  conscientious  and  laborious  care  all 
his  energies.  He  was  not  ambitious  for  the  glitter 
of  pul)lic  office  and  never  sought  it,  but  he  learned 
to  like  his  duties  as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  he  was  content  to  limit  Iiis  career  to  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  them.  His  personal  character 
^vas  blameless.  Everybody  who  knew  him  liked  him. 
His  friends  stood  fast  to  him  and  he  stood  fast  to 
them.  His  hand  was  open  and  generous.  His  tastes 
were  eminently  domestic;  his  heart  was  always  in 
his  home." 

On  June  19,  1849,  Mr.  Sanford  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Jane,  daut^hter  of  Hanford  Lvon.  of 
Eridgeport,  and  to  the  tininu  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Edward  T..  Jr..  a  lawyer  of  Xew 
York;  and  Fannie  S.,  wlm  married  Lewis  Hotch- 
kiss,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  has  one  son,  Sanford  Lewis 
I  Hotchkiss. 

I  Bv  the  close  of  Judge  S.anfnrd's  career  on  the 
I  Bench,  in  1891,  his  health  had  become  seriouslv  im- 
I  paired,  and  it  continued  to  grow  worse  until  his 
I  death,  July  13,  1803.  '  ^'^  ^t^i"'"''  4.  '87'^  he  form- 
;  ally  joinexi  the  Center  Chir.vh.  :if  Xew  Haven,  with 

his  wife  and  daughter,  and  he  died  in  the  faith. 
!         At  a  meeting  of  the   Xew   Haven   County  Bar. 
i  held  two  da\s  after  Jinlge  San  lord's  death.  ap])ro))ri- 
i  ate    resolutions    were    unanimously    adopted,    from 
i  which  the  following  is  taken : 


C^  ^?C-t^^ci~^  c?C^ 
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To  perpcliiiile  ov.x  IiIrIi  iipprccintion  of  the  cliar:ictcr 
and  qiialilii's  of  tlic  laic  Jiulsu  F.dwanl  I.  Sanford.  and  of 
the  loss  to  Us  and  to  the  community  at  large  involved  in 
liis  death,  the  Har  of  New  Haven  County  now  re>oIve: 

'Ihat  as  a  man.  his  friendships  were  many,  bro;id.  catli- 
olic  and  apjireciative.  That  as  a  judge,  his  courtesy  was 
unfailing',  his  patience  unwearied,  his  learning  and  dili- 
gence alwaxs  mastering  tlie  complicateil  (piestions  arising 
in  the  di-charge  for  many  years  of  his  duties  as  a  Judge 
of  tlie  Superior  Court. 

That  in  Judge  Sanford  there  was  the  true  friend  and 
the  upright  and  capalile  judge,  and  we  mourn  his  death  as 
the  loss  of  a  piTSLinal  friend,  and  we  deplore  his  illness  and 
consequent  death  as  a  public  misfortune. 

Ex-Gov.  Hanison  in  clositig-  liis  obituary  notice 
of  Judge  Sanford  cliaracterized  liini  as  "A  higli- 
minded  gentleman,  a  good  citizen,  a  faithful  friend, 
a  loving  husliand  and  father  and  a  just  judge." 

;\Irs.  Sarali  Jane  (Lyon)  Sanford,  wife  of  Judge 
Edward  I.  Sanford,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
Hanford  and  Hcttie  A.  (Thompson)  Lyon,  was 
born  ill  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1901, 
at  her  home.  No.  538  Chapel  street,  New  Haven. 
She  was  a  descendant  on  both  sides  from  early  Con- 
necticut families,  the  Thompsons,  of  Stratford,  and 
the  Lyons,  from  Easton.  Hanford  Lyon  was  born 
in  1793  in  Easton.  son  of  Nehemiah  W.  Lyon,  a 
patriot  of  the  Revolution,  who  lived  to  the  remarka- 
ble age  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  one  years,  while 
his  son,  Hanford,  reached  nearly  eighty-five  years, 
dying  in  1S79  in  Bridgeport,  where  he  had  been  a 
leading  citizen  and  prominent  business  man  through 
a  long  life  time.  The  town  of  Easton  was  settled 
about  1757  by  inhabitants  from  Fairfield,  among 
the  early  settlers  being  Stephen.  Daniel,  Abram. 
Thomas,  Josiah  and  Nehemiah  Lyon,  who  were 
probably  the  descendants  of  Richard  Lyon,  who  was 
in  Fairfield  as  early  as  1649,  or  of  Thomas  Lyon, 
a  brother  of  Richard.  Thomas  bought  property  in 
Fairfield  in  1654,  but  sold  it  in  1675  and  removed 
to  Greenwich. 

HON.  RUFUS  S.  PICKETT,  lawyer  and  form- 
er Judge  of  the  City  Court,  New  Haven,  is  one 
of  the  city's  esteemed  and  respected  citizens,  \yho 
through  tlie  force  of  his  own  efforts  has  risen  to 
position  and  influence  in  his  j^rofession  and  citi- 
zenship. 

Judge  Pickett  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ridge- 
field,  Conn.,  Feb.  28.  182Q,  son  of  Rufus  H.  and 
Betsey  (Parsons)  Pickett,  and  in  several  lines 
comes  of  Revolutionary  stock  and  a  sturdv  New 
England  aticestry  of  the  Colonial  period.  His  par- 
ents were  born,  the  father  aliout  179S,  and  the 
mother  April  20,  1704.  and  died,  the  former  in 
1872,  and  the  latter  June  13,  iSfiS.  To  them  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  \\'illiam  H.,  Rufus  S., 
Isabella,  Francis,  and  Edwin.  The  last  named  was 
killed  while  fighting  in  the  Lmion  Army  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  Judge  Pickett's  grandfather 
Abraham  1 'arsons,  born  Feb.  19,  1764,  was  a  farmer 
of  Redding,  Cotm.,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Continental  Armv  in  the  war  of  the  Revo'utiui.  atul 


was  a  L'nitcd  Stales  jjcnsioner.  Mr.  Parsons  mar- 
ried Urana  Starr,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  whose  lather, 
]3cnjamin  Starr,  was  also  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  yielded  up  his  life  in  defense  of  iiis  coun- 
try, dying  en  route  home  on  sick  leave  of  absence 
with  camp  fever,  .Sept.  3,  1775.  He  had  been  in 
camp  near  \\'hite  I-'lains.  Urana  (Starr)  Parsons, 
the  Judge's  grandmother,  was  a  native  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  born  March  23,  1765,  and  died  there  Sept. 
30,  1848,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age,  and 
lier  husband,  Abraham  Parsons,  passed  away  March 
16,  1852,  in  Ridgcfield,  Conn.  Benjam'in  Starr  was 
a  resident  of  Mill  Plain  in  the  western  part  of 
Danbury,  perhaps  within  bounds  of  Ridgebury 
Parish.  He  had  descended  from  Dr.  Comfort  Starr, 
the  emigrant  settler  who  came  from  Ashford,  Coun- 
ty Kent,  England,  to  New  England  as  early  as 
1638,  the  year  in  which  he  purchased  land  in  Dux- 
bury,  ]Mass.,  and  was  of  Catnbridge.  From  this 
ancestor  Judge  Pickett's  lineage  is  through  Dr. 
Thomas  (born  in  England),  Capt.  Josiah  (born  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  a  resident  of  Danbury  and 
founder  of  that  branch  of  the  Starr  family),  Capt. 
John,  Lieut.  Jonathan.  Benjamin.  Urana  (Starr) 
Parsons  and  Betsey   (Parsons)    Pickett.  | 

Judge  Pickett  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  was  there  prepared  for  college 
in   Hugh   Bank's  Academy.     Owing  to  the   failing 
health  of  his  father,  at  eighteen.  Rufus  S.  abandoned 
his  studies  and  devoted  himself  to  the  management 
of  his    father's   business,   continuing   so   to   do    for  , 
six  vears.     At  this  period  in  his  life,  1854,  he  went  | 
to  New  Haven,  where  for  seven  and  a  half  years  he  1 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  N.  Y.  S:  N.  H.  R.  R.  Com-  ■ 
pany,   engaged   in   building  and   repairing  locomo- 
tives when   it   was  a  single  track   road   and  dioing  ^ 
its  business  with  twenty-four  engines  only.  j 

In  the  Lincoln  campaign  of  i860,  as  now.  an  ; 
ardent  Republican,  Mr.  Pickett  was  encouraged  by 
his  friend  and  former  schoolmate,  Cyrus  Northrop, 
then  a  professor  in  Yale  University  and  afterwards 
President  of  the  University  of  Minnesota,  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  same.  He  answered  some  of 
the  nutnerous  calls  for  speakers  in  New  Haven' 
and  adjoiirng  towns,  speakino-  in  company  with  ■ 
Professor  Northrop,  Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry,  now  Con- 
gressman from  the  New  Haven  district,  John  W'ood- 
rufif  and  others.  On  the  coming  into  power  of  the 
Lincoln  administration  and  the  appointment  of  the 
late  James  F.  Babcock.  collector  of  the  Port  of  New 
Haven.  Mr.  Pickett  received  the  appointment 
through  Mr.  Balicock  of  inspector  of  customs,  which 
office  with  that  of  weigher  and  ganger  he  held  for 
several  years,  and  while  in  office  and  performing 
his  duties  faithfully,  he  resumed  his  studies.  He 
entered  Yale  Law  School,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  took  the  Jewell  prize  as  essayist.  He  was 
graduated  with  good  standing  in  1873.  and  en- 
te-ed  upon  the  general  practice  of  law  in  New 
Maven.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  City  .Attorney 
and  for  six  vears  faith  full  v  and  efficientlv  discharg- 


26 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ed  his  duties  as  sucli.  lie  received,  in  18S5,  by  ap- 
])ointmciit,  the  office  of  Assistant  Judge,  and  in  1887 
Judi;e  of  the  City  Court  of  New  llavcn.  lie  heard 
sonic  ol  the  early  boycoit  cases,  and  pro])ared  opin- 
ions on  Ihcm,  whicli  had  a  wide  circulation  in  the 
country,  and  which  have  been  substantially  con- 
firmed by  the  higher  courts  of  several  States. 

Judge  i'ickett's  religious  connections  are  with 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

Early  in  life  Judge  Pickelt  was  married,  and  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  younger  son, 
Edwin,  is  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  County 
Bar. 

ELTON.  Conspicuously  prominent  has  been 
th  name  of  Elton  in  the  history  of  Waterbury  for 
the  past  three  quarters  of  a  century,  as  was  it  for 
that  length  of  time  previously  in  W'atertown,  where 
Drs.  John  and  Samuel  ]Llton,  father  and  son,  re- 
spectively, practiced  medicine  for  fully  seventy-five 
years.  Early  in  the  present  century  there  came  to 
Waterbury  the  late  Hon.  John  Prince  Elton,  who 
became  one  of  the  active  and  successful  promoters 
of  the  city's  industries,  and  for  many  years  was  one 
of  its  most  prominent  manufacturers  and  leading 
citizens.  While  his  son,  the  Hon.  James  Samuel 
Elton,  former  Senator,  president  of  the  Waterbury 
National  Bank  and  of  the  Waterbury  Brass  Com- 
pany, has  sustained  the  father's  reputation. 

James  Samuel  Elton,  on  his  father's  side,  is  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  John  Elton,  who  early 
came  to  this  country  from  Bristol,  England,  and 
settled  in  iMiddlctown,  Conn.  The  line  of  James  S. 
Elton's  descent  is  through  Ebenezer  Elton,  Eben- 
czer  Elton  (2),  Dr.  John  Elton,  Dr.  Samuel  Elton 
and  John   Prince  Elton. 

(H)  Ebenezer  Elton,  son  of  John  Elton,  born 
in  16S6,  located  in  Branford,  Connecticut. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  Elton  (2),  son  of  Ebenezer  El- 
ton, born  in  1712,  married  ("first)  Hannah  Ward. 
of  Aliddletown,  Conn.  She  died  in  1754,  and  Eben- 
ezer married   (second)   in  January,  1755. 

(IV)  Dr.  John  Elton,  son  of  Ebenezer  Elton 
(2),  born  October  6.  175.S.  married  Lucy  Prince. 
He  succeeded  his  brother  Dr.  James  Elton  in  prac- 
tice, and  for  twenty-four  vears  practiced  medicine 
in  Watertown.  He  died  Oct.  9,  1800,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  May  27,  181 1. 

(V)  Dr.  Samuel  Elton,  son  of  Dr.  John  Elton. 
born  Sept.  6.  17S0,  married  Betsev,  eldest  dausrhtcr 
o_f  Charles  Merriman,  of  Watertown.  Dr.  Samuel 
Elton  studied  medicine  for  a  time  with  his  father. 
who  purposed  to  give  the  son  the  best  possible  med- 
ical education,  but  death  defeated  his  plans,  and  at 
the  earlv  age  of  eighteen  the  son.  with  little  knowl- 
edge of  medical  works,  commenced  active  practice 
which  was  never  relaxed  until  old  ap"e  and  disf^isi? 
enforced  it:  his  death  occurred  Dec.  8.  t8:;8.  "His 
conclusions  were  so  uniformlv  correct  that  he  earlv 


grew  into  an  extensive  practice  as  consulting  and  ad- 
visory physician  in  all  neighboring  communities.  He 
was  kind  and  tender  in  lecling,  but  never  profuse 
in  expressions  of  sympathy ;  plain,  almost  blunt,  in 
language ;  stern  in  outward  demeanor,  but  when  oc- 
casion ])ermitted,  jovial  and  jjlayful  as  a  boy.  No 
one  was  ever  more  endeared,  or  more  perfectly  se- 
cured in  the  confidence  of  his  patients,  than  was  Dr. 
Samuel  Ellon  to  the  end.  He  acquired  a  handsome 
estate,  which  might  have  been  doubled  had  he  chosen 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  very  reasonable  charges 
for  his  labors.  He  never  took  legal  steps  to  collect 
a  debt.  lie  \isited  and  cared  for  the  poverty- 
stricken  patient  with  all  the  assiduity  he  gave  the 
wealthiest.  Plonesty,  temperance  and  economy 
were  with  him  cordial  virtues." 

Hex.  JoHX  Prince  Elton,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Elton,  was  born  April  26,  1809,  in  Watertown, 
Conn.,  where  he  attended  the  district  schools,  and 
also,  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  school  of 
Simeon  Hart,  at  Farmington.  I^ater  he  worked  on 
his  father's  farni  until  he  came  to  Waterbury  in 
1S32,  and  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Holmes  & 
Hotchkiss,  manufacturers  of  sheet  brass.  After 
several  changes  in  partnership  the  firm  finally,  in 
1838,  became  Brown  &  Elton.  On  coming  into  the 
firm  Mr.  Elton  at  once  took  his  place  in  the  mill,  and 
made  himself  familiar  by  manual  labor  with  all  the 
aspects  of  manufacturing,  and  in  addition  to  the 
work  he  did  with  his  hands,  he  looked  after  the 
various  details  of  the  business,  including  the  pro- 
viding of  the  necessary  money  to  meet  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  firm.  He  remained  in  active  connec- 
tion with  the  firm  until  1850,  with-drawing  then  on 
account  of  impaired  health.  In  1S54  he  took  an 
important  part  in  organizing  the  Waterbury  Brass 
Co.,  of  which  he  was  a  director,  and  in  1S55  became 
its  president,  and  so  continued  throughout  life.  For 
some  years  prior  to  his  death  he  .gave  much  of  his 
time  to  various  corporations,  industrial  and  finan- 
cial, in  which  he  had  invested  capital,  and  in 
which  he  held  the  position  of  director  or  president. 
From  December,  1850.  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  president  of  the  Waterburv  Bank.  In  i8fio  he 
established  a  private  house  styled  the  Elton  Loan  & 
Trust  Office,  which  was  successfully  carried  on  af- 
ter his  death  by  his  son  and  son-in-law  (C.  N.  Way- 
land)  under  the  name  of  the  Elton  Banking  Com- 
pany. 

in  1S40,  1849  and  1850,  Mr.  Elton  was  elected 
as  a  Whig  to  the  General  .Assembly  of  the  State. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  af- 
filiated with  it,  and  became  one  of  its  strong  sup- 
porters. He  was  again  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1863.  and  was  chosen  a  Presidential 
elector  in  1S64,  but  died  two  days  after  his  elec- 
tion— Nov.  10,  1864.  He  was  a  menihci:  of  the 
I-".piscopal  Church,  and  throughout  his  life  gave  lib- 
crallv  to  the  expense  and  charities  of  St.  John's 
parish.  "Mr.  Elton  was  a  man  of  public  spirit  be- 
yond most  of  his  contemporaries,  and  heartily  co- 
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operated   in  enterprises    tliat  inlerestcd,  and   were 
likely  to  benefit  the  city." 

A    writer   thus    sjioke    of  him    in    the   press   of 

^^'alerbury  at  the  lime  of  his  death: 

No  lanijiiagc  of  ours  can  do  justice  to  liis  upiiglitnc^s 
and  parity  tjf  cliaractcr,  his  aftlucnt  virtues  of  mind  and 
heart,  which  were  open  as  day  to  melting  charity.  All 
these  things  arc  recorded  on  liigli,  and  arc  left  as  a  pre- 
cious legacy  to  the  living.  Tlicrc  is  no  invidiousness  in 
saying  that  no  man  could  have  been  taken  from  among  us 
whose  loss  could  more  deeply  have  alBictccl  the  welfare  of 
our  connnunity,  with  wliich  he  has  l)een  identitled  for 
Ihirty-fivc  years  as  a  leading  and  prominent  manufacturer 
and  latterly  as  a  banker— and  as  i)resi(lent  of  the  Waterbury 
Bank,  as  the  successor  of  Judge  Bronson,  has  exhibited 
financial  talents  of  the  highest  order. 

The  deceased  was  the  confidant  of  the  ever-to-be  re- 
membered hrotliers  ScoviH.  now  and  then  co-operated  with 
them  in  all  the  noble  enterprises  which  could  confer 
wealth,  honor  and  improvement  to  the  place,  either  in  the 
way  of  business  or  embellishment.  Generous,  public-spir- 
ited, and  feeling  a  local  pride  in  the  place,  the  gratitude 
which  the  city  owes  to  these  three  noble  men  cannot  be 
measured  by  any  language  of  praise  from  us.  As  'z.  citizen, 
Mr.  Elton  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  classes 
of  men,  many  of  whom  looked  up  to  him  for  advice  and 
counsel,  and  who  found  him  ever  ready  to  aid  them  in  all 
laudable  purpose-.  l"he  writer  of  this  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude,  and  we  are  but  one  of  hundreds  who  have  occa- 
sion to  honor  his  memory.  He  was  literally  a  inan  of  the 
people,  mingled  with  them,  and  studied  their  happiness  and 
prosperity.  His  benevolence  was  unbounded — believing 
that  "to  whom  much  is  given,  much  would  be  required." 
He  considered  his  large  and  ample  possession  as  under  a 
stewardship  of  the  Lord,  consequently  he  gave  freely  of 
his  substance  to  religious,  educational,  moral  and  benevo- 
lent purposes.  The  town,  the  church  and  even  the  State, 
have  suffered  a  loss  not  easily  supplied — to  say  nothing  of 
his  sorrowing  and  deeply  bereaved  family.  In  short,  as  a 
friend,  a  Christian,  a  counsellor  and  a  citizen,  it  will  be 
long  before  we  look  upon  his  like  again 

On  May  8,  1835,  Mr.  Elton  was  married  to 
Olive  Margaret,  datighter  of  Capt.  Moses  Hall. 
She  was  born  June  15.  1816,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1892. 
There  were  four  children  born  of  this  union,  name- 
ly: Lucy  E.,  born  April  16,  1837,  is  the  wife  of 
C.  N.  AVayland ;  James  Samuel,  born  Nov.  7,  1838, 
is  mentioned  further  on;  Charles  P.,  born  Aug.  17, 
1840,  died  April  12.  1845 '.  'i"ci  John  rvl.,  born  March 
19,  1S45,  <^'cd  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  are  of  a  noble  ancestry 
in  lines  embracing  Dr.  Daniel  Porter  and  John  Hop- 
kins among  the  founders  of  Waterbury.  Several 
of  their  forefathers,  including  Capt.  Nathaniel  IMer- 
riman,  John  Punderson  and  William  Andrews,  were 
founders  of  New  Haven.  Others  in  the  persons  of 
Stphen  Hart,  John  Bronson,  Anthony  Hawkins, 
Deacon  John  Hall  and  Dr.  John  Hull,  were  con- 
spicuous at  Farmington  and  AVallingford  in  their 
early  settlement. 

Hon.  James  Samuel  Elton,  son  of  John  Prince 
Elton,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1838,  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 
He  was  educated  in  Rev.  C.  W.  Everest's  school, 
Hamden,  and  Gen.  Russell's  military  school.  New 
Haven.  For  a  time  he  received  some  practical 
knowledge  of  manufacturing  in  the  emp'u.iy  of  the 
American  Pin  Co.,  of  Wa'erbury,  and  of  business 


in  the  New  York  store  of  the  Scovill  ManufacturingN 
Co.  In  1SO3  he  established  himself  in  busine.=s  in 
his  native  place  with  the  Waterbury  liirass  Co.,  and 
has  ever  since  been  responsibly  connected  with  that 
company.  He  has  been  the  executive  head  of  the 
company  since  J874,  succeeding  to  the  presidency 
at  the  death  of  J.  C.  Welton.  Mr.  Elton  has  been 
coimected  with  a  number  of  the  corporations  of 
Waterbury  and  elsewhere,  and  has  led  an  active 
business  life.  He  is  a  director  of  the  American 
Brass  Co.,  the  New  England  Watch  Co.,  of  Blake  & 
Johnson,  and  of  the  Waterbury  National  Bank, 
whicji  his  father  assisted  in  organizing,  and  of  which 
he  was  the  second  president,  an  office  he  held  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In    1881  ]\Ir.  Elton  was  nominated  bv  his  party 

j  as  State  Senator.     He  was  elected,  notwithstanding 

I  his  party  was  the  minority  one  in  the  district.     He 

j  is  an  active  member,  and  an  official  of  St.   Jnlm's 

]  Episcopal  Church.     He  is  managing  trustee  "of  the 

j  Halls'  "Church  fund,"  a  director  in  St.  ^Margaret's 

j  Diocesan   school,   and   in   the   Waterbury  Hospital. 

j  He  gives  liberallv  to  the  charitable  institutions  and 

j  undertakings  of  the  citv.     One  has  only  to  read  be- 

:  tween  the  lines  to  conclude  that  Mr.  Elton  is  a  man 

1  of  culture  and  refinement,  of  large  business  capac- 

j  ity,  and  a  successful  and  esteemed  citizen. 

j         On   Oct.   28,    1863,    Mr.   Elton   was  married   to- 

Charlotte,  daughter  of  Hiram  Steel,  of  East  Bloom- 

j  field,  N.  Y.,  who  died  IMay  8,  1899.   One  ohild,  John 

I  Prince,  born  June  20.  1865,  blessed  this  union.     The 

son  is  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College.  Hartford,  and 

is  now  assistant  treasurer  of  the  A\'aterbur3-  Brass 

Company. 

SAMl^L  W.  S.  HALL.  In  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hall  i\larch  5,  1877,  the  city  of  Waterbury  lost  one 
of  its  fpremost  business  men,  and  up  to  that  time  its 
greatest  benefactor. 

Mr.  Hall  was  a  native  of  Waterburv.  and  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Haven 
i  and  \\'allingford.  Conn.  The  first  American  an- 
cestor of  this  branch  of  the  Hall  familv  was  John 
Hall,  of  England.  He  married  Jane  Woolen  :  was 
at  Boston,  then  at  New  Haven,  hut  not  as  an  orig- 
inal settler  of  the  latter  point,  his  name  not  appear- 
ing until  after  1650.  He  moved  to  Wallingford 
after  the  settlement  had  commenced,  his  name  ap- 
pearing there  in   1672. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  John  Hall,  the  emi- 
grant, the  line  of  his  descent  bcine  through  John 
Hall  (2  1.  Nathan  Hall.  Herman  Hall.  Curtis  Hall 
and  Caot.  Moses  Hall. 

dl)  John  Hall  (2).  son  of  John  Hall,  baptized 
in  1646,  married  'Marv,  daughter  of  Edward  Parker, 
at  New  Haven,  in  1666,  and  located  in  Wallingford 
with  the  first  settlers  in  1^170.     He  died  in  1721. 

(Ill)  Nathan  Hall,  son  of  John  Hall  (2).  born 
in  1677,  married   (first)   in  1699,  Elizabeth  Curtis; 


28 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


,slic  died  in  1735,  and  lie  married  (sccrnul)  in  1736, 
Lvdia  Johnson.     IJc  died  in  1757. 

(I\')  licrman  Hall,  son  of  Xathan  Hall,  born 
in  1720,  was  among  the  early  settlers  in  W'olcott, 
Conn.  He  died  in  I7''<9,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
in  1S04. 

(V)   Curtis  Hall,  son  of  Herman   Hall,  born  in 

1746,  married   Rachel   Becchcr.     He   was  killed   in 

1799  by  "falling  from  a  tree  that  was  already  down." 

■  His  widow  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  John 

Bronson. 

Capt.  JMoscs  Hall,  son  of  Ciu-tis  Hall,  and  the 
father  of  the  late  Sanuiel  W.  S.  Hall,  was  baptized 
Nov.  2,  178S.  He  married  Olive  Porter,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Timothy  Porter,  and  removed  to  \\''aterbury. 
Tlieir  children  were:  Xelson.  Hopkins.  Samuel  W. 
S.,  and  Olive  (who  married  John  P.  Elton). 

The  late  Samuel  W.  S.  Hall,  son  of  Capt.  ]\Ioses 
and  Olive  (Porter)  Hall,  was  born  July  5,  1814,  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.  At  about  sixteen  years. of  age 
he  began  employment  with  J.  M.  L.  &  W.  H.  Sco- 
vill  as  a  clerk  in  their  store,  which  he  took  full 
charge  of  several  years  later,  and  so  remained  until 
they  abandoned  the  mercantile  Inisincss  in  1852. 
Following  this  for  a  time  'Slv.  Hall  had  charge  of 
the  IManhan  Woolen  Company's  business.  He  next 
entered  the  business  of  an  insurance  agent,  asso- 
ciated with  J.  \V.  Smith,  wdTich  business  they  con- 
ducted successfully  for  several  years.  On  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company, 
Mr.  Hall  became  a  stockholder,  and  was  chosen  a 
director  in  the  same,  and  in  1861  was  made  presi- 
dent and  manager  of  the  company.  In  1855,  on  the 
death  of  Abram  Ives,  he  became  president  of  the 
Citizens  National  Bank,  both  of  which  positions  he 
resigned  in  1868  on  account  of  increasing  ill-health, 
and  was  not  afterward  engaged  in  active  business. 
When  a  young  man,  ]\Ir.  Hall  was  a  model  of 
manly  strength  and  vigor,  but  for  many  years 
previous  to  his  giving  up  business  he  had  been  a 
severe  sufferer  from  rheumatism,  which  under- 
mined his  naturally  vigorous  constitution,  and  ren- 
dered him  unable  to  resist  acute  disease.  Mr.  Hall 
accumulated  a  large  and  handsome  fortune  which 
he  used  with  liberality  during  his  life  time,  and  he 
gave  by  his  will  a  larger  amiount  of  nionev  than  anv 
other  man  had,  up  to  that  time  in  the  town,  to 
IMiblic  uses  niul  for  charitable  purposes — in  round 
numbers  $68,000.  Among  his  bequests  were  one 
to  promote  the  missions  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  important  objects  in  the  Church  of 
that  denomination  of  his  native  city:  one  for  a  sol- 
dier's mor.ument  in  \\'atertnir\- ;  one  for  the  building 
of  a  Memorial  Chapel  at  Riverside  Cemetery;  and 
another  for  a  memorial  Church  in  Waterbury.  The 
Soldiers'  monument  was  erected  and  dedicated  Oct. 
23,  18S4:  and  the  Hall  ^Memorial  Chapel  was  dedi- 
cated June  II,  1885,  a  tablet  on  its  wall  at  the  ceme- 
tery gate  declares  that  "for  the  u])riglitnc>s  of  his 
life   and    for   his   liberal   p-ovision    f;<r   many   good 


works,  his  name  is  held  in  grateful  rcmembrrmcc." 
I  On  Oct.  lo,  1836,  Mr.  Hall  was  married  to 
j  Nancy  M.,  daughter  of  Ednunui  and  Sarah  Austin. 
j  She  died  Feb.  8,  1868.  Mr.  Hall,  for  some  years 
I  ])rior  to  his  death  had  passed  the  j)leasant  portion 
j  of  the  season  in   inivrliiig,  and  was  probably  more 

widely  known  than  any  other  man  in  Waterbury. 
j   At  the  time  of  his  death  the  ^\■aterbury  Auicrican 

observed : 

He  was  a  ihorougli  aiul  successful  business  man; 
I  gifted  with  a  quick  obscrvalion  and  good  memory — of  a 
[  warm  and  generous  disposition,  quick  to  speak,  free  lo  e.x- 
I  press  his  opinion,  but  ready  10  acknowledge  himself  in 
I  the  wrong  wlien  he  found  that  he  was  mistaken,  and  thor- 
I  oughly,  rigidly  and  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  dealings 
I  both  by  nature  and  from  principle.  He  had  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  and  was  a  helper  in  works  of  public  and 
I  private  benevolence.  He  was  a  communicant  and  pi  emi- 
nent member  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  pres- 
I   ence  will  be  greatly  missed.- 

HON.  JAMES  DUDLEY  DEWELL,  for  forty- 
four  years  a  resident  of  New  Haven,  has  closely 
identified  himself  with  business  and  social  interests 
there  and  is  considered  one  of  the  influential  citi- 
zens of  his  adopted  city.  He  traces  his  lineage  from 
good  ancestral  stock  on  both  sides.  His  paternal 
ancestor, 

(I)  William  Devill,  the  first  of  this  line  in 
America,  was  in  Duxbury  in  1640;  Braintree,  1643; 
Rehoboth,  1645-/1651:  Newport,  1653-1680.  His 
descendants  have  various  spellings  of  the  name— 
Devol,  Deval,  Duel,  Deuel,  Dewell,  Duval,  etc. 

(II)  Jonathan,  son  of  William,  w-as  in  New- 
port, Little  Compton  and  Dartmouth.  He  died  be- 
tween 1737  and  1742.    He  married  Hannah  Audley. 

(III)  Jonathan,  Jr.,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  a  res- 
ident of  Dartmouth  and  died  in  1709.  He  married 
IMary  Clark,  who  survived  him,  and  they  are  known 
to  have  had  children,  as  follows:  WilHam.  who  is 
mentioned  below;  Hannah,  born  Jan.  29,  1699;  Jon- 
athan, born  May  i,  1702:  Alfvah ;  ^leribeth,  born 
Oct.  21,  1707;  and  Alary,  born  Feb.  26,  1710.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  will  of  Jonathan  Devol : 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I. 
Jonathan  Devol.  Jtm.  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of 
Pri=tol  in  Xcw  England,  do  herebv  manifest  &  declare  that 
I  being  at  this  time  senseable  of  the  weakness  of  my  body, 
but  my  memory  and  understanding  being  good  and  sound, 
do  hereby  for  the  settlement  of  my  worldly  estate  make 
this  mv  last  will  and  testament  to  be  of  force  after  my  de- 
cea=e  &•  no  other. 

Imps-  I  give  to  my  *on  William  Devol  all  that  my 
homestead  lott  or  farm  xvbicb  my  father  Jonatlian  Devol 
gave  me  by  deed  of  gift,  it  being  fifty  acres  more  or  less, 
besides  the  salt  marsh  meadow  with  all  the  hou-ing  or- 
chard, fences  and  annurces.  to  be  and  remaine  unto  my  sd 
son  William  Devol  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  AUways 
excepting  mv  wives  thirds  of  sd  lands  dureing  her  naturall 
life. 

Item.  I  give  to  mv  son  Jonathan  Devol  all  that  my 
fifty  acres  of  land,  which  I  bought  of  my  fatther  Jonathan 
Devol  and  have  a  deed  for  said  land  and  lyeth  at  the  head 
of  the  lands  given  to  my  son  William,  but  my  will  i-^  that 
hys  motlters  thirds  be  excepted  during  her  naturall  life,  to 
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lie    and    remain    unto    him     my     said    son    Jonathan     Devol, 
his  iK-ircs  and  assigns   forever. 

Also  I  give  and  hcquoatli  unto  my  two  sons  before 
named,  all  my  privikdge  in  lands  in  the  Township  of  Dart- 
mouth, to  be  ctjually  divided  Iielwcen  them. 

Item,  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hann;di  Devol  six  pounds 
to  he  payd  to  her  by  my  son  William  IX'vol  when  site  comes 
to  be  twenty  years  of  age. 

Item,  i  give  to  my  daughter  -Vlfyah  si.x  pounds;  allso 
to  be  payd  by  my  son  William  when  she  comes  to  bt  ciglit- 
een  years  of  age.  Allso  I  give  to  my  daughter  Meribeth 
si.\  pounds  to  be  allso  payd  by  my  son  William  Devoi  when 
she  conies  to  be  eighteen  years  of  age. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  louving  wife  Mariah  Devol 
all  my  moveables  or  personall  estate,  whom  I  constitute  & 
appoint  to  be  my  whole  &  sole  executrix  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament. 

In  witness  whereof.  I,  the  said  Jonathan  Devol  Jun. 
have  sett  to  my  hand  and  seal  the  eight  day  of  August  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  nine  1709. 

Jonathan  Devol  Seal. 

Signed,  sealed,  published  iS:  declared  by  the  above  sd 
Jonathan  Devol  as  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  presents 
of  us  the  subscribers. 

Joseph  Tripp 

James  Tripp     X     his  mark. 

George  Cadman. 

(IV)  William,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  in  Dart- 
month  April  16,  iCkjS,  died  in  1760.  He  married 
I'^hzabeth  W'hiteliead,  wlio  died  before  April  21, 
1759,  the  date  of  his  will,  which  is  recorded  in 
Taunton.  Their  children  were:  Apphia,  born 
lilarch  6,  1718;  Jonathan,  who  is  mentioned  below; 
and  William,  born  ]\Iarch  4,  1728,  who  died  June  22, 
1814.  The  following^  is  a  copy  of  the  will  of  (R'j 
William  Davel : 

The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  William  Davel.  I, 
William  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  black- 
smith, being  in  health  of  body  and  of  sound  disposing  mind 
and  memory,  thanks  be  given  to  God  theirfor,  calling  to 
mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is  ap- 
ointed  for  all  men  once  '.0  die.  do  make  and  ordain  this  to 
bt  my  last  will  and  testament,  that  is  to  say,  Principally 
and  First  of  all  I  give  and  recommend  my  Soule  into  the 
hand  of  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the  earth  to  be 
buried  in  deacent  Christian  buril  and  as  toucliing  such 
worldly  estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me 
with  in  this  life.  I  give,  demise  and  dispose  of  the  same  in 
the  following  manner. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  son  Jonathan 
Davel  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  that  my  lot 
or  track  of  land  whereon  he  now  dwels  with  that  my  lot 
of  land  oposite  to  it  on  the  south  side  of  the  Country  Rhode 
and  joyning  to  said  rhode  with  all  my  salt  medow  in  the 
horse  neck  medows.  I  all^n  give  to  my  sd  son  Jonathan 
Davel  all  my  wearing  apparill  and  my  gun  and  seven  pounds 
in  lawful!  money  to  be  paid  my  son  William  Davel,  at 
my  decease. 

Item,  I  give  and  Iiequeath  to  my  loving  son  William 
Davel  and  to  his  heirs  and  assignes  forever,  all  my  home- 
steed  farme,  Ixith  uplands  and  salt  medows  and  all  my  salt 
medow  down  the  river,  which  I  have  not  already  disposed 
of  and  allso  all  my  live  stock  and  out  dore  moveables  of 
what  nature  or  kind  =oever  and  all  my  smithing  tools  and 
tools  belonging  to  a  carpenters  trade.  I  also  give  to  my 
sd  son  William  Davel  one  feather  bed  three  blankits;  one 
coverlet  and  my  high  desk,  and  my  cobbard  and  all  my 
money,  bonds,  notes  and  book  debts,  he  paying  my  debts 
and  a  legacy  to  his  sister  and  what  I  have  ordered  to  his 
brother. 

Item,      I    give    and    bequeath    to    my    loving    daughter 


Apphia  Davel  and  to  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever  fifteen 
pounds  in  lawfull  money,  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  son 
William  Davel  att  my  decease.  I  also  give  to  my  said  daugh- 
ter all  the  re<t  of  my  indore  movables  that  I  have  not  all 
ready  disposed  of  and  I  give  my  said  daughter  the  privi- 
ledge  of  living  in  my  least  dwelling  house  as  long  as  she 
remains  singel.  .Xnd  the  priviledgc  to  get  ficr  wood  for  her 
own  fier  on  my  farme. 

And  I  (lonommaii-  and  a]. point  my  son  Williair.  Davel 
to  be  my  soule  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
and  I  do  hereby  utterly  revoke  and  make  null  &  void  all 
and  every  other  will  and  testament  and  executors  by  me 
in  any  wise  heretofore  made  or  named,  ratifying  this  and 
no  other  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  twenty-first  day  of  April  Anno  Domini  1759. 

Signed,  sealed  and  published,  pronounced  and  declared 
by  the  said  William  Davel  to  be  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, in  the  presents  of  us,  the  subscribers. 

William    Davel.  Seal. 

Timothy  Tripp 
James  Sisson 
Thomas  Tripp. 

(V)  Jonathan,  born  Jan.  16,  1721,  died  1781-84. 
In  the  Dartmouth  town  records  the  intention  of  tnar- 
riage  of  Jonathan  and  ]\Iar\'  Lawton  was  entered 
Sept.  3,  1745,  and  they  were  married  that  year 
(1745).  Of  their  children  we  have  record  of  John, 
Patience,  Ixobert.  Peaceable,  Mary,  Lydia,  Deborah, 
Elizabeth,  Jjarjona  and  Jonathan.  (V)  Jonathan 
Davel  resided  in  Dartmouth,  !Mass.,  in  Tiverton,  R. 
I.,  and  in  Nine  Partners,  Xew  York. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Duel,  horn  March  20,  1765,  died 
in  183 1.  He  resided  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  Xine  Part- 
ners and  Pine  Plains,  N.  Y.  He  married  Saiah 
Rider,  who  died  in  1S41,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
and  we  have  mention  of  their  eleven  children,  Ruth, 
Lydia,  Alary,  Deborah,  Eleanor,  Charlotte,  Sally, 
Hannah,  James,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  and  John.  Jonathan 
and  Sarah  (Rider)  Dtiel  are  buried  in  the  Knicker- 
bocker cemetery,  some  three  miles  east  of  the  village 
of  Pine  Plains. 

(VH)  John  Dewell,  eldest  son  of  above  named 
Jonathan   and  Sarah,  and  the  father  of  James  D. 
Dewell,  was  born  in  Pine  Plains  Sept.  3,  1795,  mar- 
ried Jan.  I,  1826,  at  Norfolk,  Conn.,  'Slaty  Hutnph- 
rey,    daughter    of    Dudley    and    Mary     (Phelps) 
Humphrey,  born  Oct.  7,  1803.     John  Dewell  was  a 
merchant  and  manufacturer  in   Norfolk,  where  he 
died  Oct.  2,  1S71,  a  respected  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  the  connnunity.     His  wife  survived  many 
years,  dying  April  24,  1891.     To  their  union  came 
children,  as  follows:     (i)   John  H.,  born  in  1827, 
was  married  (first)   in  1848  to  Cynthia  Hitchcock: 
!  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Harriet  Austin:  he 
i  was  a  merchant  in  the  town  of  Norfolk,  Coiui.,  and 
died  at  Plymouth,  Conn.,  in  1896.     Pie  served  as  a 
j  captain  in  the  Civil  war.     (  2)  Mary  E..  born  in  1829, 
1  was  tnarried  in   1856  to  Robert  C.  Peck,  who  be- 
I  came  a  merchant  in  New  Haven,  where  he  died  in 
I  1869.      (3)    Sarah  was  born   in    1832.      (4)   Jaiucs 
!  Dudley  is  mciuioncd  below.     ('5)  Mattie  A.,  born  in 
I  1842,  was  luarricd  in  18^19  to  Tlieron  S.  Swain,  who 
I  is  a  merchant  in  Boston.     (6)   Charles  G.,  born  in 
'  1844,  died  in  184''). 
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Mrs.  Mary  (Iluinphrey)  Dowcll,  noicd  above  as 
the  nicither  of  James  D.,  is  a  desceinlanl  in  llie  sev- 
ciilli  generation  from  (I)  JMicliael  IlnmplirL'V,  the 
cniis;ranl  ancestor  of  the  family,  who  was  at  W'iiul- 
sor,  Conn.,  prior  to  \0a},,  when  he  and  Serqt.  John 
Griffin  were  engaged  in  making  ttn[)entine  in  what 
is  now  Simsbury.  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Grant,  of  Windsor,  became  his  wife  in  1647.  Her 
father  was  the  ancestor  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  From 
Michael  Humphrey  'Mis.  Dewell's  descent  is  traced 
through  Sergeant  John,  Deacon  John,  Deacon 
Michael,  .\salul  and  Dudley  Humphrey.  (H) 
Sergt.  John  Humphrey,  born  in  1630,  was  married 
to  Flannah,  daughter  of  Sergt.  John  and  Anna 
(Bancroft)  Griltin,  and  settled  in  Simsbury,  where 
he  died  in  1697.  (HI)  Deacon  John  Humphrey, 
born  in  1671,  was  married  in  1699  to  Sarah  "Mills, 
widow  of  John  Alills,  and  daughter  of  John  Petti- 
bone,  and  settled  in  Simsbury,  where  he  died  in 
1732;  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  (IN)  Deacon  Michael  Humphrey,  born  in 
1703,  was  married  in  1735  to  Mercy,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  ]\Iercy  (Ruggles)  Humphrey,  and 
settled  in  Simsbury,  his  native  town,  where  he  in- 
troduced the  making  of  leather.  He  was  one  of 
the  deacons  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in 

1759  was  a  representative  in  the  General  Court.     In 

1760  he  removed  to  Norfolk,  where  he  was  chosen 
deacon  of  the  local  church  at  its  organization.  A 
justice  of  the  peace  and  town  clerk,  he  was  a  prom- 
inent man,  and  died  in  1778.  (V)  Asahel  Humph- 
rey, son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  1747  in 
Simsbury  and  was  married  in  1773  to  Prudence 
I^Ierrill.  They  settled  in  Norfolk,  where  he  served 
■as  selectman  and  for  several  terms  was  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court.  Finally  he  removed  to 
New  ^Marlborough,  where  he  died  in  1827.  He 
bore  arms  in  the  Revolution.  (VI)  Dudley  Humph- 
rey, son  of  Asahel,  born  in  1775  at  Norfolk,  was 
married  Oct.  16,  1798,  to  Mary  Phelps,  daughter 
-of  Darius  and  ^lary  (Aiken)  Phelps,  born  in  Nor- 
folk April  4,  1780.  They  settled  at  Norfolk,  where 
their  children  were  born :  Harriet,  John,  ^lary 
(Mrs.  John  Dewell),  Gris^vold,  ]\Ierrill,  James  and 
Caroline. 

(\'III)  James  Dudley  Dewell,  eighth  in  line 
from  William  Devill,  was  born  Sept.  3,  1S37,  in 
Norfolk,  Conn.  In  1858,  after  some  experience  as 
a  clerk  in  a  country  store,  he  left  his  home  and 
came  to  New  Haven  to  take  a  position  as  salesman 
for  Eushnell  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers.  His  services 
soon  commended  him  to  the  house,  and  in  1S60  he 
was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name  becoming  Bush- 
iicll  &  Dewell.  In  1879  it  became  J.  D.  Dewell  & 
Co.,  as  it  is  at  present,  a  firm  name  which  has  be- 
come familiar  to  the  mercantile  world.  Tiie  enter- 
prise, public  spirit  and  force  of  character  of  Mr. 
Dewell  soon  became  manifest,  and  as  the  years 
passed  pushed  him  to  the  front  rank  of  the  business 
men  and  citi.'.cns  of  the  commmiity.  He  has  held 
close  to  his  heart  the  best  interests  of  New  Haven, 


and  all  measures  for  the  good  of  the  community 
liave  found  in  him  a  hearty  supjiortcr.  Mr.  Dewell 
was  one  of  the  principle  movers  in  organizing  the 
Slate  Board  of  Trade  in  1890,  becoming  its  ilrst 
])resident,  and  his  administration  has  been  so  ideal 
that  he  has  been  retained  as  the  head  of  the  organi- 
zation to  the  present  time.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Dewell  was  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  Haven,  and  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  move- 
ment for  good  roads  throughout  the  State.  For 
twenty  years  or  more  he  has  been  a  director  and  con- 
tributor to  the  needs  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute 
in  New  Haven.  Mr.  Dewell  is  a  director  in  the 
Evergreen  Cemetery  Association,  vice-president  of 
the  Security  Insurance  Co.,  a  director  of  the  New 
j  Haven  Waaler  Co.,  a  director  of  the  City  Bank,  of 
j  New  Haven,  a  director  of  the  New  Haven  Trust 
j  Co.,  and  vice-president  of  the  National  Savings 
Bank.  He  is  owner  and  manager  of  the  Sutton 
fleet,  a  coast-wise  industry,  embracing  six  large 
three,  four  and  five  masted  vessels,  plying  between 
Southern  ports  and  New  Englanrl.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society 
and  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  the  Society  of  Founders  and  Patriots.  Fra- 
ternally he  belongs  to  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  worshipful  master  in  i86q. 
In  religious  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Church 
of   the   Redeemer    (Congregational). 

In  politics  Mr.  Dewell  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
Among  the  charter  members  of  the  Republican 
League,  now  the  Union  League,  he  has  since  main- 
tained a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare  and  has  served 
several  terms  as  its  president.  Deeply  interested 
ir.  public  alTairs  as  he  is,  Islv.  Dewell's  extensive  and 
varied  interests  have  practically  excluded  him  from 
the  field  of  politics.  In  1896,  however,  he  consented 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  position  of  lieutenant- 
governor,  to  which  he  was  triumphantly  elected. 
The  duties  of  this  office  were  discharged  by  him  with 
ability,'  dignity  and  grace.  Socially  Mr.  Dewell  is 
genial  and  affable  and  he  is  popular  wherever  he  is 
known.  Mr.  Dewell  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  New- 
Haven  Grays  from  1865  to  1867. 

On  July  2,  1S60,  Mr.  Dewell  was  married  to 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  'Mary  A.  (Winch) 
Kcves,  of  Norfolk,  Conn.,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  six  children:  Jessie  K.,  who  graduated 
from  \'assar  in  1883 ;  Charles  K. ;  James  D.,  Jr. ; 
Robert  P. ;  and  Franklin  W.  and  Edward  H.  (twins) 
born  in  1877,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  187S. 

HON.  SAMUEL  DODD.  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Silver  Company,  with  headquarters  in 
]\Ieriden,  a  corporation  representing  millions  of 
money  and  a  dozen  and  more  extensive  factories 
and  former  companies,  and  a  man  who  for  many 
years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  this 
line  of  manufacturing  in  Meriden,  is  one  of  the 
brainv  business  men  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Dodd  was  born  in  1834,  in  the  city  of  Hart- 
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lord,  a  son  of  Saimiel  and  Frances    (Bull)    Dodd,  ' 
and   on   both   sides  comes   ol    earl_\-   Xew   England,  i 
families.     Hinman,  in  his  "Early  i'uriian  Sealers"  ' 
gives  us  an  Edward  Dodd,  a  son  of  John  of  Xorth- 
amptonshiro,  England,  as  the  lirst  of  the  name  that 
came  to  Hartford,  coming-  thence  with  a  sister  Jo- 
hanna about  1082,  when  eighteen  years  of  age.     He  | 
married  Lydia  hlowers,  of  Hartford,  and  they  had  ' 
ton  children.     Savage  in  his  Genealogical  Diction- 
ary, gives  us  a  Sanuiel  Dodd  at  Branlord,  1644,  all  ] 
of  wnose  sons  exceptiufj  Stephen,  removed  to  New  1 
Jersey.     Stephen,  baptized  in  New  Ha\tn  in  1656,  ! 
married  in  1O78,  ^lary  or  Sarah,  daughter  of  Will-  \ 
iam    Stevens.     Eroni    this    couple    descended    Rev. 
Stephen  Dodd,  who  for  many  _\ears  was  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  East  Haven,  Conn., 
and   who   sixty   or   more   years   ago   prepared    and 
published    a   valuable    work,    or     register,    of    East 
ilaven  history  and  genealogy.  |. 

The   old    Bull    family,    too,    was    early   in    New  , 
England  and  prominent  in  the  annals  of  Hartford. 
Tliomas  Bull  is  noted  in  the  Memorial  History  of 
Hartford  County,  edited  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  H.  Trum- 
bull, as  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford. 
Capt.  Bull  was  born  in  1605;  was  first  at  Boston 
or  Cambridge  and  accompanied  Rev.  Thomas  Hook- 
er to  Hartford  in  1636.    W'inthrop  refers  to  him  as 
a   "goodly   and   discreet   man."     He  served   in   the 
Pequot  war  in  1637.     -He  was  appointed  a  lieutenant 
in  1653.     He  was  in  command  of  the  fort  at  Say- 
brook  when  Sir  Edmund  Andros  attempted  to  gain 
the  place  for  his  master,  the  Duke  of  York,  in  1675. 
He  and  his  wife,  Susanna,  were  original  members 
of  South  Church  in   1670.     Z^Iaj.  Jonathan  Bull,  a 
son  of  Capt.   Thomas,   was  a  brave  ofticer  of   the 
French  and  Indian  wars,  and  was  engaged  in  trade,  , 
owning  a  number  of  vessels.     Dr.  Jonathan,  son  of  \ 
Maj.  Jonathan,  was  one  of  the  first  highly  educated   I 
physicians  of  Hartford.     The  Doctor's  son.  Judge  1 
Jonathan,    w-as    a    distinguished    lawyer    and    held  j 
many  responsible  offices.     Again  in  the  line  of  Jo-  1 
seph  Bull,  a  son  of  the  original  settler,  came  men  ! 
of  prominence,  Caleb  Bull,  son  of  Joseph,  had  nine 
sons,  all  prominent  citizens  of  Hartford.     So  much 
for  some  of  the  early  members  of  the  family.  1 

Saniuel  Dodd,  of  -\Ieriden,  the  subject  proper  of  ; 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
High  school  of  Hartford.  He  passed  his  youUi  and 
early  manhood  in  his  native  city  where  his  business 
career  was  begun.  After  his  school  days  were 
closed  he  was  for  five  years  an  employe  in  the  drug 
hmisc  of  Lee  &  Butler,  then  for  a  period  in  the  City 
I'ank,  as  teller  and  discount  clerk.  In  1857  he  went 
!"  Mcriden  as  cashier  in  the  Home  Bank,  an  insti- 
tntirin  next  to  the  oldest  bank  in  the  city,  it  being 
"rganizcd  in  1854,  and  was  incorporated  in  1S55  ag 
the  Home  Bank  of  JMeriden.  Tlie  original  capital 
t'f  the  bank  was  $100,000,  which  was  increased  to 
$''<«p.ooo,  and  with  a  large  surplus.  In  iSfiq  the 
in-titution  was  made  the  Home  National  Bank. 


From  the  Home  Bank  Mr.  FJodd  entered  other 
lines  of  business.  He  was  one  of  the  original  I'arker 
&  Casper  Co.  (incorporated  in  May,  1S67),  of  which 
E.  I'arker,  Charles  Casper,  Philip  S.  J'clton  and 
Sanniel  Dodd,  Jr.,  were  members.  This  body  was 
merged  with  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co.,  which 
had  its  beginning  as  the  Wilcox  Britannia  Co.,  in- 
corporated in  December,  1865,  the  name  of  the  "\\'il- 
cox  Silver  Plate  Co.  being  adopted  in  May,  1867. 
The  original  capital  of  the  latter  company  was  $250,- 
000,  which  was  increased  to  $370,000,  and  the  com- 
i:iany  by  growth  and  absorption  became  one  of  the 
strongest  in  IMeridcn.  For  many  years  iMr.  Dodd, 
the  subject  of  this  article,  was  the  efficient  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Wilcox  Co.,  and  recentlv,  on 
the  formation  of  the  International  Silver  Co.,  he 
was  made  its  executive  officer.  The  Wilcox  Com- 
pany occupied  a  plant,  which  gave  employment  to 
nearly  400  operatives,  and  manufactured  an  im- 
mense variety  of  silver  plated  goods.  The  output 
was  about  $700,000  per  year. 

INIr.  Dodd  is  a  director  in  the  Flome  National 
Bank,  and  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Meriden  Gas  Co.,  since  its  organization.  In  1S79 
lie  served  the  city  as  member  of  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembly.  Mr.  Dodd  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  the  late  James  S.  Brooks,  one  of  Merid- 
en's  prominent  citizens,  and  of  their  children  Charles 
T.  Dodd  is  a  leading  manufacturer  of  IMeriden,  en- 
gaged in  making  boxes,  casks,  barrels,  etc.,  at  No. 
164  State  Street;  he  married  Etta  S.  Smith. 

J.\^IES  S.  Brooks,  father  of  Mrs.  Dodd,  was 
born  March  i,  1796.  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  son  of 
Clark  and  Millicent  E.  (Clark)  Brooks.  At  sixteen 
he  was  apprenticed  to  David  Plant,  and  came  to 
Meriden  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  After  hav- 
ing served  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness for  some  few  years,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Alajor  Elisha  A.  Cowles,  a  merchant  of 
Meriden,  to  travel  and  sell  goods  and  Yankee  no- 
tions for  him.  Young  Brooks,  with  a  single  horse 
and  wagon,  loaded  with  goods,  started  South, 
driving  to  South  Carolina,  and  in  that  State 
conducted — in  connection  with  Mr.  Cowles, 
under  the  firm  name  of  J.  S.  Brooks  & 
Co. — 'business  for  nearly  twenty  years,  his 
family  in  the  meantime  residing  in  Meriden.  Re- 
turning to  the  latter  point,  Islr.  Brooks  engaged  in 
numerous  enterprises,  at  one  time  manufacturing 
augers ;  and  at  another  as  a  member  of  the  Parker, 
Snow,  Brooks  Co.  Mr.  Brooks  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  building  the  Hartford,  New  Flaven  & 
Springfield  Railroad,  and,  besides  being  a  director 
of  the  company,  served  several  vears  as  vice-presi- 
dent, and  for  a  number  of  years  as  acting  president 
of  the  road. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  largely  identified  with  the  af- 
fairs of  the  town  of  ^leriden.  He  served  as  select- 
man, judge  of  probate,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  in   1839, 
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1844,  1855  and  1857.  lie  was  active  aiitl  proir.i- 
nent,  too,  in  clnircli  ati'airs,  aiul  gave  the  laiul  on 
wliich  the  West  Merideii  Coiigreyalional  Church 
was  built,  as  well  as  ^1,000  in  money  toward  the 
erection  of  the  building".  Jle  was  a  man  of  quick 
perception,  and  could  readily  judge  of  the  character 
and  intent  of  nun.  He  was  ardent  in  his  tempera- 
ment, strong  in  his  attachments,  and  kind  as  a  neigh- 
bor and  friend,  lie  liad  what  is  termed  good  hard 
sense,  and  possesseil  a  goodh-  sliare  of  mother-wit. 
His  will  was  str^uig  and  he  made  his  intlucnce  fell 
in  the  community. 

On  Aug.  31,  1823,  Mr.  Brooks  was  married  to 
Millicent,  daughter  of  Tatrick  Clark.  IJe  died  Oct. 
29,  1862,  leaving  ten  children — six  daughters  and 
four  sons.  One  of  the  latter,  John  C,  died  in  1S64, 
after  a  service  of  nearly  three  years  in  the  Union 
army. 

HON.  ERASTUS  CLARK  SCRAXTOX,  late 
of  Madison  and  Xew  Haven,  president  of  the  Xew 
York  &  Xew  Haven  Railroad,  long  prominent  by 
being  connected  with  marine  commerce  and  the 
banking  interests  of  Xew  Haven.  State  senator  and 
member  of  the  Lower  House  from  his  native  town, 
and  whose  memory  has  been  perpetuated  in  the 
erection  of  a  substantial  library  building  at  }i[adi- 
son  by  his  only  surviving  child.  Miss  ^lary  Eliza 
Scranton,  of  Xew  Haven,  was  one  of  the  eminently 
successful  men  of  his  period. 

Corn  Xov.  16,  1807,  in  [Madison,  Xew  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  Mr.  Scranton  was  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Roxanna  (Crampton)  Scranton,  of  Aladison, 
and  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Ca]it.  John  Scranton,  one  of  the  about  twenty-five 
heads  of  families  who  made  a  settlement  in  Guilford, 
Conn.,  in  October, 1639.  These  families  came  from 
Kent  and  Surrey.  England,  and  in  general  were 
pious,  intelligent  and  industrious  men,  most  of  them 
farmers.  Capt.  Scranton  was  twice  married,  the 
first  time  probably  in  England,  and  this  wife,  Joanna, 
died  in  1661.  His  second  marriage,  in  1666,  was  to 
Ada  (or  Adaline),  widow  of  Robert  Hill:  she  died 
in  1685.  Capt.  Scranton  was  a  farmer  and  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  the  General  Court  in  1669 
and  1670.  His  death  occurred  in  1671.  His  male 
descendants,  to  a  great  extent,  have  been  farmers, 
and  in  general,  useful,  industrious  and  respected  cit- 
izens of  the  communities  in  which  they  settled. 
From  this  Capt.  John  Scranton  the  late  Hon.  Eras- 
tus  C.  Scranton's  line  is  through  Capt.  John  (2), 
Capt.  John  (3!.  Capt.  Ichabod,  Theophilus  and 
Jonathan  Scranton. 

(II)  Capt.  John  Scranton  (2),  son  of  Capt. 
John,  the  settler,  born  as  early  as  1641.  and  the  first 
of  the  name  in  East  Guilford,  now  Aladison,  mar- 
ried (first)  March  12.  i'^i74.  Mary  Seward,  who  was 
born  Feb.  28,  1(^152,  daughter  of  William  Seward. 
His  second  marriage,  on  Dec.  10.  i'«)t.  was  to 
\\'idow  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  r.ishon. 
Capt.  Scranton  died  Sept.  2,  1703. 


(Ill)  Capt.  John  Scranton  (3),  son  of  Capt. 
John  (2),  born  aljoiil  iC>76  in  Hammonasseit,  was  a 
fanner  and  resided  in  wlial  is  now  the  town  of  Madi- 
son, where  he  died  March  2J,  1758.  He  married 
(first),  Dec.  12,  1699,  Mary  Xortoii ;  his  second 
wife  was  ALary  or  Sarah  Flveris,  daughter  of  John  ; 
she  died  in  October,  1749,  and  he  married  (third; 
Mary,  daughter  of  Deacon  Francis  Jhishncll. 

(1\')  Capt.  Ichabod  Scranton,  son  of  Capt.  John 
(3),  born  Feb.  19,  1717,  married  Chloc  Fowler,  who 
was  born  March  3,  1723,  daughter  of  Abraham  Fow- 

]  Icr,  of  Guilford.  Capt.  Scranton  was  a  soldier,  and 
held  his  rank  in  the  French  and  Indian  war;  he 
was  at  Louisbourg  and  at  Ticonderoga.  He  is  de- 
scribed as  a  man  of  jjatriotism,  strong  and  brave, 
and  enterprising.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  i,  ijCx), 
while  he  was  en  route  home  from  military  service. 

;  His  wife,  Chloc,  died  Dec.  3,  1791. 

;  (Y)  Theophilus  Scranton,  son  of  Capt.  Ichabod. 
born  Dec.  i,  1751,  married  Abigail  Lee,  who  was 
born  July  11.  1754,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Lee,  of 
Madison.     Mr.  Scranton  was  a  farmer  in  Aladison, 

;  fthere  he  died  Feb.  16,  1827,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  Dec.  zt,,  1840. 

(\T)  Jonathan  Scranton,  son  of  Theophilus, 
born  Oct.  10,  1781,  married  (first)  Jan.  27,  1805, 
Roxanna  Crampton,  who  was  born  May  30,  1789, 
a  daughter  of  Ashbcl  Crampton,  of  Madison.  She 
died  Dec.  27,  1833,  and  in  1844  ]Mr.  Scranton  mar- 
ried (second)  Jemima,  daugliter  of  Daniel  Piatt. 
Mr.  Scranton  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
church  in  Madison.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  was  also  a  contractor  of  breakwaters  and 
wharfs.     His  death  occurred  July  jj.  1S47. 

Erastus  Clark  Scranton,  son  of  Jonathan,  and 
of  whose  life  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  es- 
pecially treat,  received  a  common  school  education 
in  his  native  town.  He  began  his  career  as  a  cabin 
boy  on  board  a  vessel,  and  first  began  mercantile 
pursuits  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  where,  however,  he 
remained  but  a  short  time.  Soon  he  owned  a  vessel 
and  was  a  master.  His  advancement  in  commer- 
cial channels  was  rapid  and  attended  with  great 
success.  In  1835  he  became  established  as  a  whole- 
sale grocer  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  where  until  1842  he 
co_nducted  an  extensive  business.  Later,  for  a  short 
period,  he  engaged  in  a  banking  business  at  Apalach- 
icola,  Florida. 

Returning  about  1844  to  his  native  State  and 
town  with  a  handsome  fortune  Mr.  Scranton  entered 
into  a  business  partnership  with  several  gentlemen 
in  Xew  York  who  were  interested  in  the  trade  with 
South  America.  He  became  largely  engaged  in 
conmierce,  doing  an  extensive  coasting  trade  as  far 
south  as  Florida  and  was  largely  interested  in  a 
line  of  packets  running  between  X'ew  York  and 
Liverpool,  England,  also  in  ships  making  voyages 
to  other  ports.  Lie  also  became  iilentificd  with  the 
business  life  of  X'^ew  Haven  and  its  vicinity,  being 
among  the  active  promoters  of  the  Shore  Line  Rail- 
road.    In   1854  the  business  ties  which  had  bound 
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liiiii  to  Xcw  York  were  severed  and  in  1855  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Elm  City  Bank,  now  the 
second  National  Bank  of  New  Haven.  The 
bank  was  then  a  new  institution  and  under  his  man- 
agement its  business  grew  and  prospered  beyond 
all  expectation.  New  Haven  was  Air.  Scranton's 
business  home  for  years  prior  to  1864,  when  it  be- 
came his  pcnuanent  dwelling  place.  In  1865  he 
was  honored  with  the  presidency  of  the  New  York 
&  New  Haven  Railroad,  and  was  that  year  elected 
mayor  of  the  city. 

Not  long  after  his  return  to  his  native  town,  in 
the  early  'forties,  Mr.  Scranton  became  interested 
and  active  in  the  town's  welfare  and  his  old  friends 
and  fellow  townsmen  repeatedly  honored  him  wiili 
positions  of  public  trust  and  responsibility.  He 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  as  a  Democrat 
in  1S45,  1846  and  1S50;  as  an  American  in  1856; 
and  as  a  Republican  in  1862,  to  the  State  Senate. 
Throug"hout  the  Civil  war  he  was  prominent  among 
the  supporters  of  the  National  Government  -and  was 
generously  active  in  the  organizations  for  sending 
contributions  to  the  support  of  the  Union  cause. 

In  both  ^Madison  and  New  Haven  !Mr.  Scranton's 
diligence,  ability  and  generosity  won  for  him  wide 
recognition  and  made  him  many  wann  friends,  and 
the  people  intrusted  to  him  the  laboring  oar  in  many 
public  affairs  and  improvements.  At  the  head  of 
many  public  trusts,  !Mr.  Scranton  remained  until  his 
sudden  taking  away,  Dec.  29,  1866,  by  an  accident, 
while  stepping  onto  a  moving  train  at  South  Nor- 
walk,  when  in  the  midst  of  his  honors  and  great 
usefulness.  In  his  death  the  commercial  life  of 
New  Haven  was  deprived  of  a  chief  support  and  the 
community  lost  a  sagacious,  public-spirited  and  be- 
loved citizen.  The  erection  of  a  public  library- 
building  at  }vIadison,  the  home  of  his  youth,  middle 
and  later  life,  as  well  as  the  home  for  generations  of 
his  ancestors,  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory  b}- 
a  loving  daughter. 

On  Nov.  4,  1829,  ]\Ir.  Scranton  was  married  to 
Lydia  Stannard,  who  was  born  Oct.  8,  180S,  daugh- 
ter of  Job'  Stannard,  of  W'estbrook,  and  to  this 
union  came  children,  as  follows :  Ezra  Erastus, 
born  Sept.  3,  1831,  died  May  19,  1855;  Mary  Eliza, 
born  Sept.  2j,  1837,  died  Dec.  16,  1839:  Mary  Eliza 
(2),  born  Sept.  23,  1840;  and  Francis  Rathbone, 
born  March  14.  1851,  died  Nov.  7,  1S53. 

HORATIO  GATES  REDFIELD,  cashier  of 
the  New  Haven  County  National  Bank,  at  New 
Haven,  was  born  Aug.  26,  1836,  and  is  a  descendant 
in  the  se\enth  generation  from  William  Redfin,  as 
the  name  was  written  in  the  early  days  before  1662. 
^^  bile  the  family  resided  at  New  London,  the  name 
seems  gradually  to  have  assumed  its  present  form. 
^^  illiani  Redfin  was  probably  one  of  the  earlv  emi- 
grants from  England,  and  as  early  as  1639.  occu- 
pied a  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  Charles  River, 
some  six  miles  from  Boston.  Later  he  removed  to 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Ledyard,  Conn.,  to  a  point 


called  Brewster's  Neck,  sonic  seven  miles  north  of 
the  present  city  of  New  London.  Mention  of  him 
is  made  in  1653,  and  again  in  1657  his  name  appears 
in  the  ])ublic  records.  His  ilcath  occurred  in  1662, 
and  he  was  survived  by  his  wife.  Rebecca. 

From  this  William  Redfm,  the  descent  of  Hor- 
atio G.  Redfield  is  through  James,  Theophilus, 
Theophilus  (2),  Nathan  and  Justin  Redfield. 

James  Redfield,  son  of  William   the  emigrant, 
was  born  about  1646,  and  contracted  his  first"  mar- 
riage in  New  Haven  with  Elizabeth  How,  and  lived 
in    Saybrook,    and    at    Fairfield.     His    second    wife 
was  Deborah,  the  daughter  of  John  .Sturges. 
'         Theophilus   Redfield,   the   son  of  the   foregoing 
j  James   Redfield,    was   born    in    1682,    in    Saybrook, 
and  was  married  in  1706,  to  Priscilla  Grinnell,  great- 
1  granddaughter   of  John  and   Priscilla  Alden,   who 
came  over  in  the  "Mayflower."     Mr.  Redfield  was 
I  a   joiner    by    trade,    and    located    in    what    is    now 
1  Clinton,  Conn.;  and  about  1717  settled  on  Chestnut 
Hill,  in  Killingworth,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
j  of  his  life.     He  commanded  the  respect  and  esteem 
I  of    the    community    in    which    he    lived,  and    was 
frequently  appointed  on  town  committees  to  which 
i  were   referred  "important   matters.     His   death   oc- 
,  curred  in  1759,  and  that  of  his  widow  in  1770. 
!         Theophilus  Redfield  (2),  son  of  Theophilus,  was 
born  in  1718,  and  was  first  ntarried  about  1740,  to 
\  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Buell, 
j  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Buell,  who  removed 
from  Windsor  to  Killingworth  in  1662.     Mrs.  Red- 
i  field  died  in  1749,- and  Mr.  Redfield  was  married  to 
]  Mrs.  Martha  Gray,  of  Killingworth,  the  widow  of 
I   Philip  Gray,  who  came  to  Killingworth  from  Long- 
Island.     Air.   Redfield   had   his   home   on    Chestnut 
j  Hill,   in   Killingworth,   and  Avas   a   sergeant   in   the 
I  company  commanded   by   his   brother,    Peleg   Red- 
field,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  provincial  forces 
engaged  in  the  campaigns  of  1759  and  the  follow- 
i'ing  year,  and  later  became  an  ensign  in  the  same 

company.     His   death   occurred   in    i/70. 

,         Nathan   Redfield,   son   of  Theophilus    (2),   was 

born  in   1763,  and  was  married  in   1789.  to  Ruth. 

who  was  born  in   1767,  a  daughter  of  Noah  and 

Ruth  (Dickinson)   Benton,  of  Guilford,  Conn.    Mr. 

Redfield  lived  in  Guilford,  and  moved   from  there 

'  to  New  Haven.     He  served  as  a  musician  in  the 

Continental  army,  and  from  1812  to  1S14.  was  cus- 

I  tom  house  officer  in  New  Haven.     His  wife  died  in 

1833,   and   he  passed  away   in   Guilford,  six  years 

I  later. 

I         Justin  Redfield,  son  of  Nathan,  and  the  father 

i  of  Horatio  Gates,  was  born  Aug.  3.  1795,  and  was 

married    March   21.    1824,    to    Mary,    daughter    of 

(Elisha  and  Marv   fBrintnall)   Elderkin.  of  Clinton, 

I  Conn.     Mr.  Redfield  lived  in  New  Haven,  where  he 

was  engaged  in  the  fancy  dry  goods  business.    In 

1836  he  was  collector  of  taxes.    His  death  occurred 

I  Februarv  6,   1S50,  and  his  widow  passed  awav  in 

j   1880.    Their  children  were  as  follows:  Henrv  Will- 

'  ard,  born  in  1825,  died  in  1849;  Justin  Elderkin.  'v^rn 
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Sept.  30,  1827,  died  in  September,  1868;  James 
Slierman,  born  in  1829,  died  in  1851  ;  Andrew 
Jackson,  died  in  infancy;  I'"rani<,  born  June  2,  1S34; 
Horatio  Gates;  and  ^Iarv  \\"rig;lit,  born  Xov.  13, 
1838,  died  in  July,  i860.  ' 

Horatio  Gates  Redfield  bas  mainly  spent  bis  life 
in  New  Haven,  tbougli  from  liis  fourtli  to  sixth 
years  be  lived  in  New  York  State.  In  1844  liis  par- 
ents returned  to  New  Haven,  and  here  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  Lancasterian  school.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1S60,  he  entered  the  bank  as  an  assistant  book- 
keeper, later  becoming  I>ookkee]KT,  and  gradually 
rising  in  importance  until  he  became  cashier,  in  1890. 
There  is  now  in  New  Haven,  only  one  man  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  banking  interests  as 
long-  as  he  has  without  a  break  in  his  continuous 
service.  Four  presidents  have  presided  over  the 
bank  jwhile  he  has  toiled  behind  the  couriter,  and 
today  he  is  among  the  oldest  and  most  highly  re- 
spected banking  men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Redfield  was  married  in  i860  to  ;\Iiss 
Sopbronia  Snell,  a  native  of  ^Massachusetts,  who 
died  in  1864.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
Henry  W.,  now  at  home,  and  a  bookkeeper  by  pro- 
fession, being  employed  in  the  office  of  the  brick 
company  of  I.  L.  Stiles  &  Son.  'Sir.  Redfield,  in 
1868,  married  Emma  E.  Goodrich,  who  died  in 
1876.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  of 
whom  one  died  in  infancy:  the  other,  \\^illiam  G., 
■who  married  Hattie  ]\Iunson,  is  now  an  assistant 
cashier  in  the  New  Haven  Countv  National  Bank. 
In  1881  Air.  Redfield  married  Laura  E.  Driver,  and 
Florence  AI.,  the  only  child  of  the  last  marriage,  is 
still  at  school. 

Mr.  Redfield  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in 
his  religion  belongs  to  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  takes  an  active  part,  having  been  treas- 
urer of  the  Church  for  fifteen  vears,  and  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  vestry.  In  the  building  of  the  new  church  he 
was  very  helpful,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  re- 
liable men  connected  with  the  parish. 

WILLIAM  LAMBERT  BRAnLEY,  late  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  business  life  of  Boston, 
and  for  vears  previously  identified  with  the  interests 
of  the  city  of  Meriden,  the  home  of  his  earlier 
vears.  and  where  almost  thrnugh  a  lifetime  his 
brother,  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley,. bas  been  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  world's  largest  inrlustries  in  its  line, 
and  also  a  leading  and  prominent  character  in  so- 
cial life,  was  one  of  the  forceful  characters  of  his 
.dav  and  generation  in  New  England. 

Born  Mav  25,  1826.  in  Cheshire.  New  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  William  L.  Bradley  was  a  son  of  Levi 
and  Abigail  A.  (Atwater)  Bradley,  and  was  de- 
scended in  both  lines  from  the  earliest  and  first  fam- 
ilies of  New  Haven  of  the  Colonial  period.  \\'ill- 
iam  Bradlev.  the  progenitor  of  the  Bradlcv  familv 
of  this  section,  was  the  friend  of  Cromwell  and 
an  officer  in  his  armv.     He  came  to  New  England 


from  Bingley,  England,  and  in  1643  to  New  Haven, 

and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  what  is  now 
the  town  of  North  Haven.  David  Atwater,  the 
progenitor  of  the  Atwater  family,  was  one  of  the 
first  planters  of  New  Haven,  in  1639. 

William  L.  Bradley,  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  district  school  in  his  native  town,  the 
Southingtou  and  Cheshire  (Conn.)  Academies,_and 
then  for  six  months  the  Lancasterian  School,  at 
New  Haven.  At  thirteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store  in  New  Haven,  and  at  seventeen 
became  a  partner  in  one  of  the  largest  dry-goods 
houses  in  that-  city.  His  surroundings,  however, 
not  being  in  keeping  with  his  tastes,  he  withdrew 
from  this  partnership  a  year  later,  and  entered  the 
employ — as  traveling  salesman — of  Charles  Parker, 
a  large  hardware  manufacturer  of  Meriden.  He 
soon  became  master  of  his  new  position,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  development  of  Mr.  Parker's 
business.  While  thus  associated  with  Mr.  Parker 
and  with  bis  consent,  Mr.  Bradley  became  engaged 
with  a  friend  in  the  manufacture  of  portemonnaies. 
The  business  proved  remunerative,  but  through  the 
mismanagement  of  his  associate  Mr.  Bradley  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year  found  himself  in  debt  to  the 
extent  of  $20,000.  This  partnership  was  then  dis- 
solved, and  through  the  indomitable  will  and  energy^ 
of  Mr.  Bradle)'  ways  and  means  were  devised  by 
which  he  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  paid  his  in- 
debtedness dollar  for  dollar.  He  continued  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Parker  and  with  his  consent  had 
other  business  connections,  one  being  a  co-partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley,  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Walter  Hubbard,  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  clocks  and  small  metal  wares,  \vhich  after- 
ward became  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Alanufactur- 
ing  Co.,  now  the  largest  manufacturers  of  gas  and 
electric  fixtures  and  ornamental  metal  goods  in  the 
United  States. 

In  1861  William  L.  Bradlev,  attracted  by  new 
discoveries  abroad  in  the  art  of  agriculture,  became 
convinced  that  chemical  fertilizers  were. destined  to 
Dlay  an  important  part  in  the  agriculture  of  our 
country,  and  he  determined  to  embark  in  this  new 
and  whollv  undeveloped  industry.  He  visited  Bos- 
ton and  laid  his  project  before  Oakes  Ames, 
who  was  favorably  impressed  with  his  plans,  and. 
recognizing  his  high  cb.aracter  and  abilitv.  consented 
to  endorse  Mr.  Bradley's  notes  for  a  limited  amount 
on  the  oral  promise  that  lie  should  receive  one- 
fourth  of  the  profits  of  the  business.  With  this 
backingr  as  his  only  capital.  Mr.  Bradley  began  the 
manufacture  of  commercial  fertilizers  on  the  banks 
of  the  old  South  Bav.  Boston,  and  then  and  there 
founded  a  business  in  the  line  indicated  which  in 
his  lifetime  became  the  very  largest  and  most  suc- 
cessful of  its  kind  in  this  country.  The  small  plant 
was  soon  outgrown,  and  works  were  established  at 
Wevmoutb.  Mass..  which  became  the  most  extensive 
fertilizing  iilant  in  the  world.  This  end.  however, 
was  not  achieved  without  great  effort,  and  persist- 
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cut  eiicrgfy  and  study.  Much  cxpcriuiciit.  research 
and  laborator}'  work  had  U/  be  dune,  uuny  per- 
plexities encountered  and  dilYiculties  met  and  over- 
come, but  these  Mr.  Bradley  liravely  met  and  solved, 
he  liavinn^  been  made  of  that  material  which  knew 
no  '"let  up''  until  the  desired  end  was  accomplished. 
By  this  untirin.g  zeal  and  able  management  Mr. 
Bradley's  fertilizers  came  into  common  use  among; 
progressive  farmers  from  Maine  to  Florida.  Dur- 
ing the  development  of  this  business  Mr.  Ames 
continued  to  endorse  for  Air.  Bradley,  and  when  the 
former  became  involved  in  his  \a5t  railroad  projects 
Mr.  Bradley  became,  in  turn,  an  endorser  on  the 
paper  of  Mr.  Ames  for  the  latter's  accommodation, 
so  that  when  the  great  financial  panic,  of  the  early 
'seventies  swept  over  the  country  Mr.  .Ames  found 
that  he  had  overtaxed  his  resources,  and  both  he 
and  Mr.  Bradley  were  obliged  to  temporarily  sus- 
pend payment.  Mr.  Bradley  in  this,  as  in  the 
previous  crisis,  was  determined  to  pay  dollar  for 
dollar,  and  he  earnestly  solicited  and  obtained  an 
extension  from  his  creditors  of  six.  twelve,  ei.p;b.teen 
and  twenty-four  months,  with  interest  at  seven  per 
cent.  All  of  these  obligations  were  met  at  matur- 
ity, and  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  had  paid  in  full 
an  indebtedness  of  $523,000,  with  interest :  he  had 
saved  his  business,  and  had  again  maintained  his 
credit  and  reputation,  dearer  to  him  than  all  else. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1S73.  Mr.  Ames  died,  and  in 
order  to  best  protect  his  varied  interests  his  estate 
was  declared  insolvent,  which  rendered  Mr.  Brad- 
ley's position'extrcmely  embarrassing,  for  'Sir.  Ames 
had  negotiated  about  8200,000  of  Mr.  Bradley's 
notes  and  endorsements  for  his  own  accommoda- 
tion. $80,000  of  this  paper  had  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  Oliver  Ames  &  Sons.  At  the  expiration 
of  thirty  days,  on  the  hour  and  minute.  Mr.  Brad- 
ley went  into  Mr.  Ames'  ofSce  and  laid  down  a 
cashier's  check  for  the  full  amount  of  the  notes, 
with  interest  added  at  the  legal  rate. 

Through  the  able  management  of  Mr.  Ames' 
executors  (his  sons,  Oliver  and  Oakes  A.  Ames) 
his  estate  was  not  only  rendered  solvent,  but  paid 
to  his  heirs  several  millions  of  dollars  besides,  so 
that  all  this  accommodation  paper  was  afterward 
paid  by  his  executors,  to  whom  Mr.  Bradley  also 
paid  $100,000  for  Mr.  Ames'  interest  in  his  business. 
Thus  the  close  business  relations  which  existed  so 
long  and  pleasantly  between  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr. 
Bradley  resulted  in  mutual  benefits  and  justified 
their  unboundcfl   confidence   in   each  other. 

One  of  Mr.  Bradley's  greatest  characteristics  and 
most  serviceable  factors  in  his  business  qualifica- 
■  tions  was  his  phenomenal  resource  in  times  of  emer- 
gency. One  of  his  associates  in  business  used  to 
say  that  he  seemed  almost  to  court  emergencies  in 
in  order  to  gain  the  satisfaction  of  extricating  him- 
self successfully  from  them. 

In  1S72  the  bu'^ines;,  which  had  heen  conducted 
•n  the  name  of  William  L.  Bradley,  was  transferred 
to  the  Bradlev  Fertilizer  Co.     Later  branch  offices 


were  established  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Cleveland^ 
Uiiiu,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Augusta,  Ga.  Of  this 
company  Mr.  Bradley  became  president  and  sole 
manager.  He  also  became  largely  interested  in 
other  fertilizer  works  at  Carteret,  X.  J.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  He 
operated  extensive  phosphate  mines  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  Florida,  and  was  an  owner  of  real  estate 
in  nearly  every  Atlantic  coast  State  from  Maine  to 
Florida. 

During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Bradley 
gave  up  the  active  management  of  his  business  to 
his  sons,  and  devoted  nuich  of  his  time  to  his  chosen 
occupation,  farming  and  landscape  gardening,  at 
his  beautiful  country  seat  at  Hingham,  Mass., 
where  he  died  after  a  short  illness,  Dec.  15,  1894, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

In  1848  Mr.  Bradley  was  married  to  Frances 
Martina  Coe,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Harriet 
( Rice)  Coe,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  Two  sons,  Peter 
B.  and  Robert  S.,  and  one  daugiuer,.Abby  A.,  sur- 
vived him. 

GEORGE  W.  GOODSELL.  whose  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  No.  6  High  Street,  Xew  Haven, 
on  Jan.  28,  1887,  was  one  of  the  city's  conspicuous 
business  men  of  fifty  years  ago,  and  he  descended 
from  one  among  the  old  Colonial  families  of  the 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Goodsell  was  born  in  1819,  in  Foxon,  son 
of  Jacob  aiul  Sophia  (Pierixjnt')  Goodsell,  she  a  de- 
scendant of  the  old  prominent  Pierpont  family  of 
Xew  Haven.  Mr.  Goodsell  began  his  business  car- 
eer as  aclerk  for  the  late  Elias  Pierpont,  who  kept 
a  grocery  on  the  corner  of  Olive  and  Grand  streets. 
Later  on,  associated  with  his  brother.  Willis  J. 
Goodsell,  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  estab- 
lishing a  grocery  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Crown 
streets.  George  W.  also  operated  stores  on  Custom 
House  Square  and  on  Long  Wharf,  where  he  erect- 
ed a  fine  granite  building  forty  years  ago.  More 
recently  he  was  in  business  on  State,  near  George, 
street.  Up  to  early  in  the  seventies  2\Ir.  Goodsell 
did  an  extensive  business  and  greatly  prospered  in 
it,  becoming  wealthy.  In  his  earlier  career  he  was 
engaged  largely  in  the  importing  business,  owning 
his  own  vessels.  He  imported  largelv  Turk  Island 
salt.  He  invested  extensivelv  in  real  estate,  build- 
ing a  number  of  houses  and  developing  tracts  of 
land  between  X'ew  Haven  and  Westville.  He  im- 
proved what  is  known  as  the  Whitney  and  Dr. 
Knight  places.  He  built  and  owned  a  cottage  at 
Savin  Rock.  He  was  a  man  of  great  business  ca- 
pacity and  one  of  the  prominent  business  m.en  of 
his  day  in  X^ew  Haven.  The  panic  of  1S73  ruined 
him,  his  financial  losses  being  heavy,  and  by  that 
event  his  floating  indebtedness  was  upwards  of 
$300,000.  This  burden  he  carried  bravelv,  met  his 
obligations  as  fast  as  p-'issiblc.  ami  three  vears  la'cr 
he  had  reduced  this  enormous  debt  to  $2,500.  Of 
his  X'e.w  Haven  creditors,  none  of  those  unsecured 
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bv  notc:  lost  a  dollar,  and  all  the  notes  he  was  un- 
able to  pay,  aniountnig  to  very  little,  were  forgiven 
him.  A  man  of  honor  and  integrity,  and  of  great 
fortitude,  he  continued  in  business,  and  during  the 
later  years  of  his  life  was  moderately  successful. 
Mr.  Goodsell  was  a  man  of  quiet  taste  and  life, 
diligent  and  honorable  in  business,  and  an  upright 
member  of  society,  tlis  religious  connections  were 
with  the  College  Street  Church,  a  valuable  member. 

Mr.  Goodsell  was  married  to  Abigail  Andrew 
Nettleton,  of  Milford,  and  of  their  family  of  live 
children,  all  survived  the  father,  namely :  Frances 
A.,  who  married  Aug.  '24,  1864,  James  Gardner 
Clark,  now  a  prominent  lawyer  and  conveyancer  in 
New  Haven,  their  elegant  home  being  at  West  Hav- 
en;  Mrs.  Albert  J.  ^lilbank,  of  New  York  City; 
Mrs.  Charles  G.  Keys,  who  died  in  1894;  G.  Willis- 
ton  and  Edward  L.  Goodsell,  the  two  latter  of  New 
York  City,  where  they  are  engaged  in  an  importing 
business. 

Many  of  the  Goodsells  of  New  Haven  county  | 
came  from  the  early  Branford  family.  Thomas 
Goodsell  appears  in  Branford  in  1667,' then  a  youth. 
He  married  June  4,  1684,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Sam- 
yel  Hemmingway,  of  New  Haven,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel,  born  Feb.  28,  1685;  Mary,i 
born  Dec.  28,  1686;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  14,  1689; 
Lydia,  born  Alay  3,  1692;  Deborah,  born  Dec.  29, 
1694;  Abigail,  born  Oct.  4,  1697  (died  young), 
Abigail  (2),  born  Feb.  28,  1699;  Thomas,  born  in 
January,  1702;  and  John,  born  Dec.  21,  1705. 

Of  the  three  sons  of  Thomas  Goodsell,  Samuel 
married  Mary  Frisbe  and  to  them  came  children 
as  follows:  Samuel,  born  Oct.  30,  1710;  Jonathan, 
born  June  22,  1712;  Isaac,  bom  ^larch  14,  1715; 
Isabel,  born  Sept.  9,  1717;  Mary,  born  Dec.  17, 
1719;  Jacob,  born  July  22,  1722;  and  Dan,  born 
June  16,  1724. 

Thomas  Goodsell  (2),  son  of  the  first  Thomas, 
married  Oct.  6,  1731,  Martha  Davenport,  and  to 
them  came  Sarah,  who  married  Jeremiah  W'olcott. 

HON.  XEHE.MIAH  D.  SPERRY.  member  of 
Congress  from  the  Second  District  of  Connecticut, 
former  Secretary  of  that  State,  and  for  twenty- 
eight  years  the  efficient  postmaster  at  New  Haven, 
is  a  descendant  of  sturdy  New  England  ancestry. 
He  was  born  July  10,  1827,  in  the  town  of  Wood- 
bridge,  New  Haven  county,  a  son  of  Enoch  and 
Mary  Atlanta  (Sperry)  Sperry,  and  is  in  the  line 
of  direct  descent  from  that  Richard  Sperry  who 
takes  a  place  in  history  as  the  courageous  friend  and 
defender  of  the  regicides. 

The  name  of  Sperry  is  familiar  to  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  New  Haven  and  vicin- 
ity, for  from  almost  the  ven.'-dawn  of  the  Colonial 
f>eriod  to  the  present,  members  of  the  family  have 
been  conspicuous  characters  in  the  locality's  social 
and  business  life.  Tt  i^  the  purpose  •'■■f  t]-.'.^  article, 
however,  U)  treat  brietly  of  the  lineage  a;id  family 
only  of  the  late  Enoch  Sperr>-,-of  Woodbridge,  sev- 


eral of  whose  sons  became  prominent  in  the  city 
of  New  Haven  and  elsewhere.  We  refer  to  Hon. 
Lucien  Wells  Sperry,  Stiles  Denison  Sperry,  Hon. 
Xehemiah  Day  Sperry  and  Enoch  Knight  Sperry, 
tv.o  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

In  the  town  of  Woodbridge  there  is  a  fertile  tract 
of  land  in  the  valley  to  the  westward  of  West  Rock, 
near  the  "Judge's  Cave,"  so-called  because  it  was 
for  a  time  the  hiding  place  for  the  regicides  Gens. 
GofTe  and  Whalley,  and  Col.  Dixwell,  who  fled  to 
America  after  the  restoration.  This  tract  early  took 
the  name  of  Sperry's  farms — the  home  of  Richard 
Sperry,  a  farmer  who,  though  not  one  of  the  original 
planters  of  New  Haven,  was  an  early  settler,  his 
name  being  of  record  in  the  town  as  early  as  Jan. 
4,  1643.  This  Richard  Sperry  was  the  last  friend 
and  protector  of  the  regicides,  Goffe  and  Whalley, 
at  a  time  when  their  pursuers  from  England  were 
trying  to  ferret  them  out  of  their  hiding  places. 
1  here  is  a  famil\-  tradition  that  he  came  to  New 
Haven  as  agent  for  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  The 
tenure  of  Sperry's  Farms  has  continued  for  up- 
ward of  250  years,  in  the  persons  of  his  descend- 
ants. From  Richard  Spern,-,  of  Sperr\-'s  P^arms, 
are  descended  the  sons  of  the  late  Enoch  Sperry, 
who  are  in  the  sixth  generation,  their  lineage  being 
through  Nathaniel,  Nathaniel  (2),  Simeon-  and 
Enoch  Sperry. 

(II)  Nathaniel  Sperry,  son  of  Richard,  born 
Aug.  13,  1656,  inarried  Oct.  2.  1683,  Sarah  Dicker- 
man,  who  was  born  July  25,  1663,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  (Cooker)  Dickerman,  and  grand- 
daughter of  "Thomas  Dickerman,  of  Dorchester, 
1636. 

(III)  Nathaniel  Sperry  (2),  son  of  Nathaniel, 
born  March  8.  1695,  married  Dec.  25.  1719,  Sarah 
"VV'ilmot,  born  Feb.  26,  1695-96,  daughter  of  John 
Wilmot.     Mr.  Sperry  died  Sept.  8,  1751. 

(IV)  Simeon  Sperry,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  born 
March  16,  1738-39,  married  Patience  Smith.  Mr. 
Sperrv  lived  and  died  in  Woodbridge,  his  birth- 
place,'though  at  the  time  of  his  birth  the  territory 
was  the  town  of  New  Haven.  By  occupation  he 
was  a  small  manufacturer  and  farmer.  He  held 
some'  minor  town  offices.  He  was  a  man  of  retiring 
disposition,  but  he  had  great  decision  of  character 
and  undoubted  integrity,  and  he  enjoyed  the  conti-- 
dence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

(Y)  Enoch  Sperrv-,  son  of  Simeon,  bom  in  1787. 
married  ^.lary  Atlanta  Spern-,  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Eunice  (Johnson)  Sp  rr\-.  Mr.  Sperry  was  born  in 
\\'ocKlbridge  and  lived  on  the  mill  site  at  the  upper 
end  of  Sperry's  Famis.  where  were  located  the  grist- 
mill and  carding  machine.  Like  his  father  he.  too. 
was  a  small  manufacturer  and  farmer  and  held  a  few- 
town  offices.  He  possessed  a  natural  mathematical 
mind  and  would  solve  the  most  difficult  problems  in 
his  own  wav  without  the  rules  of  ordinary-  arithme- 
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family  devoti.m  anil  was  a  sircere  Christian,  a  man 
of   the   highest  integritv   and  one  who  would  go 
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further  than  most  men  to  assist  those  in  distress  or 
need.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  matters  of  the 
day  and  would  discuss  political  and  religious  ques- 
tions with  great  freedom  and  intelligence.  Outside 
of  business  his  chief  delight  was  in  church  affairs. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  often  moderator  of  their  meetings  and  he  was 
frequently  chosen  to  settle  disputes  both  in  and  out 
of  the  church,  his  decisions  being  seldom  questioned. 
'  To  the  union  of  Enoch  arid  >.Iary  Atlanta  Sperry 
were  born  children  as  follows : 

(i)  Hox.  LuciHX  Wells  Sperrv,  born  March 
8,  1820,  in  Woodbridge,  married  Harriet  A.  Sperry, 
daughter  of  Enos  Sperry,  of  Westville.  She  died 
about  1888,  and  Mr.  Sperry  in  1S90.  They  left  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Eugene  S.  Miller.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  Lucien  \V.  Sperry  went  to  New 
Haven  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  As  the  years 
passed  he  improved  his  educational  opportunities 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  enabled  to  teach 
school.  In  1845,  associated  with  his  brother,  Stiles 
D.  Sperry,  he  began  a  mercantile  career  and  for 
twenty  years  or  more  the  brothers  were  located  in 
business  in  Westville.  Woodbridge.  Xew  Haven  and 
Hartford.  In  1855  Lucien  bought  a  tract  of  land 
on  Mill  river,  just  east  of  the  railroad,  and  with 
Chauncey  Sperry,  son  of  the  late  Enos  Sperry,  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  and  wood  business,  continuing 
same  until  1863.  In  his  later  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  several  local  hanks  and  was  a  director  in 
railroads  in  which  the  town  and  city  had  interest. 
In  the  mi'ldle  'sixties  he  began  a  political  career 
in  which  for  many  years  he  was  most  popular,  prom- 
inent and  successful,  holding  almost  every  office  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
first  selectman  and  held  that  office  until  1868,  when 
he  declined  re-nomination.  In  1866  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Xew  Haven  and  was  re-elected  in  1867 
and  again  in  1S68,  receiving  the  largest  majority 
ever  given  a  candidate  up  to  that  time.  In  1869  and 
1870  he  represented  the  Fourth  District  in  the  State 
.  Senate.  From  boyhood  Mr.  Sperry  was  identified 
with  the  militia  of  the  State.  When  twenty  he  was 
chosen  captain  of  a  company  formed  in  his  native 
town  and  during  the  following  year  was  appointed 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment,  of  which 
later  he  became  colonel.  He  was  captain  and  after- 
ward major  of  the  Second  Company,  Governor's 
'  Horse  Guards. 

(2)  Stiles  Dexisox  Sperrv.  born  Oct.  15,  1822, 
married  Anna  E.  Briggs.  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
was  a  prominent  merchant  in  Xew  Haven  and  later 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  State  Savings  Bank  at 
Hartford,  holding  that  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  served  two  terms  as  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature, from  Hartford.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  Mason  and  held  high  offices  in 
that  fraternity. ' 

('3')  Hex.  XEUE^[I.vlI  D.  Sperrv  is  meniioned 
below. 


(4)  Jo.^r.i'H  H.\KT  Sperry  was  killed  in  1846  by 
being  thrown  from  a  horse. 

(5)  Laura  Axx  Sperry,  born  Oct.  20,  1835, 
married  Andrew  J.  Randell  and  resided  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  She  died  Jan.  25,  1879.  In  early  life  she 
was  a  school  teacher. 

(6)  Hon.  Enoch  Knight  Sperry,  born  in 
Woodbridge,  married  Nov.  10,  1863,  Sarah  Amanda 
Treat,  who  was  born  July  29,  1844,  daughter  of 
Jonah  Newton  and  Mary  Amanda  (Gould)  Treat, 
and  a  descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  from  Rich- 
ard Treat,  who  came  to  New  England  as  early  as 
1639  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Wethersfield,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Sperry's  line  of  descent  from  Richard  is 
through  Gov.  Robert,  Robert  (2),  Robert  (3).  Rob- 
ert (4),  Jonathan,  Joseph  and  Jonah  Newton  Treat, 
the  latter  a  mason  and  builder,  of  Xew  Haven. 
Enoch  K.  Sperry  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
efficient  accountant  and  bookkeeper  of  the  City  Bank 
of  New  Haven,  and  has  been  engaged  in  miercantile 
pursuits  in  that  city.  He  was  appointed  United 
States  Consul  to  the  Barbadoes,  by  President  Lin- 
coln, and  served  several  years  with  honor  and  dis- 
tinction. Later  in  life  he  had  charge  of  the  Treat 
estate.  His  wife  died  April  8,  1877.  Their  only 
daughter,  Edith  Amanda  Sperrv,  was  born   Ian.  8, 

Nehemiah  D.  Sf>erry,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
for  two  years  was  at  the  private  school  of  Prof. 
Amos  Smith,  of  New  Haven.  Early  becoming  in- 
dependent and  self-reliant,  while  yet  in  his  'teens 
he  taught  school  in  several  places,  receiving  the 
largest  salary  at  that  time  ever  paid  a  country  school 
teacher  in  this  State.  Saving  his  money  he  was 
presently  able — in  1848 — to  go  into  business  in  X'ew 
Haven,  becoming  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Sperry,  one  of  the  most  successful  busi- 
ness concerns  of  the  city.  Being  industrious  and 
energetic  and  possessing  business  judgment  and 
marked  ability,  he  was  soon  rated  among  the  best 
business  men  of  the  city.  His  activities  were  directed 
along  the  lines  of  public  improvements.  He  orig- 
inated a  company  for  constructing  and  operating 
a  horse  railroad  between  New  Haven  and  Fair  Ha- 
ven and  Westville.  and  as  its  president  managed 
its  atTairs  for  ten  vears  with  energy-  and  discre- 
tion. By  his  personal  efforts  during  this  period  he 
secured  a  charter  for  the  first  horse  railroad  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  For  some  years  Mr.  Sperr>' 
was  a  director  in  several  corporations,  such  as  the 
New  Haven  &  Derby  Railroad  and  the  X'ew 
England  Hudson  Suspension  Bridge  Co.,  and  he 
has  always  co-operated  and  assisted  in  all  kinds  of 
public  enterprises.  Xo  man  has  taken  a  greater 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  city  than  Mr.  Sperr\-, 
and  it  is  probable  that  no  other  man  in  Xew 
Haven  has  more  friends  than  the  present  Con- 
gressman. 

.\  strong  suprx'irter  of  the  .\merican  system  of 
public  schools  ]\Ir.  Sperry,  in   1S78,  vigorously  at- 


38 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


tacked  the  action  of  the  New  Haven  Board  of  Edu- 
cation   in     ordering-     the     discontinuance    of    the 
reading   of    the    Bible    in    the    pubUc    schools    and 
succeeded    in    carrying-    every    ward    in    the    city 
in    favor  of   the   restoration   of   the   Bible   in   the 
schools,   his    logic    and    fervor,   his    appeal   to  the 
traditions    of    New    England    arousing    a    public 
sentiment    that    soon     compelled     the     revocation 
of  the  order.     Mr.  -Sperry  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  has  been  influential  in  the  councils  of  the  party 
for  many  years.     In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
on  the  first  organization  of  the  party  became  a  Re- 
publican.    For  a  time  he  served  in  the  ranks  of  the 
American  party,  but  at  the  convention  of  that  party 
in  Philadelphia,  when  it  incorporated  a  pro-slavery 
plank  in   its  platform,   he  unceremoniously  bolted. 
This   decided   stand    for  principle   made   him   very 
popular  at  home  and  in  1855  he  was  nominated  for 
governor   of   the   State.      Not   having   reached   the 
Constitutional  age  for  the  place  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  Secretary  of  State  that  year,  and  w^as 
re-elected.     In  1856  he  attended  the  National  Con- 
vention  of    the    American    party    at    Philadelphia, 
which  placed  in  nomination  ex-President  Fillmore. 
Here  again  he  vigorously  opposed  the  resolutions 
on  slavery  and  declined  to  support  the  nominees  of 
the  party.    That  year  he  attended  the  first  National 
Convention  of  the  Republican  party  and  gave  his 
warm  support  to  its  nominees  and  principles.     He 
was  made  chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Com- 
mittee, a  position  he  held  during  the  trying  period 
prior  to  the  Civil  war  and  during  its  continuance. 
In  the  State  campaign  of  i860  he  did  much  to  secure 
the  election  of  Gov.  Buckingham  and  the  following 
year  was  named  as  postmaster  of  New  Haven  by 
President  Lincoln.    In  1864  Mr.  Sperry  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Convention  held  at  Baltimore 
which  renominated  President  Lincoln.    At  that  time 
he  was  chosen  secretars'  of  the  National  Committee 
and  was  made  one  of  the  committee  of  seven  whose 
function  was  to  conduct  the  campaign  of  that  year. 
Of  this  committee  of  seven  he  was  secretary  and 
one  of  the  most  active  members.     In  1868  he  pre- 
sided at  the  State  convention  which  nominated  the 
electors  who  voted  for  Gen.  Grant  and  since  that 
time  his  continued  activity  in  National  affairs  has 
earned  for  him  a  reputation  that  extends  over  the 
entire  country.     Early  in  1889, 'during  the  first  ad- 
ministration of  President  Cleveland,  Mr.  Sperry  was 
retired  from  the  post  office  at  New  Haven,  but  he 
was  re-appointed  by  President  Harrison.    The  New 
Haven  post  office  is  the  most  important  in  the  State 
and  an  important  one  in   the  country.     The   post- 
master-general, upon  retiring,  mentioned  in  his  re- 
port four  post  offices  in  the  country  as  leading  all 
the  others  in  general  merit.    The  New  Haven  post 
office  was  one  of  the  four  and  the  attorney-general 
stated  that  its  business  management  was  "Washing- 
ton   Monument   High."       In  i8'i5    Mr.  Sj/irry    re- 
signed his  office  and  his  fellow  citizens  without  re- 


gard to  party  gave  him  a  complimentary  uautiuct, 
the  largest  ever  given  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
It  took  place  at  the  Hyperion  theater. 

Mr.  Sperry  has  variously  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  official  positions.  He  has  been  selectman 
of  the  town  of  New  Haven  and  alderman  of  the 
city.  In  1888  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
that  nominated  Benjamin  Harrison  for  the  presi- 
dency and  ser\-ed  on  the  committee  on  Platform. 
As  a  public  speaker  aiid  debater  ^Ir.  Sperry  pos- 
sesses great  power  to  move  and  influence  his  audi- 
tors. He  is  a  strong  Protectionist  and  in  the  cele- 
brated debate  before  the  State  Grange  in  1887  he 
was  one  of  two  orators  selected  by  the  National  Pro- 
tection League  to  answer  for  that  school.  The  ad- 
vocates for  free  trade  selected  Daniel  A.  Wells.  Prof. 
Sumner  and  J.  B.  Sargent,  but  only  the  latter  ap- 
peared. In  the  absence  of  his  colleague,  Prof.  Dens- 
low,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Sperry  was  likewise  left  un- 
supported. The  result  was  a  pronounced  and  ad- 
mitted victor)-  for  ]\Ir.  Sperry.  Before  the  General 
Assembly  he  presented  the  subject  of  protection 
in  what  was  termed  the  most  masterly  and  scholarly 
address  ever  heard  on  the  subject.  In  1888  he  de- 
bated the  Mills  Bill  before  a  large  assembly  in  con- 
troversy with  one  of  the  ablest  representatives  of 
that  school  in  the  State,  and  the  result  was  still  more 
creditable.  An  article  which  he  wrote  on  the  ''Ad- 
vantage of  Protection"  and  which  appeared  in  the 
Christian  Secretary,  of  Hartford,  aroused  such  wide- 
spread attention  that  more  than  400,000  copies  were 
published.  It  was  afterward  put  in  pamphlet  form 
and  still  more  widely  circulated.  At  the  National 
Postal  Convention  held  at  Alexandria  Bay,  Thou- 
sand Islands,  N.  Y.,  ^Nlr.  Spern,-  was  the  orator  of 
the  occasion  and  his  address  was  listened  to  with 
admiration  and  delight. 

In  1866  Mr.  Sperry  was  the  nominee  of  his  party 
for  Congress  from  the  New  Haven  District,  an 
honor  which,  for  private  reasons,  he  felt  impelled  to 
decline.  In  1894  he  was  again  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  Congress,  was  elected  by  a  good  majority, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  active,  experienced  apd  in- 
fluential members  of  that  body,  no  member  of  "which 
perhaps  has  a  more  satisfied  and  contented  constit- 
uencv  behind  him  than  has  'Sir.  Sperry.  He  is  now 
serving  his  fourth  term. 

As   a   business   man   Mr.    Sperry   has   been   re- 
markably successful  and   is  still  a  member  of  the 
well-known  house  of   Sperry  &  Treat,  contractors 
and   builders,   of   New   Haven.      Popular   in   social 
I  life  he  has  been  president  of  the  Ouinnipiac  Club 
!  for  many  years,  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  and 
has  been  a  Mason  for  nearly  fifty  years;  he  has  at- 
!  tained  the  thirty-third  degree. 

i  Mr.  Sperry  was  married  in  1847  to  Miss  Eliza 
j  H..  a  daughter  of  Willis  and  Catherine  Sperry,  of 
'  Woodhridsre.  She  died  in  1873  and  in  1875  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Minnie  V>.  Newton,  a  native  of  L^xkport, 
,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Erastus  and  Caroline  New- 
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ton,  of  that  place.  Thcv  lui'.  c  uiicdavightcr,  Caesara 
A.,  who  is  the  widow  of  £phrauii  1.  irVothinghani, 
and  has  one  child,  Newton  Sperry  Frothingham. 

HON.  CHARLES  BUCKINGHAM  MERRI- 
MAN,  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen  and  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  W  aterbury,  was  born 
in  Watertown,  Conn.,  Oct.  9,  1809,  and  died  March 
15,  1889. 

Mr.  Merrinian  descended  from  one  of  the  old 
New  England  families  and  from  Revolutionary 
stock.  He  was  in  the  seventh  q-eneration  from  Capt. 
Nathaniel  Merriman,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  -in  1670,  the  line  of 
descent  being  through  Caleb,  Eliasaph,  Amasa, 
Charles  and  William  H. 

(H)  Caleb  Merriman,  son  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Merriman,  bom  in  1665,  married  Mary  Preston. 

(HI)  Eliasaph  Merriman,  son  of  Caleb  Merri- 
man, born  in  1695,  married  in  1719,  Abigail  Hall. 

(iV)  Amasa  Merriman,  son  of  Eliasaph  Merri- 
man, born  about  1730,  married  Sarah  (surname  not 
known ) . 

(V)  Charles  Merrinian,  son  of  Amasa  Merri- 
man, born  Aug.  20,  1762,  married  ^lay  16,  1784, 
Anna,  daughter  of  David  Punderson  of  New  Haven. 
Charles  Merriman  enlisted  iii  the  Continental  army 
as  a  drummer  in  1776,  became  drum-major,  and 
served  throughout  the  war.  He  settled  in  Water- 
town,  where  he  commenced  the  business  of  a  tailor, 
which,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  relinquished.  After 
having  "'ridden  post"  from  New  Haven  to  Suffield, 
Conn.,  four  years,  and  made  a  voyage  to  the  West 
Indies,  he  began  mercantile  pursuits  in  Watertown, 
in  which  he  continued  until  1829.  He  died  Aug. 
26,  1829,  leaving  ten  children. 

(VI)  William  H.  Alerriman,  son  of  Charles 
Merriman,  born  Sept.  26,  1788,  married  Jan.  8,  1S09, 
Sarah,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Giloe  (  Merrill ) 
Buckingham,  born  Feb.  16,  1790.  William  H- 
Merriman  settled  in  Watertown ;  was  an  enterpris- 
ing merchant ;  removed  to  Waterbury  and  there 
died.  His  wife  died  July  20,  1870.  Their  children 
were :  Charles  B.,  Sarah  A.,  Joseph  P.,  David  and 
Henry. 

Charles  Buckingham  Merriman  was  educated  in 
the  village  school,  and  at  Leiinard  Daggett's  school 
in  New  Haven.  In  his  early  life  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  with  his  father  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town  nf  Wooiiliury.  Conn.  Fifty 
y-ears  prior  to  his  death  he  came  to  Waterbury,  and 
•went  into  business  ,with  Ezra  Stiles  on  the  comer 
of  Centre  Square  and  Leavenworth  streets.  In  1843 
and  after  several  business  changes,  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  Julius  Hotchkiss  in  a  similar  business 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  suspenders.  Their  busi- 
ness in  1857  was  consolidated  with  that  of  Warren  & 
Newtown  (Alanson  Warren  and  Isaac  E.  New- 
town) Wiio  had  a  suspender  factory  in  Oakville, 
and  became  the  American  Suspender  Co.,  the  fac- 
tory being  located  in  Oakville.     Later  the  mercan- 


tile business  was  dropped,  which  assumed  the  firm 
name  of  Merriman  &  Co.,  ar.d  still  later  Benedict  & 
Merriman. 

Mr.  Merriman's  public  services  covered  a  long 
and  interesting  period  in  Waterbury's  history.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  court  of  common  council 
in  1853,  and  was  called  to  the  same  position  again 
in  1858-59.  In  1866  he  was  elected  alderman  from 
his  ward,  and  in  i86g  was  the  successful  candidate 
on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  position  of  mayor. 
On  May  23,  1870,  he  was  one  of  the  committee  that 
drafted  the  city  charter.  He  was  president  of  the 
Waterbury  Gas  Light  Co.,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  director  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank.  He  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church.  "Mr.  Merriman  was  noted  for  equanimity 
of  temper  and  kindness  of  heart,  and  was  an  en- 
thusiastic supporter  of  every  enterprise  that  con- 
tributed to  the  well  being  and  upbuilding  of  Water- 
bury." 

On  June  30,  1841,  Mr.  Merriman  was  married 
to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward  Field,  of  Water- 
bury, and  to  them  were  bom  children,  as  follows : 
Charlotte  B.,  Sarah  M.,  Helen,  Margaret  F.  uvife 
of  Dr.  Frank  E.  Castle,  of  Waterbury),  William  B. 
and  Edmund  F. 

William  B.  Merriman  is  teller  in  the  Waterbury 
National  Bank.  On  Nov.  17,  1886,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Kingsbury  Parsons. 

JOHN  C.  BOOTH,  late  a  prominent  manu- 
facturer, capitalist,  and  leading  citizen  of  W  ater- 
bury, formerly  of  the  Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens 
Co.,  was  a  native  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  Connecticut. 

Richard  Booth,  the  progenitor  of  the  Booth 
family  in  Fairfield  county.  Conn.,  emigrated  from 
Cheshire,  England,  some  time  between  1630  and 
1640.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hawley,  a  sister  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Hawley,  of  Stratford,  and  settled  in 
Stratford  in  1640. 

Jonathan  Booth,  son  of  Sergeant'  John  Booth 
and  grandson  of  Richard  Booth,  the  emigrant,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  Newtown.  Conn.  He.  in 
company  with  his  cousin  Ebenezer  Booth,  located 
there  in  1707-S.  Journeying  tliither  from  Stratford 
they  purchased  from  the  tribe  of  Pootatuck  In- 
dians, an  extensive  tract  of  land  along  the  Housa- 
tonic  river  on  a  part  of  which  the  village  of  New- 
town, was  afterwards  built.  From  this  Jonathan 
and  Ebenezer  Booth  all  the  Booth  of  Newtown 
have  descended. 

John  C.  Booth  was  born  June  13,  1808.  in  New- 
town, Conn.,  the  son  of  Philo  and  Aurelia  Booth. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  in  Dan- 
bury,  Conn.,  and  for  some  years  was  himself  a 
teacher  in  the  latter  town.  He  becan  his  business 
career  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Newtown.  In  1832 
he  went  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  as  agent  for  the  manu- 
factured goods  of  that  place,  and  in  1S35  he  be- 
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came  a  traveling-  salesman  for  Benedict  and  Burn- 
ham,  and  was  also  employed  to  open  lo^al  trade  for 
Baldwin,  Burnham  &  Co.,  on  the  establishm'ent  of 
their  agency  in  New  York.  He  remained  there  un- 
til 1836.  After  four  years  in  the  West,  he  returned 
and  took  an  interest  in  Benedict  &  Burnham's,  as- 
suming charge  of  their  store  in  Waterbury.  Upon 
the  organization  of  this  manufacturing  concern  in 
1843,  ^^f"-  Booth  was  chosen  one  of  its  directors, 
a  position  he  held  until  1852.  On  Feb.  21,  1853, 
lie  united  with  Israel  HolniL-s  and  others  in  organ- 
izing Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens,  with  which  con- 
cern he  remained  until  iStSg.  That  year  Israel 
Holmes,  L.  J.  Atwood,  D.  S.  Plumb  and  Mr.  Booth 
formed  a  new  company  of  Plumb  &  Atwood  with  a 
capital  of  $400,000,  for  the  manufacture  of  brass 
articles.  On  May  6th  the  Thomas  Manufacturing 
■Co.,  of  Thomaston,  was  consolidated  with  it,  a 
factory  built  there  and  one  in  Waterbury.  At  the 
beginning  Mr.  Holmes  was  president,  Air.  Booth 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Plumb,  treasurer.  Mr.  Booth 
became  president  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Holmes. 
In  1873  Mr.  Booth  retired  from  active  business 
though  retaining  his  official  relations  as  president 
and  director.  The  Holmes,  Booth  &  Haydens  Co. 
have  more  than  one  and  a  half  million  dollars  in- 
vested in  their  business,  and  the  company  now  rank 
among  the  largest  producers  of  brass,  German  sil- 
ver, and  copper  in  sheets,  wire,  rods,  rivets,  jack 
chains,  tubing,  library  and  table  lamps,  etc. 

Mr.  Booth  was  pre-eminently  a  thrifty  business 
man,  careful  and  watchful  in  all  his  affairs  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  acquired  a  competency  said  to  be 
greater  than  that  of  any  other  man  in  Waterbury. 
He  gave  large  sums  to  St.  Margaret's  school.  St. 
John's  and  Trinity  school  (Episcopal),  including 
his  share  of  the  present  site  of  St.  John's  rectory, 
and  to  other  objects.  He  was  once  a  vestryman  and 
always  a  consistent  attendant  of  St.  John's.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  the  Riverside  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion. In  his  relations  with  several  corporations 
with  which  he  was  connected,  he  showed  himself  a 
wise  counselor  and  shrewd  financier,'  and  their 
success  has  been  owing  in  no  small  way  to  his  far 
sightedness  and  sound  judgment.  His  personal 
wants  were  few  and  simple.  He  had  no  taste  for 
display,  and  though  wealthy  never  departed  from 
the  quiet  and  retiring  manner  of  life  he  most  en- 
joyed. At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Islv.  Booth, 
which  occurred  July  29,  1886,  the  Waterbury 
American  said  editorially: 

The  life  of  John  C.  Booth,  the  news  of  whose  death 
startled  the  community  this  mornincr.  wa?  in  many  re- 
spects typical  of  the  spirit  which  has  made  Waterbury  the 
thrifty  and  prosperous  city  that  it  is.  He  began  almost 
with  its  own  modest  beginning,  and  pushed  along  with  it 
to  the  present  he.ihhy  stage  of  its  industrial  growth.  He 
drops  out  HIT',-  fi-.M  c-,f  ycM--.  n.'  t'r.'  ri\v.Tr<U  nf  business 
tact  and  irdusti'\.  wiiilc  ii  .;.'i~  '.ii  ;o  a  future  which  he 
has  foreseen,  and  may  bo  continued  in  a  considerable 
measure  responsible  for.  Death  has  been  making  its  way 
with  stern  activity  among  the  pioneers  of  Waterbury  dur- 


I    ing  the  past  few  years,  and  perhaps  John  C.   Booth  is  as 
I   conspicuous  a  figure  among  tlie  older  landmarks  as  could 
have   been   chosen   lor   its    latal   aim.     He   was   a   man   of 
quaint  manner,  simple   and   unostentatious  modes  of  life,  pa- 
tient, persevering    and    tenacious   of   purpose,  sound   of   judg- 
ment and  not  given  to  mistakes  in  business.     In  his  home 
;    and   among   his   closj  acquaintances   he   was   wont   to   ex- 
I    hibit  a  quaint  dry  humor,  the  greater  side  of  a  nature  of 
I    which    the    world    of    business    did    not    often    obtain    a 
:   glimpse. 

There  follows  an  extract  taken  from  the  funeral 
'  discourse  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rowland : 

Mr.  Booth  will  be  long  remembered  in  the  community 

for  his  ability  as  a  man  of  business,  for  his  perseverance 

I   and  enterprise,  as  well  as  for  his  gentle  and  kindly  nature. 

I    But  those  who  knew  him  best  remember  him  for  his  do- 

I    mestic   virtues,   for   his   fidelity  and  affectionate  nature   in 

!    the   home   circle,    for   his   devotion   to    wife   and   children. 

It  is  such  characters  that  fill  the  homes  of  earth  with  the 

spirit  of  Him  who  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to 

j    minister.    In  his  relations  to  the  church  and  his  intercourse 

I   with  the  world  he  has  shown  himself  obedient  to  the  pre- 

]  cept  which  bids  us  "bear  one  another's  burdens." 

I         On  Feb.   19,  1840,  Mr.  Booth  was  married  to 
I  Miss  Eunice  Tucker,  of  Oxford.  Conn.     She  died 
Aug.  20,   1894.     Their  children  were:     Sarah  H., 
i  born  in  1846,  and  died  in  1873:  and  Mary  E..  the 
wife  of  Edward  M.   Burrell,   a  prominent  manu- 
facturer and  citizen  of  Waterbury, 

i  HON.  DEXTER  RUSSELL  WRIGHT,  whose 
death  occurred  in  New  Haven  July  23,  18S6.  was  a 
''  member  of  the  New  Haven  County  Bar  for  nearlv 
fortv  years  and  was  widely  known  as  an  able  and 
reliable  corporation  and  business  lawyer.  As  a  cit- 
izen and  public  man  he  attained  distinction. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  June  27.  1821.  at  Wind- 
sor. Vt.,  a  son  of  Alpheus  and  Anna  (Lovelandl 
Wright.    The  father  was  engaged  in  the  milling  and 
'  lumber  business  and  subsequently  removed  to  the 
;  State  of  New  York.    When  Dexter  R.  Wright  was 
prepared  he  entered  Wesleyan  at  Middletown.  from 
I  which  he  was  graduated  in  1845.    For  a  brief  period* 
he  was  principal  of  the  Meriden  Academy  and  then 
,  entered  the  Law  Department  of  \"ale.  from  which 
I  he   was   graduated    in    1S48.      While   pursuing  his 
I  studies  he  was  for  a  time  clerk  in  the  office  of  E. 
:  K.  Foster,  of  New  Haven.     In   184S  he  was  ad- 
'  mitted  to  the  Bar  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
'  fession  in  Meriden.     With  the  exception  of  a  brief 
period  of  business   and   legal   experience   with   the 
pioneers  of  California,  in   1S50  and   185 1.  he  con- 
,  tinned  in  practice  in  Meriden  until  1862.     In   No- 
vember, 1863.  Mr.  Wright  opened  an  office  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  followed  his  professional  career 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life.     Here  his  abilities 
as  a  commercial  and  business  lawyer  and  coimselor 
became  noted  and  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  was 
ready  to  his  hand.    He  was  always  a  hard-working 
student  of  his  profession  and  no  opportunity  to  pro- 
tect his  clients   was  nes'lected.     He  had  a  logical 
mind  and  a  tenacious  memory,  which  held  the  great 
principles  of  the  law  fairly  at  his  command,  as  well 
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as  the  more  impiirtaiit  and  sigiiihcani  (lecisior..s  of 
the  courts.  Rarciv  advising  litigation  if  an  honora- 
ble settlement  could  be  made  he  not  infrequently 
avoided  extended  and  disastrous  litigation,  even  at 
his  own  expense.  The  briefs  which  Mr.  Wright 
submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  were  prepared  with 
great  skill  and  showed  remarkable  familiarity  with 
the  English  language.  Courteous  and  attable  to  all 
with  whoin  he  came  in  contact,  his  commanding 
form  and  fine  carriage,  added  to  his  learning  and 
eloquence,  gave  him  much  influence  with  both  court 
and  jury. 

]\Ir.  Wright  began  life  as  a  Democrat  and  was 
a  warm  adherent  of  the  principles  nf  that  party  as 
they  were  declared  prior  to  1861.  In  1849  ^^  ^^^^ 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  Sixth  District, 
being  supported  by  both  Democrats  and  the  Free 
Soilers.  In  the  election  of  i860  Mr.  Wright  agreed 
with  those  Democrats  who,  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Hartford  Times,  supported  Senator  Brecken- 
ridge  for  President.  When  the  Secession  movement 
took  definite  shape  and  could  not  be  allayed  Mr. 
Wright  and  his  intimate  personal  and  business 
friend,  Charles  Parker,  of  Meriden,  without  hesita- 
tion ranged  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  Union  and, 
in  company  with  James  T.  Pratt,  Roger  Averill  and 
other  Democrats,  worked  with  surpassing  devotion 
for  its  preservation.  ^Ir.  Wright  was  made  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  14th  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  in  August,  1862.  was  made  colonel  of 
a  regiment  comjxjsed  of  recruits  from  Xcw  Haven 
coiinty.  This  was  the  15th  Conn.  \^ols.  which,  under 
Col.  Wright's  careful  and  thorough  training, 
quickly  became  one  of  the  most  promising  regiments 
camped  around  Washington  in  the  fall  of  1S62.  The 
iSth  Connecticut  was  brigaded  with  four  other  regi- 
ments and  Colonel  Wright  became  the  commander. 
The  Colonel  made  his  brigade,  as  he  had  before 
made  his  regiment,  noticeable  for  its  drill  and  man- 
agement. His  tent  was  a  place  for  the  study  of  tac- 
tics and,  had  not  political  obstructions  hindered,  he 
would  have  been  made  a  brigadier  general  long 
before  the  forward  movement  began.  Early  in 
1863  he  was  directed  to  take  his  brigade  to  Freder- 
icksburg, and  though  he  had  been  seriously  injured 
by  the  overturning  of  an  ambulance  he  promptly 
led  his  troops  to  Falmouth  and  there  reported  for 
duty.  To  the  surprise  of  his  men  the  brigade  was 
broken  up  and  Col.  Wright  found  himself  attached 
to  one  of  the  older,  but  numerically  weaker  bri- 
gades, with  but  little  prospect  of  receiving  a  com- 
mission as  brigadier  general.  He  was  under  com- 
mand of  officers  not  so  able  and  thorough  as  him- 
^elf.  whose  chief  merit  was  political  power  behind 
them. 

In  March.  1S63,  Col.  Wright,  still  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  his  injury  at  Alexandria  and  ill 
from  the  effects  of  exposure  during  Burnside's  futile 
movements  around  Fr>-d',Tiek--iiiirc-.  rc-i^nc  i  his 
command  and  returned  home  to  throw  himself  into 
the  cause  of  the  Union  Republican  party  in   the 


heated  campaign  th.en  in  progress  between  the  Dem- 
ocrats with  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  on  a  peace  plat- 
form, and  William  A.  Buckingham  as  the  candidate 
of  the  Union  party.    Col.  Wright  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  as  the  representative  fp^rn  Meri- 
den and  during  the  sessions  of  May  and  .November, 
1863,  acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  at  that  time  perhaps  the  most  import- 
ant in  the  House.    He  was  an  acknowledged  leader 
in  a  House  that  contained  some  of  the  brainiest  men 
of  the  State.     He  took  a  brilliant  part  in  the  pro- 
tracted debate  over  the  Vallandigham  question  and 
reported  the  bill   for  the    organization    of    colored 
troops  from  the  State.    Col.  Wright  took  an  active 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  29th  and  30th  Con- 
necticut Colored  \"olunteer  Infantn.-,  and  materially 
assisted  in  securing  their  equipment.     In  the  sum- 
mer of  1863  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  enroll- 
ment board  for  the  Second  Congressional  District 
and  filled  this  position  with  credit  to  the  end  of  the 
war.     Following  the  advent  of  peace  Col.  Wright 
allied  himself  with  the  Republican  party  and  became 
one  of  its  recognized  leaders  in  the  State.     He  was 
president  of  the  convention  which  nominated  Joseph 
R.  Hawley  for  governor  in  1866  and  manifested  un- 
usual gifts  as  a  presiding  officer.    For  several  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  the  board 
of  alderman  of  New  Haven,  and  in  1873  ^^'^s  made 
corporation    council    of    New    Haven.       For    four 
I  years  he  was  United  States  district  attorney  for  Con- 
I  necticut,  and  in  1878  was  elected  a  representative  to 
I  the  General  Assembly  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
i  the  House  in  January,  1879.    ^He  was  a  stanch  sup- 
i  porter  of  James  A.  Garfield  and  James  G.  Blaine. 
I  During  all  these  years  of  public  activity  no  client  of 
'  his  ever  suffered  from  a- neglect  of  his  interests,  nor 
would  be  permit  his  earnest  work  in  his  profession 
1  to  lag.  As  a  citizen  Col.  Wright  was  always  deeply 
I  devoted  to. the  growth,  prosperity  and  general  im- 
'  provement  of  Meriden  and  New  Haven.     He  had 
:  charge  of  the  erection  of  many  of  the  public  build- 
ings in  both  these  places  and  his  abilities  were  ever 
at  the  cammatid  of  the  community  which  he  called 
'  home. 

Col'.  Wright  was  married  Feb.  3.  1848.  to  Mfss 
Maria  H.  Phelps,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Epaphras  L. 
'  Phelps,  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  the  following  children  :  ( i )  Dexter 
R.,  born  in  1852,  died  young.  (2)  ^laria  A.,  born 
April  8.  18^4,  in  1872  married  Henn,-  L.  Hinton,  of 
New  York  city,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Russell  Wright.  Athelbert  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years),  and  Chalmers  (who  died 
in  infancy).  (3)  Charles  P.,  born  in  1857,  died 
j  young.  (4)  Harriet  P.,  born  Jan.  31,  i860,  was 
married  in  1886  to  Elisha  Hewitt,  of  New  Haven, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  that  city 
and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  of 
Revcluti' 'r,.iry  fame.  Thev  have  one  child.  Dexter 
Wright,  born  r^Iarcii  25.  i8i")0.  1  5  I  Prai!.  born  Feb. 
23,  1862,  was  married  to  Minnie  L.  Crawford  and 


42 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


li\es  in  Chicago,  wLero  he  is  r!ig.;:,'CLl  in  tlie  coal 
business.  They  have  two  children,  Mary  and  Ruth. 
(6)  Arthur  B.  is  a  lawyer  in  South  Dakota.  He 
married  Harriet  B.  Sprague,  a  native  of  New  York 
City,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Roswell  Sprague. 

Mrs.  Maria  H.  (Phelps)  Wright  was  born  July 
6,  1823,  and  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion from  William  Phelps,  a  native  of  Tewkesbury, 
England,  who  removed  to  Dorsetshire,  where  he 
was  married;  his  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth.  In 
1630  he  came  to  Dorchester,  iMass.,  in  company  with 
Rev.  William  Warham,  of  whose  church  in  Ply- 
mouth, England,  he  was  an  original  member.  In 
1636  he  removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut. 

Lieut.  Timothy  Phelps,  a  son  of  the  emigrant 
William  Phelps,  was  born  in  1630  and  was  married 
in  1661  to  Alan,-,  daughter  of  Edward  Griswold,  of 
Kenilworth,  Conn.    He  made  his  home  in  Windsor. 

Timothy  Phelps,  son  of  Lieut.  Timothy,  was 
born  in  1663,  was  married  in  16S6  to  Martha  Crow 
and  about  1690  removed  to  Hebron,  Conn.,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  first  selectman  of  the  town,  chosen 
in  1708,  on  the  organization  of  Hebron. 

Charles  Phelps,  son  of  Timothy,  was  born  in 
.  1702  and  was  married  in  1726  to  Hepzibah,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Stiles. 

Bethuel  Phelps,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born 
in  1748  and  was  married  when  thirty  years  old  to 
Caroline  Lord.  In  1780  he  removed  to  Tolland  and 
from  there  to  West  Point,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in 
1832. 

Col.  Epaphras  L.  Phelps,  son  of  Bethuel,  and 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Wijght,  was  born  May  16,  1783, 
in  Tolland,  and  was  married  (first)  in  1810  to  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  Major  Joel  and  Huldah  (Allen) 
Hopkins.  She  was  born  Feb.  12,  1791,  and  died 
in  1827.  He  died  June  28,  1868,  at  West  Point, 
Connecticut. 

HON.  JOSEPH  SHELDON,  of  New  Haven, 
is  an  able  lawyer  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  New  Haven  County  Bar,  a  public  speaker  and 
lecturer  of  distinction,  and  an  all-around  public- 
spirited  man.  He  has  been  one  of  the  city's  con- 
spicuous characters  for  fifty  years  and  more,  and 
his  reputation  has  long  ago  gone  out  beyond  city, 
county  and  State  limits. 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  born  Jan.  7.  1828,  at  W'ater- 
town,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  fourth  son  of  Col.  Jo- 
seph and  Hepzibah  (Richardson ~l  Sheldon.  His 
early  boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm,  in 
work  and  attendance  at  the  district  school.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  school 
himself,  teaching  through  the  winters  of  1842-43. 
1843-44  and  1844-45,  '^^■ifh  flattering  success.  He 
decided  upon  a  college  course,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1845  began  preparing  to  enter  Hamilton  College,  at 
Clinton,  N.  Y.  He  studied  in  T'ninn  Arademv.  at 
'Rodman,  N.  Y..  and  L^.tcr  at  t!:c  iv  v.-k  i\ivcr  Liter- 
ary and  Religious  Institute,  at  ^\'alertown,  then 
under  the  principalship  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Boyd,  a  Pres- 


byterian clergyman.  Owing  co  failing  health  he 
abandoned  his  plan  of  a  college  course,  but  con- 
tinued to  study  at  Union  Academy,  at  Belleville, 
N.  Y.  Through  the  years  of  1846  and  1847  he  al- 
ternated in  study  and  teaching  at  various  places  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  In  Mav,  1848,  very  much 
against  the  will  of  his  patrons,  he  relinquished 
charge  of  the  large  school  at  Watertown,  and 
started  out  on  a  tour  of  investigation,  desiring  to 
go  to  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Cambridge  to 
learn  what  help  the  newly  established  Scientific 
and  Agricultural  Schools  could  bring  to  practical 
farming.  Lie  found  the  expense  of  a  course  of 
study  at  these  institutions  too  crreat  for  him  to  un- 
dertake. Accidentally  he  met  upon  the  street  of 
New  Haven  the  late  Dr.  Taylor,  who  in  the  course 
conversation  persuaded  him  to  enter  the  under- 
graduate department  of  Yale  College ;  in  the  fall  o£ 
1848  he  joined  the  Sophomore  class.  He  was 
graduated  in  185 1,  having  distinguished  himself  in 
debate  and  English  composition.  Upon  his  gradua- 
tion he  at  once  began  preparation  for  the  law, 
studying  first  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  and  later  in 
Yale  Law  School,  from  which  latter  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1853,  and  received  from  that  institution  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  When  Kossuth,  the  Hungarian 
patriot,  visited  the  United  States  in  the  winter  of 
1852,  young  Sheldon  was  selected  by  the  students 
from  all  departments  of  Yale  to  prepare  the  address 
that  was  sent  from  that  institution  to  the  patriot. 

Both  before  and  after  graduation  ^Ir.  Sheldon 
was  a  student  in  the  law  office  of  Hon.  E.  K.  Foster, 
of  New  Haven,  and  soon  found  considerable  legal 
business  on  his  hands.  In  1854  he  also  taught  in 
the  famous  Military  and  Scientific  School  of  Gen. 
Russell  and  Major  Skinner,  at  New  Haven.  At 
this  time  he  instituted  and  for  two  years  conducted 
very  successfully  "The  Peoples  Lectures,"  chiefly 
with  the  view  of  aiding  the  slavery  agitation,  then 
an  important  question  before  the  people,  and  partly 
to  excite  a  more  stirring  intellectual  life;  but  the 
invitations  for  his  services  to  lecture  at  various 
points  became  so  great  and  trespassed  so  much  upon 
his  time  that  in  two  or  three  years  he  saw  that  he 
must  give  up  his  profession  or  the  lecture  field  so 
he  abandoned  the  latter.  Mr.  Sheldon  speedily 
won  reputation  in  his  profession  and  a  lucrative 
practice.  He  early  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Lyman  E.  ]\Iunson,  which  was  continued  until  the 
latter  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  a  dis- 
trict judge  of  Montana.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Sheldon 
achieved  success  and  made  a  good  reputation. 

Judge  Sheldon  in  his  political  affiliations  has 
generaliy  acted  with  the  Republican  party.  In  the 
campaign  of  1856  he  took  an  active  part  for  Fre- 
mont. As  a  young  man  he  was  bitterly  opposed  to 
slavery  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  debates  of 
ths.t  period.  Among  the  active  Abolitionists  of 
New  Haven  he  ois  one  of  tiie  few  who  never 
shrank  from  assisting  the  fugitive  slaves  and  dur- 
ing all  of  his  professional  work  the  ordinary  chiv- 
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airy  of  the  proicssion  in  r<.-^:uJ  to  meritorious  cases 
for  the  friendless,  the  hopelessly  poor,  was  rather 
especially  emphasized,  particularly  among  the  peo- 
ple of  color.  Soon  after  the  election  of  President 
Lincoln,  for  which  Mr.  Sheldon  labored  zealously, 
the  latter  was  employed  by  several  of  the  leading 
carriage-makers  of  New  Haven  upon  the  perilous 
undertaking  of  settling  their  claims  in  the  South- 
em  States.  He  went  South  by  way  of  Baltimore, 
Norfolk  and  Wcldon.  At  the" little  town  of  Wil- 
son, forty  miles  below  Weldon,  he  was  finally  com- 
pelled by  a  drunken  mob,  to  turn  back,  a  guard 
being  placeil  over  him  to  make  sure  that  he  act- 
uallv  did  leave  the  State.  On  his  return  to  New 
Haven,  by  invitation,  he  addressed  a  large  audience 
in  Music  Hall  on  ""His  Southern  Experiences." 
.During  the  Civil  war  that  followed  he  assisted  in 
sustaining  an  advanced  public  sentiment  and  in  pro- 
curing enlistments.  He  believed  that  the  negro 
must  eventually  be  employed  as  a  soldier,  and  at 
one  time,  when  negro  orphan  asylums  were  being 
sacked  in  New  York,  Mr.  Sheldon  quietly  got  to- 
gether a  company  of  thirty  or  forty  colored  men, 
and  at  midnight,  in  the  basement  of  ]\Iusic  Hall, 
instructed  them  in  military  drill,  all  hands  being 
pledged  to  secrecy.  When  the  negroes  were  called 
for  almost  every  man  of  them  became  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  in  the  29th  or  30th  Regiment,  and 
inspired  confidence  by  his  military  knowledge  and 
aptness.    ' 

In  1872  Mr.  Sheldon  heartily  supported  Horace 
Greeley  for  the  Presidency.     On  a  number  of  oc-  'i 
casions  he  has  frankly  differed  from  the  Republican  i 
party  on  questions  of  public  policy.     Early  in  the   j 
'seventies  he  vigorously  opposed  the  financial  policy  j 
of  our  government,  which  was  leading  toward  the 
"resumption"  that  finally  prevailed.     In  the  fall  of 
1875  he  began  a  series  of  public  meetings  in  New 
Haven  to  resist  the  destruction  of  the  greenbacks,  ' 
and  to  favor  the  remonetization  of  silver.     In  May,  | 
1876,  he  delivered  by  invitation  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce  an  address  before  that  body 
on   the  "Currency,"  which   was   widely  published. 
He   has   long  been   known   as   an   enthusiastic   and 
■  efficient    advocate  of  temperance  and  woman's  suf- 
frage.   From  1879  to  1882  Mr.  Sheldon  served  the  j 
Municipality  of  New  Haven  as  an  alderman.     He  j 
was  chairman  of  the  committees  to  which  were  re-  ] 
ferred  the  project  of  the  Western  Boulevard  sewer 
and  the  retention  and  repair  of  the  State  House. 
The  reports  of  the  committees  upon  those  subjects 
were  drawn  by  him.  In  1881-S3  he  held  the  judge- 
•  ship  of  the  city  court.     In  i88i  he  was  appointed  i 
by  Gov.  Bigelow  to  represent  the  State  in  the  Tariff 
Convention   in   New  York,  where  he  delivered  an  , 
address.     In  1884  Judge  Sheldon  was  delegated  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  also  by 
the  National   Association  of  the  Red  Cross,  to  a  [ 
conference  ot  the  treaty  nations  of  the  Societies  of 
the  Red  Cross  held  at  Geneva.     He  drew  up  and 
delivered  the  address  of  the  American  delegation  ' 


on  one  of  the  most  important  controverted  ques- 
tions before  the  conference,  and  the  question  was 
carried  unanimously,  in  accordance  with  the  views 
urged  in  that  address. 

Judge  Sheldon  has  been  connected  with  a  num- 
ber of  business  enterprises,  and  as  a  manager  of 
business  corporation  =  he  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. He  has  also  given  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  real  estate.  He  became 
the  owner  of  the  foreign  patents  for  a  singularly 
ingenious  machine  for  the  manufacture  of  brushes, 
the  perfecting  of  which,  and  the  other  necessary 
machinery,  and  the  establishment  in  London,  Eng- 
land, of  the  business  of  manufacturing  and  selling 
machine-made  brushes,  occupied  much  of  his  time 
for  six  years.  In  1874  he  sold  out  his  holdings  to  a 
joint-stock  corporation,  which  continued  and  en- 
larged the  business  on  the  lines  originally  laid  out 
by  him,  until  the  establishment  has  become  the 
largest,  most  perfect,  and  profitable  brush-making 
concern  in  the  world. 

Judge  Sheldon  became  a  Freemason  in  1883 
and  in  the  ensuing  year  became  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Aside 
from  his  political  efforts  in  public  speaking  he  is 
well  known  for  his  Fourth  of  July  Memorial  ad- 
dresses and  his  oration  upon  the  death  of  President 
Garfield.  Religiously  he  is  a  Unitarian,  but  as  there 
was  no  church  of  that  denomination  in  New  Haven 
he  has  long  been  identified  with  the  Universalist 
Society,  and  for  years  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Sabbath-school  and  the  conference  meetings  of  the 
Church.  He  also  has  been  a  jrenerous  contributor 
to  the  Society's  support. 

In  September,  1861,  Judge  Sheldon  was  married 
to  Abby,  daughter  of  Samuel  Elbridge  Barker,  of 
Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a  grandnephew 
of  Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry,  of  ^^lassachusetts.  Mrs. 
Sheldon,  like  her  father  before  her,  was  on  terms  of 
special  friendship  with  the  early  Abolitionists  of 
Central  New  York — Gerrlt  Smith,  Samuel  J.  May 
and  Fred  Douglass.  Two  children — daughters — 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Sheldon. 

For  thirty  years  Mr.  Sheldon  has  been  an  in- 
defatigable student  of  political  economy  and  finance. 
It  has  been  the  dominant  feature  of  the  best  years  of 
his  life,  and  he  has  worked  tirelessly  and  sacrificed 
his  own  interests  consciously  and  constantly  in 
order  to  arouse  the  people  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
overwhelming  importance  of  an  intelligent  under- 
standing of  questions  of  national  financial  policy. 
He  is  an  ardent  bimetallist.  and  has  delivered  a 
great  many  addresses  on  this  subject,  the  most  im- 
portant one  possibly  being  before  the  American 
Social  Science  Association  at  Saratoga.  He 
was  for  twenty  years  a  leading  member  '-f  the 
National  Bimetallic  League  and  was  one  of  the  few 
Eastern  Republicans  who  left  their  party  in  1S96 
because  of  their  attitude  on  th.e  money  question 
and  campaig,ned  vigorously  for  William  J.  Bryan 
in  that  year  and  again  in  1900.     Every  department 
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of  thought  or  action  to  whicli  Judge  Sheldon  has 
turned  his  attention  has  felt  the  power  of  his  search- 
ing criticism  and  his  vigorous  personality.  As  a 
thinker  he  is  farsighted  and  consistent,  an  un- 
daunted opponent  of  evil,  and  a  fearless  exponent 
of  the  trutli  as  he  sees  it.  Every  great  reform  of  the 
last  half  of  the  century  just  closed  has  found  in 
him  a  zealous  and  able  champion.  In  all  stages 
of  the  unceasing  contest  against  oppression,  hypoc- 
risy and  sham,  against  the  stubborn  inertia  of 
stolid  conservatism,  he  has  openly  pleaded  for  in- 
dependence of  thought  and  action,  and  at  times 
when  men's  hearts  were  failing  them  for  fear  he  has 
stood  firm. 

STEPHEX  WRIGHT  KELLOGG,  son  of 
Jacob  Poole  and  Lucy  (Wright)  Kellogg,  was  born 
in  Shelbume,  Mass..  April  5,  1822.  At  the  end  of  his 
first  year  in  college  his  father  died,  leaving  the 
widow  and  three  younger  children  in  his  care.  His 
early  life  was  spent  upon  the  paternal  farm,  where 
he  worked  in  the  summer  until  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  taught  school  in  the  winter  months,  after  he  was 
sixteen,  and  attended  an  academy  at  Shelburne  Falls 
for  a  short  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered 
Amherst  College,  where  he  remained  two  terms,  and 
then  entered  Yale,  the  third  term  of  the  Freshman 
year  and  was  graduated  in  1846,  taking  one  of  the 
three  highest  honors  of  his  class.  He  became  prin- 
cipal of  an  academy  at  Winchendon,  Mass.,  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year,  but  rerurned  to  New  Haven 
and  entered  Yale  Law  School  the  following  winter. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Xew  Haven  Bar  in  June, 
184S.  and  immediately  opened  a  law  office  at  Naug- 
atuck.  remaining  there  until  1S54.  when  he  removed 
to  Waterbury,  having  been  elected  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  \\'aterbury  District,  which  then  in- 
cluded X'augatuck.  Since  1854  he  has  had  his  law 
office  in  Waterbury.  having  a  large  practice  in  the 
higher  courts  of  the  State  and  in  the  United  States 
courts. 

^^r.  Kellogg  was  clerk  of  the  Connecticut  Sen- 
ate, in  1851,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  Wat- 
erbury District  in  1853,  and  a  member  of  the  House 
in  1856.  In  1854  he  was  appointed,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, Judge  of  the  Xew  Haven  County  Court,  and 
he  held  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Waterbury  for  seven  years.  He  was  City 
Attorney  from  1866  to.  i86g,  during  which  time  he 
procured  the  first  legislation  for  supplying  the  city 
with  water.  He  was  again  City  Attorney  from 
1877  to  1883,  and  during  this  period  drew  up  a  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  a  sewerage  system  for  the 
city,  and  procured  its  passage  bv  the  legislature. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  X'ational  Con- 
vention in  i860,  and  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee in  that  convention  that  drew  up  the  "platform" 
upnn  which  Abrahnni  Li;ic''ln  \\as  first  elected  Pres- 
ident. He  was  also  appiiiniod  dclo..;ate  to  the  Na- 
tional Conventions  of  1868  and  1876,  and  in  the 
latter  was  chairman  of  the  Connecticut  delegation. 


He  was  colonel,  of  the  Second  RegimeiU.  Connecti- 
cut Xational  Guard,  from  1863  to  1866,  and  brig- 
adier general  from  1866  to  1870.  He  was  elected 
to  the  XLIst  Congress  in  1869,  and  re-elected  in 
1871  and  1873.  During  his  si.x  years  of  service  in 
Congress  he  was  a  member  of  the  committees  on 
Judiciary,  Patents,  War  Claims  and  Pacific  Rail- 
roads; was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Xaval 
Exi)enditures  in  the  XLIId  Congress;  and  of  the 
committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform  in  the  XLIIId. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Bronson  Li- 
brar>'  since  its  organization  in  1868,  and  while  in 
Congress  succeeded  in  making  it  one  of  the  six 
depositories  in  the  State  for  the  valuable  publica- 
tions of  the  United  States  Government.  During  his 
three  terms  in  Washington  Mr.  Kellogg  was  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  best  representatives  the  dis- 
trict ever  had,  with  a  peculiar  aptitude  for  the  prac- 
tical side  of  legislation.  On  April  i,  1873.  shortly 
before  his  third  election  to  Congress,  the  Water- 
bury American  spoke  of  him  as  follows: 

"It  is  not  often  that  a  Congressman  at  the  end  of 
four  years  of  service  receives  so  many  testimonials 
— frank  and  business-like  in  their  tone — from  his 
constituents,  without  reference  to  locality  or  party. 
The  truth  is  that  Mr.  Kellogg  perceives,  more  clear- 
ly than  most  Congressmen,  what  are  the  real  duties 
of  a  representative,  and  honestly  endeavors  to  ful- 
fill them.  He  has  kept  himself  free  from  Congress- 
ional corruption,  and  at  the  same  time  has  done  a 
large  amount  of  honest  and  valuable  work  for  the 
district  and  the  State  which  he  has  represented." 

Since  his  retirement  from  Congress,  Mr.  Kel- 
logg has  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  never  lost  his  interest  in  public 
affairs,  however,  and  has  frequently  written  articles 
for  the  press  upon  political  and  other  subjects  of 
interest.  In  1900  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  at 
large  for  Connecticut.  His  second  son.  John  P. 
Kellogg,  has  been  associated  with  him  in  his  office 
during  the  past  ten  years. 

On  Sept.  ID,  1S51,  Mr.  Kellogg  married  Lucia 
Hosmer  Andrews,  a  granddaughter  of  Chief  Justice 
Hosmer,  of  ^Sliddletown.  Their  children,  in  tne 
order  of  their  age,  are  as  follows :  Sarah  Andrews, 
who  married  F.  C.  Plume  in  1880 :  Lucy  Wright, 
who  married  E.  H.  English,  of  X'ew  Haven,  in 
1882;  Frank  Woodruff:  John  Prescott:  Elizabeth 
Hosmer,  who  married  Irving  H.  Chase.  Feb.  28. 
1889;  Stephen  Wright,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1868:  and 
Charles  Poole,  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Char- 
ities. 

JoHX  Prescott  Kellogg  was  born  in  Water- 
bury March  31,  i860.  He  graduated  from  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1882,  and  from  Yale  Law  School  in  1884. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Kellogg,  Burpee  &  Kellogg,  in  1S84.  and 
-ubsenuentlv.  on  the  retirement  of  Col.  L.  F.  Burpee. 
l)L-can:e  the  junior  member  of  the  finn  of  Kel'ogg  & 
Kellogg.  In  1S91  he  was  appointed  .Vssistant  City 
Attorney,  an  office  which  he  held  until  March.  1893, 
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wlien  hf  was  app-iintcd  r:L.-^.cut:;ig  Attorney  of  the 
District  Court  of  Waterbury.  He  was  Town  Attor- 
ney 1891-1895,  City  Attorney  from  1896,  and  As- 
sistant State's  Attorney  in  1897.  In  1890  he  was 
appointed  an  aid  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  T.  L.  Watson 
(%yith  the  rank  of  captain),  and  resigned  in  May, 
1892.  On  June  i,  1892,  he  married  Clara,  daughter 
of  Frederick  A.  Mason.  They  have  two  children, 
Fredrika  Masen  and  Elizabeth  Hosmer. 

Frank  \V.  Kellogg,  eldest  son  of  Stephen  W. 
■  Kellogg,  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy.  He  fitted  for 
entrance  to  Yale  in  1875,  but  having  an  opportunity 
to  enter  the  Naval  Academy,  at  Annapolis,  he  chose 
the  latter.  Since  his  graduation  at  Annapolis,  in 
1879,  he  has  been  in  the  sea  service  about  twc^-lhirds 
of  the  time,  mostly  on  the  various  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  stations.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Manila 
Bay,  under  Admiral  Dewey,  and  had  command  of 
the  powder  division  on  the  "Baltimore."  During 
the  action  he  was  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  some 
ammunition,  caused  by  the  passage  of  a  Spanish 
shell  through  the  "Baltimore."  On  his  return  to 
Waterbury  from  the  Pacific  station  a  beautiful  sword 
was  presented  to  him  by  the  city,  and  he  received  an 
ovation  in  which  the  whole  population  of  the  city 
seemed  to  participate.  A  very  fine  model  of  the 
"Baltimore"  was  built  on  the  public  square  for  his 
reception,  and  the  sword  was  presented  to  him  on  its 
deck.  He  is  now  in  charge  of  a  division  at  the  Xavy 
Department  in  Washington.  On  June  i,  1901,  he 
was  married  .to  Minnie  McConike,  of  Trov,  New 
York. 

Charles  P.  Kellogg,  youngest  son  of  S.  W. 
Kellogg,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1890,  and  at  the  Yale 
Law  School  in  1893.  He  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  in  1895,  and  has 
held  that  position  since.  He  was  a  delegate  in  1900 
to  the  International  Conferences  of  Charities  at 
London  and  Paris,  and  to  the  Prison  Congress  in 
Brussels.    He  is  unmarried. 

THE  MORSE  FA^HLY.  For  the  past  eighty 
years  the  Morses,  the  late  Gardner  Morse,  sons  and 
grandsons,  in  tuni,  have  been  closely  identified  with 
the  history  of  New  Haven,  figuring  somewhat  con- 
spicuously in  its  business  growth  and  development, 
and  making  improvements  that  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  their  e^terpri:^e  and  public  spirit.  Among 
the  members  of  the  family  yet  active  in  business  life 
are  Gardner  Morse  ( secretary  of  the  New  Haven 
Gas  Light  Company),  Elliott  H.  ^lorse  (secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank) 
and  Joseph  B.  Morse  (a  lawyer  who  is  extensively 
engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate  business). 

The  Morse  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New 
England.  Joseph  Morse,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
of  the  New  Haven  family,  was  born  in  England 
about  1587,  and  came  to  New  England  in  1635, 
settling  in  Tpswic!".,  M;;--..  pri(ir  to  i'i4r.  He  mar- 
ried Dorathy.  served  as  town  clerk,  and  died  in 
1646.     From  this  emigrant  ancestor  the  sons  and 


daughters  of  the  late  Gardner  Morse  ^re  descend- 
ants in  the  ninth  generation.  The  ancestral  line 
is  as  follows:  Joseph  (2),  Joseph  (3),  Joseph 
(4),  Joseph  (5),  Abncr.  Stephen  and  Gardner. 

(II)  Joseph  Morse  y2),  son  of  Joseph  the  emi- 
grant, married  Hester  Bullard,  and  resided  in 
Watertown,  Mass.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors.    He  died  in  1690. 

(HI)  Joseph  Morse  (3),  son  of  Joseph  (2), 
was  born  in  1637,  married  Susannah  Shattuck  in 
1661,  and  resided  in  Groton,  being  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  town,  where  he  died  in  1677. 

(IV)  Joseph  Morse  (4),  son  of  Joseph  (3), 
was  bom  in  1667,  at  Groton,  married  Grace  War- 
ren, of  Watertown  in  1690,  and  lived  on  a  farm  in 
Marlboro,  Mass. 

(V)  Joseph  Morse  (5),  son  of  Joseph  (4),  bom 
in  1691,  married  (first)  Abigail  Hubbard  in  1716, 
and  resided  in  Marlboro.     He  died  in  1756. 

(VI)  Abner  Morse,  son  of  Joseph  (5),  was 
bom  in  1727,  married  Keziah  Stow,  and  resided  in 
what  is  now  Paxton,  ^lass.  Mrs.  Morse  lived  to 
be  over  ninety  years   old,   and   died   in   Marlboro. 

(VII)  Stephen  Morse,  son  of  Abner,  was  born 
Dec.  14,  1759,  and  on  Nov.  i,  1786,  married  Re- 
becca Howe,  of  Sudbury,  Mass.  He  spent  his  life 
on  the  family  homestead  in  Marlboro.  Mrs.  Morse 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  How,  of  Hodin- 
hule,  England,  who  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  pro- 
prietors and  settlers  of  Sudbury,  Mass.,  where  he 
took  the  freeman's  oath  in  1640.  He  was  one  of 
the  petitioners  for  the  town  of  Marlboro  sixteen 
years  later,  and  according  to  tradition  was  the  first 
English  person  to  reside  there.  Stephen  Morse 
was  a  man  of  character,  and  through  his  long  life 
maintained  a  high  reputation  for  integrity  and  moral 
virtue. 

The  late  Gardner  .^lorse,  of  New  Haven,  son 
of  Stephen,  and  father  of  Elliott  H.  (2),  and  Joseph 
Gardner  Morse  ( I ) ,  of  that  city,  was  born  April 
II,  1809,  at  the  old  }^Iorse  homestead,  in  Marl- 
boro, !Mass.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  came  to 
New  Haven  to  enter  the  employ  of  Timothy  and 
Stephen  Bishop,  prominent  merchants  of  tliis  city. 
His  elder  brother,  Stephen,  was  collecting  agent 
for  the  Suffolk  Bank  of  Boston,  and  while  on  busi- 
ness in  New  Haven  heard  of  the  position  oft'ered 
by  Messrs.  Bishop  and  informed  his  brother.  After 
six  years'"  sen-ice  with  these  gentlemen  Gardner 
Morse  became  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business 
with  Charles  Peterson,  under  the  fim:  name  of 
!Morse  &  Peterson.  This  connection  continued 
only  a  short  time,  being  temiinared  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  Morse  in  1837  to  the  otlice  of  city,  town 
and  school  tax  collector.  This  position  he  filled 
for  some  twentv  years,  having  some  peculiar  qual- 
ifications for  the  work  it  entailed.  !Mr.  Morse  came 
into  prominence  as  a  safe  and  careful  business 
man,  of  strict  integrity,  good  judgment  and  the 
utmost  rLliability,  and  was  called  uf)on  to  execute 
many    important    trusts    both    by    individuals    and 
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corporations.  Many  estatci  were  put  into  his  hands 
.  for  settlement,  and  much  of  the  pubhc  business  of 
the  town  and  city  was  entrusted  to  him  for  ad- 
justment ;  he  also  had  the  agencies  of  many  insur- 
ance companies.  During-  the  long  period  of  fifty 
years  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  public- 
spirited  men  of  the  city.  In  1852  he  was  one  of 
the  three  trustees  entrusted  by  the  town  with  the 
responsibility  of  disposing  of  the  old  alms-house 
farm,  and  he  was  the  controlling  spirit  connected 
■  with  that  institution  for  more  than  forty  years.  Mr. 
Morse  was  alwa\s  active  in  any  movement  looking 
to  the  expansion  of  the  city,  laying  out  new  dis- 
tricts, and  extending  streets  into  new  territorj',  and 
in  company  with  tlie  late  John  W.  Manstield  did 
much  to  improve  unoccupied  territory.  He  did 
much  in  developing  that  part  of  the  city  lying  west 
of  Park  street  from  Oak  street  to  Davenport  ave- 
nue. His  knowledge  of  real  estate  values  was  so 
sound  that  for  many  years  he  was  acting  trustee 
and  member  of  the  loaning  committee  of  the  New 
Haven  Savings  Bank,  of  which  institution  he  was 
vice-president  at  the  time  of  his'  death.  For  years 
he  was  trustee  of  the  town  deposit  fund.  From 
1862  to  1S74  he  was  tire  commissioner,  and  in  early 
life  took  an  active  part  in  the  State  militia,  rising 
from  the  position  of  corporal  to  that  of  colonel  of 
the  Second  Regiment.  He  was  a  rigid  disciplina- 
rian, and  insisted  on  the  letter  of  the  law,  com- 
pelling attendance  on  training  days,  and  bringing 
his  command  to  a  high  pitch  of  excellence.  His 
religious  convictions  were  all  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  he  served 
as  vestryman,  trustee  and  treasurer  of  Trinity 
Church. 

Mr.  Alorse  was  accurate  in  his  judgment,  quick 
in  his  perception,  and  prompt  in  his  acts  of  sym- 
pathy. All  his  life  was  under  the  control  of  a 
resolute  will,  tempered  by  good  cheer  and  kindly 
sym.pathy. 

In  1833  Gardner  Morse  was  married  to  Julia 
A.  Austin,  who  died  in  1841.  On  Dec.  20,  1843, 
Mr.  Morse  wedded  Mary  L.  Brigham,  who  died 
in  1856.  His  children  were :  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb. 
2,  1834;  Algernon  H.,  born  Xov.  22,,  1835;  Will- 
iam \V.,  born  Xov.  24,  1837 ;  Gardner,  born  Alay 
8,  1839;  Jula  A.,  born  March  28,  1841  ;  Elliott  H., 
born  July  31,  1846:  Mary  A.,  born  June  5,  1S48; 
Joseph  B.,  born  Oct.  3,  1850:  and  Charley  T.,  bom 
iri  1852.  For  his  third  wife  Mr.  Morse  married 
Martha  Belcher,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Belcher,  of 
Northfield,  Mass.,  and  a  descendant  of  Gov.  Bel- 
cher. She  died  abput  1863.  Col.  ^lorse  was  prom- 
inently identitied  with  the  Whig  party,  and  in  his 
later  years  became  a  Republican. 

Gardner  Morse,  son  of  Gardner  and  Julia 
Morse,  was  born  May  8,  1839,  and  was  reared  in 
New  Haven,  acquiring  his  education  there,  and  in 
the  "Gunnery,"'  and  later  in  the  Lovell  school.  For 
some  time  he  was  employed  by  a  large  oyster  dealer 
in  Baltimore,  but  in  1868  he  entered  the  New 
Haven  Gas  Light  Company,  as  a  bookkeeper,  and 


ro5e  to  the  pr^sition  of  secretar}-  in  1875 — a  posi- 
tion he  still  retains.  In  1871  he  was  married  in 
Northampton  to  Mary  Hamilton,  who  was  born  in 
that  town  Jan.  4,  1853,  a  daughter  of  Luther  W. 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Loomis,  who  was  a  son 
of  William,  a  grandson  of  James,  and  a  great- 
grandson  of  Duke  Hamilton,  of  Scotland.  Looniis 
Hamilton,  her  grandfather,  was  a  linen  merchant, 
and  sf>ent  his  life  mainly  in  Northampton,  but 
crossing  the  ocean  to  make  a  visit  to  Scotland  he 
was  lost  on  the  voyage;  Ruth  Waldo,  his  wife,  was 
the  daughter  of  Schulen  Waldo,  a  prominent  man 
of  Northampton,  and  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary- 
war,  serving  also  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  dying  in 
his  eighty-fourth  year.  Luther  W.  Plamilton  was 
a  decorator,  and  a  much  respected  man :  Lydia 
Porter  Beals,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Plainfield, 
Mass.,  in  1817  and  came  of  an  exceedingly  re- 
spected family. 

Elliott  H.  Morse  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
New  Haven,  completing  his  education  at  the  New 
Haven  High  School,  which  he  left  to  enter  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Connecticut  Savings  Bank,  wrere  he 
has  since  served  in  the  line  of  clerk,  te'.ler.  sec- 
retary, assistant  treasurer  and  treasurer.  He  be- 
came assistant  treasurer  in  1876,  and  secretary  and 
treasurer  in  1879,  which  position  he  holds  to-day. 
In  1879  'is  married  Grace  A.  Bowns,  daughter  of 
Henry  E.  Bowns,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  and  his 
wife,  Grace  L.  Beach,  daughter  of  the  late  Clark 
Beach,  of  New  Haven.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]Morse:  John  Mansfield, 
Gardner  Warren  and  Dorothea  How.  Mr.  Morse 
is  an  old-line  Democrat,  and  has  been  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Joseph  B.  Morse,  who  was  born  in  1850.  was 
associated  with  his  father  at  a  very  early  age.  be- 
ginning work  under  him  as  a  boy,  and  was  prac- 
tically in  charge  of  the  business  from  187S.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  the  class  of  18/ i.  and  frorn 
the  Yale  Law  School  in  1876,  being  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  New  Haven  the  same  year,  and  there  he  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
In  1890  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father, 
and  succeeded  to  the  business  on  the  death  of  that 
eminent  citizen.  For  some  twenty-five  years  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  examining  titles,  and  has 
done  much  work  as  a  conveyancer.  His  business 
in  insurance  and  real  estate  is  very  extensive.  His 
wife,  Annie  Bassett.  whom  he  married  Sept.  14. 
1875,  died  April  19,  iSSi,  leaving  two  children,  a 
son  Stephen,  who  died  in  18S6.  at  the  age  of 
seven  years,  and  a  daughter.  Julia,  who  graduated 
from  the  high  school  in  1901.  Mr.  Morse  was 
married  in  1898  to  Bessie  E.  Jones,  bom  in  South 
Norwalk  July  12.  1S7S,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  F. 
Jones,  a  railroad  man,  now  living  in  New  York 
City.  They  have  one  cliild.  Joseph  Bulkley.  Jr. 
Mr.  Morse  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  and  be- 
longs to  the  Knigins  of  Honor,  where  he  has 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Naval 
Battalion,  where  he  has  served  six  years,  and  be- 
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longs  to  llie  L'niou  League.  lie  is  associated  with  | 
the  Young  Alen's  Club,  and  has  been  identified  with  j 
the  Episcopal  Society  of  Christ  all  his  life.  | 

COL.  WILLL-VM  BURR  WOOSTER,  promi- 
nent alike  in  civic,  legal  and  military  circles  in 
Derby  and  Aiisonia,  died  at  his  home  Sept.  20, 
1900,  and  his  death  was  the  cause  of  much  genuine 
sorrow  throughout  the  entire  State  of  Connecticut. 
Each  seemed  to  feel  it  a  personal  loss,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  the  last  sad  rites  had  been  paid 
that  was  awakened  the  sense  of  the  irreparable 
loss  to  the  communit}-.  He  had  so  long  given  the 
best  efforts  to  others,  had  been  so  ready  to  give 
wise  counsel  and  assistance  that  his  memory  w^ill 
be  cherished  for  years  to  come.  As  the  Hartford 
Courant  remarked  at  his  demise:  "His  name  has 
stood  for  many  years  on  Connecticut's  roll  of  hon- 
or. He  was  a  patriot  and  a  gentleman.  He  was 
Derby's  first  citizen." 

William  Burr  Wooster  was  born  Aug.  22,  182 1, 
in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Conn.,  son  of  Russel  and 
Avis  (Burr)  Wooster,  farming  people  of  that  town. 
The  early  life  of  the  son  was  passed  after  the  usual 
custom  of  New  England  farmer  lads.  His  educa- 
tion was  pursued  in  the  district  school  and  the 
academy,  and  at  nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  to 
teach  in  the  village  school,  teaching  through  the 
winters,  but  continued  to  devote  his  summers  to 
farm  work.  He  now  seemed  to  himself,  as  he  did 
to  others,  to  be  born  for  a  larger  sphere  of  opera- 
tion, and  after  a  few  years  entered  the  law  school 
at  New  Haven,  and  was  graduated  from  Yale 
University  in  1846,  bearing  a  diploma  signed  by 
President  Day.  Judge  \\  illiam  L.  Storrs  had  been 
his  instructor,  and  took  such  pride  in  his  pupil 
as  to  give  him  counsel  which  determined  the  grad- 
uate's future.  It  had  been  the  dream  of  the  stu- 
dent to  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  great  West, 
whither  So  many  were  tending,  but  Judge  Storrs 
said,  "T  want  to  give  you  unsolicited  advice.  I 
know  you  and  I  know  this  locality.  Don't  you 
leave  Connecticut.  Don't  leave  New  tiaven  coun- 
ty, and  come  here  as  soon  as  you  can."  Bir- 
ming^ham  was  quite  near  New  Haven.  In  Mr. 
Wooster's  horoscope  of  the  future  there  appeared 
what  has  since  come  to  pass  in  fact ;  a  growing 
city  with  suburbs  which  might  become  populous, 
and  he  carried  out  the  advice  of  his  eminent  legal 
instructor  by  establishing  himself  for  the  practice 
of  law  in  Birmingham,  Conn.,  Oct.  i,  1846.  Other 
of  his  legal  instructors  in  Yale  were  Samuel  Hitch- 
cixk  and  Isaac  Towiisend.  Another  item  in  the 
advice  of  Judge  Storrs  was  that  the  young  law-yer 
should  let  politics  alone.  This  he  did  for  some 
twelve  years,  during  which  period  he  gave  close 
attention  to  professional  pursuits.  After  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  Mr.  Wooster  rapidly  rose  to 
the  front  rank  in  his  profession.  In  1858,  ni^d 
again  in  iSOr.  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Leg- 
islature, in  1859  ser\ed  in  the  Senate,  and  in  1867 
as,  paymaster  general. 


The  most  conspicuous  service  of  Mr.  Wooster 
in  the  State  government  was  performed  on  the 
Military  committee,  and  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  Connecticut  bore  her  part  in  the  volunteer 
service  of  the  army,  in  the  Civil  war,  and  took 
care  of  the  soldiers'  families,  is  to  be  credited  large- 
ly to  his  efforts.  He  drew  many  of  the  acts  and 
resolves  which  make  up  Connecticut's  legislative 
war  record,  and  supported  them  in  their  passage 
through  that  busy  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. ■  At  the  same  time,  and  later,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  enlisting  volunteers,  making  patriotic 
war  speeches,  even  to  the  neglect  of  his  own  pro- 
fessional business.  And  when  President  Lincoln 
issued  his  famous  "call"  for  300,000  volunteers, 
Mr.  Wooster  felt  it  to  be  a  call  to  him  personally, 
and  his  sense  of  duty  led  him  to  act.  He  was 
commissioned  Aug.  22,  1862,  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  2oth  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  went  to  the  front.  The 
battle  of  Chancellorsville  followed  the  next  May, 
and  for  distinguished  gallantry  on  the  field  he  was 
made  colonel  by  brevet.  His  command  held  the 
ground  against  bold  and  fierce  assaults,  and  only 
when  the  Federal  line  on  both  sides  of  him  had 
given  way  did  he  order  a  retreat.  His  forces  filed 
out  along  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  to  escape  he 
mounted  two  stray  horses  in  succession,  but  both 
of  them  were  shot  under  him.  He  soon  found 
that  the  enemy  had  closed  behind  him.  He  was 
captured,  his  sword  taken  from  him,  and  he  was 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Libby  Prison  to  undergo 
its  terrible  ordeal.  The  sword  taken  from  him  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and  the  old 
hat  put  in  place  of  his  own,  taken  from  him  a 
few  hours  after  while  he  was  sleeping  on  the 
ground,  under  Rebel  guard,  in  front  of  General 
^laury's  quarters.  The  sword,  which  Col.  Wooster 
prized  for  association  sake,  was  the  gift  to  him 
of  some  of  his  townsmen,  Wallace  &  Sons,  and 
was  properly  inscribed.  He  received  it  as  he  left 
home  to  take  his  command  in  1862.  In_a  battle  at 
Weldon  Railroad,  Va.,  in  August,  1864,  the  Union 
forces,  Lieut.-Col.  Finnicum  of  the  7th  Wis.  \'.  I., 
captured  an  officer  of  a  Alississippi  regiment  carn.-- 
ing  this  sword ;  Lieut.-Col.  Finnicum  returned  it 
to  its  owner. 

No  detail  of  the  eventful  armv  experience  of 
Col.  Wooster  is  here  attempted.  We  only  allude 
to  two  or  three  items  of  it  to  suggest  the  personal 
quality  and  career  of  the  man  so  widely  and  highly 
esteemed  in  Connecticut.  On  his  release  from 
Libby  prison  and  exchange.  Col.  Wooster  hastened 
to  join  his  regiment,  and  led  his  command  at  Get- 
tysburg. His  regiment  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  and  his  own  particular  command  was  at  the 
very  front,  led  in  person,  in  the  terrible  conflict  on 
Gulp's  Hill,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of 
battle,  when  his  command  with  other  forces  made 
the  attack". 

Ill  Maivli.  iS'i4.  CI.  Wooster  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  a  colored  regiment,  the  2qth  Conn. 
V.  I.,  and  made  colonel  of  it,  and  henceforth  his 
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fortunes  in  the  war  were  identical  willi  il;c  for- 
tunes of  that  brave  regiment.  Col.  \\'ooster"s  com- 
mand was  the  first  to  enter  Richmond  upon  its 
evacuation  by  the  Rebel  troops ;  and  he  wa^  de- 
tailed judge  under  martial  law  in  the  city,  a  posi- 
tion for  which  his  past  legal  life  eminently  qual- 
ified him.  Col.  W'ooster  was  an  ideal  soldier,  brave 
and  calm  in  the  peril  of  battle,  watchful  and  con- 
siderate, painstaking  and  self-sacriticing  in  the  wel- 
fare of  those  under  him.  He  could  take  no  rest 
himself  unless  his  soldiers  were  properly  cared 
for — a  quality  that  made  them  confide  in  him  and 
love  him  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  it  inspired  an 
ambition  to  acquit  themselves  in  the  best  manner 
and  to  follow  wherever  he  led.  Though  brave  and 
a  man  of  nerve,  he  was  yet  tenderhearted  and 
kind.  So  full  of  lo\'ing'  tenderness  was  his  heart 
that  after  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  he 
was  a  prisoner,  he  induced  the  Rebel  commander 
to  allow  him  to  go  under  guard  back  over  the 
field  that  he  might  see  who  of  his  men  were  killed, 
and  to  gather  up  messages  and  mementoes  from 
the  wounded  and  dying  to  send  back  home  to  their 
friends  and  families. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Col.  Wooster  returned 
to  Birmingham  and  opened  his  law  office.  The 
tide  of  business  set  toward  him  again,  and  his 
clients  multiplied.  They  gave  the  verdict  of  hav- 
ing found  a  perfect  honest  lawyer,  considerate,  able, 
a  very  safe  counsellor  and  a  successful  advocate. 
It  is  here  worthy  of  passing  note  that  Col.  David 
Torrance  (Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court)  began 
his  law  studies  while  he  was  in  camp,  and  this 
came  about  by  the  presentation  to  him  of  two  vol- 
umes of  Blackstone  by  Col.  Wooster,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  he  completed  his  studies  in  Col. 
Wooster's  office  in  Birmingham,  and  after  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  in  i8C8  was  admitted  as  a 
partner,  the  firm  being  Wooster  &  Torrance.  The 
firm  bore  a  grand  title,  the  senior  member  already 
known  and  eminent  as  a  counsellor;  both  were 
army  men,  and  brought  to  their  office  the  prestige 
of  brave  leadership  in  the  field ;  both  possessed 
those  manly  graces  which  win  favor  from  the  pub- 
lic and  secure  popularity;  and  both  were  known  to 
be  honest  men.  A  large  and  lucrative  practice 
was  the  result.  On  Jan.  i,  1882,  Edwin  Baker 
Gager  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  became 
Wooster,  Torrance  &  Gager,  and  so  remained  un- 
til April  I,  1885,  when  Judge  Torrance,  who  had 
been  appointed  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  re- 
tired, and  was  succeeded  by  William  H.  Williams, 
and  since  the  death  of  Col.  Wooster  the  firm  has 
been  Williams  &  Gager. 

Col.  Wooster  was  naturally  a  man  of  affairs — 
eminently  a  man  of  action  rather  than  of  theory. 
He  was  a  born  leader  of  men  as  well  in  civil  mat- 
ters as  on  the  field  of  battle.  Besides  his  legal 
work  he  was  ]>resident  of  ilv  Der'i)  '';.-  l"'"'  ,  a-'.'. 
of  the  Birmingham  Water  Co.,  and  .ha>'.  beer,  coi;- 
nected  with  several  other  successful  enterprises, 
enjoying  the  highest  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


On  Oct.  II,  1S70,  Col.  W(wjter  v:z=  marricil 
to  Miss  J.  A.  ^Vallace,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wal- 
lace, of  Ansonia,  who  survives  him.  He  was  a 
member  of  Kellogg  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Army 
and  Na.vy  Club  of  Connecticut.  The  Wooster  resi- 
dence, situated  on  Clifton  avenue,  is  a  model  of 
elegance  throughout. 

GEN.  WILLIAM  HUXTIXGTON  RUS- 
SELL, M.  A.  (Yale,  1833),  was  a  descendant  of 
Lion  Gardiner,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  English 
army,  who  arrived  in  New  England  in  1635,  and 
constructed  a  fort  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  which  he 
commanded  during  the  early  Indian  wars  [Apple- 
ton's  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography,  Vol.  II, 
pp.  595-51/3;  Winsor's  History  of  America,  \'ol.  Ill, 
PP-  Zi^!  3491  Btoyle's  English  Colonies  in  .America, 
\  ol.  I,  p.  157;  Sanford's  History  of  Connecticut, 
pp.  17-18-20-22-23-28];  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker, 
who  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1653,  and  was  a  fel- 
low of  Harvard  College ;  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
who  graduated  at  Cambridge,  England,  in  1611, 
and  was  the  founder  of  Hartford  [see  Hollister's 
History  of  Connecticut,  Vol.  I,  pp.  23-31,  456-458, 
5 10-5 IX ;  Sanford's  History  of  Connecticut,  pp.  19- 
20,  57-58;  also  McMillan's  Dictionary  of  National 
Biography]  ;  of  John  Brown,  one  of  the  assistant 
governors  of  Plymouth  C-olony  for  seventeen  years 
from  1636,  and  commissioner  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  twelve  years,  from  1644:  of  Capt.  Thomas  Wil- 
let,  who  came  from  England  in  1629,  and  was  an- 
nually elected  one  of  the  assistant  governors  of  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  1651-11565,  commander  of  the  mili- 
tary forces  and  magistrate  in  Plymouth  Colony, 
first  mayor  of  New  York,  1665-1667,  and  founder 
of  the  town  of  Swansey  [see  Life  of  Thomas  Wil- 
let;  Magazine  of  American  History,  Vol.  X\TI.  pp. 
233-242 ;  McMillan's  Dictionary  of  National  Biog- 
raphy ;  Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biog- 
raphy] ;  of  Rev.  Andrew  Willet  (Cambridge, 
England,  1580),  chaplain  and  tutor  of  Prince 
Henry,  preacher  at  the  court  of  King  James 
and  a  noted  and  very  prolific  author  [Dic- 
tionary of  National  Biography]  :  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Willet',  1511-1598,  rector  of  Barley  and  Canon 
of  Elv;  of  Capts.  John  Gorham,  George  Den- 
nison  and  James  x\very,  who  figured  prominently 
in  the  early  Indian  wairs;  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Wales, 
an  officer  of  the  Continental  army  during  the  war 
for  Independence. 

William  Russell,  the  American  ancestor,  came 
from  England  in  1638.  He  left  only  one  son.  one 
year  old,  and  (his  wife  having  previously  died) 
directed  in  his  will  that  his  "son  be  devoted  to  God 
in  the  wav  of  learning,  being  likely  to  prove  a  use- 
ful instrument  in  the  good  work  of  the  ministry,'' 
and  designated  the  person  to  be  his  guardian. 

This  son.  Rev.  Noahdiah  Russell,  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  I'^Sr.  v,?.s  tutor  in  Harvard  College 
I  Hisiory  of  English  Colonies  in  America,  by  Lodge, 
p.  436],  and  was  one  of  the  ten  founders  of  Yale 
College  and  one  of  the  original  trustees    of    Yale 
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from  170L  to  1713.  1!'-  ■,•.;'.<  ■- I'le  of  the  fraiiit-rs  of 
the  famous  Sa}brook  Platform,  and  was  pastor  of 
the  First  Clnirch  in  Middletown  twenty-five  years, 
until  Ills  death,  and  it  was  written  of  him  that  he 
''was  accounted  a  man  of  weight  and  wisdom 
throughout  the  Colony."  Such  was  his  faithful- 
ness and  ability  that  the  church  immediately  after 
his  deatii  sununoned  his  son  William  to  succeed 
him  as  their  pastor.  Xoahdiah  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Giles  Hamlin,  who  came  from 
England  and  was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  and  prin- 
cipal proprietors  of  Middletown.  The  prominent 
and  honorable  record  of  Giles  Hamlin  and  family 
for  more  than  one  hundred  years  is  found  in  Hol- 
lister's  History  of  Connecticut,  \'oI.  I,  p.  510;  also 
in  the  historical  address  by  Rev.  David  Field,  D. 
D.,  at  the  second  centennial  of  Middletown,  Nov. 
13,  1850. 

William  Russell,  son  of  Xoahdiah,  also  a  clergy- 
man, was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1709,  was  some- 
time tutor  at  Yale  and  a  trustee  of  Yale  College 
from  1745  to  1761.  He  was  offered  the  position 
of  rector  or  president  of  Yale  College,  "and  was  the 
first  of  the  alumni  to  receive  that  honor  from  his 
alma  mater,"  but  could  not  accept  because  "nego- 
tiations with  the  people  of  ^Middletown  for  the  re- 
moval of  their  pastor  were  ineftectual"  [Kingsley's 
Hibtory  of  Yale  College].  Until  his  death,  in  1761, 
for  a  period  of  forty-six  years,  he  was  pastor  of  the 
First  Quirch  in  JNIiddletown,  to  .  which  he  was 
called  immediately  upon  the  death  of  his  father. 
The  pastorates  of  father  and  son  over  that  one 
prominent  church  covered  a  continuous  period  of 
nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century,  ending  in  1761. 
Rev.  William  Russell  married  iNIary,  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  Pierpont  (Harvard,  16S1),  also  one  of 
the  ten  founders  of  Yale  College  and  one  of  the 
original  trustees  of  Yale  from  1701  to  1714,  and 
during  thirty  years  (1648-1714)  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  New  Haven.  Another  daughter,  Sarah 
Pierpont,  married  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards.  D.  D. 
(Yale,  1720),  the  distinguished  theologian  and 
president  of  Princeton  College,  and  ancestor  of 
three  presidents  of  Yale  (Timothy  Dwight,  presi- 
dent 1 795- 181 7,  Theodore  D.  Woolsey,  president 
1846-1871,  Timothy  Dwight,  president  18S6-1899), 
and  whose  granddaughter  married  Eli  Whitney, 
inventor  of  the  cotton-gin.  These  Pierponts  were 
descended  from  Sir  Hugh  de  Pierrepont,  of  Picar- 
dy,  in  France.  A.  D.  080,  whose  grandson,  Sir  Rob- 
ert de  Pierrepont,  went  from  France  to  England  as 
commander  in  the  army  of  William  the  Conqueror 
in  1066,  and  was  ennobled  for  his  distinguished 
conduct  at  the  battle  of  Hastings  (1066),  and  from 
him  descended  the  earls  and  dukes  of  Kingston.. 
[Genealogical  Abstract  of  the  family  of  Pierre- 
pont, Yale  College  Library,  also  Hollister's  Hisr 
tory  of  Connecticut,  \'ol.  I.  pp.  438-459,  510.] 

Rev.  Xoahdiah  Ru—  ',:,  X\.  A.  (Yale.  1750I, 
son  of  \\"illiani  and  .\i;ir\-  .1  Pierpont)  Russell. 
was  pastor  of  one  church  thirty-seven  years.     He 


married  Esther  Talcott,  daughter  cf  Joseph  Talcott, 
treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  thirteen 
years,  1756-1769,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Talcott,  governor  of  Connecticut  seventeen  years 
(  1724-1741),  who  was  the  first  governor  of  Con- 
necticut born  within  its  limits,  and  held  the  office 
longer  than  any  predecessor  except  Gov.  Winthrop. 
She  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Major  (Lieut. 
Col.)  John  Talcott,  a  magistrate  in  the  Colony,  and 
who  was  treasurer  of  the  Colony  twenty-six  years, 
from  1652  to  1678.  He  commanded  the  "stand- 
ing army"  of  Connecticut  and  their  Indian  allies  in 
King  Philip's  Indian  war,  and  was  one  of  the  pat- 
entees named  in  the  charter  which  King  Charles  II 
granted  to  Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  three  to 
whom  it  was  intrusted  for  safe  keeping.  [Hol- 
lister's History  of  Connecticut,  \'o\.  I,  pp.  209-211, 
284-287.  476-483.  Trumbull's  History  of  Connecti- 
cut, Vol.  I,  pp.  46.  55.  179,  184.  104,  205-207,  211, 
213,  214,  226,  230,  292,  293.  Palfrey's  History  of 
Xew  England,  \'ol.  Ill,  p.  197.]  His  father.  John 
Talcott,  came  from  England  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  in  1632,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  magis- 
trates of  the  Colony  until  his  death,  and  one  of  the 
wealthiest  of  the  original  settlers  and  proprietors 
of  Hartford,  and  his  name  is  inscribed  upon  the 
monument  erected  to  perpetuate  the  memon,-  of  the 
founders  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  [Talcott 
Pedigree,  pp.  22-24,  i^-y:,.  39-5 1-  66-80.  Apple- 
ton's  Cyclopedia  of  American  Biographv,  \'oI.  \T, 
P-  23.]  ' 

Matthew  Talcott  Russell,  son  of  X'oahdiah  and 
Esther,  graduated  from  Yale  in  1779,  and  was  tutor 
in  Yale  College  four  years.  He  entered  the  legal 
profession  and  was  State's  attorney,  and  during 
thirty  years  ^yas  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Middletown.  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Enoch  Huntington  (Yale,  1759).  and  a 
niece  of  Samuel  Huntington,  IM.  A.,  LL.  D.  (Yale), 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  presi- 
dent of  the  Continental  Congress.  1779,  1780  and 
17S1,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  and 
during  ten  years  governor  of  Connecticut,  1786-' 
1796.  Mary's  father  and  two  brothers  all  won  the 
Berkeley  premiums  for  scholarship  at  Yale  Col- 
lege. Rev.  Enoch  Huntington  was  a  fellow  of 
the  Yale  Corporation  from  1780  to  1S08.  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Yale  Corporation  from  1788  to  1793- 
He  was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Middletown 
forty-seven  years,  commencing  1762.  and  three  of 
his  brothers  were  prominent  clergymen.  He  was 
described  as  a  man  of  remarkable  scholarship,  and 
it  was  recorded  that  "on  the  death  of  President 
Stiles  of  Yale  College,  in  1795,  Mr.  Huntington 
was  prominent  as  a  candidate  to  succeed  him.  but 
his  failing  voice  obliged  him  to  decline  that  honor." 
[See  interesting  account  of  the  Clergy  in  Connect- 
icut previous  to  1818  in  Sanford's  History  of  Con- 
necticut, p.  124.  Hollister's  History  of  Connecticut, 
p.  427,  Lodge's  History  of  English  Colonies  in 
America,   pp.  423-425.]      Simon   Huntington    (an- 
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cestor)  came  frjiii  Eiiylaii.i,  and  was  one  ui  the 
original  proprietors,  first  settlers  and  deacons  of 
Nonvicli,  Conn.  [See  "Uld  Houses  of  the  Ancient 
Town  of  Xorwich,"  CoUej^e  Librar_\. ) 

iThe  only  son  of  Matthew  i .  Russell  who  mar- 
ried was  Gen.  William  tluntinyton  Russell,  M.  A. 
(Yale,  1833),  who  was  valedictorian  of  the  class 
of  1833,  sometime  tutor,  and  founder  of  the  Skull 
and  iiones  Society  at  Yale,  and  that  Society  per- 
petuated   his    name   by    being    incorporated    as    the 

'■■Russell  Trust  Association."  He  married  Mary 
Elizabeth  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hubbard, 
professor  at  Yale  from  1829  until  his  death,  in  1838, 
whose  other  daughter,  Frances  Harriet  Hubbard, 
married  Rev.  Simeon  Xoith,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  (Yale), 
1825),  professor  of  Greek  and  Latin,  1829-1839, 
and  president  of  Hamilton  College,   1839-1857. 

Gen.  Russell  was  born  Aug.  12,  1809,  in  Mid- 
dletown.  Conn.,  where  three  of  his  ancestors  had 
been  pastors  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  a 
continuous  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
years,  and  his  father  deacon  for  thirty  years. 
From  infancy  he  was  surrounded  by  the  most  re- 
fined and  thoroughly  religious  influences.  Before 
entering  Yale  he  was  for  several  years  a  cadet  in 
the  fam,ous  military  academy  founded  and  conduct- 
ed by  Capt.  Alden  Partridge  (U.  S.  A.),  a  grad- 
uate of  West  Point,  and  for  twelve  years  previous- 
ly professor  and  military  superintendent  at  the  Na- 
tional Academy  at  West  Point.  This  academy  was 
similar  to  West  Point,  having  as  an  object  the  prep- 
aration of  young  men  '■to  command  in  time  of 
need  the  hastily  raised  troops  of  a  great  and  grow- 
ing nation,"  and  Gen.  Shemian  has  stated  that  it  at 
one  time  almost  rivalled  the  National  Academy  at 
West  Point.  It  was  this  strict  military  discipline 
for  several  years  that  gave  Gen.  Russell  such  a 
knowledge  of  military  affairs  and  influenced  his 
life  work,  which  was  directly  and  indirectly  so  im- 
portant in  the  service  of  his  country.  From  an 
early  age  he  undertook  all  the  duties  and  respon- 

^sibilities  of  life  very  seriously  and  thoroughly. 

The  death  of  his  father  (age  sixty-eight,  from 
acute  erysipelas)  and  changes  in  the  fortune  of  the 

^  family  threw  the  care  of  his  mother  (who  had  vigor- 
ous health  to  the  age  of  eighty-seven)  and  her  fam- 
ily largely  upon  him,  and  he  subsequently  entered 
Yale  under  circumstances  of  much  financial  ad- 
versity, and  hindered  by  trouble  with  his  eyes.  He 
was  self-supporting  in  college,  and  in  all  his  fre- 
quent journevs  between  New  Haven  and  his  home 
in  Middletown  (twenty-six  miles)  was  obliged  to 
.go  on  foot,  owing  to  financial  necessity.  Such  was 
his  ability  and  industry  that,  in  spite  of  these  im- 
pediments, he  graduated  as  valedictorian  in  1833, 
at  the  head  of  a  class  which  in  the  Sophomore  year 
had  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  students,  among 
whom  were  many  who  attained  much  distinction 
later  in  lite.  An  old  graduato  "t  Va'e,  referring 
to  William  H.  Russell,  wrutc,  '^I  thought  him  to 
be    the    best  speaker    and    scholar    I    had    seen." 


He  was  a  devout  Christian  from  boyhood  tiirough- 
out  life,  and  letters  written  by  him  before  and  after 
graduation  from  college  emphasize  his  jjurpose  not 
to  seek  wealth  nor  honor,  but  to  devote  his  life  to 
doing  good  to  others,  and  he  hoped  to  enter  the 
ministry.  Urgent  financial  necessity,  and  the  need 
of  assuming  responsibilities  left  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  forced  bin  to  give  up  his  earnest  desire  to 
study  theology,  and  he  then  began  teaching,  to  ob- 
tain immediate  income. 

In  September,  1836,  he  opened  a  new  private 
school  for  boys,  preparatory  for  college.  With  no 
assistance  from  anyone,  ancl  owing  onl\-  to  his  per- 
sonality and  scholarship,  his  school  rapidly  became 
large  and  famous,  and  when  it  closed  at  his  death. 
May  19,  1S85,  there  had  been  four  thousand  \oung 
men  from  all  parts  of  this  and  some  foreign  coun- 
tries under  his  care  as  pupils.  During  about  half 
a  century  there  were  at  Yale  young  men  who  pre- 
pared for  college  under  his  care.  He  was  ever 
ready  to  assist  young  m/en  who  without  means 
sought  an  education.  About  1840  he  introduced 
very  thorough  military  drill  and  discipline  into  his 
school,  to  fit  every  pupil  to  serve  his  country  in  war 
as  well  as  to  furnish  him  a  sound  education  for 
times  of  peace.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
boys  from  his  school  were  employed  to  drill  the  vol- 
unteer troops  for  army  service,  and  more  than 
three  hundred  men  who  had  been  his  pupils  became 
officers  in  the  army.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war  Gov.  Buckingham  of  Connecticut  relied  upon 
William  H.  Russell  as  the  man  best  qualified  by 
his  knowledge  of  military  aft'airs  to  organize  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  first  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  governor,  and  later  of  the  Legis- 
j  lature,  he  held  the  office  of  major  general  of  the 
I  militia  of  the  State  until  1870.  The  present  system 
;  is  largely  the  result  of  his  long  and  earnest  ett'or:s. 
{  His  work  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  for  the 
!  military  preparation  of  the  volunteer  troops  was 
I  included  in  it. 

I         It  was  written  of  Gen.  Russell  that  ■"he  was  a 
I   striking   example    of    the    New    England    life    and 
I  character ;"  that  ■"his  personality  was  a  remarkable 
!  one,  and  fitted  him  to  train  youth  for  an  upright, 
'  independent  and  conscientious  manhood:"  that  "'lie 
[  ranked  with  Dr.  Thomas  Arnold,  master  of  Rugl>y 
School ;"  that  ■■by  his  transparent  integrity  and  na- 
tive vigor  of  intellect  he  impressed  himself  on  all 
his  pupils  and  on  every  order  of  tnind  with  which 
:  he  came  in  contact:"  that  ■"Hon.  William  H.  Rus- 
I  sell  was  a  \\'hig  representative  in  1846-1847.  upon 
i  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  1854  he 
I  became  active  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  niove.iient 
I  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
'  can  pariv."     He  took  the  strongest  and  most  active 
!  and  conscientious  interest  in  all  the  religious,  jwlit- 
!  ical  and  social  questions  of  the  day.  and  considered 
tile  duties  of  a  citizen  most  s.icred  and  binding,  and 
he  fearlessly  exerted  his  utmost  influence  in  belialf 
'  of  whitever  was  right,  rather  than  that  which  was 
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expedient.  1  Fo  was  as  liberal-  as  ])ossil3le  in  sup- 
porting many  worthy  objects.  He  was  a  strong 
Abolitionist  and  a  personal  friend  of  John  l>rown, 
the  anti-slaviry  martyr,  and  in  a  will  which  lirown 
made  William  II.  Russell  was  named  one  of  the 
trustees. 

Gen.  Russell's  greatest  service  was  the  impres- 
sion which  he  made  by  his  character  and  scholarship 
and  influence  upein  the  four  thousand  young  men 
who,  during  nearly  half  a  century,  caiue  from  all 

■  parts  of  the  country  to  be  his  pupils.  Gen.  Russell 
was  the  Connecticut  representative  on  the  National 
Kansas  (anti-slavery)  conmiittee  before  the  war, 
and  John  Brown  was  many  times  a  guest  at  his 
house. 

Throughout  life  ever  read}-  to  assist  and  protect 
the  weak  and  unfortunate,  the  last  act  of  his  life 
■{and  cause  of  death)  was  characteristic  of  him.  In 
May,  1885,  he  saw  from  his  window  many  street 
"boys  throwing  stones  at  the  birds  in  the  park  in 
front  of  his  house.  He  ran  out  to  protect  the  birds 
from  being  injured  by  the  l)oys,  but  the  boys  were 
numerous  and  active,  the  park  \vas  large,  and  he 
was  too  old  for  such  prolonged  active  effort.     Re- 

■  turning  to  his  room,  he  iiun-iediatelv  fell  to  the  floor 
imconscipus  from  a  fatal  rupture  of  a  blood  vessel 

(apoplexy),  and  died,  May  19,  1885,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  He  had  never  had  a  day  of  illness  pre- 
vious to  his  death.  Careful  investigation  of  old  rec- 
ords proves  that  his  ancestry  w-as  especially  con- 
ducive to  vigorous  physical  and  mental  health  and 
longevity  and  freedom  from  any  tendency  to  dis- 
ease. His  wife  ched  Dec.  11,  1890.  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  having  had  good  health  until  her  last 
illness. 

Immediately  after  the  General's  death  the  vet- 
eran soldiers  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

"Resolved,  That  on  Saturday  next,  May  30th. 
and  on  all  future  Decoration  Days  in  w-hich  we  may 
participate,  we  will  decorate  the  grave  of  Major 
General  William  Huntington  Russell  in  the  same 
spirit  of  affectionate'  respect  with  which  we  lay  our 
garlands  upon  the  graves  of  our  comrades."  ' 

All  of  his  male  ancestors  had  been  college  grad- 
uates since  a  date  previous  to  the  founding  of  Yale 
■College,  and  all  of  his  five  sons  graduated  at  Yale 
except  one  who  died  of  acute  dysentery  in  the 
Sophomore  year. 

■  Thomas  Huiibard  Rusself.,  Ph.  B.,  M.  D. 
(Yale,  18-2).  son  of  Gen.  William  H.  Russell, 
pursued  his  studies  first  under  his  father  and  sub- 
sequently at  Clinton,  X.  Y.,  under  the  direction  of 
his  uncle.  Rev.  Simeon  Xorth  (Yale,  1825).  ex- 
president  of  Hamilton  College :  was  graduated 
from  the  Scientific  Department  of  Yale  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  in  1872:  and 
from  Yale  Medical  Department,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  three  years  later.  In  1872  he 
accompanied  Prof.  C).  C.  .\[ar>h  u\jon  the  latter's 
palseontological  expedition  to  the  Rocky  mountains, 
and   was    assistant    to    Prof.    Francis    Bacon    some 


years;  resident  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  Xew 
Flaven  Hospital,  1875-1876;  and  physician  to  the 
Xew  Haven  Dispensary  some  years ;  and  has  been 
attending  surgeon  lu  the  Xev.'  Haven  Hospi'tal  con- 
tinuously from  January,  187S,  until  the  present 
time.  Joining  the  force  of  instructors  at  the  Yale 
Medical  Department  in  1877,  he  was  three  years 
later  appointed  Clinical  Lecturer  on  Surgery,  and 
subsequently  on  other  branches  of  surgery ;  was 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics 
from  1883  to  1891,  and  in  1891  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Clinical  Surgery,  and  has  occupied  that 
position  ever  since..    In  1886  he  visited  Europe. 

On  Dec.  21,  1882,  Dr.  Russell  married  Mary 
K.,  daughter  of  Lyman  E.  Munson  (Yale),  United 
States  Judge  of  Montana  by  appointment  from 
President  Lincoln.  They  have  five  children,  Mary 
Talcott,  Thomas  Hubbard,  Jr.,  William  Hunting- 
ton, Eleanor  and  Edward  Stanton  Russel].  His 
brothers  are  Talcott  Huntington,  B.  A.,  Yale,  1869, 
LL.  B.,  Columbia,  187 1 ;  Philip  Grav,  B.  A.,  Yale, 
1876,  LL.  B.,  Yale,  1878,  late  of  Washington,  D. 
C,  died  without  issue  July  21,  1900.  age  fortv-six, 
from  acute  inflammation  of  the  kidney,  following 
appendicitis ;  and  Edward  Hubbard,  Ph.  B.,  Yale, 
1878,  inventor  of  the  Russell  Processes  for  Silver 
Ores,  who  lives  abroad. 

LEWTS  FITCH  (deceased),  once  known  to  all 
X'ew-  Haven  as  the  leading  clothing  merchant  of  the 
city,  entered  into  rest  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  name  in  the  business  world  was  a 
tower  of  strength,  his  honor  was  uncorrupted  and 
his  fame  untarnished.  Of  kindly  disposition  and 
geqial  manners,  he  was  courteous  to  all,  and  won 
friends  wherever  he  went. 

Mr.  Fitch  was  born  in  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  a  son 
of  Hanford  Fitch.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  upon  reaching  man's  estate 
he  caiiie  to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  soon  engaged  in 
the  clothing  business.  After  a  time  he  removed  to 
Macon,  Ga.,  but  upon  his  return  to  Xew  Haven,  re- 
sumed the  clothing  business,  and  so  continued  until 
advancing  \-ears  compelled  him  to  retire.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  affairs,  and  accunuilated  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate.  He  builded  the  block 
at  the  corner  of  Orange  and  Grove  streets,  and  at 
Xos.  335,  337  and  339  Orange  street.  He  also 
erected  the  block  on  the  corner  of  Grove  and  Trow- 
bridge street,  which  contains  two  stores  with  three 
floors,  above  fitted  for  dwelling  purposes.  He  owed 
his  success  entirely  to  his  own  unaidexl  eff'orts.  his 
energ'v  and  his  business  judgment  being- the  potent 
factors  in  his  accumulation  of  this  world's  goods. 
In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Republican,  but  cared 
nothing  for  the  honors  of  public  office.  He  was  a 
communicant  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  For  thirty  years 
he  served  it  a.^  an  officer. 

Mr.  Fitch  was  united  in  marriage  with  Louisa 
Hill,  who  bore  him  nine  children,  of  whom  but  two 
are  vet  living:     Rev.  William  F..  of  Brooklyn;  and 
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Miss  Georgia  A.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-two.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Fitch  married 
Emily  Smith,  of  West  Haven,  who  passed  away  in 
March,  '1901,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
Miss  Georgia  A.  Fitch  makes  her  home  in  Xew 
Haven,  surrounded  by  friends,  and  she  has  greatly 
endeared  herself  to  all  who  know  her  by  her  gener- 
ous disposition  that  sees  only  the  good,  and  that 
aims  to  help  the  weak  and  to  cheer  the  disheartened. 

GEN.  EDWIN  SENECA  GREELEY,  for 
many  years  a  leader  in  the  industrial  development 
of  New  Haven,  where  he  has  achieved  great  suc- 
cess, becoming  the  vice-president  of  the  Yale  Na- 
tional Bank,  stands  in  tlie  front  rank  of  New  Ha- 
ven's citizen  soldiers.  Born  May  20,  1832,  in 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  Gen.  Greeley  is  a  son  of  Seneca  and 
Priscilla  (Fields)  Greeley,  grandson  of  Col.  Joseph 
Greeley,  a  patriot  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and 
grandson  of  Isaac  Fields,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Merrimack,  N.  H.  Col.  Joseph  Greeley  was  own 
cousin  to  Zaccheus  Greeley,  father  of  Horace 
Greeley,  the  founder  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 

The  Greeleys  originally  came  from  Argyllshire, 
Scotland,  and  settled  in  the  North  of  Ireland  some 
two  hundred  years  prior  to  their  coming  to  America. 
They  were  people  of  high  character  and  profound 
religious  convictions,  and  from  them  came  some  of 
our  subject's  ancestors,  in  whom  were  reproduced 
their  sturdy  traits,  hardy  physique  and  religious 
character.     Some  of  them  reached  advanced  age. 

(I)  The  first  of  the  Greeley  family  in  America 
of  whom  there  is  authentic  record  is  Andrew  Gree- 
ly,  who  was  born  in  1620  and  who  died  at  Salis- 
bury, iSIass.;  Nov.  16,  1693.  He  was  married  about 
1643  to  Mary  Goldmyre,  who  tiied  Dec.  24,  1703. 
Their  children  were  as  follows :     Philip,  born  Sept. 

21,  1644,  married  Hannah  Osley ;  Andrew,  Jr.,  born 
Dec.  10,  1646,  married  June  12,  1673,  Sarah  Browne 
(born  Dec.  6,  1654),  and  died  June  30,  1697:  ]Mary, 
bom  July  16,  1649,.  married  ^larch  26,  1668.  Eph- 
raim  Wensley,  of  Salisbury :  Joseph,  born  Feb.  5, 
1652,  married  ^vlartha  \\'ilford,  who  was  born  Jan. 
8,  1669-70;  Benjamin  was  born  Dec.  9,  1654;  and 
Westford  (or  Wilford)  was  born  Jan.  29,  1659. 

(II)  Joseph  Greely,  a  son  of  Andrew,  born,  as 
stated  al>ove.  Feb.  3,  1652,  was  married  Feb.  7, 
1694-95,  to  Martha  \\'ilford,  who  was  born  Jan.  8, 
1669-70,  second  daughter  of  -Gilbert  Wilford.  and 
died  Feb.  21,  1757.  They  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  nan-.ed  children  :  Samuel-,  mentioned 
below,  was  born  Dec.  22,  1695  ;  Joseph,  born  Feb. 
17,  1697-9S,  was  married  probably  June  14.  1738, 
at  Roxburv,  ^lass.,  to  Sarah  Browne,  of  Lvme, 
Mass.;  Benjamin  married  Ruth  Whittier;  Moses 
died  young,  about  1702;  ^\'illiam.  bom  .\pril  11, 
1704,  married  probably  Dec.  6,  1733.  Judith  Per- 
kins: Mo~e«  (2!  was  born  March  31.  171T;  and 
Mary  was  born  Niiv.   17,  1 714. 

(III)  Samuel  Greely,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Dec. 

22,  1695,  died  May  25,  1771.     He  married  Rachel 


Greely,  who  died  Sei>t.  17,  1758.  They  became  th.e 
parents  of  nine  children,  viz.:  Samuel,  Jr.,  bora 
May  10,  1721  ;  \\'illiam,  Oct.  8,  1722:  .\Iehital>le, 
Oct.  I,  1724;  Martha,  Sept.  26,  1726;  Rachel,  Oct. 
15,  1729;  Jonathan,  Feb.  26,  1732;  Mary,  March  i, 
1734;  Hannah,  Nov.  22,  1736;  and  Nathaniel, 
March  14,  1739. 

(lY)  Samuel  Greeley,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel,  Sr., 
born  May  10,  1721.  died  May  8,  1800.  He  married 
Abigail  Blodgett,  who  died  March  27,  1818.  The 
children  of  Samuel  (Jr.)  and  Abigail  (Blodgett) 
Greeley  were:  Nathaniel,  born  C)ct.  28,  1744;  Han- 
nah, Aug.  27,  1747;  Abigail,  Sept.  10,  1750;  Sam- 
uel, Sept.  29,  1752;  Joseph,  Sept.  9,  1756;  Mary, 
Oct.  15,  1760. 

(Y)  Joseph  Greeley,  son  of  Samuel,  Jr..  born 
Sept.  9,  1756.  dieil  IMay  13,  1840.  On  March  7, 
1780,  he  married  Sarah  Greely,  daughter  of  Ezek-  ' 
iel  Greely,  born  in  April,  1751,  died  Sept.  9,  1834. 
Children  were  born  to  this  union  as  follows:  (i) 
Sally,  born  at  Hudson,  N.  H.,  July  30,  1782,  mar- 
ried Daniel  Hayden.  (2)  Joseph,  born  May  3,  1784, 
married  Hannah  Thornton  and  became  the  father 
of  nine  children — Hilary,  who  died  when  about 
twent}--seven  years  of  age ;  Joseph,  who  married 
Hannah  Morrison ;  Sarah,  who  died  when  about 
twenty  years  old ;  Charles  A.,  who  married  Helen 
Reed;  Edward  P.,  who  married  ]\Iary  Roby;  Cath- 
erine and  Walter,  both  of  whom  died  young ;  James 
B.,  }il.  D.,  born  about  1830,  now  living  in  Nashua ; 
and  Ellen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  (3) 
Ezekiel,  born  June  20,  1786,  married  Sarah  Pollard 
and  had  four  children — Augustus  C,  who  married 
Charlotte  Fuller:  William  F.,  who  married  Fran- 
ces G.  Peters ;  Dr.  George  P.,  who  married  Mary 
Dewey :  and  Henry  C,  who  married  ]^Iary  E.  Page. 
(4)  Alfred,  born  April  17,  1788,  married  Mary 
Webster  and  had  two  children — Man.-  W.,  who 
married  W.  W.  Bailey:  and  Webster.  (3)  Fanny, 
bom  Feb.  14,  1790,  died  May  29,  1793.  (6)  Seneca 
IS  mentioned  below.  (7)  Samuel  bom  June  4,  171)9, 
married  Mary  Buxton,  and  died  April  13,  1S79. 
They  had  children — Mary  Ann,  born  Feb.  12, 
1836,  married  Horace  Woods  Jan.  8,  1853.  and 
died  July  14.  1882:  Sarah  Frances,  born  Sept.  21, 
1838,  married  William  Chase :  Samuel  Augustus^ 
born  Jan.  31,  1840,  married  Susan  Richardson  an- 1 
had  three  sons  and  two  daughters :  Edward  Dana, 
born  Sept.  16.  1841,  married  Selina  Richmond  and 
had  four  children  :  James  Clinton,  bom  March  18. 
1843,  married  Ella  Sampson  and  died  ^larch  7, 
1892;  Helen  Augusta,  born  Aug.  8.  1845,  married 
David  Brush  and  has  two  children ;  Louisa  Martin, 
born  March  27,  1847.  married  M.  J.  Atherton  and 
has  two  children  :  Charles  Albert,  bom  May  7,  1849, 
died  Oct.  6,  1S70 :  Grenville  Hayden,  born  Feb. 
14,  1851,  died  young:  and  Onslow  Smith,  born 
Aug.  27,  1852,  married  Gertrude  Parker  and  has 
two  children. 

(YI"1  Seneca  Greeley,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
May  29.  1794,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1886,  at  the  age 
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of  ninety-two  years  and  six  months.  He  married 
I'riscilla  Fields,  wlio  was  born  Jan.  25,  1793,  and 
passed  away  Oct.  7,  18S5.  Five  of  their  ten  chil- 
dren outlived  their  parents,  as  follows :  Elizabeth 
P.,  bora  Aug,  29,  1819,  died  Oct.  8,  1884;  she  mar- 
ried William  Davis,  and  later  Charles  Fiske,  and 
had  two  children.  Alfred  Henry,  born  May  15, 
1821,  married  Charlotte  Whitteker  and  (second) 
Laura  Woods  and  has  one  adopted  son.  Sarah 
■Pollard,  bom  Jan.  12,  1824,  died  Aug.  3,  1851 ;  she 
married  Dr.  O.  M.  Carleton  and  had  three  sons. 
Samuel  F.,  born  Xov.  16,  1825,  died  Aug.  5,  1897. 
Emily  H.,  born  Jan.  7,  1828,  died  young.  Adeline 
Amanda,  born  April  20,  1S30,  died  young.  Edwin 
Seneca  is  mentioned  in  full  farther  on.  Franklin 
Maston,  born  Jan.  7,  1835.  married  Inez  Byington 
and  has  two  children.  Emily  Frances,  born  Feb.  7, 
1837,  married  Hiram  Preston  and  has  two  children. 
Eldridge  Osgood,  born  April  26,  1841,  died  in  1851. 
The  mother  of  these  was  a  woman  of  fine  character, 
strong  in  her  convictions  and  tender  in  her  sympa- 
thies. She  was  a  member  of-  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  by  her  many  womanly  graces  won  the 
■  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

(VH)  Edwin  Seneca  Greeley  was  thrown  on 
his  own  resources  in  early  boyhood  by  financial  mis- 
fortunes that  came  to  his  parents  and  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old  he  began  to  work  for  his  living. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  was  employed  in  a 
cotton  mill,  where  he  remained  several  years.  Being 
of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind  he  became  a  machinist 
and  through  the  aid  of  his  father  secured  a  position 
in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  but  the  place  was  unsatisfac- 
tory, as  it  did  not  afford  the  opportunity  he  desired 
of  learning  the  uses  of  steam  as  applied  to  machin- 
ery. To  learn  this  he  went  to  Schenectady,  X.  Y., 
where  he  completed  his  trade  of  machinist.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  his  work  young  Greeley  was 
ambitious  to  build  a  locomotive  and  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  Schenectady  Locomotive  Works.  After 
becoming  a  journeyman  he  was  employed  at  the 
Rogers  Locomotive  W'orks,  Paterson,  N.  J.  In 
1855,  from  the  employ  of  this  world-famous  es- 
tablishment, he  came  to  New  Haven,  which  .has 
been  his  home  ever  since.  He  came  to  New  Haven 
on  a  visit  and  on  sight  of  the  New  Haven  Green  and 
its  surroundings  was  so  pleased  with  the  city  that 
he  at  once  determined  to  make  it  his  home.  He 
secured  employment  with  the  railroad  company  and 
immediately  located  here,  where  his  early  ambition 
was  gratified,  for  before  the  war  he  assisted  in  the 
construction  of  a  locomotive,  the  first  constructed 
in  New  Haven. 

Gen.  Greeley  was  in  New  Haven  in  the  exciting 
years  preceding  the  Civil  war  and  all  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  Union.  When  the  clash  of  arms 
came  he  was  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call 
for  troops,  carrying  out  to  its  logical  results  his 
long  and  earnest  championing  of  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty and  progress.  In  company  with  E.  D.  S. 
Goodyear,  of  North  Haven,  he  raised  a  full  com- 


pany of  men,  with  Mr.  Goodyear  as  captain  and 
himself  as  first  lieutenant  and  they  were  assigned 
to  the  nth  Conn.  V.  I.,  but  were  soon  transferred 
to  the  loth  Regiment.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  service  Oct.  2,  186 r,  and  was  almost  im- 
mediately sent  South  to  join  in  what  is  known  in 
history  as  Burnside's  expedition.  In  February, 
1862,  it  participated  in  its  first  battle,  at  Roanoke 
Island,  where  it  charged  the  Rebel  works  and  cap- 
tured most  of  the  garrison.  After  this  battle  Capt. 
Goodyear  was  taken  sick  and  Lieut.  Greeley  com- 
manded the  company  at  the  battle  of  Newbern,  N. 
C.  Shortly  after  this  battle  he  became  a  captain 
in  the  place  of  Capt.  Pardee,  who  had  achieved  pro- 
m.otion.  In  December,  1862,  Capt.  Greeley  marched 
with  his  company  on  to  the  famous  Goldsboro  expe- 
dition, participating  in  the  battle  of  Kinston.  where 
the  regiment  lost  106  officers  and  men  in  less  than 
thirty  minutes.  The  loth  fought  also  at  AN'hitehall 
and  Goldsboro.  On  Jan.  i,  1863,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  the  South,  stationed 
at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  Capt.  Greeley  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major  and  commanded  the  regiment 
in  the  siege  of  Charleston,  before  which  city  the 
fighting  was  of  the  most  severe  and  dangerous  sort, 
and  the  loth  had  a  hand  in  nearly  all  the  desperate 
conflicts  that  marked  the  progress  of  the  investment, 
particularly  Seabrook  Island,  James  Island  and  the 
assaults  on  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg,  on  Morris 
Island.  During  the  course  of  the  siege  of  Charles- 
ton Gen.  Gilmore  made  a  desperate  plan  for  the 
capture  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  waters  of  the  harbor 
surrounded  the  fort  and  it  was  proposed  to  sent 
soldiers  in  boats  who  should  assault  it  on  all  sides  at 
once,  and,  scaling  all  its  walls,  capture  its  garrison  by 
storm.  To  this  rash  and  desperate  enterprise  the  loth 
Connecticut  contributed  285  men,  under  command 
of  Major  Greeley,  and  about  the  same  number  came 
from  the  24th  ]\Iassachusetts.  commanded  by  Col. 
Osborne.  This  expedition,  sheltered  by  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  fort 
and  were  forming  for  the  assault  when  bright  cal- 
cium lights  flashed  and  shot  and  shell  burst  from 
Fort  Sumter.  At  this  point  there  had  been  con- 
siderable jealousy  between  the  army  and  the  navy. 
The  latter  had  tried  unsuccessfully  to  silence  the 
fort,  and  Gen.  Gilmore,  feeling  that  they  must  antic- 
ipate the  attack  by  his  land  forces,  had  arranged 
to  signal  a  retreat  by  a  blue  rocket,  which  was  to 
order  the  return  by  the  same  route  over  which  they 
had  come.  As  the  navy  did  attack  first  Gen.  Gil- 
more gave  the  signal  and  nothing  then  remained 
but  to  withdraw  the  troops  which,  strange  to  say, 
was  accomplished  with  little  damage.  This  enter- 
prise, having  already  been  tried  by  the  officers  of 
the  fleet,  found  the  Rebels  prepared  for  such  an  at- 
tempt. During  the  campaign  the  loth  Connecticut 
had  lost  heavily ;  entering  the  service  with  over 
1.000  men,  it  had  been  rcducetl  10  175  cficciive  sol- 
diers and  was  ordered  to  St.  Augustine.  Fla.,  to  re- 
cruit.    Major  Greeley  was  very  ill  with  a  chronic 
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disease  aiul  his  wan  coun'ionancc  and  jialliil  features 
moved  even  tlie  sympathies  of  the  Rehel  laihes  of 
that  hothetl  of  sceessinn.  and  one  of  them,  a  relative 
o(  a  |ironiinent  Jvebel  £;eneral.  --ent  liim  a  remedy 
that  eventiiaUy   restored   him   to   heahh. 

In  the  sprintj  of  1S64  Major  Greeley  w^.s  or- 
dered North  with  his  veterans,  whose  term  of  serv- 
ice had  expired.  AIkiUl  300  men  re-cidistcd,  and 
after  a  short  furlouj;h  they  joined  the  regiment 
which,  coming  from  the  South,  was  attached  to  Gen. 
]  Sutler's  Army  of  the  James  and  was  assigned  to 
the  loth  Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Gilmore.  During 
the  encampment  at  I'ermuda  Hundred  it  was  Alajor 
Greeley's  duty  to  establish  the  picket  line  and  he 
had  just  stationed  the  reserves  when  he  heard  the 
noise  of  galloping  horses.  With  difficulty  he 
stopped  Gen.  Butler  and  his  staff,  who  were  fast 
gidloping  into  captivity  with  a  vague  notion  of  go- 
ing to  the  front.  Here  the  gallant  loth  was  engaged 
in  continuous  and  arduous  service  during  INIay, 
1864,  particularly  against  the  railroad  and  Rich- 
mond, from  the  South.  After  four  days  of  continu- 
ous fighting  the  loth  acted  as  rear  guard  from  the 
battletield  of  Duryea's  Bluff  and  received  the  warm- 
est encomiums  from  the  commanding  general  for 
its  behavior  under  all  circumstances  and  in  all  situa- 
tions. IMajor  Greeley  won  warm  praise  for  his  gal- 
lant behavior  on  the  night  of  June  15,  1S64.  He 
had  charge  of  the  picket  line  on  the  right  when  it 
appeared  that  large  masses  of  troops  were  in  motion 
in  front  of  him.  At  first  an  attack  was  feared  but 
he  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  was  withdrawing. 
All  night  he  pleaded  for  liberty  to  attack  but  his 
commanding  officer  could  not  believe  his  report  was 
correct.  At  daybreak  he  was  given  permission  to 
advance  if  he  would  assume  responsibility  for  the 
entire  movement.  At  once  he  put  his  skirmish  line 
in  motion  and  quickly  captured  the  entire  main  line 
of  the  enemy's  earthworks,  with  three  officers  and 
twenty-six  privates  and  a  battery  of  fifteen  guns. 
Here  was  gained  an  important  position  and  the  rep- 
iiiation   of   Major  Greeley   greatly   increased. 

The  loth  was  sent  to  assist  in  the  operations  be- 
fore Petersburg,  where  its  picket  lines  held  the  ad- 
vanced trenches  at  the  left  of  the  entrance  to  the 
famous  mine  under  Cemetery  Hill.  For  a  month 
or  more  it  was  constantly'  under  fire  and  a  ritle  ball 
struck  the  cot  on  which  Major  Greeley  was  sleeping, 
while  a  fragment  of  an  exploding  shell  was  left  in 
his  tent-pole.  On  Aug.  29,  1864,  he  was  com- 
missioned lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment.  Tlie 
month  of  September  was  occupied  with  frequent  as- 
saults and  in  October  the  regiment  participated 
in  a  most  desperate  assault  on  an  almost  impregna- 
ble position  where,  in  a  few  minutes,  it  lost  nearly 
one-half  its  effective  force.  On  Oct.  i8th  Lieut. - 
Col.  Greeley  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
regitnent,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  two  line 
officers  and  250  men.  Tn  November  the  regiment 
was  sent  to  New  York  to  guard  against  an  antici- 
pjited  riot,  and  on  his  return  to  the  front  Col.  Gree- 


ley reorganized  his  regiment,  receiving  an  assign- 
iiKnt  iif  500  men.  some  few  of  whom  were  volun- 
teers, but  the  greattT  part  substitutes  and  liuinity- 
jumpers,  who  jilanned  to  desert  at  the  first  oi)iJor- 
tunity.  (  )ut  of  this  un])roniising  material  Col. 
Greeley  made  good  soldiers.  From  the  veterans  of 
the  regiment  he  ajipointed  tuenty-four  commis- 
sioned officers  and  one  hundred  non-commissioned 
officers.  Officers'  schools  were  established  and  their 
work  was  done  under  his  ])ersonal  supervision.  A 
severe  discipline  was  maintained,  stringent  meas- 
ures taken  to  guard  against  desertion  and  before 
the  winter  was  over  the  10th  rivaled  its  pristine 
bearing  and  the  best  form  of  its  earlier  days. 

In  March,  1865,  anticipating  some  quiet  week? 
before  the  ojjening  of  the  spring  canijiaign  and  wear- 
ried  by  his  incessant  activities.  Co'.  Oeeley  obtained 
a  short  furlough  and  while  he  was  North  was  cha- 
grined to  learn  that  the  forward  movement  had  be- 
gun and  that  Fort  Gregg,  the  key  to  the  Rebel  front, 
was  taken  by  a  desperate  charge  of  his  regiment,  the 
famous  loth.  Hastening  back  to  rejoin  his  com- 
mand, which  thus  showed  the  effect  of  the  |)atient 
\vork  he  had  given  it  for  months,  he  found  the 
transportation  service  in  utter  confusion.  At  Wash- 
ington he  was  given  command  of  a  large  number  of 
men  to  be  led  to  the  front.  Before  he  could  join 
in  the  fray,  being  but  one  day's  march  awav,  he  was 
delighted  with  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Lee.  Coming  back  to  Richmond  with  his  own  reg- 
iment he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade 
and  was  breveted  brigadier  general  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct,  his  commission  bearing  date 
March  3,  1865.  He  was  mustered  out  Aug.  25. 
1865.  and  reached  Hartford  with  his  command  Sept. 
2.  1865,  at  which  time  they  were  discharged  from 
service. 

In  Gen.  Greeley's  fine  residence  he  has  a  "den" 
containing  many  valuable  and  historical  relics.  He 
has  his  uniforms  of  captain,  colonel  and  general 
used  in  the  service :  also  all  his  swords,  including 
the  one  presented  to  him  by  Thomas  R.  Trowbridge, 
which  was  sunk  on  board  ship  off  Charleston  Har- 
bor, but  finally  recovered  and  returned,  to  Mr. 
Trowbridge,  who  again  presented  it  to  Gen.  Gree- 
ley at  a  recejition  given  by  Mr.  Trowbridge  in  his 
honor  upon  the  General's  return  from  the  war.  He 
has  also  two  swords  and  a  carbine  captured  from  the 
Confederates. 

Upon  comine  home  Gen.  Greeley  marked  his 
return  to  civil  life  by  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  L.  G.  Tillotson.  of  New  York,  to  manufacture 
and  import  railway  and  telegraph  supplies,  under 
the  firm  name  of  L.  G.  Tillotson  &  Co.  This  busi- 
ness was  very  successful  and  when  Mr.  Tillotson 
died,  in  1885,  his  interests  were  transferred  to  Gen. 
.  Greelev,  the  firm  becoming  E.  S.  Greeley  &  Co. 
This  firm  carried  at  one  time  a  larger  assortment  of 
supniies  in  their  line  than  any  other  house  in  the 
Lnited  States  and  their  trade  extended  all  over  the 
world.    Gen.  Greeley's  "Electrical  Baggage  Supply 
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^\'al;■on"  lias  been  adojitcd  l)v  tlic  L'nilfd  States 
L;i)vcninK'iU.  Tliis  iiivciuiun  is  ec|ui])]5eii  fur  hastily 
layint;'  tL'lc.^raijh  wire  from  llie  front,  ami  in  a  short 
space  of  time  puts  the  coninuindini:;  genci^al  in  tnnch 
with  all  ])arts  of  the  hattleiield.  Cjen.  Greelev's  coni- 
j)any  strinii;  the  wires  for  openini^'  the  World's  I'air 
at  Chica,L;<)  and  he  has  in  his  den  the  p;old  tulef^^'aph 
key  touched  hy  President  Cleveland  in  openini;'  that 
lair.  This  key  was  subsequently  used  by  I'resi- 
dtnt  Cle\-eland  in  opening  the  Xational  Electrical 
Exposition  in  Xew  York  in  May,  1896,  and  bv  Pres- 
ident McKinlcy  in  opening  tlie  exposition  of  1898: 
in  both  instances  the  act  was  performed  at  the  Ex- 
ecutive Mansion  in  Washington.  This  key  was  also 
used  in  transmitting  Hon.  Chauncey  Dcpcw's  mes- 
sage, containing  sixty-ciglit  words,  around  the 
world,  24,516  miles,  in  twenty-one  and  one-half 
minutes. 

Gen.  Greeley,  a  forceful  and  energetic  man,  has 
pushed  steadily  to  the  front.  He  took  an. active  in- 
terest at  a  very  early  day  in  electric  lighting  and  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  Xew  Haven  Elec- 
tric Light  Co.,  and  others,  and  has  been  a  director 
of  and  interested  in  many  of  the  corporations  of 
New  Haven.  The  Xew  Plaven  Car  Trimmings  Co. 
was  organized  by  him  and  for  many  years  he  was  its 
president.  He  has  been  interested  in  several  bank- 
ing institutions,  and  at  this  time  is  vice-president 
of  the  Yale  Xational  Bank.  Avoiding,  rather  than 
seeking,  political  ])refernient,  it  was  a  sacrifice  to 
a  sense  of  duty  that  compelled  him  to  accept  elec- 
tion as  alderman  from  the  Eighth  ward,  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  he  has  served  the  city  most  efficiently  in 
various  capacities  and  relations.  Prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  when  an 
indebtedness  of  S33.000  fell  due  Gen.  Greeley  took 
hold  of  the  matter  with  his  characteristic  energy 
and  in  fifteen  days  the  entire  amount  was  liquidated. 
He  is  closely  connected  with  that  church  and  has 
been  active  in  church  and  Suntlay-school,  and  for 
two  years  was  chairman  of  the  Xew  Haven  County 
School  Association.  Gen.  Greeley  is  connected  with 
various  societies.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Ad- 
miral Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Xew  Haven,  and  the 
Military  (Jrder  of  the  Lo\al  Legion,  Xew  York 
State  Commandery ;  is  prominently  associated  with 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  in  which  he 
lias  held  high  position  and  is  now  vice-president  of 
the  Xational  Association  and  chairman  of  the  Xa- 
tional Committee  on  Revohitionary  Monuments ; 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Army  and  Xavy  Club, 
of  Connecticut,  having  served  as  president  of  the 
latter.  He  is  a  Freemason,  with  which  fraternity  he 
became  aftiliated  in  1858.  At  one  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Congregational  Club,  and  for  three  years 
held  the  same  office  in  the  L'nion  League.  He  has 
long  been  an  active  member  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Colony  Historical  Society.  At  present  he  is  chair- 
man of  the  "Mcniorial  Committee"  from  the  6tli, 
<;th  and  loth  Conn.  \'.  I.  and  the  ist  Conn.  Light 
Lattery,  whose  purpose  it  is  to  erect  a  monument; 


the  design  in  view  at  this  writing  is  a  pcclestal,  wiili 
lal)lets  commemorating  the  records  of  the  tjircc 
regiments  and  surmuunted  by  an  C(iuestrian  statue 
in  bronze  of  Major-Cicn.  Alfred  II  Terry.  Gen. 
Greeley  is  also  vice-]iresi(lent  of  the  Lushnell  Mem- 
orial Association,  whose  object  is  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Cornelius  S.  Buslincll,  of 
"Monitor"  fame. 

Gen.  Greeley  is  a  man  of  high  character,  lK>th 
enterprising  and  i)ublic-spirited,  and  his  fine  resi- 
dence stands  as  a  noble  monument  to  his  enterprise. 
His  wealth,  of  which  he  accumulated  a  goodly  for- 
tune, is  used  by  him  with  a  generous  hand  and  he 
is  a  liberal  benefactor  of  public  and  needy  institu- 
tions, among  them  being  the  Orphans'  Asylum:  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. ;  Grace  Hospital,  of  which  he  has  been 
vice-president  since  its  organization  :  and  the  Tillot- 
son  College,  at  Austin,  Texas. 

On  Feb.  20,  1856.  Gen.  Greeley  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Corey,  of  Taunton,  Mass.  They 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Jennie  E.  Greeley.  Their 
only  child  died* in  i860.  Gen.  Greeley  is  bearing 
the  years  of  a  long  and  notable  career  remarkably 
well,  time  dealing  kindly  with  him,  as  evidenced  bv 
his  fine  personal  appearance  and  military  bearing. 
There  is  as  yet  little  evidence  of  age  and  the  pros- 
pect is  fair  that  he  will  repeat  in  his  generation  the 
characteristic  of  his  ancestry — longevity. 

HOX.  LUCIUS  PARMFXLAS  DEMIXG.  of 
Xew  Haven,  formerly  judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  of  Xew  Haven  county,  is  descended 
from  sterling  Xew  England  stock,  whose  names  are 
linked  with  the  stirring  scenes  of  early  American 
history. 

Judge  Deming  was  born  March  10,  1836,  in 
West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  a  son  of  John  Carlton  and 
Polly  (Slauter)  Deming,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  son  of  John  Carlton  Deming,  a  lineal  descen<lant 
of  John  Deming,  who  was  one  of  the  nineteen  per- 
sons to  whom,  in  1662,  King  Charles  H  granted 
the  Charter  of  Connecticut.  On  his  mother's  side, 
Judge  Dimming  is  no  less  prominently  connected, 
being  fifth  in  line  from  Gilbert  Slauter.  a  patriot  of 
the  Revolution,  who  gave  up  his  life  in  his  country's 
cause,  at  the  famous  battle  of  Saratoga.  Ephraim 
Slauter.  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served 
through  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was  a  pen- 
sioner. 

Judge  Deming  received  the  rudiments  of  an  ed- 
ucation   in    the    country    schools    of    Russell    and 
Springfield,  Mass.,  but  his  school  days  closed  at  the 
earlv  age  of  fourteen,  and  then  his  business  career 
!  opened,  liis  first  engagement  being  as  a  clerk  in  a 
1  grocery    store   in    Springfield,    but    at    the   age   of 
!  seventeen,  deciding  to  adopt  some  special  line,  he 
I  was  apprenticed  to  a   Springfield  firm,  which  was 
I  engaged  in  the  work  of  frescoing  and  ornamental 
i  painting.      This   connection    was    terminated   In-   ill 
health,   and    in    1857,    he    followed   his    parents    to 
Xew  Haven.    Soon  after  this,  by  advice  of  the  phy- 
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sician,  lie  adopted  a  sea-farint;-  life  in  order  to  re- 
cuperate his  health.  For  the  following-  seven  years, 
covering-  the  period  of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  master 
of  a  vessel,  during  this  time  traveling  to  many  for- 
eign ports.  With  health  restored,  Mr.  Deniing  re- 
turned to  business  avocations  on  land,  but  by  na- 
ture he  was  marked  for  the  legal  profession,  all  his 
leanings  being  in  thai:  direction.  After  preliminary 
study  with  this  end  in  view,  he  entered  the  Yale 
Law  school  in  1S75,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  high  honor  in  1S77,  taking  the  Townsend 
prize  for  the  l->est  oration,  and  in  that  same  year 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  New  Haven  county,  be- 
ginning his  career  as  an  associate  with  Hon.  Will- 
iam C.  Case. 

It  was  during  the  year  1877  that  Judge  Ueming 
was  appointed  bv  Gov.  Andrews  as  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  investigate  complaints  which  had  been 
luade  in  regard  to  convict  labor  ancl  its  interference 
with  free  labor,  and  as  chairman  of  that  cpnnuittee 
he  acted  in  concert  with  like  connnittces  appointed 
from  Massachusetts,  Xew  Jersey  and  several  other 
States.  During  this  most  thorough  investigation, 
he  visited  the  prisons,  penitentiaries,  and  reform- 
atories of  nearly  all  the  States  of  the  Ur.ion,  giving 
the  most  careful,  personal  attention  to  all  that  could 
bear  upon  the  subject,  and  in  his  report  recom- 
mended a  law  limiting  contract  labor  in  prisons, 
which  law  was  adopted  and  is  still  continued  on  the 
Statute  books  of  Connecticut. 

\'ery  soon  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  Judge 
Deming  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  assistant 
prosecuting  attorney  in  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  this 
being  followed  at  a  later  date  by  appointment  to 
the  position  of  assistant  Judge  of  the  City  Court, 
which  in  a  sliort  time  became  an  appointment  as 
Judge.  In  the  natural  course  of  events,  came  his 
appointment  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  of  Xew  Haven  county,  in  all  of  which  import- 
ant and  honorable  positions  he  administered  the 
duties  in  a  most  efficient  manner,  and  these  are  an 
index  of  his  standing  in  the  community  and  in  the 
profession  which  he  adorns.  His  association  ^vith 
Hon.  William  C.  Case  in  the  practice  of  law  cov- 
ered a  period  of  fifteen  years — years  of  honest  and 
faithful  work — and  to-day,  Judge  Deming  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  Xew  Haven's  ablest  and  most 
highly  respected  sons,  a  man  of  place,  parts  and 
power.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  en- 
gagetl  in  developing  large  mining  interests  in  Xew 
Mexico.  As  an  orator,  our  subject  ranks  high;  his 
reputation  as  a  platform  speaker  is  not  contincd  to 
Connecticut,  but  extends  bevond  State  lines,  and 
from  all  over  Xew  England  come  frequent  invita- 
tions to  deliver  addresses.  Socially  Judge  Deniing 
stands  in  equal  prominence,  and  has  held  many  pu- 
sitions  in  fraternal  and  henelieial  associations,  and 
he  is  regarded  as  an  authority  on  secret  society 
matters,  in  his  own  State.  After  filling  everv  sub- 
ordinate post  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Otld 
I'"elluws,  he  was  elected  and  served  as  Cirand  Mas- 
ter of  that  Order,  serving  a  term,  also,  as  a  repre- 


sentative to  tJie  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  and  has 
been  equally  prominent  in  patriotic  societies.  Judge    ! 
Deming  assisted   in  organizing  the  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was  tiie  first    } 
president  of  the   Connecticut  society  and   the  first     I 
president-general  of  the  Xational  society.     J''or  si.>c     ' 
years  he  was  (irand  Warden  of  llic  Stale  of  Con- 
necticut, of  the  Xew  ICngland  Order  of  Protection, 
and   was   Supreme   Warck-n    for  two  years.     He  is     , 
also  a  ])rominent  Mason  and  Siiriner. 

In  1858,  judge  Deming  was  married  to  Laura  ' 
E.  Russell,  who  died  in  1872,  leaving  three  chil-  j 
dren  :  Lucius  Parmenias,  Jr.;  llattie  Lovilla,  de- 
ceased ;  and  Laura  Maude,  who  married  Dr.  Walter 
Strong,  of  Philadelphia.  In  1874.  Judge  Deniing 
married  Eleanor  M.  Parmelee,  and  to  this  union 
one  daughter  has  been  born,  Almira  Parmelee. 
Few  men  have  had  and  used  such  opportunities  for 
travel  as  Judge  Deming,  and  he  is  familiar  with  his 
own  country  to  a  degree  exceptional  with  Ameri- 
cans, and  has  also  traveled  extensively  in  Central 
and  South  America  and  in  other  lands.  Thus,  al- 
though his  formal  schooling  ceased  when  he  was 
but  a  mere  boy,  his  education  did  not  cease,  and 
was  not  limited  to  the  knowledge  to  be  obtained 
within  the  covers  of  books.  His  duties  have  made 
him  a  pupil  in  the  great  School  of  Life,  and  with 
results  of  which  he  may  justly  be  protid.  During  his 
sailor  life,  Latin  and  mathematics  took  the  place  of 
dice,  cards  and  story-telling,  during  leisure  hours, 
and  since  those  days  not  a  moment  has  been  wasted. 

HOX.  CHARLES  LE\"ERET  EXGLISH 
(deceased),  late  of  Xew  Haven,  began  business 
there  as  a  young  man  and  continued  through  a  long 
and  active  lifetime  of  business  success  and  usefulness 
ii,  the  community  in  which  his  ancestors  and  poster- 
it}'  have  figured  in  turn  more  or  less  conspicuously 
for  two  hundred  \ears. 

']\Ir.  English  came  on  both  sides  from  sturdy 
Xew  England  stock  who  have  left  their  impression 
for  good  on  the  several  communities  in  which  they 
have  resided.  Clement  English,  his  remote  Amer- 
ican ancestor,  was  early  at  Salem,  Mass.,  marrying, 
in  1667,  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Waters,  and 
dying  in  1682.  From  Clement  English  our  sub- 
ject's line  of  descent  is  through  P.enjamin,  Ben- 
jamin (2),  Benjamin  (3),  and  James  English. 
Benjamin  English,  son  of  Clement,  married  in  I'.cjg 
Sarah  Hard,  and  in  the  following  year  settled  in 
Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  since  which  time  the  family  has 
been  numerous  in  Xew  Haven,  and  its  members 
have  been  numbered  among  the  town's  and  city's 
most  substantial  men  and  women.  Benjamin  Eng- 
lish (3)  married  Abigail  Doolittle,  and  among  their 
eleven  children  was  James  English,  who  married 
Xancy  Griswold.  Of  their  six  sons  and  three 
daughters  all  married,  and  all  except  one  reside<l  in 
X'cw  Haven,  among  the  number  being  our  subject 
and  the  late  Hon.  James  E.  English,  (iovernor, 
}vlember  of  Congress  and  United  States  Senator. 

On  his  mother's  side  our  subject  descended  from 
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one  of  two  brothers — Edward  and  Matthew  Gris- 
■wold — who  came  from  Kenilworth,  Warwicksliire, 
England,  and  were  at  \\'indsor,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
Tlie  Griswold  family  was  one  of  mnisual  promi- 
nence in  the  liistory  of  Connecticut,  many  of  the 
name  rising-  to  distinction,  among  ihem  two  govern- 
ors of  the  Stale. 

The  subject  of  this  skctcli  was  born  Aug.  5, 
1814,  in  New  Haven,  and  until  seventeen  years  of 
age  attended  the  public  and  private  schools  of  the 
place;  among  his  teachers  in  the  latter  were  a  Mr. 
Merwin  and  a  Mr.  Jannan.  He  also  received  in- 
struction under  Gen.  James  N.  Palmer.  For  three 
years,  beginning  in  183 1,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  gro- 
cery house  of  Harry  Ives  &  Co.  He  then  began  in 
the  same  line  on  his  own  account,  Elam  Hull,  of  the 
former  concern,  setting  him  up  in  the  business, 
Avhich  was  carried  on  in  the  same  store  room  under 
the  firm  style  of  Charles  L.  English  &  Co.,  his 
brother,  George  D.  English,  being  associated  with 
him.  In  1842  our  subject,  associated  with  another 
brother,  James  E.  English,  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  on  Water  street  and  continued  some  two 
years,  when  Charles  L.  English  established  at  an- 
other point  on  the  same  street  a  similar  enterprise, 
which  subsequently  became  the  business  of  English 
&  Tuttle,  John  P.  Tuttle  joining  him  in  the  enter- 
prise. Later  the  style  of  the  firm  became  English 
&  Holt,  Albert  S.  Holt  becoming  interested  in  the 
business.  Along  about  this  time  a  new  lumber  busi- 
ness was  established  under  the  firm  name  of  Calvin 
Gallup  &  Co.,  in  which  }vlr.  English  was  largely  in- 
terested, looking  after  the  finances  of  the  concern 
and  attending  to  the  sales  department.  He  practi- 
cally retired  from  the  business  in  1876,  and  since  that 
period  the  business  has  been  carried  on  under  the 
the  name  of  English  &  Holt,  Mr.  English's  son, 
Edwin  H.  English,  succeeding  him  :  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  at  this  time  were  Albert  S.  Holt  and 
Charles  E.  P.  Sanford.  men  of  strict  integrity  and 
extensive  business  ability,  and  standing  high  in  the 
community.  This  concern,  established  by  the  elder 
English,  has  developed  a  large  business  and  has 
operated  largely  in  Canada,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  where 
the  lumber  was  produced,  and  shipped  extensively  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  The  present  firm  is  doing  a  large 
business,  handling  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  timber. 
They  purchase  direct,  and  in  such  large  quantities 
that  they  are  able  to  sell  at  the  lowest  market  prices, 
and  their  facilities  for  business  are  not  surpassed 
by  any.  ,. 

From  early  manhood  and  all  through  life  our 
subject  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
city  and  was  greatly  interested  in  its  welfare.  In 
1840  he  joined  the  Young  Men's  Institute,  and  after- 
ward scrvefl  on  its  committee.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Colony  Historical  Society  he  was  elected 
a  life  member  and  made  a  director  thereof.  In 
1835  he  became  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Cham- 
ber of  Commence,  one  of  the  oldest  in-titutions  of 
the  kind  in  Xew  England,  its  existence  dating  hack 


to  1800.  In  July,  1837,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
first  fire  wardens  of  the  city,  the  fire  department 
having  been  organized  in  that  year  under  a  board 
of  wardens  and  engineers,  of  which  he  was  made 
secretary.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
common  council.  He  was  chosen  a  director  of  the 
New  Haven  &  Derby  Railroad  at  its  organization, 
and  in  1875  became  vice-president  of  the  road,  for 
years  continuing  to  sustain  such  relations  in  the 
company.  In  1877  he  was  made  president  of  the 
Yale  National  Bank,  of  New  Haven,  but  after  one 
year's  service  resigned  on  account  of  his  health. 

Politically  Mr.  English  in  early  life  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  left  that  party  in  1850.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  first  Rciniblican  Convention  in  Con- 
necticut, was  soon  afterward  a  delegate  from  that 
convention  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
which  nominated  Gen.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency, 
and  there  served  on  the  committee  on  Platforms  and 
Resolutions.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  Central  Committee  in  1856.  and  the 
same  year  was  sent  as  a  representative  irom  New 
Haven  to  the  State  Legislature.  In  that  body  Mr. 
English  took  an  active  and  prominent  part,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  Legislature  Census  and 
also  chairman  of  the  House  committee  on  State 
Prisons.  During  the  great  Slavery  agitation  of  the 
time  Mr.  English  was  radically  opposed  to  carr\-ing 
slavery  into  the  Territories  and  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  famous  remonstrance  sent  at  that 
time  bv  Dr.  Nathaniel  Taylor  and  others  to  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  calling  his  attention  to  the  difti- 
cultv  in  Kansas.  Through  all  these  exciting  times 
Mr.  English  was  in  the  front  of  the  fight  in  develop- 
ing the  new  party,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Republican  party  in  Connecticut.  He  ever 
afterward  remained  identified  with  that  party,  was 
several  times  its  candidate  for  State  senator,  and  in 
1874  was  its  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor,  re- 
ceiving the  full  party  vote.  During  the  last  twenty 
years  of  his  life  Mr.  Englisli  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  St.  Paul's  Church,  a  member  of  the  vestry, 
and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  church  and  its 
interests. 

On  April  19,  1S48,  Mr.  English  was  married  to 
Harriet  I).,  daughter  of  Philemon  Holt,  and  had 
four  children.  Henrv,  Charles,  Julia  Adela  and 
Edwin  Holt^  all  of  whom  are  deceased  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  daughter  Julia  Adela.  Mrs.  English 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1817,  in  East  Haven,  and  was  a 
descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from  William 
Holt,  who  was  born  in  1610  and  came  from  Eng- 
land, settling  in  New  Haven  as  early  as  1644,  in 
which  year  his  name  appears  of  record  there.  He 
removed  to  Wallingford  about  1675.  He  married, 
probably  in  England,  and  his  wife's  name  was 
Sarah.  His  death  occurred  in  1683.  Mrs.  Eng- 
lish's line  of  descent  from  this  first  American  an- 
cestor is  through  John,  Joseph.  Daniel,  Dan  and 
Philemon  Holt. 

(II)   John  Holt,  son  of  William  the  emigrant, 
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born  in  i''>45  ii<  Xcw  Haven,  married,  in  i''i7,S, 
Elizahetli,  (laiij;liter  of  Jolin  and  Tabillia  Thomas. 
Ifc  located  after  1721  in  East  Haven,  and  died  tlierc 
in  1733. 

(HI)  Joseph  Holt,  son  of  Ji)hn,  liorn  in  1680, 
in  Xcw  li.'iven,  n'.irried  (  llr-i  )  in  1705  Ahic^ail 
dani;lUer  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Hcming- 
wa}'. 

(I\')  Daniel  Holt,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in  1711, 
in  I^ast  Haven,  married  in  1735  Anna,  daut^hter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Morris)  Smith.  Mr.  Holt 
was  one  of  the  ]irominent  men  in  the  town  and  took 
much  interest  in  public  aftairs.       He  died  in  I75''>. 

(\")  Dan  Holt,  son  of  Daniel,  liorn  in  1744,  in 
East  Haven,  married  in  1765  Anna,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Abigail  (Chedrey)  Hitchcock.  Mr.  Holt 
was  lieutenant  of  a  companv  that  went  to  the  assist- 
ance of  New  York  during  its  occupancy  by  the  Brit- 
ish, in  1776.     He  died  in  1S29. 

(VI)  Philemon  Holt,  son  of  Dan,  born  hi  1775, 
married  in  1802  Desire  Smith,  and  moved  to  Fair 
Haven,  Conn.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  East 
Haven,  and  held  many  offices  of  trust,  serving  four 
terms  in  the  Legislature. 

Edwin  Holt  English,  son  of  Charles  L.  and 
Harriet  D.  (Holt)  English,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven 
Sept.  28,  1854,  and  there  died  Oct.  6,  1899.  Mr. 
English  was  a  man  of  much  character  and  ability, 
and  would  have  attained  a  high  place  had  not  all  his 
life  been  weighted  by  the  burden  of  ill-health.  Edu- 
cated at  French's  Private  School  and  the  Hopkins 
Grammar  School,  he  entered  Yale  College  with  the 
class  of  1875,  l^i-it  his  health  failed  and  he  had  to 
leave  school.  He  then  entered  the  offices  of  Calvin 
Gallup  &  Co.,  in  which  lirm  his  father  was  a  part- 
ner. In  1876  he  took  his  father's  place  in  the  firm 
of  English  &  Holt,  the  name  being  retained  until 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Holt,  in  July,  1S97,  when  it 
became  E.  H.  English  &  Co. 

On  Oct.  5.  18S2.  Edwin  H.  English  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  W.  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Hon.  Ste- 
phen \V.  Kellogg,  of  \\'aterbury,  and  soent  several 
months  following  his  marriage  traveling  in  Europe 
and  the  far  East.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life 
his  health  was  very  poor,  lung  trouble  having  de- 
veloped. While  facing  and  fighting  with  jiluck  and 
determination  a  fatal  disease,  he  was  constantly  at 
the  head  of  his  extensive  business,  retaining  even  in 
liis  last  days  its  management  in  his  own  hands.  Mr. 
English  was  a  man  of  much  worth,  and  well  liked  by 
all  \sho  knew  him.  He  left  a  wife  an(J  seven  chil- 
dren, Lucia,  his  eldest  child,  having  died  May  22, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  The  seven  siir- 
vivirig  children  are  Marguerite  Griswold,  Stephanie 
Kellogg,  Charles  Leveret.  Harriet  Holt,  Edwin 
Holt.  Kathcrine  Athertcn  and  Frank  Kellogg.  Mr. 
English  belonged  to  Center  Church  and  the  Quin- 
nipiac  Club,  and  was  a  director  in  the  Merchants 
National  Bank,  C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  and  the  Xcw  Ha- 
ven Co!onv  Historical  Societv. 


COLLIXS.  The  Collins  family,  of  Meriden, 
are  v\d  settlers  of  Xew  England.  Lewis  Collins, 
the  founder  (jf  the  family,  a  native  of  lingland, 
came  to  .America  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
comUry,  locating  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1630, 
with  his  four  sons,  Xallian,  John,  Albert  and  De.K- 
ter.     Xathan  had  two  sons,  John  and  Edward. 

John  Collins  was  born  in  England  in  1616, 
caiiie  with  his  ])arents  to  Xew  En.gland  prior  to 
1640,  and  lived  in  Boston  and  Brainlrce,  Mass. 
His  wife's  name  was  Susannah.  In  1640  he  was 
admitted  to  the  church  in  Pioston,  and  the  same 
year  was  made  a  freeman,  and  he  aj^pcars  to  have 
been  an  active  and  prominent  man  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Colony,  belonging  to  the  Honorable  Ar- 
j  tillery  Company  of  Boston.  His  children  were 
John,  Susan,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

John  Collins,  son  of  John,  born  about  1640  in 
Boston,  was  twice  married,  first,  in  1662,  to  ]\Iary 
Trowbridge,  who  died  in  1667,  and  second,  in  1669. 
to  the  widow  Kingsworth.  He  died  at  Guilford  in 
1704.  This  John  Collins  was  one  of  the  patentees 
of  the  town  of  Guilford,  was  townsman  and  school 
teacher  as  late  as  1702,  and  as  early  as  1682  taught 
a  grammar  school  there.  ]jy  his  first  marriage  he 
had  children :     iNlary,  John  and  Robert. 

Robert  Collins,  son  of  John  (2),  married  Lois 
Burnett,  and  their  son,  also  named  Robert,  married 
Eunice  Foster. 

Edward  Collins,  son  of  Robert  (2),  married 
Susannah  Peck,  of  East  Hampton,  Aug.  29,   1738. 

Daniel  Collins,  son  of  Edward,  w-as  born  Feb. 
16,  1 74 1,  and  married  Susannah  Lyman,  May  17. 
1774.  Thev  became  the  parents  of  si.x  children: 
Molly,  Susannah,  Lucy,  Aaron,  Lyman  and  Betsey. 
Daniel  Collins,  known  as  Capt.  Dan  Collins,  was  a 
member  of  the  2d  Company,  Cajit.  Havens,  in  which 
he  was  sergeant  from  May  6  to  June  10,  1775,  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  and  he  re-enlisted  in 
1777,  resigning  the  ne.xt  year.  In  1779.  at  the  tin-ie 
of  the  Xew  Haven  alarm  over  Gen.  Clinton's  move- 
ments, he  took  part,  under  Col.  Thaddeus  Cook, 
and  also,  under  Capt.  Xathaniel  Chapman  and  Capt. 
Jabcz  Wright,  assisted  in  repelling  Ledyard's  in- 
vasion. In  1780  he  was  made  captain,  under  Col. 
William  \\"orthington,  and  his  company,  with  that 
of  Cajjt.  \'ail,  was  stationed  in  Guilford  to  assist 
in  the  defense  of  the  coast.  In  1818  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress gave  Capt.  Collins  a  pension. 

Lyman  Collins,  son  of  Capt.  Daniel,  was  a  farm- 
er in  Connecticut,  and  took  part  in  tlie  war  of  1S12. 
He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Salmon  Carter, 
a  cabinetmaker  of  Wallingford,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  this  union :  Aaron  Lyman.  Charles 
H.  and  Lucy  A.  (who  married  X.  P.  Ives). 

Ch.\uli;s  HiNSiiALL  Collins  was  lx)rn  in  Mori- 
den  Jan.  14,  1823,  and  was  reared  in  that  city, 
which  has  been  his  home  ever  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years  which  he  spent  in  Hartford, 
gaining  experience  as  a  clerk  in  a  yankee  notion 
store.     Later  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  groccrv  store. 
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in  .Mcn'ili'ii,  wlicre  lie  tlinroni^^ily  Utm-ikiI  llic  liitsi- 
lU'ss  ami  prcparod  fur  liis  siiccisslul  career  in  the 
same  lino,  l-'nr  titlccn  years  he  conchiclcd  a  very 
jirosperons  l)usiness  nf  the  kind  in  IMcridcn,  \ir\or 
to  1863,  and  fur  ihe  ten  succccdinij^  years  cni^aijed 
in  the  mannfactnre  uf  woolen  poods,  returning  then 
to  Ihe  L;rooery  trade.  Mr.  Collins  is  now  senior 
nieniher  of  the  welKknown  groccrv  tirm  of  Collins 
&  Miller. 

In  April,  1852,  Mr.  Collins  was  married  to 
Sarah  C,  dau^lr.er  of  James  S.  and  ^Nlillicent  A. 
(Clark-)  lirooks,  of  Mcriden,  and  one  daughter, 
Sarali  Elizabeth,  has  been  born  to  this  luiion.  Miss 
Collins  is  a  highly  cultured  lady,  and  a  member  of 
Susan  Carrington  Clark  Chapter.  D.  A.  R.,  of  Mcr- 
iden. The  religious  conr.cction  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  his  jx'^litical  sympathies  Mr.  Collins  is  a  Re- 
publican. In  his  early  manhood  days  he  was  a 
nienrlKT  of  the  local  militia.  Through  a  long  and 
bouorable  business  life  Mr.  Collins  has  been  identi- 
fied with  much  of  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  has 
ever  been  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  man. 

A.VKox  Lym.\x  Coli,ixs.  'brother  of  Charles  H. 
Collins,  was  born  in  December,  1820.  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  has  al- 
ways resided.  For  many  years  he  has  been  associ- 
ated with  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.,  and  for  forty 
years  was  its  president,  and  also,  for  a  number  of 
vears,  until  its  consolidation  with  the  International 
Silver  Co.,  was  president  of  the  \\'ilcox  Silver  Plate 
Co.  He  married  Sylvia,  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
White,  of  Middlefiekl.  Conn.,  anil  his  three  surviv- 
ing children  are  Charles  Lyman,  Edward  John  and 
Benjamin  ^^'hite. 

Aaron  L.  Collins  is  what  nia\-  be  called  a  self- 
made  man.  His  father,  Lyman  Collins,  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  on  the  site  of  the  T.  F.  Breese 
residence,  on  East  Main  street.  He  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land,  though,  of  course,  land  values  were 
insignificant  at  that  time.  Aaron  Collins  had  only 
a  common-school  education.  When  in  his  twen- 
ties, with  his  brother  Charles,  he  started  in  the 
grocery  Inisiness  at  the  "Center."  In  1856  he  dis- 
solved partnersliip  with  his  brother,  who  is  now 
senior  partner  of  tlie  grocery  firm  of  Collins  & 
Miller,  to  enter  the  eiuplov  of  the  cutlery  firm  of 
I'ratt,  Ro]ier  &  Webb,  whose  mill  was  on  the  site 
of  the  Merirlen  Cutlery  Co.'s  plant  in  South  Meri- 
den. In  1846  the  business  was  brought  froiu  Maine, 
where  it  was  established  by  David  Roper  in  1832. 
Julius  Pratt  and  Walter  Webb  were  the  other  gen- 
tlemen interested.  Xine  years  later,  in  1S56,  Mr. 
Collins  entered  the  employ  of  the  company,  which 
in  the  same  year  was  incorporated  under  the  name 
•■if  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.  From  then  on  he  made 
rapid  progress,  until,  in  1878,  he  was  elected  to  fill 
tile  most  responsible  position,  that  of  president.  He 
lirib  been  the  executive  head  of  the  companv  since. 
^Ir.  Collins  is  also  interested  in  various  other  .Meri- 
^■en  industries,  and  for  a  mnuber  of  years  was  pres- 
''•ent  of  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co.,  until  the  ab- 


sorption of  that  com])any  by  the  International  Sil- 
ver Plate  Co.  He  is  alx)  a  director  of  tlie  Home 
National  Bank  and  a  trustee  of  the  Cily  Savings 
Bank.  He  is  iiresident  of  the  Meriden  Grain  & 
I'eed  Co.,  of  which  his  son,  B.  W.  Collins,  is  the 
manager. 

BuooK.s  I'".\Mii.\-.  (  1  )  Thomas  Brooks  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Haddam,  coming  to  America 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  the  "Susan  &  Ellen."  in 
1635.  He  was  a  son  of  Richard  Brooks,  of  Lynn, 
and  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Jared  Spencer. 
Their  children  were:  Sarah,  Thomas,  !Mary  and 
Alice. 

(II)  Thomas  Brooks  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  was 
married  Nov.  lO,  \G'j(>,  and  he  and  iiis  wife  Su- 
sanna had  children  :  Thomas,  Abraham,  Jabez  and 
Joseph. 

(III)  Abraham  iirooks,  son  of  Thomas  (2), 
born  March  12,  171 2.  married  Xov.  5,  1729.  and 
he  and  his  wife  Martha  had  children :  Susanna, 
Martha,  Lydia,  Jerusha,  Jonathan,  Abraham  and 
Peter.  He  was  ensign  of  the  nth  Company,  in  the 
7th  Regiment;  was  lieutenant  in  1746:  captain  in 
1747;  captain  again  in  1755-1766-1767 :  and  deputy 
to  the  Assembly  in  1757-58. 

(IV)  Abraham  Brooks  (2),  son  of  Abraham, 
born  Sept.  16,  1750,  married  May  4.  1780,  Abigail 
Clark.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  enlist- 
ing May  8,  1775,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  18,  1775, 
as  a  member  of  Company  G.  .At  the  call  for  service 
he  left  the  plow  in  the  field,  his  wife  and  daughters 
attending  to  the  harvesting.  During  his  service  he 
was  taken  prisoner  and  placed  on  the  prison  ship 
"Jersey,"  from  which  he  escaped  by  swimming  si.x 
miles  to  shore.  His  children  were:  Laura.  Jerusha, 
Lvdia,  Rebecca,  Martha.  Samuel,  James  S.  and 
Willard. 

(\'')  James  S.  Brooks,  son  of  Abraham  (2), 
was  born  March  i.  1796.  and  married  Aug.  3I, 
1S23,  Miilicent  A.  Clark,  and  their  children  were: 
James.  Laura.  Sarah  C,  Samuel,  Eliza,  Colin, 
Catherine,  William,  Hilary  and  one  whose  name  is 
not  given. 

CHARLES  EMMETT  GRA\'ES.  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  New  Haven,  comes  of  one  of  the  historic 
families  of  the  Colonial  period  of  Xew  England. 
Born  Dec.  10,  1830,  at  Ira,  \'t.,  Mr.  Graves  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Lucretia  Adeline  (Collins) 
Graves,  and  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  eighth  gen- 
eration from  Thomas  Graves,  who  with  his  wife  and 
five  children  came  to  X'ew  England  and  Hartford 
as  early  as  1645.  in  which  vear  he  is  of  record  in 
Hartford.  Conn.,  which  was  then  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. The  family  were  intelligent  members  of 
society  and  were  prominent  in  religious  and  public 
afi'airs.  Thomas  Graves  died  in  1662,  in  Hatfield. 
Mass..  whither  he  had  removed  in  1661. 

From  this  Thomas  Graves  our  subject's  line  is 
through  John.  John  (2).  John  (3),  Xathan.  Daniel 
and  GeorLi'e  Graves. 

Jo!m  Graves,  son  of  Thomas,  the  settler,  born  in 
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England,  took  up  liis  residence  in  Wetheisfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  made  a  freeman  in  1604.  lii~' 
first  marriage  was  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel Smith,  of  that  town,  and  in  1661  he  removed  to 
IJadley,  Mass.  John  Graves  was  a  man  of  probity 
and  education,  and  was  employed  to  run  the  bound- 
ary line  between  Wethersficld  and  what  is  now 
Middletown,  in  1655,  and  again  in  1659.  I'^  the  at- 
tack upon  Hatfield,  ^lass.,  by  the  Indians_,  Sept.  19, 
1677,  he  was  killed  at  the  same  time  with  his 
brother,  Sergeant  Isaac  Graves. 

John  Grave.^  (2),  son  of  John,  born  in  W'ethers- 
ficld  about  iC)53,  married  Feb.  12,  1677,  Sarah 
White,  who  was  born  in  1G61,  a  daughter  of  John 
White,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Bunce).  JMr. 
Graves  resided  in  Hatfield.  Mass..  and  died  Dec. 
2,  1730,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1741. 

John  Graves  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  born  ilarch 
28,  1681,  married  ^lay  5,  1715,  Jemima  Graves, 
liorn  about  1693.    ]Mr.  Graves  died  in  August,  1716. 

Nathan  Graves,  son  of  John  (3),  born  ^larch 
20,  1716,  married  Leonard  Scott,  born  in  1726, 
■daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Leonard)  Scott, 
and  lived  on  Chestnut  JMountain,  in  what  is  now 
Whately,  ]Mass.,  where  all  of  his  children  were 
born.  Himself  and  sons  were  famous  marksmen 
and  hunters.  Nathan  died  April  2,  17S6,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  June  7,  1784.  Nathan  Graves 
was  a  soldier  in  Lieut.  JJilling's  company  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war. 

Daniel  Graves,  son  of  Nathan,  born  Sept.  26, 
1769,  married  Sept.  20,  1792,  Lois  Rice,  born  July 
12,  17C8,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Lois  Rice,  of  Ira, 
Vt.  They  removed  to  Ira,  \'t.  where  Mr.  Graves 
"was  a  prominent  man,  was  captain  in  the  militia, 
postmaster,  member  of  the  Legislature,  etc.  He 
died  Oct.  11  ,  1833,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Jan. 
12,  1849,  at  Louisville,  New  York. 

Georr^e  Graves,  son  of  Daniel,  born  Sept.  26, 
1803,  at  Ira,  Vt.,  married,  Dec.  17,  1826,  Lucretia 
Adaline  Collins,  born  Sept.  7,  1806,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Joseph  and  Arabella  (Bromley)  Collins,  of 
Ira,  Vt.  George  removed  to  Rutland,  \'t.,  where 
he  was  prominent  in  business,  a  man  of  great  en- 
ergy and  one  who  held  pronounced  anti-slavery 
views.  His  business  connections  were  large,  and  he 
was  well  known. 

Charles  Emmett  Graves,  son  of  George  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  prepared  for  college  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Hicks,  in  Rutland,  \'t.,  and  was  graduated 
from  Trinity  College,  at  Hartford,  Cenn.,  in  1850. 
Following  his  .graduation  he  took  up  the  practice 
of  law  in  Rutland,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was 
made  chief  clerk  of  the  Ordnance  Department  of 
the  Navy,  in  Washington.  Then  he  returned  to 
Rutland  and  resumed  practice,  remaining  there  un- 
til 1867,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  New  Haven 
where  he  was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
American  Chemical  Co.,  and  in  1S80  was  made 
treasurer  of  Trinity  College,  a  very  responsible  po- 
sition.    At  times  Mr.  Graves  l-.as  been  verv  active 


in  inunici|>al  affairs,  for  nine  years  was  president  of 
the  Ijoard  of  education,  being  re-elected  three  times 
for  a  period  of  three  years  each  time;  served  on  the 
board  of  aldermen ;  fur  two  terms  he  served  as 
councilman,  and  he  was  a  reco.gnized  leader.  It 
was  through  his  efi'orts  that  the  Normal  school  was 
brought  to  New  Haven.  For  many  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute,  and  his 
enthusiastic  work  as  its  chief  executive  infused  new 
life,  and  he  materially  aided  in  estajblishing  it  in 
its  present  location  on  Cliapel  street.  As  a  leading 
member  of  Trinity  Church  and  its  senior  warden, 
he  lias  been  a  promoter  of  all  benevolent  and 
charitable  enterprises.  For  years  he  has  been 
a  delegate  from  that  church  to  the  conventions  of 
the  diocese,  and  has  been  sent  by  the  diocese  as 
delegate  to  the  Triennial  General  Conventions. 

In  1858  Mr.  Graves  was  married,  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  to  Sarah  L.  Buttrick,  a  daughter  of  Eph- 
raim  and  2^Iary  Buttrick,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  leading  member  of  the  ^Massachusetts  Bar.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Graves  were:  Ed- 
ward Buttrick,  born  Jan.  22,  1859,  was  gri'.iuated 
from  Yale  College  in  1881,  Yale  Law  School  in 
1884,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  ^linn. ; 
George  Heber,  born  JMarch  25,  1861,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1882.  took  a  course  in  Sheffield  Scien- 
tific School,  married  Mary  C.  Goodsell,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  is  super- 
intendent and  chemist  for  the  General  Chemical 
Co.;  Walter  Greenwood,  born  May  19,  1865,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1886  and  is  a  resident  of 
Cleveland.  Ohio;  Charles  Herbert,  born  June  21, 
1867,  died  May  25,  1868:  Arthur  Collins,  born 
u-\ug.  2,  i8(59,  at  New  Haven.  Conn.,  was  graduated 
from  Trinity  College  in  Hartford,  in  1891.  studied 
law  at  the  Yale  Law  School  in  the  office  of  Ailing, 
Webb  &  Morehouse,  of  New  Haven,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  that  city  in  June.  1893 !  ^nd 
Richard  Stayner,  born  March  18,  1872,  in  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  was  graduated  from  Trinitv  College  in 
1894,  was  ,graduated  from  Yale  [Medical  scliool  in 
New  Haven,  in  1896,  and  now  practices  his  pro- 
fession in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

JAMES  GRAH.\M.  The  name  of  Graham  is 
so  indissolubly  associated  with  the  talcs  of  Scottish 
stru.ggles  and  triumphs,  so  intimately  with  some  of 
the  grandest  and  most  dramatic  pages  in  the  history- 
of  tliat  noble  race,  that  merely  to  mention  the  pat- 
ronymic is  to  suggest  either  Scottish  birth  or  Scot- 
tish ancestry.  Hon.  James  Graham,  of  ^\"est  Ha- 
ven, came  of  this  distinguished  family.  His  grand- 
father. John  Graham,  and  also  his  paternal  grand- 
mother, were  natives  of  the  "land  o"cakes."  John 
Graham  was  a  jjlanter,  and  also  a  soldier  in  the 
British  armv,  carrying  Her  Majesty's  commission. 
His  son.  also  named  John,  and  the  father  of  Hon. 
James  Graham,  was  likewise  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 
although  a  loyal  .American  by  adoption.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  country,  and  after  spending 
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some  vc:irs  in  Dublin  emigrated  to  tlie  United 
States,  settling  in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  where  lie  died  be- 
fore the  birth  of  our  subject.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  prosperous  and  successful  merchant.  His 
\ufe,  Mary  Ann  Fair,  was  a  daughter  of  Sir  John 
P'air.  She  entered  into  rest  in  her  sixty-third  year. 
To  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Fair)  Graham  were  born 
five  children,  the  last  survivor  of  whom  was  the  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
opening  of  this  memoir.  Both  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  ?\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

James  Graham  was  born  in  Albany  Jan.  23,  1831. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  in  boyhood,  receiv- 
ing a  good  English  education  and  at  tlie  age  of  sev- 
enteen entered  upon  his  apprenticeship  as  a  brass 
founder,  rapidly  mastering  the  trade  in  all  its 
branches  and  becoming  so  expert  in  his  chosen  pur- 
suit that  on  attaining  his  majority  (1852),  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  Branford 
I,ock  Works  (Squires  &  Parsons,  proprietors),  at 
Branford,  Conn.  The  firm  employed  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen  and,  while  the  position  was  one  of 
great  responsibility  for  so  young  a  man,  so  credita- 
bly did  he  discharge  its  duties  that  he  filled  the  post 
for  nearly  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  in 
1861,  through  industry  and  thrift,  he  found  him- 
self in  a  position  to  open  a  foundry  of  his  own  in 
New  Haven.  For  thirty-nine  years  he  was  engfaged 
in  the  same  line  of  business  in  that  city  and  enjoved 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  manufacturers  in  New  Haven. 
The  foundry  of  ^Messrs.  James  Graham  &  Co.,  lo- 
cated at  No.  293  Wooster  street,  was  a  large,  sub- 
stantial structure  of  brick,  three  stories  in  height, 
and  was  erected  in  1874.  The  offices  of  the  firm 
were  formerly  at  No.  292,  directly  across  the  street, 
but  later  were  removed  to  the  foundry  building.  A 
large  number  of  hands  were  employed,  and  the  out- 
put of  the  works  embraced  brass  castings  of  all  de- 
scriptions. In  1SG8  ]\Ir.  Graham  built  the  beautiful 
home  now  occupied  by  his  son. 

Mr.  Graham's  keen  sense  and  sound  judgment, 
no  less  than  his  unassailable  probity  and  genial, 
generous  temperament,  made  him  one  of  \\'est  Ha- 
ven's most  esteemed  and  popular  citizens.  In  all 
public  affairs,  religious,  commercial  and  political, 
he  took  a  conspicuous  and  influential  part.  He  and 
his  family  were  earnest,  consistent  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  he  was  a  liberal 
contributor.  Among  the  various  important  mer- 
cantile enterprises  with  which  he  was  prominently 
identified  as  director,  or  officer,  or  berth,  mav  be 
named  the  following:  The  Boston  Buck  Board  & 
Carriage  Co.,  of  which  he  was  a  director  and  vice- 
T'Csident;  the  Evening  Leader  Publishing  Co.,  in 
^^liich  he  filled  the  president's  chair;  the  \\'est  Ha- 
^■'■■11  Water  Co. ;  and  the  Winchester  Avenue  Elec- 
'^'c  Street  Railway  Co.  He  was  also  a  director  in 
'''1  extensive  mining  company  which  is  developing 
|.ro|)crty  in  the  .Alaska  gold  fields.  Socially  he  was 
•'  director  of  the  Samosett  Club,  and  belonged  to  the 


Union  League  Chib  and  the  Young  Men's  Rcpnljli- 
can  Club  of  New  Haven.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican, active  and  inlluential  in  the  councils  of  his 
party,  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Republi- 
can League,  and  at  one  time  was  its  president.  Hi.^ 
first  vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Frt^nont  for  Pres- 
ident, in  1856.  Mr.  Graham  was  a  delegate  to  State 
conventions  from  1S91  until  his  death,  and  in  1896 
was  the  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  St. 
Louis  whicli  noiuinated  the  late  President  McKin- 
ley.  That  year  he  was  also  on  the  Connecticut  Pres- 
idential Electoral  ticket  and  was  selected  to  carry 
the  vote  of  the  State  to  the  Electoral  College  at 
Washington.  His  fellow  citizens  of  his  town  and 
district  (which  comprises  nine  towns  in  New  Ha- 
ven county)  honored  both  him  and  themselves  by 
electing  him  to  various  offices  of  weighty  trust  and 
grave  responsibility,  in  all  of  which"  he  displayed 
rare  acumen  and  scrupulous  fidelity.  For  two  terms 
—during  the  'seventies — he  held  the  office  of  se- 
lectman for  the  town  of  Orange,  and  for  nine  vears 
was  assessor,  warden  and  burgess  of  West  Haven. 
In  1S78  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Legislature  and  was  re-elected  in 
1SS5  and  again  in  1S86.  In  1887  he  was  made 
State  Senator  and  again  in  1889.  To  the  discharge 
of  his  public  duties  he  brought  the  same  sound,  dis- 
passionate judgment  and  the  same  unwavering  in- 
tegrity with  which  he  had  met  every  other  obligation 
of  life.  \\'hile  sei"\-ing  in  the  House  he  was  thrice 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Railroads  and 
during  two  sessions  filled  the  same  important  posi- 
tion in  the  Senate.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the 
memorable  "parallel  fight"  absorbed  the  committee's 
attention.  He  also  held  the  chairmanship  of  the 
committees  on  Military  Affairs,  on  Fisheries  and 
on  License.  His  death,  which  occurred  Alarch  19, 
1900,  removed  one  of  the  invaluable  public  men  of 
the  State. 

']\Ir.  Graham  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  JNIaria  Foote,  of  Branford,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  1856,  died  in  1893.  Two  sons  were  born 
to  them,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy.  The  other, 
Charles  E.,  is  mentioned  below.  In  1899  Mr.  Gra- 
ham married  Miss  Estella  Isl.  \^'agner,  of  Litchfield. 

Charles  E.  Gr.\ii.\m  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  brass  works  in  1877  and  for  the 
last  ten  years  has  had  charge  of  the  business.  He 
\\as  connected  with  his  father  in  the  latter 's  various 
enterprises.  He  has  become  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  town,  and  in  1897  was  sent  to  the  State 
Legislature  by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  He 
is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a  member  of 
the  L^nion  League  Club,  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Gra- 
ham married  ^tiss  Flattie  A.  Marsh,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  ^Marguerite. 

HON.  ABIRAM  CHAMBERLAIN,  State 
comptroller  and  banker  of  Meriden.  A\here  for  up- 
wards of  a  third  of  a  centurv  he  has  been  identified 
with    the    Home    National    Biank,    and    for   twentv 
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years  its  executive  head,  is  one  of  Meriden's  lead- 
ing- financiers  nntl  substantial,  citizens. 

]\]r.  Cliainl)erlain  was  horn  Dec,  ",  1S37,  at 
Colebrook  River,  Conn.,  a  s(in  of  Aliirani  and 
Soijhrouia  (Hurt)  Chanil)erlain,  ami  cunies  from 
sturdy  Xew  England  stock  on  l>oth  sides.  On  iiis 
father's  side  he  is  descended  ivon\  Jacob  Chamber- 
lain, born  in  Xewton  (now  Cambridge),  Mass.,  in 
167,^,  ])reviiius  to  which  nothing  definite  of  the 
family  is  kutnvn.  l*"rom  this  ancestor  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain's lineage  is  through  Col.  Jason,  Sanuiel, 
Samuel  Clark  and  A'birani  Chamberlain. 

(II)  Col.  Jason  Chantberlain,  son  of  Jacob, 
Ijorn  in  1701,  in  Xewton,  Mass..  married  IJannah 
•  Clark,  and  settled  in  Holliston,  Mass.  He  was  a 
man  of  ability  and  took  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  represented  Holliston  in  the  conven- 
tion that  adopted  the  Federal  Constitution ;  was 
•often  sent  to  the  General  Court.  His  interest  in 
politics  was  always  keen,  and  he  acted  with  parties 
•opposed  to  the  constitution  and  administration  of 
John  Adams. 

(HI)  Samuel  Chamberlain,  son  of  Col.  Jason, 
was  born  in  Holliston,  July  18,  1732.  In  the  dark- 
est period  of  the  Revolution  Mr.  Chamberlain  en- 
listed from  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  in  Col.  Ashley's 
regiment,  the  muster  returns  being"  dated  Jan.  25, 
1778.  at  \'alley  Forge. 

(I\')  Samuel  Clark  Chamberlain,  son  of  Sam- 
uel, born  Alav  25,  1765,  in  Holliston,  married  (sec- 
ond) Hannah  Conklin,  bom  Oct.  30,  1772.  'Mr. 
Chamberlain  died  Xov.  30,  1835,  in  Colebrook, 
Conn.,  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  passed  awav  Mav  2, 
1846. 

(\')  Abiram  Chamlierlain,  son  of  Samuel  Clark, 
born  Oct.  2,  1779.  married,  ^lay  6,  1829,  at  Sandis- 
field, Mass.,  Sophronia  Burt,  born  Jan.  9,  1805,  in 
Tolland,  Mass.,  a  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Anne 
(Murray)  Burt.  ^Ir.  Chamberlain  some  years 
after  his  marriage  removed  to  Connecticut,  and 
irom  Colebrook  River,  Litchfield  county,  that  State, 
in  1856  to  Xew  Britain,  where  he  passed  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  was  a  civil  engineer  of  repute,  and 
I  for  a  number  of  years  surveyor  for  the  borough 
i  of  New  Britain.  The  preliminary  surveys  and 
work  for  supplying  the  town  with  water  from 
Shuttle  Meadow  were  made  by  him,  and  the  work 
j  was  under  his  efficient  sujiervision  for  a  number 
1  of  years.  Mr.  Chamljerlain  died  Oct.  14,  1876, 
•  at  which  time  the  Xew  Britain  Record  said  of  him : 
'"As  a  civil  engineer  he  was  accurate  and  careful. 
This  city  has  occasion  to  remember  the  great  serv- 
ices which  he  so  unostentatiously  and  faithfully 
rendered,  for  years  to  come.  .As  a  public  otficer 
he  was  courteous  and  unremitting  in  his  conscien- 
tious efforts  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  en- 
trusted to  him.  Ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign 
his  duties  as  surveyor  and  water  commissioner 
some  years  since,  and  since  that  time  continued  ill 
health  has  kept  him  from  eicgaging  in  active  duties. 
Deacon  Ch.imberlain  is  mourned  by  his  neighbors, 
townsmen    and    church    lirethren,   who  knew    him 


t 


as  a  kindly  man,  an  uj^right  citizen,  and  an  earnest 
and  sincere  Christian."  Mrs.  Chamberlain  died 
Oct.  4,  iS.Sij.  aged  eighty-four  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  Center  Church,  Xew' Britain.  She  was 
strong  and  healthy  and  jjossesscd  of  a  vigorous 
constitution,  up  to  four  or  [\\c  months  before  lier 
death.  She  was  oik-  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  advanced  years,  .she  being  the  last  to  pass 
a\vav. 

the  children  of  Abiram  and  So[)hronla  Cham- 
berlain were:      (1)    Eliza  R.,  born  June  22,   1831, 
died  March  13,  1835.     (2)  N'alentine  B.,  born  April 
13'     '^^^2>'     "1      Colebrook      River,      Conn.,     mar- 
ried  Xov.    17,    1877,  Anna  Smith.       He   was  pre- 
pared  for  college  at   the  Connecticut   Literary   In- 
stitute, Suffield,  and  was  graduated  frfmi  Williams 
College  in  1857.     He  studied  law  with  S.  E.  Case, 
of  Xew   Britain,  and  was  admitted   to  tiie  Bar  in 
1859.     He  served  as  clerk  of  the  House  of  Rej>- 
resentatives  in  1861,  and  throughout  the  Civil  war 
was  a  gallant  soldier  and  officer  in  the  7th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  a?  lieutenant  and  cajHain.     He  was  selected 
to  command  the  picked  battalion  of  the  7lh   regi- 
ment which  made  the  assault  at   Fort  Wagner,  in 
1863,    and    was   one   of   the   handful    of   men    liiat 
scaled  the  Rebel  parapet  and  was  captured  within 
the    fort,    and   from  then   until   March,    1865,   was 
confined   in   Southern   prisons.      For   several    vears 
after  the  war  Capt.   Chamberlain   was   engaged   in 
business  in  the  South.     He  then  again  took  up  his 
residence   m    Xew    Britain,    Conn.,    and    was    soon 
elected  judge  of  the  City  Courts,  and  continuallv 
re-elected  until  his  death.     He  was  elected,  in  1880, 
judge  of  probate  for  the  Xew  Britain  district:  he 
was   elected    State   Treasurer   in    1884,    antl    for   a 
j  period    served    as    assistant    jiension    agent.      Cn.pt. 
I  Chamberlain  was  long  one  of  Xew  Britain's  ]>ub- 
I  lie  spirited  and   leading  citizens,   and   at   the   ti:iie 
I  of  his  death  was  a  director  in  several  of  the  city's 
j  leading  corporations,  and  also  president  of  the  Me- 
chanical    Xational    Bank.      As    a    Memorial    I'ay 
I   speaker  he   was   unrivaled    in    the    .'^tate.       Capt. 
I  Chamberlain   died   June   25,    1893.      (3)    John   A.. 
I  born   Feb.  21,    1837.      (4)    Abiram,  born    Dec.    7, 
1837,  is  referred  to  farther  on.     (5)  Eliza  A.,  bom 
\  Jan.   15,   1840,  died  "Xov.   17.   1841.      (6)    Cornelia 
\  .A.,   born    Sept.   20,    1842,   married    Dec.    13.    \^(A\ 
\  Charles  Elliott  Mitchell,  a  lawyer  f>f  Xew  Britain. 
I  who   has   since    forged   his    way   to   the    front   and 
:  occupied  high  and  lionorable  positions  in  his  town, 
i  State  and  nation.     He  was  a|)pointed,  in   18S9,  by 
j   President  Harrison,  United  States  Commi.ssioner  of 
Patents. 

Abiram  Chamberlain,  whose  name  introiluces 
i  this  .sketch,  and  the  son  of  .\birani  and  Sophronia 
I  (Burt)  Cliamberlain,  was  born  Dec.  7,  1837,  at 
Colelirook  River,  Conn.  After  his  school  days  were 
i  over  and  his  father's  family  l)ecame  settled  in  Xew 
I  r>ritain,  he  found  employment  in  that  city,  and  for 
!  years  was  connected  with  the  Xew  P>ritain  Na- 
j  iional  Bank  as  teller,  a  position  he  resigned  to  ac- 
cent that  of  cashier  of  the   Home   Xational   Bank, 
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at  Mciiden,  Conn.,  sncccedinj;'  Samuel  Uodd.  Upon 
llif  death  of  Eli  liutlor,  in  i8Sr,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  hank,  a 
]>nsition  he  has  si]ice  I'llled  with  sii;nal  aliilil\-  and 
efliciency.  .Since  his  identity  with  the  hank  .\!r. 
ChaniLierlain  has  seen  the  cajiital  increased  to 
5"6oo,ooo,  its  present  amount,  ;ind  a  suri)!us  of 
^150,000.  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  also  been  for 
years  identilied  with  other  financial  institutions  of 
Meridcn,  notably  the  ^leridcn  Savinjjs  ISank.  of 
which  in  the  early  'nineties  he  was  vice-president, 
and  he  is  a  man  of  larije  financial  experience. 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  too,  has  been  identitied  with 
various  enterprises  that  have  been  the  means  of  de- 
veloping tile  city  antl  town  of  Meriden.  He  was 
cn;e  of  the  ])romotcrs  and  a  director  in  tlie  ^^leriden 
and  \\'aterbury  Railroad  Co.,  was  treasurer  of  the 
liutler  &  Lyman  Land  Co.,  a  promoter  of  the 
IMeriden  Land  &  Investment  Co..  was  treasurer  of 
the  Meriden  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  which  began  busi- 
ness in  1872,  also  a  director  and  late  president  of 
the  company.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  a 
director  in  the  W'inthrop  Hotel  Co.  Back  in  his 
earlier  life  in  Meriden  he  served  from  1871  to  1874 
as  city  auditor.  His  political  affiliations  have  been 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  represented  his 
town  twice  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  he  was 
made  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  State  Comp- 
troller at  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Xew 
Haven  Sept.  5  and  6,  1900,  and  was  elected  to  that 
ofifice  in  November,  following.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
is  a  genial  and  courteous  gentleman  and  officer. 

On  Nov.  21,  1S72,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Roberts,  and  to  them 
have  come  children  as  follows :  Albert  Roberts 
and  Harold  Burt.  Of  these,  Albert  Roberts  was 
born  in  Meriden  in  1876,  and  acquired  his  prelim- 
inary education  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools 
of  Meriden,  after  which  (1897)  he  was  graduated 
from  Sheffield  Scientitic  School  at  Yale.  After 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  George  A.  Fay,  he 
took  a  two-years'  course  at  Yale  Law  School,  and 
\vas  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1901.  He  has  been 
active  in  public  affairs  and  represented  the  Third 
ward  in  the  city  council  for  two  terms.  In  March, 
1902.  he  was  appointed  by  Judge  Frank  S._  Fay  to 
be  clerk  of  the  city  court,  and  is  now  efficiently 
serving  in  tliat  position. 

On  his  mother's  side.  Comptroller  Chamberlain 
is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Henry  and  Eulalia  lUirt.  of  Ro.xbury,  Mass.,  and 
in  1638  of  Springfield,  his  line  being  through  Jon- 
athan (and  Elizal)eth  Lobdel),  Henry  (2)  land 
hdizabeth  W'arriner),  James  (and  Mercy  Sexton). 
Asa  (and  Ivuth  Hubbard).  Caleb  (and  .\nne  Mur- 
ray) and  .^ophronia  (and  .-\biram  Chamberlain). 
His  maternal  ancestors  were  residents  of  Spring- 
field, Sandisficld  and  Tolland,  MaS'S. 

BUCKINGHAM.  The  Buckinghams  of  \Va- 
terbury  and  W'atertown  have  been  leading  citizens 
and  Inisincss  men  of  their  respective  communities 


from  the  early  settlement  of  those  towns.  Tl:e 
late  Hon.  John  Buclcingham  and  son  Scovill  M. 
Buckingiiam,  of  W'aterbiuy,  were  |>rominently  iden- 
tified with  ihe  development  of  the  industries  uf  that 
great  manufacturing  ])oint. 

The  ancestors  of  these  men  were  ])ionccrs  of 
Connecticut.  Capt.  John  Buckingham,  of  Water- 
bury,  was  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas 
Buckingham,  the  I'm-itan  settler,  and  ancestor  of 
all  American  Buckinghams.  Thomas  Buckingham 
was  one  of  the  comi)any  to  which  Eaton  and  Hop- 
kins, two  London  merchants,  and  the  two  ministers 
— Davenport  and  Prudden — belonged.  They 
reached  Boston  in  June,  1637,  and  New  Haven  in 
1638.  Thomas  Buckingham  removed  to  New  ^lil- 
ford  in  the  autumn  of  1639.  He  was  of  the  com- 
pany, of  which  Rev.  Peter  Prudden  was  the  pas- 
tor, who  first  settled  the  town. 

The  line  of  Capt.  John  liuckingham's  descent 
was  through  Samuel,  Samuel  (2),  Thomas  (2), 
Thomas   (3),  and  David. 

(II)  Samuel  Buckingham,  son  of  Thomas 
Buckingham,  baptized  in  1640  or  1641  at  Milford, 
Conn.,  married  in  1C63  Sarah  Baldwin,  daughter 
of  Timothv  Baldwin,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Milford. 

(III)  Samuel  Buckingham  (2),  son  of  Samuel 
Buckingham,  born  Nov.  i,  1668,  married  Sarah 
(surname  not  given).  He  was  a  proprietor  in  the 
town  of  New  ]\Iilford,  Conn.,  although  he  never 
moved  there. 

(I\')  Thomas  Buckingham  (2),  son  of  Sam- 
uel Buckinghani  (2),  born  in  1699,  married  in 
1724,  Mary  B.  Woodruff. 

(V)  Thomas  Buckingham  (3).  son  of  Thomas 
Buckingham  (2),  born  in  1727,  married  about  1750, 
Sarah  Treat,  of  Milford.  He  removed  to  Water- 
town,  Conn.,  in  1772. 

(\T)  David  Buckingham,  son  of  Thomas 
Buckingham  (3),  born  in  1760,  married  in  17S5. 
Chloe  ^lerrill.  He  died  in  1832,  and  she  passed 
away  in  1841.  Their  children  were:  John,  Sarah, 
Chloe,  David  and  George. 

(Vll)  C.\PT.  John-  Buckixgh.xm,  son  of  Da- 
vid Buckingham,  married  Sept.  10,  1S09,  Betsey 
Scovill,  daughter  of  James  Scovill,  a  lady  of  most 
amiable  disposition  and  manners,  and  well  qualified 
to  adorn  the  large  homestead  over  which  she  was 
destined  to  become  the  mistress,  her  husband  hav- 
ing inherited  the  ancestral  farm  of  his  grandfather 
Merrill  in  Watertown.  John  Buckingham  soon  be- 
came a  leading  farmer,  and  for  the  best  part  of  his 
life  devoted  himself  to  the  tillage  and  improvement 
of  his  thrifty  domain,  making  it  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  th.e  place.  In  early  life  he  had  quite  a 
fondness  for  military  distinction,  became  a  captain 
of  State  troops,  antl  during  the  war  of  1812-1814, 
he  commanded  a  company  of  volunteers  to  assist  in 
the  defense  of  New  London  and  its  harbor,  then 
menaced  by  the  B>ritish  Heet,  under  Holcomb  of  the 
74-gunship  "Ramillies."  After  the  close  of  the 
war   he   receiveil    a   commission   as   colonel    in   the 
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State  militia  which,  however,  he  souii  resigned. 
He  removed  to  Waterbury  in  185 1,  and  became 
more  immediately  identitied  with  tlie  interests  of 
the  place,  akhough  his  business  interests  for  several 
years  had  been  located  in  Waterbury.  Longer  ago 
than  twenty-five  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  in  Waterbury  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  M.  L.  and  William 
H.  Scovill.  under  the  firm  of  Scovill  &  Bucking- 
liam,  and  when,  in  1850,  it  was  merged  into  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Co.,  Capt.  Buckingham  still 
retained  his  interest  as  a  stockholder  in  the  new 
concern,  but  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death,  in  con- 
sequence of  growing  intirmities  of  age  he  withdrew 
from  active  business  pursuits. 

Capt.  Buckingham  possessed  only  a  common 
school  education,  but  he  cultivated  and  improved 
his  mind  by  extensive  reading  and  intercourse  with 
m,en  which  amply  qualified  him  to  take  part  in 
town,  legislative  and  educational  aftairs.  He  had  a 
taste  for  general  literature  and  knew  how  to  appre- 
ciate the  genius  of  Shakejpeare,  and  other  literary 
authors  of  eminence.  A  man  of  sound  practical 
views  and  of  strict  integrity,  he  was  often  called 
upon  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  fill  responsible  posi- 
tions in  the  administration  of  public  atTairs,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  discharged  with  fidelity,  and  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  public  weal.  He  had  repre- 
sented both  W'atertown  and  \\'aterbury  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  in  183S  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Senate  from  the  Sixteenth  district. 

Capt.  Buckingham  died  }klay  3,  1867.  He  was 
buried  with  ^Masonic  honors,  having  been  in  his 
life  time  very  much  attached  to  that  fraternity.  He 
was  identified  with  the  Episcopal  church. 

Hex.  Scovill  ^Merrill  Bcckixgiiam,  son  of 
Capt.  John  and  Betsey  (Scovill)  Buckingham,  was 
born  Aug.  11,  181 1,  in  \\'ateri0wn,  Conn.  Young 
Buckingham  received  only  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. He  was  prepared  for  a  mercantile  business 
in  a  public  school  in  Farmington.  Conn.,  along  with 
his  boyhood  friend  afterward  the  Hon.  John  P. 
Elton.  Returning  from  school  he  entered  the  store 
of  his  uncles,  J.  AI.  L.  and  William  H.  Scovill,  in 
the  spring  of  1827.  He  remained  in  the  store  for 
a  number  of  years,  then  was  transferred  to  Scovill's 
button  factory  to  superintend  the  same.  In  1839  or 
•1840  a  co-partnership  was  formed  and  called  Sco- 
vill &  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  S20.000,  and  Mr.  Buck- 
ingham was  associated  with  his  uncles,  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Alaraham  Ives.  He  continued  pros- 
perously in  that  concern  until  the  formation  of  the 
Scovill  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  in  1850,  with  a  capital 
of  $250,000,  when  the  original  company  and  a  but- 
ton company  in  which  his  father  was  largely  inter- 
ested were  merged  into  the  new  concern.  After  the 
death  of  his  uncles,  J.  M.  L.  and  William  H.  Sco- 
vill, Mr.  liuckingham  was  made  president  of  the 
company.  This  position  lie  held  until  succeeded  by 
Sanuiel  ^^^  Hall.  Mr.  Buckingham  was  always  in- 
terested in  the  prosperity  of  ^^'aterbury,  and  was 
largely  engaged  in  the  formation  of  several  manu- 


facturing compam'es  from  1848  to  i860,  and  was 
president  of  many  of  then].  Pie  was  one  of  the 
early  directors  of  the  Waterbury  National  Bank. 
He  was  president  of  the  riymoi'ilh  Granite  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Buckingham  took  great  ])ride  in  buiid- 
nig  houses.  The  block  of  residences  on  \\'il!ow 
street  known  as  the  Buckingham  block,  the  first 
of  the  kind  in  Waterbury,  was  his  idea.  The  con- 
stant improvement  in  real  estate  tliroughout  the 
city  gave  evidence  of  his  interest  in  public  matters. 
He  was  a  liberal  coniribiUor  to  the  Xaugatuck 
railroad  and  to  the  Hartford  and  Fishkiir(,now 
the  New  England)  railroad,  whereby  Waterbury 
was  given  increased  facilities  to  New  York  and 
Boston.  Mr.  Buckingham  was  instrumental  in 
forming  the  Wheeler  eK:  \\'ilson  Sewing  Macliine 
Co.,  in  which  he  always  held  an  interest.  He  was 
connected  with  many  other  cnier])riscs.  The  poor 
and  oppressed  always  found  in  him  a  kind  friend. 
In  his  early  manhood  he  developed  an  interest  in 
religiousniatters,  and  for  over  fifty  years  he  was  an 
active  officer  in  the  Church.  He  succeeded  in  1854 
his  uncle,  \\'illiam  H.  Scovill,  as  senior  warden  in 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church.  He  gavt  liberallv 
toward  the  building  of  the  present  church  edifice, 
and  also  of  Trinity  College  and  other  churcli 
institutions  about  the  country.  At  one  time  he 
represented  the  Whig  party  in  the  State  Legislature. 

"!Mr.  Buckingham  was  an  active  young  man, 
full  of  animal  spirits,  very  fond  of  a  good  horse 
and  a  good  gun,  as  was  his  father  before  him. 
Years  and  cares  sobered  his  spirits,  and  he  be- 
came the  grave,  sedate,  scrupulously  neat  and  re- 
fined person  familiar  to  the  elder  ones  of  the  present 
generation." 

On  I\Iay  18,  1835,  Mr.  Buckingham  was  married 
to  Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of  Aaron  Benedict;  she 
died  Jan.  9,  1S87.  One  child,  John  A.,  was  born 
to  the  marriage.  Scovill  ^Merrill  Buckingham  died 
April  7,  18S9. 

Joiix  A.  BuCKiNGii.-\M,  only  child  of  Scovill 
I\I.  and  Charlotte  A.  (Benedict)  Buckingham,  born 
xVpril  I,  1839,  married,  in  1870,  Anna  McClean. 
daughter  of  Samuel  AlcClean,  of  New  York,  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Chapman, 
of  Hartford. 

INGERSOLL.  The  ancestors  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven family  bearing  this  name,  and  their  posterity 
ii:  turn,  have  dwelt  in  New  England  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  or  more  years,  and  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  in  New  Haven,  where  they  have  fig- 
ured conspicuously  in  public  allairs.  Colonial,  State 
and  National.  There  they  have  been  a  family  of 
lawyers,  men  of  great  eminence  in  the  profession. 
Such  characters  as  Hon.  Jared,  Judge  Jonathan, 
Hon.  Ralph  I..  Judge  Charles  A..  Gov.  Charles  R. 
and  Hon.  Colin  M.  and  his  son,  George  P.  Inger- 
soll,  liave  reflected  great  honor  upon  the  profession, 
the  State,  the  Nation  and  the  name,  and  constitute 
within  themselves  a  family  galaxy  of  distinguished 
lawyers  and  public  men.  ' 
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Hon.  Colin  M.  and  Hon.  Charles  R.  Ingersoll, 
brolliers,  still  members  of  the  Bar  of  Xew  Haven, 
though  advanced  in  life,  are  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  John  Ingersoll,  who  was  at  Hartford  in  1653 
or  earlier,  then  at  Northampton  and  W'cstficld. 
Mass.,  respectively,  dying  in  1684.  His  third  wife 
was  MarA-  Hunt,  a  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Web- 
ster. From  this  John  Ingersoll  Colin  M.  and 
Charles  R.  Ingersoll  trace  their  line  of  descent 
through  Jonathan,  Rev.  Jonathan,  Judge  Jonathan 
and   Rali)h   I.   Ingersoll. 

(II)  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  son  of  John,  of  Hart- 
ford, born  in  1681,  in  1712  married  Widow  Sarah 
Miles,  who  died  in  1748,  aged  sixty-two  years.  In 
1698  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  a  resident  of  Milford,  Con- 
ncctictit. 

(III)  Rev.  Jonathan  Ingersoll.  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  alxiut  1713  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  married  in 
1740  Dorcas,  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  Moss,  of 
Derby.  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1736  and  entered  the  ministry,  being  li- 
censed Feb.  15,  1738,  by  the  Presbytery  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  X.  J.  He  lived  for  a  time  in  Newark,  N. 
J.  On  Aug.  8,  1739,  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Ridgeficid  (Conn.)  Congregational  Church,  suc- 
ceeding Rev.  Thomas  Hawley,  who  died  in  1738. 
and  becoming  the  society's  second  pastor.  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  mind  and  good  heart  and  served  the 
church  witli  great  faithfulness  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  2,  177S,  when  he  was  in  the 
sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age  and  the  fortieth  6f  his 
ministry.  In  1758  he  joined  the  Colonial  troops  as 
chaplain,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  is  said  to  have 
exerted  an  excellent  influence  on  the  army  and  to 
have  been  highly  respected  by  the  soldiers. 

(HI)  'Hon.  Jared  Ingersoll,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  brother  of  Rev.  Jonathan,  born  in  1722,  in  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.,  married  (first)  in  1743  Hannah  Whit- 
ing, who  died  in  1779;  and  (second)  in  1780  he 
married  Hannah  Ailing.  In  1742  he  was  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  and  soon  afterward  settled  i;i  the 
practice  of  law  in  New  Haven.  In  1757  he  went  to 
Great  I'ritain  as  agent  of  the  Colony,  receiving  a 
special  appointment  from  the  General  Assembly ; 
he  went  again  in  1764,  and  during  this  last  visit 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  stamp  master,  and  as 
such  was  famous.  In  1770  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Crown  judge  of  the  vice-admiralty  court  in  the 
middle  district  of  the  Colony  and  went  to  Phila- 
delphia to  reside.  The  office  was  abolished  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  ^when  he  re- 
turned to  New  Haven  to  live  and  there  his  death 
occurred  in  1781.  Judge  Ingersoll  was  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  his  time,  was  remarkably  eloquent, 
and  as  a  lawyer  made  the  cause  of  his  client  clear 
to  the  jury  by  his  power  of  explicit  statement  and 
his  logical  method  of  reasoning.  His  manner  was 
open,  frank  anil  engaging  and  he  was  verv  success- 
ful. 

(IV)  Judge  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  son  of  Rev. 
Jonatlian,  born  in  1747,  in  Ridgefield.  Conn.,  mar- 


ried Grace,  daughter  of  Ralph  Isaacs,  of  Branford. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1766.  1k-- 
coming  a  lawyer  and  locating  for  practice  at  New 
Haven,  where  for  many  years  he  pursued  his  pro- 
fession with  great  industry,  fidelity  and  success. 
I'.efore  he  had  reached  middle  life,  by  the  unso- 
licited suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  entered 
public  life  and  became  one  of  the  purest  states- 
men Connecticut  has  ever  had.  For  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  and  was  once 
elected  to  the  Con.gress  of  the  United  States,  but  de- 
clined to  accept  the  honor.  From  1798  to  1801  he 
was  on  the  Pencil  of  the  Superior  Court  and  in  181 1 
he  succeeded  Gov.  Smith  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors,  serving  as  such  until  1816.  Soon 
afterward  he  re-entered  the  field  of  political  life  and 
he  was  one  of  those  who  did  most  to  secure  the 
final  overthrow  of  the  Federalists.  The  Toleration 
party,  led  by  Judge  Ingersoll  and  Oliver  Wolcott, 
carried  the  State  in  1818  and  they  were  elected  lieu- 
tenant-governor and  governor,  respectively.  It  had 
been  a  long  struggle  of  the  people  against  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  people  had  triumphed.  Judge  Inger- 
soll held  the  office  until  after  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution.  He  died  in  New  Haven  Jan. 
12,  1823.  '    : 

(\')  Hon.  Charles  Anthony  Ingersoll,  son  of 
Judge  Jonathan,  was  born  Oct.  19.  1798,  in  New 
Haven,  studied  law  under  the  direction  of  his  elder 
brother,  Hon.  Ralph  I.,  and  attained  eminence  at 
the  Bar,  serving  as  State's  attorney  from  1849  to- 
1853.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  appointed  by  Pres- 
ident Pierce  Judge  of  the  United  States  District 
Court  of  Connecticut,  and  continued  in  such  posi- 
tion tmtil  his  death,  Jan.  12,   i860. 

(\  )  Hon.  Ralph  Isaacs  Ingersoll.  son  of  Jud.ge 
Jonathan,  and  the  father  of  Hon.  Colin  M.  and 
Hon.  Charles  Roberts  Ingersoll.  of  New  Haven, 
was  born  Feb.  8,  1789,  in  New  Haven.  After  his 
graduation  from  Yale  College,  in  1808.  he  read  law 
for  two  }ears  under  Hon.  Seth  P.  Staples  and  then 
opened  an  office  in  New  Haven.  The  period  was 
an  interesting  one.  Pierpont  Edwards,  able  and 
eloquent,  had  recently  been  transferred  to  the  Bench 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  leav- 
ing at  the  Bar,  as  its  most  prominent  members,  Da- 
vid Daggett,  Nathan  Smith  and  S.  P.  Staples,  each 
pre-eminent  in  his  way.  It  is  the  best  evidence  of 
Mr.  Ingersoll's  energy  and  talent  that  he  was  alile, 
in  the  presence  and  by  the  side  of  these  strong  men, 
first  to  stand  erect,  then  to  attain  eminence.  \\"liile 
still  young  Mr.  Ingersoll  became  interested  in  poli- 
tics. Though  by  birth  a  Federalist,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  presented  whether  Connecticut  should 
longer  have  a  State  religion  and  Congregationalists 
be  a  privileged  sect  he.  with  his  father  and  other 
influential  churchmen,  took  the  side  of  equal  rights, 
and  in  1817  became  a  Toleralionist.  As  a  "member 
of  the  new  party  he  was  chosen,  two  years  later, 
to  represent  New  Haven,  previously  a  strong  Fed- 
eral  town,  in  the  Legislature.     The  session  which 
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followed,  on  account  of  ilic  new  Constitution,  was 
an  important  one,  ami  he  ininieilialclv  took  a  high 
position  among  the  leaders  in  debate.  Mr.  Ingersoll 
was  a  working  meniher,  faithful  to  his  trust  and 
probably  the  ablest  man  on  his  side.  L'ntil  wanted 
for  a  higher  place  he  was  retained  there,  in  1S20 
and  1821  being  made  chairman  of  the  I'inancc  com- 
mittee, and  in  1S24  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House. 

In  1825  Air.  Ingersoll  was  elected  representative 
to  Congress,  which  election  vacated  his  seat  in  the 
Legislature,  to  which  he  had  been  again  chosen. 
For  eight  years  he  was  continued  in  Congress,  sup- 
porting during  the  first  four  the  administration  of 
President  ;\danis,  and  afterward  acting  with  the 
I^ational  Republicans,  led  by  Henry  Clay.  For  four 
years  he  served  on  the  Ways  and  Means  commit- 
tee, which  was  the  most  important  committee  in  the 
House,  and  during  the  last  two  years  he  held  tlii' 
second  place  on  that  committee.  Able,  industrious 
and  vigilant,  he  rose  rapidly  and  steadily,  from  the 
start  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  While  a  mem- 
"ber  of  Congress  Mr.  Ingersoll  served  one  term  as 
mayor  of  New  Haven.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
Congressional  career,  in  1S33,  he  returned  to  New 
Haven  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1834 
he  supported  the  administration  of  President  Jack- 
son and  in  1S35  he  was  selected  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  he  declined  the 
great  honor  and  several  times  declined  nomination 
for  governor  when  his  party  was  in  power,  and  it 
is  stated  that  he  could  have  had  any  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  people.  While  in  Congress  he  became  an  in- 
timate friend  of  Mr.  Polk,  and  when  that  gentle- 
man was  elected  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
1846,  he  appointed  Mr.  Ingersoll  minister  to  Russia 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  which  honor  was 
accepted.  After  an  absence  of  two  years  at  St. 
Petersburg  he  gladly  returned  to  his  profession  and 
for  twenty  years  practiced  law  witli  unabateil  vigor 
and  never  with  greater  success.  He  loved  the  law 
and  with  great  energy  devoted  himself  to  it,  through 
a  long  life,  desiring  to  attain  excellence  and  emi- 
nence in  the  profession,  and  on  that  objective  poiin 
were  brought  to  bear  the  converged  forces  of  his 
whole  nature.  Mr.  Ingersoll  hail  a  noble  endow- 
ment of  intellect,  vigorous  and  well-balanced  and 
<)bedient  to  his  will,  equipped  witii  all  needful  adorn- 
ment, and  was  a  hard  student  of  both  books  and 
liuman  nature. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  noted  for  the  proportionate 
and  harmonious  development  of  all  his  jwwers.  That 
lie  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  close  thinl<er,  adequately 
learned  and  familiar  with  the  whole  field  of  practice. 
all  admit.  His  voice,  pleasant,  almost  musical  and 
•of  unusual  compass,  could  be  heard  distinctly  in  its 
lowest  tones.  The  ready,  fluent  speech,  graceful 
delivery  and  active  but  natural  gesticulation,  the 
■energetic,  earnest  maimer  and  countenance  which 
mirrored  every  thought — all  contributed  to  his 
power  as  an  advocate.  While  his  language  was 
select,  his  argument  was  clear,  logical,  compact  and 


complete.  Fniincntly  ])crsuasivc,  forgetting  noth- 
ing and  digressing  rarely,  he  touched  lightly  on  the 
weaker  points  and  knew  where  to  place  the  strain. 
If  tlic  chain  broke  the  fault  was  not  his.  Though 
speaking  well,  with  little  iiremcditation.  .Mr.  Inger- 
soll was  accustomed  to  prejiare  his  cases  thoroughly, 
looked  at  both  sides  and  weighed  opjOTsing  consider- 
ations. Well  fortified  himself  he  was  (|uick  to  see 
and  expose  an  unguarded  ])oint  in  the  enemy,  dex- 
terously driving  home  his  advantage.  Though  when 
speaking  to  the  court,  or  a  deliberative  body,  he 
addressed  himself  wholly  to  the  intellect,  using  little 
ornament :  when  standing  before  a  jury  or  popular 
assembly  he  gave  himself  more  liberty;  was  some- 
times impetuous,  often  eloquent.  On  these  occa- 
sions he  would  show  his  power  over  the  common 
mind,  putting  himself  in  contact  with  those  primi- 
tive sentiments,  convictions  and  instincts  which  lie 
at  the  foundation  of  human  nature  and  which  are 
older  than  reason.  With  his  hand  on  the  hidden 
springs  of  action,  he  shajjed  and  directed  the  cere- 
bral movements,  awakened  emotion  or  quickened 
the  sense  of  right,  carrying  his  auditors  whither  he 
would.  Says  one  of  large  experience :  "He  was 
the  best  public  speaker  I  ever  saw.  In  a  notable 
degree  he  possessed  the  personal  magnetism  bv  the 
aid  of  which  the  orator  sways  and  sets  on  fire  the 
sympathetic  multitude.  At  one  time  lie  was  wittv 
and  humorous,  at  another  serious  and  pathetic,  and 
could  be  sarcastic.  Oppression  of  the  weak  by  the 
strong  he  would  vehemently  denounce :  a  prevari- 
cating witness  flay,  if  he  could." 

Being  an  accomplished  and  experienced  writer 
Mr.  Ingersoll  was  conscientiously  scrupulous  con- 
cerning his  facts  and  would  state  nothing  that  was 
not  wholly  and  exactly  true.  Xo  man  ever  lived  a 
purer  or  more  exemplary  life  than  he.  His  cliarac- 
ter  was  adorned  by  all  the  ]niblic  and  private  virtues. 
Honorable,  manly  and  just,  it  is  believed  he  was 
never  guilty  of  a  deed  of  meanness  or  conscious 
wrong. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  was  delicately  organized,  of  mod- 
erate stature,  slender,  straight,  and  of  healthy  con- 
stitution.    For  his  size,  his  head  was  large,  full  in 
the  frontal  region  and  prominent  at  the  angles,  with 
finely-cut  features,  thing  lips  and  dark  eyes  well  pro- 
tected by  jutting  brows.      Till   nearly  eightv.   witli 
unclouded   intellect,  he  continued  his  practice,  and 
till  the  last  went  daily  to  his  office  when  health  per- 
mitted.    There  he  would  sit.  reading  and  writircr. 
I  giving  a  cordial  welcome  to  any  friend  who  might 
I  call.     His  intimate  acquaintance  with  political   life 
I  and  character,  taken  in  connection  with  his  urbanity, 
I  kindness,  candor  and  sini])le  flignity,  made  his  con- 
1  versation  extremely  interesting.    On  Aug.  26.  1872, 
I   he  died  without   an  enemy.      In   his  last  years   he 
j  was  a  communicant  of  Trinity  Church. 
;         On  Feb,  10,  1814,  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  married  to 
1  Margaret  \'an  den  Heuvel,  of  Dutch  parentage,  of 
I   New  York,  a  lady  of  great  energy  and  discretion, 
;        Ho.v.  CoLix  McCr.\e  IxGEiisoLL,  a  son  of  Hon. 
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Kallili  Isaacs  and  brother  of  Hon.  Charles  Robert 
jni^crsoll,  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  that  city 
.March  ii,  1819,  and  was  prepared  for  coUeg-e  at 
,\"e\v  Haven,  pursuing  a  course  of  study  at  Trinity 
C'ollejje,  and  graduating-,  in  1839,  from  Yale  Law 
.School.  In  1843  he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Senate  and  served  as  such.  During  the  year.* 
1S47  and  1848  he  was  secretary  of  legation  at  the 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  From  1851  to 
1855  he  was  a  representative  in  the  United  States 
Congress,  at  Washington,  from  the  New  Haven 
District,  and  from  1867  to  1871  he  was  adjutant- 
general  of  Connecticut.  Gen.  Ingersoll  has  inher- 
ited many  of  the  traits  of  his  distinguished  father 
and  forefathers.  He  is  an  affable  and  courteous 
gentleman,  companionable  and  an  interesting  con- 
versationalist. 

On  Oct.  26,  1853,  in  Grace  Church,  at  Pratts- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Harriet,  daughter  of  Hon.  Zadock  and  Abigail 
P.  (Watson)  Pratt,  and  to  them  have  come  children 
as  follows:  Mary  E.,  born  Aug.  19.  1854;  Colin 
AlcCrae,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  i,  1858,  now  chief  engineer 
of  the  Consolidated  Road  :  George  P.,  born  .April  24, 
1861,  who  was  married  Xov.  3.  1S91,  to  Miss  Alice, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Orlando  \Vethcrspoon,  of  New 
Haven  ;  and  Maud  ^Margaret  Seymour,  who  married 
George  W.  J.  Angell. 

George  P.  Ingersoll  obtained  his  education  in 
the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  of  Xew  Plaven,  and 
in  Trinity  College,  at  Hartford,  graduating  from 
the  former  in  1879  'i"d  from  the  latter  in  18S3.  After 
being  prepared  for  the  law  at  Yale  Law  School  he 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1883,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  that  same  year,  and  has  since  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  New  Haven  and  in  New- 
York.  In  i88g  he  was  appointed  United  States  com- 
missioner, and  in  1893  a  n-iember  of  the  Connecticu: 
board  of  health. 

Mrs.  Julia  H.  (Pratt)  Ingersoll  is  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Lieut.  William 
Pratt,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family,  sup- 
I>osed  to  have  come  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  to 
what  is  now  Cambridge,  ^lass.,  in  1632,  thence  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  to  Saybrook.  In  1636  he  mar- 
ried Eliza'beth  Clark,  daughter  of  John,  first  of 
Saybrook,  and  afterward  of  Milford.  Air.  Pra'.t 
attended  die  General  Court  as  a  deputy  the  twentv- 
third  and  last  time  in  1678,  in  which  year  he  died. 
From  this  Lieut.  William  Pratt  Mrs.  Iiigersoirs  line 
of  descent  is  through  Capt.  William!  Benjamin, 
Zephaniah,  Zadock  and  Hon.  Zadock  Pratt. 

(II)  Capt.  William  Pratt,  son  of  Lieut.  Will- 
iam, was  born  in  1653  and  n-iarried  Hannah  Kirt- 
land.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  the  civil,  military 
and  religious  affairs  of  the  town  and  died  iii 
1718. 

(III)  Benjamin  Pratt,  son  of  Capt,  William, 
'"'rn  alx)ut  1681,  n-iarried  in  1702  Anna,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Bates. 


(I\')  Zcphaniaii  Pratt,  son  of  Benjamin,  liorn 
about  1712,  died  in  1758.  His  wife's  name  was 
Abigail. 

(\')  Zadock  Pratt,  son  of  Zephaniali,  born  in 
1755,  married  in  1781  Hannah,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Pickett,  of  New  Milford,  Conn.  Mr.  Pickett 
entered  the  service  early  in  tlie  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  continued  therein  until  1783;  was  at  Dor- 
chester Heights,  near  Boston,  served  in  the  main 
body  of  the  army  on  Long  Island,  was  taken  pris- 
oner in  the  battle  of  Aug.  27,  1776.  and  for  a  time 
was  confined  in  the  Middle  Dutch  Church,  New 
York,  and  also  in  the  old  sugar  house  and  was  later 
transferred  to  the  "Whitby"  prison  ship.  After  his 
release  he  returned  to  the  army  and  was  engaged  in 
the  storming  of  Stony  .Point,  by  Gen.  Wayne,  in 
1779.  After  his  discharge  he  ren-ioved  to  Stephen- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  he  died  at  what  is  now  Jewett 
City,  N.  Y.,  in  1828. 

(VI)  Hon.  Zadock  Pratt,  son  of  Zadock,  and 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Julia  H.  (Pratt)  Ingersoll,  born 
Oct.  3,  1790,  married  (third)  March  16.  1S35,  Abi- 
gail P.,  daughter  of  Wheeler  Watson,  of  Rensselaer- 
ville,  N.  Y.  \\'hen  a  young  man  he  resided  in  Lex- 
ington, N.  Y.,  and  from  there,  in  1814,  joined  the 
forces  raised  by  Gov.  Tompkins  for  the  defense  oi 
New  York.  In  1824  he  moved  to  Schohariekill.  since 
known,  in  compliment  to  him,  as  Prattsville.  After 
erecting  the  largest  tannery  in  the  country,  foi 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  carried  on  the 
leather  business  in  this,  and  two  other  extensive 
works  of  the  same  kind,  elsewhere.  From  1822  to 
1826  he  was  colonel  of  the  ii6th  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  represented 
his  district  in  Congress  two  terms,  being  elected  in 
1836  and  again  in  1842,  and  his  career  in  that  body 
was  pre-eminently  successful  and  commanded  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  members.  As  a 
legislator  he  proved,  as  he  had  before  shown  him- 
self, a  business  man  as  well  as  a  public  official,  and 
was  identified  widi  important  measures.  In  the 
five  sessions  of  Congress  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber he  was  never  absent  a  day.  For  several  years 
he  was  president  of  the  Prattsville  Bank,  a  private 
institution.  In  1836  he  was  one  of  the  electors  for 
President  and  \'ice-President.  and  as  such  cast  his 
vote  for  Martin  \'an  Euren  and  Richard  M.  John- 
son. Again  in  1852  Col.  Pratt  was  a  member  of  the 
Electoral  College  in  New  York,  was  chosen  its 
president,  and  with  his  colleagues,  cast  the  vote  of 
the  State  for  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  Presidency  and  Mce-Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  Franklin  Pierce  and  William  R. 
King.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  Col.  Pratt  was 
a  great  traveler,  visiting  repeatedly  the  ^^'est  India 
Islands,  England  and  the  continent  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  traveling  extensively  in  this  country.  Dur- 
ing his  declining  years  he  became  a  dairy  farmer 
and  was  as  successful  in  that  line  as  he  had  been  as 
a  tanner,  legislator  and  banker. 
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KINGSBURY.  For  more  than  one  hundred 
years  representatives  of  the  Kingslmry  family  liavc 
been  cons])icuous  in  the  history  of  W'aterbury. 
Judge  John  Kinf;sbury,  Charles  Denison  Kingsbury 
and  lion.  Frederick  John  Kingsbury — father,  son 
and  grandson — have  played  well  their  parts  in  the 
religious,  social  and  business  life  of  that  city.  The 
branch  of  the  family  to  which  Judge  John  Kingsbury 
belonged  was  established  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Franklin,  then  a  part  of  Norwich,  New  London 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  the  person  of  Joseph  Kingsbury,  the 
Judge's  great-grandfather,  who  was  at  Haverhill, 
Alass.,  in  1637.  Joseph  was  a  son  of  Henry  Kings- 
bury, who  was  at  Ipswich  a  few  years  earlier,  in 
1633.  The  latter  was  probably  a  nephew  of  Henry 
Kingsbury,  an  emigrant  from  England  with  Win- 
throp  in  1630.  [Savage's  Gen.  Diet,  and  Blake's 
History  of  Franklin,  Conn.] 

Judge  John  Kingsbury,  of  Franklin  and  W'ater- 
bury, son  of  Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  was  born  Dec. 
30,  1762,  at  Norwich  Farms  (now  Franklin),  Conn. 
He  remained  on  the  farm  until  seventeen,  when  he 
was  prepared  for  Yale  College  under  the  direction 
of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Charles  Backus,  an  eminent  min- 
ister, of  Somers.  In  the  following  year  young 
Kingsbury  entered  Yale  College,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time,  the  college  exercises  being  temporarily 
suspended  by  the  Res'olution.  He  then  became  en- 
gaged as  a  marine  on  board  a  privateer,  made  two 
cruises  and  assisted  in  taking  two  prizes.  Subse- 
quently he  returned  to  Yale,  was  graduated  in  1786, 
and  coming  to  W'aterbury  was  assistant  to  Joseph 
Badger,  the  principal  of  the  academy  there,  which 
was  opened  the  year  previous.  In  the  spring  of 
1788  he  entered  the  law  school  of  Judge  Reeve,  at 
Litchfield,  and  in  1790  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
Litchfield.  The  following  year  he  settled  in  practice 
at  W'aterbury.  In  1793  he  was  chosen  town  clerk 
and  held  the  office  much  of  the  time  until  1818.  He 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  in  1796  and  con- 
tinued in  office  until  1830.  He  represented  W'ater- 
bury seventeen  times  in  the  Legislature.  In  1801, 
on  the  death  of  Judge  Hopkins.  "Squire  Kingsbury 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  probate 
and  county  courts.  He  held  the  latter  office  until 
AJay,  1820,  the  last  year  as  presiding  judge.  He 
was  continued  as  judge  of  proljate  until  disquali- 
fied by  age,  in  the  year  1832.  He  died  .\ug.  26, 
1844.  Dr.  Henry  I'.ronson,  in  his  History  of  W'ater- 
bury. published  in  1858.  says  of  Judge  Kingsbury: 
"He  acquired  in  an  eminent  degree  xhe  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He 
lield  manv  jniblic  ofifices  and  always  discharged  his 
duties  faith  full  V  and  acceptably.  From  the  death 
of  Judge  Hopkiiis  to  the  tiine  of  his  decease  no 
man  in  the  town  was  more  honored,  respected  and 
loved.  Judge  Kingsbury  was  a  popidar  man,  but 
he  became  so  in  consec|uence  of  the  benevr.lence  of 
his  character,  his  kindly  sympathies,  his  agreeable 
manners  and  many  excellent  qualities.  He  never 
sacrifice'!  principle  or  consistencx'.     He  was  a  good 


neighbor  and  trusty  friend.  Lively  in  his  manner, 
ea.sy  in  conversation,  often  facetious  in  his  remarks, 
his  company  was  sought  by  persons  of  all  ages  and 
classes.  Ilis  long  aquiline  nose,  the  benevolent 
smile  which  usually  jjlayed  on  his  countenance,  and 
liis  winning  wa\-.  can  never  be  forgotten  by  those 
who  knew  him." 

On  Nov.  6,  1794,  Judge  Kingsbury  was  married 
to  Marcia,  daughter  of  Stephen  Bronson.  She  died 
March  21,  1813.  Their  children  were :  Charles  D., 
Julius  J.   B.,  John  S.  and  Sarah  S. 

Ch.mu.ks  Di:ms().n-  Ki.\c,snruv.  In  the  death 
of  this  venerable  citizen  of  W'aterbury,  whose  life 
in  the  town  spanned  almost  one  hundred  years,  the 
city  lost  one  of  the  very  few  people  who  connected 
the  W'aterbury  of  iScjo  with  a  previous  ccnturv, 
and  one  who  had  lived  under  the  administrations 
of  all  the  Presidents  of  our  country  up  to  Che  time 
of  his  death.  Jan.  16.  1S90. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  born  Nov.  7.  1795,  in  W'at- 
erbury, son  of  Judge  John  Kingsbury.^  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  the  town  and  at  the  school 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Parker,  of  Ellsworth,  a  village  of 
the  town  of  Sharon,  Conn.  From  about  1812  he 
was  for  several  years  clerk  in  a  store  in  W'aterburv 
and  traveled  in  the  South  selling  clocks  and  books. 
In  the  winter  of  18202 1  he  was  Philadelphia  agent 
for  the  firm  of  Lewis,  Griley  &  Lewis,  button  mak- 
ers, of  N'augatuck.  The  following  spring  he  leased 
and  subsequently  purchased  the  store  in  which  he 
had  formerly  been  a  clerk  and  carried  on  mercantile 
business  for  nearly  twenty  years  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacturing  b'lsiness.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  become,  by  inheritance  and  bv  pur- 
chase, a  considerable  owner  of  real  estate,  and  be- 
ing in  somewhat  delicate  health  and  preferring  an 
outdoor  life,  he  gave  up  business  as  a  merchant  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  his 
land  and  to  transactions  in  real  estate  and  in  such 
\\-ays  was  occupied  for  half  a  century.  In  his  vouth 
Mr.  Kingsbury  was  very  delicate  and  never  became 
robust.  Recognizing  in  himself  a  tendency  to  con- 
sumption he  considered  it  necessary  to  take  es- 
pecial care  of  his  health.  He  accordinglv  lived  in 
a  very  quiet  way  and  his  habits  were  exceedinglv 
simple.  Thus  he  prolonged  his  life  until  he  entered 
upon  his  ninety-fifth  year  and  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties  to  the 
very  last.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  an 
obituary  notice  of  Mr.  Kingsliur_\'.  published  in  the 
W  aterbury  .-Inicricnii  at  the  time  of  his  death: 

.\  life  so  nniet  .iikI  inconsniciious  .is  Mr.  Kinorjhurv's 
calls  for  bm  little  coinment.  It  w.-is  full  of  activitv.  Imt 
ahogcther  unobtrusive.  He  fulfilled  with  grejit  fidelity 
the  various  duties  of  a  citizen,  a  church  member,  a  house- 
holder, and  a  iieiehbor.  but  did  it  ui  a  way  so  unostenta- 
tious and  so  simple  tliat  the  impression  he  made  unon  tlie 
community  did  not  serve  as  a  measure  of  his  ability  and 
breadth.  Xot  alone  in  his  Puritan  simplicity,  but  in  his 
clear-licadcdncss  and  intellectual  .streng-th.  he  was  a  fine 
representative  of  the  older  generations  of  Xew  England 
u'en.  While  indifferent  to  many  of  the  modern  novelties 
and    notions,    he    had   a    clear   apprehension    of   what    was 
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rinlly  valuahle  in  niir  modern  life,  and  was  prompt  to 
place  himself  in  sympathy  with  it.  Ho  did  not  produce 
npon  those  who  talked  with  him  the  impression  that  he 
was  being  left  heliind  in  the  movements  of  events:  he 
was  a  man  of  the  times.  At  the  same  time  he  delighted 
in  the  memories  of  the  past.  His  memory  was  good  and 
his  conversational  gifts  were  of  a  liigh  order:  so  that'  it 
was  a  real  pleasure  to  sit  beside  him  and  look  npon  his 
vivid  word  pictures  of  the  days  that  are  no  more.  The 
le-^sons  of  such  a  life  cannot  be  measured  off  or  num- 
bered, and  they  are  of  a  kind  wliich  would  gain  but  little 
heed  from  this  busy  world  of  ours.  But  we  cannot  but 
regret  that  tliere  are  so  few  to-day  who  covet  that  life  of 
simplicity  and  quici  i)eace  which  Mr.  Kingsbury  through 
all   these  years  has   su   beautifully  illustrated. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  Cluirch  when  in  his  twenty-secontl 
year  and  remained  in  full  communion  therewith 
tliroughont  his  Hte  and  he  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death  the  oldest  member  of  the  church.  On  March 
5,  1821.  'Mr.  Kingsbury  was  married  to  Eliza, 
clatighter  of  Dr.  Frederick  Leavenworth.  She  died 
Xov.  16,  1852,  leaving  two  children:  Frederick  J.; 
and  Sarah  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Franklin  Carter, 
president  of  Williams  College.  ( )n  Xov.  24,  1859, 
Mr.  Kingsbttry  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Deacoii  Elijah  Hotchkiss,  and  she  died  Dec.  7,  1873. 

Frederick  John  KixGsr,L"KV,  the  only  son  of 
Charles  Denison  and  Eliza  (Leavenworth)  Kings- 
bury, was  born  in  Waterbury  Jan.  i,  1823.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  town  and  also 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  partly  in  study  with  his  ma- 
ternal uncle.  Rev.  Abner  J.  Leavenworth,  in  Mr- 
ginia.  He  completed  his  preparation  for  college 
with  Rev.  Seth  Fuller,  at  that  time  principal  of  the 
Waterbury  Academy  and  graduated  from  Yale  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1846.  He  studied  law  in  Yale 
Law  School  under  Judge  Storrs  and  Isaac  H. 
Townsend  and  with  Hon.  Charles  G.  Loring,  of 
T^.oston,  and  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Perkins,  of  Hartford. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Boston  Bar  in  .1848.  ]^Ir. 
Kingsbury  opened  an  office  in  Waterbury  in  1849, 
but  in  1853  he  abandoned  the  law  for  the  banking 
business,  in  which  and  in  manufactures  and  other 
business  enterprises  he  has  since  been  engaged.  In 
1850  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature. 
He  was  a  member  also  of  the  Legislatures  of  1858 
and  1865,  in  both  of  which  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Banks.  In  186^  he  was  a  member 
of  the  cointnittee  on  a  Revision  of  the  Statutes 
of  Connecticut.  Having  his  attention  directed  to 
savings  banks  and  believing  that  a  savings  bank- 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  people  of  Waterlniry  he 
obt.-:tined  a  charter  for  one.  He  was  appointed  its 
treasurer  and  has  successfully  administered  its  af- 
fairs since  that  titne.  In  1853,  in  connection  with 
Abram  Ives,  he  established  the  Citizens'  Bank,  of 
\''hich  he  has  been  president  for  many  years.  In 
.lanuary,  1858,  ]\Ir.  Kingsburv  was  made  a  direc- 
''ir  of  the  Scovill  Maiuifacturing  Co.  Lie  was  sec- 
retary of  that  company  from  March.  1862,  to  Jan- 
";try,  1864,  atul  treasurer  from  March,  1862,  to 
January,  1866.     In  1868  he  succeeded  S.  W.  Hall 


as  j>rcsident  and  has  held  tiint  office  ever  since.  He 
is  secretary  of  the  Detroit  &  Lake  Superior  Copper 
Co.,  organized  in  1867;  was  for  a  numljer  of  years 
a  director  of  the  New  York  &  Xew  I-Jigland  KM- 
road  :  and  is  a  director  of  the  Xatigatuck  Railroad. 
Mr.  King.sbury  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Bronson 
Library  Fund  since  its  recei>tion  by  the  city  in  186S; 
is  a  memljer  of  the  board  of  agents  of  the  library, 
and  chairman  of  the  Book  committee.  He  lias  been 
treasurer  of  the  Protestant  Ei)iscopal  IDiocese  of 
Connecticut  since  1879.  In  1881  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College  and 
was  re-elected  in  1887  and  again  in  1893.  -^^  the 
time  of  his  second  re-election  the  Waterbury  Amer- 
ican  (June  29,  1893)   spoke  of  him  is  follows: 

Of  1600  votes  he  received  all  but  about  2CQ.  His  re- 
election was  so  generally  regarded  as  desirable  that  the 
other  nominee,  a  distinguished  editor  of  Worcester, 
Mass..  made  no  contest  and  practically  conceded  Mr. 
Kingsbury's  election  from  the  start.  The  t|ualities  of 
fitness  .whose  recognition  .  explains  this  gratifying  unan- 
iijiity  comprise  locality,  zeal  for  the  college  interests,  in- 
telligent appreciation  of  college  needs  and  practical  busi- 
ness judgment  in  the  administration  of  college  affairs. 
Mr.  Kingsbury's  election  is  advantageous  to  the  Univer- 
sity and  gratifying  to  this  community,  which  Itas  so  large 
a  representation  and  so  deep  an  interest  in  it. 

At  the  centennial  celebration  of  \\"illiams  Col- 
lege, Oct.  ID,  1893,  Mr.  Kingsbury  received  the 
degree  of  LL.  D.  and  he  was  honored  with  the 
saine  degree  from  Yale  in  1899.  He  v\-as  elected 
president  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion in  1893  and  re-elected  in  1894  and  1S9S.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
the  American  Historical  Association,  the  Connecti- 
cut. Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  the  X'ew  Ha- 
ven County  Historical  Society,  the  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Wars,  and  the  L'niversity  Graduates  and 
Century  Clubs.  As  all  this  would  indicate,  he  is 
fend  of  historical  and  literary  pursuits,  and  of  late 
years  has  given  much  attention  to  sociological  ques- 
tions. He  has  a  strong  taste  for  genealogical  in- 
quiries and  a  remarkable  memory  for  minute  events 
and  family  relationships :  so  that  he  is  a  recogniized 
authority  in  matters  of  local  histor\'.  What  the 
present  writer  said  of  him  in  1S81  max-  with  propri- 
ety be  repeated  here: 

"Amidst  engrossing  cares  he  has  found  oppor- 
tunities for  no  little  research  in  the  various  fields 
which  attract  scholarly  men.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  the  growth  and  pros])crity  of  his  na- 
tive town  and  has  taken  an  active  ]iart  in  plans  for 
its  improvement.  In  a  city  devoted  to  manufactures 
and  trades  he  has  long  'been  a  conspicuous  repre- 
sentative of  the  best  American  culture,  illustrating 
the  practicability  of  combining  an  intelligent  inter- 
est in  literature,  art  and  science  with  fidelity  to 
imi>ortant  business  trusts  and  to  constantly  accu- 
mulating duties." 

C)n  April  29,  i8;i,  Mr.  Kingsbury  married 
Alathea,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Scovill.  She  died  Dec. 
7,  1899.     They  had  children  as  follows :     William 
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Charles,  who  died  in  1864;  I\Iary  Eunice,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Charles  Stednian  Bull,  of  New  York  City, 
and  died  Oct.  15,  189S,  leaving  three  children; 
Alice  Eliza;  Edith  Davies ;  and  Frederick  John,  Jr., 
who  married  Adele  Townsend,  and  has  one  child. 
These  children  are  the  lineal  descendants  of  all  the 
clergyman,  of  any  denomination,  who  were  settled 
in  Waterbury  during  its  first  hundred  years. 

HON.  MINOTT  AUGUR  OSBORN.  whose 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Oct. 
24,  1877,  after  a  prominent  career  of  upward  of 
fifty  years  as  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  New 
Haven  Register,  during  which  period  he  held  a 
number  of  public  trusts  of  honor  and  responsibility, 
was  one  of  tlie  strong  journalists  of  the  State. 

!Mr.  Osborn  was  born  in  New  Haven  April  21, 
181 1,  a  son  of  Eli  and  Elizabeth  (.-Xugur)  Osborn. 
respected  and  esteemed  people  of  the  community, 
the  former  of  whom  was  engaged  in  the  merchant 
tailoring  business.  Jeremiah  Osborn,  the  progeni- 
tor of  this  branch  of  the  Osborn  family,  was  one 
of  the  patentees  of  the  town. 

Minott  A.  Osborn"s  privileges  for  obtaining  an 
education  were  limited,  as  he  only  attended  school 
until  fourteen  years  of  age.  leaving  at  that  time  the 
Lancasterian  school  of  John  E.  Lovell  to  learn  the 
printer's  trade.  He  entered  the  printing  office  of 
his  uncle,  Joseph  Barber,  of  New  Haven,  from 
which  was  issued  the  Colimibian  JVeekly  Register. 
Being  a  bright,  intelligent  bov  he  progressed  rapid- 
ly, and  as  the  time  passed  was  advanced  by  his 
uncle,  and  in  1834  was  made  a  partner  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  paper  and  business.  Young,  with  vim 
and  vigor,  he  enthused  new  interest  and  life  into 
the  paper,  which  was  evidenced  in  the  bright, 
sharj)  paragraphs  appearing  in  the  paper,  which 
attracted  wide  attention  and  gave  rise  to 
manv  political  tilts.  His  lance  ^vas  keen  and 
its  thrusts  severe,  yet  he  always  endeavored  to  heal 
these  by  a  generous  touch  of  kindly  humor.  The 
senior  member  of  the  firm'  diftered  from  the  junior 
member  in  the  fact  that  the  former  was  an  advo- 
cate of  the  old  Jetifersonian  Democracy,  while  the 
latter  patterned  after  .\ndrew  Jackson.  Their  dif- 
ferences culminated  in  1837-38  on  the  question  of 
the  sub-treasury  scheme,  which  the  young  man  sup- 
ported, the  elder  opposed,  and,  as  the  majority  of  the 
supporters  of  the  paper  favored  jMr.  Oaborn,  ^Ir. 
Barber  withdrew  from  the  paper.  At  this  time  ^[r. 
Osborn  associated  with  him  in  conducting  the 
Register  \Y.  B.  Baldwin,  and  the  business  of  the 
ofifice  was  carried  on  by  these  gentlemen,  under  the 
firm  stvle  of  Osborn  &  Baldwin,  until  1866.  a  period 
of  twenty-eight  years,  'Sir.  Baldwin  retiring  from 
the  paper  at  the  end  of  this  time.  Mr.  Osborn 
associated  with  him  in  the  business  his  eldest  son, 
Minott  E.  Osborn.  the  firm  style  becoming  M.  .-\. 
Osborn  &  Co.  Nine  years  later,  in  1875.  another 
change  occurred,  a  transfer  of  the  business  being 
made   to  the   Register  Publishimr  Co.       Since   the 


death  of  the  elder  Osborn,  except  for  an  interreg- 
num, the  latter's  son.  Col.  Norris  G.  Osborn,  has 
been  the  editor  of  the  jiajjcr.  The  Register  grew  with 
the  development  of  the  city.  The  weekly  edition 
was  supplemented  with  a  tri-weckly,  and  finally,  in 
1842,  with  a  daily  evening  issue.  Its  circulation  to- 
day is  probably  larger  than  that  of  any  other  paper 
in  the  State.  Its  controlling  spirit  from  the  start 
was  a  Democrat  of  the  ardent  type,  and  from  the 
foregoing  it  can  be  imagined  that  he  nailed  his 
colors  to  the  masthead  of  the  Register,  and  if  the 
paper  was  strongly  partisan  it  was  always  frankly 
and  honestly  so. 

The  elder  Osborn,  through  his  long  service  with 
one  of  the  leading  papers  in  the  State,  wielded  much 
intiuence  both  in  the  city  of  New  Haven  and  in  the 
State  at  large.  He  held  a  prominent  place  in  tjie 
councils  of  the  Democratic  partv  in  the  .State  and 
Nation.  Under  the  Pierce  and  Buchanan  adminis- 
trations he  served  as  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
Haven.  He  was  appointed  by  and  served  as  rail- 
road commissioner  of  Connecticut  under  Gov.  In- 
gcrsoll.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the 
common  council  of  New  Haven,  and  also  served  as 
road  conmiissioner  under  ?iIayor  Henry  G.  Lewis. 
His  influence  in  New  Ilaven  was  great,  and  he  ad- 
vocated through  his  paper  many  of  the  measures 
that  led  to  the  city's  growth  and  advancement.  He 
was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  New  Haven  Water 
Co.,  and  was  its  treasurer  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  at  that  time  a  director  in  the  New  Ha- 
ven Gas  Light  Co.,  and  in  the  Connecticut  Savings 
Bank.  When  a  young  man  ^Ir.  Osborn  was  a  mem- 
ber and  officer  of  the  somewhat  famous  local  mili- 
tary company  known  as  the  New  Ilaven  Grays, 
and  also  served  as  major  of  the  2d  Regiment  of 
State  Militia. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  twice  married,  first  to  Caro- 
line ^IcNeil:  of  New  Haven,  who  died  in  1838,  and 
second  in  1841  he  wedded  Catherine  Gilbert,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  of  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Seymour,  Conn.  Two  children  were  born 
to  the  first  union,  and  nine  to  the  second. 

COL.  NORRIS  GALPIN  OSBORN,  editor  of 
the  New  Haven  Rec:;ister,  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  State  in  which  for  years  he 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  councils  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  figured  more  or  less  con- 
spic'iouslv  in  public  nttairs. 

Born  April  17,  1858,  Col.  Osborn  is  n  son  of  the 
late  Hon.  Minott  Augur  and  Catherine  S.  (Gilbert') 
Osborn,  the  former  of  whom  for  fifty  and  more 
years  was  prominentlv  identified  with  the  history 
of  New  Haven  and  the  State,  as  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Register,  and  whose  mantle  hns  fallen 
upon  the  son  who  is  provino:  himself  worthv  of  its 
wearing.  Col.  Osborn  descends  on  both  sides  from 
old  New  Plaven  families:  in  paternal  lines  from 
Jeremiah  Osborn,  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  and  in  maternal  lines   from  Eng- 
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lish  ancestors  who  came  to  New  England  not  long 
after  the  Pilgrim   fathers. 

Mr.  Osborn  in  bo3hoocl  attended  botli  the  pub- 
He  and  private  schools  of  Xew  Haven,  then  entered 
Yale  College  from'  which  he  was  graduated  in.  1880. 
In  1886  that  institution  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  After  his  graduation  he  became 
connected  with  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Register, 
and  was  made  editor-in-chief  in  1884.  In  this  im- 
portant position  he  has  exerted  a  wide  influence, 
and  has  made  the  Register  recofniized  as  the  lead-, 
ing  Deniocrntic  organ  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
State. 

Col.  Osborn  has  repeatedly  been  a  delegate  to 
the  conventions  of  his  party — local,  State  and  Na- 
tional— and  taken  a  leading  part  therein.  In  1883 
and  1 884  he  was  an  aid  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  \\'aller, 
and  in  1896  was  appointed  a  State  jjrison  director 
by  Gov.  Coffin.  He  has  also  served  as  a  director 
in  the  New  Haven  University  Extension  Centre. 
In  the  fall  of  1901,  he  was  made  the  unanimous 
choice  of  both  parties  to  represent  New  Haven  in 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  was  chosen  a 
member  of  that  body  in  the  election  that  followed 
in  November.  In  the  deliberations  of  this  conven- 
tion which  convened  Jan.  i,  1902,  and  which  at 
this  writinn^  (Alarch)  is  still  in  session^  Col.  Osborn 
has  taken  an  active  interest  and  borne  an  honorable 
part. 

In  his  college  life  Col.  Osborn  was  a  member 
of  the  Greek  Letter  Society.  Delta  Kappa  EpsTlon, 
and  of  the  Scroll  and  Key  Society.  He  is  a  member 
of  Hiram  Lodge.  F.  &  .-\.  ^L.  and  the  Ancient  O-'der 
of  L^nited  ^^'orkmcn.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New- 
Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was  formerly 
governor  of  the  Society  of  Founders  and  Patriots, 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  As  a  journalist  Col.  Os- 
born is  a  success.  He  is  a  forceful  writer,  his 
editorials  are  trenchant,  lively,  and  much  quoted. 
As  a  man  he  is  widely  popular  through  his  winning 
personal  qualities,  and  he  is  a  happy  after-dinner 
speaker,  and  greatlv  in  demand  for  such  occasions. 

On  Dec.  27,  1881,  Col.  Osborn  was  married  to 
Kate  Louise  Gardner,  of  New  York  Citv.  and  their 
five  children  are:  Inni^,  Minott  .Arthur,  Dorothy, 
Gardner  and   Katherine. 

AMOS  MUNSON.  The  late  Amos  Munson, 
the  Yankee  pie  maker  of  New  Haven  and  Xew 
York,  and  the  founder  of  that  branch  of  industry 
in  this  cnuntrv,  was  crcnerallv  known  throughout 
New  England  from  his  connection  with  the  bus'ness, 
buildi'-'s-  "-icer  tlian  he  kne\\'.  A  fortune  was  ?r- 
cumulated  by  him.  and  he  was  able  to  establish  his 
sons  in  a  business  in  which  they,  too,  have  grown 
wealthy. 

Mr.  Munson  was  born  in  New  Haven  in  March, 
1707.  and  was  a  true  New  Fno-Iander.  heMis?-  tl'p 
rcDrcsentative  of  familic';  which  have  been  identified 
with  the  annals  of  New  Haven  for  two  hundred  and 


sixty  years.  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Higgins)  Mun- 
son were  his  parents,  and  lie  was  a  descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Munson,  who 
was  first  known  in  Hartford  in  1637,  as  a  partici- 
pant in  the  Pequot  war.  At  a  later  jjeriod  be  became 
a  resident  of  .\ew  Haven,  wliere  he  died  in  1'>N5.' 
This  Thomas  Munson  was  born  in  1612,  and  v/as  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  belonged  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  His  wife's  Christian  name  was 
Joanna,  and  she  died  in  1678.  From  this  Thomas 
the  late  Amos  Munson's  line  of  descent  was  through 
Samuel,  Theophilus,  Israel,  Joseph  and  Joseph  Mun- 
son. 

Samuel  ?\lunson,  son  of  the  foregoing  Thomas, 
was  baptized  in  1643,  and  was  married  in  1665,  to 
?ilartha,  daughter  of  W  illiani  and  Alice  (  Pritciiard; 
Bradley.  Mr.  Munson  was  a  shoemaker  and  farmer 
and  made  his  home  in  New  Haven  and  Wallingford. 
His  death  occurred  in  1693. 

Theophilus  Munson,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  1675.  He  married  Esther,  the  daughter  of  John 
Mix.  This  Munson  was  a  locksmith,  and  lived  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  had  his  home  for  forty-five 
years  at  the  corner  of  College  and  Wall  streets,  af- 
terwards the  site  of  the  home  of  President  Dwight, 
of  Yale.  He  was  frequently  before  the  public  as 
an  official,  and  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  in  1747,  a  prosperous  and  prom- 
inent citizen.     His  wife  died  in  1746. 

Israel  Munson  was  bom  in  1701,  and  was  mar- 
ried first  in  1727,  to  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Bishop,  and  resided  in  New  Plaven.  where  she 
was  born  in  1704.  ^Ir.  Munson  was  a  blacksmith 
and  an  inn-keeper.  Several  public  offices  were  held 
by  him,  and  he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  probity 
and  intelligence.  He  died  in  1754,  and  his  wife  in 
1734.  both  in  the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  was  married  a  second  time. 

Joseph  ^lunson  was  born  in  1727,  and  was  mar- 
ried thirty  years  later  to  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  .'^am- 
uel  Bishop,  born  in  1733.     They  had  their  home  in 
New   Haven,    where   he    made    his    standina:  as   a 
provident  business  man,  and  was  long  engaged,  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  His  wife  died  in  1790,  and  he 
three  years  later. 
j         Joseph   Munson,  born  in   1770.  was  married   in 
1796  to  Hannah  Higgins,  and  had  his  home  in  New 
I  Haven,  where  he  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.     On  sev- 
I  eral    occasions   he   held    public   office,    being    fence 
viewer  in  1801.  i8t;  and  1816.  tithing  man  in  181''). 
■  Flis  death  occurred  in  1842,  and  his  widow  died  in 

Gncinnati  in  i860. 
I  Amos  Munson,  whose  name  appears  above,  \%'as 
I  the  son  of  Joseph  Munson  of  the  preceding  para- 
'  graph,  in  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith  trade, 
1  which  he  followed  for  vears.  and  became  a  thor- 
I  ough  and  efficient  mechanic.  The  late  James 
j  Brewster  was  his  emplover  in  New  Haven,  where 
''■  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  carria^re  shops,  and 
!  where  he  broke  down,  being  compelled  to  ch.ange 
his    vocation.     After   this   he   was    occupied    for   a 
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time  on  a  farm,  hoping  to  rf^ain  his  liealtli.     Upon  | 
one  occasion  lie  happened  in  New  York  lo  enter  llic  j 
cstahHshment   of    Sidney    E.    Mor>e,    a   geographer  ; 
and  journalist,  wliere  his  brother,   Henry,  and  his  i 
own    son,    Lucius,    were    employed.     The    latter,    a  1 
keen-witted  little  fellow,  hungered  for  the  old-fash-  \ 
ioned   pie   on    his   mothers    iiantry   shelves.        The  ! 
making  and  selling  of  old  fashioned  pie  was  sug-  ■ 
gcsted"  bv  him,  and    was  received    with    favor  by 
both  his  uncle  and  father.     At  that  time  there  was 
■110  pic  bakerv  in  New  England.     The  pie  industry 
of   Amos   Alunson   was   established   June    to.    1844. 
in  Wall  street,  Xcw  Haven,  very  modestly  at  first, 
at  first  putting  out  only  four  or  five  dozen  a  clay, 
which  were  sold  for  the  first  few  weeks  by  one  of  i 
)iis  bovs,  who  conveyed  them  in  a  little  wagon  to 
the  steamljoat  dock  for  the  New  York  market.    The  ; 
increase  and  jirosperity  of  the  project   soon  called 
for  a  horse  and  wagon.     At  that  time  there  were 
no  restaurants  in  New  Haven,  and  accordingly  all 
the  bakery  goods  were  sent  to  Xew  York.  '  In  the  : 
meantime  there  had  been  opened  on  the  corner  of 
Kassau  and  Jieekman  streets,  a  small  luncli  count- 
er called  the  Connecticut  Pie  Depot.     The  delicac}' 
met  with  instant  favor,  and  vindicated  the  foresight 
of   tlie    ^on   and    father.     Eor   a   time   at   the   first, 
Mr.  ]\Iiinson's  brother,  Henry,  was  associated  with 
him,   and   the   firm   was   known    as   A.    Munson   & 
Brother.     The  brother,  however,  soon  dispcsed  of 
liis  interest,  and  Amos  Munson    became    sole  pro-  : 
prietor.     The  bakery  remained  on  Wall  street  until 
1874,   wdicn   it   was   removed   to  more   commodious  ' 
quarters,   and    was   occupictl   liy   S.    M.    Munson   &  j 
Co.     The  business  was  sold  out  in  1899.    The  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  restaurants,  made  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  demand  for  pie.  so  that  the 
fourth    year   of    the   business    of  ^Mr.    Munson,    he 
paid  $1,300  for  freight  from  Xew  Haven  to  Xew 
York,  on  an  output  of  about  a  thousand  pies  a  day. 
In  1849  Mr.  Munson  erected  a  building  on  Twenty- 
first  street,  near  Third  avenue,  in   which  the  busi- 
ness  was   also   conducted.     In    1874    Mr.    Munson 
gave  up  his  X'ew  Haven  business  to  his  son.  Sam- 
uel M.,  but  retained  control  of  the  Xew  York  end 
of  the  trade  until  his  death,  which  occurred   Sept. 

3.  1877. 

The  latter  years  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Munson  were 
passed  in  the  ciiinyniient  of  a  well-earned  com- 
petence, and  though  his  health  failed,  he  saw  the 
business  which  he  had  established,  and  which  had 
passed  in  1877  into  the  hands  of  Charles  E.  Mun- 
son, widely  extended  and  universally  "recognized. 
Many  of  tlic  most  successful  men  in  tiiis  line,  both 
in  Xew  York  and  Xcw  Haven,  learned  their  trade 
with  him,  and  traced  their  success  to  him.  Among 
them  were  the  OUh,  of  Xcw  Haven.  Case,  of  Chi- 
cago, and   Perry,  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Munson  was  a  man  of  remarkably  cheer- 
ful temper,  clearlv  loving  a  goo;l  joke  and  a  good 
friend..  He  was  open-handed,  and  was  known  as  a 
generous   contributor   to    the    wants    of   the   needy. 


His  disposition  was  quiet,  preferring  retirement, 
and  shunning  display.  His  ])alience  was  unljound- 
cd,  and  his  endurance  of  the  pain  and  suffering  of 
his  last  sickness  was  marked.  I'or  two  weeks  |he 
was  hel])less  on  the  bed,  dying  of  starvation  and 
inanition.  Many  friends  were  left  behind,  and  his 
memorv  is  a  fragrant  one. 

On'june  11,  1820,  Mr.  Munson  was  married  to 
Martha  James,  who  died  in  1823.  at  the  age  of 
twentv-nine  vears.  His  second  marriage  occurred 
Xov.  '20.  1825,  Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Dick- 
erman,  becoming  his  wife  at  that  lime.  She  w^as 
a  descendant  of  Thomas  Dickerman,  the  emigrant, 
who  came  to  Dorchester.  Mass..  in  i''>3.S.  'if'  J'"*^ 
running  through  Abraham,  wdio  settled  in  Xew 
Haven':  Isaac ;  Stephen  :  an.l  Isaac  Dickerman  (2). 
Thev  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Xorth  Congregational  Church 
in  Xew  Haven  througliout  their  married  life.  To 
the  first  marriage  of  'Mr.  Munson  were  liorn : 
Sarah  Rebecca,"  born  Jan.  2,  1821,  is  now  de- 
ceased; and  \\'illiam  died  in  infancy.  To  the  sec- 
ond union  were  born:  Lucius,  Imrn  Dec.  11.  1826. 
married  Xancv  Baldwin,  a  daughter  of  William 
Baldwin  in  1849,  and  died  in  Des  Moines.  Iowa, 
in  1886:  John  Adams,  born  Julv  8.  1829. ^is  re- 
ferred to  at  some  length  on  another  oage;  Cha'des 
E.,  born  ^fav  11,  1831,  was  married  Aug.  25.  1852, 
to  Marearet  Atwell,  and  is  a  resident  of  Xew  York, 
where  he  is  the  manager  of  the  business  established 
by  his  father;  Samuel  IMerwin,  born  May  31.  1833. 
is  referred  to  more  fullv  elsewhere:  and  Mary 
Louise  (deceased),  horn' Aug.  28,  1837,  married 
Tune  16,  1857.  Dennis  Frisbie.  who  is  a  member  of 
"d.  Frisbie  &  Co.,  of  Xcw  York,  and  they  had  two 
children,  William  and  Minnie. 

KELSEY.     For  the  past  sixtv  vears  in  the  in- 
dustrial field  in  ^liddlesex  and  Xew  Haven  coun- 
\  ties  few  families  have  played  a  more  conspicuous 
part  than  that  of  the  late  George  R.  Kelsey.     He 
,  and   his  sons,   the  late   Israel   A.   and   Horatio   G.. 
;  were  manufacturers  and  actively  identified  with  the 
development  of  the  borough  of  West   Haven   and 
the  town  of  Orange. 
i         Born  Mav   15,   1820,  in  what  is  now  the  town 
I  of  Cromwell.'  Conn..  George  R.  Kelsey  was  one  of 
1  the   six  children — five  sons  and   one   daughter — of 

■  Zebulon  and  Sallv  (Edwards)   Kelsev  who  grew  to 

■  adult  age.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Edwards,  of  Cromwell.  George  R.  Kelsey  was  a 
giandson,  great-grandson  and  great-great-grandson 
of  three  successive  Israel  Kelseys.  all  born  in  the 
Kelsev  Quarter.  Middletown.  now  CrLimwell.  and  a 
descendant  in  direct  line  from  William  Kelsey.  who 

'  was  born  about  iTxx).  was  at  Cambridge,  ^la.ss.  in 
!  1632.  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford  m  1639 
'  ar.d    removed    to    Killingworth.    Middlesex    coumv 

about  \C>r>T,.     He  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 

from  that  place  in  1671. 

George  R.   Kelsev  at  the  age  of  ten  years  re- 
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•moved  with  tlie  family  to  Ohio,  where  the  father 
and  sons  cleared  off  many  acres  of  heavy  timber. 
C)nr  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  of  age, 
(lurinig  which  j)eriod  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
and  joiner's  trade.  In  1842  he  returned  to  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  and  soon  thereafter  his  attention  was 
■called  to  the  demand  for  clothing  and  susjicnder 
buckles,  which  were  all  imported,  and  he  at  once 
began  in  a  .small  wa\-  the  maimfacture  of  these  ar- 
ticles in  Middlctown.  Possessing  but  little  capital 
and  doing  the  work  by  hand  he  struggled  with  per- 
sistent energy  for  ten  years  to  establish  the  busi- 
ness and  met  with  reverses  that  would  have  crushed 
Ic;?  resolute  men,  Ix-ing  burned  out  twice  in  that 
time.  His  persistency  each  time  enabled  him  to 
re-establish  the  business,  and  by  the  introduction  of 
new  machinery  and  patent  improvements  he  pro- 
duced a  stock  of  such  excellent  quality  that  he  en- 
■tirely  broke  up  the  importation  of  buckles.  After 
the  fire  of  1847  he  began  his  business  anew  at 
'Cromwell,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  until 
1852.  As  a  matter  of  protection  his  business  was 
in  1855  combined  with  the  ^^'aterbury  Buckle  Co., 
and  he  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  latter  concern. 
Soon  afterward  he  took  the  management  of  the 
"West  Haven  Buckle  Co.  and  remained  identified 
with  both  corporations  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1889.  He  built  lu)  a  large  business  for  the  \\'est 
.Haven  Co.  Under  his  management  within  twenty- 
seven  years  was  paid  $750,000  in  di\'idends  to  the 
stockholders  on  a  capital  of  817,000.  In  1883  Mr. 
Kelsey  established  in  West  Haven  the  American 
Buckle  &  Cartridge  Co.,  under  the  management  of 
liis  sons,  the  late' Israel  A.  Kelsey  being  secretary 
of  the  corporation  for  years.  Horatio  G.  Kelsey 
now  continues  the  business. 

George  R.  Kelsey  during  his  connection  v.ith 
the  manufacturing  business  took  out  some  ten  pat- 
ents for  improvements  in  buckles.  Throughout  his 
long  and  laborious  business  career  he  proved  him- 
self in  a  marked  degree  sagacious,  energetic,  up- 
right and  faithful  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Lo- 
cating in  West  Haven  he  became  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  place  and  was  largely  identified  with 
its  enterprise  and  spirit.  For  several  years  he  was 
first  selectman  of  the  town  and  town  agent,  and  in 
1858  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  instrumental  in  building  the  horse 
railway  between  Xew  Haven  and  Savin  Rock  and 
furnished  largely  the  means  to  accomplish  the  en- 
terprise. To  him  is  due  the  existence  of  the  well- 
known  watering  place  of  Savin  Rock.^  He  Iniilt  the 
'^ea  \  iew  House"  and  surrounding  dwellings  and 
bought  largely  of  property  in  that  vicinity.  Mr. 
Kelsey  was  an  active  church  worker  and  for  twenty- 
four  years  was  on  the  standing  committee  and  had 
charge  of  the  salary  fund  of  the  Congregational 
^ 'lurch  in  West  Haven. 

Ill  1845  George  R.  Kelsev  married  \"irginia  \\'., 
■daughter  of  Capt  Dota  Lord  Wright,  of  Clinton, 
'^  ""»•,  a  member  of  one  of  the  earliest  settled  fam- 


ilies in  Xew  Haven  and  Middlesex  counties,  and' 
to  them  were  Iwrn  children  as  follows:  Harriet 
\'.,  who  married  Frank  W.  Kimberly,  formerly  of 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  now  living  in  West  Haven ; 
Gcorgea  W.,  of  Chicago;  Israel  A.;  and  Horatio 
G.,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  .American  Buckle 
Co.,  West  Haven.  The  residence  which  Mrs.  Kel- 
sev now  occupies  was  built  by  her  husband  in  i860 
and  is  still  one  of  the  handsomest  in  West  Plaven. 

LE\T  BACON  YALE,  who  has  been  for  many 

vears  prominent  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  and 

fruit   growers   of    Meriden,   was   born    March    25, 

183S,  on  the  old  homestead  on  Yale  avenue,  where 

he  still  resides,  and  which  is  now  in  his  possession. 

I         Mr.  Yale  is  a  descendant  of  Capt.  Thomas  Yale. 

i  who  was  a  son  of  David  and  .Ann  Yale,  of  England, 

''  and  born  there  or  in  Wales  about  1616.    In  1645  he 

married    ^lary,    daughter   of    Thomas'   Turner,    of 

!  Xew  Haven.     Capt.  Yale  came  to  America  in  1637, 

■  in  company  with  Thomas  Turner,  Gov.  Eaton,  and 

'•  others,   and   in    1638   settled   in    Xew   Haven,   as   a 

I  merchant.      He  purchased    lands   in   what    is  now 

j  Xorth  Haven,  and  settled  thereon  as  early  as  1660. 

!  He  was  a  signer  of  tlie   Plantation  Covenant,  and 

;  was  one  of  the  principal  men  in  the  colony,  filling 

'  manv  offices  of  trust.     Capt.  Yale  died  March  27, 

1683,  and  his  wife  died  Oct.  15,  1704. 
I  (II)    Thomas  Yale   (2).  son  of  Capt.  Thomas. 

j  the  settler,  born  about  1647,  in  Xew  Haven,  married 
i  (first)  Dec.  11,  1667,  Rebecca,  daugh'e*-  of  Will- 
j  iam  Gibbards,  of  Xew  Haven.  Mr.  Yale  became 
t  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wallingford,  in  1670.  and 
I  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  men  of  that 

town,  where  he  died  Jan.  26,  1736. 
I  (HI)    Thomas  Yale    (3),  son  of  Thomas    (2), 

'  born  ]March  20,  1678-70.  married  'Sla.v  16.  1705. 
:  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Benham,  of  Wallingford. 
;  He  settled  as  a  farmer  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
j  Meriden.  He  was  one  of  the  constituent  members 
i  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  IMeriden  in 
1  1729.  ^Ir.  Yale  died  Sept.  26,  1750. 
;  (IV)    Xoah    Yale,    son    of    Thomas    (3 1,    born 

June  2,  1723,  married  Aug.  2.  1744.  .-\nna  Ives,  and 
settled  as  a  farmer  in  Meriden.     He  died  in  1803. 
I  and  his  wife  in  1807. 

i  (\')  Joel  Yale,  son  of  X'oah.  born  June  8.  1759, 

!  married  May  20,   1784,  Esther  Clark,  of  Meriden, 

born   X'ov.    15,    1766.     Mr.   Yale  was  a   farmer  of 

Meriden.     He  died  Dec.  14,  1805,  and  his  wife  died 

X'ov.   12,   1848. 

(VI)  Levi  Yale,  son  of  Joel,  born  April  11, 
1792,  in  Meriden,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  there,  and,  like  most  men  of  his  day 
who  were  ambitious  for  learning,  educated  himself 
in  the  intervals  of  hard  work  on  the  fami.  \\"hile 
living  at  home  he  taught  school  in  Meriden  during 
the  w  inter,  and  in  summer  engaged  in  farming,  con- 
tinuing thus  for  a  number  of  vears.  He  owned  a 
tract  of  150  acres,  upon  which  he  finally  settled, 
and   upon    which    he    made    many    improvements. 
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biiildinj:^  a  fine  d\vcllin,Q-.  lie  carried  on  general 
fc'innini;-  and  stock  raising.  Mr.  Yale  was  a  prom- 
inent man  in  liis  locality,  taking  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  for  which  he  was  well  fitted.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Democrat,  bnt  being  an  anti-slavery 
man  changed  his  allegiance  in  time,  and  lived  to 
witness  the  triumph  of  the  principles  he  upheld. 
Me  was  nominated  for  tlie  State  Legislature  and  for 
lieutenant-governor  on  the  Abolitionist  ticket.  For 
seven  years  Mr.  Yale  served  as  first  selectman  of 
his  town,  and  three  times  he  was  the  nominee  of  all 
parlies  for  that  office,  a  fact  which  testifies  more 
strongly  than  mere  words  to  the  universal  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held,  and  the  satisfaction  his  ser- 
vices gave.  He  was  a  good  citizen  in  every  sense  of 
the  term,  temperate  in  his  habits,  domestic  in  his 
tastes,  and  as  thoughtful  in  his  home  as  he  was 
alert  and  watchful  in  matters  rekting  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare. 

On  Feb.  20,  1833,  ISlr.  Yale  married  Abigail 
Ellen  Pjacon,  of  Middletown,  who  was  born  in 
^^'estfield,  }^liddlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Abigail  Bacon,  and  sister  of  William  P. 
Bacon,  of  New  Britain^  Conn.  Three  children 
blessed  this  union :  Harriet  Ellen,  born  Aug.  3, 
1835,  who  married  Stephen  Bowers,  of  East  Berlin. 
Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Levi  Bacon,  who  is 
nientioned  below:  and  Emma  L.,  born  Feb.  10, 
1845,  who  married  Rutledge  Whitehead,  of  Rox- 
bnry,  Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased.  The  mother  of 
these  died  May  i,  1845,  ^'^d  Mr.  Yale  subsequently 
married,  Jan.  i,  1S59,  Jennette  Royce,  daughter  of 
Dcodatus  and  Emilv  (Bement)  Royce.  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Levi  Yale  passed  awav  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1878,  on  his  farm,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  \\'ahiut  Grove 
cemetery,  where  his  wife  was  interred.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  ^Mrs.  Jen- 
nette Royce  Yale  survived  until  1896,  and  her  re- 
mains also  rest  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  Like 
her  hnsbanfl.  she  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

(VII)  Levi  Bacon  Yale  attended  the  schools  of 
the  home  district  in  his  early  boyhood,  later  was  a 
student  at  T^Ieriden  Academv,  and  also  in  a  select 
school  at  Brookside,  Berkshire.  N.  Y.  His  home 
has  alwavs  been  nn  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
engages  in  farming  in  all  its  branches,  being  a  suc- 
cessful stock  raiser,  dairv  farmer  and  fruit  grower. 
}-\e  is  considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  agri- 
culturists in  ^leriden,  and  has  made  numej'ous  im- 
provements on  his  place,  which  bears  many  evi- 
dences of  careful   and  judicious  management. 

In  1865  ]\Ir.  Yale  married,  at  the  Yale  home- 
stead, ^liss  Frances  Ellen  Rovce  (daughter  of  Dco- 
datus Royce),  who  has  proved  a  capable  and  de- 
voted helpmeet,  and  four  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  namely:  Jennie  Charlotte,  Fannie  Ellen, 
Walter  Levi  and  Laura  Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yale 
and  all  their  children  'are  members  of  Mcriden 
Grange,  P.  of  H.     Though  quiet  in  his  tastes  and 


domestic  in  his  liabits,  Mr.  Yale  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  his  comnumity,  being  especial- 
ly interested  in  educational  matters.  He  was  orig- 
inally a  Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  is 
now  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  by  which  party  he  was 
nominated  for  Senator  in  the  6t]i  District  in  1900. 
Mr.  Yale  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congre.ga- 
tional  Church,  in  which  he  has  officiated  as  dea- 
con the  last  thirty  years.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Second  Adventist,  and  is  also  a  believer  in  Divine 
Healing.  As  a  citizen  he  is  above  reproacli,  and 
his  high  standing  in  the  comnumity  has  been  gained 
solely  on  his  own  merits. 

Deodatus  Royce,  father  of  Mrs.  Levi  B.  Yale, 
was  one  of  the  many  descendants  of  an  old  New 
England  family  in  this  section.  Robert  Royce 
(identical  with  Rice),  says  ^liss  Caulkins,  in  the 
"History  of  New  London,"  is  presumed  to  be  the 
Robert  Rice  who  was  at  Boston  in  1631,  made  a 
freeman  there  in  1634.  and  one  of  those  disarmed  in 
1637  for  adherence  to  the  opinions  and  party  of 
Wheelright  and  Hutchinson.  According  to  Josiah  .-\. 
Royce,  of  Brooklyn,  formerly  of  Lanesboro,  Mass.. 
Robert  Royce  was  born  in  England  in  the  year  1613, 
so  that  he  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  America.  He  is  known  to  have  been  in 
Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1644,  and  was  there  in  1G56, 
when  chosen  leather  sealer.  He  went  to  New  Lon- 
don in  1657,  and  the  town  granted  him  the  original  ' 
Post  lot,  on  Post  Hill.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
occupation.  In  1660  he  was  chosen  constable :  in 
1662  representative  to  the  General  Court:  in  1663 
a  townsman:  and  in  1667  he  was  Appointed  to  keep 
an  ordinary  and  "freed  from  training."  He  died  in 
1676,  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth,  in  16S8.  They 
had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  sons  being: 
(i)  Nehemiah  had  five  daughters  and  one  son, 
Nathaniel,  born  March  8,  1682.  (2)  Samuel  (see 
Oliver  Rice).  (3)  Isaac  married  Dec.  15,  1669,  at 
New  London,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Lath- 
rop,  and  had  two  sons — Isaac,  born  in  1673.  who  died 
the  same  year:  and  Robert,  born  in  1674.  (^liss 
Caulkins  says  this  family  also  removed  to  Walling- 
ford.)  (4)  Jonathan  is  further  n^entioned  below. 
(5)  Joshua  and  his  wife,  Bathsheba.  had  one  son. 
Joshua,  who  was  born  in  May,  1664.  and  died  the 
same  month.  (6)  Nathaniel,  born  April  i,  1639, 
lived  to  be  nearlv  ninety-eight  years  of  age,  dying 
Feb.  8,  1736.  He  was  married  five  times,  in  1673, 
1681,  1707.  1708  and  1720.  His  sons  were:  John, 
born  in  1675:  Benjamin.  1677:  Daniel.  1721'):  Rob- 
ert. Nov.  16,  1729:  Elisha.  Oct.  27,  1731  :  and  Na- 
thaniel, Julv  I,  1733.  He  also  had  seven  daughters. 
(This  familv  savs  Miss  Caulkins,  also  removed  to 
Wallingford). 

(II)  Jonathan  Royce,  son  of  Robert,  the  emi- 
grant, married  at  New  London,  in  June.  iT/'o.  De- 
borah, daughter  of  Hu£;h  Caulkins.  and  re;noved  to 
Norwich,  Conn.,  as  one  of  the  thirtv-six  proprie- 
tors of  that  town.  He  had  seven  ('anghters  and 
three   sons,   the    sons   being:     John,   born    Nov.   9, 
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jr/i^:  Jonathan,  in  .Ans^ust,  1678;  and  Daniel,  Aug. 

(1]I)  Jonathan  Royce  (2),  son  of  Jonallian  (i), 
married  and  probably  settled  in  ^^'oodbury,  Conn., 
and  is  the  Jonathan  Royce  referred  to  in  the  town 
records  as  having  a  son,  Jonathan,  horn  July  29, 

'  739- 

(JV)  Adonijah  Royce,  presumably  a  son  of 
Jonathan  (2),  was  born  Jan.  10,  1744,  in  ^^'ood- 
"bury,  and  soon  after  attaining  his  majority  went 
to  Lancsboro,  INIass.,  to  reside.  In  I\Iarch.  1761, 
Jonathan  Royce  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Lancsboro,  for  forty  sovereign;  and  in  April, 
1765,  sold  the  same  to  Adonijali  Royce,  of  Wood- 
bury, Conn.,  for  tlie  same  sum.  .\bout  1765  Adoni- 
jah Royce  married  Amy  Brush,  of  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.  In  17(19  he  purchased  from  Simeon  Cliitten- 
dcn,  of  Guilford.  Conn.,  another  one  hundred  acres, 
for  thirty  pounds.  He  continued  to  reside  at  Lancs- 
boro luitil  his  death,  June  23,  1S07.  His  first  wife 
died  Oct.  21,  1794.  "Their  children  were:  Asahel, 
born  j\Iay  6,  1771  ;  Ann,  Oct.  2,  1772;  Lucy  Ami, 
Sept.  24,  1775;  Phoebe,  Jan.  14,  177S;  Xijah,  Sept. 
28,  1779;  Sarah,  July  29,  1781  ;  Pamelia,  April  17, 
1783;  Pollv,  Aug.  2,  1786;  Laura,  Oct.  15,  17S8. 
On  June  i,  1796,  Adonijah  Royce  married  (second) 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Peckham  Barker,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.,  and  to  this  union  were  born  children  as 
follows:  Dorcas,  April  11,  1797;  Alma,  Feb.  27, 
1800;  and  Amos,  May  17,  1803.  The  last-named 
married  Laura,  daughter  of  Josiah  Rockwell,  and 
was  the  father  of  Josiah  A.  Royce. 

(X)  Asahel  Royce,  son  of  Adonijah.  born  ?\Iay 
0.  1771,  in  Lancsboro,  Mass.,  married  Sally  Betsey 
Clark,  of  that  town.  He  settled  in  Berkshire.  Tioga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  March,  1847.  I^'s  wife 
died  April,  1848,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

(VI)  Deodatus  Royce.  son  of  Asahel,  was  bom 
Jan.  20,  1793,  in  Lancsboro,  Mass.,  and  went  to 
Xew  York  with  his  father.  His  literary  training- 
was  finished  at  the  Lancsboro  Academy,  and  he 
became  a  successful  teacher,  in  later  life,  however, 
taking  up  farming.  He  was  a  generous  man  and 
public-spirited  citizen  and  active  in  the  religious  life 
of  his  community,  being  a  deacon  in  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Among  the  early  opponents  of  slav- 
ery he  became  a  Republican  on  the  organization  of 
tliat  party,  and  was  ever  active  in  any  work  calcu- 
l^'ted  to  further  the  general  welfare.  '  On  Dec.  25, 
''^'/'  ■^Ir.  Royce  married  Emily  Bement,  a  native 
"'  Berkshire,  N.  Y.  After  her  death,  Sept.  5.  1875, 
he  came  to  Meriden  to  reside,  but  -iiis  death  oc- 
nirred  while  on  a  visit  at  Berkshire  July  8,  1877. 
J_l IS  children  were  :  Charlotte,  wife  of  Levi  B.  Dan- 
'••rih  (both  now  deceased)  ;  Emilv,  Mrs.  Tames 
\\'l hams  (both  deceased)  ;  Jane  Elizabeth,  widow 
01  Robert  Williams;  Edwin  Yale,  a  resident  of 
-  "titon  Iowa;  Celia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
\e..rs;  Jcnnette,  wife  of  Levi  Yale  (botli  cleceased)  : 
•^lary  Loutsa,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Hall  Cboth  deceased)  • 


Celia  (2)  deceased;  Frederick,  residing  on  tlie 
liomeslead  in  Berkshire,  N.  Y. ;  and  Frances  lillen, 
Mrs.  Levi  B.  Yale. 

PETER  B.  :\IACKEY,  a  well-known  resident 
of  Ansonia,  who  has  long  been  prominent  in  this 
section  as  a  manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  car- 
riages, was  boin  July  13,  1S34,  at  Esojnis,  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  George  and  .Sarah  (  Burger) 
Mackey,  and  is  a  representative  of  a  most  excellent 
family. 

Alexander  Mackey,  his  grandfather,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Edinburgh,  .Scotland,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try about  1800.  For  some  years  he  was  a  resident 
of  New  York  City.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
was  a  member  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment,  and  was 
stationed  at  Sandy  Flook.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Catherine  Roberts,  was  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  Danish  settlers  of  West  Jersev. 
She  died  in  New  York  City  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years,  and  her  remains  are  interred  in  Green- 
wood cemetery. 

George  ^Mackey,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born 
about  1810  in  New  York  Citv,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged during  most  of  his  life  in  shipbuilding,  as 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Westervelt  &  Mackey,  at 
Fourth  and  Seventh  streets.  East  River.  This  was 
a  well-known  firm.  They  built  the  ocean  steamers 
"Washington"  and  "Herman,"  of  the  Bremen  [Mail 
Line,  whicli  up  to  that  time  (1851-52)  were  the 
handsomest  vessels  on  the  ocean ;  they  were  pio- 
neers in  the  steamship  building  line,  and  were 
among  the  first  to  construct  ocean-going  steamers. 
They  also  built  the  United  States  steam  frigate 
"Brooklvn,"  which  did  notable  service  in  Farra- 
gut's  fleet  during  the  Civil  war.  ^Ir.  Mackey  was 
a  man  of  great  ability  and  understood  his  work 
thorouphlv,  being  especially  skilled  as  a  draughts- 
man. The  strict  integritv  which  marked  his  busi- 
ness career  was  but  a  natural  result  of  his  high 
moral  character,  and  in  all  lines  his  advice  was 
sought  bv  young  and  old.  In  1841  he  purchased  a 
farm  at  Keyport,  N.  J.,  whither  he  moved  his  fam- 
ily, although  he  retained  his  interest  in  the  ship- 
building business.  He  died  in  1857,  aged  forty- 
seven  years.  His  wife,  Sarah  Burger,  was  bom 
in  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Keyport.  N.  J.,  in 
1874,  aged  sixty-nine  vears.  She  was  for  many 
years  a  faithful  member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
nt  Ke\'port.  Mrs.  ;MTcke\''s  ancestors  came  from 
Holland  in  1640,  and  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kingston,  N.  Y.  (they  were  connected  with  the 
Ostranders  and  Houghtalings),  where  th.e  family 
has  since  been  proniincnt.  Mrs.  Mackcx's  father, 
\Mlliam  Burger,  was  a  leading  citizen  of  the  local- 
ity in  his  day,  and  was  extens'velv  engaged  in 
farming  and  dealing  in  cattle,  holding  a  govern- 
ment contract  at  one  time  to  supplv  cattle  for  var- 
ious purposes.  He  also  conducted  a  hotel  x^here 
the  United  States  mail  coaches  secured  relays. 
The   circumstances   of   his   death   are   uriknown,   as 
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lie  went  to  New  "^'ork  City  with  a  drove  of  cattle 
and  did  not  return.  Of  the  six  children  born  to 
George  and  Sarah  Mackey  three  are  living-:  Peter 
L'..,  our  subject;  (leorgc,  a  resident  of  Atlantic 
Highlands,  X.  J.;  and  Melissa,  of  Ke\port,  X.  J., 
widow  of  Joseph  Collins.  (  )f  the  others.  Frederick 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  4Sth  X.  V.  \'.  I.,  and  served 
four  years  in  the  Civil  war ;  he  was  wounded  at 
Fort  Wagner,  died  some  months  later,  and  was 
"buried  in   l-'lorida. 

Peter   B.    Mackey    passed    his    lioyhood   .chiefly 
in    Xew  Jersey,   his   parents   removing   there   when 
he  was  six  years  old.     He  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
riagemakcr    with   an    uncle,    Peter     S.    Burger,    in 
Fludson,   X.   Y.,   serving  an   apprenticeship  of  five 
years.     \\'hile   serving  his   time  with   his  uncle  the 
latter  obtained  an  order  for  a  coach  from  ex-Presi- 
<;lent  \'an   ]^>uren.     Wishing  to  consult  him   in   re- 
gard to  some  matter  in  connection  with  this  order, 
j\Ir.  Burger  took  his  nephew  with  hini!  to  .Kinder- 
hook,   and   while   there   they   dined   with   Mr.   \'an 
Bnren.     After  leaving  his  uncle  Mr.  Mackey  work- 
ed as  a  journeyman  in  Xew  Flaven,  for  Hooker  & 
Osborn,  and  later  in  WilliamstOiwn,  Mass.    (where  j 
he  married   his   first   wife),   and   for  James   Gould 
in  Albany,  X.  Y.     About  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  took  a  position  as  foreman  for  Tnttle,  Paine  & 
Co.,  of  X'augatuck,  and  in   i86g  he  settled  in  An- 
sonia,  where  he  was  associated  in  business  for  the 
first  three  years  with  C.  H.   Styles.     Later  he  as- 
sociated himself  with   Xechols   French  and  W.   E. 
Curtis  in  the  shop  known  as  the  J.  B.  Downs  fac- 
tory,   for   manufacturing   and    repairing   carriages 
and  wagons,  the  partnership  continuing  some  years,  i 
After  one  year  alone  Mr.  Mackey  sold  out  and  in-  1 
vested  in  the  kindling-wood  business,  which  he  con- 
ducted some  time,  and  his  next  enterprise  was  at  ! 
Bridgeport,    where   he   conducted   a    large   carriage  \ 
factory  for  fifteen  years.     In   1S95  he  returned  to 
Ansonia,  and  in  a  small  wav  engaged  in  painting  | 
and  repairing  at  Xo.  226  Wakelee  avenue.    'He  is  | 
less   active    in   business    than    formerly.     He    owns 
his    residence,    which    is    an   attractive    home,   built  | 
by  himself.     As  one  of  the  oldest  business  men  in  ! 
the  city   he   has   watched   its  growth   with   interest  , 
from  a  town  of  4,000  to  its  present  population  of  | 
13,000,  and  during  his  stay  there  all  of  the  finest  ; 
buildings   on    Main    street    have   been    erected.     In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  member  of  the  citv  board  of  relief,  to  which  he 
was  appointed  in  the  fall  of  igoo  by  flavor  Lock- 
wood  Hotchkiss,  for  two  years.     That  gentleman's 
successor   recently   nominated    him    for   member   of 
the  board   of  assessors,   and   the  ap])ointment   was 
confirmed  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  but  as  it  con- 
flicted with  a  law  prohibiting  the  holding  of  both 
offices    the   mayor   was   obliged    to     withdraw    Mr. 
Mackev's   name.     In   religious   matters   he   takes   a 
liberal  view,  and  is  a  nicmber  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Society  of  Derby:  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  theory 
of    evolution.     Fratcrnallv    he    belongs    to    George 


Washington  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.;  is  active  in  Mount 
\'ernon  Chajiter,  Xo.  35,  R.  A.  M.,  at  present  hold- 
ing the  office  of  scribe;  is  also  a  member  of  Xauga- 
tuck  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and  of  the  CJrder  of  .\nier- 
ican  Mechanics  of  ISridgcjjorl,  in  which  he  has  held 
all    the  ofiices. 

In  i8^6  Mr.  Mackey  married  .Miss  .'-^arah  .Stack- 
pole,  of  Willianistown,  Mass.,  who  died  in  Bridge- 
port, in  1892,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five ;  her  remains 
were  interred  in  Mountain  Grove.  Bridgeport.  In 
1895  ^f""-  Mackey  wedded  Miss  Rissa  A.  Downs, 
who  was  born  in  Xewtown,  a  daughter  of  Aniaziah 
and  Catherine  (  Powel )  Downs,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  lumberman  and  farmer  by  occupation. 
Mr.  Downs  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  Com- 
pany K,  2d  Connecticut  Heavy  .\rtillery,  and  died 
a  prisoner  at  Salisbury,  X.  C,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two.  Mrs.  Catherine  (Powel)  I^owns  died  aged 
fifty-six,  and  of  her  seven  children  only  three  are 
now  living:  i\lrs.  Mackey;  Josiah  ;  and  Almond. 
While  both  of  her  jiarents  were  devout  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Chinch.  Mrs.  Mackey  is  a  L'nitar- 
ian  in  faith.  Mr.  Mackev  has  one  son  by  his  first 
marriage,  George  W.  Mackey,  who  married  Miss 
Xellie  Johnson,  and  is  employed  as  foreman  in  the 
machine  department  of  the  Deoxidized  Bronze  & 
Metal  Co.,  of  Bridgeport. 

EDWARD  MILLER,  manufacturer  of  Meriden, 
founder  and  long  president  of  the  well-known  house 
of  Edward  Miller  &  Co.,  is  a  representative  of  fam- 
ilies who  for  generations  have  lived  and  occupied 
honorable  positions  in  society  and  business  in  the 
towns  of  Wallingford  and  Meriden.  Mr.  ]\Iiller 
was  born  Aug.  10.  1827.  in  Wallingford.  son  of  Joel 
and  Clarissa  (Plum)  Miller,  and  grandson  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Miller  and  Scth  1).  Plum,  the  latter  one  of 
the  first  to  engage  in  the  tinware  business  in  this 
section  and  a  pro;ninent  business  man  of  his  day. 

The  genealogy  of  Mr.  Miller  is  traced  through 
eight  generations  to  John  Miller,  who  emigrated 
from  Maidstone.  County  of  Kent,  England,  to  Lynn, 
]\Iass.,  and  moved  to  East  Hampton,  Long  Island, 
about  1649.  He  and  his  wife  Mary  had  five  sons: 
Andrew,  who  settled  at  Miller  Place,  L.  I.,  in  1671, 
and  died  Dec.  22.  1718:  George,  who  died  Oct.  12, 
1712;  John,  born  in  1653.  who  died  Dec.  15,  1738; 
William,  whose  wife  was  named  Hannah;  and  Jere- 
miah, born  in  1656.  who  died  June  2.  1734. 

(II)  George  Miller,  son  of  John  and  Mary,  had 
four  sons,  namely :  George,  who  was  killed  by  a 
horse;   John;  Hezekiah;  and  Xathan. 

(Ill")  Mezekinh  .Miller,  of  I'.ast  Hampton.  L.  I., 
son  of  George  Miller,  married  Elizabeth  Sherry, 
Dec.  II.  170O.  They  had  chiUhen  as  follows;  A 
child  born  in  1714,  died  the  same  year:  one  born  in 
July,  1718,  died  the  same  year;  a  son.  born  in  1721, 
died  in  1733  ;  a  son,  horn  in  1724,  died  the  same  year; 
Jane,  who  was  baptized  as  an  adult  in  1729.  married 
Thomas  Filer  in  1733-34:  Thomas,  baptized  (as  an 
adult)   in   1730,  married  Sarah    Hopkins    in    1740; 
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Henry,  baptized  in  1730  (as  an  adult),  married  Anna 
I'larlc ;  Keturah  was  baptized  in  1736;  Joanna  in 
1737  married  Ezekicl  Hantl;  Jacol)  was  baptized 
July  13,  1740,  as  an  adult  (record  reads:  "Jacob, 
son  of  Hczekiali  .Miller  owned  covenant  in  1740"). 
(1\'')  Jacob  Miller,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sherry)  Miller,  married  Susanna  W'ickes,  or 
Weeks,  of  Oyster  ]]ay,  L.  I.,  -May  24,  1738,  and  re- 
moved from  South  Hampton  to  Hunting'ton.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Mary  Renland,  of  Hunt- 
ington, in  175''.  He  was  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing nained  children:  Elizabeth,  baptized  June  10, 
1739;  Elizabtth.  baptized  April  4,  1742;  Matthew, 
baptized  Dec.  16,  1744:  Freelove,  baptized  Jidy  26, 
1747:  Jacob,  baptized  April  24,   1754. 

(V)  Jacob  Aliller,  son  of  Jacob  and  Susanna 
(Wickes)  Miller,  married  Elizabeth  Filer.  During 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  came  home  in  his  whale- 
boat  to  the  shores  of  Connecticut,  and  he  died  at 
Wallingford,  as  did  also  his  wife.  His  children  in- 
chided  Rev.  Samuel,  born  on  Long  Island,  April  15, 
1773;  Rev.  Thomas,  who  preached  on  Long  Island, 
and  is  buried  in  Southington,  Conn,  (by  his  two 
wives  he  had  twenty-two  chddren )  ;  Orrin  D. ; 
Henry  ;  and  others. 

(VI)  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Miller,  was  married  April  7,  1796,  to 
Vincy  Blakeslee,  and  died  Xov.  14,  1829.  He  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  May  12,  1821.  and  is  said  to  have 
preached  at  Meriden  for  twenty-six  years,  and  he 
died  at  \\'aningford.  His  wife,  Vincy  (Blakeslee), 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lois  (Ives)  Blakeslee.  was 
born  July  29,  1775,  and  died  Xov.  iS,  1829.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  (i)  Lyman,  born  Sept. 
27.  1797,  died  July  21,  1865.  He  married  April  19, 
1821,  Thankful,  daughter  of  David  and  Thankful 
(Moss)  Hall,  and  died  July  21,  1865.  Their  daugh- 
ter, ^'incy  Ann,  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Grove  \V. 
Curtis,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  (2)  John  Milton,  born 
Sept.  22,  1799,  died  Dec.  4,  1837.  He  married  ]\Ier- 
cia  Bryant,  of  Sheffield,  Mass.,  in  1823.  (3)  Joel, 
father  of  our  subject,  born  Oct.  24,  1801,  died  Aug. 
25,  1864.  He  married  March  13,  1823,  Clarissa, 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Plum.  She 
was  born  Jan.  23,  1805,  and  died  March  4,  1879. 
(4)  Samuel,  born  Dec.  i,  1803,  died  Jan.  11, 
187S.  He  married  Jan.  21.  1829,  Janet,  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Julia  (Hull)  Andrews.  (5)  Alonzo,  born 
April  12,  1806,  died  Oct.  10,  1S73 ;  he  and  his  brother 
Sanuiel  were  buried  at  Wallingford.  He  married, 
-"^I'S-  13  1829,  Eliza  Ann  Hobson.  (6)  Almond, 
born  Feb.  7,  1809,  died  Xov.  29,  1^64.  He  married 
Dec.  25,  1845,  Catherine  Rogers.  (7)  Oliver,  born 
^^'^y  31,  181 1,  died  when  a  young  man.  (8)  Rev. 
Harvey,  born  April  3,  1814,  died  Aug.  27,  1856. 
He  married  May  21,  1839,  Sarah  Rosetta  Ives, 
daughter  of  C)thaniel  and  Rosetta  (Yale)  Ives.  (9) 
C.;e.)rge,  born  Julv  12.  1818,  died  Tune  2,  1869.  He 
was  married  Aug.  5.  1845.  to  Lucy  Marcia.  daugh- 
ter of  i-:iisha  B.  and  HeiV-ibah   (;(ronwall)   Wilcox. 


Edward  Miller  was  reared  on  his  father's  farnv 

and  had  such  school  privileges  as  were  afTorde<l  the 
sons  of  the  general  farmer  of  that  day.  Besides  at- 
tending the  jniblic  scho<5ls  of  his  neighborhood  he 
spent  a  few  terms  in  the  I'ost  Academy,  in  Meriden. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  worked  for  a  time  in 
the  small  factory  of  Horatio  X.  Howard,  in  Meri- 
den, and  learned  how  to  make  lamp  screws,  hoops 
and  candlestick-springs,  l-'ollowing  this  experience 
he  was  employeil  for  two  years  with  Stedman  & 
Clark,  manufacturers  of  similar  goods.  This 
brought  him  to  the  period  when,  though  yet  in  his 
"teens,  he  began  a  business  career  on  his  own  ac- 
coimt.  Purchasing  a  set  of  tools,  he  associated  him- 
self with  his  father,  under  the  name  of  Joel  Miller 
&  Son,  and  began  in  a  small  way  the  manufacture 
of  a  similar  line  of  goods  in  \vhich  he  had  lieen  en- 
gaged for  others.  This  partnership  lasted  less  than 
two  years  when  the  son,  then  only  twenty,  pur- 
chased his  father's  interest  in  the  business  and  his 
own  legal  lime  up  to  his  majorit\-,  paying  for  both 
?8oo,  giving  his  notes  in  payment.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  young  man's  operations  were  so  suc- 
cessful that  before  the  end  of  the  following  year  his. 
notes  were  paid  out  of  the  profits  of  the  business. 
Through  great  industry,  honorable  dealing  and  hon- 
est effort  Mr.  Miller  soon  developed  a  great  and 
growing  business,  and  found  larger  quarters  nec- 
essary. He  erected  a  wooden  structure  on  the  site 
of  the  present  works,  wdiich,  together  with  practi- 
cally its  contents,  was  destroyed  .by  fire  in  the  early 
part  of  1856.  Though  the  blow  was  a  severe  one, 
which  swept  away  the  accumulations  of  years,  Mr. 
Miller  met  the  situation  with  the  fortitude  and  per- 
severance characteristics  of  the  man.  and  before  the 
close  of  the  year  the  factory  was  rebuilt  and  was 
again  in  running  order.  This  misfortune  and  its 
follower,  the  panic  of  1S57,  were  keenly  felt,  and  for 
a  time  somewhat  dampened  his  ardor,  yet  he  pulled 
through  and  was  soon  again  on  the  way  to  success. 
In  January,  1858,  he  went  to  Xew  York  in  search 
of  some  novelty  for  manufacture  and  there  saw  the 
kerosene  burner,  which  had  just  been  brought  from 
\ienna,  .Austria.  Returning  to  Meriden.  he  deter- 
mined to  make  the  burner,  though  in  an  improved 
form.  ■  Mr.  Miller  deserves  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  in  .America  to  make  and  put  upon  the  mar- 
ket the  kerosene  burner,  for  burning  kerosene  oil 
!  made  from  distilled  coal.  This  led  also  to  the  manu- 
j  facture  of  lamps,  bronzes,  sheet  brass,  and  various 
forms  of  utensils  made  from  that  metal.  The  fac- 
I  tory  was  soon  taxed  beyond  its  capacity,  necessitat- 
j  ing  successive  enlargements.  In  1866  it  was  deemed 
!  wise  by  Mr.  Miller  to  associate  with  himself  other 
j  capitalists  in  the  business,  so  in  July  of  that  year  a 
]  joint-stock  company  was  formed,  and  the  business 
I  was  continued  under  the  name  of  E^lwa^ll  Miller  & 
Co.,  the  capital  stock  of  the  concern  lieing  S200,- 
000.  Uijder  the  wise  direction  of  its  president,  Mr. 
Miller,  the  business  of  the  company  was  so  eidargcd 
I  that  the  factorv  now  covers  several  acres  of  ground 
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and  gives  work  to  nearly  eight  Innulrod  employes. 
In  sjjcaking'  of  this  estahlishnient  some  _\ears  ago 
the  ^leridcn  Journal  said  : 

The  company's  prosperity  is  sticli  thai  it  knows  no 
tlull  periods  or  its  workmen  no  want  oi  employment.  Tlie 
■departments  are  fully  equipped  with  all  the  most  modern 
machinery  that  can  aid  in  tlie  rapid  and  perfect  produc- 
tion of  goods.  It  is  the  rule  in  the  nianutacture  of  their 
goods  that  excellence  is  the  grand  ihinj;  to  be  attained, 
and  tlie  high  esteem  in  which  their  products  are  held  by 
dealers  and  consumers  warrants  the  assertion  that  they 
realize  the  end  souglit.  Their  products  are  largely  export- 
ed to  foreign  lands,  and,  immense  as  this  business  is,  it  is 
daily  increasing.  It  would  be  an  impos^ibilily  to  enumer- 
ate the  great  assortment  of  articles  made  by  this  com- 
panj".  Prominent  among  them  are  lamp  trimmings  of 
every  variety,  tinners'  hardware,  together  with  brass  and 
bronze  goods.  Their  designs  are  thoroughly  their  own, 
and  are  selected  by  those  appreciative  of  the  superiority 
of  American  goods  and  .American  styles  over  those  of  for- 
eign lands.  Yet  the  company  keeps  a  sharp  eye  on  the  cen- 
ters of  artistic  productions,  with  a  view  that  none  shall 
€xcel  them.  The  result  is  that  not  only  are  the  designs  of 
art  centers  equalled,  but  in  most  cases  excelled  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  American  artist. 

In  1884  the  company  began  to  manufacture  the  "Roch- 
ester" lamps.  No  adequate  conception  of  their  value  as 
illuminators  could  be  gained,  however,  except  to  see  them 
when  lighted.  They  give  a  clear,  steady,  beautiful,  yet 
strong,  light,  that  is  proof  at  first  sight  of  their  Superiority. 
Over  one  thousand  different  designs  of  the  "Rochester'' 
are  made,  varying  from  the  "Rochester,  Jr.  "  to  the  "Mam- 
moth," capable  of  flooding  the  largest  hall  with  a  light 
almost  equal  to  that  of  an  electric  arc  light. 

When  the  Rochester  lamp  reached  its  present 
standard  Mr.  Miller,  as  imitations  l>egan  to  be 
placed  on  the  market,  determined  to  reach  out  fur- 
ther than  ever  into  the  realms  of  light  production. 
Every  principle  of  the  new  lamp  must  have  a  sci- 
entific basis,  and  no  detail  be  omitted  which  would 
affect  its  working  in  the  slightest  degree.  The  re- 
sult of  his  experiments  finds  expression  in  the 
"Miller"  lamp.  It  is  simplicity  itself.  It  has  no  dirt 
pocket,  and  cannot  get  out  of  order;  the  central 
•draft,  through  a  solid,  seamless  brass  tube,  cannot 
leak;  it  has  the  screw  adjustment  and  plunge  move- 
ment, to  be  used  at  pleasure,  both  perfect ;  oil  can- 
not drip  down  the  tube,  and,  to  crown  all,  it  has 
the  best  and  simplest  device  for  re-wicking  ever 
invented.  Naturally  Mr.  ]\Iiller  takes  great  pride 
in  this  latest  achievement.  Every  point  of  import- 
ance is  different  from  all  other  lamps,  and  each  new 
principle  is  fully  covered  by  patents. 

President  Miller,  in  his  political  views,  is  a  Re- 
publican, though  he  never  sought  public  office.  His 
religious  connections  are  with  the  Broad  Street 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 
In  1869  'he  gave  the  church  an  elegant  organ.  For 
years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Baptist 
Educational  Society.  He  gives  liberally  of  his 
means  to  all  worthy  benevolences,  contributed  large- 
ly toward  the  erection  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church  edifice,  has  remembered  substantially  the 
Connecticut  Literarv  Institute,  at  SuffielJ,  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Mcridcn. 

On  Aug.  30.  184S,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to 
Caroline  M.   Xeal,  who  was  born  April   14,   1S30, 


daughter  of  Joseph  and  Matilda  (BarnesJ  Xcal, 
of  Southington,  Comi.,  and  to  her  wise  counsel 
and  advice  .\lr.  Miller  generously  ascrilx's  nuich  uf 
his  lirosjierity  and  success.  'J'he  following  three  of 
t'heir  five  children  survive:  Edward  Miller,  Jr.,  a 
graduate  of  I'rown  University,  is  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  luKvard  .\iiller  Co.;  Arthur  E. 
Miller  is  stiperintendenl  of  the  same  cuini)any ;  and  .. 
Layette  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Kcndrick,  of 
Meriden.  I 

HON.  GEORGE  AUSTIX  FAY,  who  for 
many  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
the  Xcw  Haven  County  Bar,  and  located  in  the  city 
of  Meriden,  has  been  a  resident  of  his  adopted  city 
and  State  for  forty  and  more  years,  and  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  there,  largely  in  litiga- 
tions for  corporations,  for  nearly  that  length  of 
time.  Born  Aug.  29,  1838,  in  the  town  of  Marl- 
boro, Mass.,  Mr.  P""ay  is  a  son  of  the  late  George  W. 
and  Amanda  Almina  (Ward)  Fay,  of  Marlboro, 
and  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
John  Fay,  his  first  American  ancestor  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  who  was  born  about  1648,  in  England. 

(I)  John  Fay  was  born  aliotit  1A48,  in  I-jigland. 
and  sailed  from  Gravesend  in  the  ship  '"Bpeedwell," 
in  1656,  arriving  in  Boston  in  June  of  that  year. 
Among  the  passengers  were  some  who  were  bound 
for  Sudbury,  where  they  had  either  parents  or  rela- 
tives, young  Fay  among  the  number.  As  early  as 
1669  he  is  found  at  Marlboro,  where  are  recorded 
the  births  of  his  children.  Mr.  Fay  soon  left  INIarl- 
boro  for  Watertown,  where  he  buried  his  wife  and 
one  of  his  sons.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Brig- 
ham,  and  (second)  in  1678  Mrs.  Susanna  Morse, 
born  in  1643,  '^vidow  of  Joseph  Morse,  and  daugh- 
ter of  William  Shattuck.  of  Watertown.  Mr.  Fay 
seems  to  have  left  Marlboro  and  gone  to  Water- 
town  as  a  means  of  safety,  as  on  the  return  of  peace, 
after  the  close  of  King  Fhilij/s  war.  he  returned  to 
Marlboro,  and  there  died  in   1690. 

(II)  John  Fav  (2),  son  of  John  the  emigrant. 
was  born  in  Marlboro,  Mass.,  Xov.  30,  1669.  On 
Dec.  I,  1690,  he  married  Elizabeth  Wellington, 
who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1673,  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Elizabeth  (Sweetman)  Wellington,  and 
died  in  March,   1729.     He  married    (second)    Dec. 

16,  1729.  Levinah  Brigham.  who  survived  him  un- 
til March  8,  1749.  Mr.  Fay  settled  in  that  part  of 
Marlboro  which  later  became  Westboro.  and  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  latter  he  becaine  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens,  and  filled  the  princ'ipal 
town  offices.  He  died  in  1747.  Of  his  ten  chil- 
dren the  births  of  the  four  eldest  are  recorded  in 
Marlboro. 

(III)  John  Fay  (3),  .son  of  John  (2).  was  Ixirn 
Dec.  5,   1700,  and  died   Xov.   to.   1732.     On  April 

17,  1721,  he  married  Hannah  Child.  He  became  a 
large  land  owner,  and  liveil  in  ^^arlboro  and  North- 
l>oro.  His  widow  weddetl  Samuel  Lyscomb,  of 
Southboro. 
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(I\')  Josiah  Fay,  son  of  Jolm  (3),  was  born 
I'eb.  4,  1731,  and  died  Ausj.  8,  i/jO.  lie  was  mar- 
ried March  22,  1757,  to  ?\lary  Uent,  who  was  born 
April  18,  1737,  a  daughter  of  Peter  lient,  of  Marl- 
boro, and  died  in  183 1,  the  mother  of  nine  children. 
Josiah  Fay  settled  in  Southboro,  Mass.,  aiiout  1750, 
and  was  sergeant  in  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point 
in  1756,  was  warden  in  1769,  and  selectman  1770- 
71-75.  He  commanded  a  comjjany  of  minute  men 
who  marched  in  the  early  morn  of  April  ig,  1775. 
to  Concord.  Tiic  battle  was  fought  before  he  ar- 
rived, but  he  followed  on  to  Cambridge.  Fie  was 
ordered  to  Dorcliester  Heights,  and  there  stayed 
during  the  occupation  by  the  lintish  of  tnc  losvii 
of  Boston.  Pie  enlisted  in  the  army  during  the 
war,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  and  was 
ordered  to  New  York  City,  where  he  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  Aug.  8,  1776.  His  sword 
was  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Peter  Fay, 
of  Southboro,.  in  1883. 

(\')  Josiah  Fay,  son  of  Major  Josiah,  was 
born  June  10,  1758,  and  was  a  twin  of  Mary.  He 
settled  first  on  the  old  nomestead  in  Southboro.  and 
there  remained  until  1799,  when  he  removed  to 
Marlboro.  By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  and  he 
also  manufactured  nails  by  hand,  being  a  very 
skillful  mechanic.  He  was  selectman  in  1775, 
field  drummer  in  1787,  and  constable  in  1791.  He 
had  the  title  of  captain,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  death  occurred  at  Alarl- 
boro  Feb.  iS,  1845.  In  17SS  he  wedded  Hepzibah 
Collins,  of  Southboro,  2\lass.,  a  descendant  of  Miles 
Standish,  the  well-known  Puritan.  She  was  born 
in  1751,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1843.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children:  Josiah,  born  Aug.  26, 
17SS;  Abigail,  Sept.  19,  1790  (married  Feb.  6, 
181 1,  William  Howe,  Jr.);  Mark,  Jan.  29.  1793; 
Mary,  Feb.  2j,  1796;  Peter  B.,  May  24,  179S  (died 
July  24,  1831);  Sally,  July  30,  iSoi ;  Hepzebeth, 
March  13,  1803;  George  \\'..  May  12,  1805;  Jerub 
Amber,  Dec.  14,  1808;  Julius  Augustus,  Oct.  15, 
1812. 

(VI)  George  William  Fay,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  12,  1S05,  and  died  Feb.  5,  1867. 
He  was  married  at  Williniantic,  Conn.,  Oct.  5.  1S35, 
to  Amanda  Almina  Ward,  who  was  born  April  20, 
1814,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Eunice  (Storrs) 
Ward.  They  resided  in  Marlboro,  Mass.,  where 
Mrs.  Fay  died.  Their  children  were:  (i)  Lucian 
Dana,  born  Sept.  14.  1836,  died  at  St.  Louis.  Mo., 
Jan.  ID,  1S71.  He  was  married  April  12,  18/35,  to 
Martia  King  Eatchelor.  (2)  George  Austin,  born 
Aug.  29,  1838.  married  in  Meriden,  Sept.  11.  1S65, 
Jane  Maria  Curtis,  who  was  born  Jan.  4,  1842. 
(3)  Mary  Ann.  born  Oct.  28.  1840,  died  June  10, 
18S0.  'She  married  Oct.  12.  i8()3.  Hcnrv  Otis  Rus- 
sell, and  had  two  children — Theresa  Marilla.  born 
June  27,  1866;  and  ITenry  Carlton,  born  June  27, 
1S69.  (4)  Franklin  Sullivan,  born  Sept.  26.  1S4S. 
was  married  at  Stuyvesant,  X.  Y.,  Sept.  28.   18S1, 


to  Elizabeth  Ham,  burn  June  2,  1858.  (5)  He- 
man  Storrs,  born  J-'eb.  6,  1852,  married  Seiit.  23, 
1891,  Ella  C.  Fontaine,  and  has  one  child,  licnian 
Storrs,  Jr.,  born  June  10,  1896. 

(\'ll)  George  Austin  Fay,  son  of  George  W., 
passed  his  early  youth  upon  the  home  farm.  He 
attended  the  common  school  of  his  native  town, 
and  was  subsequently  graduated  from  the  Marlboro 
high  school.  In  1859  "^'  l*-'"-  home,  going  to  Meri- 
den.  Conn.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  During  his 
early  residence  there  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Adams  E.xpress  Co.,  and  was  at 
the  same  time  the  Western  Union  telegraph  opera- 
tor at_that  place.  Two  years  later,  in  May,  1861, 
he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  L'niversity, 
where  in  "1862  he  was  graduated  LL.  B.  After 
his  graduation  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  O.  H. 
Piatt,  now  United  .States  senator,  where  he  re- 
mained a  year.  In  May,  1863,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Connecticut  Bar  as  an  attorney  at  law,  and 
has  since  practiced  that  profession.'  In  1871  Mr. 
Fay  was  elected  by  the  Republicans  to  the  State 
Senate  from  the  Sixth  Senatorial  District,  and  in 
that  body  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Incorporations,  and  also  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Elections,  to  determine  who  was  elected 
governor  of  the  State.  The  canvass  for  State  of- 
fices during  the  preceding  campaign  had  been  an 
exceedingly  exciting  one,  and  resulted,  as  will'  be 
remembered,  in  a  declaration  of  the  election  of 
Flon.  James  E.  English,  of  Xew  Haven,  en  the  face 
of  the  returns,  by  a  majority  of  thirty-nine  votes. 
On  account  of  the  Fourth  ward  of  Xew  Haven  the 
election  of  Mr.  English  was  contested  and  an  in- 
vestigation instituted,  with  the  result  of  unseating 
him,  and  awarding  the  gubernatorial  cffice  to  Hon. 
Marshall  Jewell,  who  was  duly  inaugurated  Gov- 
■ernor  of  Connecticut.  Since  that  legislative  term 
Mr.  Fay  has  not  taken  any  active  part  in  politics 
beyond  casting  his  vote  for  the  candidate  of  the  Re- 
publican partv,  feeling  obliged  to  devote  his  time 
wholly  to  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been 
much  more  than  ordinarily  successful.  Mr.  Fay  is 
one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  Meriden.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  r^Iasonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  lover 
of  good  books,  and.  probably,  has  one  of  the  largest 
private  libraries  in  the  State. 

In  1865  Mr.  Fay  was  married  to  Jennie  M. 
Curtis,  only  daughter  of  Alfred  P.  Curtis,  of  Mer- 
iden. 

'  Fr.\xk  S.  F.w.  a  brother  of  Hon.  George  A. 
Fay,  and  also  a  leading  lawyer  of  the  X'ew  Haven 
County  Bar,  and  a  substantial  citizen  of  Meriden, 
is  a  native  of  Marlboro.  Mass..  where  he  was  born 
Sept.  26.  1848.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Marl- 
boro high  school  in  i8Cx),  and  after  this  event  at 
once  came  to  Meriden  to  piirsue  his  law  studies  in 
the  office  of  his  brother.  George  .A.  Fav.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  X'ew  Haven  County  Bar  in  Sep- 
tember, 1871.  since  whicli  tin.ie  he  has  practiced  his 
profession    in    Meriden,   and    with   desired   success. 
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From  1882  to  1893  'i"-'  served  as  prosecuting-  agent 
for  New  Haven  county,  and  at  various  times  has 
lield  the  position  of  cit)-  attorney,  or  cor])oration 
counsel,  for  the  city  of  Aleriden.  In  1891  he  was 
town  site  commissioner  in  tiic  Territory  of  Okla- 
homa, and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  board  of 
three,  deciding  land_  titles  for  the  city  of  Okla- 
homa. In  March,  1902,  he  was  appointed,  by  Gov. 
jMcLean,  judge  of  the  city  and  police  courts  of 
Weriden,  succeeding  Judge  James,  i'.  PlaiT,  wliich 
ajjpointment  meets  with  the  approval  of  all  tlie 
leading  lawyers  of  the  city. 

On  Sept.  28,  1881,  Mr.  Fay  was  married,  at 
Stuyvesant,  X.  Y.,  to  Elizabeth  B.,  daughter  of 
Allen  J.  and  Martha  (Cutter)  Ham.  I 

JOHN  E.  ])UEY  (deceased).  For  a  number  i 
of  years  John  E.  Duey  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
New  Haven,  and  was  widely  known  in  business  life 
as  an  engraver,  his  work  in  this  line  commanding 
the  attention  of  the  most  critical  trade  of  the  city. 
Although  the  greater  part  of  his  business  life 
was  passed  in  Connecticut,  and  his  scene  of  success 
was  New  Haven,  ^Ir.  Duey  was  not  of  New  Eng- 
land parentage.  He  was  born  in  Camden,  N.  J., 
Oct.  19,  1838,  son  of  John  G.  and  Emily  (Ed- 
munds) Duey,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  descend- 
ant of  a  French  surveyor  who  came  to  America  in 
the  suite  of  Gen.  Lafayette.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Duey  was  born  in  England,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Edmunds,  who  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  possessed 
of  large  tracts  of  valuable  land.  Later  he  remov- 
ed to  Philadelphia,  where  he  embarked  in  a  broker- 
age business,  his  death  occurring  in  that  city,  at  the  | 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  1       j 

John  G.  Duey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
youngest  son  of  his  parents,  and  inherited  a  fortune. 
After  his  marriage  to  Emi!\-  Edmunds,  he  settled  t 
in  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  his  birth,  but  died  in 
Detroit,   Mich.     A   family   of   three   children   came  ' 
to  John  G.  Duey  and  wife,  namely :     ^Matilda,  who  i 
married    Charles    Stevens,    settled    in    Philadelphia,  j 
and   died   there ;   Nathaniel,   who   died   in   infancy ;  ; 
and  John  E. 

John  E.  Due\'  was  reared  in  Philadelphia  until  ' 
he  was  fourteen  }'ears  of  age,  and  acquired  an  ex-  j 
cellent  education  in  the  Catherine  St.  Grammar  j 
school.  His  early  tastes  led  him  into  the  study  of  j 
engraving,  and  that  continued  to  be  his  occupation  | 
through  life.  A  natural  talent,  combined  with  re-  ! 
fined  taste  and  mechanical  skill,  enabled  Mr.  Duey 
to  hold  a  very  prominent  place  in  his  profession,  i 
At  the  outljreak  of  the  Civil  war.  ]\[r.  Duey  be-  j 
came  a  soldier,  enlisting  in  New  York  City  as  a  | 
member  of  Co.  G,  83d  N.  'S'.  \'.  L,  and  remained  i 
in  the  service  for  three  vcars,  participating  in  manv  | 
of  the  most  decisive  battles  of  the  war.  .\fter  the  1 
war  he  located  in  New  York,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  engravinjr  for  Tiffany.  He  became  a 
resident   of   New   Haven,   in    1869,   during   the   re- 


mainder of  his  active  life  following  his  profession 
in  this  city,  designing  to  a  considerable  extent  for 
I  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  and  also  pins  and  eni- 
j  blems  for  various  fraternities. 

!         On  Aug.   15,   1865,  Mr.  Duey  was  married  to 
j  Ehza   Emieline   Atwood,   born    in   New   Hartford,, 
j  Conn.,  daughter  of  Puel  Atwood,  of  the  same  place. 
}  Her  death  occurred  Sept.  26,   1898,  when  she  was 
i  aged    sixty-two   years.     A    familv   of   five  children 
i  were   born     to    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Duev,    as     follows: 
I  George  Buel,  who  died  aged  eight  vcars:  Tillie  Ed- 
munds, who  married,  Feb.  9,  1892,'Dwight  P.  Wil- 
I  cox,  of  Meriden,  and  died  Julv  i',  189^  leaving  a 
j  son,  Reginald  Parker;  Eddie,  who  passed  awav  at 
the  age  of  six  months;  Mav  Florence:  and  Bessie 
I  Maud,  who  married  Oct.  24,  1901,  Charles  L  Bou- 
ton,  of  the  New  Haven  board  of  education.     His 
religious  rearing  was  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
through  life,  he  was  one  of  its  consistent  members 
and  liberal  supporters.     In  political  life,  Mr.  Duey 
\yas  an   Independent,  binding  himself  bv  no  party 
tie.   but  ever  taking  a   most   intelligent   interest  in 
public   aftairs,    and    actively    promoting   enterprises 
which  he  deemed  to  be  of  advantage  to  his  country 
and    city.     He    was    much    interested    and    actively- 
identified   with'  several   fraternaLorganizations.  be- 
ing a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  in  which  he  was  senior  deacon,  and  was  Past 
Grand  in  Center  Lodge  No.  68.  I.  O.  O.  F..  of  Mer- 
iden.    He   also   belonged    to    Admiral    Foote    Post, 
G.   A.   R.     In   the  death   of  IMr.   Duev,   which   oc- 
curred Jan.  30,   1902,  the  city  of  New  Haven  lost 
one  of  its  niost   prominent,   substantial   and   repre- 
sentative citizens. 

ALONZO  FELTON  WOOD  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  New  Haven 
county,  and  his  influence  was  a  factor  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  town  of  Orange,  especially  along  re- 
ligious and  educational  lines.  He  was  born  Tune 
27,  1824.  in  Huntington,  Conn.,  son  of  Luther  and 
Lydia  (Felton)  Wood.  His  father,  born  Feb.  3. 
1778.  in  Westboro.,  Mass..  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a  tanner  in  difliercnt  places  in  Connecticut  dur- 
ing his  life.  He  finally  removed  to  New  Yoik 
City,  but  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  died  at 
Huntington,  aged  seventy-eight.  His  grandfather. 
Willi;am  Wood,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Lexington 
and  Bunker  Hill.  His  mother.  Lydia  Felton.  born 
Oct.  4,  1783,  in  Marlboro.  INIass..  lived  to  the  age 
of  eight\-^seven  vears.  She  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  Massachusetts.  One  of  her 
ancestors.  Rev. ^Samuel  Skelton.  was  the  first  min- 
ister at  Salem.  Mass.  His  daughter  married  Na- 
tlianiel  Felton.  who  was  the  first  of  his  family  to 
come  to  America,  settling  at  Salem  in  1633. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
a  family  of  three  children,  all  now  deceased.  His 
early  boyhood  was  spent  in  Huntington  and  at  the 
age  of  tliirteen  he  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
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learned  the  ilruj:;  business  of  L.  K.  Dow,  a  i)rominent 
druggist.  He  was  alwa\s  a  ])crson  of  strong  fam- 
ily affections,  and  in  those  early  days,  after  clos- 
ing store,  late  Saturday  night,  would  frequently 
walk  sixteen  miles  to  liis  home  in  Huntington,  that 
he  might  spend  Sinulay  with  his  parents,  return- 
ing in  time  to  ojjen  the  store  again  on  M(.>nday 
niorning.  In  1845  he  opened  the  drug  store  at  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Cieorge  streets,  which  he  car- 
ried on  until  his  death,  Aug.  28,  1885,  purchas- 
ing the  old  building  there  a  few  years  after  start- 
ing in  business.  In  1879  he  built  the  brick  build- 
ing on  the  saiFiC  site,  where  the  business  is  still 
being  carried  un  by  his  two  youngest  sons.  At  the 
time  of  his  deatli  Air.  Wood  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best-known  business  men  of  Xew  Haven.  He 
resided  there  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life, 
first  on  George  street,  then  on  Hill  street,  remov- 
ing from  this  latter  place  into  a  new  house  he  built 
on  Broad  street.  At  that  time  there  was  a  stream 
of  water  by  the  side  of  the  place  where  Commerce 
street  now  is. 

Mr.  Wood  married  April  i,  1846,  Rachel 
Hodges,  who  w^as  born  Sept.  29,  1825,  in  Xew 
Haven,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  ( Prior j 
Hodges,  both  natives  of  Somersetshire,  England. 
They  came  to  America  in  18 18,  on  a  sailing  vessel, 
the  voyage,  which  was  a  very  stormy  one,  lasting 
six  weeks. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  \\'ood  were  leaders  in  the  work 
of  organizing  St.  Thomas  Church,  Xew  Haven, 
some  of  the  early  meetings  for  that  purpose  being 
held  in  their  George  street  home.  Their  daughter, 
Ida  AI.,  was  the  first  child  baptized  in  the  new 
stone  church  on  Elm  street.  Air.  Wood  was  all 
his  life  an  earnest  worker  in  the  church,  was  the 
first  treasurer,  and  held  the  office  of  vestryman  as 
long  as  he  lived.  Hie  was  also  at  one  time  vestry- 
man of  Christ  Church,  West  Haven,  as  well  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  Airs.  \\'ood  is  the  only  original  member  of 
St.  Thomas  Church  now  living.  Air.  and  Airs. 
Wood  were  original  members  of  Trinity  Chhrch, 
the  latter  having  been  baptized,  confirmed  and  mar- 
ried there. 

In  Alarch,  1858,  they  settled  in  West  Elaven, 
in  the  home  which  Air.  Wood  built,  on  First  avenue, 
anrl  which  became  his  home  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  and  is  still  that  of  his  widow.  West  Haven 
^>'as  then  but  a  small  country  place  of  old-time 
hiiuses,  few  streets,  and  but  one  small  public  school 
'■  use,  but  Mr.  \\'ood  lived  to  see  many  changes, 
both  there  and  in  New  Haven.  Wood  street  was 
<'i>ened  by  and  named  after  Air.  \\'ood.  As  a  resi- 
dent of  West  Haven  he  took  an  active  and  keen 
I'.terest  in  local  politics,  served  two  terms  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  introduced  the  bill  for  the 
h'-rsc  railroad  through  \\'est  Haven  to  Savin  Rock. 
He  was  also  clerk  of  the  school  hoard  for  manv 
.^':irs.  and  at  times  served  as  grand  juror.  His 
M.nnd   judgment    and    high   moral    character    were 


recognized  by  his  associates,  and  throughout  the 
comnumity  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Air.  and  Airs. 
Wood,  only  four  lived  to  maturity:  (i)  Luther 
H.,  the  eldest  son,  a  graduate  of  the  Sheffield  Sci- 
entific School,  of  Yale  College,  and  the  Yale  Aled- 
ical  School,  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  practic- 
ing jjhysician,  first  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  then 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he  died  Sept.  5,  1899.  He 
left  one  son,  Harry  C,  a  journalist  of  Castle  Rock, 
Colo.  (2)  Ida  AI.  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  A.  Hill, 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  (3)  A.  Felton  is  residing 
in  West  Haven.  [4)  James  P.  is  a  resident  of 
Xew  Haven. 

As  a  Freemason  Alonzo  F.  Wood  was  well 
known  to  the  older  members  of  Hiram  Lodge,  Xew 
Haven.  Fie  belonged  to  Franklin  Chapter,  Xo. 
2,  and  Harmony  Council,  Xo.  8.  As  a  man  of  af- 
fairs in  the  borough  of  West  Haven  and  town  of 
Orange,  and  its  representative  in  the  General  As- 
semljly,  'his  infiuence  was  felt  for  many  years  in 
the  local  councils  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which 
he  was  a  stanch  adherent ;  and  as  a  business  man 
he  became  well  known  to  the  older  generations  of 
citizens,  during  the  forty  years  of  his  business  life 
at  the  corner  of  Church  and  George  streets,  Xew 
Haven.  He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  also  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Connecticut  Pharmaceutical  Association.  He 
died  greatly  lamented  and  universally  respected. 

LEWIS  AIIX,  for  a  number  of  years  a  success- 
ful merchant  tailor  of  Xew  Haven,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired,  was  born  Oct.  2,  182 1,  in  that 
city,   where   the    family   has   long  been   established. 

Tradition  says  that  the  Alix  family  can:e  to  this 
country  from  London,  England.  Thomas  Alix 
(Aleekes),  X'ew  Haven,  1643,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  and  first  grantees  of  the  town.  In  1649  he 
married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Capt.  Xathaniel 
Turner.  Thomas  Alix  died  in  1691,  leaving  a  good 
estate.  The  prominence  in  Xew  Haven,  about  one 
hundred  years  after  the  settlement^  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Thomas  Alix  is  shown  by  the  Wailsworth 
map,  1748.  Three  of  the  principal  corners  on  the 
public  square,  the  present  "Green,"  were  occupied 
by  families  of  the  name.  Samuel  Alix,  schoolmas- 
ter, lived  and  kept  the  school  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  College  and  Elm  streets,  where  the  Battel! 
Chapel  now  stands.  Directly  opposite,  on  the  north- 
west corner,  where  the  East  Divinity  School  is 
built,  Jonathan  Alix  kept  the  inn,  and  Timothy 
Alix,  the  physician,  lived  on  or  near  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  "Green,"  now  the  corner  of  Church 
and  Elm  streets.  X'athaniel  Alix,  fanner,  lived  on 
the  same  square  with  President  Clap,  of  the  college. 
Caleb  and  T.  Alix,  both  farmers,  lived  in  the  rear  of 
the  college.  An  earlier  ma]),  by  Joseph  Brown,  in 
1724,  shows  the  residence  also  of  John  Alix,  on 
thc_  northeast  corner  of  College  and  Elm  streets. 
Before  the  year  1800  three  of  the  name  of  Alix  had 
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graduated  from  Yale  College:  Samuel,  in  1720; 
iilisha,  in  1724;  and  'J'imnmy.  Jn  173O  a  Joseph 
Mix  was  a  member  of  the  Liencrnl  AsseniMy,  or 
deputy,  from  New  Haven,  witli  Jonathan  Ailing. 
In  1744,  and  later,  Samuel  Mix  was  jjrominent  as 
a  member  of  various  committees  ap]iointed  by  the 
Assembly. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Turner,  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going as  the  father  of  'Sirs.  Rebecca  Mi.x,  came  in 
the  Heet  with  Winthrop,  1630;  was  constable  in 
Boston,  1632;  representative  at  the  first  court,  1 
1634-30.  On  the  formation  of  the  civil  government 
in  New  Haven  he  was  elected  one  of  the  lirst  four 
magistrates,  1639;  i"  1C140  he  was  chosen  chief  mili- 
tary agent  for  New  Haven  in  the  purchase  of  Dela- 
ware lands;  in  1643  was  chosen  deputy  to  the  Court 
of  Combination,  or  Congress  of  the  New  England 
Colonies;  in  1646  sailed  for  London  in  the  "Phan-  : 
torn  Ship,"  and  was  never  afterward  heard  of. 

Joseph  Ali.x,  the  grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,. was  born 
in  New  Haven,  son  of  Lieut.  Joseph,  who  served 
in  the  Indian  war,  and  died  in  1757,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.  Joseph  Mix  passed  all  his  life  in  New 
Haven,  and  carried  on  the  baker  business  in  Chapel  , 
street,  near  Orange.  He  died  July  9,  181 1,  at  the  i 
age  of  seventy-one.  To  him  and  his  wife.  Patience 
Sperry,  of  ^^'oodbridge,  were  born  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Eli   I\Iix,  father  of  Lewis,  was  born  April   11,  : 
1784,  in  New  Haven,  where  throughout  his  active  ; 
life  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  ' 
conducting  one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the 
kind   in   the   city.     He   was    prominent   in   various 
connections.     He  died  Nov.  29,  1S48,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four,  a  member  of  the   North   Church.     He  | 
married  Grace  Peck,  who  was  born  Dec.  2,   1786, 
in  New  Haven,  daughter  of  Henry  Peck,  and  died 
Jan.    16,    1865.        Ten   children   were   born   to    this  \ 
union,  two  of  whom  sur\ive :     Lewis,  whose  name  i 
opens  these  lines;  and  \''irginia,  who  married  Will- 
iam Pettit  and  resides  in  Redlands,  California. 

(I)  Henry  Peck,  from  whom  ]^lrs.  Eli  Mix 
traced  her  descent,  was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
New  Haven  in  the  spring  of  1638.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  come  to  this  country  in  the  company 
of  Gov.  Eaton,  with  Rev.  John  Davenport  and 
others,  in  the  ship  "Hector,"  in  1637.  Mr.  Peck 
signed  the  compact  of  the  settlers,  made  June  4, 
1639,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  settlement. 

(II)  Joseph  Peck,  son  of  Henry  the  settler, 
baptized  Sept.  5,  1647,  married  Nov.  28,  1672, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Roger  Ailing,  and  lived  and 
died  in  New  Haven,  residing  upon  the  homestead. 

(III)  James  Peck,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Feb.  17, 
1679-S0,  married  (second)  July  10,  1729,  Hannah 
Leek,  and  settled  in  New  Haven,  where  he  died 
in  1760. 

(I\')    Stephen   Peck,  son  of  James,  born    Tune 


5,  1730,  married  (first)  ICslhcr  ^lunson  and  (sec- 
ond) Lydia  -Mills.  -Mr.  Peck  settled  upon  the 
George  .Street  estate    (homestead;. 

(Vj  Henry  Peck,  son  of  Stephen,  horn  Aug. 
-o.  I755>  \\as  a  block  maker  in  New  Haven.  He 
married  Hannah  Lewis,  and  they  had  a  large  fam- 
ily. They  lived  on  the  old  George  Street  estate, 
-Mr.  Peck  building  the  house  subsequently  occupied 
by   Lewis   Mix. 

Lewis  ]\lix,  the  subject  proper  of  this  article, 
has  passed  all  his  life  m  the  city  of  his  birth.  He 
received  his  education  in  tlie  common  schools  and 
the  Lancasterian  School,  and  then  learned  mer- 
chant tailoring,  in  which  line  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  in  1842.  By  thrift  and  industry  he 
won  a  large  patronage,  and  he  continued  the  busi- 
ness profitably  until  1880,  in  which  year  he  sold 
out.  Subsequently  he  was  Jiealth  inspector  until 
1897,  being  one  of  the  first  apjjointees  to  that  of- 
fice in  the  city.  Since  the  close  of  that  service  Mr. 
2^Iix  has  lived  retired,  occupying  a  comfortable 
home  at  No.   83   }ilansfield   street. 

In  1848  :\Ir.  ilix  married  :\Iiss  Mary  E.  Lee, 
of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  Lee,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  John  Lee,  who  was  born  in 
Lyme,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  his  life,  engaged  in 
farming.  Edwin  Lee  was  born  July  25,  1S02,  in 
Lyme,  Conn.,  and  in  1S24  settled  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  engaged  in  carriage  building  the  remain- 
der of  his  active  life,  dying  in  1885.  He  was  the 
first  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  carriage 
"bodies"  as  a  separate  business.  ?klr.  Lee  married 
Abigail  Ames,  one  of  the  six  children  of  Uri  and 
Mehitabel  (Mix)  Ames,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  shoemaker  in  New  Haven.  IMrs.  Ames  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Edwin  and  Abigail  (Ames)  Lee:  Mary 
E.,  Mrs.  ]Mix ;  and  Charles  E.,  who  is  in  Mexico. 
Airs.  Lee  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eightv-seven 
years.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mix,  six  now  living,  viz.:  (i)  Edward  Eli  is  book- 
keeper in  the  National  New  Haven  Bank,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  for  many  years.  He 
married  Ida  Andrews,  who  died  in  1S98,  leaving 
two  children.  Edna  and  Harold.  His  present  wife 
was  Laura  Baldwin.  (2)  \^■illis  Lee,  who  is  en- 
.caged  in  the  drug  business  in  New  Haven,  married 
Harriet  Bradley,  and  has  one  daughter,  Claribel, 
who  married  .Albert  L.  W'hitcomb.  (  3 )  Nellie  is 
a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (4")  Lewis  B.  is  a 
tclcplione  manager  in  Stamford,  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried Agnes  Brown,  and  thev  have  four  children, 
Dorothy,  Bradford,  Ames  and  Carl.  (5)  Jessie 
Ames  lives  at  home.  (6)  Virginia  P.  also  lives 
at  home.  Mr.  Mi.x's  religious  artiliation  is  with  the 
North  Church.  In  political  scntimer.t  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Mu- 
tual  .\id  Association. 
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CHARLES  DICKINSON  (deceased).  For 
fiftv  years  llie  Dickinsons,  tlie  lale  Cliarles  and 
}iis  son,  Major  Arthur  .M.  Dickinson,  of  W'atcr- 
Ijnr}-,  have  been  proniineully  identilied  with  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  that  city  and  town.  The 
Dickinson  family  was  itrominent  during  and  after  . 
llie  Revohitionary  war  at  .Saybrook  Point,  Conn., 
and  at  Saybrook  tlie  late  Charles  Dickinson  was 
horn  Sept.  7,  1S26,  and  there  passed  his  boyhood. 

Charles  Dickinson  first  engaged   in   business  in 
Williamsburg^,  ]\[ass.,  and  for  a  period  was  also  in 
New  York  City.     He  came  to  \Vaterbury  in   1S51, 
where   he    was   made   secretary   of   the   NVaterbury 
Jewelry   Company.     Not   long-  thereafter,   in    1856, 
he  was  given  a  responsible  position  in  the  office  of 
]_]encdict  &  Burnham,  and  had  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  large  brass  concern  on  the   road.     In 
January,  1866,  he  became  the  secretary  of  the  com- 
pany, and   on  the  death   of  the  president,   Charles 
Benedict,  Oct.  30,   18S1,  lie  was  chosen  treasurer. 
The   ^^^^terbury  Watch   Company   was   established 
in  ]\Iarch,   1S80,  and  Air.  Dickinson  was  made  its 
secretarv  with  i\Ir.  Benedict  as  president.     On  ]Mr.  . 
Benedict's   death    !\Ir.    Dickinson   was   advanced   to 
the  presidency  of  that  concern,  whose  phenomenal 
prosperity  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to.  his  execu- 
tive ability.     Gordon   W.   Burnham   had  succeeded 
i\Ir.  Benedict  as  president  of  Benedict  &  Burnham^ 
and  he  died  !\Iarch   18,   1885.     ]\Ir.  Dickinson- was 
at  once  chosen  as  the  best  man  to  succeed  him  in 
the   position   of   such   great   responsibility — to   keep 
lip  the  business  which  had  been  advanced  to  such 
a  high  standard  by  men  whose  names  are  immortal 
in  the  brass  industrv  of  the  world.     Nothing  can 
better  attest  the  business   capacity  of  Mr.  Dickin- 
son.    The   continued    prosperity    of   both   concerns 
amply  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  made 
b}'  them,  and  their  prosperity  has  in  a  large  meas- 
ure meant  that  of  the  whole  town,  hence  the  deep 
interest   of   Waterbury   in    Mr.    Dickinson's   career. 
In  further  evidence  of  his  great  capacitv  for  busi- 
tiess,  he  was  foremost  the  year  prior  to  his  death  in 
advancing   the   project   of  the   Aleriden-W'aterbury 
railroad,  and  was  made  president  of  the  company 
on  its  incorporation.     Those  who  saw  him  in  those 
committee   meetings,    while    the     stock    was    being- 
raised  for  what  was  considered  one  of  the  greatest 
public  blessings    ever   vouchsafed   Waterbury,   will 
never   forget   how   strong   was   his   public   spirited- 
iiess.     In  a  social  way,  I\Ir.  Dickinson  was  also  a 
man  of  mark,  and  occupied  the  position  of  second 
vice  president  of  the  Waterbury  Club.     He  was  a 
nicniber   of   the   board   of   aldermen    several   years, 
and    at    one    time    served    as    police    commissioner. 
1  lo  i-ntered  but  little  into  politics. 

Air.  Dickinson  was  married  to  Sarah  J.  Lynde, 
and  to  them  were  born  Nettie  L.  (Mrs.  E.  L.  Fris- 
'";■•  jr.),  Arthur  M.,  Edith  M.  fwho  died  Aug.  ^o. 
'8^,V>.  and  Amelia  B.  Charles  Dickinson  died 
-uddenly  at  Fortress  Alonroe,  \d..,  .-\pril   15.   1S88, 


and  on  the  following-  day  the  Waterbury  American 
editorially  thus  referred  to  his  death  and  life: 

It  is  difricult  in  tlic  first  suddenness  of  such  a  shock 
to  soberly  cstiniale  how  great  is  the  loss  of  so  forceful  a 
personality.     For  a  generation  Charles  Dickinson  has  been 
idcntit'icd  with  the  great  success  of  the  largest  nianuiaclur-     1 
mg  enterprise  in   Waterbury.     Found  and  proved  by  Mr.     ' 
F.enedict  while  he  controlled  tlie  policy  of  the  Benedict  & 
Burnham  Company,  to  be  a  capable  and  faithful  lieutenant 
in  wise  direction  and  in  executive  management,  it  was  but 
natural  that  he  should  succeed  Mr.  Benedict  in  it?  control,     , 
and  upon   Mr.  Bvirnham's  death,   should  become  the  nom-     I 
inal  as  well  as  the  real  president.     Indetati.gable  as  a  w-ork-     j 
er,    lo3-al    through    and    through,    alert    and    watchful,    he     j 
brunght  to  the  nianagcm  .nt  of  its  large  interests  qualities     ; 
which  justified  in  the  success  he  achieved  the  great  trust     '■ 
imposed  on  him.      The  same  qualities  made  him  a  conspicn- 
niis   leader    in   the   struggle   to   secure   for   Waterbury   the     , 
Mcridcn   railroad.     And.  it  was  •universally  recognized  as    : 
only  fiuing  that  he  should  be  chosen  president  when  the    j 
la^t  dollar  of  the  stock  iiad  been  pledged,  and  the  enter-    | 
prise  had  become  an  established  fact.  ] 

In  social  life  Mr.  Dickinson,  by  his  very  positiveness, 
drew  to  himself  n-iany  warm  and  strong  friends.  His 
genial  qualities,  and  his  love  of  life  and  of  all  that  life  has 
to  otter,  made  him  one  whose  comradeship  was  welcome, 
and  whose  loss  will  be  felt  in  no  conventional  sense.  The 
e.vtent  of  that  loss  in  depriving  the  family  circle  of  a  de- 
voted father  so  closely  following  that  of  the  w-ife  and 
mother,  appeals- to  the  suicere  sympathy  of  the  community. 

I\Iajor  Arthur  M.  Dickinson,  son  of  the  late 
Charles  Dickinson,  "ivas  born  Dec.  23,  1S59,  in  Wat- 
erbury, and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city,  at  the  Cheshire  Academy,  and 
at  Yale  College.  After  his  school  days  were  over, 
he,  in  1S79,  became  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturing  Co.  In  July, 
1890,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  corporation. 
He  entered  with  zeal  into  the  business  of  that  con- 
cern, and  has  served  it  with  great  fidelity  and  ef- 
ficiency. He  had  a  taste  for  military  attairs,  and 
in  July,  18S9,  he  was  appointed  adjutant,  with  rank 
of  "captain,  on  the  staff  of  Col.  J.  B.  Doherty,  of 
the  Second  Regiment  Connecticut  National  Guard, 
and  in  1893  was  promoted  to  be  major  of  the  regi- 
ment. .       I      :  ' 

ALFRED  ARLINGTON  HOWARTH.  a  re- 
spected and  prosperous  citizen  of  North  Haven,  is 
one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  has  good 
cause  to  remember  that  conflict,  having  gone 
through  the  horrors  of  Andersonville  and  Libby 
prisons,  and  he  still  bears  the  marks  of  war  on  his 
person. 

Mr.  Howarth  traces  his  ancestry  to  England, 
his  first  An-ierican  ancestor,  Thomas  Howarth.  com- 
ing hither  from  that  country,  bringing  with  hint 
his  two-year  old  son,  the  latter  of  whom  became  the 
father  of  our  subject.  Thomas  Howarth  located 
in  New  Haven,  which  beautiful  city  was  then  in 
its  youth,  and  there  engaged  in  his  trade  of  shoe- 
making;  later  he  opened  a  store  dealing  in  boots 
and  shoes.  His  death  occurred  in  New  Haven 
when   he   was   about  seventv  vears   old.     His  chil- 
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dren  were:  Alfred;  John,  who  established  the 
shoe  business  in  Is'ew  Haven  now  carried  on  by 
his  sons,  under  the  name  of  liowarth  Uros.,  on 
Chapel  street.  Thomas,  who  became  the  father  of 
James  A.  Howarth,  the  popular  and  efficient  jxist- 
mastcr  of  New  Haven;  William;  and  James. 

Alfred  Howarth  was  born  in  England,  came  to 
^Vmcrica  with  his  parents,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Xcw  Haven,  where  he  received  his  school- 
ing. He  early  entered  the  shop  of  his  father,  suc- 
ceeding him  later  in  business.  In  1852  he  came  to 
the  town  of  North  Haven,  where  he  purchased  the 
farm,  a  part  of  which  his  son  now  occupies,  living 
on  that  place,  but  still  conducting  the  business  in 
Kew  Haven.  On  account  of  poor  health  he  hnally 
disposed  of  the  latter,  and  gave  his  entire  time  to 
farming  interests,  also  "ijecoming  interested  in  fruit 
growing,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  ^Ir. 
Howarth  married  Elizabeth  Bartlett,  who  was  born 
in  1810  in  New  Haven,  daughter  of  Xathan  and 
Sarah  (Judd)  Bartlett,  and  died  in  1891.  iNIr.  Ho- 
warth died  six  years  prex'iously.  The)'  had  the 
following  children :  Jeremiah,  who  married  ^lary 
Peabody,  and  lives  in  Long  Meadow,  }^Iass. ; 
Thomas,  who  resides  with  his  brother ;  William, 
who  married  Louise  Bigelow;  Susannah,  wife  of 
John  Middlebrooks,  of  New  Haven;  Alfred  A.; 
Mary,  who  (first)  married  George  Scranton,  and 
subsequently  wedded  William  King,  and  lives  in 
New  York ;  and  Frank,  who  married  Anna  Leeds. 

Alfred  A.  Howarth  was  born  in  New  Haven 
Sept.  6,  1S39,  and  attended  the  district  schools 
and  the  North  Haven  academy,  leaving  school  to 
learn  the  trade  of  carriage  body  making,  in  New 
Haven.  Mr.  Howarth  continued  at  this  excellent 
trade  for  four  and  a  half  years,  but  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  was  among  the  first  to  respond  to 
the  call  of  his  country.  In  August,  1861,  he  en- 
listed for  service  in  Co.  F,  6th  Conn.  V.  L,  under 
Capt.  Louis  C.  Allen  and  Col.  Chatfield,  and  saw 
hard  and  exhausting  service,  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Hilton  Head,  Pocotaligo,  James  Island, 
Sccessionville,  Jacksonville,  Morris  Island,  Fort 
Wagner,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Chester  Station  and 
Drury's  Bluff.  At  the  latter  place  he  was  tak-en 
prisoner,  and  was  also  badly  wounded  in  the  right 
hand.  This  injurv  has  been  a  source  of  trouble  e\er 
since.  The  bayonet  was  aimed  at  his  heart,  and 
was  intercepted  bv  his  hand.  The  double  mis- 
fortune happened  May  16,  1864,  and  Mr.  Howarth 
was  taken  to  Libbv  prison,  where  he  was  kept  ten 
days  before  being  sent  to  the  terrible  pen  at  Ander- 
son\ille.  During  his  four  months  of  incarceration 
at  the  latter  place  he  could  scarcely  have  been  more 
wretched,  his  experiences  being  so  frightful  that 
his  weight  was  reduced  from  162  pounds  when 
captured,  to  97  pounds  when  paroled,  Dec.  16,  1864. 
Many  times  while  at  Andersonville  he  was  required 
to  assist  in  carrying  out  dead  comrades,  and  when 
he  and  others  were  discovered  in  an  attempt  to 
tunnel  a  wav  to  freedom,  starving  was  imposed  to 


dampen  the  spirits  of  the  poor  victims.  From  An- 
dersonville Mr.  Howarth  was  sent,  in  September, 
to  the  prison  at  Florence,  N.  C.j  from  which  place 
he  was  paroled.  He  reached  his  Iiomc  in  North 
Haven  soon  afterward,  sadly  wrecked  in  health, 
and  suffering  from  his  dangerous  wound.  A  long 
time  elapsed  before  he  could  use  his  hand  at  all, 
but  he  finally  returned  to  his  trade,  and  worked  for 
several   years   in    New   Haven. 

Mr.  Howarth  spent  some  time  in  work  in 
Orange  and  also  at  Millburn.  N.  J.,  but  rheumatism 
settling  in  his  crippled  hand  jirevented  a  secure 
grasp  of  the  necessary  tools  of  his  trade,  and  he  at 
last  found  it  necessary  to  give  it  up.  Returning  to 
North  Haven,  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm 
until  the  latter's  death,  at  which  time  he  bought  out 
the  other  heirs  and  is  now  success fullv  operating 
the  farm,  growing  fine  fruit  and  earlv  vegetables. 

Mr.  Howarth  was  married  Jan.  17,  1869.  to 
Ellen  Bradley,  who  was  bom  Jan.  8,  1841,  a  native 
of  New  Haven,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Louisa  \\'alcs 
(Stetson)  Bradley:  the  former  was  for  many  years 
clerk  of  Yale  College.  Children  as  follows  have 
come  to  this  union  :  Irene,  born  in  1870,  is  now 
the  wnfe  of  Albert  S.  Leek,  of  Hamden ;  Gertrude, 
born  in  1S72,  is  a  trained  nurse  in  Providence.  R. 
I.;  Frederick,  born  in  1S74,  married  Ellen  Fitz- 
morris,  and  resides  in  New  Haven;  T^Fabel  and 
Raymond,  twins,  were  born  in  1S7S.  The  family 
connection  is  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
where  they  are  highlv  esteemed.  In  politics  Mr. 
Howarth  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  always  inter- 
ested in  anything  promising  success  to  the  party 
he  believes  possesses  the  right  principles. 

HORACE  P.  SHARES  (deceased)  and  his 
father,  the  late  Daxiki,  W.  Sh.\res.  were  both  na- 
tives of  the  town  of  Hamden  and  botli  proniineiit  in 
that  communitv,  the  former  also  in  the  business  cir- 
cles of  New  Haven.  He  was  for  forty  years  iden- 
tified with  that  city  as  a  prominent  brick  manufac- 
turer and  there  his  son,  Fred  I.,  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  business.  The  Shares  family,  with  its 
allied  families  through  marriage,  is  of  sturdy  an- 
cestry of  the  Colonial  jjeriod  of  New  England. 

Born  May  8,  1836.  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  near 
Whitncyville,  Horace  P.  Shares  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  W.  and  Janette  (Bassctt)  Shires.  The 
father  was  an  inventor  of  consideralile  note,  and 
his  inventions,  as  labor-saving  devices,  took  well 
and  have  given  him  fame.  He  invented  and  had 
patented  horse  hoeing  and  planting  machines,  which 
he  manufactured,  and  which  now  are  used  with  sat- 
isfactory results:  also  manufactured  other  farm- 
ing implements,  among  them  a  colter  harrow,  which 
took  the  highest  premium  in  successive  State  fairs. 

Horace  P.  Shares  received  such  educational  ben- 
efits as  the  neighborhood  schools  of  his  youth  af- 
forded— no  great  advantages,  for  his  attendance 
was  limited  to  a  few  months  in  the  winter  season, 
and  was  not  then  bv  anv  means  regular.     After  a 
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little  traveling;  experience  he  married  and  settled  in 
the  Quinnipiac  Valley,  and  there  engaged  in  a  bus- 
iness which  had  long-  been  carried  on  in  that  region 
and  with  which  he  was  destined  to  bcconie  promi- 
nently and  snccessfiilly  identified.  In  fact,  there 
was  not  another  man  living  whose  progressiveness 
had  done  as  inuch  for  an  industry  as  Florace  P. 
Shares  accomplished  for  brick  manufacturing  in 
New  Haven  and  llie  vicinity. 

In  the  middle  'fifties  Mr.  .Shares  for  a  year  or 
more  tried  farming  in  Xorlh  Haven  and  then  be- 
came interested  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  along 
with  his  father-in-law,  Alfred  Ives.  In  about  1859 
he  assumed  charge  of  liie  yards  of  the  Warner, 
Mansfield  &  Stiles  Brick  Co.,  of  North  Haven  Cen- 
ter, and  he  held  that  position  until  1863.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  been  prospecting  in  the  Quinnipiac 
\'alley  for  a  suitable  quality  of  brick  clay,  which 
lie  found,  and  which  had  not  been  previously  known. 
In  1863  he  became  established  there  in  a  business 
in  this  line  of  his  own,  and  later  on  he  purchased 
of  his  former  employers  one  of  their  yards,  operat- 
ing both  until  1SS7,  with  marked  success  and  in- 
telligence. In  the  ownership  of  the  newlv  purchased 
yard  he  had  a  partner.  Loyal  Ives.  The  manufac- 
ture of  brick  in  the  valley  referred  to  has  been  an 
important  industry  for  generations  and  has  brought 
much  money  into  the  locality,  especially  through 
the  century  just  closed.  The  clay  in  this  locality  is 
of  a  superior  quality  and  is  found  in  almost  inex- 
haustible quantities.  In  the  deve]o]>ment  of  this 
industry  no  name  has  been  more  conspicuous  than 
that  of  Shares.  When  Horace  P.  Shares  began  the 
business,  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  one  million  brick 
per  year  was  considered  a  good  output.  Some  two 
years  ago  at  his  two  yards  were  made  some  nine  or 
more  million  brick,  of  better  quality  and  superior 
in  every  -way.  Recently  the  yearly  product,  by  the 
employment  of  modern  brickmaking  machinery,  and 
the  use  of  bituminous  coal  instead  of  wood,  has 
reached  enormous  figures,  until  now  there  are  made 
upward  of  30,000,000  brick  annually.  At  one  time 
Col.  Warner,  who  was  the  principal  brick  manufac- 
turer of  his  day  in  that  vicinity,  said  to  Horace  P. 
Shares  when  the  latter  asked  how  many  brick  he 
thought  would  be  made  that  season  in  that  lo- 
cality, "I  wouldn't  be  surprised  if  1,000,000  were 
made." 

Mr.  Shares  was  the  first  of  the  numerous  brick 
manufacturers  of  the  valley  to  introduce  improve- 
ments. In  traveling  through  the  country  and  by 
reading  and  constant  observation  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  modern  improvements  and  adopted 
them.  In  1875  and  1876  he  was  the  first  to  use 
the  Philadelphia  repress  system,  by  which  the  best 
<"'f  the  pressed  brick  of  that  period  were  made,  and 
be  was  the  first  manufacturer,  in  1880,  to  make 
I'se  of  the  pallet  system  for  drying  brick,  establish- 
ing this  system  at  his  yards  at  considerable  expense. 
I  his  was  so  great  a  success  that  all  the  other  man- 
ufacturers in  the  locality  followed  his  example.    In 


1885  he  introduced  the  pug-mill  and  sander,  using 
them  in  his  yards;  until  that  time  they  were  un- 
known in  this  locality,  but  they  proved  to  be  great 
labor-saving  machines  and  have  since  been  in  al- 
most universal  use. 

Mr.  Shares  succeeded  W.  A.  Ives  as  president 
of  the  W.  A.  Ives  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Hamden, 
and  later  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Hanidcn 
^Manufacturing  Co.,  becoming  its  first  president  and 
remaining  as  such  until  his  health  necessitated  his 
absence  from  New  England  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  when  he  resigned,  at  the  same  time  sev- 
ering his  connection  with  other  concerns  with  which 
lie  was  identified.  His  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
were  in  evidence  wherever  he  was  located.  He 
traveled  quite  extensively  in  this  country  and  in 
[Mexico  and  he  showed  great  interest  in  the  devel- 
opment of  Rock  Ledge,  Pla..  where  he  spent  his  win- 
ters from  1884.  It  was  he  who  built  up  the  new 
■■Rock  Ledge  Hotel"  at  that  place,  which  under  his 
management  has  been  successfully  conducted  ever 
since,  and  many  Connecticut  people  have  been 
guests  there  from  time  to  time.  His  progressiveness 
was  shown  in  many  other  directions  at  Rock  Ledge. 
During  the  warm  weather  he  returned  to  New 
England,  spending  his  summers  at  Short  Beach, 
where  he  had  a  very  comfortable  cottage.  His 
death  OLCurred  at  Pasadena,  Cal.,  Jan.  23.  1902. 

Reading  between  the  lines  one  can  judge  the 
vrorth  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Shares  to  a  community. 
Successful  beyond  the  ordinary  he  was  entirely  self- 
made  and  deserA-ed  the  prominent  place  he  occu- 
pied among  the  citizens  of  New  Haven  county.  As 
a  citizen  he  took  part  in  local  affairs  and  was  deeply 
concerned  and  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  so  long  lived.  For  many  years 
he  was  an  efficient  church  and  Sabbath-school 
worker,  was  superintendent  of  the  North  Haven 
Sabbath-school  and  also  of  the  Humphrey  street 
school,  in  New  Haven,  and  g^ave  cheerfully  and  lib- 
erally to  deserving  charities,  having  been  an  all- 
round  useful  man,  always  modest  and  devoid  of 
show. 

On  Oct.  9,  1854,  ^Ir.  Shares  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Charlotte  Ives,  daughter  of  Alfred  Ives, 
a  resident  of  North  Haven.  The  Ives  family,  too, 
is  one  of  New  Haven's  oldest  and  most  substantial, 
and  the  name  is  still  honorably  perpetuated  in  the 
county.  This  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shares  was 
blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Ella  J.,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Barnes,  of  North  Haven,  has  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Fred  I.  is  a  brick  manu- 
facturer of  Hamden,  conducting  the  business  estab- 
lished by  his  father.  John  O.  resides  at  Highwood, 
in  the  town  of  Hamden,  from  which  town  he  has 
been  representative:  he  is  a  manufacturer,  liaving 
interests  in  New  Haven  ami  Cheshire,  Conn. :  he 
married  the  only  daughter  of  Henr\-  W.  Munson, 
of  Highwood.  and  has  one  son.  Horace  R.  gradu- 
ated from  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  Vale  Univcr- 
sitv,  class  of  1897.    Paul  is  with  Horace  R.  at  Rnck 
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Lcdn-c,  ]'"la.,  in  tlio  hotel  business.  Sylvia,  Mrs. 
Allen  Ticadwa)-,  of  .Stockbridge,  Mass.,  has  two 
sons. 

HAR\"EY  S.  ML'XSOX,  president  of  The 
Mnnson'  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  is  one  of  that  city's 
sclf-niadc  men — one  whose  snccess  in  life  can  be 
directly  attributed  to  iiis  energy,  and  ability  to  snc- 
cessfully  grapple  with  business  situations  where 
judgment  anfl  foresight  are  essential.  His  connec- 
tion with  the  folding  paper  box  industry  in  all  its 
branches  dates  back  to  a  time  when  it  was  in  its 
infancy — in  fact  he  and  his  older  brother,  Edward 
B.,  were  the  pioneer  manufacturers  in  that  line  in 
New  Haven,  and  have  been  so  closely  identified 
with  that  branch  of  industry  that  they  are  prob- 
ably the  best  known  manufacturers  of  that  product 
in  America.  The  city  of  Xew  Haven  is  indebted 
to  them  and  their  untiring  ctTorts  for  one  of  its 
largest  employers  of  labor,  as  well  as  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  very  foremost  cities  in 
America  in  that  particular  line  of  manufacturing. 
No  longer  ago  than  1875  their  industry  was  strug- 
gling along.  The  Munson  brothers,  then  but  little 
more  than  boys,  not  only  handicapped  by  youth, 
but  by  lack  of  capital  as  well,  were  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  a  structure,  the  building  of  which  marked 
their  lives  and  brought  deserved  success.  These 
brothers  are  descendants  of  the  old  !\Iunson  fanv 
ily,  which  is  one  whose  history  reaches  back  to  the 
early  colonial  period  of  Connecticut. 

The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America  was 
Thomas  Miinson,  who  was  born  about  1612,  and 
was  first  known  as  a  resident  of  Hartford,  where 
he  performed  military  service  in  the  Pequut  war 
in  1637.  He  came  early  to  the  Xew  Haven  colony, 
where  he  is  spoken  of  in  history  as  being  a  good 
and  useful  citizen,  and  where  he  died  in  1685.  From 
this  Thomas  r\Iunson,  Harvey  S.  Munson's  line  of 
descent  is  through  ,  Samuel.  Theophilus,  Daniel, 
Kirk,  Joscpii,  Kirk.  Charles  and  lidward  Beach 
IMunson,  and  includes  a  line  of  ancestors,  all  of 
whom  at  some  time  or  another  lived  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  were  prominent  in  their  lines  of  business, 
whether  as  manufacturers  of  that  period,  farmers 
or  jirofessional  men. 

The  paternal  grandfath.er  of  our  subject  was 
Charles  ^hnison,  who  was  born  Feb.  14,  1792,  in 
New  Haven.  He  was  married  April  11,  1815,  to 
Mabel,  born  Aug.  2,  1792,  a  daughter  of  Benajah 
Beach.  She  died  Feb.  16,  1S78,  and  he  died  June 
9,  1879.  ^^^i"-  ^Iimson  resided  in  X'ew  Haven,  and 
was  for  a  period  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in 
Newbern,  X.  C.  He  also  resided  in  the  town  of 
Wcodbridge,  Conn.,  where  he  was  chosen  highway 
surveyor  in  1832,  1843  and  1856,  and  grand  juror 
in  1835  and  1836.  During  the  war  of  1812  Mr. 
Munson  served  in  the  militia  under  Capt.  Josejjh  A. 
Bishop.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Consj-regational  Church. 

Edward  B)each  Munson,  son  of  Charles,  and 
the  father  of  the  Munson  brothers,  Edward  l^i.  and 


Harvey  S.,  of  New  Haven,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1817. 
He  became  an  elector  of  W'oodbridgc  in  1840.  lie 
early  became  associated  in  business  as  a  builder,  in 
partnership  with  his  brothers-in-law,  Willis  Smith 
and  X.  D.  Sperry,  a  business  connection  that  was 
continued  some  three  years.  For  years  he  was 
largely  connected  with  the  building  of  railroad.-. 
He  superintended  the  masonry  work  and  the  pur- 
chase of  materials  for  the  Providence  &  Stonington 
railroad,  and  for  the  Xew  Haven,  Xew  London  & 
Stonington  railroad,  1857-59.  President  Giles  in  a 
letter  on  this  work  said  of  him :  "tic  not  only 
equalled  our  expectations,  but  far  exceeded  them 
in  ability,  energy  and  mechanical  skill."  Later  Mr. 
Munson  built  the  Derby  railroad.  This  contract  he 
completed  for  the  bondsmen,  after  the  original  con- 
tractor had  defaulted  in  his  contract.  Under  the 
same  conditions  Mr.  Munson  constructed  one  of 
the  main  sewers  of  X'ew  Haven  in  an  entirely  sat- 
isfactory and  profitable  manner.  Air.  Munson  be- 
came superintendent  of  the  Fair  Haven  &  W'est- 
ville  Horse  railway.  His  place  of  residence  was  at 
Xew  Haven,  and  in  i860  he  served  in  the  common 
council.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he 
raised  Company  K,  lotli  Conn.  V.  L,  and  was 
chosen  its  captain,  his  commission  dating  from 
Sept.  25,  1861.  He  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  Oct.  3,  1861,  remaining  therein  until 
the  14th  of  the  following  December,  when,  owing 
to  physical  disability,  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
Capt.  Munson  was  a  man  of  imposing  appearance. 
He  commanded  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact, and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  15. 
1879,  the  city  and  county  lost  one  of  its  valued 
citizens. 

On  June  3,  1841,  Mr.  Munson  was  married 
to  Amelia  C.  Sperry,  of  ^\'oodbridge,  born  June 
13,  1822,  daughter  of  \\'yllis  and  Catherine  (Rams- 
dell)  Sperry.  The  children  born  of  this  marriage 
were  as  follows:  (i)  Allx-rt  Leroy,  born  in  1842, 
resides  in  Xew  York.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Sth  X.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  arose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  U. 
S.  Vol.  (2)  Henry  Theodore,  born  in  1844,  ^^'^s 
for  a  numlier  of  years  a  prominent  patent  attornev 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  married  Xellie  S. 
Porter,  of  that  city.  He  was  for  some  years  con- 
nected as  an  examiner  with  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office, 
and  later  practiced  his  profession  of  law  in  Xew 
Y^ork,  where  his  death  occurred  April,  1897,  on 
the  day  following  his  wife's  death.  (3)  Mary 
Gertrude,  born  in  1846,  married,  in  June.  18C7. 
Richard  Henry  Greer.c,  a  lawyer  of  Xew  Y'ork. 
(4)  Kate  An'.elia,  born  in  1849,  married,  in  iS6q, 
Louis  Hartman  Todd,  who  was  connected  with 
the  jewelry  firm  of  Tiffany  &  Co..  Xew  York. 
('5)  Sarah  Augusta,  born  in  1852.  married,  in  1SS2. 
.Albert  Candce,  a  clerk  in  the  X'ew  Haven  f)Ost 
ofifice.  (('0  Edward  lienjamin,  Iiorn  June  12,  1854. 
(7)  Harvcv  Sperry,  born  March  3,  1857.  (8) 
Miss   Harriet    Eliza,   born    in    1859,   lives   at   Xew 
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Haven.      (9)    Iimnia   M.,   born    in    1864,   died   nn- 
niarricd  in   1888. 

JIarvey  S.  Munson  was  born  on  West  street.  1 
New  Haven,  March  3,  1857.  He  was  reared  in  I 
that  city,  attended  the  old  Webster  scliool,  and 
later  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School.  Opportunities  | 
for  further  pursuinsf  his  education  were  offered,  I 
but  he  declined,  and  left  at  tlie  a.s:e  of  fourteen  to  1 
enter  upon  his  business  life.  While  as  a  clerk 
for  the  dry  goods  firm  of  J.  N.  Adam  &  Co.  an 
incident  arose  in  the  fomi  of  an  affront,  or  in-  j 
dignity,  which  resulted  in  his  severing  his  conncc-  [ 
tion  with  that  firm,  and  taking  up  another  line  of  | 
business.  About  this  same  time  his  brother,  Ed-  | 
v,-ard  B.,  retired  from  employment  as  a  clerk,  and 
he  became  a  partner  of  his  brother,  Harvey  S.,  in  , 
the  sale  of  otficc  stationery.  This  business  was 
carried  on  about  a  year,  during  which  time  they 
were  on  the  lookout  for  something  better.  Their 
older  brother,  Henry  T.,  was  then  an  examiner  in 
the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  at  Washington,  aiul  com- 
ing beneath  his  notice  was  a  patent  folding  paste- 
board box.  The  value  of  this  invention  and  its 
future  possibiiitie,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  were  made 
known  to  bis  younger  brothers,  who  almost  at 
once  began  to  look  into  that  line,  and  if  possible  to 
get  control  of  the  invention.  In  this  way  they 
learned  of  a  manufacturer,  j.  W.  Osborn,  of  Xew 
ark,  X.  J-.  who  was  then  producing  a  folding  box, 
the  New  England  agency  for  which  they  secured. 
Thi.s  was  in  the  early  part  of  1S74.  At  once  they 
began  to  ]nisli  their  new  line,  and  the  first  order 
taken  was  from  C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven, 
for  50,000  l)0xes.  When  this  order  was  sent  in 
the  manufacturer  could  not  fill  it  I  The  fact  that 
f)ne  customer  in  Xew  Haven  could  not  be  supplied 
>;h(>wetl  how  very  far  were  these  young  men  from 
having  an  adequate  supply,  when  the  whole  of 
Xew  England  was  to  be  considered.  They  readily 
saw  the  great  future  for  the  business,  and  con- 
cluded to  enter  into  the  industry  of  manufacturing 
this  article,  young  as  thev  were — one  not  yet  twen- 
ty-one, and  the  other  less  than  eighteen — and  they 
had  implicit  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  under- 
taking. Their  means  were  quite  limited,  which 
difficulty  was  but  one  of  several  necessary  to  over- 
come before  the  enterprise  was  started.  It  was  in 
1875  when  Munson  &  Co.  was  first  established. 
The  handicap  of  limited  means  had  been  tempor- 
arily overcome  by  financial  assistance  from  the 
mother,  and  not  onl\-  at  the  begiiming,  but  later 
on,  as  it  was  several  \'ears  Ijefore  the  business  be- 
came self-su]3porting.  Their  final  location  was  in 
the  top  floor  of  a  building  off  of  Artisan  street. 
I  be  room  (40x50)  served  as  office,  factory  and  all. 
I  he  first  three  years  was  but  a  struggle,  and  many 
times,  had  those  back  of  the  business  been  less 
courageous  and  persistent,  it  would  certainly  have 
been  abandoned.  It  had  grown,  however,  so  that 
in  less  than  two  years  from  its  inception  larger 
fjuarters  were  necessary,  and  they  occupied  tlie 
whole    too    floor   of   the   Iniilding,    while    still    later 


they  occupied  the  floor  directly  underneath.  It  v/as 
|)ractically  not  until  1878  that  the  business  had 
begun  to  show  encouraging  returns.  The  time 
])rior  iiad  been  largely  spent  in  introducing  their 
goods,  buying  up  patents  that  would  jjcrfcct 
or  protect  their  business,  all  of  wJiich  had  not  only 
exhausted  their  means,  but  much  more  as  well.  In 
1879  this  firm  perfected  a  die  for  use  in  their  busi- 
ness ;  the  efficiency  of  tliis  article  is  attested  by  its 
almost  universal  use  throughout  the  world,  without 
imjDrovemcnts,  to  the  present  time.  In  1881  it  had 
become  necessary  again  to  seek  larger  quarters,  and 
they  purchased  the  projjerty  at  the  corner  of  Crad- 
ley  and  Williams  streets,  it  being  the  old  jilant  of 
the  Xew  Haven  C)rgan  Co.,  and  tlie  early  I)uild- 
ing  thereon  was  the  structure  on  the  corner,  being 
35x90,  and  five  stories  high.  In  1888  another 
building  was  erected,  40x50,  and  five  stories  high, 
as  well  as  a  building  of  the  same  height  which  con- 
nected the  two.  Long  before  this  their  product  had 
taken  a  front  rank,  and  was  being  constantly  im- 
proved by  the  aid  of  most  careful  study  of  the  de- 
tails of  production,  as  well  as  the  inventive  genius 
of  the  proprietors,  so  that  it  was  probably  the  best 
known  in  the  country.  In  1891  the  business  was 
consolidated  with  others  in  the  formation  of  The 
Xational  Folding  Box  &  Paper  Co.  The  property, 
however,  was  retained  by  E.  B.  and  PI.  S.  Munson, 
and  is  yet  owned  by  them.  In  February,  1896, 
owing  to  internal  dissension,  the  Munson  broth- 
ers severed  their  connection  with  The  X'ational 
Folding  Box  &  Paper  Co.,  and  at  once  made  prep- 
arations to  start  up  in  business.  The  Munson  & 
Co.  was  incorporated  in  1897,  with  Han-ey  S.  as 
president  and  Edward  B.  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. An  unusual  coincidence  in  their  career  ap- 
peared at  this  time.  The  only  available  quarters 
for  their  business  was  in  the  same  building  on 
Artisan  street,  where  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury before  had  been  the  scene  of  their  modest  be- 
ginning. Conditions  had  been  greatly  changed. 
Instead  of  inexperienced  youths  with  but  little  more 
than  their  energy  as  their  capital,  they  were  men 
of  experience,  familiar  with  every  detail  of  the 
business,  and  favorably  known  to  the  trade  every- 
where. Competition  was  plenty  and  formidable, 
but  to  offset  this  the  field  of  consumption  bad  been 
greatlv  enlarged,  the  product  had  come  to  be  used 
in  thousands  of  different  ways,  so  that  the  degree 
of  their  success  was  only  to  be  measured  by  their 
ability  to  produce  the  goods — the  character  of 
which  was  thoroughly  suggested  by  the  name  of 
Munson.  In  March,  189S.  they  bought  their  pres- 
ent quarters  on  Clinton  avenue,  which  they  have 
transformed  into  one  of  the  most  modern  and  host 
equipped  plants  of  its  kinrl  in  Xew  England,  and 
certainly  the  best  arranged  and  most  accessible  of 
its  kind  in  Xew  Ilaven.  The  success  of  this  firm 
began  with  its  inception.  The  peculiar  fitness  of 
its  proiirietors  is  such  as  to  form  a  combination  of 
mechanical  skill  and  business  acumc.i  from  which 
but  little  else  than  success  could  come;  each  pos- 
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sesscs  to  an  iiiuisual  exlciU  one  or  the  olhor  of  those 
faculties,  and  at  the  same  time  a  vahiahle  combina- 
tion of  both  faculties  is  to  be  foimd  in  either  of 
thcin. 

Harvey  S.  Mtuison's  inventive  .uenius  has  been 
a  most  valuable  asset  to  the  concern,  lie  has  ol> 
taincd  patents  on  almost  a  score  of  his  own  in- 
ventions. Edward  B.  ^Junson  has  taken  out  jiatcnts 
on  seven  different  inventions  and  he  has  ]irohably 
given  more  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the  business 
end  of  the  concern. 

Fraternal!}  Mr.  Alimson  is  a  member  of  ^\'oos- 
tcr  Lodge,  I"".  &  A.  AI.;  Franklin  Chapter:  Har- 
mony Council ;  New  lla\en  Commandery.  Knights 
Tcmi)lar ;  and  of  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  ot  the 
New  Haven  Grays,  in  which  organization  he  arose 
from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of  acting  captain, 
having  declined  the  election  to  that  capacitv.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Foot  Guards,  and 
served  two  and  one-half  \enrs  as  inspector  of  rifle 
practice.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  and  while  taking  the  interest  of  a  public 
spirited  and  enterprising  citizen  in  political  matters 
he  is  far  from  being  a  politician.  The  ancestral 
history  of  Air.  Alunson  is  such  as  to  render  him 
eligible  to  membership  in  several  of  the  most  ex- 
clusive colonial  societies,  among  them  being  the 
Ma}  flower  Society,  but  he  has  never  sought  to  en- 
ter any  of  these.  His  tastes  are  quite  too  demo- 
cratic to  wish  a  social  standing  based  upon  anv- 
thing  but  his  own  intrinsic  worth,  and  like  a  truly 
progressive,  cultured  and  useful  citizen  he  lives  a 
life  worthy  of  emulation  by  future  generations  in- 
stead of  resting  on  the  laurels  of  his  honored  an- 
cestors. 

On  Feb.  ii,  1886,  Harvey  S.  Munson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Grace  Louise  Catlin.  of  Xew  Haven. 
One  child,  clarion  Catlin,  born  Aug.  5,  1887,  has 
blessed  this  union.  In  1894  Mr.  Munson  completed 
his  elegant  home  at  Xo.  612  Whitney  avenue.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Redeemer. 

SYLVESTER  SMITH.  The  ancestor  of  the 
branch  of  the  Smith  familv  in  Connecticut  to  which 
this  gentleman  belongs  was  Nicholas  Seversniith  or 
Sieversmith,  Uiaker  of  sieves  or  sifters,  who  came 
from  Holland  and  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.,  wiiere 
on  July  12,  1666,  he  married  Mary  Tibbals,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  I'ibbals.  a  noted  man  of  that  town. 
Horace  Day,  the  antiquarian,  of  Xew  Haven,  has 
found  evidence  that  when  Mary  Tibbals  married 
Nicholas  Seversniith  she  made  him  drop  the  first 
part  of  his  name.  Se\-en  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  of  whom  Andrew  was  the  direct  ancestor 
of  our  subject. 

Andrew  Smith  was  born  in  1670,  settled  in 
Derbv,  Conn.,  was  married  to  Sarah  Tomlinson, 
and  died  in  1727.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  chil- 
<]ren.  and  his  third  son.  Josinh.  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  Jur.e  15,  1703. 


The  latter  married,  Aug.  24,  1727.  Esther,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Oviatt,  and  had  one  son.  Elijah, 
bom  June  28,  1729.  Elijah  Smith  married.  May 
3,  1748,  Ann,  daughter  of  Caj)!.  Moses  Hawkins, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom. 
Josiah,  born  Dec.  12,  1748,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject. 

Josiah  Smith  married  Sejit.  8,  1773,  Esther, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Isaac  Smith,  of  IX'rby.  Josiah 
Smith  was  a  large  land  owner  and  it  was  on  a  part 
of  his  farm  that  the  village  of  Birmingham  (now 
Derby  city)  was  built.  His  house — a  large,  finely 
constructed  dwelling — and  more  than  one" hundred 
acres  of  land,  after  the  death  of  Josiah  became  the 
property  of  his  son,  Davis,  who  was  the  father  of 
Sylvester  Smith,  who  has  often  been  heard  to  say 
that  he  was  born  in  the  only  house  there  was  then 
in  Birmingham,  now  Derby  city.  Josiah  Smith  and 
his  wife,  Esther,  had  a  numerous  familv,  of  whom 
Davis  was  born  April  24,  1785. 

On  Sept.  2,  1810,  Davis  Smith  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  John  Coe,  of  Derby.  Conn.,  who  was 
of  English  descent.  She  was  born  July  18.  1790. 
and  died  June  i,  1870.  Six  children  were  born  to 
Davis  Smitli  ami  his  wife:  Matthew,  born  in  181 1. 
was  successfully  engaged  in  the  bakery  business  in 
New  Haven  for  many  years.  Cynthia,  born  in  1813, 
died  in  1864.  Julius,  born  in  1816.  died  in  1876. 
P'ranklin  C.  born  in  1S22.  died  in  1S89.  Harriet. 
I  born  in  1S26,  died  in  1865.  thus  leaving  our  subject 

the  sole  survivor  of  the  family. 
I         Sylvester    Smith    was    born    July    29.    1820.    in 
j  Derby.     When  he  was  twelve  years  olvl  his  father 
I  sold  the  farm,  the  family  moved  away  from  Derby" 
j  and  Sylvester  went  to  school  in  Farmington.  mak- 
ing his  home  with  Rev.  Laban  C.  Clicnc\',  wlio  had 
I  married    his   sister,    C}nthia.      In    1S34   Mr.    Smith 
j  went  to  Middlctown,  where  his  jiarents  were  then 
living,  and  attended  the  school  of  Daniel  H.  Chase. 
Not  caring  for  books,  in   1836.  when  between  fif- 
I  teen  and  sixteen,  he  located  in  Xew  Haven  and  eii- 
j  tered  the  employ  of  Isaac  Gilbert  &  Sons,  leather 
manufacturers   and   dealers,   continuing  with   them 
j  until  1857.    At  this  time,  in  association  with  How- 
ard B.  Ensign,  Air.  Smith  engaged  in  the  leather 
!  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Ensign. 
j  this  connection  lasting  until  1865,  wdien  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal owner  of  the  Xew  Haven  Baking  Co..  the  most 
prominent    concern    in    its    line    in    the    city.      Air. 
Smith   was  actively  concerned   in   the   Xew  Haven 
P.aking  Co.,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  pres- 
ident, until  1890.  since  wdiicli  time  he  has  been  re- 
tired from  the  cares  of  an  acti\c  career.     For  fift\-- 
four  years  he  was  in  active  business  life  and  earned 
the  rest  he  is  now  enjoying. 

On  March  29.  1846.  Air.  .Smith  was  married  to 
Charlotte  Butler,  of  New  York,  who  was  lx)rn  in 
1824  and  died  Se]')t.  3.  1852.  Two  children  came  to 
this  union:  Joline  B..  born  Alay  19.  1848.  who  is 
a  well-known  artist  in  New  Haven  :  and  Charlotte. 
born   July   7,    1850,   who  died   in   April.    1862.     On 
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Mav  8,  1855,  Mr.  Smitli  married  Mrs.  Harriet  I., 
liullcr,  widow  of  the  brother  of  his  first  wife,  and 
two  cliildren  came  to  liiis  union:  Edward  S., 
horn  in  1857,  who  is  a  physician  of  Bridgeport;  and 
Kohcrt  S.,  born  in  )S63,  until  reccntl)'  connected 
with  the  liaking-  business  in  Xew  Haven,  in  tlic 
office  of  the  Xew  Haven  Baking'  Co. 

I'ohtically  i\Ir.  Smilli  is  a  Democrat  and  many 
)-cars  ago  served  in  the  city  council,  but  of  late 
years  lias  refused  any  office.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  having  been  for  many 
years  class-leader  and  trustee.  During  his  business 
life  he  Avas  noted  for  his  strict  integrity,  and  among 
business  associates  his  name  was  ever  a  synonym  for 
honesty.  The  family  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
in  Xew  Haven  and  the  family  home  at  Xo.  9  Col- 
lege street  is  known  to  a  very  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acciuaintances  as  the  center  of  so  much  gra- 
ciousness,  cheerfulness  and  generous  hospitalitv  that 
its  beautiful  influence  is  felt  from  the  oldest  to  the 
youngest,  from  the  most  privileged  to  the  most  un- 
fortunate, of  the  many  who  enter  its  doors. 

JOFIX  CYRL'S  KXIGHT,  who  was  for  many 
years  a  well-known  designer  and  engraver  of  ^leri- 
den,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1833,  in  Andover,  Vt. 

Daniel  Knight,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Ashburnham,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  shoemaker,  and  where  he  mar- 
ried Esther  Fairbanks.  Ten  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  namely :  Daniel,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ;  I\Iary,  wife  of  a  Mr.  Xorton ;  William; 
Phineas ;  Cyrus ;  Stedman ;  Elbridge ;  Daniel ; 
Esther,  who  married  David  Kirk :  and  Jane.  The 
father  of  these  served  as  a  soldier  of  tlie  Revolu- 
tion in  a  iVIassachusetts  regiment.  After  the  close 
of  his  service  he  removed,  with  his  family,  to  .A-ud- 

•over,  Vt.,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  being  occupied  during  his  active  years  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  trade.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
they  died  and  were  buried  in  Andover. 

Cyrus  Knight  was  born  in  Ashburnham,  Mass., 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  removed  with  his 
father's  family  to  .\ndover.  \'t.,  where  he  gained 
a  knowledge  of  brick-making,  and  also  engaged  in 
farming.  For  some  vears  he  followed  brick-mak- 
ing in  the  Hudson  river  region,  famous  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  valuable  building  material.  In  1856 
he  became  a  resident  of  Meriden,  and  secured  em- 
ployment with  Parker  &  Perkins,  in  the  spoon 
shop.  His  busv  and  useful  life  came  to  an  end 
in  -April,  1863,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
West  cemeterv.  Previous  to  the  Civil  war  he  had 
been  a  Democrat,  but  later  he  affiliated  with  the 
Repul)lican  party.  He  attended  divine  worship  at 
the  Univcrsalist  Church.  In  .\ndover.  \'i..  he  mar- 
ried .Anna  Tyrrell,  daughter  of  Jolui  Tvrrell,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  181 2.  She  died  Julv  t,  lS('^8, 
and  was  buried  beside  her  husband.     Six  children 

■.mourned  licr  as  a  kind  and  lovin"-  mother.     Thev 


wcre:  Daniel  T.,  now  a  resident  of  Great  I'.Jir- 
rington,  Mass.;  Anna  P.,  wife  of  -Asa  G.  l-'oster,  i,l 
Meriden;  John  C,  whose  name  begins  this  arliclc: 
Hiram  E.,  who  married  Sarah  Fenn,  and  resides 
in  Meriden;  Thomas  A.,  residing  at  Santa  Clara. 
Cal.;  and  \'icloria  A.,  who  married  Levi  Allen,  and 
left  a  daughter,  Anna  Victoria.  Th.c  last  nameil 
became  the\vife  of  Edward  Spink,  and  is  the  motjier 
of  June  E.  and  EstcUa  Spink. 

John  C.  Knight  spent  his  l>oyhood  days  in  his 
native  place,  where  lie  attended  school.  When  a 
voung  man  he  came  to  Connecticut,  and  for  some 
time  was  employed  at  Clinton  in  the  manufacture 
of  tin  tovs.  Coming  thence  to  ^Feridcn,  he  was 
cmploved  here  in  the  manufacture  of  tinware.  Be- 
ing of  ingenious  mind,  he  drifted  naturally  into 
designing  and  engraving,  and  was  employed  in  this 
line  of  effort  by  the  ^leriden  r^Ialleable  Iron  Co. 
for  a  long  period.  Failing  health  at  length  com- 
pelled him  to  abandon  active  lalior.  and  he  retired 
to  his  handsome  home  on  Hubbard  avenue,  where 
he  was  cheered  and  comforted  bv  a  devoted  wife 
until  his  demise,  which  occurred  Oct.  11,  i8gS,  and 
his  remains  were  tenderly  laid  awav  in  the  ^^'est 
cemeterv.  Mr.  Knight  was  widely  known  and  re- 
spected for  his  manly,  upright  character,  and  his 
departure  was  mourned  by  many  outside  of  his 
circle  of  relatives  and  intimate  friends.  Broad- 
minded  and  liberal  of  view,  he  worshipped  at  the 
Univcrsalist  Church,  and  sustained  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
not  a  self-seeker,  and  never  asked  any  public  of- 
fice in  the  gift  of  his  contemporaries,  preferring 
the  auiet  contentment  of  his  own  fireside. 

On  Dec.  31,  1867.  INIr.  Knight  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  .Aaron  Higbv,  who  was 
born  July  15.  1840.  in  ^Meriden.  Mrs.  Knight 
cared  for  her  aged  father  in  his  closing  vears.  and 
is  known  as  a  highly  sympathetic  and  kind  neigh- 
bor, and  widely  respected  for  her  manv  graces  of 
character.  Like  her  late  husband,  she  is  of  liberal 
mind,  with  charitv  for  the  foibles  of  her  kind,  and 
ever  ready  to  aid  those  seeking  sympathy,  or  ad- 
vancement toward  a  higher  life. 

HOX.  JOHX  MAXXIXG  HALL,  of  Xew 
Haven,  president  of  the  X'ew  York,  X'cw  Haven 
&:  Hartford  Railroad  Co.,  and  former  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Connecticut,  until  recent  years 
has  been  a  resident  of  \\'illimantic,  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  one  that  he  has  long  honored. 

President  Flail  is  the  great-grandson  of  Judge 
George  Hall,  who  came  from  EneLind  when  a  lad 
and  made  his  home  in  Rhode  Island,  where  he 
became  a  man  of  prominence,  serving  for  many 
years  on  the  Bench.  Dixon  Hall,  tlie  grandfather 
of  President  Hall,  was  a  resident  of  Sterling. 
Conn.,  holding  there  a  number  of  public  offices  of 
trust  and  honor,  and  otherwise  being  a  useful  and 
substantial  citi7en  of  \\"indham  comity. 

The   late   Horace   Hall,    father   of   our   subject. 
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was  liorn  in  the  town  of  Sterling,  and  in  tlie  early   ] 
history  of  ilic  villas;e  of  Williniantic,  Conn.,  came   I 
to  it  as  a  school  teacher.     Later  he  became  identi-   I 
fied  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  this   sec-   i 
tion,    for   years    servinrr   as    local    manager   of   the   | 
Windham  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  for  a  time  was   | 
an  enterprising  merchant  of  Willimantic.     He  was   | 
a  man  of  education,  good  ability  and  judgment,  and   I 
soon  these  qualities  were  recognized,  and  his  serv- 
ices to  i)ublic  positions  were  sought.     He  held  vari-   j 
Otis   offices   of   honor   and   trust,   among  them    for   j 
twenty  and  more  years  that  of  trial  justice,  was  se-   | 
lectman   for  a  dozen  or  more  years,  and  a  repre-   ] 
sentative  in    the    State   Legislature.      He   held   the   l 
esteem  and  confidence   of  his   fellow   citizens,   and 
when   he  passed    from   their   midst   his   death   was 
Iceenly    felt.      He   married    Elizabeth,    daughter   of 
John  Alanning,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  a  descendant 
in  direct  line  from  John  Alden,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage were  born  three  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest. 

John   IManning  Hall   was   born   Oct.    i6,    1841, 
in  Willimantic,  Conn.     He  laid  the  foundation  of 
his   education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  village 
and  in  the  somewhat  famous  school  of  ^Ir.  Fitch, 
in    South   Windham,   Conn.,   and   then   for   several 
years  he  was  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store.     Subse- 
quently, having  acquired  a  taste  for  the  law,  and 
deciding  upon  the  adoption  of  that  profession,  he 
furthered  his  studies  in   \\'illiston   Seminary,  East 
Hampton,    Mass.,    where   by   hard    study   he   com- 
pleted a  tliree-years  course  in  two,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1862,  standing  among  the  first  in  his  class. 
]n  the  fall  following  he  entered  Yale  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1S66.   \\'hile 
at  Yale  he  won  distinction  as  a  writer  and  speaker, 
and  took  a  number  of  honors  in  composition  and 
debate.      He   won   the   Townsend   prize,   and   com- 
peted for  the  De  Forest  medal :  he  was  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Linonia  Society.     In  1S68  he  was  grad- 
uated from  Columbia  Law  School,  Xew  York  City, 
after   which   he   continued   his    law   studies    in    the 
office  of  Robert  Bonner,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Kew   York    City    Bar   soon   after.      He   began    the 
practice  of  law  in  Willimantic,  and  rapidly  rose  to 
prominence  in  the  profession,  and  grew  into  a  large 
practice  not  only  in  Windham,  but  in  the  adjacent 
counties.     He  was  generally  represented   in  all  of 
the  important  cases   in  this  section,  one  of  which 
was  that  of  the  Will's  Trust  Company,  which  in- 
volved some  $40,000  and  in  which  he  was  success- 
ful, the  case  passing  to  both  the  Superior  and  Su- 
preme courts.    He  became  the  acknowledged  leader 
of   the   Bar   of   Windham   county,   and   his    ability 
gained  him  great  honors  and  successes.    From  1S70 
to  1S72,  and  again  from  1881  to  1882,  he  was  the 
representative  from  the  town  to  the  Lower  House 
of  the  State.     He  held  the  chairmanship  in  almost 
all  of  the  important  committees   while  a  member, 
and  in    1882  he  was  unanimously  chosen   Speaker 
of  the  House.     In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,   and   was  made  chairman   of  the  Judiciary 


Committee.  He  served  as  president  pro  tempore 
of  the  Senate.  Following  the  close  of  the  session 
of  the  Senate  he  was  made  a  ju'lge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Connecticut.  The  apjjointmcnt  was 
well  received  and  was  regarded  l)y  all  as  a  meri- 
torious one.  He  served  in  this  liigh  office  for  five 
years,  giving  eminent  satisfaction,  making  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  record  alike  for  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  law,  courtesy,  and  unwavering  firm- 
ness. This  was  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  press 
in  general  of  both  political  jiartics.  In  C^ctober, 
1893.  he  was  appointed  vice-president  of  the  Xew 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Companv. 
the  appointment  being  hailed  bv  the  jM-ess  through- 
out the  State  with  most  ilattering  comments.  The 
Xew   Haven   Leader  observed : 

Judge  Hall  was  very  successful  in  nil  llie  preat  cases 
in  which  he  appeared  before  the  higlur  courts.  As  a  judge 
he  has  been  universally  liked,  and  his  conduct  of  cases  has 
won  very  sincere  .approbation  from  his  associates  on  the 
bench  and  from  members  of  the  Bar.  There  is  great  re- 
gret among  all  the  lawyers  of  the  State  that  as  good  a 
judge  is  to  retire.  Judge  Hall  will  fill  his  new  position  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  directors  and  stockholders  of 
the  Consolidated  road,  and  also  to  the  puljlic.  He  has 
ornamented  every  position  he  b.-is  ever  held,  and  he  has 
gained  steadily  in  public  estimation  from  the  titne  he  fir.st 
appeared  before  the  people  until  the  present  day.  His 
character  is  without  a  blemish ;  his  reputation  is  untar- 
nished; his  ability  is  great;  his  popularity  is  extensive. 

In   his   political   affiliations    President   Hall   has 
been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  active,  as 
1  he  has  passed  along  through  life,  in  the  local  public 
j  affairs   of   Willimantic,   where   he   has   held   about 
i  all  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people.     Him- 
self liberally  educated,  he  ever  took  a  tiTeat  interest 
i  in  the  schools  of  Windham  county,  and  worked  for 
!  their  advancement.     He  was  acting  school  visitor 
i   for  a  number  of  years,  and  early  advocated  the  es- 
i  tablishment  of  the  high  school,  and  he  was  chair- 
;  man  of  the  first  high  school  committee  appointed. 
In  1872  he  advocated  a  more  modern  charter  for  the 
borough   of  Willimantic,   and   was  made  the  com- 
mittee to  draft  the  same,  and  that  charter  remained 
j  until  the  adoption  of  the  Citv  Charter  several  years 
ago.    He  carlv  advocated  a  hbcral  svstem  of  public 
I  iinprovements",  which  resulted  in  better  streets,  side 
I  walks,  curbing  and  street  lines,  and  finally  the  ex- 
i   cellent   system   of   sewers,   being   chairman   of   the 
\  committee  putting  the  measures  th.rough. 
'  On     Nov.    II.    1899,    vice-president     Hall    was 

'  tmanimouslv  chosen   president   of  the   Xew   York. 
'   Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Co..  succeeding 
Charles  P.  Clark.     On  his  promotion  the  Hartford 
I  Co;/ra)(f  of  Xov.  13  observed: 

Vice-President  John  M.  Hall  was  promoted  on  Satur- 
dav  to  the  prc<idencv  of  the  New  York.  Xew  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company.  This  \v.as  generally  ex- 
'  peeled,  and  expected  because  it  was  obviously  the  ht 
course,  in  view  of  the  great  interests  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Hall  has  been  for  vcars  the  vice-president,  and  m  the  vari- 
ous absences  of  President  Clark,  he  lias  taken  full  charge 
of  affairs,  and  borne  the  responsibilities,  ami  done  the 
work  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  It  was  natural  that,  if  he 
would  take  the  place,  he  should  have  it. 
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The  formal  action  of  the  diicctors,  wIml-Ii  practically 
ratifies  the  choice  of  the  public,  will  be  received  with  very 
general  satitfaclion,  and  the  pleasant  relations  that  exist 
between  the  company  and  the  State  will  not  suffer  any 
(lisdubancc  by  this  change  of  officers.  Judge  Hall  is  en- 
tirely familiar  witli  the  duties  ot  his  new  posilifin.  indeed 
all  he  has  to  do  is  to  change  title  and  go  on  with  the  man- 
agement of  that  great  propertv.  as  he  has  been  managing 
it.  He  knows  the  road  and  its  interests,  and  those  of  the 
communities  that  it  lives  on,  and  that  depend  upon  it.  A 
crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  we  may  say,  too, 
in  the  business  affairs  of  the  State,  has  been  successfully 
met. 

President  Hall  is  too  well  known  to  Connecticut  peo- 
ple to  need  any  introduction;  whatever  position  he  has  held 
he  has  filled  admirably.  He  has  breadth,  industry,  intelli- 
gence, and  a  liigh  personal  character,  and  his  election  will 
be  welcomed  by  stockholders  and  the  public  as  a  sign  that 
the  road  is  to  be  managed  as  it  has  been,  and  to  maintain 
its  unique  position  among  railroads  in  this  country.  If  he 
is  to  be  congratulated,  so  are  the  company  and  the  State. 

On  Scj.it.  27,  1870,  President  Hall  was  mar- 
ried to  Julia  \\"hitc,  daughter  of  Silas  ]•".  Loonier, 
fornicr  president  of  the  \\"indliain  Savings  Insti- 
tute of  \\"illimantic,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely:  John  L.,  Florence  ^I.  and 
Helen  r>.  Of  these  John  L.  Hall,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  in  1894,  was,  like  his  father,  dis- 
tinguished in  college ;  he  took  the  Ten  Eyck  prize 
in  1893,  and  in  his  senior  year  was  chosen  class 
orator ;  he  was  a  Townsend  orator  and  took  the  De 
Forest  gold  medal — the  highest  Yale  honor.  He 
is  now  a  practicing  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

REV.  JA:vIES  HEXRY  CHAPIX,  PH.  D., 
late  of  jMcriden,  Universalist  clerg\nian  and  for 
some  years  professor  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy  in 
St.  Lawrence  University,  Xew  York,  was  born  Dec. 
31,  1832,  at  Leavenworth,  Ind.,  but  passed  his 
youth  in  Illinois,  whither  his  father  removed  in 
1839.  Jfhe  son  was  graduated  from  Lombard  Uni- 
versity, Galesburg,  111.,  in  1S57,  and  was  for  sev- 
eral years  an  instructor  in  mathematics  and  natural 
science  in  that  institution.  In  1859  he  was  or- 
dained a  minister  of  the  L'niversalist  Church,  and 
was  settled  at  Pekin,  111.,  and  afterward  at  Spring- 
field, that  State.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and,  crossing  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  canvassed  the  greater  part  of  the 
Pacific  coast,  from  Mexico  to  British  Columbia, 
for  funds  for  the  Commission,  supplementing  the 
work  that  had  been  so  well  begun  by  Rev.  T.  Starr 
Kinn^,    just  before  his   death. 

In  the  autttmn  of  1865  Dr.  Chai^in  went  to 
Boston  as  secretary  of  the  Xew  England  Frced- 
inen's  Aid  Society,  of  which  Gov.  John  A.  Andrew 
Was  president,  and  while  holding  that  position  made 
'Several  tottrs  of  inspection  of  the  schools  of  the 
•'^oiitliern  States.  In  1S6S  he  became  financial  sec- 
f'tary  of  the  Universalist  Convention,  with  head- 
'niarters  in  Boston,  and  during  the  centennial  pcri- 
•"1  f'f  that  church  was  instrumental  in  raising  the 
Iari;cr  ])art  of  tlie  Murray  centenary  fund,  now 
bcld  for  missionary  purposes.     In   1871  he  became 


professor  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy  in  St.  Law- 
rence University,  Xew  York,  wliicli  position  lie 
held  until  his  death,  March  14,  1892.  Jn  1875  he 
was  elected  president  of  his  Alma  Plater,  at  Gales- 
burg, 111.,  but  after  due  consideration  declined  to 
accejit  the  position.  In  1873  he  resumed  regular 
pulpit  ministrations,  and  became  pastor  of  the  l'ni- 
versalist Church  at  Meriden,  Conn.,  continuing  in 
that  relation  until  1885,  when,  linding  himself  over- 
loaded with  professional  duties,  he  resigned.  Dr. 
Chapin  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
Meriden,  and  from  1880  to  1887  was  acting  school 
visitor ;  and  it  was  during  this  period  that  the  Meri- 
den high  school  was  established,  and  the  present 
capacious  building  erected.  He  was  an  active  fel- 
low of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  and  o:ie  of  the  founders  of  the  As- 
sociation of  yVmerican  Geologists.  He  served  as 
ptesidcnt  of  the  Connecticut  Convention  of  Uni- 
versalists  for  a  dozen  and  more  years,  and  was  for 
p.  long  period  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Mis- 
sions in  the  Xational  Convention  of  that  church. 
Fraternallv  he  was  connected  with  the  Freemasons 
and  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  the  former  held  the 
rank  of  Knight  Templar. 

Dr.  Chapin  was  twice  married,  first,  in  1857.  to 
Helen  W.  \\'eaver,  of  Alstead,  X.  H..  and  in  1878 
to  Kate  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  of 
Meriden,  Conn.  He  left  a  daughter,  Mary  A.,  now 
the  wife  of  W.  'M.  Jackson,  of  London,  England. 

Dr.  Chapin  made  several  tours  in  foreign  lands, 
and  not  long  before  his  death  returned  froiii  a 
trip  around  the  world.  He  was  the  author  of  sev- 
eral volumes,  among  them  "The  Creation,  and  the 
Early  Development  of  Society ;"  and  shortly  before 
his  death  issued  from  the  press  a  work  entitled 
"From  Japan  to  Granada,"  which  was  well  re- 
ceived by  both  the  press  and  the  public.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Republicans  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party,  Init  never  held  a  political  office 
till  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  188S. 

RICHARD  ^^^  law  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  ovster  farmers  of  Xew  Haven,  and 
has  prospered  in  this  business  for  many  years,  on 
Oyster  Point. 

Air.  Law  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  Xov. 
6.  1S20,  a  son  of  Richard  W.  and  Hannah  (Eng- 
lish) Law.  Grandfather  Jonathan  Law  was  a  son 
of  Richard  Law,  who  was  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Continental  Congress.  Richard  \\".  Law 
married  Hannah  English,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin English,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  A\'est  Indies. 

Richard  \\'.  Law,  of  Xew  Haven,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  father  while  in  infancy,  and  as 
soon  as  he  could  earn  his  own  living,  was  put 
to  work  on  a  farm,  acquiring  a  limited  schooling, 
and  working  in  Madison,  East  Haven.  Branford 
and  other  places,  liis  cheerful  industry  making  him 
welcome  all  through  this  agricultural  district. 
\\'hile  cnsigod  in  farmirg  in  East  Haven  Mr.  Law 
was  married,  on  July   i,   1849.  to  Harriet  Barnes. 
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of  .Ww  Haven.  She  was  a  clauijhtcr  of  Slicmian 
and  Uuldali  (Sniilh)  I'.arncs,  of  East  IJavcn,  ihc 
]!arnes  family  havin<^  ori,t;iiiateil  in  Xorth  jlavon, 
where  they  were  noted  as  excellent  farmers. 

Aifter  his  marriage  Mr.  Law  ant!  wife  remained 
for  one  year  on  the  farm  in  East  Haven,  coming 
tlien  in  1850  to  New  Haven.  Desiring-  to  engage 
in  the  business  of  oyster  farming,  then  almost  a 
new  industry  in  these  waters,  ,Mr.  Law  located  at 
Oyster  or  City  Point.  Purchasing  his  seed  oysters 
from  the  great  oyster  beds  along  the  \'irginia  coast, 
Mr.  Law  followed  the  best  then  known  methods  of 
l)ropagation  and  ■  was  rewarded  with  unqualified 
success  in  this  enterprise.  Although  he  has  spent 
so  many  years  in  this  line,  !Mr.  Law  is  still  inter- 
ested in  it,  and  has  associated  with  him  his  three 
sons. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Law  consists  of 
four  children:  Richard  \\'.,  Jr.,  Sherman  B.,  Jona- 
than H.  and  Harriet  English.  The  young  men  are 
all  capable  and  reliable  business  men,  and  manage 
a  business  of  large  proportions.  Miss  Law  is  a 
lady  of  education  and  culture,  and  belongs  to  the 
social  organization  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  her  father  is  one  of  the 
supporters.  In  politics  Mr.  Law  has  always  re- 
tained the  right  to  vote  independentl}'  as  his  judg- 
ment prompts.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Order  of  Red  Men. 

DEXTER  ALDEX  (deceased),  in  his  lifetime 
a  prominent  merchant  and  manufacturer  of  Xew 
Haven,  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  de- 
scent from  John  and  Priscilla  (Mullens)   Alden. 

The  history  of  the  family  in  America  begins 
with  the  coming  of  John  Alden  to  IMassachusetts. 
He  was  born  in  England  in  1599,  was  married  in 
1 62 1  and  died  at  Duxbury  Sept.  12,  1687.  His 
wife's  parents  came  over  with  him  in  the  '"May- 
flower," to  die  in  the  February  succeeding  their  land- 
ing. John  Alden  and  his  wife  had  eleven  children, 
of  whom  (H)  Joseph,  the  second  child,  was  born 
in  1C24  and  died  in  1697.  There  are  curious  stud- 
ies about  his  family  history  and  the  names  of  his 
children.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1659  and 
inherited  his  father's  proprietary  interests  in 
Bridgewater,  where  he  settled  in  what  is  now  West 
Bridgewater.  Of  his  five  children,  (HI)  Joseph, 
born  in  1667,  is  in  the  pncestral  line. 

(HI)  Joseph  Alden  became  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  lived  in  what  is  now 
South  Bridgewater,  was  a  noted  character  in  the 
history  of  his  times  and  died  in  1747,  leaving  a 
will,  dated  four  years  before,  to  which  he  had  af- 
fixed his  mark.  In  1690  he  was  married  to  Hannah 
Denham.  of  Plymouth,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Den- 
ham,  and  they  became  the  jiarents  of  ten  children. 
Tlie  mother  died  in  1748,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight. 

(I\')    Samuel    Alden.    eighth    ciiild    of   Joseph, 


was  born  in  1705  and  died  in  1785.  In  1728  lie 
married  Al>iah  Edson,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Jose])h 
]i,dson,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom 

(V)  Josiah  Alden,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth, 
born  in  1738,  was  the  ancestor  of  Dexter  iVlden. 
Josiah  Alden,  born  in  Ludlow,  Mass.,  settled  in 
Bridgewater.  In  1761  he  married  Bathshcba  Jones 
and  he  became  the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Benjamin,  the  youngest  son,  was  the  father  of 
Dexter  Alden. 

(\T)  Benjamin  Alden  was  born  in  1781  and 
died  in  1841.  Mary  Hodges,  called  "Polly,"  who 
became  his  wife,  was  born  in  1783  and  died  in 
1865.  They  had  seven  children:  Mary,  Jefferson, 
Caroline,    David,   Dexter.   Lucinda   and   Eliza. 

Dexter  Alden  was  born  in  Ludlow,  ilass..  Oct. 
13,  1812.  He  was  married  twice,  first  time  to  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Leverite  and  Esther  Griswold,  of  X'ew 
Haven.  Their  daughter,  Anna  Griswold  Alden, 
is  the  wife  of  William  L.  Fields,  president  of  the 
Xational  Tradesmen's  Bank,  in  Xew  Haven.  On 
Dec.  30,  1837,  ^'^'"-  Alden  married  Margaret  E. 
Feeter,  daughter  of  John  and  Xancy  (Failing) 
Feeter,  of  Little  Falls,  X.  Y.  The  Feeters  consti- 
tute an  old  and  honored  family  in  the  ]\Iohawk 
^'alley  section  of  Xew^  York,  and  Mrs.  Alden's 
grandfather.  Col.  \\'illiam  Feeter,  was  one  of  the 
bravest  patriots  in  his  section  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  in  the  stirring  scenes  that  led  up 
to  it.  He  belonged  to  the  coi-ps  of  forty  picked 
men  known  as  the  ''Tryon  County  Bulldogs." 
There  were  other  Feeters  in  the  region  who  es- 
poused the  cause  of  royalty  and  followed  Johnson, 
the  Indian  Sachem,  to  whom  they  were  related  by 
marriage.  They  fled  to  Canada,  in  which  country 
they  abound,  and  slightly  changing  the  name  are 
now  known  as  McFeeters.  "Uncle  John,"  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Alden,  had  an  old  flint-lock  luusket 
which  he  prized  very  highly,  as  it  was  carried  by 
Col.  Feeter  during  the  Revolution.  It  is  still  in  an 
excellent  state  of  preservation.  For  more  than 
twenty-five  years  it  was  Mr.  Feeter's  custom  to 
load  and  fire  it  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  and  on 
July  4th  precisely  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
On  the  stock  of  the  gun  there  is  a  brass  plate  bear- 
ing this  inscription :  "Presented  to  Colonel  Feeter 
by  Henry  Young  di;ring  the  —  year  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  carried  by  him  during  the  seven 
years'  war."  Col.  \\'illiam  Feeter  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years,  in  1844.  He  reared  fourteen 
children  of  his  own  to  maturity  and  took  into  his 
own  home,  and  cared  for  as  he  did  his  own.  six  chil- 
dren belonging  to  ]K)or  families  in  his  neighborhood. 

John  Feeter,  the  father  of  Mrs.  .\lden.  was 
reared  at  the  old  Feeter  homestead  on  Top  Xotch, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  Goodcll  and  Pickett 
farms,  in  the  town  of  Little  Falls,  where  he  \vas 
born  Xov.  30,  1804.  On  Sept.  17,  1829.  he  was 
married,  at  St.  Johnsvillc.  to  Xancy  Failing.  For 
many  years   they   followed  a   farming  life,  and   in 
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1847  removed  to  Little  Falls,  where  Mr.  Feeter  did 
considerable  contracting-  and  constructed  the  high- 
way leading  to  "Tiinmerman's  Hotel."  He  also  set 
out  the  trees  surrounding  Eastern  Park,  and  materi- 
ally assisted  in  building-  the  old  "yellow  tavern 
church."  His  brother,  Adam  Feeter,  was  the  first 
post  rider  between  Newfiort  and  Albany,  and  for 
three  years  his  father,  Col.  Feeter,  who  was  a  close 
friend  of  Gen.  Herkimer,  maintained  the  expenses 
of  this  ancient  mail  service.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, recognizing  his  valuable  services,  subse- 
quently offered  him  the  contract  for  the  mail  service, 
which  he  did  not  see  fit  to  take.  John  and  Xancy 
Feeter  had  children  as  follows  :  (i)  Jacob,  a  promi- 
nent lawyer  of  New  York  City,  whose  home  is  at 
Yonkers';  (2)  Margaret  E.,  ]\Irs.  Alden  ;  (3)  Par- 
melia,  Airs.  French,  of  Buffalo;  (4)  Gertrude,  Mrs. 
Cruttenden;  (5)  Cynthia,  Mrs.  Walker,  of  Utica; 
and  (6)  Mary  C.,  Mrs.  Easterbrook.  The  descend- 
ants comprise  seventeen  grandchildren,  and  nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Dexter  Alden  came  to  Xew  Haven  when  a 
young  lad,  and  became  associated  with  Mr.  Allis, 
proprietor  of  the  leading-  hotc'l  in  Xew  Haven,  as 
his  steward.  In  early  manhood  Air.  Alden  went  to 
Painesville,  Ohio,  with  a  party  of  settlers,  who  were 
confident  that  in  the  near  future  that  place  would 
become  an  important  railroad  center.  While  there 
he  contracted  the  fever  and  ague,  and  was  obliged 
to  return  East.  He  stopped  at  Little  Falls,  where 
he  went  into  a  joint  stock  company,  composed  of 
Gordon  Trumbull,  Washington  \'an  Drecsen,  James 
Aldrich  and  himself,  organized  for  the  manufacture 
of  carpets  and  rugs.  He  was  also  interested  with 
Mr.  Aldrich  in  a  dr\-  goods  store  at  Little  Falls, 
w-hich  they  sold  out  after  several  years'  successful 
management.  Air.  Alden  also  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest in  the  factory  about  the  same  time  and  re- 
turned to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  established  a  dry 
goods  store  in  company  with  a  Air.  Hunting- 
ton, continuing  with  him  until  1862.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing,  fomiing  the  Elm  City 
Ruffle  Co.  He  was  also  one  of  the  originators  in  the 
formation  of  the  American  Fish  Hook  and  Xeedle 
Co.,  the  first  industry  of  the  kind  whose  work  was 
done  by  machinery,  and  the  former  line  is  still  suc- 
cessfully carried  on,  but  the  needle  was  abandoned, 
being  too  expensive  to  manufacture  by  machinery. 
ALr.  Alden  also  had  an  interest  in  a  hide  and  tallow- 
rendering  establishment,  which  was  very  successful, 
and  became  a  member  of  the  L'nited  States  Dairy 
Co.,  of  X'ew  York  City,  individually  purchasing  the 
patent  rights  for  Connecticut  for  the  new  i)rocess 
cf  making  oleomargarine.  In  this  business  he  was 
eminently  successful,  his  profits  from  this  interest 
in  the  month  of  Alarch,  1S83,  being  over  $50,000, 
and  during  that  year  over  $225,000.  The  rnftler 
business  proved  quite  as  satisfactory  m  its  \\a\-.  and 
his  profits  from  it  ran  from  $60,000  to  Sioo.ooo 
yearly.  Air.  Alden  later  invested  money  to  develop 
an  automatic  fire  extinguisher,  but  this  venture  did 


not  prove  successful,  and  caused  him  considerable 
loss.  He  also  erected  many  fine  residences  that 
were  an  improvement  and  ornament  to  the  city. 

Air.  Alden  was  an  upright  and  conscientious 
man,  and  during  his  residence  in  Little  Falls  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  X'ew  Haven 
he  associated  himself  with  the  old  Center  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  his  daily  living  was  in  accord 
with  his  religious  professions. 

To  Dexter  and  Margaret  (Feeter)  Alden  were 
born  the  following  named  children:  ( i )  Alary  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kingsbury  Billings,  of 
X^'ew  York  City,  a  son  of  the  late  James  X.  and 
Julia  (Holmes)  Billings,  the  father  a  large  im- 
porter in  X''ew  York.  Air.  and  Airs.  Billings  have 
six  children,  Charles  Kingsbur}-,  Alargaret  Louise. 
Alabel  Frances,  Julia  Holmes.  Alary  Elizabeth  and 
John  Alden.  (2)  Louise  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  William  L.  Howard,  U.  S.  Xavv,  who  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Alanila  in  i8q8,  when  the 
Spanish  fleet  was  destroyed,  being  on  the  "Boston" 
during  that  engagement.  The  following  February 
he  was  sent  home,  and  for  some  time  was  a  staff  offi- 
cer in  the  Intelligence  Bureau.  In  October,  1900,. 
he  was  put  in  charge  of  the  gunboat  "Bancroft,"  as. 
executive  officer  and  navigator,  was  later  at  Colon, 
and  is  now  on  the  "Illinois,"  which  had  the  honor 
of  being  the  flagship  which  met  Prince  Henry  of 
Prussia.  She  will  now  proceed  to  England,  to  rep- 
resent the  United  States  at  the  coronation  of  King 
Edward  VII.  Lieut,  and  Airs.  Howard  have  one 
child,  Helen. 

JULIUS  H.  AIORRIS.  The  first  members  of 
the  Alorris  family  in  this  country  came  from  Eng- 
land to  America,  arriving  June  3',  1637,  and  located 
in  Alassachusetts.  They  sailed  for  what  is  now 
Xew  Haven  Alarch  30,  1638,  and  arrived  there  t^vo 
weeks  later.  Thomas  Alorris.  the  ancestor  of 
Julius  H.  Alorris,  a  shipbuilder  by  trade,  signed  the 
Plantation  Covenant  in  1638,  receiving  a  deed  to 
property  known  as  "Alorris  Point"  in  1671.  The 
old  house  is  still  standing,  and  upon  the  chimnev 
is  painted  the  date,  "1671."  This  property  passed 
from  him  to  his  descendants,  and  has  ne-^-er  been 
out  of  the  family  name  in  all  this  long  period. 

John  Alorris  was  the  first  proprietor  who  re- 
sided on  the  fann,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  in  the 
hands  of  his  descendants,  the  line  being  from  Julius 
H.  back  through  Amos,  Amos,  Amos,  James.  Elea- 
zer  to  Thomas,  the  founder.  James  Alorris  was  a 
merchant  in  Xew  Haven,  and  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Amos  Alorris,  the  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  on  the  old  place  and  lived  and  died 
there,  engaged  as  a  farmer.  He.  too,  was  a  dea- 
con in  the  church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Horse  Guards,  and  his  son  Amos  was  a 
captain  in  the  State  Alilitia.  Amos  Alorris.  the  fa- 
ther, was  born  on  the  old  tract,  the  Alorris  farm, 
in  1750,  anJ,  married  Lois  Hotchkiss,  who  was  born 
in  East  Haven,  Cor.n.,  a  daughter  of  a  neighbor- 
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ing  farmer.  Their  children  were:  Lucius,  who 
died  in  Xovember,  1900 ;  Robert  and  Lydia,  who 
died  young;  Julius  H. ;  and  Thomas,  deceased. 

Julius  H.  -Morris  was  born  Feb.  26,  1823,  on  the 
original  fami,  or  what  is  now  known  as  " Morris 
Point,"  and  has  always  lived  there,  engaged  as 
farmer,  fisherman  and  hotel  keeper.  lie  is  one  of 
the  best-known  citizens  of  the  locality.  His  first 
marriage,  which  took  place  April  8,  1844,  was  to 
Julia  Rowe,  who  was  born  in  Fair  Haven,  Conn., 
in  May,  1821,  and  died  Jan.  16,  1873.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Rowe,  of  Fair  Haven,  who  was 
a  tailor,  merchant  and  oyster  grower.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  ]\Iorris,  on  Sept.  10,  1874,  was  to 
Mrs.  Ann  Eliza  Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in  Fair- 
field, Conn.,  and  died  Sept.  20,   1900. 

Mr.  Morris  has  oeen  a  Whig  and  later  a  Re- 
publican, having  been  active  in  politics  nearly  all 
his  life,  and  has  filled  many  positions  of  coufidence, 
prominence  and  trust,  has  been  selectman  for  three 
terms,  and  for  twenty-three  years  was  clerk  of  the 
South  School  district  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  board  for  forty  years.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  numbered  eleven,  eight  of  whom 
g'rew  to  maturity :  Robert  R.,  a  farmer  at  ^Morris 
Cove,  married  Mary  Clark,  and  has  had  si.x  chil- 
dren, Lela,  Wallace,  Robert,  Herbert,  Grace  and 
Julius.  Julia  married  Lyman  C.  Thompson,  of 
jMorris  Cove,  and  has  one  son,  ]Morris.  Emma 
married  George  ^L  Thompson,  who  lives  in  Mor- 
ris Cove,  but  she  has  passed  away ;  she  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  survive,  Edward,  Lewis 
and  Emma.  Julius  is  an  oystennan  at  the  Cove; 
he  has  never  married.  Lettie  married  George  Cad- 
well,  and  resides  in  Xew  Haven ;  they  have  had 
three  children,  Clifford,  George  and  Clarence.  Hat- 
tie  married  J.  W.  Everett,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  has 
had  five  children,  Raymond,  Burton,  Ethel,  Ed- 
ward and  Sidney.  Carrie  married  John  W.  Lewis, 
the  well-known  builder.  Edwin  A.  is  mentioned 
below. 

Edwix  a.  Morris  was  born  in  Fair  Haven, 
Conn.,  Feb.  8,  i860,  and  was  reared  at  Morris 
Cove,  the  old  family  property.  His  school  days 
were  passed  there,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
nineteen,  when  he  entered  the  grocery  store  of  R. 
H.  Wright,  of  Xew  Haven,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk, 
continuing  there  for  one  year.  He  then  opened  up 
a  grocery  business  of  his  own,  which  he  success- 
fully conducted  until  1893,  '^vhen  he  returned  to  the 
Cove  and  established  there  a  large  grocery  and 
meat  store. 

On  Jan.  29,  1884,  Mr.  Morris  was  married  to 
Ella  Everett,  who  was  born  in  Olive,  Ulster  Co., 
N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Everett,  a  fanner  in 
that  locality,  and  four  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union :  Gertrude,  Jessie,  Hazel  and  Dorothy. 
Mr.  Morris  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  \\  oodnien  of  Amer- 
ica, while  the  whole  faniilv  belongs  to  the  Con- 
gregational Church.     Few  families  in  this  vicinity- 


can  point  to  a  longer  line  of  honorable  ancestry, 
unbroken,  and  perhaps  none  possess  such  historic 
remains  as  the  old  homestead  of  1G71. 

COE.  The  Coe  family,  who  for  some  genera- 
tions have  lived  at  Middktown,  Conn.,  are  a  branch 
of  an  old  Xew  England  family,  and  Hon.  Levi  El- 
more Coe,  of  Meriden,  for  eighteen  years  judge 
of  the  city  and  police  courts,  former  mayor  of  the 
city,  and  president  of  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank 
and  the  Meriden  Xational  Bank,  is  a  notable  de- 
scendant and  a  conspicuous  representative  of  same. 
He  is  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Robert  Coe, 
his  first  American  ancestor,  through  Robert  Coe 
(2),  Capt.  John,  Capt.  Joseph,  Ca[)t.  David,  Squire 
Eli  and  Col.  Levi,  a  line  of  iIlu.^trious  and  noble 
men,  all  of  whom  were  prominent  and  useful  citi- 
zens. 

(I)  Robert  Coe,  who  came  from  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  England,  with  his  wife  and  three  sons, 
arriving  in  Boston  in  June,  1634,  was  the  first  set- 
tler at  Watertown,  Mass.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  first  purchasers  of  Stamford.  He  was  among 
the  original  settlers  at  Hempstead,  L.  L,  and  with 
others  began  a  settlement  at  Jaimaica.  L.  L,  in  1656. 

(H  ) Robert  Coe  (2)  was  born  in  England  in 
1627,  accompanied  his  father  to  Watertown,  Weth- 
ersfield  and  Stamford,  and  located  at  Stratford, 
Conn.,  where  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Mat- 
thew and  Susan  (Butterfield)   Mitchell. 

(HI)  Capt.  John  Coe,  son  of  Robert  (2),  born 
in  1658,  in  1682  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Hawley.  In  his  mature  life  he  was  a  prominent 
character  in  Stratford,  serving  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war,  and  becoming  a  captain.  He  was  also 
deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  held  other  po- 
sitions. 

(I\')  Capt.  Joseph  Coe,  the  son  of  Capt.  John, 
born  in  1686,  was  married  in  1708  to  Abigail, 
daughter  of  David  Robinson.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Durham,  becoming  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  his  time.  He  was  commissioned 
ensign  and  lieutenant,  rising  to  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain in  the  militia  service.  He  attended  the  Gen- 
eral Court  as  a  deputy,  and  held  several  important 
local  positions. 

(\')  Capt.  David  Coe.  son  of  Capt.  Joseph,  born 
in  1717,  was  married  to  Hannah,  daughter  of 
X'athan  Camp.  One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Middle- 
field,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  military  affairs, 
in  1759  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  lieu- 
tenant in  the  militia,  and  in  1764  captain.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  his  services  were  im- 
portant and  valuable. 

(\T)  Squire  Eli  Coe.  son  of  Capt.  David,  bom 
in  1758.  was  married  to  Rachel,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Ichabod  Miller,  and  made  his  home  in  Middlefieid. 
Their  children  were :  Bela.  Lucy.  Rachel.  Eli  and 
Levi.  For  many  years  Eli  Coe  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  a  selectman  many  years. 
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(_\'II)  Col.  Levi  Coe,  son  of  Eli  and  the  fa- 
ther of  tlie  Hon.  Levi  E.  Coo,  was  born  July  ii, 
1788,  and  was  married  Feb.  14,  18x1,  to  Sarah 
Ward,  born  April  2.  1788,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  ■^L^ry  (Miller)  Ward.  After  a  signally  happy 
married  life  of  fifty-three  years  Col.  Coe  died  Jan. 
16,  1S64,  and  his  widow  passed  away  Dec.  10, 
1871.  They  had  the  following  family:  (1)  iJen- 
j'amin  Ward,  born  April  j8,  1812,  married  Betsy 
M.  Birdsey.  (2)  Amelia  M..  born  (Jet.  15,  1S15, 
married  Ichabod  Miller.  (3)  Alvin  Bennett,  born 
Feb.  15,  1821,  was  married  to  Harriet  T.  Coe.  (4) 
Levi  Elmore,  born  June  6.  1828.  is  m.eiuiuncJ 
below. 

Col.  Levi  Coe  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a  tiior- 
oughly   practical    and   conmiLin    sense    man,    doir.g 
what  he  attempted,  and  attemptir.g  no  more  than 
what  he  could  do  well.     He  would  break  no  more 
ground  than  could  be  well  cultivated,  and  kept  no 
more  stock  than  could  be  properly  fed.     His  fann- 
ing was  practical   rather   than  theoretical,   and   he 
took  pride  in  his  fences,  his  crops  and  his  stocks. 
He  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  good  horses  and  cattle,  being  espe- 
cially fond  of  Devons.     The  ambition  which  moved 
him  was  always  for  the  best.     His  disposition  was 
hopeful,  his  demeanor  modest  and  courteous,  and 
his  relations  with  his  family  tender  and  indulgent. 
In  his  transactions  he   was   cautious,   and   he  was 
firm  in  his  convictions  of  the  right.     Many  sought 
his  advice,  and  his  judgment  had  great  weight.    Fie 
creditably  tilled   several   positions  of  responsibility 
.and  trust,  and  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  community  to  a  marked  degree.     For  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  State  Militia, 
and   was   advanced   to  a   colonelcy    when    military 
honors  were  worthy  the  ambition  of  any  man,  and 
when  merit  alone  was  the  test  of  success.    That  he 
merited  the  title  was  attested  by  its  universal  use 
in  addressing  or  speaking  of  "Col.  Coe."     He  took 
a  deep  interesf  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  de- 
vout member,  punctual  in  his  attendance  at  all  meet- 
ings.    In  1842  he  was  active  in  the  construction  of 
the  new  church  building,  and  was  instrumental  in 
raising  the  funds  for  that  purpose.     Col.  Coe  had  a 
social  nature,  loved  his  friends,  and  greatly  enjoyed 
entertaining  his  friends  and  relatives.     His  was  a 
hospitable   home,  and   the  best  the   home  afforded 
was  none  too  good.     He  was  fond  of  amusements, 
innocent  stories  and  harmless  jokes. 

Judge  Levi  E.  Coe,  who  is  the  author  and  com- 
piler of  the  "Coe-Ward  Memorial,"  traces  his  an- 
cestry to  other  emigrant  ancestors  as  follows :  En- 
sign William  Ward,  one  of  the  patentees  of  Mid- 
(lletown,  Conn.;  Thomas  Miller,  freeman  of  Row- 
ley. Mass.,  in  1639,  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Middletown  :  Nicholas  Camp.  ^lilford,  -Conn.,  in 
i^'3(>:  Thomas  Robinson,  an  early  settler  in  Guil- 
ford. Conn.;  William  Cornwell.  Rowley.  Mass..  in 
1O34,  at  Hartford  in   1637,  in  the  Pequot  war,  at 


Middletown  in   165 1  ;  Alexander  Bow,  at  Charles- 
town,  and  at  Hartford  in  1639,  who  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Middletown,  Conn.;  Comet 
Joseph    Farsons,    in    Massachusetts    in     1630,    at 
Springfield    in    1636,   at    Northampton    in    1655,   a 
member   of   the   Ancient   and   Honorable   Artillery 
Company    of    Boston;    John    Johnson,    Roxbury, 
Mass.,  in  1630,  made  a  freeman  in  163 1,  deputy  to 
the  first  General  Court,  surveyor  general  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  the  first  clerk  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery   Company ;   Capt.   Isaac  John- 
son, freeman  at  Rowley,  in  1635,  made  a  captain  in 
1653,  killed  at  the  Great  Swamp  figlit  in  the  Nar- 
ragansett  war,  Dec.  19,  1675;  Capt.  Daniel  Harris, 
at  Rowley,  at  Middletown  in    1O52,  deputy  to  the 
General  Court ;  Humphrey  Prior,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Windsor;  David  Atwater,  at  New  Ha- 
ven,  Conn.,  a  signer  of  the   Plantation  Covenant, 
June   4,    1639;   Joseph   Flawley,   Boston,    1639,   at 
Stratford  the  same  year,  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  twenty-nine  times ;  John  Kirby,  first  settled 
in  Boston,  at  Plymouth  in  1643,  at  Flartford,  1645, 
at  Weihersfield,   1049,  at  Middletown,   1655  ;  John 
Taylor,  at  Windsor  in  1639,  sailed  from  New  Ha- 
ven in  the  "phantom  ship;"  Samuel   Nettleton,  at 
Totoket   (Branford)    in   1644;  Deacon  Paul  Peck, 
at   Boston.   1635,  at  Hartford  the   following  year; 
Thomas  Barnes,  at  New  Haven  in  1643,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Middletown ;  Thomas  Tap- 
pin,  a  captain  and  a  free  planter  in  Milford  in  1639, 
removed  to  Southampton,  L.  I.,  deputy  and  assist- 
ant to  the  General  Court ;  Elder  Edward  Turner, 
at  Milford,  1651,  an  original  proprietor  of  [Middle- 
town;    Bigot    Eggleston.   at    Dorchester.    1630.   at 
Windsor,  1635  ;  Samuel  Eggleston.  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  Middletown  :  John  Osbom.  an 
early  settler  at  Windsor,  Conn. ;  Richard  Oldage, 
at  Windsor  before  1640;  Thomas  Sayre,  at  Lynn, 
Alass.,   in    1638,   at   Southampton,   L.   I.,   in    1640; 
John   Rogers,   called   the   "settler,"   a   free  planter 
of   Milford.   Conn.,   in    1639;   .\lexander  Knowles, 
freeman    of    Massachusetts   in    1636,   at    Fairfield, 
Conn.,    in    1653,    assistant   to  the   General    Court; 
'   Thomas  Bliss,  at  Boston,  1635,  at  Hartford,  1636; 
Dr.     Henry   Woodward,   at    Dorchester,    1635,    at 
Northampton.  1658;  Capt.  Joseph  Weld,  a  freeman 
of  Rowley,  Mass.,  in  1636.  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot 
war,  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Ar- 
tillery  Company :    Nicholas    Disbrow.   at   Hartford 
in    1630,    a    soldier    in    the    Pequot    war;    Edward 
Birdsey.  at  Wethersfield.  Conn.,  in  1636;  Matthew 
;   Mitchell,  at  Charlestown  in   1636.  at  Saybrook.  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in   1639.  at  Stamford  the  fol- 
lowing year,   at  Hempstead   in    1643.  a  deputy   to 
the  General  Court,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  war. 
Hon-.   Levi   EL^roRE  Coe,   of  Meriden,  son  of 
'   Col.  Levi  and  Sarah   (Ward)   Coe.  is  a  native  of 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Middlefield  (then  Middle- 
town'),  Conn.,  born  June  6,  1828.     He  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood and  Post's  and  Chase's  Andemies.  the  latter 
a    somewhat    noted    school    at    Middletown,    from 
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which  went  out  into  the  world  men  who  achieved 
fame   and   success   in   their   various   walks   of   life. 
Young   Coe  began   teaching  school   at   the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  followed   that  profession  until 
twenty-five.     At   that  age,   in    1853,   he  located   at 
Meriden,  of  which  city  he  has  been  a  resident,  and 
through  the  intervening  forty  odd  years  has  been 
most  closely  identified  with  :he  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  city,  which  has  been  remarkable,  and 
so  inarked  as  a  manufacturing  center  as  to  become 
known  throughout  the  civilized  world  from  the  va- 
riety antl  high  grade  of  its  manufactured  products. 
During  this  long  period  Mr.  Coe  has  been  one  of 
the    foremost    among    those    whose    efforts    have 
brought  aboi  t  the  proud  position  the  "Silver  City" 
sustains   in   the  manufacturing  world,   and   during 
this  period  he  has  made  and  sustained  a  reputation 
as  a  business  man  and  useful  citizen  of  a  high  order 
in  keepmg  with  his  honorable  line  of  ancestors.     In 
1854  young  Coe  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Meri- 
den Savings  Bank,  when  the  assets  of  that  institu- 
tion were  only  $25,000,  and  the  salary  of  the  treas- 
urer only  S_'oo;  the  assets  are  now  four  and  one- 
half   millions       He   has   bc;:n   connected   with   that 
institution  either  as  treasurer,  director  or  president 
ever  since.     When  he  took  the   position  of  treas- 
urer he  was  keeping  books,  making  out  bills,  and 
doing  other  writing  for  outside  parties.     For  fifty 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business, 
though  never  on  commiss'on.     He  has  taken  great 
interest  in  agricultural  matters  and  pet  stock,  and 
has   been    identified   with   van  jus   societies   in    this 
line,  having  been   secretary  of  the  Farmers   Club, 
president  of  the  Meriden  Poultry  Association,  sec- 
retary, treasurer  and  president  of  the  Meriden  Ag- 
ricultural  .Society,   secretary   and   treasurer  of   the 
Connecticut  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  a  mem- 
ber of   the   State    Board   of   .\griculture.     He  has 
served   in   various   public   capacities :      Was   grand 
juror  in  1837;  registrar  of  vital  statistics  in   1858- 
63;  justice  of  the  peace  from   1858  to   1881  ;  trial 
justice  for  many  years  before  the  establishment  of 
the   city   court;   first   clerk  of  the  city  court;  and 
judge   of   the    court    for   eighteen    years.      He   has 
also  been  agent  of  the  town  to  convey  real  estate, 
was  registrar  of  voters,  town  clerk,  and  judge  of 
probate.     At  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  water 
works,   and    for   several   years    thereafter,    he   was    i 
water  commissioner.     For  a  long  period  he  was  a   ' 
member  of  the  board   of  compensation.     In    1894   i 
Mr.   Coe   was  elected  mayor  of  Meriden,   and  re-    , 
elected  in  1896  and  iSq-.     He  brought  to  that  of- 
fice the  ripe  experience  of  long  years  of  public  serv- 
ice and  of  a  successful  business  career,  and  gave 
the   city  a   practical    and   dignified   administration. 
In   his   political   faith    Tuilge  Coe  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  commit- 
tee and  StTte  central  committee.    He  was  appointed 
by  the  Secretarv  of  the  Interior  a  town  site  trustee 
f'lr  Ok!aho:u-i  Citv.  (Jklahoma.     .Among  other  nu- 
merous official  positions  in  corporations,  etc.,  held 


I  by  Judge  Coe,  are  those  of  director  of  what  is  now 
j  the  Meriden  National  Bank  (since  i8(')2)  ;  treasurer 
of  the  Meriden  Park  Co. ;  director  of  the  Meriden 
I  Hospital;  trustee  of  the  Curtis  Home;  president  of 
the  Meriden  Historical  Society:  and  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  Historical  Society;  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution ;  and  of  the  Home  Club.    Fra- 
ternally Judge  Coe  is  a  prominent  Mason ;  he  has 
been  secretary,  treasurer  and  worshipful  master  of 
I  3.1eridian   Lodge,   Xo.   /j;  eminent  commander  of 
St.  Elmo  Commandery,  Knights  Templar ;  and  rep- 
j  resentative   of    the    Grand    Commandery   of   South 
!  Dakota  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Conn.ecti- 
I  cut.     In  his  religious  views  Judge  Coe  is  an  Epis- 
j  copalian,  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  Church.  Meri- 
den, in  which  he  has  been  a  vestryman  since  1858. 
i  Judge   Coe   has   been   an   enterprising,    liberal   and 
pubHc-spirited  citizen.     He  erected  abeautiful  me- 
morial   library    building,    which,    with    its    furnish- 
ings and  the  library,  he  presented  to  his  native  town, 
Middlefield,  June  6,  1S93,  ^s  a  free  public  library, 
placing  it  in  control  of  a   self-perpetuating  incor- 
'  porated  board  of  trustees,  known   as   the  Levi   E. 
i  Coe   Librarv-   Association.      Such   a    life   needs    no 
eulogy. 

On  Xov.  27,  185 1,  Judge  Coe  was  married  to 
Miss  Sophia  Fidelia,  daughter  of  Harley  and 
Martha  Cone  Hall,  and  they  had  two  children:  A 
son  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed:  and  Charles 
Levi,  born  Dec.  4.  1S60,  who  died  Feb.  ig,  1862. 

ELBRIDGE  LEWIS  HOWE,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Howe  &  Stetson,  proprietors  of 
an  extensive  dry-goods  and  department  store,  at 
Nos.  767-773  Chapel  street.  Xew  Haven,  was  bom 
in  Marlborough,  Zvlass..  Oct.  11,  1871.  Stephen 
Austin  Howe,  his  father,  was  born  April  10.  1841, 
in  Marlborough,  where  his  father,  Elbridge  Howe, 
was  also  born,  Xov.  15,  1S16. 

The  Howes  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Marlborough,  and  in  every-  period  of.  the  history  of 
that  place  have  been  numbered  among  the  most 
numerously  represented  families.  Abraham  Howe 
emigrated  from  England  about  1640,  and  about 
1660  his  name  appears  among  the  proprietors  of 
Marlborough,  whitlier  he  came  probably  from  \\'at- 
ertown,  Mass.  He  had  a  numerous  family,  and 
many  of  his  descendants  remain  in  the  town  at  the 
present  time.  On  May  6,  1657.  he  married  Hannah 
Ward,  and  soon  after  1660  they  came  to  Marlbor- 
ough, where  he  died  June  30.  1695.  his  widow  on 
Xov.  3,  1717.    They  had  ten  children. 

Joseph  Ho\^■e.  third  child  of  .\hraham.  was  born 
in  1661  in  W:aenown.  and  in  16S8  married  Dorothy 
Martin.    They  had  six  children. 

Joseph  H-^we  (2),  fourth  child  of  Joseph,  was 
born  in  Marlborough  in  February,  1697.  On  Feb. 
2u,  1722,  he  married  Zerviah  Howe,  his  cousin,  who 
died  Dec.  10,  1723.  On  July  12,  1727.  he  married 
Ruth  Brigham.  I  lis  family  consisted  of  ten  chil- 
dren 
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Arlcmas  Howe,  son  of  Josepli  (2),  1)orn  Jan.  15, 
17-)^.  n)arrii.'(l  May  28,  1767,  .Mary  Bigclow,  an<l 
i1k-v  liad  twelve  children. 

Su-plien  Howe,  son  of  Arlemas,  born  March  21, 
i-,S(),  married  June  2y,  1809,  Susanna  lirighanr,  and 
tluv  had  .si.\  chihlren. 

l^lljridge  Howe,  son  of  Stephen,  and  grandfather 
of  I.  Wilder  and  Elbrnlge  L.,  was  a  building  con- 
iiaitnr  bv  trade,  and  put  up  the  first  frame  house  in 
the  city  of  Austin,  Texas.  His  stay  in  the  Lone  .Star 
State,  however,  was  nut  prolonged,  and  he  returned 
to  Marlhorou.qh.  In  his  later  years  lie  became 
prominent  in  local  ati'airs,  and  was  elected  chairman 
of  the  hoard  of  selectmen,  and  was  also  chairman 
of  the  board  of  water  works.  For  many  years  he 
was  president  of  both  the  Savings  and  National 
1  tanks.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  On  June 
2;,  1840,  he  married  Sabra  Holman,  a  native  of 
jiolton,  who  bore  him  four  children :  Stephen  A. 
(deceased),  the  father  of  J.  Wilder  and  Elbridge 
L.  Howe;  Emily  B.;  George  A.;  and  Sahra,  who 
married  William  C.  Hazeltine.  The  three  survivors 
reside  in  Marlborough,  ^Massachusetts. 

George  A.  Howe,  the  brother  of  Stephen  A. 
Howe,  and  an  uncle  of  Elbridge  L.  and  J.  Wilder, 
was  one  of  the  youngest  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war, 
having  entered  the  Union  army  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
In  after  years  he  became  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  is  a  prominent  resident  of  Marlbor- 
ough, of  which  city  he  was  second  mayor. 

Stei'Iiex  Ai.'stix  Howe  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Marlljorongh,  finishing  in  the  seminary 
at  Fulton,  X.  Y.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  band 
in  the  13th  Mass.  Regiment.  After  he  had  served 
fourteen  months  all  regimental  bands  were  dis- 
charged. In  1864  he  re-enlisted,  becoming  a  private 
in  the  57th  Mass.  Regiment.  After  going  through 
the  ^Vilderness  campaign  he  was  taken  sick,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Richmond,  was  transferred  to  hospital 
ship,  and  taken  to  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington. Upon  his  recovery  he  was  retained  as  a 
nieniber  of  the  hospital  band  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Howe's  business  career  was  begun  in 
iSf/i,  in  ]\Iarlborough,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Wilson  &  Howe,  and  after  a  time  he  became  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business  by  reason  of  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Wilson,  whose  interest  in  the  firm  he 
bought.  In  1885  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  ^[r.  Stetson,  whom  he  had  taken  in  as  a  junior 
partner  some  time  previous.  In  May,  1886,  Mr. 
Howe  and  }ilr.  Stetson  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  and 
bouglit  out  J.  X".  Adam,  continuing  the  business 
until  i8i;3,  when  Mr.  Stetson  withdrew.  Mr.  Howe 
continuing  the  business  until  his  death.  Xov.  29. 
1898,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  The  business 
was  started  in  the  J.  X.  Adam  store,  and  later  re- 
moved to  the  jjresent  store,  known  as  the  \\'ilcox 
store,  and  the   Moses  and  Greenwood  stores  were 
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afterward  added.     The  business  has  assumed  very 
large  propurtions. 

While  in  Marlborough  Mr.  Howe  was  promi- 
nent in  business  circles  and  an  active  nicinbcr  of 
the  Unitarian  Church.  In  Xew  Haven  he  was  pres- 
ident of  the  Retail  Merchants  Association.  He  was 
truly  a  grand  man  in  every  respect,  towering  above 
the  level  of  his  day.  In  business  he  had  all  the  qual- 
ifications of  success — integrity,  industry,  a  clear 
comprehension  of  the  needs  of  his  custom;  kindness 
and  courtesy  that  never  failed,  making  him  beloved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  day  of  his 
funeral,  Dec.  2,  1898,  was  marked  by  the  closing  of 
all  the  dry  goods  stores  in  the  city.  'Sir.  Howe  be- 
longed to  the  ^lasons.  the  Union  League,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  and  Admiral  Foote  Post,  Xo.  17, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Xew  Haven. 

On  Oct.  II,  1866,  Mr.  Howe  married  Anna 
Elizabeth  ^\'ilder,  who  was  born  in  Rindge,  X.  II., 
a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  (Fosdick) 
Wilder.  The  father  was  prominent  in  Rindge, 
where  he  was  born.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  had  two 
children,  Josiah  Wilder  and  Elbridge  L.  The  wid- 
owed mother  is  still  living  in  Xew  Haven. 

Elbridge  L.  Howe  spent  the  earlier  years  of  his- 
life  in  Marlborougli,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  was  later  a  student  in  the  Giles  private 
school,  of  X'ew  Haven.  While  he  was  still  a  bov 
he  worked  three  years  in  his  father's  store,  and  then 
went  to  X'ew  York  for  a  year,  with  B.  Altnian  & 
Co.  On  his  return  home,  in  1893,  he  entered  his 
father's  store  at  Xew  Haven,  of  which  he  became 
manager,  holding  the  position  until  his  father's 
death,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  J.  \\^ildcr. 

Elbridge  L.  Howe  was  married  iMav  11.  1S92, 
to  Mary  A.  Hannan,  who  was  born  in  Deep  River, 
Conn.,  and  they  have  two  children:  Stephen  Rollin, 
born  Dec.  18,  1893;  and  Anna  Wilder,  born  X'ov. 
12,  1895.  In  politics  ;Mr.  Howe  is  a  Republican,  as 
was  his  father  before  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Young  Men's  Republican  Club,  the  Union  League, 
the  Pequot  Club,  the  Xew  Haven  Golf  Club,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Business  Men's 
Association.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Dry  Goods 
Alliance  of  X'ew  York,  is  president  of  the  Ailesan- 
dro  Mining  &  Land  Co.  (which  owns  5,000  acres  of 
land  in  Xew  Mexico),  is  on  the  Home  Board  of  Or- 
ganized Charities,  and  belongs  to  the  Plymouth 
Society. 

J.  Wilder  Howe,  partner  in  the  X'ew  Haven 
store  with  his  brother,  Elbridge  L.  Howe,  was  born 
July  31,  1869.  in  ^larlborough.  Mass..  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
Later  he  was  at  Allen's  School,  ^^'est  X'ewton.  and 
still  later,  after  a  lapse  of  several  years,  took  a 
course  of  civil  engineering  in  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology,  which  profession  he  prac- 
ticed   for  six  years   after   receiving  his   education. 
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first  going  wilh  the  Board  of  Survey,  J'.oston,  and 
later  to  the  City  Engineer's  otifice,  at  Cambridge. 
He  was  first  identified  with  the  general  work  of  the 
office  and  later  with  the  designing  and  construction 
of  the  new  reservoir  pipe  lines,  of  which  work  he 
was  resident  engineer.  In  June,  1898,  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  the  President,  second  lieutenant  in  the 
2d  U.  S.  Volunteer  Engineers,  but  resigned  in  De- 
cember, 1898,  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
tu  go  into  partnership  with  his  brother.  Mr.  Howe 
belongs  to  the  Union  League  and  Pequot  Clubs,  the 
National  Army  Spanish  War  \'eterans,  the  New 
Haven  Grays,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  ^Military  Order  of  For- 
eign Wars  of  the  United  States,  and  is  an  honorary 
niember  of  the  Union  \'eterans  Union. 

EDWARD  LEOXARD  BROXSOX  (de- 
ceased). For  forty  or  more  years  Mr.  Bronson 
was  prominent  in  business  circles  in  Waterbury, 
and  he  was  pre-eminently  an  exemplary  man  and 
useful  citizen.  His  ancestors  in  both  patcrna'l  and 
maternal  lines  were  among  the  first  to  settle  in 
Waterbury. 

John  Brownston's,  or  Bronston's,  name  ap- 
peared in  the  list  of  original  proprietors  of  Hart- 
ford— those  coming  there  prior  to  February,  1640 — 
given  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford  coun- 
tv.  He  is  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  com- 
pany who  came  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  in  1636. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  war  in  1637.  After 
the  purchase  of  Tunxis  (Farmington)  by  the  Hart- 
ford people  John  Bronston  removed  thither  about 
1641. 

Edward  Leonard  Brcnson  was  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  John  Bronson,  of 
Hartford  and  Farmington,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  Sergeant  Isaac  Bronson.  Isaac  Bron- 
son (2),  Isaac  Bronson  (3),  Titus  Bronson  and 
Leonard  Bronson. 

(II)  Sergeant  Isaac  Bronson,  son  of  John  Bron- 
son, married  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Root. 

(HI)  Isaac  Bronson"(2),  son  of  Sergeant  Isaac 
Bronson,  born  in  1670,  in  Farmington,  married 
(first)  in  1701  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Mor- 
gan, of  Xew  London,  Conn.:  she  died  and  he  mar- 
ried (second)  in  1750  Widow  Sarah  Lewis.  He 
died  in  1751. 

(I\')  Isaac  Bronson  (3).  son  of  Isaac  Bron- 
son (2),  born  in  1707,  married,  in  1734,  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Richards. 

(V)  Titus  Bronson.  son  of  Isaac  Bronson  (3), 
born  Oct.  5,  1751,  married,  Feb.  11,  1779,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Moses  Cook.  He  died  in  1820,  and  she 
in   1841. 

(\T)  Leonard  Bronson,  son  of  Titus  Bronson, 
and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  June  24,  1797.  He  married  Xancy  (Richard- 
son) "Platt,  widow  of  M.  Piatt,  and  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Richardson,  a  .descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  town.  To  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows:     Julia  i\I.,  born  in  1820,  died 


in  1841  ;  George  F.,  born  in  1821 ;  Catiierine  died 
when  young;  Isaac  R.,  born  in  1826;  and  Edward 
L.,  our  subject,  is  referred  to  farther  on.  Leonard 
Bronson  was  successively  a  school  teacher,  sur- 
veyor and  farmer,  a  man  of  much  ability  and  was 
most  thoroughly  respected.  From  1853  to  1857 
he  was  president  of  the  Waterbury  Savings  Bank. 
The  late  Edward  Leonard  Bronson,  son  of 
Leonard  and  Xancy  (Richardson  Platt)  Bronson, 
was  born  Jan.  iS,  1828,  in  the  town  of  Middlebury 
Conn.  His  mother  was  a  devout  and  sirong-minded 
woman,  and  with  her  husband  a  stanch  member  of 
Church.  The  son  found  about  his  early  life  influ- 
ences that  developed  his  manhood  along  severe  and 
exacting  lines.  A  most  intense  sense  of  responsi- 
bility was  the  result  of  his  home  training,  and 
Mr.  Bronson's  life  was  an  exemplification  of  it  m 
every  detad  and  requirement.  After  passing  a 
period  of  six  months  in  the  dry  goods  store  of 
Benedict  &  ]\Ierriman  in  1848  he  concluded  to  lo- 
cate permanently  in  Waterbury,  but  soon  left  the 
store  to  teach  in  the  Centre  school  district  in  Middle- 
bury.  After  a  short  experience  there  he  returned 
to  his  former  employers,  Messrs.  Benedict  &  Merri- 
man.  Later  on  he  became  bookkeeper  and  ac- 
countant at  the  factory,  afterward  Benedict  &  Burn- 
ham's.  From  that  time  on  he  was  identified  with 
that  factory,  and  was  a  potent  hand  in  its  steady 
growth,  giving  to  the  business  the  most  undivided 
and  faithful  services.  He  was  chosen  secretary  of 
the  company  in  1881,  and  in  1885  he  was  elected 
treasurer,  a  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Bronson  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Waterbury  Watch  Company  in  1880.  and 
from  that  time  on  served  as  one  of  its  directors  and 
secretary.  In  1888  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the 
company  to  succeed  Charles  Dickinson.  Early  in 
the  'fifties,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Isaac  R. 
Bronson,  he  established  a  book  stqre  and  general 
stationery  business,  including  a  bindery,  in  Water- 
bury. Edward  L.  Bronson  was  thoroughly  imbued 
with  that  public  spirit  which  very  many  men,  who 
devote  their  lives  to  business  pursuits,  sadly  lack. 
Everything  that  interested  his  native  city  interested 
him,  and  he  practiced  as  well  as  theorized  on  this 
point.  He  was  made  a  member  of  the  board  of 
Regents  of  the  Bronson  Library  in  1886.  He  had 
several  times  been  an  alderman ;  was  a  strong  ad- 
herent to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  that  party's  candidate  for  mayor  in  1887, 
but  was  nof  elected.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Middleburv.  In  1852  Mr.  Bronson  united  with 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  Waterbury, 
and  was  a  consistent  exponent  of  his  Christian  be- 
lief in  every  branch  of  his  life's  work.  He  was 
chosen  a  deacon  in  that  Church  in  1857,  and  also 
as  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school,  serving  in 
the  latter  position  until  1869.  He  was  also  clerk 
of  the  Church  for  some  years,  and  treasurer  of 
its  funds  from  1S73  until  his  death.     He  was  an 
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enthusiastic  worker  for  all  the  interests  of  the 
Church.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Watcrbury,  of  which  he  was  vice-president,  owes 
to  his  eti'orts  more  than  to  those  of  any  other  in- 
dividual its  existence  and  prosperity.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  young  men,  and  to  advise  with 
them  and  do  something  for  their  welfare  was  one 
of  his  great  pleasures.  Mr.  Eronson  died  July 
20,  1890. 

Tht  W'aterbury  American  of  July  21,  1890,  said 
editorially : 

In  the  death  of  Edward  L.  Eronion  W'aterbury  loses 
a  citizen  conspicuous  for  strict  integrity  and  for  scrupu- 
lous fidelity  to  every  trust.  This  can  be  truthfully  said  of 
^Ir.  Bronson,  equally  as  a  man  of  business,  as  a  man  in 
public  office,  as  a  worker  in  the  church  and  as  a  friend  and 
neighbor.  He  did  not  measure  conduct  by  dift'erent  stand- 
ards according  to  the  nature  of  his  employment.  To  all 
life's  various  affairs  he  brought  the  same  conscientious  pur- 
pose to  do  his  duty  upright  as  he  saw  it.  In  Mr.  Bron- 
son is  well  illustrated  the  value  of  what  we  call  character. 
Its  influence  on  the  many  with  whom  he  was  brought  in 
contact  will  long  be  felt,  an  inlluence  none  the  less  lasting 
because  it  will  gradually  grow  silently  impersonal  as  the 
years  go  by. 

On  Oct.  22,  1851,  Mr.  Bronson  was  married  to 
Miss  Cornelia  Townsend,  daughter  of  Charles 
Townsend,  of  Middlebury,  who  with  a  daughter, 
Julia  M.,  and  an  adopted  son,  Charles  P.,  survived 
husband  and  father.     One  son  died  in  infancy. 

ABRAHAM  BEXXETT  HOTCHKISS  was 
bom  in  Prospect,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1810, 
son  of  Joel  and  Esther  (Beecher)  Hotchkiss  (the 
latter  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Beecher,  of  Che- 
shire), and  one  of  the  155  great-grandchildren  of 
Capt.  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  a  soldier  of  the  French 
and  Indian  and  Revolutionary  wars.  \\  hen  Ben- 
nett was  about  twelve  years  of  age  his  family  mi- 
grated to  northern  Pennsylvania,  settling  on  a  large 
tract  of  farm  lands  and  primeval  forests,  in  Har- 
ford, Susquehanna  county.  On  this  wide  field  J9el 
Hotchkiss,  by  his  advanced  intelligence  and  skill 
in  scientific  and  horticultural  farming,  developed, 
with  the  co-operation  of  his  sons,  an  almost  ideal 
estate. 

With  his  father  and  brothers  Bennett  Hotchkiss 
spent  the  summers  at  work  on  the  farm,  and  in 
winters  pursued  his  education  in  the  village  acad- 
emy. His  intellectual  tastes  and  bias  were  very 
strong,  and  he  had  intended  to  fit  himself  for  a 
profession.  But,  while  he  had  developed  a  stature 
and  physique  of  remarkable  proportions  and  vigor, 
he  had  also  an  inherited  bronchial  infirmity,  which 
ultimately  determined  his  pursuits.  For  several 
years  he  maintained  an  outdoor  life,  pursuing  his 
mechanical  tastes,  and  it  is  probable  that  northern 
Pennsylvania  is  still  using  the  turbine  and  other 
waterwheels  his  skill  and  ingenuity  put  in  operation 
along  its  waterways.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  married,  in 
1834,  Lucy  Ann  Daggett  Fuller,  whose  family  had 
migrated  from  Attlcboro.  Mass.,  into  the  town  of 
Harford   several   years   previously.      A    few   years 


later,  in  1838  or  1839,  he  came  back  to  Connecticut, 
with  his  young  family,  and  in  New  Haven  estab- 
lished the  business  of  pattern  making,  and  was 
thereafter  an  influence  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the 
mechanical  and  scientific  interests  of  Xew  Haven. 
For  fifty  years  he  lived  and  labored  in  sincerest 
brotherhood  w'ith  the  industrial  Classes  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, ambitious  for  their  interests,  especially  in  the 
establishment  of  the  course  of  lectures  for  Me- 
chanics, in  the  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University. 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  had  inherited  his  mechanical  tastes 
from  his  Beecher  ancestry.  His  brain  was  teem- 
ing with  inventions,  several  of  which  he  patented 
in  this  and  foreign  countries,  notably  his  air-sprinp 
hammer,  now  in  universal  use,  and  under  the  high- 
est testimonials,  originally  patented  in  1859,  ^"^ 
renewed  in  1863 ;  also  his  rock  drill  and  match 
patent.  He  continued  abreast  of  the  remarkable 
scientific  advancement  of  the  period,  and  predicted 
with  singular  accuracy  many  of  the  great  electrical 
discoveries.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  believed  implicitly  in 
the  ultimate  navigation  of  the  air,  and  was  much 
occupied  w-ith  the  problem  of  the  storage  of  solar 
heat  for  utilitarian  purposes.  He  was  interested 
in  real  estate,  and  at  one  time  built  hundreds  of 
houses  in  different  localities,  contributing  to  their 
development.  His  was  a  character  of  singular  sim- 
plicity, probity  and  dignity.  He  died  in  1883, 
aged  seventy-three  years. 

{         DEXXIS  TUTTLE,  son  of  Capt.  Leverett  and 
1  Electa   (Kimberly)    Tuttle,  of  Hamden,   Xew  Ha- 
j  ven   Co.,  Conn.,  and  grandson  of  Ezra  Kimberly, 
!  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in   Hamden   in 
1826.    He  prepared  for  college  in  the  military  acad- 
I  emy  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated  from 
j  Yale  Law  School  in  1850.     For  several  years  Mr. 
I  Tuttle  practiced  his  profession  in  Xew  Haven.    He 
1  was  married  in  1855  ^'^  Anna  U.  Hotchkiss,  daugh- 
!  ter  of   Bennett   Hotchkiss,   and    removed   to    Iowa 
i  City.  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  entry  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  connection  with  his  law  practice.   Three 
I  years  later  he  went  to  Hudson,  Wis.,  and  remained, 
as  prosecuting  attorney  for  St.  Croix  county,  until 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war. 
j         In  December,   1861,  ^Ir.  Tuttle  enlisted  in  the 
j  20th  Ind.  \".  I.,  and  was  present  in  the  memorable 
j  engagement   between    the   Rebels    and   the    L'nion 
I  forces  during  the  ""Monitor"  and  "Merrimac"  fight. 
i   He  was  commissioned   by   Gov.   Morton,   of   Intli- 
I  ana,  first  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  of  the  20th 
:   Ind.  V.  I.,  and  served  with  them  four  years  in  the 
Army  of  the   Potomac,  re-enlisting  with  them  for 
!   veteran  service  in   1864,  at  Indianapolis.     He  was 
i   discharged    with    them    from    service    in    1865,    at 
;   Louisville,    Ky.,   having   ser\-ed   as   acting  brigade 
j  quartermaster  of   the   Provisional   Division  of   the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.     Mr.  Tuttle  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  soon  after  engaged   in  cranberry 
:  culture  in  Madison,  Xew  Haven  county.     For  sev- 
eral vears  he  served  the  town  as  chaimian  of  its 
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board  of  education,  and  town  clerk  for  a  term  or 
two. 

Since  1879  Mr.  Tuttle  has  resided  in  Xcw  Ha- 
ven, still  engaged  in  active  business.  He  regis- 
tered during  the  late  Bicentennial  of  Vale  Univer- 
sity as  among  its  oldest  graduates.  Mr.  Tuttle  is 
a  member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

JOHN  BIRXEY  TUTTLE,  son  of  Dennis  and 
Anna  U.  ( Hotchkiss )  Tuttle,  and  grandson  of 
Abraham  Bennett  and  Lucy  Ann  Daggett  (  Fuller) 
Hotchkiss,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  May 
19,  1864,  during  the  memorable  "Wilderness  Cam- 
paign" uf  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  which 
his  father  was  serving  as  an  officer  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  His  family  is  of  the  oldest 
New  England  stock,  prominent  during  earlier  and 
later  wars  of  the  country  and  in  its  civil  affairs. 
Two  of  his  great-grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  war — Ezra  Kimberly,  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Joab  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts.  In  the  ma- 
ternal line  he  is  a  descendant  of  Capt.  Gideon 
Hotchkiss,  Revolutionary  officer  and  patriot ;  also 
from  the  Daggetts,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  of  whom 
Naipthah,  one  of  the  early  presid'snts  of  Yale,  • 
was  a  distinguished  son. 

Mr.  Tuttle  was  graduated  from  the  Hillhouse 
high  school,  in  Xew  Haven,  in  1S84,  and  from  the 
Yale  Law  School  in  1891.  He  spent  tive  years  on 
the  editorial  staft  of  the  Xew  Haven  Register,  re- 
signing when  elected  assistant  city  clerk  of  Xew 
Haven  in  iSSq;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June, 
1891 ;  was  assistant  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  Xew  Haven  county  in  iSgo,  in  which 
year  he  was  also  special  agent  for  the  United  States 
census.  He  wrote  the  history  of  Xew  Haven,  pub- 
lished in  the  City  Year  Book  in  1888.  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  of  Xew 
Haven,  published  in  1889.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  for  sev- 
eral years  an  active  member  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Grays,  serving  as  secretary  of  same.  Since  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  has  addressed  himself  ex- 
clusively to  his  profession. 

GEX.  GEORGE  MORRIS  HARMOX.  one  of 
New  Haven's  prominent  citizens,  is  a  gentleman  well 
known  throughout  Connecticut  and  Xew  England. 
Ihe  name  Harmon  has  for  years  been  well  known 
in  business  circles  in  X'ew  Haven,  where  our  subiect 
and  his  sons  are  prominently  identified  with  business 
interests.  With  his  business  connections  elsewhere. 
Gen.  Harmon  is  proprietor  of  the  men's  furnishings 
store  at  Xo.  880  Chapel  street,  Xew  Haven  (con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Harmon  Bros.),  and 
associated  with  him  therein  is  his  son  Frank. 

Gen.  Harmon,  whose  long  business  career  has 
been  largely  passed  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  has 
been  a  useful  citizen,  and  attained  an  honorable 
position,  was  born  in  1837  in  the  town  of  Brookfield. 
Mass.,    son    of    Marvin    and    Lavina    H.    Jackson 


(Jcnks)  Harmon.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  Henry  Jenks,  who  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Williams.  Young  Harmon  was  reared  and 
schooled  in  his  native  town,  but  owing  to  the  death 
of  his  father,  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  was 
tlirown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  oljliged  to  care 
for  himself.  For  a  time  following  that  event  he  was 
occupied  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
and  then  taught  school  for  a  year  and  a  half  in 
Pennsylvania.  While  thus  engaged  his  mother  had 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  and  was  living  in 
Xew  Haven.  There  the  young  teaclier  visited'her, 
and  decided  to  make  Xew  Haven  his  home.  This 
was  in  his  twentieth  year,  and,  coming  to  Xew 
Haven,  he  at  once  secured  employment  in  a  shirt 
factory.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  was 
in  the  factory  of  Winchester  &  Davis.  When  Simi- 
ter  was  fired  upon,  and  President  Lincoln  called  for 
seventy-five  thousand  men,  Mr.  Harmon,  filled  with 
enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  at 
once  responded,  and  enlisted  May  21,,  1861.  in  Com- 
pany F,  4th  Conn.  Y.  I.  In  reorganization  this  regi- 
ment became  the  ist  Connecticut  Heavv  Artillerv, 
under  conmiand  of  Col.  Robert  O.  Tyler.'  The  regi- 
ment is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  to  have  be^n 
fiilly  prepared  for  service  to  respond  to  the  first  call. 
Young  Harmon  was  mustered  in  Mav  23,  1861,  as 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  F,  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  F,  Oct.  26,  '61,  and 
made  captain  of  Company  G,  of  the  same  regiment. 
May  3.  1862.  On  Dec."  i,  1863,  he  resigned  his 
commission,  after  a  year  and  a  half  of  active  service, 
in  which  he  participated,  among  manv  other  engage- 
ments, in  the  following  battles:  Yorktown.'^V^a., 
Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines  Mills,  Chickahominv' 
Golden  Hill,  and  Malvern  Hill.  On  returning  to 
Xew  Haven  Capt.  Harmon,  at  the  request  of  Gov. 
Buckingham,  assisted  Benjamin  .A..  Pardee  in  rais- 
ing a  colored  regiment.  Capt.  Harmon's  armv  ex- 
perience was  a  rare  one.  for  he  did  not  receive  an 
mjury,  nor  was  he  in  the  hospital,  but  while  in  the 
service  his  health  and  strength  improved,  and  he 
gained  in  weight  thirty  pounds. 

Capt.  Harmon  resumed  his  connection  with 
Winchester  &  Davis,  but  presently  became  engaged 
for  himself  in  the  manufacture  of  corsets.  In  1869, 
associated  with  Charles  A.  Baldwin,  he  came  into 
control  of  the  L.  H.  Foy  corset  business,  of  Worces- 
ter, Mass..  which  had  been  removed  to  Boston,  and 
from  there  to  Xew  Haven.  This  partnership  was 
terminated  in  1873  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, and  the  firm  became  Foy  &  Harmon.  From 
1880  to  1885  tlie  firm  was  Foy,  Harmon  &  Co.,  and 
for  some  time  afterward  it  was  Foy,  Harmon  & 
Chadwick.  A  few  years  later  this  fimi  was  giving 
employment  to  some  two  hundred  operatives."  tum^ 
ing  out  a  hundred  dozen  corsets  a  day.  The  factorv 
was  at  the  corner  of  George  and  Church  streets,  and 
goods  were  shipped  to  every  State  in  the  Union. 
Gen.  Harmon  proved  himself  a  man  of  remarkable 
business  abilit}-,  and  very  largely  through  his  fine 
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management  the  firm  met  with  unusual  success.  In 
1879,  in  company  with  S.  W.  Banning  and  C.  M. 
Chaclwick,  he  oj)enecl  a  notion  and  conmiission 
house  in  the  city  of  Xew  York.  In  1883  lie  organized 
a  company  for  the  preparation  of  corset  clotli  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  and  presently  this  house 
came  to  control  three-fifths  of  all  tlie  corset  mate- 
rial offered  throughout  the  country.  The  General  is 
still  actively  engaged  in  the  corset  material  business 
in  IJoston,  where  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  largest 
concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  However,  he  has 
always  retained  his  residence  in  Xew  Haven. 

Gen.  Harmon  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  relations,  and  his  genial  and  warm-hearted 
nature  has  won  him  a  host  of  friends.  From  July, 
1873,  to  Octolier,  1874,  he  served  as  police  commis- 
sioner, and  was  alderman  in  1879  and  1880.  For 
several  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  Committee,  and  his  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  tlie  position  was  a  brilliant  success.  Under 
liis  leadership  "the  party  never  lost  a  battle.  During 
the  administration  of  Gov.  Bigelow  Gen.  Harmon 
was  adjutant  general  of  the  State,  and  it  was  largely 
due  to  his  representations  that  the  General  Assem- 
blv  voted  §200,000  to  provide  suitable  armories  for 
the  National  Guard.  Gen.  Harmon  did  much  to  se- 
cure the  construction  of  the  breakwater  in  the  har- 
bor, offering  and  advocating  in  the  city  council  a 
resolution  for  a  committee  to  go  to  ^\'ashi^gton  to 
secure  a  breakwater  from  the  National  Government. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Xew  York  Commandery  of 
the  Loyal  Legion. 

Gen.  Harmon  was  married  Z^Iay  10,  1861,  to 
Mary  A.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1834, 
daughter  of  Darius  and  Theresa  (Dorman")  Bald- 
^vin.  To  this  union  have  come  children  as  follows: 
( I )  George  H.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  and 
five  months.  (2)  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Hellier,  of  Boston,  and  has  four  children,  Louise, 
Walter,  Edwin  and  John.  (3)  William  is  the  secre- 
tary, treasurer  and  main  stockholder  of  the  Pond 
Lilly  Laundry  Co.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Cargill,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Mar- 
garet and  William.  (4)  Frank,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  men's  furnishings  store  on 
Chapel  street,  is  one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of 
the  city,  and  the  store  ranks  among  the  up-to-date 
ones  in  Xew  Haven.  (5)  Etlwin  is  associated  with 
his  brother  William  in  the  Pond  Lilly  Co. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Harmon  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  Xew  England  families.  Richard  Baldwin,  a  na- 
tive of  Buckinghamshire,  England,  came  earlv  to 
Xew  England.  He  was  a  son  cf  Sylvester  and 
Sarah  (Byron)  Baklwin,  the  father  dying  in  1638, 
on  the  passage  across  the  ocean  in  the  ship  "Martin." 
Richard  Baldwin's  name  appears  on  the  records  at 
^niford.  Conn.,  in  i'')39.  He  is  recorded  as  a  man  of 
character  and  standing,  and  took  part  in  public  af- 
i^irs.  In  1643  lie  married  Elizabeth  Alsop,  and  he 
ilied  in   1665.     From  this  emigrant  ancestor  Mrs. 


Harmon  is  in  tlie  seventh  generation,  her  line  of  de- 
scent being  through  Barnabas,  Timothy,  Enoch, 
Alexis,  and  Darius, 

HOX.  EDWARD  XELSOX  SHELTOX, 
whose  death  occurred  at  his  iiome  in  Derby  Sept. 
16,  1894,  was  through  a  long  lifetime  one  of  tiie 
town's  most  prominent  business  men  and  sub- 
stantial and  useful  citizens. 

Born  Sept.  4,  1812,  at  the  did  Shelton  home- 
stead— the  home  for  generations  of  his  ancestors — 
in  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn., 
Mr.  Shelton.  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Charity 
(Lewis)  Shelton,  and  a  representative  of  sturdy 
Xew  England  stock  of  the  Colonial  period,  among 
whom  were  men  of  rare  quality  and  distinction. 

(I)  Daniel  Shelton,  the  paternal  emigrant  an- 
cestor of  the  family  and  the  founder  in  this  coun- 
try of  the  Connecticut  Sheltons,  was  a  merchant  in 
England.  He  came  to  Xew  England  in  i685,  prob- 
ablly  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and  located  in 
Stratford,  Conn.  In  1692  he  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Welles,  and  granddaughter  of 
Hon.  Thomas  Welles,  of  WethersfielJ,  Conn.,  one 
of  the  early  governors  of  the  Commonwealth.  Mr. 
Shelton  resided  in  the  village  of  Stratford  until 
about  1707,  when  he  settled  at  Long  Hill,  now  the 
town  of  Huntington,  in  Fairfield  county.  Here  he 
died  in  1728,  his  widow  surviving  until  1747,  when 
she  died  aged  seventy-seven  years.  Mr.  Shelton 
was  a  large  landholder  owning  land  in  Stratford. 
Stamford,  Farmington,  O.xford,  Woodbury  and 
Derby,  and  was  an  original,  though  non-resident, 
proprietor  of  Waterbury. 

From  this  settler,  Daniel  Shelton,  our  subject 
was  a  descendant  in  the  fifth  generation,  his  line  be- 
ing through  Joseph,  ^^■illiam  and  Joseph  Shel- 
ton   (2). 

(II)  Joseph  Shelton,  son  of  Daniel  the  settler, 
born  in  ifSgS,  married  in  1726,  Mary,  born  in  1704, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Hollister,  of  Glaston- 
burv.  Conn.  Mr.  Shelton  and  family  lived  at  Long 
Hili,  where  he  and  his  wife  died  in   1782. 

(III)  William  Shelton,  son  of  Joseph,  born  in 
1739.  married  in  1764,  Susan,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Strong,  of  Brook  Haven,  L.  I.,  and  a  descendant  of 
Elder  John  S^trong,  of  the  Dorchester  (Mass.) 
Colony:  of  Elder  Brewster  of  the  Mayflower:  and 
of  Roger  Ludlow,  Deputv  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts. 'Mr.  Shelton  lived  at  Long  Hill,  and  died 
in  1812. 

(IV)  Joseph  Shelton  (2).  son  of  William,  bom 
Aug.  27,  1765,  married  Xov.  24.  1791.  Charity, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Lewis,  of  Stratford,  Conn., 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  three  dnu;fh- 
ters  and  five  sons.  The  family  lived  at  the  home- 
stead. Long  Hill,  later  the  town  of  Huntington. 
His  death  occurred  Sept.  i,  184S,  when  aged  eighty- 
three  vears. 

Edward  Xelson  Shelton,  son  of  Joseph  and  the 
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subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  hail  jjoud  educational  advantages. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  the 
Derby  Academy,  and  the  then  celebrated  Scientific 
School  of  Capt.  J'artridc^e  at  Middletown,  the  last 
year  of  its  existence,  and  al50  attended  a  course  of 
lectures  during  one  winter  at  Yale  College.  In  the 
spring  of  1836,  Mr.  Shcltjn  associated  with  the 
late  Nathan  C.  San  ford,  both  then  men  of  some 
means,  became  identified  with  the  new  village  of 
Birmingham,  which  was  founded  two  years  prev- 
iou.'^ly.  They  began  the  manufacture  of  tacks, 
nails,  etc.,  and  built  a  factory  on  the  north  side 
of  Main  street.  The  business  prospered,  but  in 
June,  1841.  JNfr.  Sanford  died,  universally  lamented, 
and  the  business  was  continued  under  th.e  name  of 
E.  N.  Shelton  until  in  1854,  when  the  Sheltcn 
Company  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  $80,000, 
which  later  was  increased  to  $100,000.  The  plant 
at  Birmingham  beingf  too  small,  a  branch  factory 
was  operated  in  Shelton,  to,  which  place  the  entire 
business  was  tr-.n>fer-ed  \■^  later  years.  '\lr.  Shel- 
don continued  to  be  identified  with  the  business  of 
this_company  throughout  his  long  active  business 
life,  and  the  great  success  of  the  concern  was  due 
largely  to  his  careful  and  judicious  management. 
The  plant  now  consists  of  a  half  dozen  buildings, 
or  more,  in  which  are  manufactured  small  bolts. 
lacks  and  small  nails,  and  in  which  are  employed 
between  one  and  two  hundred  hands.  This  is  one  ' 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the  locality.  j 

During  the  more  than  fifty  years  of  an  active  : 
business  life  Mr.  Shelton  was  identified  with  vari-  \ 
ous    business    interests,    corporations    and     enter-  | 
prises  outside  of  the  Shelton  Manufacturing  Co.,  ! 
and  his  career  was  one  of  marked  success.     Prob- 
ably  nothing,    however,    with    which    he    was    con- 
nected showed  to  the  public  his  energy,  persever-  : 
ance  and  ability  as  the  project  of  building  a  dam 
across  the  Housatonic  river  at  Birmingham.     The 
river   is,   next   to   the    Connecticut   and    Alerrimac,   j 
the  most  powerful   river   in   Xew   England,   drain- 
ing about  2,000  square  miles  of  land,  in  which  are  ; 
many  mountain   lakes  and   springs,  having  a  con-  : 
stant  fiow.     It  is  estimated  that,  "in  consequence  of 
these  conditions,  the  average  tiow  at  Birmingham, 
at  lowest  water,  yields  2,500  horse  power  for  twelve 
hours  per  day.     The  curbing  of  such  a  vast  volume 
of  water  was  an  effort  of  no  small  magnitude.  The 
question  of  damming  the  river  was  agitated  in  1838, 
and  in  1839  the  Legislature  authorized  an  improve- 
ment of  the  power  at  Birmingham  and  Shelton,  but 
would  not  allow  a  dam'  to  be  built.     Hence  the  mat- 
ter was  allowed  to  rest  until  a  more  liberal  charter 
could  be  secured.     This  was  granted  in   1864,  and 
two  years  later  the  Ousatonic  \\'ater  Co.  was  organ- 
ized under  its  provisions.     Bv  this  company,  which 
embraced   among   its   members   the   leading  manu- 
facturers of  Birmingham,  the  dam  at  Shelton  was 
built,  though  not  until  some  had  become  disheart-  , 


ened,  because  so  many  obstacles  beset  the  under- 
taking. Others  persevered  and  were  richly  re- 
warded in  the  ownership  of  one  of  the  finest  water 
powers  in  the  State.  The  work  was  begun  in  1867 
and  completed  in  1870.  The  dam  is  a  solid  mass  of 
masonry  22  feet  hi.gh  and  has  an  entire  length  of 
800  feet,  637  feet  being  in  the  river  proper.  This 
project  was  a  long  cherished  one  with  Mr.  Shelton 
who  early  foresaw  the  great  result  that  would  fol- 
low. At  the  organization  of  the  Ousatonic  Water 
Co.,  in  1866,  Mr.  Shelton  was  chosen  its  president, 
a  position  he  held  until  his  death  in  1894.  The 
burden  of  the  building  of  the  dam  fell  upon  the 
president,  and  to  Mr,  Shclton's  efforts  the  accom- 
plishment cf  the  project  was  mainly  due.  The  la- 
bor in  connection  with  it  was  varied  and  arduous ; 
first  was  the  securing. of  the  land,  then  the  obtain- 
ing the  charter  from  the  Legislature;  next  came 
the  securing  of  the  capital  and  the  supervision, 
of  the  work  in  all  its  details.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  the  speech  of  Dr.  A.  Beardsley,  de- 
livered on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the 
completion  of  the  dam  in  1870  is  not  out  of  place 
in  this  connection : 

For  the  success  of  this  work,  thus  far,  we  are  under 
greater  and  more  lasting  obligations  to  the  pre-ident  of 
the  Company,  Mr,  Edward  \,  Shelton,  I  was  about  to 
say,  than  all  others  combined.  He  has  not  only  largely 
mvested  his  fortune  here,  but  for  more  than  three  years, 
day  and  night,  this  "  dam  of  dams  "  has  hung  like  an' incu- 
bus on  his  mind,  but  with  an  iron  will  and  devotedness  of 
purpose,  with  an  eye  single  to  success,  he  has  braved  every 
obstacle  in  his  way,  and  without  his  exertions  this  water 
power  might  have  remained  idle  for  ages  and  we  not  have 
been  here  to-day  rejoicing.  The  building  of  this  dam  will 
form  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  old  Derby  and  Hunting- 
ton, I  do  not  expect  to  live  to  see  the  results  expected, 
but  there  are  those  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  who 
may  yet  see  in  reality  what  I  see  in  imagination,  the  rising 
glory  of  the  city  which  is  to  line  these  shores  and  cover 
these  hillsides  as  the  "waters  cover  the  sea," 

Mr.  Shelton  lived  to  see  in  a  measure  the  pre^ 
dictions  of  Dr.  Beardsley  verified,  and  was  an  act- 
ive participant  in  all  that  followed.  Identifying, 
himself  with  the  village  of  Birmingham  in  its  in- 
fancy, he  saw  it  rise  to  a  city  of  ten  thousand  or 
more.  He  was  the  chief  founder  of  the  city  now- 
bearing  his  name,  and  which  he  aided  materia. !y 
in  developing  into  a  great  manufacturing  point  with 
its  more  than  a  score  of  industries,  and  having  a 
business  rated  at  upwards  of  S2.ooo,ooo,  and  em- 
ploying more  than  2,000  bands,  Mr.  Shelton's 
heart  and  interests  were  largely  in  Birmingliam  and 
Shelton,  and  to  their  growth  and  development  he 
gave  greatly  of  his  energies  and  means.  He  pos- 
sessed keen  business  foresight,  prudence  and  great 
public  spirit,  and  it  was  his  desire  th.at  wh^tev  'r 
was  best  for  the  benefit  of  the  many  should  be  ac- 
complished. He  was  generous  and  gave  liberally 
to  the  Church  and  its  benevolences,  and  to  worthy 
objects.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  the  church  of  his  ancestors.  A  man  of 
honor  and  strict  integrity  he  was  a  true  friend  and 
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a  wise  counsellor.  Mr.  Shelton  was  chosen  presi- 
dent at  its  organization  of  tlie  old  .Manufacturer's 
Dank  in  184S."  which  later  became  the  Birmingham 
National,  and  remained  its  executive  head  until 
his  <leatli'.  Although  elected  to  the  State  Senate  and 
serving  with  ability  in  that  body  in  1869,  he  had 
no  taste  nor  liking  for  politics  or  public  office. 

Mr.   Shelton   was  married  to   Mary  Jane,  born  ! 
Sept.   28,    1819,   daughter  of  Linson  and   Jane   De 
Forest,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  children  as 
follows:      (i)    Edward   De   Forest,   who   for  years 
has  been  identified  with  the  Shelton  Company,  and 
since  his  father's  death,  been  its  executive  head  and 
treasurer,   is   one   of   the   leading  business   men   of 
the  Naugatuck  \''alley,  and  is  here  claimed,  though  ] 
■  now  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.     (2)   Elizabeth 
Eugene,  born   July  31,    1841.   married   Thomas   L.  _ 
Cornell,  and  died  Oct.  13,  1881. 

THE  YALE  FA^rILY,  of  whom  the  late  Hor- 
ace Yale,  a  worthv  citizen  of  Meriden,  was  a  de- 
scendant, is  afi  old  family  of  Connecticut. 

(I)  Thomas  Yale,  son  of  David  and  Ann.  was 
born  about  1616,  in  England,  or  \\'ales.  David 
Yale  was  the  descendant  of  an  ancient  and  wealthy 
family  of  that  name  in  Wales.  Fie  married,  in  i()It,, 
Ann,  daughter  of  Bishop  Morton,  and  died  prob- 
ably before  mifldle  age,  leaving  three  children, 
David,  Ann  and  Thomas.  In  1618  the  mother  be- 
came the  wife  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  then  an  opu- 
lent merchant  in  London,  and  with  him  and  a  large 
company  of  other  emigrants,  including  her  three 
children  bv  David  Yale,  embarked  on  board  the 
"Hector"  for  America,  arriving  at  Boston,  Mass., 
June  26,  1637.  ^fif^  3t  New  Haven  (then  Quin- 
nipiac)  April  14,  1638.  Thomas  Yale  married,  in 
1645,  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Turner, 
of  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1630,  and  of  New  Haven  in 
1638.  Thomas  Yale  came  to  America  in  1637,  with 
Gov.  Eaton  and  others,  and  settled  in  New  Ha- 
ven as  a  merchant  in  1638,  with  an  estate  of  £300. 
Later  he  purchased  lands  in  that  part  of  New  Ha- 
ven afterward  North  Haven,  and  settled  on  them 
as  early  as  1660.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  men 
of  the  Colony,  a  signer  of  the  Plantation  Covenant 
of  New  Haven,  and  tilled  with  honor  many  offices 
of  trust.  He  died  March  27,  1683,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years.     Mrs.  Yale  died  Oct.   15,   1704. 

(II)  Capt.  Thomas  Yale  (2),  son  of  Thomas 
(also  called  "Captain"),  born  about  1647,  '"  ^'^^ 
Haven,  married  (first)  Dec.  11,  1667,  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  William  Gibbards,  of  New  Haven,  and 
siie  was  tb.e  mother  of  his  children.  About  two 
years  after  his  first  marriage  he,  with  others,  be- 
gan to  agitate  the  settlement  of  Wallingford,  to 
wiiich  place  he  removed  in  1670,  with  a  small  band 
of  other  adventurers,  under  the  guidance  and  di- 
rection of  the  New  Haven  committee.  By  the  rec- 
ords of  Wallingford  it  appears  that  he  was  one 
•^f  the  most  active  and  energetic  men  among  them. 
Hf  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Church,  and  in 


the  call  of  the  first  and  second  ministers.  He  was 
a  justice  of  tlie  peace,  captain  of  the  trainband,  etc. 
He  died  at  Wallingford  Jan.  26,  1736,  aged  eighty- 
nine  vears. 

(ill)  Nathaniel  Yale,  son  of  Capt.  Thomas 
(2),  born  Julv  12,  }CiSi.  married  Anna  Peck,  born 
in  1685,  daughter  of  John  Peck,  of  Wallingford. 
Fie  was  a  farmer  and  settled  in  that  part  of  the 
town  now  known  as  Meriden.  Fie  died  Dec.  11, 
171 1,  and  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Cole,  of  Wallingford,  and  died  in  1716. 

(IV)  Abel  Yale,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born  March 
9,  1707,  married  (first)  July  22,  1730,  Esther  Cook, 
and  (second)  June  3,  1742,  Sarah  Atkins,  of  Mid- 
dletown.  Mr.  Yale  purchased  a  homestead  on  East 
Main  street,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east  of 
Broad  street,  Meriden.  which  was  occupied  for  five 
generations  by  this  family.  When  the  people  of  the 
Meriden  parish  decided  to  settle  the  first  minister. 
Rev.  Theophilus  Hall,  they  offered  him  choice 
among  their  farms.  He  selected  that  of  Abel  Yale, 
in  what  is  now  Curtis  street,  the  present  Wlllard 
;  Hall  place,  and  Mr.  Yale  purchased  the  homestead 
above  referred  to.  in  East  Main  street.  By  oc- 
'  cupation  Abel  Yale  was  a  farmer.     He  died  April 

8,   1784,  and  :\Irs.  Yale  died  Dec.  20.  1800. 
i  (V).  Daniel  Yale,   son  of  Abel,  born  July_  24, 

I   1750,  occupied  the  paternal  estate,  which  remained 
i  in  the  possession  of  descendants  till  the  year  1867. 
j   He    married,    Feb.    i,    1781,    Phebe    Mariams.    of 
1   Meriden,  who  died   Nov.    17.   1835.     The  original 
house  where  all  his  children  were  born  was  a  short 
distance  east  of  the  present  one  now  owned  by  John 
Aubrey,  and   is  noticeable   because  of  its   unusual 
;  distance  from  the  street.     At  the  time  of  its  build- 
!  ing,  by  Daniel  Yale,   near  the  year    1800.  he  was 
'  told  tliat  he  should  place  his  house  with  reference 
I  to  the   change   in   the   road   that   was   likely   to  be 
i  made  when  the  Middletown  turnpike  should  be  laid 
j  out,  but  he  declared  that  no  turnpike  would  ever 
go  through  his  meadow,  and  placed  his  residence 
■  facing  the  old  road  which  formerh-  passed  a  short 
j  distance  south  of  the  house.     But  the  turnpike — 
harbinger  of  the  canal,  railroad,  electric  car  tracks 
and  bicvcle  path— was  inevitable,  and  thus  it  came 
to  pass' than  Daniel  Yale's  new  house  soon  stood 
with  its  back  door  facing  the  street.    In  1776  Daniel 
'  Yale,  then  twenty-six  years  of  age,  enlisted  in  Cap- 
I  tain  John  Couches'  Company  in  the  parish  of  Meri- 
den. '  This  companv  was  assigned  as  part  of  Brad- 
!  ley's    Battalion.    Wadsworth's    Brigade.      Bradley's 
Battalion  was  stationed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the    summer    and    early    fall    of    1776    at    Bergen 
,  Heights  and  Paulus  Hook   (now  Jersey  City").    In 
1  October  it  moved  up  the  river  to  the  vicinity   of 
,   Fort  Lee,  then  under  Gen.  Green's  command.     In 
'   November  most  of  the  regiment  were  sent  across 
to    assist    m    defending    Fort    Washington,    which 
on  the  fall  of  the  fort.'  November  16.  was  captiired 
with  the  entire  garrison.     After  his  discharge  from 
':  service,    when    on    the   journey   home,    which    was 
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made  on  foot,  Daniel  Vale  and  liis  coni])anion  were 
taken  with  smallpox  and  endured  great  suttcring 
before  reaching  a  place  of  shelter.  After  traveling 
till  their  feet  were  blistered,  an  aged  woman  took 
thcin  in  and  cared  for  them.  Daniel  Yale  was  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  decided  opinions.  He 
had  a  forcible  manner  of  expressing  his  views,  es- 
pecially on  the  subject  of  religion.  It  is  thought 
in  theology  his  ideas  were  those  of  a  Universalist. 
He  was  a  cooper  and  supported  his  family  of  eight 
children  by  carrying  on  this  trade  in  connection 
with  farming.  Daniel  Yale  died  March  28.  1834. 
Although  he  had  four  sons,  there  is  only  one  of 
the  fifth  generation  who  Iiears  the  name,  \\'aiker 
Asa  Yale,  son  of  Samuel  P.  Yale,  of  Xew  Haven. 

(VI)  Abel  Yale,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  June 
15,  1788,  and  was  blessed  with  an  unusually  happy, 
jovial  nature.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  r^Ieriden 
on  the  old  homestead.  On  Oct.  3,  1816,  he  married 
Polly  Austin,  who  died  Aug.  15,  1840,  aged  forty- 
eight  years.  On  Aug.  13.  1841,  he  married.  Lucy 
Booth.  Abel  Yale  died  Sept.  23,  1839.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Henry,  born  July  8,  1817.  was  married 
April  29,  1862,  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Wearing,  who 
was  born  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  Dec.  17,  1826;  he 
was  a  britannia  manufacturer  in  Xew  York,  died 
in  Meriden  Oct.  14,  1868,  and  his  remains  rest  in 
Greenwich.  Austin,  born  April  14,  1819,  died 
April  30,  1822.     Horace  is  mentioned  below. 

(\'II)  Horace  Yale  was  born  June  17,  1826, 
in  Meriden,  grew  up  on  the  paternal  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  local  schools.  Later 
he  learned  the  trade  of  stone-mason,  and  was  en- 
gaged several  years  as  foreman  in  that  line.  His 
next  emploxment  was  in  the  Meriden  Britannia 
factorv,  under  I.  C.  Lewis,  and  he  was  subsequent- 
ly with  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  where  he  con- 
tinued many  years.  He  died  Dec.  25,  1895,  at  his 
home  on  West  Main  street,  2^Ieriden,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  Mr.  Yale  en- 
joyed the  highest  reputation  as  a  man  of  indus- 
trious habits,  honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings  ; 
with  his  fellowmen,  and  a  Christian  in  all  the  re-  I 
lations  of  life.  A  loving  husband  and  father,  do- 
mestic in  his  habits,  and  devoted  to  his  family,  he 
was  deeply  mourned  in  his  immediate  home  circle, 
and  was  also  greatly  missed  in  various  fields  of 
usefulness.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  }^Iain  street  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  served  for  a  time  as  deacon.  He  was 
strictly  temperate,  belonged  to  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Good  Templars,  and  voted  the  Prohibition 
ticket. 

On  May  29,  1853,  Mr.  Yale  married  Miss  Caro- 
line M.  Andrews,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire.  Xew 
Haven  county,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Martha 
Maria  (Hotchkiss)  .Andrews,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  one  child,  Charlotte  Lilla,  born  March 
14,  1855.  She  received  her  early  education  in 
Meritlen  and  later  grailnated  from  the  State  Xor- 
mal  school  at  Xew  Britain,  subsequently  teaching 


two  years  in  Meriden  and  .Southington.  Having 
a  great  desire  to  study  art  she  gave  up  the  teach- 
er's profession,  studied  at  the  .\rt  Students  League 
in  Xew  York,  and  is  now  absorbed  in  her  work 
at  her  studio,  208  West  Main  street,  Meriden.  She 
united  with  the  Main  street  Baptist  Oiurch,  of 
which  Mrs.  Yale  is  a  member,  and  belongs  to  the 
society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  .American  Revo- 
lution, holding  membership  in  Ruth  Hart  Chapter. 
•Mrs.  Yale  is  a  woman  of  a  retiring  nature  and 
firm  Christian  character,  wielding  a  quiet  influ- 
ence for  good  over  all  who  know  her. 

ROBERT  TREAT  MERV.TX  has,  in  his  iden- 
tification of  nearlv  fifty  years  with  the  real-estate 
business  in  Xew  Haven,  placed  himself  among  that 
city's  very  oldest  business  men  in  point  of  service. 
Certainly  there  is  no  citizen  of  Xew  Haven  whose 
long  business  career  has  been  any  more  character- 
ized by  strictly  upright  and  honorable  methods. 

Mr.  Merwin  was  born  Jan.  26,  1838,  and  was 
named  after  Gov.  Treat.  He  comes  from  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Xew  Haven  county,  one  that  has 
been  identified  with  Milford  from  the  earliest  his- 
tory of  that  town.  The  JMerwin  family  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Milford,  and  our  subject  is 
descended  from  Thomas  Merwin,  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  from  Wales.  Amy  (Treat) 
Merwin,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Gov.  Robert  Treat,  of  Connect- 
icut. 

Ira  Merwin,  father  of  Robert  T.,  was  reared  in 
Milford,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  X'ew 
Haven  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  joiner,  which  was  his 
occupation  for  many  years.  In  1849  he  went  into 
the  real-estate  business  in  Xew  Haven,  and  followed 
the  same  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 
He  was  a  man  of  much  strength  of  character,  and 
at  one  time  served  as  alderman  in  Xew  Haven.  As 
president  of  the  Building  .Association  he  constructed 
many  houses,  several  of  the  best  in  the  city.  .A 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  he 
served  as  grand  master,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  State  militia.  Mr.  Merwin 
belonged  to  Fire  Department  Xo.  4.  He  was  a  ves- 
tryman in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  took  a  very 
active  part  in  its  aft'airs.  He  married  Elizabeth  C. 
Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Suffield.  and  of  their 
twelve  children,  Robert  T.  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. Mrs.  Merwin  is  remembered  as  a  woman  of 
grand  character,  alert  in  all  the  domestic  duties  of 
life,  kind  and  thoughtful  and  self-sacrificing  in  her 
devotion  to  her  numerous  family.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  the  faith 
of  that  communion  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

Robert  Treat  Merwin  spent  his  early  years  in 
X'ew  Haven,  and  obtained  his  education  at  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  entered  the  real-estate  business  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  in  the  office  of  his  father, 
with  whom  he  remained  as  long  as  that  gentleman 
continued    in    active  life.     Since  the  death  of  his 
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father  Mr.  Merwin  has  been  alone  in  his  office,  and 
has  lived  to  be  the  oldest  man  in  the  business  in 
New  Haven.  When  he  began  there  were  only  three 
real-estate  men  in  the  city,  and  now  there  are  over 
two  hundred.  Mr.  Merwin  has  done  much  buildins; 
for  others  and  considcralile  Tor  himself.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  handling  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty, not  only  for  others,  but  in  his  own  interest  as 
we'll.  He  has  been  called  upon  a  number  of  times 
to  testify  as  an  expert  in  real-estate  litigation,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  city,  his  opinion  on  real-estate  val- 
ues probably  carrying  as  much  weight  as  that  of  any 
man  in  Connecticut.  After  his  manv  years  of  busi- 
ness activity.  Mr.  .Nlerwin's  intellect  is  as  keen  and 
comprehensive  as  at  any  time  in  his  life.  He  has 
always  been  a  man  of  the  most  regular  habits, 
strictly  temperate,  never  a  drinker  or  user  of  to- 
bacco. In  his  dealings  with  many  thousand  tenants 
his  kindness  and  generosity  have  been  frequently 
evidenced,  for,  though  systematic  and  precise,  he 
has  a  genuine  sympathy  for  the  poor,  which  he  has 
many  times  shown  in  a  substantial  though  quiet 
way.  Always  courteous  and  gentlemanly,  he  i;  the 
type  of  a  citizen  which  reflects  credit  on  even  such 
an  honored  and  distinguished  family  as  the  one 
from  which  he  descends.  He  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  successful  business  men  of  his  citv.  Mr. 
Merwin  has  never  sought  or  held  public  office,  al- 
ways finding  his  time  taken  up  with  business,  after 
■which  his  interest  in  his  home  comes  first. 

Mr.  ^ferwin  was  married,  in  18^9.  to  Harriet  P. 
Northrop,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in  a  house 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  St.  Thomas' 
Church.  Her  father.  Rudolphus  E.  Northrop,  was 
a  carver,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Her  mother, 
Martha  J-  (Brown)  Northrop,  was  born  in  New 
Haven.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Northrop  had  three  children 
who  lived  to  adult  age,  and  all  are  living  at  the 
present  writing:  ^^Irs.  Wellman.  a  widow;  Harriet 
P. :  and  Edward  A.  B.,  who  is  in  Kansas.  Mrs. 
Northrop  died  in  her  seventieth  year.  The  Nor- 
throps  were  members  of  St.  Thomas  Church,  where 
they  had  pew  rent  free.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mer- 
win have  been  born  three' children  :  (i)  Alice  N. 
married  Albert  W.  'Mattoon,  a  cigar  manufacturer 
in  New  Haven,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children, 
^terwin,  Robert  T.  and  Lucien.  (2)  Edith  L.  is  at 
home  with  her  parents.     f3'(  One  child  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Merwin  is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  a  fair  de- 
cree of  interest  in  politics.  He  is  an  appraiser  of 
real  estate  for  the  New  Haven  Savings  Bank,  and  is 
^  director  of  Grace  Hospital.  He  and  all  his  familv 
■'re  members  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  of 
\'  hich  he  is  senior  warden. 

LYMAN  HARRISON  HALL,  deceased.  Dur- 
"^'>  a  long  and  useful  life.  Lvman  Harrison  Hall 
was  one  of  Meridcn's  most  hiehly  respected  citi- 
''■'i'^.  One  whose  memorv  is  still  cherished  by  those 
"■lo  were  permitted  to  come  close  to  his  personal 
l;io.     He   was  born   Dec.   28,    182.^.    in   Yalesville. 


Conn.,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  New  Haven  county. 

John  Hall,  the  founder  of  this  family,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  his  first  location  in  Amer- 
ica was  at  Boston,  Mass.,  removal  later  being  made 
to  New  Haven.  A  comprehensive  history  of  this 
family  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  vol- 
ume. 

Samuel  Hall,  son  of  John,  married  Hannah 
Walker,  in  1668,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Wallingford,  where  his  death  occurred  March 
5.  1725,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  his 
widow  surviving  until   Dec.  20,   1728. 

John  Hall,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Dec.  23. 
1670,  in  \\'allingford.  Conn.,  and  married  Mary 
Lyman,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1740.  He  died  April  29. 
1730. 

Caleb  Hall,  the  fourth  child  of  John  Hall,  was 
born  in  the.  town  of  \\'allingford  Sept.  14,  1G97, 
was  graduated  from  Yale,  and  he  became  a  prom- 
inent man  in  his  day.  His  whole  life  was  spent 
in  Wallingford,  where  he  died  July  27,  1749.  and 
his  remains  are  in  the  possession  of  this  old  town. 
He  married  Demaris  Atwater,  May  15,  1721,  her 
death  taking  place  on  July  29,  1762.  at  the  age  of 
sixtv-four  vears.  To  this  union  seven  children 
were  born. 

Caleb  Hall  (2").  one  of  the  three  sons  of  Caleb 
Hal(,  was  bom  Aug.  29,  1731,  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1752,  and  becan-.e  a  physician  of  prom- 
inence in  Wallingford,  where  he  died  Sept.  21. 
1783.  Caleb  Hall  was  married  to  Prudence 
Holt,  who  died  Nov.  30,  1807,  at  the  age 
of  sixtv-seven  years.  Their  children  were:  Caleb 
Johnson,  born  Sept.  22,  1763;  Augustus,  born  Aug. 
16,  1765:  Abigail,  born  Jan.  29,  1767,  married  first 
Samuel  Carrington,  and  second.  Nehemiah  Rice: 
Eunice,  born  Aug.  24,  1770;  Benjamin,  born  July 
26,  1772;  Horatio  Gates,  born  Jan.  17,  1778:  and 
George  and  Demaris.  twins,  born  Feb.  10,  1782. 

Horatio  Gates  Hall,  the  grandfather  of  Lyman 
Harrison  Hall,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1778,  and  mar- 
ried Polly  Byington,  a  daughter  of  Benjam.in 
Byington,  born  Aug.  25.  1777.  Their  children 
were  :  Augustus,  who  was  born  July  14.  1790.  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Doolittle:  Lyman,  who  was  born  May  7, 
1801  ;  Horace,  who  was  born  ^lay  25.  1804.  mar- 
ried a  ^liss  Bull:  Mary,  who  was  bom  March  ifi. 
1807,  married  Leverett  Allen;  Josiah  H.  and  Abi- 
gail. 

Lvman  Hall,  son  of  Horatio  Gates  Hall,  and 
the  father  of  Lvman  Harrison  Hall,  was  born  in 
Wallingford.  Conn.,  Mav  7,  1801.  His  trade  was 
that  of  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  in  Yales- 
ville, Conn.,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age  01 
forty-two  vears.  He  married  Snia  Button,  who 
also"  passed  out  of  life  at  a  comparatively  early 
age.  Thev  were  consistent  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Wallincrford.  and  their  burial 
Took  place  in  that  town.  Their  family  consisted 
of  seven  children :  Lyman  Harrison,  who  was  bom 
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Dec.  28,  1823;  Newbury  Button,  who  was  born  July 
6,  1826;  Laura  Amanda,  who  was  born  Aug'.  25, 
1828,  married  Charles  D.  Hall,  of  Bristol.  Conn.; 
George  Starr,  who  was  born  Aug.  22.  1832:  Sina 
Aseneth,  who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1834;  Adelaide 
Amanda,  who  was  born  Sept.  10.  1837;  and  ^lary 
A.,  who  was  born  June  8,  1843. 

The  early  life  of  Lyman  Harrison  Hall  was 
that  of  the  village  lad  of  his  age,  his  instruction 
at  school  being  under  the  Hon.  Dexter  R.  Wright, 
in  preparation  for  a  business  career.  He  had  his 
opportunity  in  the  }ileriden  Britannia  works,  and 
was  entering  upon  an  industrial  life,  when  the  stir- 
ring events  of  1861  changed  the  current  of  his 
thoughts,  and  with  loyal  heart  he  became  a  soldier 
in  the  defense  of  his  country.  Enlisting  in  Co.  F, 
15th  Conn.  Y.  L,  he  faithfullv  served  through  three 
long  and  eventful  years,  suttering  during  this  time 
imprisonment  in  Libby's  dungeons,  where  his  health 
was  seriously  impaired.  As  corporal  of  his  com- 
pany, he  performed  every  duty  set  before  him.  but 
was  glad  to  return  to  his  old  home  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 

Resuming  his  position  with  the  Britannia  com- 
pany, he  remained  attached  to  that  house  until,  after 
a  verv  short  illness,  he  was  called  from  earth  March 
I,  1888,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  cem- 
etery. Tn  political  sentiment.  Mr.  Hall  was  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  had  no  ambition  for  office.  Other 
things  interested  him  much  more,  one  of  these  be- 
ing his  church,  his  Sunday-school  and  his  religious 
duties.  The  Bible  was  to  him  indeed  "the  Book  of 
Books''  and  it  was  his  habit  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  trials  and  temptations  of  the  day  by  reading  its 
pages  in  the  early  morning,  also  closing  the  dav 
in  the  same  manner.  But  a  few  moments  before 
his  spirit  took  its  flight  this  wise  counselor  and 
comforter  was  in  his  hand.  Devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  he  acted 
as  usher  for  many  years  and  was  so  beloved  as 
a  Sunday-school  teacher  that  the  beautiful  and  ap- 
propriate memorial  window  which  adorns  St.  An- 
drew's was  placed  there  in  loving  memory  of  him, 
by  the  Sundav-school. 

In  fraternal  circles.  Mr.  Hall  was  valued  for 
the  active  interest  he  took  in  these  organizations 
and  for  his  personal  qualities,  as  comrade  and  man. 
With  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  ^L,  he 
was  long  connected,  while  he  was  Past  Grand  in 
Meriden  Center  Lodge.  Xo.  68,  L  O.  O.  F.  Reso- 
lutions of  contldence,  condolence  and  affection  were 
prepared  bv  both  fraternities,  that  of  the  former  be- 
ing as  follows : 

MERinEN'.  CoxN.,  ■NTarch  5,  1888. 
To  Meridian  LonnE.  Xo.  77.  .\.  F.  &  .-K.  M. : 

Your  coinniittce  that  was  aopointed  to  prepare  a 
suitable  tribute  in  memory  ot  our  late  Brother  and  P.  M., 
L.  H.  Hall,  offer  the  following  report: 

We  feel  that  we  but  express  the  feelings  of  every 
active  member  of  this  Lodge  when  we  say  that  his  death 
is  a  loss  to  us  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  He  united  with 
us  while  serving  in  the  honored  capacity  of  the  citizen 
soldier,   and    when    'The   war   drum   beat   no   longer"    he 


gave  to  our  fraternity  the  same  loyal  and  willing  service 
that  he  rendered  to  the  Nation. 

It  is  a  long  and  honorable  record,  whether  in  the 
humblest  position,  or  presiding  as  W.  M.  in  the  Kast,  no 
call  to  duty  was  unheeded,  no  service  neglected  that  he 
could  render  to  our  Great  Brotherliood.  His  genial. 
kindlj-  nature  won  our  "love,  his  integrity  our  unbounded 
confidence. 

In  his  death  our  city  and  town  have  lost  one  of  the 
best  citizens:  the  Church  with  which  he  was  so  long  con- 
nected, a  zealous  and  faithful  member.  To  us  he  was  that 
embodiment  of  the  Ideal  Man,  the  just  and  upright  Mason. 

To  her  who  was  tor  many  years  the  partner  of  his  joys 
and  sorrows,  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  while  we 
say,  "Look  beyond  the  clouds." 

We  place  upon  our  records  this  trilnite  to  his  memory 
and  add  his  name  to  the  long  roll  of  our  honored  dead; 
but  in  our  hearts  will  be  written,  in  indelible  lines,  the 
name  of  our  Friend  and  Brother.  Lyman  Harrison  Hall. 

Committee :  William  Wallace  Lee,  Mathew  Beatty, 
W.  H.  Wertwood. 

JoHX  P.   Weix,  IV.  M. 

George  A.  Davis,  Sec. 

The  memorial  adopted  liy  Meriden  Center 
Lodge,  X'o.  '6:8,  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Meriden  was  no 
less  expressive  and  beautiful : 

IN  MEMORI.XM. 
Again  the  grim  Monster  has  invaded  our  sacred  bor- 
ders, and  has  taken  from  among  us  one  of  our  oldest  and 
most  respected  members. 

We  looked  to  Past  Grand  Hall  as  a  wise  Counsellor, 
a  friend  to  the  distressed  and  needy,  a  true  and  tried  Odd' 
Fellow,  and  one  on  whom  we  could  rely. 
I  Brothers  of  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  we  mourn  his  de- 

parture, but  we  have  the  assurance  that  that  which  is  our 
I   loss  is  his  eternal  gain. 

!  Resolved,   That   we  extend   to   the   widow  of  our  de- 

i   parted  Brother,  our  sincere  svmpathy  in  the  hours  of  her 
!   affliction,  believing  that  he  is  not  dead,  but  gone  before. 
I  Resolved,   That   as   a   token   of   respect,    we   wear   the 

\   badge  of  mourning  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 
!  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the- 

j   records  of  the  Lodge,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  widow  of  our 

late  Brother. 
I  Adopted   bv  vote  of  Meriden   Center   Lodge.   Xo.  68,. 

I    1.  O.  O.  F..  .A.pril  20.  1.S88. 

H.  S.  Hitchcock,  See.  Attest: 

On  Dec.  22,  1847.  Lyman  Harrison  Hall  was 
married   to  Jane  E.    Bradley,  who   was  born   Feb. 

11.  1824,  in  Southington,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Willis  Bradley.  She  still  resides  in  Meriden.  in 
her  home  on  Crown   street,  with  her  sister,   Mrs. 

I  Frances  L.  Linsley. 

j         Brapi-Ey.     The  Bradley  familv.  of  which  !Mrs. 

!  Hall  and  Airs.  Linsley  are  descendants,  is  an  old 

;  one  in  X'ew  England,  the  first  citizen  of  that  name 
m  X'ew  Haven  county.  Conn.,  being  Isaac  Bradley, 
who  is  recorded  a  resident  of  Bran  ford,  in  1674. 
Later  he  moved  to  East  Haven,  where  he  died  Jan. 

12,  1713.  His  wife,  F:iizabcth,  died  Jan.  3,  1713, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

I  Samuel  Bradley,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in  1686, 

I  and  on  Jan.   17,    1715,  married   Sarah,  the  daugh- 

i  ter  of  Jacob  Robinson,  of  East  Haven. 

I  Daniel   Bradlcv.   son  of   Samuel,    was    married 

i  Xov.  28,  1757,  to'  Sirah  Judd,  a  daucrhtcr  of  Ben- 

I  jamin  and  Sarah  (.Hollister)  Judd,  of  Glastonburyv 
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her  death  occurring::  Xov.  19,  1764,  after  giving 
birth  to  her  sixth  child,  who,  011  this  account  was 
named  l>y  his  j)ious  fatlier,  Ichabod.  On  Feb.  12, 
1767,  Daniel  llradley  married  tor  his  second  wife 
Meiiitabel  Hemingway,  a  native  of  East  Haven. 
Until  177Q,  he  resided  in  East  Haven,  removing 
then  to  Southington,  where  lie  bought  a  large  fami, 
ui)on  which  he  coritinued  until  i7yS,  when  lie  re- 
moved to  Litchfield,  where  he  died. 

Ichabod  Bradley,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Xov. 
10,  1764,  and  on  Nov.  27,  1788,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Abigail  Moore,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Roswell  Moore.  Tlie  children  of  this 
union  were:  Polly,  who  married  Benjamin  An- 
drews ;  Willis,  who  married  Fanny  Stedman ; 
William,  who  married  Sarah  Gilbert ;  Roswell  who 
married  Julia  Xewell ;  Diadamia,  who  married 
Julius  Hart;  Hial,  who  married  Eliza  Gilbert; 
Charles,  who  married  Delia  Stedman ;  and  Amon, 
who  married  5}lvia  Barnes,  these  last  being  one 
of  the  oldest  married  couples  now  living  in  South- 
ington. Ichabod  F.radley  came  with  his  parents 
to  Southington  when  they  removed  thither,  became 
interested  here  in  farming  operations,  and  so  con- 
tinued through  life,  dying  Oct.  13,  1832,  his  wife 
having  died  on  the  13th  of  the  previous  April. 
Both  rest  in  the  cemetery  in  Southington. 

Willis  Bradley,  son  of  Ichabod,  was  born  in 
1 791  in  Southington,  on  the  homestead,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  becoming  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  and  a  man  of  respectability  and 
influence.  His  death  occurred  at  the  old  home, 
Feb.  15,  185 1,  when  he  was  aged  sixty  years.  His 
widow  survived  him,  in  a  wonderful  preservation 
of  physical  and  mental  health,  until  the  age  of 
ninety-two  vears,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, 'ilrs.  Hall,  and  both  jiarents  now  rest  in  Wal- 
nut Grove  cemetery,  in  Meriden.  Both  had  been 
worthv  members  of  society,  devoted  to  the  belief 
of  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches. 
Mr.  Bradley  was  married  in  1820  to  Fanny  Sted- 
man, a  native  of  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Stedman.  She  was  born  Jan. 
17,  1793.  The  two  children  of  this  marriage  were 
the  daughters  who  still  survive  them :  Jane  Eliza, 
born  Feb.  11,  1824,  married  Lyman  Harrison  Hall: 
and  Frances  Louisa,  born  May  21.  1834.  married 
Marcus  M.  Linsley.  Both  arc  active  communi- 
cants of  St.  Andrew's  Church. 

MooRE.  Through  their  grandmother.  Abigail 
Moore,  Mrs.  Hall  and  Mrs.  Linsley  are  connected 
with  another  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of 
Xew  England. 

Deacon  John  Moore,  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  came  from  England,  in  1630.  on 
the  "Mary  and  John,"  the  same  vessel  on  which  the 
Edwards  family  and  the  ancestors  of  Gen.  Grant 
also  emigrated  to  the  L'nited  States.  Deacon  John 
M(«re  first  landed  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  in 
com|.,iny  with  Rev.  Mr.  Warham  came  to  Wind- 
siir.  Conn.,  in  1635,  the  same  year  that  John  Hooker 
and  his  company  settled  in  Hartford.     The  Moores 


have  nearly  all  been  of  a  light  and  florid  complex- 
ion, and  rather  tall. 

John  Moore,  son  of  Deacon  Moore,  and  a 
farmer  by  occu[)ation,  was  born  in  Windsor,  Conn., 
and  married  Hannah  GolT.  John  Moore,  son  of 
John  and  Hannah,  was  born  also  in  Windsor,  and 
in  1693  married  Abigail  Strong,  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  distinguished  fam- 
ilies in  America.  Their  son,  known  in  the  records 
as  John  (4),  was  also  born  in  Windsor,  became  a 
farmer,  and  was  married  Dec.  2,  1724,  to  Miss- 
Abigail  Stoughton, 

Roswell  Moore,  son  of  John  (4),  was  also  a 
native  of  Windsor,  but  at  an  early  day  moved  to 
Southington,  where  he  married  Desire  Dunham, 
and  there  followed  an  agricultural  life.  Roswell 
Moore,  son  of  Roswell  and  Desire,  was  a  farmer 
and  manufacturer  in  Southington,  married  Lovina 
Philips  and  for  fourteen  consecutive  years  repre- 
sented Southington  in  the  State  Legislature.  His 
son.  Gen.  Grannis  Moore,  represented  the  town 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  This  Roswell  Moore 
was  the  grandfather  of  Xelson  Augustus  Moore, 
of  Kensington,  Conn.,  and  the  great-grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Hall  and  Mrs.  Linsley. 

M.^ucus  Muxsox  Linsley,  the  well-known 
traveling  salesman  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  X'orth 
Haven,  in  August,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Marcus 
and  Clarissa  (Fowler)  Linsley.  A  sketch  of  this 
prominent  family  and  its  branches,  will  be  found 
in  another  part  of  this  volume. 

Marcus  Munson  Linsley  attended  the  district 
schools  of  East  Haven,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
vears  he  gratified  his  ambition  to  become  a  sailor 
by  running  away  from  home  and  shipping  on  board 
of  a  whaling  vessel.  Three  years  of  this  life  satis- 
fied him,  and  then  he  came  to  Meriden.  Here  he 
learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner  trade  with  John 
D.  Billard,  with  whom  he  worked  for  a  number  of 
years,  through  Meriden,  Middletown,  Xew  Haven 
and  Xew  Britain,  being  associated  with  his  brother, 
Solomon  Fowler  Linsley.  Mr.  Linsley  climbed  the 
lightning  rod  to  the  belfry  of  the  church,  which 
is  the  present  Meriden  Opera  House,  and  rang 
the  bell  in  honor  of  the  nomination  of  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  President. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Linsley  was  no  quiet 
onlooker,  but  an  active  participant,  as  a  member 
Co.  A,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  being  transferred  in  1S64 
to  the  Xavy,  where  he  most  gallantly  held  the  of- 
fice and  performed  the  duties  of  Master's  Mate. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Linsley  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Frances  Louisa  Bradley,  and  one  daughter 
was  born  to  this  union.  Colie,  who  married  Samuel 
J.  Hussev,  a  well-known  decorative  artist  of  Hart- 
ford. The  two  children  of  the  latter  marriage 
were:  Clara,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  \ears: 
and  Earl  Frank,  who  is  his  father's  capable  book- 
keeper. For  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Linsley  has  ably 
represented  on  the  roail  one  of  the  old  business 
firms  of  Hartford.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  G.  A.  R..  and  the  Freemasons,  and  he  is 
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a  pleasant,  crenial  pi'ciitleman,  lii2;Iily  esteemed  in 
both  business  and  social  circles  in  his  home  com- 
miinity. 

HORACE  HUBBARD  STROXG,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  produce  house  of  Strong,  Barnes, 
Hart  &  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  for  many  years 
after  the  middle  of  the  century  one  of  Xew  Haven's 
■active  and  enterprising-  merchants  and  substantial 
citizens,  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
.prominent  families  of  Xew  England,  generations  of 
•which  were  born,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  town  of 
Durham,  Connecticut. 

Born  in  that  town  May  24,  1830,  our  subject 
was  a  son  of  Alvah  B.  and  Huldah  (Tooley) 
Strong,  and  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  John  Strong,  who  was  born  in  Taunton,  Eng- 
land, in  1605,  and  later  was  of  London  and  Ply- 
mouth. A  strong  Puritan  sympathizer,  he  sailed 
from  Plymouth  for  Xew  England  in  1^)30,  in  the 
ship  "Mary  and  John."  arriving  Mav  30th  of  that 
year  at  a  point  twelve  miles  south  of  Boston, 
known  as  X'antasket.  After  a  short  stay  there  he 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  Dorchester ;  thence 
in  1635  went  to  Hingham  ;  and  later  became  one  of 
the  founders  of  Dorchester ;  and  still  later  became 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Taunton,  from  which  town 
he  was  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1641,  1643 
and  1644.  From  Taunton  he  went  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  thence  to  Xorthampton,  Mass..  becoming 
one  of  the  most  active  founders  of  that  place,  where 
for  forty  years  he  was  a  leading  man  in  the  atifairs 
of  town  and  church.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Ford,  of  Dorchester,  who  died  in  1688. 
He  died  in  1679.  From  this  emigrant  ancestor  Hor- 
ace Hubbard  Strong's  line  of  descent  is  through 
Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  Lieut.  Eliakim.  Lieut.  Eli- 
akim  (2),  Eliakim  ("3),  and  Alvah  Buell  Strong. 

(H)  Thomas  Strong,  son  of  John  the  emigrant, 
born  in  163 — ,  married  (first)  in  1660  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Ephraim  Hewett,  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
and  later  with  his  family  moved  to  Xorthampton, 
where  he  died  in  1689. 

(HI)  Thomas  Strong  (2).  son  of  Thomas,  born 
in  1661,  married  in  1683  Mary,  daughter  of  John,  of 
Northampton.  Mr.  Strong  moved  to  Durham, 
Conn.,  in  about  1708,  and  died  there.  He  was  a 
farmer. 

(I\^)  Lieut.  Eliakim  Strong,  son  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  in  16S8.  married  in  1712  Mehitabel. 
daughter  of  John  King,  of  Xorthampton.  and  re- 
moved to  Durham.  Conn.,  between  1725  and  1730. 
By  occupation  ^Ir.  Strong  was  a  farmer.  He  died 
ill  I745--V6. 

(V)  Lieut.  Eliakim  Strong  (2),  son  of  Lieut. 
Eliakim,  born  in  1720.  married  in  1751  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Seward,  and  became  a 
large  farmer  of  Durham,  Conn.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1800  in  Durham,  X.  Y.,  whither  he  had 
gone  to  a  son  in  1793. 

(VI)  Eliakim  Strong  (3).  son  of  Lieut.  Eliakim 


(2),  born  in  1751,  married  (second)  in  1790  Ruth 
daughter  of  Elab  Camp.  Mr.  Strong  was  a  farmer 
in  Durham,  and  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.   He  died  in  1804.  and  lii.=;  wife  in  1814. 

(MI)  Alvah  Buell  Strong,  son  of  Eliakim  C3), 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  br)rn  Dec.  29,  1799, 
married  in  1828  Huldah  Tooley,  who  was  born  Feb. 
25,  1809.  daughter  of  Abram  Toolev.  of  Madison. 
Conn.  Mr.  Strong  was  a  farmer  of  Durham.  Conn., 
where  he  died  April  21.  1846.  He  and  his  wife  had 
children  as  follows:  Horace  H.,  our  subject,  who 
is  mentioned  at  greater  length  below:  Ezra  B..  born 
May  14.  1832;  Daniel,  born  June  24,  1834:  and 
Laura  M.,  born  June  23,  1843.  who  is  unmarried. 

Horace  Hubbard  Strong,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father  in 
the  town  of  Durham.    In  early  Ixjyhood  he  received 
the  advantages  of  the  neighborhood  schools  in  sea- 
son.  At  sixteen  he  became  a  farm  hand  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  until  eighteen  worked  for  small  wages, 
after  which,  for  three  vears.  until  nearly  of  aee.  he 
was  employed  in  Webb's  Comb  Factorv  in  Meriden. 
Following  this  he  went  to  the  citv  of  X'ew  Haven, 
and  for  a  period  was  employed  in  the  ^lonson  Pie 
Bakerv.     A  few  years  later,  in  1854.,  young  Strong 
established  a  meat  market  on  a  sm^Il  scale,  associat- 
ing with  him  in  the  enterprise  F.  H.  Hart,  the  style 
of  the  firm  being  Hart  &  Strong,  and  their  place  of 
business  was  the  corner  of  Olive  and  Grand  streets.. 
Two  vears  later  Mr.  Hart  withdrew  from  the  busi- 
I  ness  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  the  West.     He 
i  was  succeeded  in  the  firm  by  M.  G.  Hall,  the  name 
I  changing  to  Strong  &  Hall,  surceeding  A.  A.  Todd. 
I  In  i860  Mr.  Strong  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
I  in  the  business  and  until  1862  was  sole  proorietor. 
In  that  vear  Mr.  Hart,  havine  returned  from  the 
j  West,  again  became  interested  in  the  business,  the 
}  firm    becoming    Stroncr  &  Hart.     About  a  decade 
1  later,   in    Februarv,    1872,   the    produce    house   of 
j  Strong.  ^Barnes,  Hart  &  Co.  was  organized  from  the 
business,  the  gentlemen  comprisins"  the  firm  being 
I  H.   H.    Strong,   Herbert   Barnes.   F.   H.   Hart   and 
I  Orrin  Doolittle.     At  this  change  the  business  of  the 
concern    was   moved    to    Xos.   65-67   Long   Wharf, 
i  where  it  has  since  been  carried  on.  and  it  has  become 
one  of   the   large  and   extensively  known   produce 
I  houses  of  the  State,  as  well  as  oie  of  the  most  suc- 
j  cessfully  conducted.     Xot  a  little  that  has  entered 
'•  into  the  development  of  the  business  and  given  it 
:  character  and  confidence  was  tlue  to  the  energy  and 
ability  of  him  who  stood  at  its  head  so  long  and 
'  whose  name  is  so  continued. 

I  :Mr.  Strong  through  a  long  period  of  vears  was 
I  prominent  and  useful  in  town  and  city  affairs.  As 
a  busines  man  his  judgment  was  sound,  his  ability 
of  high  order  and  his  integrity  unquestioned.  Out- 
side of  his  regular  business  he  was  variously  inter- 
ested in  other  cnteqirises  and  active  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  interested  in  and  president  of  the  Strong 
Fire  Arms  Co..  and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Mallett  Cattle  Co.,  of  Texas.     He  held  various 
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positions  under  the  city  government,  always  prov- 
ing a  valuable  anil  sate  otticial.  He  gave  great  sat- 
isfaction as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  and 
the  Strong  School  was  so  named  in  his  honor.  In 
1877  Mr.  Strong  represented  the.  town  of  East 
Haven  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  captain  of  the'  Second  Company,  Gov- 
ernor's Horse  Guard,  and  in  the  early  'eighties  was 
commissioned  major.  He  was  a  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  and  prominent  in  Masonic  circles.  For 
many  vears  he  was  identified  with  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  of  i-":ur  Haven. 

On  Oct.   10,   1855,  ^Ir.  Strong  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Rebecca  Johnson,  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  and  the  union  was  blessed  witli  two  children, 
who  grew  to  adult  age,  Ella  Frances  and  Addie  H.    I 
The  former  is  the  wife  of  George  ^L  Baldwin,  of  j 
Fair  Haven,  and  has  two  children,   Sarah   Strong  j 
and  George  Horace.       The  latter  is  jingle.       Mr.  | 
Strong  passed  away  Jul\'  27,  1S93,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  Aug.  3,  1894. 

ABRAHAM    THOMPSON,  whose    widow  is 
now  residing  at  Xo.  719  Orange  street.  Xew  Ha- 
ven,   will    be    remembered    by    the    older    residents  j 
of  that  city  and  East  Haven    in  both  of  which  he  1 
was  well  known  in  his  day.  He  was  a  native  of  East 
Haven,  born  in  1815,  son  of  James  Thompson.         ] 
The    Thompson     family    in     Connecticut     was   i 
founded  by  three  brothers.  John,  Anthony  and  Will-  ! 
iam,  who  came  from  Lenham.  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
England,  where  the  old  mansion  house  still  stands,  ' 
and    were    signers    of    the    Colony    Constitution    in  ' 
1639.     John  Thompson   (2),  son  of  Jol-.n,  married  : 
Priscilla  Powell ;  both  were  natives  of  East  Haven. 
Their  son,  John  Thompson   (3),  was  bom  in  East 
Haven    in    1667,   and     married     Mercy     Mansfield, 
daughter  of  Major   Moses   Mansfield.     Their   son,  I 
John  Thonipson   (4"),  was  born  in  East  Haven  in   i 
1692,  and  his  son  Stephen  Thompson  was  born  in 
1723.     The  present  Thompson  residence,  and  also 
the  old   stone  church,   which   is   a  landmark,   were  \ 
partly  built  by  Stephen  Thompson,  in  1774. 

James  Thompson,  son  of  Stephen,  and  grand-  i 
father  of  Abraham,  whose  name  introduces  this  j 
sketch,  was  born  in  1788,  in  East  Haven,  and  fol-  j 
lowed  farming  in  that  town.  He  was  one  of  the  j 
prominent  men  of  his  time  and  place,  and  repre-  1 
sented  his  district  in  the  Legislature  eleven  terms.  | 
He  married  Lydia  Chidsey,  also  a  native  of  East  I 
Haven,  and  they  had  eleven  children,  ten  sons  and  ! 
one  daughter,  all  now  deceased :  Stephen,  Mary,  | 
Leonard,  Nathaniel  (for  many  years  president  of  j 
'he  Mechanics  Bank),  Henrv.  Elizur,  James,  Abra- 
Ji^m,  Abraham  (,2),  Edward  E.  and  Havnes.  Mr.  '. 
Thompson  died  March  7,  1851.  and  Mrs.  Thomp-  ; 
^01  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  \ 
attended  the  East  Haven  Congregational  Church.  I 
Abraham  ThonTpson  made  his  honue  in  East  J 
ilavfii  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  re-  j 


ceived  his  early  education  there  and  in  Eranford, 
finishing  his  literary  training  in  his  native  place. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  sea,  and  during  his 
life  as  a  mariner  visited  many  places  of  interest, 
sailing  to  California  and  South  America,  the  West 
Indies,  and  he  was  well  informed  in  all  that  per- 
tained to  his  calling.  Later  he  was  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  Sacramento,  Cal.,  a  number  of  years, 
and  still  later  was  in  the  carriage  making  business 
in  Xew  Haven  until  i860,  when  he  retired.  On  re- 
tiring he  settled  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five. 

On  Sept.  5,  1844,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss 
Lydia  Ives,  who  was  born  April  12,  1824,  in  Xew 
Haven,  where  the  greater  part  of  her  life  has  been 
spent.  Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  (i) 
James  E.  is  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Xew  York, 
and  resides  in  Roseville,  X.  J.  He  married  Julia 
Pennoyer,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  Louis 
(who  married  Ella  Lubers),  Arthur  (a  phvsician 
of  Orange,  X.  J.),  Charles,  Carrie  and' Albert.  (2) 
Frank  Ives  was  bom  Sept.  18,  185 1.  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, where  he  spent  his  boyhood  days,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  finishing  at  Russell's  MiHtarv 
Academy.  After  this,  in  1868,  he  was  emploved  b'v 
D.  S.  Glenney,  who  dealt  in  paints  and  glass,  re- 
maining with  him  as  clerk  for  sixteen  vears.  In 
February,  1884,  Mr.  Thompson  and  F.  H.  Belden 
engaged  in  the  same  line,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Thompson  &  Belden.  They  are  now  located  at 
Xos.  396-398-402-404  Sate  s'treet,  and  do  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  business,  selling  goods  all  over  Con- 
necticut, and  doing  the  larger'part  of  their  business 
outside  of  the  city.  Mr.  Thompson  is  Independent 
in  politics,  and  has  served  as  councilman  from  the 
Fifth  ward.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  X'o.  I,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Red  Men  and  the 
Sterling  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  On  Oct.  11.  1882.  he 
married  Mary  H.  Hubbell,  who  was  born  in  Bridge- 
port, daughter  of  Albert  Hubbell,  of  that  city,  a"nd 
they  have  two  children,  Frederick  and  Flarold. 
Mr.  Thompson  and  his  family  attend  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  a  member 
of  Mary  Clapp  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  (3)  Frederick 
A.  is  now  in  Arizona,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
clerk ;  he  married  Mary  Ainer,  of  Scranton,  Pa. 
(4)  Charles  P.  is  proprietor  of  the  "Thompson 
Shop."  He  married  Lucy  Lake  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Charles  P.,  Jr..  anil  Paul.  The  Thompsons 
are  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Elihu  Ives,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  where  his  father.  Dr.  Eli  Ives, 
practiced  medicine  throughout  his  active  life,  be- 
ing one  of  the  best-known  practitioners  of  his  day. 
He  attended  to  his  professional  duties  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  served  as  surgeon 
during  the  American  Revolution.  When  New  Ha- 
ven was  invaded  he  sent  two  of  his  children.  Elihu 
being  one  of  these,  to  his  father  in  North  Haven, 
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while  he  was  away  assisting  in  the  defense  of  the 
town.  They  had  a  silver  tankard,  which  was 
thrown  down  the  well  to  save  it  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  liritish,  and  which  they  afterward 
recovered  and  made  into  talkie  spoons,  etc.  Elihii 
Ives  was  reared  in  New  Haven,  and  commenced 
business  life  there  as  a  merchant,  but  he  was  after- 
ward engaged  in  dealing  in  Alerino  sheep,  in  Ohio, 
under  the  patronage  of  Dayid  Humjihreys,  and  in 
his  later  life  he  kept  the  light  at  Lighthouse  Point, 
being  thus  occupied  for  twenty  years.  He  was  a 
great  traveler,  especially  for  his  time,  had  crossed 
the  Rocky  ^Mountains  eighteen  times,  and  was 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  section.  He 
died  in  New  Haven  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Elihu 
Ives  married  Lucy  Whittemore,  a  native  of  Derby, 
and  they  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Lydia,  Mrs. 
Thompson,  is  the  only  survivor.  Mrs.  Lucy  Ives 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  I 

CATLIN.  The  family  of  this  name  at  ^leriden,  j 
of  which  tlie  late  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  a  dis-  I 
tinguished  physician  and  prominent  citizen  of  the  ] 
city,  was  the  head,  and  where  still  resides  his  son,  j 
William  H.  Catlin  ( secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  I 
Meriden  Savings  Bank),  and  family,  is  a  branch  | 
of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  i 
•of  Connecticut. 

Going  back  to  the  mother  country,  we  find  the  \ 
family  name   is   frequent   at   Newington.   Rochilan,  } 
■County  of  Kent,  England.     Thev  have  held  prop- 
■erty   in   that   county   since   the   Norman    Conquest,  i 
"R.  de  Catlin  was  one  of  the  followers  of  William 
the   Conqueror,   and    is    mentioned    in   'Domesdav 
Book'  as  possessing  two  Knight's  fees  of  land  at  the 
time  of  his  succession  in  the  County  of  Kent,  and  \ 
several  individuals  of  the  same  name  appear  in  Eng-  j 
land  as  honorably  employed  in  the  King's  service.  ! 
Sir  Robert  Catlin  was  knighted  for  honorable  ser-  I 
vice  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt  under  Edward,  the  I 
Black  Prince,  and  the  Catlin  coat  of  arms  is  that  i 
granted  to  him"   (Hinman's  "Puritan   Settlers,"  p.  ; 
•869).    The  Arms  are:     Per  chevron  Or  and  Azure,  j 
Three    lions    passant    guardant    in    pal.    counter  1 
charged  in  chief.  Argent.     Crest:  A  leopard's  head  ' 
couped  at  the  neck,  Argent,  ducally  collared  and 
lined.     Or,     reguardant.     Motto:     Semper     fides.   \ 
[English   Annals.]  j 

The  first  Catlin   who  appears   to  have  come  to  : 
this  country  was  a  boy.     Thomas   Catlin  came  to  ■ 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1632.     Later  he  left  his  master  1 
and  went  to  Saybrook,   Conn.,  returning  to  Hart- 
ford   about    1645-46.    where    he    settled.      He    ac-   t 
quired  a  good  deal  of  property,  and  took  great  pains 
with   the   education   of   his   only   son.   John.      It   is  ' 
stated  in  the  "Memorial  Historv  of  Hartford  Coun-  \ 
ty,"  edited  by  the  late  J.  Hamniond  Trumbull,  LL.  1 
D.,  that  Thomas  Catlin  was  born  about   1612,  was 
first   mentioned   in   the   Colonial   Records   in    1644; 
was  chimney  viewer  1647,  ^^48  and  1653;  surveyor  , 


of  highways  in  1655;  townsman  in  1659;  constable 
in  if)C2-74,  "an  office  at  that  time  one  of  the  most 
honorable  and  trustworthy  in  the  Colony;"  that  he 
married  (first)  Mary,  and  (second)  Mary,  widow 
of  Edward  Elmer,  and  died  in  1690.  [Elsewhere 
it  is  stated  that  Thomas  Catlin  was  living  in  1687, 
when  testified  in  court  that  he  was  eighty-seven 
years  old.  Savage  says  that  "he  died  in  1690,  aged 
about  seventy-eight."] 

The  late  Dr.  Benjamin  H.  Catlin.  of  Meriden, 
was  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Thomas  Catlin, 
the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  John,  Ben- 
jamin, Sergeant  Jacob  and  Benjamin   (2). 

(II)  John  Catlin,  son  of  Thomas  Catlin.  mar- 
ried in  1665,  ^Nlary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Z^Iarshall,   of  Windsor.   Connecticut. 

(III)  Benjamin  Catlin,  born  in  1680,  in  Hart- 
ford married  Margaret  Kellogg,  and  died  in  Har- 
winton,  Conn.,  in  1767. 

(IV)  Sergeant  Jacob  Catlin,  born  in  1723,  in 
Hartford,  married  Hannah  Phelps,  born  in  1731, 
in  Windsor,  Conn.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Harwin- 
ton,  and  died  in  1802.     She  died  in  1812. 

(V)  Benjamin  Catlin  (2),  son  of  Sergeant 
Jacob  Catlin  and  the  father  of  Dr.  Benjamin  H. 
Catlin,  was  born  Oct.  6,  1772,  in  Harwinton,  Conn., 
where  he  was  occupied  as  a  farmer.  He  married 
Nov.  27,  1797,  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Isaac  Catlin 
(2)  (he  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Thomas, 
through  John,  Samuel  and  Isaac).  Rhoda  Catlin 
was  bom  Nov.  8,  1774,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
died  in  Harwinton,  Sept.  3,  1863.  Benjamin  Cat- 
lin died  July  10,  1835.  He  was  for  twenty  years 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Anna,  Rhoda,  Lucy,  Benjamin  H., 
George,  Sheldon.  Clorinda,  Henry  and  Julius. 

Bexjamix  Hopkixs  Catlix,  M.  D.,  deceased, 
formerly  of  Meriden,  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Rhoda  (Catlin)  Catlin,  was  born  Aug.  10,  1801.  in 
the  town  of  Harwinton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  His 
advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited 
to  the  district  school  near  his  fathers  residence,  till 
his  sixteenth  year,  when  an  academy  was  built  in 
his  native  town,  in  which  he  had  the  opportunity 
of  pursuing  the  higher  branches  of  study  not  then 
taught  in  the  common  schools.  At  this  academy, 
and  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Luther  Hart,  of 
Plymouth,  he  pursued  his  preparatory  studies.  He 
studied  medicine  and  surgery  nearly  four  years  un- 
der the  instruction  of  ditferent  physicians,  and  at 
the  Medical  Institutions  of  Yale  College  from 
which  he  was  graduated  March  4.  1825.  On  July 
12,  of  that  year,  he  opened  an  office  at  Haddam, 
Conn.,  filling  a  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
Andrew  Warner.  The  first  week  he  had  patients 
to  attend,  and  in  two  or  three  luonths  was  in  full 
practice.  He  remained  at  Haddam  over  sixteen  years, 
his  practice  extending  into  all  the  adjoining  towns. 
On  March  31,  1842,  Dr.  Wyllis  Woodruft.  of  Meri- 
den, died,  and  the  same  evening  a  messenger  was 
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sent  to  Dr.  Catliti  by  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Meriden  requesting  liiin  to  conic  to  Meriden  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  Tlie  following  day,  April  i.  Dr.  Cat- 
lin  went  to  Meriden,  made  arrangements  for  his  re- 
moval, and  commenced  practice  there  on  April  5. 
He  was  elected  a  l'"ello\v  of  the  Connecticut  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  in  1840  received  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  M.  D.,  from  Yale  College.  In  1854  he  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society,  re-elected  in  1855,  appointed  president  in 
1856.  and  elected  in  1857. 

The  following  is  taken  from  an  obituary  of  Dr. 
Catlin  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  Meriden  papers 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  18,  1880: 

Dr.  Catlin  was  one  of  our  oldest  inhabitants  and  most 
prominent  physicians,  and  lie  has  taken  a  very  high  rank 
in  the  medical  profession  of  tlie  State  and  of  the  country. 
For  forty-eight  years  previous  to  his  death  he  had  prac- 
ticed in  Meriden,  and  enjoyed  the  fullest  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  whole  comnuinity.  In  his  private  life  he 
was  unassuming,  and  he  wore  the  honors  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  professional  associates  modestly,  and  no  act 
of  his  long  life  ever  caused  his  friends  to  blush  for  him. 
He  was  by  nature  upright  and  honest,  and  his  life  was  a 
consistent  following  of  the  principles  he  professed.  He 
had  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  from  1853  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  at- 
tended the  annual  meetings  as  delegate  from  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven County  Medical  Society,  and  from  the  State  Society. 
In  1S60  he  was  elected  an  honorar\'  member  of  the  Xew 
York  State  Medical  Society,  and  in  1869  a  corresponding 
member  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston.  He  had 
also  held  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Society,  and  was  one  of  the  most  active  members.  He 
was  president  of  the  annual  meeting  held  in  187 1  at  San 
Francisco,  and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Medical  Society,  composed  of  members  who  attended 
the  annual  meeting  at  San  Francisco.  He  was  a  very 
active  member  of  the  medical  profession  in  Connecticut, 
and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  eftorts  that  a  State  Board  of 
Health  was  appointed,  which  was  one-  of  the  wisest  pro- 
visions ever  passed  in  the  State.  Dr.  Catlin  was  also 
very  much  interested  in  the  influences  of  sanitary  condi- 
tions upon  health,  and  his  writings  upon  this  important 
matter  represented  the  most  advanced  position  of  medical 
science,  .'\part  from  the  olticcs  connected  with  the  med- 
ical profession  which  Dr.  Cathn  filled,  he  was  a  director 
of  the  Home  National  Bank  from  its  orsjanization,  and 
was  either  president  or  vice-president  of  the  Meriden 
Savings  Bank  from  its  organization.  He  held  tlie  latter 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  At  the  time  the  Congre- 
gational Church  removed  to  West  Meriden,  Dr.  Catlin  was 
elected  deacon  for  life,  and  for  many  years  he  was  senior 
deacon.  He  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  church  until 
the  1st  of  January  before  his  death,  when  his  son,  Will- 
iam H.  Catlin,  was  appointed  to  the  office. 

On  Sept.  9,  1835,  Dr.  Catlin  was  married  to 
Amelia  Deborah  Sjiencer.  born  Xov.  4.  181 1, 
daughter  of  William  and  Deborah  (  Selden )  Spen- 
cer. To  this  marriage  came:  (  i)  Benjamin  Spen- 
cer, born  Sept.  14,  1837,  died  Feb.  15,  1871  ;  he  was 
in  the  Civil  war  from  1862  to  1865.  serving  as  sur- 
geon of  the  2d  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  2i5t  X.  Y.  \'.  C. 
(2)  William  H.  is  mentioned  below.  The  mother 
died  Aug.  7,  1883. 

WiLLi.\M  Hopkins  C.xtli.v.  second  son  of  Ben- 
jamin H.  and  Amelia  Deborah  (Spencer)  Catlin, 
born  Aug.  24,   1842,   was  married   Sept.    13,   1871, 


in  Barton  county.  Mo.,  to  Helen  Mar  Bailey,  who 
died  June  23,  1880.  For  his  second  wife,  he  mar- 
ried, on  Oct,  10,  1883,  Jane  Winslow,  of  Xorth 
Brookfield,  Alass.,  daughter  of  David  Lilly  and 
Dolly  Powers  (Harwood)  Winslow.  She  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1854.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  John 
Winslow  {/)  [Capt.  Joshua  (6).  Thomas  (5),"Col. 
Thomas(4),  Kenelm(3),  Kenelm(2),  Kenelm(i)]. 
Kenelm  \\'inslow  (i)  was  brother  of  Gov.  Edward 
Winslow,  and  is  supposed  to  have  come  over  when 
the  "Mayflower"  made  her  second  voyage.  Mrs. 
Catlin's  great-grandfather,  Major  Peter  Harwood, 
was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  officer  of 
the  day  when  Andre  was  hung.  She  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Gov.  Prence  and  Elder  \\'illiam  Brew- 
ster, through  Edmund  Freeman  and  Major  John 
Freeman,  who  married  Mercy  Prence.  Her  great- 
great-grandfather,  Ebenezer  Harwood,  was  killed  at 
Louisbourg,  Cape  Breton,  June  17,  1745. 

William  Hopkins  Catlin  attended  the  district 
school  at  ^leriden  and  the  Hopkins  Grammar  school 
at  Hartford.  He  taught  school  at  Xortheast,  Erie 
Co.,  Pa.,  during  the  winter  of  1861-62.  Returning 
to  Meriden  in  the  spring  of  1862,  on  June  nth  of 
that  year  he  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Union 
army,  being  among  the  first  half  dozen  to  form  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  15th  Conn.  \'.  L  They  went  into 
camp  at  Oyster  Point,  Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  July  23d, 
were  mustered  into  the  army  Aug.  25th,  and  in  a 
few  days  left  for  Washington.  The  cannonading  of 
the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  sounded  in  their  ears 
as  they  crossed  Long  Bridge  to  their  camp  at  Ar- 
lington Heights.  Our  subject  was  with  his  regiment 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  in 
June,  1865,  drawing  pay  for  three  years  and  one  day. 
He  was  at  Erie,  Pa.,  from  1865  to  1867  as  book- 
keeper in  the  hardware  store  of  John  C.  Selden.  The 
winter  of  1867-68  he  spent  at  hoiue  and  in  the  spring 
of  1868  left  for  Barton  county.  Mo.,  and  bought  a 
ranch.  There  he  married  and  lived  until  1873,  when 
he  returned  to  Meriden  with  his  wife. 

In  1877  Mr.  Catlin  entered  the  Aleriden  Savings 
Bank  as  clerk,  and  in  1890  was  chosen  secretary  and 
treasurer,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 

In  1880  ^Ir.  Catlin  was  chosen  deacon  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  ^ileriden,  and  served 
fifteen  years.  For  two  years  he  was  president  of  the 
Young  Mens  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  that  city. 

Twenty-five  or  more  of  our  subject's  ancestors 
took  part  in  the  early  Indian  wars  and  were  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Court.  Five  served  as  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  one.  Col.  Samuel  Selden, 
being  captured  at  the  taking  of  Xew  York  City  in 
1776.  He  died  in  prison  soon  after  his  capture.  Mr. 
Catlin's  great-grandfather  enlisted  in  1777.  when  he 
was  fifteen,  and  received  a  pension  for  his  services. 
He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
founder  of  Hartford;  of  Rev.  John  Wilson,  who 
came  to  America  in  1630,  and  was  pastor  of  the 
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First  Church  of  Boston;  of  Rev.  Roger  Xewton, 
first  pastor  of  the  Farmington  Chiircli ;  of  Rev.  John 
Warham,  wlio  came  from  Plvmouth,  England,  in 
1630,  and  was  first  pastor  of  tlie  Church  at  Windsor, 
Connecticut;  and  of  Chad  Urown,  who,  in  1642,  was 
ordained  as  the  first  settled  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

HOX.  \VILLI.\^[  JL'DSOX  CL.VRK  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Southington,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
Aug.  19,  1825,  of  a  parentage  descended  from  three 
separate  lines  of  Clarks,  who  were  among  the 
"Founders"'  of  tlie  Connecticut  and  Xew  Haven 
Colonies,  1635-T639,  as  will  appear  later  on  in  this 
sketch.  He  was  the  third  child  of  Theodosius  and 
Chloe  Clark,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm. 

Air.  Clark's  primary  education  was  received  at 
the  district  school  of  his  native  town — the  tradi- 
tional "little  red  school  house,"  with  long,  heavy, 
slab  benches  for  seats ;  and  a  row  of  si.x  or  eight  pu- 
pils occupying  each  bench.  As  soon  as  old  enough, 
he  was  employed  on  his  father's  farm,  in  the  sum- 
mer, studying  only  in  the  winter  and  spring  terms, 
but  he  kept  up  with  his  classes,  few  of  those  w'ho 
enjoyed  the  full  year's  course  surpassing  him  in 
recitations.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  attend- 
ance at  the  Southington  Academy,  three  miles  from 
his  home,  walking  daily  six  miles ;  and  by  studying 
evenings,  easily  kept  up  with  the  students  who  had 
the  advantage  of  the  full  year's  tuition.  In  this  way 
he  was  nearly  prepared  for  college  when,  in  the 
spring  of  1845.  a  severe  attack  of  ophthalmia  cut 
short  his  educational  career,  changing,  no  doubt, 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 

The  autumn  of  1846,  however,  found  him  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  take  charge  of  the  high  school 
at  West  Avon,  Conn.  His  success  as  an  instructor 
did  not  prevent  him,  however,  from  seizing  an  op- 
portunity which  presented  itself  in  the  spring  of 
1847,  for  engaging  in  commercial  pursuits,  by  en- 
tering into  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Hezekiah  C.  Cummings.  The  new  firm — Cum- 
mings  &  Clark— leased  a  country  store  at  Hitch- 
cock's Basin,  located  on  the  Farmington  Canal,  in 
the  southern  p^rt  of  the  town  of  Southington,  where 
the  Waterbury  &  Meriden  turnpike  crosses  the 
canal.  At  that  time  all  the  heavy  freight  for  this 
and  the  other  Southington  stores  was  brought  by 
boats  from  Xew  Haven,  and  a  large  part  of  the 
Waterbury  freight  was  also  brought  to  the  "Ba- 
sin;" the 'firm  running  a  boat,  for  general  trans- 
portation, between  Xew  Haven  and  the  home  port. 
They  also  discharged  much  Waterbury  freight,  at 
Beach  Port  (now  West  Cheshire). 

The  enterprise  of  the  firm  led  them  to  branch  out 
from  the  ordinary  country  store  goods  and  add  a 
coal  and  lumber  yard,  the  first  in  the  town.  The 
following  year,  1848,  the  railroad  succeeded  the 
canal,  and  the  name  of  the  place  was  changed  to 
Hitchcock's  Station,  but  the  business  was  continued 
successfuUv  until  the  end  of  the  three  years'  lease, 


and  then,  as  it  could  not  be  renewed,  the  copartner- 
ship was  dissolved. 

The  California  gold  fever  broke  out  in  the  win- 
ter of  1848-41J,  and  young  .Mr.  Clark  thought  it  a 
favorable  ojjportunity  to  see  the  world  and  prove 
the  truth — or  the  untruth — of  the  marvelous  stories 
that  fioated  eastward  from  the  far-away  country  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  He  was  one  of  the  company  of 
fifty-six  members  who  bought  the  schooner  "G.  H. 
Montague,"  of  200  tons  capacity,  and  stocked  it,  at 
Xew  Haven,  in  January,  1849,  with  provisions  for 
the  long  voyage  around  Cape  Horn,  and  the  ma- 
terials deemed  best  by  an  old  and  experienced 
Xorth  Carolina  miner,  \\'.  S.  Porter,  to  carry  to  an 
almost  unknown  land.  On  the  23d  of  that  month 
the  vessel's  lines  were  cast  ot¥,  and  the  white  sails 
spread  for  the  twenty-thousand-mile  trip,  and  amid 
much  enthusiasm  the  "forty-niners"  started  oft',  like 
their  forefathers  of  1638,  to  found  a  new  common- 
wealth. Five  months  from  that  time  the  voyage — 
successful,  except  that  a  sailor  was  washed  away  in 
a  gale  oft'  Cape  Horn — was  ended ;  and  on  June  26th 
the  little  schooner,  with  all  sails  bellying  to  the 
breeze,  entered  the  gateway  to  the  beautiful  bay, 
proudly  ploughing  her  way  up  to  the  anchorage  in 
front  of  the  new  El  Dorado — the  canvas-built  city 
cf  San  Francisco.  Xo  ship  leaving  the  eastern 
States  that  year  had  beaten  her  into  port,  though 
she  had  battled  with  adverse  gales  and  rough  seas 
for  twenty-one  days  off  Cape  Horn.  She  had  led 
the  procession  to-  her  destination  without  loss  of 
a  spar,  or  a  damaged  sail,  and  the  old  mariners  at 
'Frisco  looked  upon  the  history  of  the  successful 
voyage  as  a  fairy  tale  vuitil  their  own  eyes  verified 
it  from  the  log-book  of  the  brave  little  ship. 

A  three  days'  tarry  at  San  Francisco  sufficed, 
and  the  "Montague''  was  headed  up  the  river  to 
Sacramento,  another  city  of  white  cotton,  nailed  to 
scantling  framework.  This  place  being  nearer  the 
seat  of  the  gold  discoveries,  the  rush  of  people 
they  had  w-itnessed  at  San  Francisco  was  intensi- 
fied, and  almost  immediately  the  excitement  of  the 
older  gold-seekers  was  communicated  to  the  newly 
arrived.  After  spending  the  4th  of  July  at  this 
place  they  ran  the  vessel  twenty  miles  farther  up 
the  Sacramento,  moored  it  to  the  bank,  and,  as  soon 
as  teams  could  be  bought,  macie  up  and  equipped  a 
party  for  mining  on  the  Yuba  river.  Mr.  Clark  was 
a  member  of  the  party  that  sallied  forth  upon  the 
pathless  prairie  in  search  of  the  golden  nuggets,  fol- 
lowing the  general  course  of  the  Feather  jiver  until 
they  approached  the  Yuba,  a  branch  or  feeder  of 
the  former,  and  in  three  days  found  themselves  at 
the  diggings.  Sufficient  space  on  the  river  bottom, 
above  "Corduay's  Bar,''  was  pre-empted  for  the 
company,  a  camp  established,  and  gold-digging  suc- 
cessfully begun.  An  ounce  of  gold  to  the  man  per 
day  was  not  unusual,  and  sometimes  two  or  three 
ounces  would  be  the  yield  from  a  lucky  pay  streak. 
The  confinement  and  diet  on  shipboard  and  the 
radical  change   occasioned   by   roughing  it   in   the- 
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mountains,  however,  broiici^ht  on  illness  that  baffled 
the  ship's  doctor,  and  thirteen  of  the  party  were 
buried  in  three  months,  while  many  more  became 
chronic  invalids.  It  was  thought  best  to  give  the 
invalids  a  chance  to  return  to  the  States  if  they 
wished  to  do  so.  As  Air.  Clark  had  been  ill  for 
three  months,  and  was  so  emaciated  that  he  weighed 
onlv  ninetv  pounds,  he  decided,  in  October,  to  start 
for  tlie  coast.  He  was  conveyed  the  fifty  miles  to 
the  schooner  on  a  mattress  laid  on  the  wagon  bot- 
tom, as  he  was  too  weak  to  sit  up;  the  two  days' 
trip  was  successful  beyond  expectation,  and  he 
reached  the  vessel  in  a  slightly  improved  condition. 
After  remaining  there  two  weeks  he  had  gained 
sufficient  strength  to  attempt  the  trip  down  the 
river,  and  the  twenty  miles  to  Sacramento,  as  pas- 
senger on  a  row  boat,  were  safely  accomplished.  Re- 
maining there  a  few  days  to  recuperate,  he  took  the 
steamer  "Senator"  (an  old  Hudson  river  side-wheel 
steamer  that  had  been  brought  around  through  the 
Straits  of  Magellan)  for  San  Francisco,  the  fare 
for  the  150  miles  being  twenty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  Clark  had  contemplated  returning  home, 
but  at  San  Francisco  he  met  a  physician  who  gave 
him  hopes  of  recovery,  and  as  business  opportunities 
were  at  hand  for  those  qualified  to  take  them  he 
decided  to  spend  the  winter  there  and  test  results. 
He  found  that  good  coffee  was  hard  to  obtain  in 
the  ground  condition,  all  that  had  been  thus  brought 
from  the  States  being  tasteless.  There  was  but  one 
primitive  hand-mill  working  in  California  and  that 
turned  out  low-grade  goods  by  using  damaged 
coffee-berries.  Finding  another  hand-mill  for  sale 
in  the  city,  and  three  young  men  anxious  to  do  the 
work,  but  with  no  means  to  start  the  business.  Mr. 
Clark  made  a  contract  with  them  for  the  winter, 
bought  .the  cottee-mill  outfit,  with  tents  adequate, 
hired  a  vacant  lot  in  Pacific  street  and  launched  into 
business.  His  factory  had  a  capacity  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  per  day,  finished  by  hand  power,  and 
as  he  bought  only  the  best  quality  of  raw  coffee 
and  turned  out  a  delicious  product,  he  easily  got 
two  or  three  cents  more  on  a  pound  than  the  only 
competitor  there,  and  his  trade  soon  grew  to  the 
capacity  of  his  mill.  No  steam  engine  suitable 
could  be  found,  so  he  worked  the  three  hand  power 
by  changes  of  one  hour  each  until  spring.  The 
coffee  venture  was  successful,  but  the  contract  made 
with  the  doctor  at  seventy-five  dollars  per  month, 
sick  or  well,  was  not  quite  so  good  in  results,  for, 
while  Mr.  Clark's  health  had  improved,  it  had  not 
reached  its  normal  condition,  and  in  March  it  was 
apparent  to  lx)th  parties  that  it  would  be  a  danger- 
ous experiment  for  him  to  spend  another  summer 
in  California.  Consequently  a  purchaser  for  the 
plant  was  found,  and,  with  regret  at  leaving  a 
I'rofitable  business  and  his  newly-made  friends.  Mr. 
Oark  took  steamer  for  Panama  and  Xew  York, 
reaching  home  in  .\pril.  1850,  having  been  fifteen 
months  absent.  During  the  homeward  voyage,  with 
the  many  stops  and  unusual  experiences,  there  were 
numerous  opportunities    for  a  wide-awake    young 


man  to  see,  as  in  a  panoramic  view,  a  great  deal 
of  men  and  things  in  tropical  and  semi-tropical 
countries. 

The  homeward  voyage  proved  so  beneficial  to 
Mr.  Clark's  health  that  within  a  month  after  his  re- 
turn he  felt  all  the  energy  of  his  manhood  restored, 
and  realizing  the  broadening  of  his  business  per- 
spective, due  to  his  observations  of  people  and 
countries  during  his  fifteen  months'  journeyings,  he 
began  to  look  about  for  some  business  in  which  he 
could  utilize  this  new  capital.  As  a  starter  he  un- 
dertook a  contract  with  a  local  manufacturer  of  car- 
riage-bolts, to  make  a  trip  "out  West"  (which 
then  meant  as  far  as  Buffalo,  the  western  limit  of 
wholesale  trade),  to  sell  their  goods.  Lest  Mr. 
Clark  should  make  improper  credits,  owing  to  his 
inexperience,  he  was  required  to  guarantee  his  sales, 
for  which  a  special  commission  was  agreed  upon. 
Early  in  June  he  started  off  on  the  new  enterprise, 
with  samples  of  goods  and  high  hopes  of  success. 
Three  weeks  were  spent  in  "drumming  trade,''  two 
weeks  more  in  visiting  western  relatives.  The 
orders  obtained  were  sent  in  to  be  filled,  and  when 
the  young  "drummer"  returned  the  settlement 
showed  that  the  guarantee  had  brought  him  over 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  profit  side. 
The  firm,  seeing  their  mistake,  were  willing  then 
to  accept  the  risk  and  save  the  S250,  but  Mr.  Clark 
had  no  idea  of  going  back  on  a  bargain,  and  in  due 
time  the  business  was  settled  without  the  loss  of  one 
dollar  by  bad  credits.  In  the  early  fall  another  trip 
of  three  weeks  was  made  over  the  same  route  with 
a  fair  but  not  so  large  a  result,  owing  to  the  short 
interval  between  the  trips.  This  seemed  to  be  the 
opening  for  him,  and  as  he  had  guaranteed  the 
sales  and  the  customers  were  his  own  by  agreement 
he  decided  to  "set  up  business  for  himself." 

On  the  Quinnipiac  river,  near  Mr.  Clark's  home. 
was  a  dilapidated  building  with  a  small  water-power 
known  as  Morse's  Alill.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
century  it  had  been  a  satinet  mill,  weaving  into 
cloth  the  yarn  which  was  the  product  of  the  farm- 
ers' sheep  and  the  housewives'  spinning-wheels. 
This  work  was  given  up  in  1834-35,  and  one  of  the 
primitive  "bolt-shops"  soon  thereafter  started  in  its 
place.  This  had  a  short  life  there,  and  then  for  a 
short  time  a  horse-nail  machine  was  operated  in  the 
old  mill.  This  was  followed  by  a  clock  manu- 
facturer, who  filled  the  old  shop  with  business  for 
two  or  three  years,  when  he.  too,  failed,  and  the 
premises  were  rented  to  a  party  making  cold  pressed 
nuts  for  the  boltmakers,  who  had  become  estab- 
lished with  improved  machinery  in  other  parts  of 
the  town.  It  required  much  courage  for  a  young 
man  just  starting  business  to  take  a  mill  with  so 
unluckv  a  historv.  but  Mr.  Clark's  brave  spirit  was 
equal  to  facing  the  "hoodoo,"  and  in  Xoveml>er, 
i  1850,  he  bought  the  premises,  subject  to  the  least 
that  expired  "that  year,  so  that  he  made  prepara- 
tions to  occupv,  with  a  small  amount  of  machinery, 
early  in  '51,  'tearing  away  the  old  building  and 
erecting  a  new  one  more  suitable  for  his  require- 
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ments.  He  got  a  favorable  start  in  the  first  year, 
making  the  cold  pressed  nuts  for  other  holtniakers, 
selling  bolts  for  tlicm  to  his  own  trade  in  exchange, 
and  was  able  to  add  two  more  power  presses  to  the 
one  with  which  he  began  the  work.  The  ill  for- 
tune which  had  followed  the  old  mill  for  so  many 
.  years  now  swooped  down  upon  him,  and  the  fac- 
tory was  burned  down  in  Alay,  insured  for  only 
about  half  its  value. 

The  indomitable  courage  of  the  man  came  again 
to  the  fore,  and  as  soon  as  the  ruins  were  cool 
enough  to  work  in  the  debris  was  cleared  away,  and 
the  machines  were  shipped  to  the  manufacturer, 
with  orders  to  repair  those  available,  and  replace 
the  others  with  new  ones,  and  have  them  ready 
in  one  month.  The  insurance  adjusters  gave  no 
trouble,  saying  that  it  was  a  clean  loss  for  a  much 
larger  amount  than  they  carried,  and  promising  a 
prompt  settlement.  Mr.  Clark  then  went  to  New 
Haven,  bought  the  timber  for  a  new  building  and 
hired  a  force  of  carpenters  there  to  frame- all  the 
timbers  in  the  lumber  yard,  and  while  that  was 
being  done  the  foundations  of  the  factory  were  re- 
built. \\"hen  the  timber  and  lumber  were  shipped 
to  Hitchcock's  station  a  force  of  carpenters  fol- 
lowed the  next  day,  and  the  carting,  raising  and 
covering  of  the  new  building  were  hustled  in  a 
manner  never  before  witnessed  in  that  vicinity.  At 
the  end  of  thirty  days  from  the  fire  Air.  Clark  was 
ready  to  receive  the  new  and  repaired  machinery, 
and  in  sixty  days  was  producing  newly  made  goods 
from  the  rebuilt  factory.  Though  Afr.  Clark  had 
nearly  or  quite  lost  his  original  slender  capital  by 
the  fire,  his  credit,  though  perhaps  slender  also,  had 
not  faded  under  the  ordeal,  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
new  factory  his  principal  creditor,  the  ironmaster, 
told  him  to  "take  all  the  time  he  wanted"  as  to 
invoices  soon  to  be  due  from  importations,  on  or- 
ders out  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  that  could  not  be 
cancelled.  The  business  prospered,  naturally,  under 
such  a  persistent  manager,  who  coupled  courage 
with  sound  judgment. 

Increased  facilities  and  more  operatives  were 
required  as  time  went  on,  and  the  business  in- 
creased, and  in  1854  l\Ir.  Clark  associated  with  him- 
self his  two  younger  brothers,  Henry  H.  and 
Charles  H.  Clark,  the  style  of  the  new  firm  being 
William  J.  Clark  &  Co.  The  early  business  of 
making  nuts  and  washers  by  heavy  machinery  and 
pressing  them  from  cold  iron  was  supplemented 
with  machinery  for  making  carriage,  tire  and  stove 
bolts,  machine  bolts,  coach  screws,  and  later  other 
articles  of  hardware.  A  steam  engine,  as  auxiliary 
power,  was  installed,  and  more  buildings  con- 
structed, as  more  productive  machinery  was  re- 
quired. Some  of  this  had  to  be  invented,  in  order 
to  improve  or  to  increase  the  output  of  the  works, 
and  in  this  connection  Mr.  Clark  made  and  patented 
several  inventions  in  the  line  of  bolt  machinery 
which  revolutionized  the  methoils  previously  em- 
ployed. 

About  this  time  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  a 


large  demand  arose  for  implements  beyond  the  ca- 
pacities of  the  armories,  so  Mr.  Clark  added  to  his 
works  machinery  for  making  gun  screws  of  the 
government  patterns,  and  of  its  gauge  and  stand- 
ard quality.  With  his  ready  ailaptability  and  by  the 
aid  of  skilled  help  he  soon  mastered  this  most'deli- 
cate  mechanical  task,  and  his  gun  screws  passed  in- 
spection at  the  Springfield  armory,  with  a  loss  of 
not  over  one  per  cent.,  while  other  competitors  lost 
from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  This  is  referred  to  chiefly 
to  show  that  his  aim  as  a  manufacturer  was  to  make 
his  goods  the  best  of  their  kind,  and  it  was  to  this 
that  he  owed  the  success  of  the  business. 

In  1871  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  retired 
from  the  active  part  of  the  work,  though  he  retained 
business  relations  with  his  brothers  until  1880,  when 
his  patents,  under  which  a  majority  of  the  carriage 
boltmakers  of  the  country  were  manufacturing  on 
a  royalty,  expired.  L'pon  his  retirement  William 
H.  Cummings,  a  nephew,  and  Robert  W.  Bemis,  a 
long-time  confidential  bookkeeper,  were  received 
into  the  firm,  which  took  the  name  of  Clark  Broth- 
ers &  Co.  About  this  time,  as  the  quondam  agri- 
cultural hamlet  had  much  increased  in  population. 
owing  to  the  growth  of  this  establishment,  and  the 
home  building  near  it  increased  also,  and  as  the 
nearest  post  offices  were  one  or  more  miles  distant, 
in  either  direction,  Mr.  Clark  prepared  a  petition 
asking  the  Post  blaster  General  to  establish  a  post 
office  at  Hitchcock's  Station,  to  be  called  Milldale. 
Some  objection  being  sent  to  the  Department  (pre- 
sumably by  an  office  that  desired  to  keep  the  mail- 
ing business  of  the  firm),  ]\Ir.  Clark  went  to  Wash- 
ington and  so  explained  the  situation  that  the  peti- 
tion was  granted,  and  the  office  of  Milldale,  which 
has  sustained  itself  handsomely  from  the  beginning, 
established. 

Mr.   Clark  was  not  at   that  time,   moreover,   a 
novice  in  Washington.     He  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  had  been  chainnan  of  the  South- 
ington  town  committee  for  ten  or  twelve  vears  ( be- 
ginning in  the  'fifties,  and  continuing  until  he  de- 
clined  re-election)    and   was   an   active   force   as   a 
Union  man  during  the  Civil  war,  aiding  his  State 
and    the    government    in    meeting   the    unfortunate 
conditions  of  the  time.     He  was  a  trusted  friend  of 
the  war  governor,  Buckingham,  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  convention  that  nominated  him  the 
I  first  time,  1858.  the  wisdom  of  that  act  being  proven 
I  by  Buckingham  being  kept  in  the  office  for  eight 
i  successive  terms  by  annual  re-elections  by  the  peo- 
!  pie,   his   service  covering  the   entire  period  of  the 
I  war.     Mr.   Clark   was   instrumental    in   organizing 
I  the  Union  League  in  his  town,  was  its  first  presi- 
I  dent,  and  was  annually  re-elected  during  the  war. 
j  He  also  took  the  first  steps  in  the  movement  which 
resulted  in  the  "Furlough  Act,"  1863.  whereby  in- 
valided soldiers  obtained  a  thirty-d?ys  furlough,  to 
visit  their  homes. 

Mr.  Clark's  youngest  brother  and  partner  in  the 
business  enlisted  in  the  20th  Connnecticut  Regi- 
ment in  1862.     He  served  until  186;,  having  risen 
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to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  then  returned  to  his 
lionie  and  resumed  his  place  in  the  business.  This 
seemed  an  opportune  time  for  the  senior  partner 
to  take- a  vacation,  so  he  planned  a  trip  to  Montana, 
where  he  had  a  friend  in  the  government  employ 
who  had  urged  him  to  come  out  and  examine  the 
gold  tliggings  there  and  the  gold  quartz  lodes  re- 
cently discovered  and  reported  to  be  rich.  Mr. 
Clark's  business  friends  in  Hartford,  hearing  thai 
he  was  planning  this  trip,  and  having  also  heard  of 
the  rich  gold  and  silver  quartz  lodes  of  ^lontana, 
prevailed  upon  him  to  head  a  company  which  would 
furnish  funds  and  machinery  to  be  used  in  working 
there,  he  to  decide  upon  location  and  superintend 
operations  for  one  year.  The  fund  was  made  up 
in  one  afternoon,  the  company  formed  and  me- 
chanical skill  supplied  to  assist  in  selecting  the  ma- 
chinery, which  with  the  necessary  supplies,  making 
a  fifty-ton  cargo,  was  shipped  to  St.  Louis  to  be 
sent  from  there  by  steamer  to  sail  ?vlay  i,.  1865,  to 
Fort  Benton,  on  the  Upper  ^Missouri  river.  The 
"spring  rise"  in  the  river,  caused  by  the  melting 
snow  in  the  Rocky  mountains,  was  not  as  great  as 
usual,  and  wdien  well  up  in  the  Indian  country  the 
boat  grounded  several  times  and  finally  at  Dophans 
Rapids  it  was  found  impossible  to  pull  over,  so  the 
steamer  was  backed  a  few  miles  in  order  to  find  a 
place  favorable  for  landing  passengers  and  cargo. 
This  was  found  130  miles  below  Fort  Benton,  and 
about  four  hundred  miles  from  the  place  where  the 
cargo  was  wanted.  In  the  Indian  country,  and  three 
hundred  miles  below  Helena,  Mont.,  Mr.  Clark  and 
the  other  passengers  had  to  leave  the  boat  and 
make  their  way  to  Helena  as  well  as  they  could, 
leaving  the  freight  to  be  brought  up  from  the  river 
by  o.x-teams.  It  was  November  before  it  arrived, 
but  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Clark  had  not  been  idle, 
having  managed  to  construct  a  mill.  Mines  were 
opened  and  work  pushed  for  a  winter  and  summer. 
Then,  in  common  with  all  others  in  that  section,  he 
found  that  beyond  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  the 
mines  were  practically  worthless,  and  so  the  project 
was  abandoned.  As  the  second  winter  came  on.  and 
he  found  his  labors  unsuccessful,  Mr.  Clark  fell  ill 
from  over  work  and  exposure,  and  in  the  early 
spring  of  1867  he  returned  home,  leaving  the  work 
in  the  mountains  to  be  managed  by  others.  The 
homeward  journey  included  one  thousand  miles  of 
stage  riding,  day  and  night,  and  with  his  disease — 
ulceration  of  the  intestines — from  w^hich  he  was 
scarcely  convalescent,  it  is  wonderful  that  he  sur- 
vived it.  At  North  Platte  he  met  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad,  building  westward  at  the  rate  of  three 
miles  a  dav,  and  the  rest  of  the  journey  was  easily 
performed! 

Returning  to  his  business  in  Southington,  Mr. 
Clark  at  once  set  to  work  to  improve  and  enlarge 
't-  He  enlarged  the  factory  buildings  and  con- 
structed one-fourth  of  a  mile  of  race-way  of  suf- 
ficient size  to  carrv  the  average  volume  of  the  Quin- 
inpiac  river  at  that  place,  thus  doubling  the  water 
power  of  the  company.    This  done,  he  attempted  to 


restrain  infringements  upon  his  patents  on  dies  and 
the  process  of  forging  carriage  Dolts  by  other  man- 
ufacturers. Three  years  of  expensive  litigation  fol- 
lowed, but  resulted  in  establishing  incontestably  his 
rights  to  the  inventions,  and  ten  or  twelve  infring- 
ing finns  were  compelled  to  pay  royalty  for  the  use 
thereof. 

In  1882  Mr.  Clark  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans as  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  and 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority  over  a  strong 
Democratic  candidate.  In  the  session  of  1883  the 
Senate  appointed  him  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  which  office  he  filled  with 
patriotic  and  intelligent  ability.  In  the  session  of 
1884  he  was  chairman  of  the  committees  on  Claims 
and  Temperance  and  Constitutional  Amendments, 
the  latter  reporting  favorably  the  bill  to  establish 
biennial  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  which 
was  adopted.  In  the  hearings  of  the  committee 
on  Claims  he  had  occasion  to  manifest  his  hatred 
of  shams.  Eminently  kind  to  just  claimants,  he  was 
untiring  in  opposing  the  fictitious  or  padded  claims 
that  lobbyists  would  seek  to  draw  from  the  public 
treasury,  and  was  esteemed,  or  disliked,  accord- 
ingly. His  most  notable  official  action  was,  prob- 
ably, his  taking  the  opposition  to  the  bill  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  1883  whereby  the  Aetna  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  "Stock  Department,"  sought  to  capn 
italize  a  large  sum  of  money  claimed  to  belong  to 
it,  but  thought  by  some  to  have  been  improperly 
drawn  from  the  "^lutual  Department"  in  the  manip- 
ulation of  policies.  The  bill  was  pushed  through, 
regardless  of  a  demand  for  investigation,  but  Mr. 
Clark  had  marked  it  as  deserving  one,  and  he  quietly 
employed  an  expert  at  his  own  expense  before  the 
next  yearly  session  and  discovered  the  source  of 
the  wonderful  wealth  of  the  Stock  Department.  In 
the  session  of  1884  he  addressed  the  Senate  on  the 
subject,  with  an  overt^ow  of  listeners  on  the  tfoor 
and  in  the  galleries,  and  with  documentary,proof  in 
abundance  begged  for  an  investigation,  but  the  in- 
fluence against  him  was  too  powerful  and  his  meas- 
ure was  rejected.  He  kept  the  matter  alive,  how- 
ever, and  had  a  bill  presented  to  the  Legislature  of 
1887  for  the  same  purpose.  It  was  by  this  time  so 
well  understood  that  seventy-five  representatives 
were  willing  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  as  in  favor 
of  an  investigation.  So  the  leaven  worked,  and  to 
head  it  off  an  amended  bill  was  reported,  empower- 
ing the  insurance  commissioner,  under  a  general 
law,  to  investigate  the  methods  of  any  insurance 
company,  etc.  That  passed,  and  then  it  required 
eight  or  nine  years  more  to  discover  an  insurance 
commissioner  with  the  stamina  requisite  to  call  this 
great  company,  with  forty  millions  of  dollars  of 
assets,  to  the  bar  of  the  court  for  the  mismanage- 
ment of  its  pohcies  and  funds.  Truly,  as  Mr.  Clark 
then  quoted,  ""Though  the  mills  of  God  grind  slow- 
Iv,  yet  thev  grind  exceeding  small."  In  i8iy3  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  in  the  courts  which  veri- 
fied all  of  the  misdoings  claimed  by  Mr.  Clark,  and 
the  specified  charges  may  be  seen  in  the  public  rec- 
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ords  of  the  insurance  department  of  that  year,  as 
published  in  part  2,  "Life  Insurance  Report,  1897." 
The  court  ordered  a  restoration  of  part  of  the  di- 
verted funds  and  enjoined  any  continuance  of  tlie 
irregular  transactions  complained  of. 

In  1852  Mr.  Clark  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Eureka  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  in  his  native 
town ;  was  chosen  its  first  vice  grand  on  May  16, 
of  that  year,  and  is  in  good  standing  in  the  order, 
having  repeatedly  been  through  the  chairs.  He  has 
■  also  been  a  delegate  several  times  to  the  grand 
lodge  of  the  State. 

Since  his  retirement  from  active  business  life  Mr. 
Clark  has  spent  most  of  his  time  at  his  beautiful 
country  seat,  at  Stony  Creek,  which  overlooks  Long 
Island  Sound  and  the  picturesque  Thimble  Islands. 
He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Stony  Creek  Con- 
gregational Church,  which  he  and  his  family  attend. 

On  Nov.  15,  1855,  Mr.  Clark  married  Sarah 
Jane  Bradley,  who,  through  her  grandmother,  Lydia 
Carey  Montague,  wife  of  Capt.  Anson  Matthews, 
traces  descent  from  Drogo  de  Montague,  who  came 
over  to  England  with  \Villiam  the  Conqueror,  and, 
as  we  learn  from  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  was  one 
of  the  Xorman  knights  who  bore  shields,  or  coats 
of  armor,  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  Oct.  14,  1066. 
A  picture  of  Mrs.  Clark,  taken  about  the  time 
of  her  marriage,  shows  her  to  have  been  a  strik- 
ingly beautiful  woman,  with  a  distinguished  car- 
riage. To  this  union  came  three  children:  Rosa- 
lind, born  Dec.  16,  1857;  Eugenie,  born  March  21, 
1859,  a  specially  bright,  attractive  child,  who  died 
March  26,  1861  ;  and  ^vlarian,  born  July  26,  i860, 
\vho  died  Oct.  7,  i860.  The  only  surviving  child, 
Rosalind,  married.  May  20,  1882,  the  late  Emerson 
Pratt.  Mrs.  Pratt  has  inherited  from  both  sides  of 
the  house  a  strong  f>ersonality,  and  is  not  altogetlier 
unknown  in  the  world  of  art  and  public  interests. 
Her  daughter,  Olive  L.  Pratt,  born  June  21,  1S83, 
has  inherited  the  genius  of  both  father  and  mother, 
and  shows  decided  musical  and  artistic  ability. 

DEACOX  THEODOSIUS  CLARK,  the  father 
of  William  J.  Clark,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Conn., 
Oct.  22,  1788,  and  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  ob- 
taining his  education  by  adding  private  study  to 
the  winter's  work  in  the  district  school.  On  reach- 
ing maturity  he  showed  a  remarkably  well  dis- 
ciplined mind,  and  was  ready  to  impart  to  others  the 
Knowledge  that  he  had  gained.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  teaching  a  district  school  in  his 
native  town,  and,  being  successful,  went  across  the 
town  line  in  1810  and  took  the  "Southington  Cor- 
ners" or  Fourth  District  school,  now  known  as 
Plantsville.  Later  he  taught  the  schools  in  Plain- 
ville  and  Farmington,  and  also  for  many  years  those 
in  the  southern  part  of  Southington. 

It  was  while  thus  employed  that  he  met  the 
youthful  Miss  Chloe  Clark,  of  Southington,  daugh- 
ter of  Seth  and  Chloe  (Bailey)  Clark.  A  younger 
sister  has  related  how,  after  Miss  Clark's  intro- 
duction to  the  young  school  teacher,  and  he  had  de- 


parted, she  shook  her  finger  at  her  sister,  e.Kclaim- 
ing,  as  her  dark  eyes  sparkled,  "Isn't  he  handsomer 
I'm  going  to  set  my  cap  for  him."  That  she  did  so 
with  success  the  sequel  proves,  and  on  Oct.  28,  1816, 
the  young  couple  were  joined  together  in  matri- 
mony. The  combination  of  the  two  Clark  lines  was 
felicitous,  and  the  children  of  the  union  were  en- 
dowed, beyond  the  average,  with  marked  intellectual 
and  business  ability  and  with  long  lives.  About  the 
time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Clark  purchased  a  farm 
in  the  southern  part  of  Soutiiington,  having  decided 
to  make_  his  home  there,  paying  for  it  in  part  from 
his  earnings  as  a  teacher.  His  reputation  for  trust- 
worthiness was  such  that  he  was  trusted  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  amount  without  bond  or  mortgage 
security,  although  having  the  title  to  the  estate  hi 
his  possession. 

On  Aug.  I,  1819,  Mr.  Clark  transferred  his 
membership  from  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Cheshire  to  that  in  Southington,  the  home  of  his 
adoption.  He  was  appointed  deacon  Feb.  16,  1834, 
and  honored  the  office.  Plis  pastor,  writing  of  him. 
says  :  "He  at  once  put  hhnsclf  forward  as  "a  worker 
in  the  vineyard.  Xo  man  in  his  part  of  the  town 
more  intelligently  or  acceptably  conducted  local  re- 
ligious meetings.  In  that  capacity  he  was  one  of 
the  chief  leaders  of  the  evening  school  house  serv- 
ices that  were  held  weekly  in  the  various  districts 
of  the  town,  until  he  was  incapacitated  bv  age  and 
disease.  Often  after  a  hard  day's  work  on  the 
farm  he  would  ride  three  or  four  miles  in  the 
evening  to  attend  those  services.  So  regular  was 
he  in  his  attendance  that  his  pastor,  when  too  much 
wearied,  or  otherwise  incapacitated  to  attend  him- 
self, relied  upon  Deacon  Clark,  whom  he  felt  sure 
would  be  there,  to  lead  the  people. 

"He  was  reluctant  to  accept  the  office  of  dea- 
con, and  only  took  it  as  a  matter  of  duty ;  having 
assumed  it,  however,  he  at  once  planted  himself  at 
his  pastor's  side  ready  with  words  of  cheer  and 
by  zealous  work  to  uphold  his  hands.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  advocate  the  establishment  of  the 
Sunday-school  in  his  church,  which  was  the  first 
one  in  the  town.  I-"or  many  years  he  was  super- 
intendent, and  while  holding  this  office,  as  ever 
after,  he  was  a  teacher." 

Any  want  or  woe  of  humanity  enlisted  his  at- 
tention and  help,  and  time  and  ai^ain  would  he  turn 
out  in  stormy  or  inclement  weather  to  render  as- 
sistance to  poor  families,  of  whose  needs  he  had 
heard.  One  of  Mr.  Clark's  lifelong  friends  (who 
was  also  a  cousin)  was  Andrew  Hull  Foote,  of 
Cheshire,  afterward  rear  admiral  of  the  United 
States  Xavy  and  a  froeiuent  visitor  at  the  Clark 
home,  when  on  shore  leave.  Suixoqucnt  to  organiz- 
ing the  Sunday-school  Mr.  Clark  liccanic  interested 
in  other  efforts  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  Among  them  was  the  temperance 
movement.  The  first  stcj)  was  an  ctTurt  to  induce 
everv  one  to  abandon  the  use  of  distilled  liquors 
(there  were  several  distilleries  in  the  town  produc- 
ing- cider-brandy),  but  this  did  not  accomplish  the 
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decree  of  sobriety  desired,  while  the  cellars  were 
anmially  filled  with  barrels  of  cider  to  be  used  as 
a  bevcraK'*-"  through  graduating-  degrees  of  hardness 
until  consumed,  and  the  American  Temperance  So- 
ciety at  a  meeting  held  at  Saratoga  in  1836  adopted 
the'l>Iedge  of  "total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating 
ii((Uors."  This  measure  met  Mr.  Clark's  approval, 
and  he  at  once  co-operated  with  it,  by  banishing 
the  cider-barrels  from  his  own  cellar,  and  shocked 
[lie  emploves  on  his  farm  by  drawing  their  daily 
beverage  from  "the  old  oaken  bucket."  The  shock 
was  great,  but  the  reaction  was  beneficial  to  all 
concerned,  and  later,  when  the  Martha  Washington 
Temperance  Societ\-  was  started  in  Connecticut, 
about  1841,  Mr.  Clark  was  ready  to  welcome  it,  and 
work  with  it,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability.  He  was 
the  chosen  leader  and  first  president  of  the  first 
local  branch  in  his  town,  and  did  much  to  further 
the  cause  by  inviting  reformed  men  of  ability  to 
come  to  the  meetings  and  relaie  their  experiences 
while  under  the  "drink  habit.''  Their  vivid  pictures 
of  the  suffering,  degradation  and  poverty  of  those 
days,  in  contrast  with  the  restored  respect  and  com- 
fort of  the  present,  led  many  other  broken-down 
men  back  to  the  right  path,  and  were  the  means 
of  binding  together  again  many  broken-up  homes. 
One  of  these  lecturers  was  John  B.  Gough,  who 
has  left  a  name  and  history  which  the  world  will 
not  soon  forget.  2\Ir.  Clark  was  as  ready  to  serve 
his  country  as  his  friends,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Cavalry  Company  commanded  by  Col.  Hoadly 
served  in  the  war  of  18 12,  receiving  for  this  service 
bounty  land  in  Kansas  and  a  pension,  which  is  yet 
enjoyed  by  his  widow. 

Mr.  Clark  had  five  children:  (i)  Harriet  mar- 
ried Hezekiah  C.  Cummings,  of  Watertown.  (2) 
Francis  Judson  was  killed  when  two  years  of  age 
by  being  run  over  by  a  cart.  (3)  William  Judson, 
whose  biographical  sketch  is  given  above.  (4) 
Henry  H.  and  (5)  Charles  H.  are  both  referred  to 
in  the  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  of 
Hartford  County. 

On  April  5,  1848,  Mrs.  Chloe  Clark  died  sud- 
denly of  "putrid  sore  throat,"  undoubtedly  the  diph- 
theria of  the  present  day.  She  had  been  to  her 
husband  a  true  helpmate,  standing  by  his  side  in 
every  good  work,  and  to  her  children  a  mother 
whose  memory  will  be  precious  as  long  as  life  lasts. 
On  March  20,  1850,  Mr.  Clark  married  a  second 
wife.  Miss  Sarah  Morse,  of  Cheshire,  who  proved 
a  pleasant  companion  during  his  declining  years, 
an«l  who  now,  ninetv-two  years  of  age,  survives 
him. 

Deacon  Clark  died  July  27.  1865,  and  was  buried 
in  fjuinnipiac  cemetery,  Southington.  In  closing, 
wt  inav  quote  the  words  spoken  by  his  pastor  at  his 
funeral:  "He  has  left  us  an  example  which  we 
may  f.llow  with  safety  and  advantage.  *  *  * 
\\  h<><;'i,>vcr  liveth  as  he'lived,  mav  hope  to  die  as  he 
died— ill  favfjr  with  God  and  man.  *  *  * 
Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord." 


CLARK.  Hon.  William  Judson  ClarK  is  a  de- 
scendant of  James  Clark,  who,  with  Gov.  Eaton, 
Davenport  and  others,  founded  the  Colony  of  New 
Haven,  1638-39,  his  name  appearing  as  a  signer  of 
the  Civil  Compact,  June  4,  1639.  1  he  name  of  his 
first  wife,  the  mother  of  his  children,  is  unknown ; 
but  he  married,  second,  Oct.  17,  1661,  Ann,  widow 
of. John  Wakefield.  James  Clark  died  in  January 
or  February,  1688-89,  ^"'^'  ^^^  body  probably  lies 
with  those  of  the  other  fathers  of  the  Colony,  under 
the  green  sward  of  the  beautiful  "Green."  of  which 
the  Elm  City  is  so  justly  proud;  for  that  was  the 
"God's  Acre"  of  the  early  colonists.  Of  the  five 
children  whom  he  left, 

(II)  Ebenezer  Clark,  baptized  at  Xew  Haven 
Xov.  29,  165 1,  removed  early  to  Wallingford,  and 
died  there  April  30, '1721.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Peck,  whom  he  married  May  6,  1678.  Among  his 
children  was 

(III)  Stephen  Clark,  born  Dec.  18,  1686,  who 
lived  in  that  part  of  Wallingford  now  called  Che- 
shire, and  died  there  Xov.  25,  1750.  He  married 
(first)  Lydia  Hotchkiss,  who  was  the  mother  of 
his  son, 

(IV)  Stephen  Clark,  born  in  1721,  who  died 
at  Cheshire  Xov.  4,  1800.  His  wife  was  Ruth  Burr, 
who,  through  her  mother,  Mabel  Clark,  was  a  de- 
scendant, in  the  fifth  generation,  of  Xicholas  Clark, 
of  Hartford.  1635,  its  first  white  settler.  He  was 
numbered  ainong  the  "original  proprietors,"  and  for 
his  service  in  the  Pequot  war,  1636-37,  received 
an  allotment  in  the  "Soldiers'  Field."  Through  her 
father,  Lieut.  Baze  Burr,  she  descended  from  Ben- 
jamin Burr,  who  probably  came  over  in  Winthrop's 
fleet  in  1630,  and  was  an  "original  proprietor"  and 
large  land  owner  of  Hartford ;  and  from  John 
Baisey,  another  "original  proprietor"  of  Connecti- 
cut's capital  city.  The  names  of  these  three  early 
settlers,  with  that  of  Elder  John  White,  another 
ancestor,  are  inscribed  on  the  "Founders'  Monu- 
ment." the  tall,  brownstone  shaft  which  stands  in 
the  historic  graveyard  just  back  of  Center  Church, 
on  Main  street. 

(V)  Amasa  Clark,  son  of  Stephen  and  Ruth 
Clark,  born  at  Cheshire  Xov.  25.  1753.  died  there 
Dec.  30,  1833.  He  married  Lydia  (Hull)  Judson. 
widow  of  Joseph  Judson.  of  Bethlehem,  Conn.,  and 
among  their  children  was 

(VI)  Theodosius  Clark,  born  in  1788.  of  Che- 
shire and  Southington.  where  he  died  July  27.  1865. 
Through  his  wife.  Chloe  Clark,  comes  in  another 
line  of  Clark  ancestrv.  beginning  with 

(I)  William  Clark,  of  Hartford.  1639;  and  in 
1662  one  of  the  twenty-eight  young  men  who  went 
from  that  place  to  make  homes  in  the  unopened 
lands  of  the  Connecticut  Valley.  In  1668  the  name 
of  the  "Plantation  at  Thirty  Mile  Island"  was 
changed  to  Haddam.  doubtless  from  a  tender  recol- 
lection of  Haddam.  Hertfordshire.  England,  the 
English  home  of  most  of  its  early  settlers.  William 
Clark  died  there  in  1681.     His  son, 
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(II)  Sergt.  John  Clark,  of  Middletown,  mar- 
ried Elizabetli,  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  White, 
of  Middletown,  whose  name  is  held  in  high  honor, 
not  only  in  the  town  whose  interests  he  served  so 
well,  but  all  over  the  country,  wherever  jiis  de- 
scendants have  carried  the  name.  For  over  tifty 
years  he  represented  Middletown  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  last  time  when  he  was  an  old,  white- 
haired  man  of  eighty-one.  He  filled,  also,  the  of- 
fices of  magistrate  and  commissioner  for  Middle- 
town,  Haddam  and  r^leriden.  Xor,  though  serving 
his  country  well  in  her  peaceful  legislative  halls, 
did  he  shrink  when  sterner  duties  called,  as  witness 
his  title  of  "captain." 

(III)  Daniel  Clark,  son  of  Sergt.  John  and 
Elizabeth,  of  Middletown,  1680-1725.  married  Eliz- 
abeth Whitteniore,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis 
Whittemore,  1650-1700,  another  of  Middletown's 
early  settlers  whose  name  she  delights  to  honor. 
Their  son, 

(IV)  Deacon  Joseph  Clark.  1720-1778, 'town 
clerk  of  Middletown  from  1765  to  1777,  also  deacon 
of  the  church  there,  married  Joanna  Fairchild,  of 
Stratford,  who  brought  into  the  Clark  family  the 
goodly  heritage  of  a  long  line  of  distinguished  Strat- 
ford ancestors,  of  whom,  later,  their  son, 

(V)  Seth  Clark,  of  Middletown  and  Southing- 
ton,  1768-1851,  married  in  1793  Chloe  F)ailey,  and 
their  daughter, 

(VI)  Chloe  Clark,  of  Southington,  by  marry- 
ing Theodosius  Clark,  of  Cheshire,  merged  her 
Clark  line  into  that  of  another. 

Joatma  I'airchild,  1727- 1793,  wife  of  (IV)  Dea- 
con Joseph  Ciark,  of  Middletown,  was  descended 
from  Thomas  Fairchild,  an  early  settler  of  Strat- 
ford, who  died  there  in  1670,  and  his  second  wife, 
Katharine  Craig;  also  from  William  Wilcoxen  and 
Deacon  John  Birdseye.  Through  her  mother.  Kath- 
erine  Coe,  she  descended  from  Robert  Coe,  born  in 
SufTolkshire.  England,  in  1596,  who.  with  wife  and 
children,  emigrated  to  Xew  England  in  1634;  and 
from  Matthew  Mitchell,  of  Southouram  Parish  of 
Halifax,  England,  and  his  wife,  Susan  Butterfield, 
whom  he  married  at  Ovenden,  in  the  same  parish, 
in  1616.  Emigrating  to  this  country  in  1635,  and 
sufifering  severely  from  sickness,  lire  and  savage 
warfare,  in  the  various  places  where  he  settled,  he 
bore  it  all  w-ith  Cl'iristian  patience.  He  died  in 
1645,  ^t  Stan'ford,  Conn.,  of  which  place  he  was 
one  of  the  founders,  and  had  served  it  as  magistrate, 
representative  and  associate  judge  of  the  Plantation 
Court.  Airs.  Joanna  (Fairchild)  Clark  also  de- 
scended from  Joseph  Hawley,  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  in  1603,  who  died  at  Stratford,  Conn.. 
May  20,  1690.  He  was  town  clerk  at  Stratford  six- 
teen years,  town  treasurer  several  years,  and  also 
surveyor.  In  1687  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  com- 
mittee for  considering  and  drafting  a  patent  for 
the  town.  He  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 
nineteen  years,  and  commissioner  eight  years. 

Lydia  Hull,  wife  of  (\')  Aniasa  Clark,  born 
in  Cheshire  July  2t„   1753,  belonged   to  the  noted 


Hull  family,  being  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  gen- 
eration from  (I)  Richard  Hull,  of  Derbyshire,  Eng- 
land, who  settled  at  Xew  Haven  in  16^9.     His  son, 

(II)  Dr.  John  FIull,  of  Stratford,  Derby  and 
Wallingford,  was  a  prominent  man  in  each  of  these 
places,  serving  as  selectman  and  representative.  In 
1687  the  General  Assembly  granted  him  700  acres 
of  land  for  services  in  King  Philip's  war.    His  son, 

(III)  Dr.  Benjamin  Hull,  1672-1741,  married 
Elizabeth  Andrews,  daughter  of  William  Andrews, 
an  early  settler  of  Xew  Flaven.  Dr.  Hull  was  a 
prominent  physician  in  Wallingford.     His  son. 

(IV)  Dr.  John  Hull,  1702-1762,  married  Sarah 
Ives,  a  great-granddaughter  of  William  Ives,  a  set- 
tler of  Xew  Haven  in  1639;  also  of  Capt.  Xathaniel 
Merriman,  an  early  and  prominent  settler  of  Xew 
Haven  and  Wallingford,  -and  a  soldier  in  both  the 
Pequot  and  King  Philip's  wars.     His  son, 

(V)  Dr.  Zephaniah  Hull.  1728-1760,  of  Che- 
shire and  Bethlehem,  Conn.,  married  Hannah  Di:m3- 
little,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Moses  Doolittle.  a  promi- 
nent man  in  Cheshire,  and  a  grandson  of  Abraham 
Doolittle,  an  early  settler  of  Xew  Haven  and  Wal- 
lingford, and  chief  officer  or  sheriff  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven Colony  in  1644.  He  was  sergeant  of  the  train- 
band, and  a  member  of  the  vigilance  committee  in 
King  Philip's  war ;  also  deputy  from  Wallingford 
eight  times.  Through  his  mother,  (III)  Hannah 
Hall,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Doolittle,  Lieut.  Moses  was 
a  grandson  of  (II)  Capt.  Samuel  Hall.  1648-1725, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  and  served  as  deputy  from  Wallingford  to 
the  General  Court  four  years.  He  was  a  son  of 
(I)  John  Hall,  an  early  settler  of  X'ew  Haven,  and 
a  soldier  in  the  Pequot  war,  1637.  He  married,  at 
X'ew  Haven,  in  1641.  Jeanne  \\'olen,  of  Huguenot 
ancestry.  Both  the  Hall  and  Wolen  families  bear 
coats  of  arms,  as  do  also  the  Coe,  Mitchell  and 
Hawley  families,  mentioned  above. 

REV.  ALEXAXDER  HOLAIES  :\IEAD.  a  re- 
tired clerg}-man  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  unquestionably,  in  the  estimation  of  the  citizens 
of  Meriden,  one  of  the  "grand  old  men"  of  that 
city,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  Jan.  7.  1821, 
a  son  of  Staats  Morris  Mead,  who  was  a  well- 
known  resident  of  the  }iletropolis.  The  Mead  fam- 
ily was  established  in  this  country  by 

(I)  William  Mead,  who  came  from  Greenwich, 
Kent,  England,  in  1642.  and  located  in  Massa- 
chusetts. His  brother  Joseph,  who  came  at  the 
same  time,  went  to  Mrginia.  For  a  time  William 
Mead  lived  at  Hempstead.  Long  Island,  whence  in 
1660  he  went  to  Greenwich.  Conn.,  accompanied 
by  his  sons  John  and  Joseph. 

(II)  John  Mead  in  1672  became  one  of  the 
twenty-seven  proprietors  who  purchased  a  large 
tract  from  the  Indians  in  that  year.  This  land,  ever 
since  called  "Horscneck."  included  the  present 
homestead  of  one  of  his  descendants.  Solomon 
Stoddard  Mead.  John  IMead  married  a  Miss  Pot- 
ter, whose  father  afterward  owned  Shippan  Point, 
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niul  tliroiigh  this  marri<-i_s:e  gained  considerable 
property.  He  died  in  1696,  leaving  tlie  following 
cliildrcn  :  John,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Ebenezer,  Da- 
vid, I'lcnjaniin,  Nathaniel,  Samuel,  Susannah,  Abi- 
gail and  Mary. 

(III)  ?~benezer  Mead  married  Sarah  Knapp,  of 
."^taniford,  and  they  had  children:  Ebenezer,  Abi- 
jr.-iil,  Susannah,  Jemima,  Caleb,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Ja- 
licz  and  David.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Han- 
nah Brown,  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,  who  bore  him  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  Ebenezer,  Silas,  Abram,  Jo- 
nas, Solomon,  Deliverance,  .A.mos,  Edmund,  Han- 
nah, Jabez,  Jared  and  Abram  (2). 

(IV)  Jonas  Mead,  born  Dec.  25,  1725,  at  Indian 
Field,  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  died  there  Sept. 
14,  1785.  For  many  years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Greenwich.  His  first 
wife,  Sarah  (Ferris),  bore  him  two  sons,  Solomon 
and  Edmund.  His  second  wife,  Sarah  (Howe), 
was  the  mother  of  Noah,  Mark  and  Jonas.  . 

(V)  Edmund  Alead  was  a  merchant  in  New 
York  City.  While  he  was  on  a  voyage  to  the  West 
Indies,  alxiut  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
his  vessel,  the  "Sally,"  was  lost,  and  no  trace  of 
crew  or  passengers  was  ever  found.  On  Feb.  15', 
1776,  Edmund  Mead  married  Theodosia  ]\Iead, 
who  survived  him.  Their  children  were:  Ed- 
mund, Jr.,  born  in  May,  1777,  died  April  28,  1778; 
Solomon,  born  April  28,  1778,  died  of  yellow  fever 
Sept.  20,  1798;  Benjamin,  born  April  24,  1780,  died 
Dec.  10,  i860,  in  Newark,  N.  J.;  Sarah,  born  Aug. 
27,  1782,  married  P)enjamin  3ilead,  of  Golden 
Bridge.  N.  Y. :  Obadiah,  born  March  10,  1785,  died 
Feb.  28,  1878;  Mary,  born  June  i.  1787,  married 
Judge  Aaron  Reed,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y. :  Ralph,  born 
April  24.  1789,  was  killed  by  a  carriage  in  New 
York  City,  July  23,  1866 ;  Staats  Morris,  born 
April  23,  1791,  died  in  Naples,  Italy,  Jan.  17,  1863; 
Maria,  born  March  15,  1793,  was  drowned  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  months ;  Brockholst  L.,  born  Aug. 
8,  1795,  died  the  next  year:  Brockholst  (2),  bom 
Aug.  3,  1797,  died  June  21,  1874.  After  the  death 
of  the  father  of  this  family  the  mother  returned  to 
the  home  of  her  father.  Benjamin  Mead,  Jr.  The 
latter  adopted  her  son  Obadiah,  who  inherited  the 
farm.  The  other  sons  became  wealthy  business 
men  of  New  York  City. 

Benjamin  Mead,  Sr.,  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  on  the  homestead  in  Greenwich  now  occu- 
pied by  Solomon  S.  ^lead.  This  he  deeded  to  Ben- 
jamin Mead,  Jr.,  July  6.  1770,  with  some  other 
lands.  Benjamin  Mead.  Jr.,  was  born  in  1735,  and 
died  March  5,  181 5,  and  his  entire  life  was  passed 
On  the  homestead  farm.  He  was  a  prominent  cit- 
izen, and  acted  as  justice  of  the  peace  many  years. 
He  married  ]Martha  Ferris,  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren :  Annie,  the  eldest,  married  David  Mead,  and 
afterward  James  Bailev ;  Theodosia,  above  men- 
tioned, was  the  wife  of  Edmund  Mead;  Obediah 
waii  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  killed  on  the 
lioniestead  bv  British  soldiers;  Marv  married  Sam- 


uel Peck,  of  Clapboard  Ridge,  Conn. ;  Phoebe  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jehial  Mead. 

(V'l)  Staats  Morris  Mead  was  born  in  Green- 
wich April  23,  1791,  and  as  he  lost  his  father  while 
still  young  his  educational  opportunities  were  un- 
usually limited.  In  every  sense  of  the  word  he  was 
a  self-educated  man.  After  a  very  short  attendance 
at  public  school  he  was  bound  out  as  an  apprentice 
to  a  cabinetmaker  in  New  York  City,  working  prin- 
cipally for  his  board  and  clothes  for  seven  years. 
He  had  been  enabled  to  save  a  little  money,  by 
working  overtime,  and  thus,  without  working  one 
day  as  a  journeyman,  he  bought  out  his  employer, 
setting  up  a  small  furniture  business  for  himself 
on  Broad  street,  near  Stone  and  Mill  streets.  New 
York.  There  he  built  up  a  trade  and  became  pros- 
perous, being  known  far  and  wide  for  his  sterling 
character  and  honest  dealings.  For  ten  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Volunteer  Fire 
Department.  \\'hen  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness he  made  his  home  in  New  Jersey.  Travel  be- 
came a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  him.  and  his 
wanderings  led  him  into  many  lands.  His  death 
occurred  suddenlv,  of  heart  failure,  while  he  was 
making  a  tour  through  the  European  Continent,  at 
Naples,  Italy,  on  Jan.  17,  1S63.  On  account  of  his 
clerical  duties  his  son  had  been  obliged  to  leave 
him,  but  his  body  was  brought  to  New  York,  and 
now  rests  in  Greenwood  cemetery.  Mr.  Mead  was 
a  stanch  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  but  never  a  seek- 
er for  office.  In  habits  he  was  domestic  and  temper- 
ate. He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

^Ir.  Mead  married  Lydia  Holmes,  a  native  of 
Belleville,  N.  J.,  whose  sisters.  Betsey  and  Sarah, 
married  the  two  brothers  of  Mr.  Mead,  Benjamin 
and  Ralph  Mead.  Mrs.  Lydia  Mead  died  in  New 
York  City  in  1821.  and  was  buried  in  her  native 
home  cemetery,  at  Belleville.  N.  J.  She  was  a 
good  Christian  woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Her 
three  children  were:  Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Amos  M.  Sackett.  of  Greenwich,  Conn. ;  Caro- 
line E.,  who  married  W.  K.  Belcher,  a  son  of  the 
renowned  Dr.  Belcher,  of  New  York :  and  Alex- 
ander Holmes,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch. 
The  second  marriage  of  Staats  M.  }ilead  was  to 
Hannah  A.  Glass,  who  also  died  in  New  York  City, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  beautiful  Greenwood.  She 
was  also  a  consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  union. 

Alexander  Holmes  Mead  was  but  six  months 
old  when  iiis  mother  died,  a  deprivation  he  has 
lamented  through  life.  He  attended  a  private 
school  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1842  graduated 
from  the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Middletown, 
Conn.  Having  a  strong  inclination  toward  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  he  entered  the  office  of  Lyman 
Tremaine,  then  a  well-known  la\\yer  of  New  \ ork, 
and  later  the  distinguished  attorney-general  of  ihat 
State.     With  legal  practice  in  view  ^I^.  Mead  con- 
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tinued  his  studies,  but  before  he  was  fully  prepared 
for  admission  to  the  Bar  the  whole  course  of  his 
life  was  chaugetl  by  a  religious  experience,  and  he 
turned  to  the  ministry  instead  of  the  law. 

In  1844  ]Mr.  i\Iead  received  his  license  to  preach 
the  Gospel  from  the  Xew  York  Conference,  and 
was  ordained  by  the  same  Conference  in  1S46.  His 
first  pastorate  was  at  Glen  Cove,  where  he  remained 
from)  1846  to  1847,  and  he  was  at  Moriches  until 
1850,  when  he  was  appointed  to  Greenport.  There 
he  made  extensive  repairs  on  the  church,  and  dur- 
ing a  useful  year  faithfully  ministered  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  this  congregation.  Then  he  was  re- 
ceived into  the  New  Jersey  Conference  and  ap- 
f)ointed  to  the  church  at  Passaic,  remaining  in  that 
charge  until  1853,  when  he  went  to  Elizabethtown. 
There  he  built  a  parsonage  and  remained  until  1854, 
at  which  time  ne  was  appointed  to  the  church  at 
Middletown  Point.  X.  J.,  continuing  there  until 
1859.  when,  according  to  the  discipline  of  Jiis  de- 
nomination, he  was  changed.  He  was  sent  to  Hud- 
son City,  where  he  built  up  a  church,  and  he  was 
subsequently  stationed  ::t  the  Quarry  Street  Church, 
Newark,  until  i860. 

At  this  date  Mr.  Mead  was  transferred  to  the 
East  Xew  York  Conference  and  took  the  pastorate 
of  the  De  Kalb  Avenue  Church,  in  Brooklyn.     In 

1862  he  was  transferred  to  X'ew  Canaan,  Conn.    In 

1863  he  took  charge  of  the  Ninth  Street  Church,  in 
New  York,  remaining  there  until  1865,  and  going 
thence  to  the  Second  Avenue  Church,  in  X'ew  York, 
where  he  remained  until  i8&i.  For  the  two  follow- 
ing years  he  was  a  supernumerary,  and  from  1869 
to  1870  he  was  pastor  of  the  Greene  Avenue 
Church,  of  Brooklyn.  From  there  he  came  to  the 
Davenport  Avenue  Church,  of  X'ew  Haven,  Conn., 
in  1873  changing  to  Hartford,  where  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Xorth  Church. 

In  1876  Mr.  Mead  was  made  secretary  of  the 
Prisoners'  Friend  Corporation  of  Connecticut.  In 
1877  he  was  transferred  to  West  Haven,  and  re- 
mained there  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  tak- 
ing a  charge  in  South  Meriden  and  Yalesville, 
where  he  remained  until  1880.  He  spent  1881-82 
at  the  Watcrtown  Church,  and  1882-83  at  the  How- 
ard Avenue  Church,  in  Xew  Haven,  going  from 
there  to  Westville  and  thence  to  the  Dixwell  Ave- 
nue Church,  in  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  remained 
until  1887.  After  that  date,  on  account  of  the  crit- 
ical illness  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Mead  gave  up  active 
labor  in  his  profession,  and  has  been  since  on  the 
supernumerary  list,  residing  in  the  city  of  Meriden, 
among  those  who  honor  and  love  him.  His  travels 
have  extended  over  many  lands,  while  his  knowl- 
edge of  his  own  country  is  that  of  a  scholar.  Al- 
though he  has  passed  fifty  years  in  active  minis- 
terial work,  Mr.  Mead  still  occasionally  fills  a  pulpit 
and  expounds  the  Scriptures  with  the  convincing 
power  which  has  made  him  .<o  useful  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord  through  the  past  half  century. 

In  1847  Mr.  Mead  was  married  to  Elizabeth  A. 


Stephenson,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who 
was  much  devoted  to  her  family,  her  husband  and 
his  work.    Her  death  occurred  in  1894,  in  Meriden, 
and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  East  cemetery.     For 
forty-seven  years  she  was  her  husband's  congenial 
companion,  and  in  his  declining  years  her  loss  is 
j  one  of  his  greatest   sorrows.     A   family  of  seven 
children  blessed  this  happy  marriage.     Hannah,  the 
first-born,  died  in  infancy.    States  Maurice  and  Min- 
nie Elizabeth   were  twins :  the   fonner  died   when 
fourteen  months  old.    Minnie  E.  married  Richmond 
W.    Annstrong,    son    of    Lorenzo    Armstrong,    of 
X'ew  Haven.    Ella  Josephine  died  when  tliree  years 
old.     Kittie  H.  married  Alfred   P.   Sloan,  then  of 
!  X'ew  Haven,  now  of  X'ew  York  City,  and  member 
I  of  the  well-known  firrn  of  Bennett.  Sloan  &  Co., 
j  wholesale  grocers,  corner  of  Franklin  and  Hudson 
I  streets.     Maurice  is  a  successful  jewelry  merchant 
i  in  Chicago.     Sarah  E.  married  Edwin  R.  Ives,  of 
i   Meriden,  who  died  in  1892,  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  Harry  H.  Johnson,  of  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Although  the  snows  of  eighty  years  have 
touched  the  head  of  Mr.  Mead,  they  have  not 
touched  his  heart,  nor  have  they  affected  his  physi- 
cal faculties  in  any  marked  degree.  A  temperate 
life  and  regular  habits  have  done  much  to  preserve 
a  naturally  robust  constitution,  and  that  his  years 
may  extend  as  those  of  the  patriarchs  of  old  is  the 
sincere  wish  of  those  who  know  him  best.  Blessed 
with  good  health,  in  a  pastoral  service  of  fifty 
years  he  never  missed  but  one  period  of  service  on 
account  of  illness.  Mr.  Mead  has  long  been  a  mem- 
ben  of  the  A.  F.  «&:  A.  M.,  holding  membership  in 
Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  yj,  of  which  he  is  chaplain ; 
Sylvan  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. :  and  Palestine  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  of  X'ew  York  City. 

As  a  clergyman  Mr.  Mead  has  not  only  admin- 
istered the  duties  pertaining  to  his  own  charges 
with  extraordinary  success  and  increasing  useful- 
ness, but  by  his  example  and  advice  he  has  en- 
couraged many  to  pursue  the  path  of  rectitude.  Al- 
ways charitable  and  philanthropic,  he  has  never 
hesitated  to  go  outside  of  his  own  denomination  in 
his  benevolences,  but  he  has  been  singularly  unos- 
I  tentatious.  To  the  extent  of  his  powers  he  has 
spent  a  half  century  in  upbuilding  Christianity  and 
in  fighting  evil  and  immorality. 

THOMAS  BEXJAMIX  DOOLITTLE,  of 
Branford,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  is  a  native  of 
this  state,  born  June  30,  1839,  in  Woodbury,  Litch- 
field county. 

Abraliam  Doolittle,  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  was  born  in  1620,  probably  in  Eng- 
land;  was  in  Salem,  Mass.,  at  an  early  date,  and 
was  in  X'ew  Haven  prior  to  1642.  being  the  owner 
of  a  house  there.     In   1644  he  took  the  freeman's 
oath.    He  was  made  the  chief  executive  officer  (or 
1  sherilT)  of  the  county,  and  was  chosen  by  the  peo- 
I  pie  of  X'ew  Haven  as  one  of  a  conunittee  to  super- 
I  intend  the  affairs  of  the  new  settlement  then  (1669) 
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just  becrun  at  the  villas;e,  the  name  of  which  was 
changed  to  W.illingford,  and  which  village  was  in- 
corporated ^^ay  12,  1670,  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Court  then  sitting  at  Hartford.  Abraham  Doolittle 
was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  the  place,  being  a 
resident  thereof  two  or  three  years  before  its  in- 
coqxjration.  He  was  a  member  of  the  vigilance 
committee  in  the  time  of  King  Philip's  war,  and 
his  dwelling  during  that  momentous  period  was 
fortified  with  a  picket  fort  against  an  attack  that 
might  be  made  on  it  by  the  Indians.  He  was  sev- 
eral times  chosen  a  deputy  from  New  Haven,  and 
afterward  from  Wallingford.  to  the  General  Court; 
frequently  was  elected  selectman,  and  altogether 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  valuable  and  respected 
citizen.  He  died  Aug.  11.  i6go,  aged  seventy  years, 
his  wife,  Abigail  (Moss),  on  Xov.  5,  1710,  aged 
sixty-nine.  Their  son,  Samuel  Doolittle  (great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject),  born  July  7, 
1665,  married  ^lary  Hitchcock.  Their  son,  Ben- 
jamin Doolittle  (great-grandfather  of  our  subject), 
was  born  Jan.  17,  1730.  His  wife's  name  was 
Elizabeth.  Their  son.  Benjamin  (grandfather  of 
our  subject),  born  July  15,  1753,  married  Sarah 
French.     He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Benjamin  Doolittle  (father  of  our  subject),  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (French)  Doolittle,  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  March  9,  1798,  and 
died  in  New  Haven  Feb.  19,  1868,  aged  seventy 
years.  In  early  life  he  was  a  manufacturer  of 
chairs  in  Litchfield,  later  for  many  years  conduct- 
ing express  routes  (of  which  he  was  proprietor) 
between  New  Haven  and  various  other  points  in 
Connecticut.  He  married  Betsey  Collier  Moore, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Miranda  (Mrs. 
Clark  Lindsley),  William  H..  Frances  E.,  Mary-  J. 
(Mrs.  Otis  Warner),  John  H.,  George,  Harriet  P. 
(Mrs.  Harvey  Loveland).  Thomas  C,  Thomas 
Benjamin,  Merritt  E.  and  Mortimer. 

David  Moore,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  father  of 
Betsey  Collier  Moore,  married  Mars-  Collier,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Collier,  who  had  another  daughter 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  John  Draper,  editor  of  the 
Boston  Nezi's  Letter  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  Shortly  after  the  breaking  out 
of  that  struggle  Mr.  Draper  died,  but  his  widow 
continued  the  publication  of  the  paper,  and  edited 
it  successfully  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Richard 
Collier  was  a  descendant  of  Richard  Collier,  who 
landed  in  Plymouth  in  1630,  and  at  one  time  was 
governor  of  the  Colonv. 

Thomas  Benjamin  Doolittle,  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines,  was  reared  in  Litchfield  county,  and 
educated  at  the  Woodburv  Acad'emy.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  %\'as  apprenticed  to  the  trade 
of  machinist,  serving  over  two  years,  later  working 
as  a  journeyman  for  a  year  or  more  at  various 
points.  In  1861  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Colts  Arms  Mfg.  Co.,  at  Hartford,  where  he.  had 
charge  of  a  portion  of  the  revolver  department  for 
nearly  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  be- 
came a  contractor  for  the  manufacture  of  Spring- 


field rifles  with  the  same  company,  in  which  pur- 
suit he  continued  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  Doolittle  then^  spent  a  short  time  in  Ansonia, 
from  there  removing  to  Bridgeport,  where  for  sev- 
eral )ears  he  was  connected  with  the  Bridgeport 
Brass  Co.,  having  charge  of  one  of  their  depart- 
ments. In  1870  he  embarked  in  the  manufacturing 
business  in  Bridge{X)rt,  as  president  of  a  corpora- 
tion which  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
metallic  goods,  carriage  trimmings  being  among 
the  chief  articles.  Later  this  corporation  became 
the  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of  barbed  wire  for 
fencing.  In  1877  Mr.  Doolittle  became  interested 
in  the  telephone,  and  engaged  in  the  telephone  busi- 
ness, having  been  granted  a  license  for  western 
Connecticut  and  western  Massachusetts,  under  the 
Bell  patents.  It  was  "at  this  time  that  he  took  out 
the  first  letter  patent  that  was  ever  issued,  show- 
ing a  complete  telephone  exchange.  This  patent 
was  dated  Oct.  22,  1878.  The  first  complete  tele- 
phone switchboard'  ever  made  in  any  manufactur- 
ing establishment  was  designed  by  Mr.  Doolittle, 
and  was  built  by  Charles  Williams,  Jr.,  of  Boston, 
Mass.  Several  patents  were  taken  out  by  Mr.  Doo- 
little covering  the  essential  features  of  telephone 
exchange  apparatus.  He  soon  became  directly  con- 
nected with  the  American  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  of 
Boston,  and  engaged  m  the  general  development  of 
the  telephone  business  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

Mr.  Doolittle  is  the  adapter  of  hard  drawn  cop- 
I>er  wire  ( a  most  important  contribution  to  all 
electrical  industries),  for  which  the  Franklin  In- 
stitute of  Philadelphia  awarded  him  the  "Long- 
streth  Medal  of  Merit."  This  wire,  while  retain- 
ing those  properties  of  conductivity  inherent  in 
copper,  has  the  additional  quality  of  great  tensile 
strength,  ai\d  it  is  stated,  by  those  qualified  to  judge, 
that  without  this  discovery  long  distance  telephony 
and  the  electrical  transmission  of  energ\-  over  long 
distances  would  be  mipossible.  In  a  word,  the  im- 
portance of  this  process,  and  its  extensive  applica- 
tion, is  sufiiciently  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
annual  consumption  of  hard  drawn  copper  wire  in 
the  L'nited  States  alone,  from  an  experimental 
quantity  of  500  pounds,  manufactured  in  1877.  now 
exceeds  80.000,000  pounds  a  year.  Mr.  Doolittle 
conducted  the  experiments  with  hard  drawn  copper 
wire  lines,  which  led  up  to  the  organization  of  the 
American  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  of  which  he 
became  the  first  president. 

On  Dec.  24,  1866,  Thomas  B.  Doolittle  mar- 
ried Mary  Louise,  daughter  of  Willett  and  Harriet 
(Hotchkiss)  Bradley,  of  Ansonia,  Conn.,  and  five 
children  came  to  this  union :  Charles  Benjamin, 
Harry  W..  Ruth  E..  Edith  Y.  and  Mary  Alice  (de- 
ceased). Charles  B.  Doolittle  is  an  officer  of  the 
Southern  Xew  England  Telephone  Co.  He  mar- 
ried Laura  Leggett  Se^inour.  of  Washington.  D. 
C,  daughter  of  Hcnrv  A.  and  Mary  L.  Seymour, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Mortimer  Leggett. 

Harry   W.   Doolittle   was   born   Aug.    13,    iSjO. 
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He  was  educated  for  the  Bar  at  Yale,  and  afcer- 
ward  :it  tiie  Boston  University  Law  Scho-j!.  lie 
tlien  entered  the  newspaper  field,  and  was  a  special 
correspondent  in  Boston,  Mass.,  until  1897,  when 
he  became  associated  with  Attorney  Talco'r  li- 
Russell,  of  New  Haven,  having  been  admitted  to 
the  New  Haven  Bar.  He  enlisted  in  the  navy  dur- 
ing the  Spanish-American  war,  and  served  until  its 
close.  He  is  now  Judge  of  the  Branford  Town 
Court,  and  is  the  youngest  judge  in  the  State. 

Thoin.-^s  Benjamin  Doolittle  has  been  a  resident 
of  Pine  Orchard,  in  the  town  of  Branford,  since 
1893,  owning  there  a  handsome  property  known  as 
"Thimble  Farm/'  which  commands  a  delightful  view 
of  Long  Island  Sound.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Branford.  and 
fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  Hartford.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  and  the 
American  Society  of  Electrical  Engineers.  New 
York  Citv,  and  of  several  clubs,  including  the  Play- 
ers, of  New  York  City,  founded  by  Booth,  the  St. 
Botolph  and  the  Papyrus  Clubs,  both  of  Boston.  In 
his  political  preferences  he  is  a  Democrat. 

MORTON.  For  a  generation  following  1839 
there  existed  in  New  Haven  a  business  partnership 
in  which  were  associated  two  very  successful  busi- 
ness men,  who  became  men  of  means  and  of  in- 
fluence in  that  city.  These  gentlemen  were  broth- 
ers-in-law, and  were  the  representatives  of  the  best 
families  that  came  from  England  to  the  New  Eng- 
land Colonies.  One  of  these  gentlemen  was  Hor- 
ace J.  Morton,  the  other  Charles  Prindle  Hubbell, 
of  the  firm  of  Hubbell  &  Morton,  carriage  builders. 
They  began  the  manufacture  of  carriages  in  New 
Haven  in  1839  or  1840,  in  a  building  on  Brewery 
street,  which  had  been  previously  occupied  by  Ste- 
vens &  Francis.  The  business  from  the  very  start 
was  successful,  and,  by  the  energy,  careful  man- 
agement and  progressive  direction  of  its  projectors, 
became  large  and  prosperous.  Through  the  long 
period  from  1839  'o  the  early  'seventies  the  names 
of  Hubbell  &  ^lorton  were  synonymous  in  business 
circles  for  integrity,  honesty  and  high  credit.  In 
the  antibellum  days  in  the  South,  when  that  section 
was  most  prosperous,  the  New  Haven  firm  in  ques- 
tion had  a  number  of  carriage  repositories,  notably 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  large 
stocks  were  carried.  During  the  Civil  war  the  stock 
at  Savannah  was  confiscated  bv  the  government  of 
the  Confederate  States,  a  receipt  being  given  the 
firm  and  a  promise  of  payment  in  three  years  after 
the  recognition  of  the  Confederacy  as  an  independ- 
ent government.  Through,  and  just  after,  the  peri- 
od of  the  Civil  war,  the  depressed  condition  of 
business  aflairs  in  general  had  made  the  carriage 
business  like  many  other  lines  unprofitable,  and  es- 
pecially so  with  the  firms  whose  liusincs';  extended 
widely  over  the  South.  The  Hubbell  &  Morton 
firm,  however,  had,  prior  to  this  time,  been  so  suc- 


cessful that  its  members  were  already  in  possession 
of  a  competency,  and  the  surviving  member,  Mr. 
Morton,  closed  out  their  business  soon  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hubbell  in  1871. 

Horace  J.  Moktox,  of  the  above  named  firm, 
was  bom  in  1815,  in  Hatfield,  Mass.,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Martha  (Day)  r^Iorton,  of  that  town,  and  he 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  Morton,  who 
was  early  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  made 
a  freeman  in  1669.  Tie  removed  to  Hatfield,  Mass., 
in  1670,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1710,  and  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Ruth,  in   1714. 

Hatfield  and  Hadley,  Mass.,  were  settled  at  the 
same  time — 1659  to  1G61 — and  the  two  towns  be- 
came the  property  of  a  colony  from  Wethersfield 
and  Hartfoi-d,  Conn.,  men  of  wealth  and  high  so- 
cial position. 

On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Morton  is  in  the  eighth 
generation  from  Robert  Day.  who  with  his  wife, 
Alary,  sailed  from  Ipswich,  England,  in  the  bark 
■'Elizabeth"  for  Boston  in  1634.  Mr.  Day  was  born 
about  1604.  He  located  in  Newtown,  now  Cam- 
bridge, Alass.,  where  his  wife  likely  died  soon 
thereafter.  Mr.  Day  married  (second)  Editha 
Stebbins.  He  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  Hartford  in  1639,  and  died  there  in  1648.  His 
widow,  who  was  twice  married  thereafter,  died  in 
1688.  From  this  Robert  Day  ]\Ir.  Morton's  line  of 
descent  is  through  John.  Thomas,  Nathaniel.  Joel 
and  IMartha  (Day)   Morton. 

(II)  John  Day,  son  of  Robert  the  emigrant  set- 
tler, married  Sarah  Maynard,  of  Hartford,  and 
died  in  about  1730. 

(HI)  Thomas  Day,  son  of  John,  married  Sept. 
21,  1696,  Hannah  Wilson,  and  lived  in  Hartford. 
He  died  in   1724  or  1725. 

(IV)  Nathaniel  Day,  son  of  Thomas,  baptized 
July  3,  1715,  married  Jan.  20,  1737.  Thankful  Cles- 
son,  and  lived  in  Northampton,  IMasSi.  She  died 
in  1754. 

(V)  Joel  Day,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born  Aug. 
16,  1749,  married  March  10,  1783,  Martha  Murray, 
of  Hatfield.  Mass..  and  lived  in  that  town. 

(\T)  Martha  Day,  daughter  of  Joel,  born  Sept. 
6,  1786,  married  P"eb.  10,  1810.  Joseph  Morton. 

Horace  J.  }>Iorton  passed  his  boyhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  alternating  between  working  on  the 
farm  in  the  summer  season  and  attendance  at  the 
neighborhood  school  during  the  winters.  In  1830 
he  came  to  New  Haven  and  began  employment  in 
the  shop  of  his  uncle,  Lelotes  Day,  a  carriage 
builder.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  passed  one 
season  in  Charleston.  S.  C,  and  on  his  return  to 
New  Haven  at  the  close  of  the  season  began  the 
manufacture  of  carriages  for  himself.  He  applied 
himself  closely  to  his  business,  was  a  young  man 
of  honor  and  integrity,  kept  all  of  his  financial  en- 
gagements, and  soon  became  successfully  estab- 
lished in  business  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple. As  stated  in  the  foregoing  Mr.  Morton  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  business  in  1839  °^  1840 
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his  brother-in-law,  Charles  P.  Ilubbell,  a  partner- 
ship that  existed  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Hubbell 
in  1871,  and  at  that  time  the  firm  was  the  oldest 
in  its  line  in  New  Haven.  Like  his  partner,  Mr. 
Morton  has  not  been  a  man  who  .'^oug'ht  notoriety, 
or  cared  for  display,  and  he  has  had  little  taste  for 
public  honors,  yet  he  occasionally  has  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  serve  his  fellow  tovvusmen  in  a  pub- 
lic capacity,  notably  in  the  conmion  council  and 
fire  department.  He  has  often  been  solicited  to  ac- 
cept important  trusts,  but  has  as  often  declined. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  City  Savings  Bank  and  a  director  in  the  Mer- 
chants Bank.  Since  Mr.  Hubbell's  death  Mr.  !Mor- 
lon  has  not  been  actively  engag-ed  in  business.  His 
time  has  since  been  given  to  the  settlement  of  the 
old  firm's  business,  and  in  caring  for  some  private 
trusts  left  to  his  keeping.  He  has  been  through 
a  long  lifetime  an  esteemed  member  of  society. 

In  1840  IMr.  Morton  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Barnett,  and  to  them  two  children  were  bor-n,  of 
whom  the  son  is  now  deceased ;  and  Gertrude  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Warner,  of  Xew  Haven. 
Mr.  Morton  is  a  member  of  the  First  ~Sl.  E.  Church 
at  New  Haven. 

JOHN  C.  BRADLEY,  whose  death  occurred 
at  his  home,  No.  86  Grand  avenue.  New  Haven, 
Dec.  24,  1897,  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Fair  Haven. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  Oct.  11,  1836,  in  New 
Haven,  son  of  Harvey  Bradley.  When  a  young 
man  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  [Merchants'  Bank, 
gradually  rising  through  the  various  grades  until 
he  became  cashier  of  the  bank,  a  position  he  satis- 
factorily filled  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In 
1889  he  retired  from  the  bank,  and  took  up  real- 
estate  interests,  and  from  that  time  as  long  as  he 
lived  he  had  an  ofiice  in  the  Exchange  building. 
Mr.  Bradley's  political  affiliations  were  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  for  several  terms  he  repre- 
sented the  Eleventh  ward  in  the  board  of  alder- 
men. His  judgment  was  regarded  as  sound,  and 
commanded  respect  in  the  commercial  circles  of  the 
city,  and  his  genial  disposition  won  him  many 
friends.  Socially  he  was  a  member  of  Woolsey 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  religiously  he  was 
associated  with  the  Grand  Avenue  Congregational 
Church,  where  he  took  much  interest  in  its  song 
worship. 

On  Oct.  19.  1858,  ?tlr.  Bradley  was  married  to 
Mary  Josephine,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Azubah 
(Mix)  Tryon.  To  this  marriage  came  the  follow- 
ing: John  Colton,  of  New  Haven;  ^\'allace  H., 
of  Brooklyn;  Edward  ]M..  a  banker;  Lucius,  of 
New  Haven ;  Elihu  A. ;  and  M.  Josephine. 

John  Colton  Br.\dley,  whose  name  appears  in 
the  above  list  of  children,  was  born  Dec.  2.  1859, 
spent  his  early  days  in  the  Grand  Avenue  School, 
and  later  in  the  \\'oolsey  School.  For  six  years 
he  worked  with  his  grandfather  Mix  in  the  soap 
business,  when  Bradlev  &  Ball  bought  out  Mr.  Mix, 


and  ran  the  business  for  six  years.  Mr.  Bradley 
followed  the  fortunes  of  the  house,  and  was  with 
Mr.  Malooney,  and  then  with  Mr.  Hemingway. 
For  the  last  seven  years  he  has  been  holding  the 
position  of  cashier  with  the  Edward  Malley  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  married,  in  1883,  at  his  pres- 
ent residence.  No.  264  Exchange  street,  to  Alice 
Isabella,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  Hull,  of  New 
Haven,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Margaret  Hull. 
!Mr.  Bradley  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
has  served  the  local  lodge  as  secretary  for  several 
years.  He  served  as  councilman  from  the  Eleventh 
ward  for  a  year.  In  his  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Edward  Mix  Br.\dlev,  member  of  the  banking 
house  of  H.  C.  Warren  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  was 
born  at  the  home  on  Ferry  street,  Aug.  25.  1864, 
and  spent  his  early  school  days  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  attended  the  Hillhouse  high  school.  In 
1884  he  connected  himself  with  McAllister  &  War- 
ren, a  firm  that  later  became  H.  C.  Warren  &  Co., 
and  in  1896  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  His 
entire  life  from  boyhood  has  been  devoted  to  this 
line  of  business.  Mr.  Bradley  was  married  in 
New  Haven,  April  23.  1896,  to  Miss  Florence 
Strong,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  Fowler,  an  assistant 
clerk  of  the  Superior  Court.  To  this  union  have 
come  two  children :  Edward  Holbrook,  born  May 
3,  1897;  and  Margaret,  born  Nov.  25,  1901.  Mr. 
Bradley  belongs  to  the  Quinnipiac  and  the  New 
Haven  Country  Clubs. 

Wallace  H.  Bradley  was  born  March  10.  1861, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Nev/  Haven.  He 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  W'hitney  Arms  Com- 
pany, a  position  he  held  for  many  years,  out  of  late 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business, 
and  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In  that  city  he 
married  Bertha  E.  Lyon,  by  whom  he  has  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Leon  Wallace,  born  July  9,  1891 ; 
Whitney  Lyon,  born  Nov.  20,  1892:  Sheldon,  born 
June  17,  1896;  and  Bertha  Josephine,  born  July 
15,  1899. 

Henry  Mix.  the  father  of  Mrs.  John  C.  Brad- 
ley, was  born  in  New  Haven,  son  of  Eli  Mix,  of 
the  same  place.  In  Saybrook,  Conn.,  Henry  Mix 
married  Azubah  Tryon,  and  at  that  place  was  con- 
nected with  a  stage  line,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent, that  operated  from  New  York  to  Hartford, 
He  was  later  engaged  in  a  grocery',  and  still  later 
was  connected  with  what  has  since  become  the 
New  Haven  Baking  Company. 

HON,  GEORGE  PRITCHARD  fdeceasedV 
Through  nearly  two  centuries  the  Pritchards  have 
lived  in  Waterbury,  where  the  late  George  Pritch- 
ard  was  born  May  25,  1S16,  and  through  a  long 
period  of  years  was  actively  identified  widi  the 
city's  affairs,  and  especially  with  its  industries. 

Roger  Priehard  (as  the  name  was  originally 
spelled"),  the  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  of  Wethersfield.  in   1640,  and  came  from 
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Springfield,  Mass.,  to  Milford,  Conn.,  previous  to 
Dec.  i8,  1653,  at  which  date  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Slough,  of  Milford.  He  died  in  New 
Haven  in  1670-71. 

The  late  George  Pritchard,  of  Waterbury,  was 
a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  this 
Roger  Prichard,  the  line  of  his  descent  being 
through  Benjamin  Prichard,  James  Prichard,  Isaac 
Prichard  and  Isaac  Pritchard  (2). 

(II)  lienjamin  Prichard,  son  of  Roger  Prich- 
ard, born  in  1657,  married  in  1683  Rebecca  Jones. 
He  removed  to  Waterbury  about  1733. 

(III)  James  Prichard,  son  of  Benjamin  Prich- 
ard, baptized  in  169S.  in  Milford,  Conn.,  married 
in  1 72 1,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  Conn., 
and  died  in   1749. 

(IV)  Isaac  Prichard,  son  of  James  Prichard, 
born  in  1729,  married  at  Milford,  in  1758,  Lois, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Bronson.  He  died  in  1798,  and 
she  in  1824. 

(V)  Isaac  Pritchard  (2),  son  of  Isaac  Prich- 
ard, and  the  father  of  George  Pritchard,  was  bom 
in  1772  or  1773,  and  married  in  1795  Lucina, 
daughter  of  IMajor  Xoah  Baldwin. 

The  late  George  Pritchard,  of  Waterbury,  was 
married  in  that  town.  For  many  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  Warren  &  Newton  Co.,  man- 
ufacturers of  webbing  and  suspenders,  a  business 
which  was  successfully  carried  on  under  joint  man- 
agement of  ^Messrs.  Warren,  Newton,  Woodruff 
and  Pritchard.  This  company  was  consolidated 
with  the  Hotchkiss  &  Merriman  Manufacturing 
Co.,  forming  in  1857  the  American  Suspender  Co., 
and  of  the  new  company  Mr.  Pritchard  was  one 
of  the  leading  managers,  having  charge  of  its  New 
York  department.  He  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1873,  and  passed  a  period  in  travel  in 
Europe.  He  represented  Waterbury  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  1871  and  1872.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent and  active  member  of  St.  John's  Church. 

In  1838  Mr.  Pritchard  was  married  to  Frances 
•J.,  daughter  of  Daniel  Scott.  She  died  Feb.  10, 
1885.  "He  died  July  31,  1877.  Their  children 
were:  Margaret  S.,  who  married,  April  9,  i860, 
Theodore  J.  Driggs ;  and  Cora  Le  Roy.  who  mar- 
ried Oct.  2,  1872,  Charles  William  Burrell,  of 
Waterbury. 

WILLIAM  WARD.  The  eariiest  ancestor  of 
Mr.  Ward  in  America  was  Andrew  Ward,  an  Eng- 
lish gentleman,  who  was  the  fifth  son  of  Rich- 
ard Ward,  of  Gorleston,  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, and  who,  tradition  says,  emigrated  to  the  Col- 
onies in  the  ship  "Arabella."  It  is  known  that  he 
landed  in  Boston,  where  he  took  the  oath  of  a  free- 
man in  1634.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  thence  to  Stamford,  Conn., 
and  from  that  place  to  Hempstead.  L.  I.  Returning 
to  Connecticut,  he  settled  at  Fairfield,  where  he 
died  before  Oct.  20.  1659,  as  that  is  the  date  upon 
which  his  will  was  admitted  to  probate.  He  mar- 
ried Hester  (or  Esther)  Sherman,  who  was  a  mem- 


ber of  the  family  from  which  sprang  Roger  Slier- 
man,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. The  nine  children  born  to  them  were: 
Edmund,  Anna  (Nichols),  William  (married  De- 
borah Lockwood),  Mary  (Burr),  John,  Sarah 
(Burr),  Abigail,  Andrew  and  Samuel.  Mary  mar- 
ried John  Burr,  of  Fairfield,  and  was  the  mother 
of  two  sons,  Daniel  and  Peter.  The  elder,  who 
graduated  froin  Yale  College  in  1738,  was  the  father 
of  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  and  grandfather  of  Aaron, 
Jr.,  whose  ambitious  projects  and  meteorically 
brilliant  career  furnished  an  interesting  page  in  our 
national  history.  The  younger  son,  Peter,  was  an 
alumnus  of  Harvard. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  wills  of  An- 
drew and  Hester  Ward  will  be  found  interesting. 
The  will  of  Andrew  Ward,  dated  June  3,  1639,  ad- 
mitted to  probate  in  Fairfield  Probate  Court,  Oct. 
20,  1659,  recorded  in  the  records  of  said  court,  \'ol. 
1648-56,  Pages  58-59,  gives  to  his  wife  "Ester" 
forty  pounds  in  money,  and  one-third  of  all  his 
lands.  To  his  son  John  fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid 
him  at  twenty-one  years  of  age.  To  his  daughter, 
Sarah,  to  be  paid  her  one  year  after  her  marriage, 
forty  pounds.  To  his  daughter  Abigail,  to  be  paid 
her  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  forty  pounds.  To  his 
"sones"  Andrew  and  Samuel,  all  the  rest  of  his 
property  on  their  attaining  twenty-one  years.  In 
the  seventh  item  of  his  will,  after  having  disposed 
of  the  bulk  of  his  property  as  above,  he  says :  "7 — 
And  for  the  rest  of  my  children,  they  have  received 
their  full  portion  all  ready  except  my  son  Edmond, 
who  if  he  come  to  this  place  my  will  is  that  out  of 
my  two  youngest  sons  Andrew  and  Samuel's  por- 
tions there  may  be  paid  twenty  pounds,"  etc. 

Will  of  Hester  Ward  (widow  of  Andrew 
Ward),  probated  Feb.  28,  1665,  Fairfield  Probate 
Record,  Vol.  1656-75,  Page  11,  gives  to  her  daugh- 
ter Mary  Burr  forty  shillings.  To  her  son  William 
Ward  five  pounds.  To  sons  Andrew  and  Samuel 
eight  pounds  apiece.  To  her  daughter  Abigail 
seven  pounds.  To  the  children  of  her  daughter 
Anna  Nichols  nine  pounds.  To  her  grandchild. 
Hester  Ward,  nine  pounds.  To  her  son  John's 
child  nine  pounds.  To  Sarah  Burr  and  Nathaniel 
Burr,  children  of  her  daughter  Sarah,  nine  pounds. 
To  her  daughter  Anna  "her  best  red  petticoat.  To 
her  daughter  Sarah  her  mohair  coat.  To  her 
daughters  Ann  and  Mary,  Sarah  and  Abigail,  her 
wareing  linnen." 

Andrew  Ward,  the  eighth  child  and  fourth  son 
of  Andrew,  was  the  ancestor  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Fairfield  in  1645,  ^'^'^  'i'^d  about  1690.  He  estab- 
lished himself  in  Killingworth,  New  Haven  county, 
married  Tryal,  a  daughter  of  John  Meigs,  of  Guil- 
ford, and  was  the  father  of  ten  children  :  Andrew, 
bom,  in  1669,  became  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and 
diecC  in  1756.  John,  born  March  16,  1671.  died 
without  issue.  Abigail,  born  Sept.  15.  1672.  mar- 
ried Samuel  Norton,  of  Guilford.  Conn.,  Jan.  25, 
1693,  and  died  in  1733.    Sarah,  bom  Nov.  15,  1674, 
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became  tlie  wife  of  Stephen  Bradley.  Peter,  bom 
Oct.  14,  1676,  married  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Joy,  of  KiUingvvorth,  and  died  Dec.  18,  1763.  Sam- 
uel, born  Sept.  24,  1680,  died  in  1681.  Esther, 
born  May  2,  1684,  died  the  same  year.  Of  Mary, 
the  ninth  child,  nothing  can  be  told.  Anna,  the 
youngest,  was  married  to  Samuel  Rossiter. 

William  Ward,  the  lineal  ancestor  of  William 
Ward,  of  the  present  generation,  was  the  sixth  of 
this  large  family.  He  was  born  Oct.  18,  167S,  and 
died  Dec.  iS,  1768.  He  married  Lettis,  a  daughter 
of  John  Beach,  of  Wallingford,  and  to  them  came 
eleven  children,  the  seventh  of  whom.  John,  was 
Mr.  Ward's  great-great-grandfather.  The  others, 
with  the  years  of  their  respective  births,  were  as 
follows:  Mecock,  1702;  William,  1705;  Amy, 
1707;  'Mary,  1708;  Ambrose,  1709:  Lettis,  1711; 
Pryal,  1716;  Arab,  1718;  Zenas,  1720;  and  Titus, 
1723.  A  record  of  the  marriage  of  each  has  been 
preserved,  with  the  exception  of  Titus,  of  whom 
nothing  is  known.  ]\[ecock  married  Hannah  Tyler, 
and  after  her  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  2,  1759, 
he  was  married  to  Widow  Mary  Hulls ;  he  died  May 
6,  1783.  William  married  Abigail  Crampton 
(whose  father,  John,  was  a  resident  of  East  Guil- 
ford), and  died  Dec.  19,  1761.  Amy  was  united 
to  Samuel  Fowler,  and  Mary  to  Phineas  Atwater, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.  Ambrose  married  Rachel  Dor- 
man.  Lettis  was  the  wife  of  Daniel  Curtis.  Pryal 
married  Daniel  Pickett,  of  Stratford.  Arab  was 
joined  to  Phcebe  Towner.  Zenas  was  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Mary  Bates,  and  after  her  death  to 
Patience  Square. 

John  Ward,  born  in  1714,  was  a  druggist  in 
Wallingford,  where  he  died  Dec.  2,  1754.  On  May 
II,  1736,  he  married  Elizabeth  A'bernethy,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  sons  and  two  daughters :  Phe- 
lus,  born  April  24,  1737,  married  Lydia  Meigs,  and 
died  April  24,  1804;  his  first  wife  having  passed 
away  June  14,  1775,  he  married  Sarah  Shelly,  who 
died  in  1823.  Abel,  born  July  i,  1740.  died  in 
childhood.  Titus  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
William  Ward.  Martha,  born  July  16.  1744,  mar- 
ried William  Carter,  June  8,  1762.  Eunice,  born 
July  17,  1746,  on  Dec.  5,  1773,  becam.e  Mrs.  David 
Cook.  John  (i),  born  May  24,  1748,  died  in  in- 
fancy. John  (2)  was  born  Nov.  19,  1751,  but 
nothing  else  is  known  concerning  him. 

Titus  Ward  was  born  March  10,  1742,  and  on 
June  7,  1763,  married  Amy  Smith.  He  had  an  ad- 
venturous spirit,  and  from  his  boyhood  a  sea-faring 
life  appeared  to  him  the  most  delightful  on  earth. 
In  time  he  owned  and  commanded  a  vessel  sailing 
between  the  port  of  New  York  and  the  West  In- 
dies. The  family  tradition  is  that  during  the  war 
for  independence  his  vessel  sailed  from  the  port 
of  New  Haven,  and  was  captured  by  the  British, 
and  he  was  put  aboard  a  British  prison  ship,  where 
he  starved  to  death;  His  home,  when  on  shore, 
was  in  Wallingford.  Ten  children  were  lx)rn  to 
him,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 


Sylvia,  Aug.  8,  1764;  Abel,  May  24,  1766;  Titus, 
^^arch  30,  1768;  Betsey,  March  22,  1770;  Nancy, 
June  10,  1772;  John,  May  12,  1774;  Sarah,  May 
25.  1776;  William,  Jan.  5,  1780;  Statice,  Feb.  16, 
1782;  Pauline,  alxjut  1783.  Sylvia  married  Isaac 
Plumb,  of  Milford,  and  removed  to  Ogdensburg, 
N.  Y.,  where  she  died  Jan.  18,  1841.  Titus  mar- 
ried Sarah  Smith,  and  died  in  the  West  Indies  in 
1S05.  Betsey  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Beach, 
and  died  in  Orange,  New  Haven  county.  Nancy 
was  married  to  Joseph  Nichols,  proprietor  of  the 
"Eagle  Hotel"  in  New  Haven  ;  she  died  in  that  city 
Sept.  16,  1855,  ^id  he  in  New  York  June  16,  1819. 
John  and  William  tiled  in  boyhood.  Sarah,  who 
became  Airs.  Elijah  Prindle,  of  Milford,  died  Aug. 
17,  1827.  Statice  was  Airs.  Burough  Wright,  of 
New  Haven.  Pauline  was  twice  married,  first  to 
James  H.  Blinn,  and  afterward  to  Isaac  Frost;  she 
died  in  1842  or  1843. 

Abel  Ward,  the  second  child  and  eldest  son  of 
Titus,  and  the  grandfather  of  William  \\'ard,  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  died  in  the  town  of 
Woodbridge,  now  Bethany,  Oct.  9,  1792.  He  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Rachel  Hotchkiss,  who  died 
iii  1787,  and  afterward  to  Anna  Wheeler.  To  the 
first  union  came  one  son,  Richard,  born  Sept.  21. 
1787;  and  to  the  second  marriage  one  daughter, 
Rachel,  born  Jan.  23,  1792,  who  married  Jervis 
Sommers,  a  farmer  of  Southbury. 

Richard  Ward,  the  father  of  William,  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town,  Woodbridge. 
learning  the  trade  of  a  millwright.  Desirous  of 
visiting  new  scenes  and  hoping  to  impro_ve  his  con- 
dition he  traveled  to  the  South  and  the  West,  mak- 
ing part  of  the  journey  on  foot.  Finding  no  busi- 
ness which  suited  him  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  to  make  his  home  in  Naugatuck.  There  he 
perceived  an  opening  for  the  erection  of  a  linseed 
oil  mill,  and  having  secured  financial  support  he 
entered  into  a  co-partnership  for  the  establishment 
of  a  plant.  In  iSio  he  ibecame  part  owner  in  one 
mill  and  not  many  years  afterward  he  built  a  new 
mill  and  occupied  it  with  others  for  a  number  of 
years.  While  this  business  enterprise  was  in  prog- 
ress he  met  and  married  Roxanna  Hoadley.  their 
wedding  being  solemnized  Dec.  15,  1811.  bv  Rev. 
Mr.  Dodd.  Mrs.  Richard  Ward  was  bom  in 
Naugatuck  July  15,  17S7,  daughter  of  Culpepper 
tfoadley,  who  was  a  drummer  boy  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  a  descendant  of  the  old  English 
family  of  that  name,  a  member  of  which  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Saybrook.  Richard  Ward  died 
March  2,  185 1,  and  his  wife  Feb.  6,  1865.  They 
had  five  children,  of  w-hom  William  was  the  young- 
est;  Lewis  was  born  Sept.  27,  1812;  Lauren,  Dec. 
27,  1814;  Maria.  Feb.  11,  1819:  and  Marv,  Feb. 
17,  1823.  Lewis  was  a  man  of  many  vocations, 
being  first  a  shoemaker,  next  a  contractor  and  later 
a  maker  of  spokes.  He  was  married  April  19,  1835, 
to  Mary  Ann  Curtis,  of  Huntington,  Conn.,  and 
died  Aug.  3,  1878.    Lauren  passed  the  greater  part 


126 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  his  life  in  Nauqi^atuck,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  famous  as  a  clockmakcr.  Later  he  constructed 
machinery  of  especial  pattern  to  fill  private  orders, 
and  after  remaining  for  several  years  with  the  Wat- 
erbury  Hook  &  Eye  Co.  (first  in  \Vatcrbury  and 
later  in  Torrington)  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
his  brother,  William,  in  the  manufacture  of  curtain 
rings  and  other  small  wares  of  brass.  Their  busi- 
ness associations  lasted  thirty-two  years.  In  1840 
he  married  Emily  Hotchkiss,  who  died  Jan.  19, 
1887,  and  he  passed  away  Jan.  4,  1898.  JNIaria,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Richard,  is  the  widow  of  Ralph 
Smith,  a  carriage  maker,  of  Litchfield  county,  whom 
she  married  Nov.  23,  1842.  jNIary  married  Feb.  17, 
1841,  Ganoe  Potter,  a  tailor,  who  yet  lives  in  Plain- 
ville;  she  died  Aug.  2,  1842. 

William  Ward  was  born  March  7,  1825,  in 
Naugatuck.  When  a  boy  he  attended  the  local 
schools  and  at  a  suitable  age  began  work  in  the 
satinette  mill  of  William  DeForest  &  Co.  From 
there  he  went  to  Litchfield  county,  where  for  eigh- 
teen months  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  wagon- 
maker,  learning  the  trade,  which  he  thereafter  fol- 
lowed for  several  years  at  Naugatuck  and  New 
Haven,  remaining  in  the  last  named  city  from  the 
autumn  of  1849  ^^  1864.  During  this  time  he  man- 
aged, through  industry,  assiduity  and  economy,  to 
accumulate  sufficient  capital  to  enable  him  to  em- 
bark in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  went  on 
a  prospecting  tour  to  Colorado,  where  he  remained 
twenty-two  months.  In  1866  he  once  more  re- 
turned to  Naugatuck,  where  he  and  his  brother 
formed  a  partnership,,  as  already  mentioned.  The 
business  proved  profitable,  but  he  has  not  confined 
his  attention  wholly  to  the  aflfairs  of  L.  &  W.  Ward. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Naugatuck  Savings  Bank,  of 
which  for  several  years  he  has  been  president  and 
holds  the  same  position  in  the  Naugatuck  Water 
Co.,  bringing  to  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties 
ripe  business  experience,  keen  sagacity  and  tried 
fidelity.  He  is  a  man  of  enlightened  public  spirit, 
always  ready  to  aid,  by  counsel  and  purse,  every 
well-conceived  project  for  the  public  good.  He 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  restoration 
of  the  ancient  cemetery,  which  was  rapidly  going  to 
decay,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Grove  Cemetery  Association.  In  early  life  he  was 
a  W^hig,  hut  since  1856  he  has  acted  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  although  never  actively  interested 
in  politics  outside  of  his  native  town.  In  matters  of 
local  history  Mr.  Ward  is  an  acknowledged  author- 
ity. In  his  archives  he  holds  scores  of  ancient 
deeds,  and  the  genealogy  of  the  old  families  of  New 
Haven  county  is  to  him  an  open  book.  Lawyers 
constantly  consult  hini  as  an  antiquarian.  Desp.'te 
his  seventy-seven  years  he  is  light  of  step  and  alert 
of  body,  with  unclouded  memory  and  an  active 
brain. 

On  May  2,  1852,  Mr.  Ward  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Hine,  of  Milford.  Three  daughters 
have  come  to  them:    Emmie  E.,  born  May  6,  1853, 


in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  P. 
Hatch,  of  Stamford,  Conn. ;  Alice  M.,  born  Feb.  4, 
1856,  in  New  Haven,  married  Charles  A.  Briggs, 
aiid  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Brooklvn,  Windham 
Co.,  Conn. ;  and  Josephine  B.,  born  in  New  Haven 
Oct.  22,  1864,  is  now  Mrs..  Clarence  Isbell,  of  Stam- 
ford, Connecticut. 

CHARLES  E.  LONGDEN.  The  prosperitv 
of  any  community  depends  upon  its  business  activ- 
ity, and  the  enterprise  manifested  in  commercial 
circles  is  the  foundation  upon  which  is  built  the 
material  welfare  of  town.  State  and  Nation.  The 
most  important  factors  at  the  present  dav  are  there- 
fore the  men  who  are  in  control  of  successful  busi- 
ness interests,  and  such  a  one  is  Charles  E.  Long- 
den,  of  Hamden,  who- was  the  founder,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  ending  in  April,  1901,  the  su- 
perintendent and  secretary,  of  the  Seamless  Rubber 
Co.,  of  New  Haven.  The  history  of  Mr.  Longden's 
life  is  closely  identified  with  a  line  of  manufacturing 
for  which  Connecticut  is  noted,  the  rubber  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  manufacture  of  seamless  rubber 
goods_  he  was  the  pioneer  in  America.  The  busi- 
ness, in  common  with  so  many  that  have  assumed 
large  proportions,  had  a  very  modest  beginning, 
and  a  hard  struggle  at  first  for  a  mere  existence. 

Mr.  Longden  comes  of  a  family,  several  mem- 
bers of  whom  seem  to  have  been  endowed  with 
much  more  than  the  ordinary  mechanical  ingenuitv 
and  skill.  The  Longdens  are  of  English  origin, 
coming  from  Lincolnshire,  and  while  not  as  long 
established  in  Connecticut  as  many  of  those  herein 
mentioned,  its  members  have  certainly  become 
prominent  in  the  lines  with  which  they  have  been 
identified.  Charles  E.  Longden  was  born  in  Bos- 
ton, Lincolnshire,  England,  Slarch  21.  1840.  one  of 
the  younger  children  of  the  large  family  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Mary  A.  Longden.  James  Longden. 
father  of  William  H.,  fought  under  Nelson.  Of 
the  fourteen  children  of  William  H.  and  Mary  A. 
Longden,  twelve  lived  to  adult  ages.  There  were 
four  sons,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz. :  Will- 
iam H..  a  machinist  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  who  has 
two  children,  Teresa  and  William  H.,  Jr. ;  Charles 
E.,  our  subject;  and  Elmer  A.,  of  Bridgeport. 
William  H.  Longden,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
skilled  mechanic.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
alone,  his  wife  and  family  joining  him  not 
long  afterward.  His  first  location  was  at  Nauga- 
tuck, Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  Lyman  Brad- 
ley for  a  few  years,  and  later  he  was  with  Ben- 
jamin H.  Moss,  a  knife  manufacturer,  of  Water- 
ville.  Conn.  Mr.  Longden  was  the  first  knife  blade 
forger  in  America,  and  made  the  first  blades  for  the 
manufacturers  here  when  they  were  experimenting 
with  same,  carrying  on  this  work  at  what  was 
then  called  Salem  Bridge,  Conn.  _  He  was  an  ex- 
pert in  his  line,  and  his  skill  and  ideas  brought 
much  money  into  the  hands  of  his  employers.  He 
died  at  Watervdlle,  in  1878,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
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liis  wife  passing  away  in  18.^9  at  about  the  same 
age.  They  are  buried  in  Riverside  cemetery  at 
Watcrbury. 

Charles  E.  Longdcn  was  but  an  infant  when 
brought  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Watcrville, 
Conn.  The  voyage  was  a  long  one,  lasting  over 
thirty  days.  In  \Vaterville  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  educaticn  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  After  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
did  not  attend  regularly,  so  that  all  in  all  his  ad- 
vantages were  somewhat  limited.  I-"rom  early  boy- 
hood he  was  somewhat  "handy"  with  tools,  and 
showed  adaptncss  for  work  around  machinery,  and 
before  he  was  far  advanced  in  his  teens  he  began 
work  as  a  forger  in  a  knife  maiuifactory,  being 
thus  employed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  until 
after   the   breaking  out   of   the   Civil   war. 

On  Aug.  5,  1862.  our  subject  enlisted,  becom- 
ing a  private  in  the  first  detachment  of  the  2d  Con- 
necticut Light  Battery,  and  the  first  important  en- 
gagement in  which  he  took  part  was  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  Later  he  went  with  his  command  to 
New  York  to  cjuell  the  riot  in  that  city,  and  re- 
mained there  on  duty  for  six  weeks,  after  which 
he  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  with  the  Army  of 
the  Gulf  operated  around  that  city.  As  a  part  of 
the  land  battery  they  assisted  Farragut  in  taking 
Fort  Morgan,  at  the  entrance  of  Mobile  Bay,  and 
then  went  to  Pensacola,  Fla.  Later  they  crossed 
the  Bay  to  Mobile,  and  helped  take  what  was 
known  as  Spanish  Fort,  a  few  days  before  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee.  Mr.  Longden  was  with  his 
detachment  all  through  the  war,  and  took  an  active 
•part  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  they  partici- 
pated. He  was  honorably  discharged  at  New  Ha- 
ven Sept.  10,  1865,  and  returned  to  W'aterville. 

A  few  months  after  his  return  from  the  serv- 
ice Mr.  Longden  went  to  Naugatuck,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Knife  &  Cutlery  Co. 
until  1873.  In  that  year  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself  at  Prospect,  near  Naugatuck.  as  a  man- 
ufacturer of  harness  trimmings,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  1875,  when,  in  company  with  George 
Hine,  he  erected  a  plant  at  Union  City  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  seamless  rubber  goods,  he  be- 
ing the  inventor  of  the  seamless  method  and  the 
pioneer  manufacturer  in  America.  Two  years  later 
a  stock  company  was  organized  under  the  name  of 
the  Seamless  Rubber  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Longden 
became  secretary  and  superintendent,  and  in  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  the  establishment  was  moved  to  New 
Haven,  where  business  has  since  been  carried  on. 
and  where  are  manufactured  all  kinds  of  seamless 
rubber  goods.  Employment  is  furnished  to  from 
300  to  400  men  and  women.  In  April.  1901,  Mr. 
Longden  severed  his  relations  with  this  company. 
During  his  connection  therewith  it  was  a  recognized 
fact  that  his  services  were  of  far  greater  value  to 
the  concern  than  might  be  expected  even  of  one 
filling  successfuUv  so  important  an  incumbency. 
Not  only  his  managerial  skill,  but  also  his  inventive 
genius,  contributed  toward  the  success  of  the  busi- 


I  ness,  in  which  as  its  founder  he  felt  a  keen  pride. 
I  Laboring  for  its  advancement,  he  taxed  his  powers 
I  of  invention,   year   after   year   improving   the   ma- 
chinery and  adding  to  the  assets  and  earning  ca- 
pacity of  the  plant  by  living  to  it  a  number  of  val- 
uable patents  that  facilitated  the  manufacture  of  its 
product,   which  bore  a  distinctive  mark  of  super- 
iority in  the  judgment  of  the  consumer.     Several  of 
'  these  patents  gave  the  concern  a  practical  monopoly 
i  of  certain  goods,  and  likewise  enabled  them  to  take 
I  a  foremost  rank  among  manufacturers  in  that  line. 
!   Mr.   Longden's   recompense   for  all   this,  however, 
was  no  more  than  his  share  as  an  ordinary  stock- 
i  holder  entitled  him  to,  every  other  holder  of  stock 
being  equally   benefited.      Mr.    Longden   has   taken 
I  out  at  least  a   dozen   patents  on   diti'erent   articles 
I  and  devices.     Two  years  before  he  severed  his  con- 
j  nection  with  the  company  he  took  out  a  patent  for 
!  the    automatic    manufacture    of    seamless    rubber 
goods.    On  May  30,  1899,  he  patented  a  stopper  for 
;  a  hot-water  bottle,  which  at  the  time  was  the  best 
thing  of  its  kind   in   existence.     These  and  many 
I  others  were  practically  given  over  to  the  company, 
so  interested  was  he  in  its  prosperity.     Had  he  been 
;  less  unselfish  he  could  doubtless  have  realized  thou- 
i  sands  of   dollars   on   his   own   account.     On   Sept. 
I   17,    1901,   he   patented   an   improved    rubber   bottle 
!  stopper,  which  patent  he  retains.     This  is  undoubt- 
\  edly  the  best  article  of  its  kind  now  known,  and 
;  should  prove  extremely  valuable  to  its  owner.     Our 
!  subject's  skill  as  a  mechanic  and  his  great  inventive 
;  genius  were  quite  effectively  shown  when  he  first 
;  embarked  in  the  rubber  business,  at  which  time  he 
I  designed  all,  and  made  most  of,  the  tools  and  ma- 
I  chinery  necessary  in  the  first  manufacture  of  seam- 
less rubber  goods.     He  made  the  first   rubber  bi- 
i  cvcle  tire  turned  out  in  America,  tires  having  pre- 
I  viously  been  imported,  and  was  the  sole  manufact- 
I  urer  for  the  first  three  years  that  this  article  was 
I  made  in  the  United  States. 

!         Mr.  Longden  was  married,  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
I  Jan.    I,    1867,  by  Rev.   Dr.   Clark,   to   Miss   Sarah 
'  Taylor,  of  Naugatuck,  who  was  born  Feb.  27,  1847. 
:   in    Sheffield,    England,    daughter    of    Thomas    and 
I  Mary  Ta_\lor.     Mrs.  Longden  was  a  child  of  five 
years  when  brought  to  the  United  States :  the  voy- 
age   lasted    over    sixty    days.      Mr.    Longden    has 
been  fortunate  in  his  selection  of  a  wife,  as  Mrs. 
,  Longden  has,  by  her  able  assistance  and  counsel, 
proven  a  most  valuable  helpmate.     Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Longden    have    had     two    children,    of   whom     the 
younger    died    in    infancy.     Emma    L.   is  now  the 
wife  of  Edward  R.  Street,  manager  of  the  Evening 
Leader,  in  New  Haven,  and  has  two  children,  Allen 
[  Taylor  and  Phyllis. 

Whatever  the  capacity  in  which  ^Ir.  Longden 
has  acted  he  has  shown  an  unusual  ability  for  both 
mental  and  physical  labor.  He  possesses  a  robust 
constitution,  and  for  one  of  his  years  is  most  re- 
markably well  preserved,  being  to  all  appearances 
a  decade  younger  than  he  really  is.  This  circum- 
,  stance  mav  be  attributed,  to  no  small  extent,  to  his 
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fondness  for  and  indulg'cnce  in  athletics,  esp>ccially 
outdoor  sports.  From  his  youth  he  has  been  more 
than  an  ordinary  athlete.  I-"or  several  years  when 
a  young  man  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
strongest  base-ball  teams  in  western  Connecticut, 
their  success  entitling  them  to  a  position  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  amateur  teams  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Longden's  fondness  for  outdoor  sport  has  never 
decreased,  and  has  been  gratified  along  such  lines 
as  his  advancing  years  and  the  demands  of  his 
business  life  pennitted.  He  has  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Gun  Club, 
of  which  for  eight  years  he  was  president,  and  has 
shown  wonderful  skill  with  the  shotgun,  his  reputa- 
tion extending  outside  of  the  city  and  State;  he  has 
met  in  competition  many  of  the  noted  shots  in  the 
United  States,  with  more  than  a  fair  degree  of 
success.  Fraternally  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79,  F.  &  A.  AI.  Though  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  Ovlr. 
Longden  is  by  no  means  a  politician,  taking  simply 
the  interest  of  a  public-spirited  citizen  in  party 
affairs. 

Mr.  Longden  made  his  home  in  New  Haven 
continuously  from  1877  ^'^  ^895,  when  he  bought 
the  farm  of  forty  acres  where  he  now  lives,  resid- 
ing there  during  the  summer  months  until  1899, 
when  he  built  the  excellent  home  there  which  he 
has  since  occupied.  The  farm  is  situated  on  the 
Hartford  turnpike,  a  short  distance  north  of  New 
Haven,  and  Mr.  Longden  has  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  the  place,  converting  it  into  a  fruit 
farm.  It  is  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  su- 
burban homes  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven.  Mr. 
Longden's  life  is  a  practical  illustration  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  through  industry,  persever- 
ance, good  management  and  a  determination  to 
succeed.  He  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  self- 
made  man,  and  the  qualities  which  have  won  him 
success  are  not  made  less  agreeable  by  the  air  of 
self-assertion  which  so  often  marks  a  career  like 
his.  Indeed  his  relations  with  others  have  been 
invariabl}'  marked  by  modesty,  and  he  has  shown 
a  decided  distaste  for  prominence. 

CHARLES  H.  NETTLETON.  Among  the 
names  of  those  who  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
development  of  all  that  is  good  in  the  community, 
the  honest  historian  of  this  vicinity  must  write  that 
of  Charles  H.  Nettleton  who,  born  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  in  the  year  1850,  soon  moved  with  his  par- 
ents, Charles  and  Ellen  (Hine)  Nettleton,  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  fitted  for  the  College  of  the  Citv  of 
New  York,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1870. 

In  1871  Mr.  Nettleton  came  to  reside  in  Derby, 
Conn.,    and    immediately    entered   upon    a   business 
career  which   has   been   marked   by  si.gnal   success. 
Being  interested  in  the  Derby  Gas  Company  he  at   i 
once  took  charge  of  the  construction  of  its  plant,   , 


and  has  continuously  since  that  time  held  the  office 
of  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  corpora- 
tion.    The  importance  of  tliis  position  is  manifest 
when  we  remember  that  the  company  supplies  the 
gas  and  electric  light,  both  private  and  public,  for 
the  cities  of  Ansonia  and  Derby  and  the  borough  of 
Shelton,  besides  furnishing  electricity  for  manufac- 
turing purposes   in   these  municipalities.     In    1874 
Mr.  Nettleton  was  chosen  manager  of  the  Birming- 
ham  Water   Company    (of   which   he   is   the   treas- 
urer), and  still  serves  the  concern  in  that  capacitv. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Birmingham 
National    Bank,   located   at   Derby,   through    which 
the  banking  business  of  Derby  and  Shelton  is  trans- 
acted, and  still   occupies  that  position.     For  many 
years  Mr.  Nettleton  has  been  an  acknowledged  au- 
thority in  the  manufacture  and   distribution  of  il- 
luminating gas  and  allied  industries,  having  intro- 
duced  into   the  community  all   the  most  approved 
I  methods  for  utilizing  the  commodities  placed  upon 
\  the  market  by  the  Derby  Gas  Companv.     He  has 
j  been  prominently  identified  with  the  New  England 
I  Gas  Association,  of  which  he  was  secretarv  from 
;  1885  to  1891  and  president  from  1893  to  1894.     In 
1897  he  was  the  president  of  the  American  Gaslight 
j  Association.    Upon  the  removal  of  Hon.  H.  Holton 
i  Wood  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  his  consequent  resig- 
I  nation  as  president  of  the  Derby  and  Shelton  Board 
of  Trade.  Mr.  Nettleton  was  chosen  to  fill    the  im- 
portant  office   thus   made  vacant. 

The  business  and  social  interests  of  Derbv  and 
Shelton  are  so  interminably  interwoven  that  the 
inore  prominent  citizens  of  the  one  municipalitv  are 
often  equally  identified  with  the  other.  Tliis  is 
true  of  Mr.  Nettleton ;  but  while  his  vast  business 
enterprises  seem  to  center  largely  in  Derbv,  his 
beautiful  home  and  extensive  grounds  are  situated 
on  the  Shelton  banks  of  the  Housatonic  river,  and 
he  is  always  loyal  in  his  devotion  to  the  town  and 
borough  in  which  he  resides.  All  measures  con- 
ducive to  their  true  advancement  have  alwavs  re- 
ceived his  hearty  support.  When  Shelton  was  in- 
corporated as  a  borough  Mr.  Nettleton  was  elected 
its  first  warden  and  served  in  that  capacitv  for  two 
official  terms  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the 
municipality,  in  which  many  improvements  were 
carried  forward  under  his  administration.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Nettleton  is  an  unswerving  Republican — 
one  whose  devotion  to  his  partv  has  never  been 
doubted.  With  him  Republicanism  Is  a  conviction 
and  its  success  in  Huntington  is  in  part  attributed  to 
his  suggestions  and  support.  Yet,  however  strong 
his  party  affiliations  may  be.  in  him  the  upright  pa- 
triot is  never  lost  in  an  office-seeking  politician : 
and  it  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that  he  represents 
the  type  of  citizen  in  whom,  as  voter  and  statesman, 
rests  the  hope  of  the  State  and  Nation,  and  all  that 
is  best  in  American  civilization. 

Mr.  Nettleton  is  a  vestryman  of  St.  James 
Church,  Derby,  and  has  served  as  treasurer  of  that 
society  since  1885.     In  these  davs  of  intense  com- 
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petition  which  try  the  moral  fibre  of  men  he  has 
reached  an  enviable  eminence  in  the  business  world, 
while  yet  a  comparatively  young  man,  living  mean- 
while a  life  so  true  that  those  who  know  him  best 
love  him  most.     With  him 

"To  do  the  will  is  more  than  creeds 
As  words  are  less  than  deeds." 

With  marked  executive  ability,  undoubted  moral 
integrity,  and  a  dignity  which,  to  a  stranger,  might 
seem  severe,  Mr.  Xettleton  has  a  kind,  genial  na- 
ture. No  man  abhors  more  deeply  than  he  any- 
thing like  a  Pharisaical  display  of  virtue  or  benev- 
olence, yet  it  is  but  justice  to  add  that  he  never 
turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  worthy  poor, 
many  of  whom  have  found  in  him  a  friend  in  their 
necessity,  while  many  a  young  man  owes  his  success 
in  life  to  his  wise  counsel  and  substantial  encour- 
agement. 

In  1874  jMr.  Xettleton  was  married  to  Miss 
Katherine  Arnold,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Ar- 
nold, a  prominent  citizen  of  Derby,  and  two  daugh- 
ters—christened Katherine  Arnold  and  Ellen  Ar- 
nold— were  born  to  them,  the  former  on  June  29, 
1880,  and  the  latter  on  July  21,  1883. 

DWIGHT.  Few  families  in  the  annals  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut,  from  the  early  Colonial 
period  to  the  present,  have  been  more  conspicuous 
than  the  one  whose  name  is  here  given.  We  have  in 
mind  the  ancestral  line  of  the  venerable  Rev.  Tim- 
othy Dwight,  D.  D.,  of  Xew  Haven,  late  President 
of  Yale  University,  and  the  immediate  familv  of  the 
first  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight.  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  also 
President  of  Yale,  and  of  these  it  is  the  purpose  of 
this  article  to  briefly  treat. 

Rev.  Timothy  Dwight,  D.  D.,  of  X^ew  Haven, 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Susan  (Breed)  Dwight.  and 
a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from  John 
Dwight.  the  common  ancestor,  it  is  believed,  of  all 
the  Dwights  in  this  countrv-,  who  with  his  wife, 
Hannah,  and  two  sons  came  from  Dedham,  Eng- 
land, to  Xew  England  in  1634  or  1635,  settling 
first  in  Watertown.  ^[ass,  of  which  town  he  was 
a  proprietor.  He  early  removed  to  Dedham,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  of  means  and  an  eminently  use- 
ful citizen  and  a  Christian.  He  was  selectman  for 
sixteen  years.  He  died  Jan.  24,  1660,  and  his  wife, 
Hannah,  passed  away  Sept.  5,  1656. 

From  this  emigrant  settler  Dr.  Dwight's  line 
is  through  Capt.  Timotli\-.  Justice  X'athaniel.  Col. 
Timothv.  Maj.  Timothy,  President  Timothy  and 
James  Dwight 

(II)  Capt.  Timothy  Dwight,  son  of  John,  bom 
in  England,  in  1629,  came  to  this  country  with 
his  father  in  1634-5.  He  was  for  ten  years  town 
clerk,  selectman  for  twenty-five  years  and  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  town  in  the  General  Court  in 
1691-2.  He  was  cornet  of  a  troop  in  his  younger 
years,  and  afterwards  a  captain  of  foot.     He  went 


out  ten  times  against  the  Indians.  He  married 
(third)  Jan.  9,  1665,  Anna  Flint,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Henry,  of  Jjraintree.  Mass.  Capt.  Dwight  died 
Jan.  31,  1717,  and  his  wife  Anna  died  Jan.  20, 
1686. 

(III)  Justice  Xathaniel  Dwight,  son  of  Capt. 
Timothy,  bom  Nov.  20,  1666,  removed  from  Ded- 
ham to  Hatfield,  Mass.,  at  first,  and  afterwards 
(about  1695)  to  Xorthampton,  where  he  passed  the 
remaining  sixteen  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
trader  and  farmer,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
surveyor  of  land  on  a  large  scale.  He  married 
Dec.  9,  1693,  Mehitable  Partridge,  born  Aug.  26, 
1675,  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Partridge,  of  Hat- 
field, Mass.,  and  Mehitable  Crow.  Justice  Dwight 
died  Xov.  7,  171 1.  His  wife  lived  in  widowhood 
for  forty-five  years,  and  died  at  Xorthampton  Oct. 
19,   1756. 

(IV)  Col.  Timothy  Dwight,  son  of  Justice  Xa- 
thaniel, born  Oct.  19,  1694,  at  Hatfield,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried Aug.  16,  1716,  Experience  King,  born  April 
17,  1693,  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  King  (2),  of 
Xorthampton.  and  ^lehitable  Pomeroy,  a'nd  lived 
and  died  in  Xorthampton.  He  was  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his 
talents  and  his  worth.  He  possessed  ample  means, 
and  was  much  engaged  in  matters  of  business,  pri- 
vate and  public.  He  was  especially  remarkable  for 
his  great  energy  and  decision  of  character — a  man 
of  great  influence.  He  was  selectman,  judge  of  pro- 
bate and  of  the  countv  court  of  Hampshire  county^ 
then  including  in  it  also  what  is  now  Berkshire,  be- 
ing some  of  the  time  its  Chief  Justice.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  representative  from  the  town  in  the- 
Legislature.  He  was  colonel  of  a  regiment,  and  in 
the  old  French  war  was  captain  of  a  company.  He 
figured  conspicuously  on  the  frontier.  He  died 
April  30,  1771,  and  his  wife  passed  awav  Dec.  15, 

(V)  Major  Timothy  Dwight,  son  of  Col.  Tim- 
othy, born  at  Fort  Dummer,  Vt.,  May  17,  1726 
(his  birth  and  death  both  occurring  away  from 
home),  was  graduated  at  Yale  in  1744,  married 
Xov.  8,  1750,  Mary  Edwards,  born  April  4.  1734, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  of  X'orth- 
ampton,  Mass.,  and  Sarah  Pierpont.  !Major  Dwight 
was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1744,  and  became  a 
merchant  of  Xorthampton.  He  was  selectman, 
1760-74:  town  recorder,  1760-75:  register  of  prc^ 
bate  and  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
1758-74,  succeeding  the  father  in  the  same  posi- 
tion, who  resigned  it  in  1757.  He  was  a  man  oi 
large  phxsique,  six  feet  four  inches  in  height,  of 
fine  proportions  and  great  physical  strength.  He 
purchased  a  large  body  of  land  at  X'atchez,  Miss., 
in  1776,  went  thither  and  there  tlied  June  10.  1777. 
His  wife  died  at  Xorthampton  Feb.  28.   1807. 

(\T)  President  Timothy  Dwight,  son  of  Ma- 
jor Timotliy.  born  May  14,  1752,  at  X'orthampton, 
Mass.,  married  March  3,  1777.  Mary,  born  .\pril 
II,   1754,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Woolsey,  of  Do- 
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soris,  L.  I.,  and  Esther  Isaacs,  of  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut. 

Yoiin^  Dwight  spent  one  year  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  under  Rev.  Enoch  J-Iuntington,  ui  preparation 
for  college.  He  was  grachiated  from  Yale  College 
at  seventeen,  and  ever  afterward  supported  himself. 
He  taught  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  at  New 
Haven  for  two  years,  and  was  tutor  in  Yale,  1771- 
77,  and  during  this  time  he  went  thoroughly 
through,  for  his  own  pleasure  and  profit,  the  Prin- 
ciptifl  of  Newton ;  and  he  also  pursued  the  study 
of  law,  with  the  expectation  of  making  it  his  chosen 
profession  for  life.  In  1774  he  made  an  open  pro- 
fession of  religion,  and  turned  away  his  thoughts 
from  the  many  brilliant  inducements  otTered  him 
to  enter  upon  legal  practice  and  political  life. 

Mr.  Dwight  was  among  the  earliest  aflvocates 
of  the  independence  of  the  American  colonies,  be- 
ing in  his  Vidiole  mental  makeup  a  man  of  progress 
and  of  patriotism,  and  was  swayed  by  his  ideas  of 
what  was  right  and  best,  instead  of  by  his  fears 
of  what  might  come  out  of  the  effort  to  put  them 
into  effect.  In  June.  1777.  he  was  licensetl  to 
preach,  and  in  September  following  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  chaplain  in  the  army  in  Gen.  Parsons' 
"brigade,  but  owing  to  his  father's  death  he  resigned 
the  position  in  March,  1779.  going  to  Xorthampton 
to  comfort  and  aid  his  mother  in  her  great  bereave- 
ment, and  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
large  family  cast  upon  his  care,  which  he  did  by 
carrying  on  the  farm,  teaching  and  preaching.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
in  1782,  and  was  there  urged  to  accept  a  nomina- 
tion for  Congress,  but  he  refused  to  be  drawn  away 
from  the  Church.  In  November,  1783,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one,  he  entered  upon  a  rural  pastorate, 
accepting  a  call  to  Greenfield  Hill.  F'airfield  coun- 
ty, and  for  twelve  succeeding  years  performed  his 
duties  laboriously  and  happily.  He  conducted  at 
the  same  time  a  large  and  prosperous  co-educa- 
tional school  during  the  whole  period. 

From  Greenfield  Hill  Rev.  Dwight  was  called, 
in  1795,  at  the  age  of  forty-three,  to  the  presidency 
of  Yale  College,  as  successor  to  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles, 
and  for  twenty-two  years  of  high  intellectual  and 
spiritual  activity  he  filled  out  the  full  measure  of 
his  capabilities  of  usefulness. 

The  published  works  of  President  Dwight 
would  fill  many,  many  volumes,  and  his  unpub- 
lished manuscript  would  fill  as  many  more.  He 
wrote  his  "Conquest  of  Canaan"  at  nineteen.  His 
pastoral  poem,  "Greenfield  Hill"  (1794),  in  which 
was  introduced  a  vivid  description  of  the  burning 
of  Fairfield  by  the  British  in  1779.  was  popular. 
His  "Tlieology  Explained  and  Defended"  •in  a 
course  of  173  sermons  (5  vol..  Middletown.  Conn., 
1818;  London,  1819:  new  edition  with  memoirs  bv 
his  son.  Rev.  Sereno  E.  Dwight,  New  York,  1846), 
has  gore  through  a  score  of  editions  in  this  coun- 
try and  at  least  100  aliroad,  and  on  it  rests  his 
reputation  as  a  theologian.     W'hile  chaplain  in  the 


anny  he  wrote  several  stirring,  jjatriotic  songs,  one 
of  which  "Columbia,"  became  a  general  favorite. 
He  won  great  merit  as  a  writer  of  sacred  lyrics. 
He  versified  thirty-three  of  David's  I'salms.  No 
other  American  poet  has  yet  written  so  many 
hymns  that  the  church  has  gladly  accepted  as  its 
own,  and  none  have  been  written  by  any  one  in  the 
land  which  have  been  greater  favorites  than  some 
that  have  come  from  his  [)cn.  His  "Travels  in 
New  England  and  New  York"  (4  vols.,  New  Ha- 
ven, 1821  ;  London,  1823)  was  pronounced  by  Rol>- 
ert  Southey  the  most  im|X)rtant  of  his  works.  He 
wrote  many   works  and  numerous  discourses. 

Probably  President  Dwight's  chief  services  to 
mankind  were  not  so  much  those  of  a  preacher  as 
of  a  teacher.  For  forty-si.x  years  continuouslv.  ex- 
cept the  one  and  a  little  more  of  his  chaplaincy  in 
the  army,  he  spent  the  united  force  of  his  great  in- 
tellect and  heart  girding  up  such  of  the  youth  of 
his  generation,  as  he  could  reach  with  his  influence, 
to  the  best  p>ossible  use  of  their  times  and  talents 
for  their  own  good  and  the  glory  of  God.  For 
twenty-one  years  of  this  period,  until  his  death, 
he  abounded,  in  every  way,  in  the  most  magnani- 
mous and  untiring  interest  in  the  duties  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  presidency  of  Yale.  On  this  long  and 
successful  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Yale 
College  Dr.  Dwight's  claims  to  distinction  largely 
rest.  When  he  assumed  control  there  were  but  no 
students ;  the  curriculum  was  still  narrow  and 
pedantic :  the  freshmen  were  in  bondage  to  the  up- 
per-class-men, and  they  in  turn  to  the  faculty. 
President  Dwight  abolished  the  primary  school  sys- 
tem and  established  among  the  class-men,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  faculty,  such  rules  as  are  usu- 
ally observed  by  gentlemen  in  social  intercourse. 
He  introduced  the  study  of  oratory  into  the  cur- 
riculum, and  himself  gave  lectures  on  style  and 
composition.  At  his  death  the  number  of  students 
had  increased  to  313. 

In  his  political  views  President  Dwight  was  a 
Federalist  of  the  Hamilton  school,  and  he  earnestly 
deprecated  the  introduction  of  French  ideas  of  ed- 
ucation. He  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1772, 
and  on  taking  it  delivered  a  dissertation  on  the 
history  and  poetry  of  the  Bible,  which  attracted 
much  attention.  He  received  the  degree  of  S.  T. 
D.  from  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1787.  and 
that  of  LL.  D.  in  1810  from  Harvard.  He  died 
while  president  of  Yale,  Jan.  11,  1S17. 

Several  of  the  brothers  of  President  Dwight 
were  men  of  prominence  and  distinction,  notablv 
Theodore  Dwight.  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  New 
York,  and  Dr.  Nathaniel,  for  a  time  assistant  sur- 
geon in  the  L'nited  States  army;  both  born  in 
Northampton,  Mass.,  in  1764  and  1770,  respective- 
ly. Theodore  studied  law  in  New  Haven  under  his 
cousin.  Judge  Picrrepont  Edwards,  and  Ijecame 
eminent  in  his  profession.  He  was  a  cousin  of 
Aaron  Burr  and  at  one  time  removed  to  New  York 
to   become    his    law    partner,    but    disagreed    with 
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Burr's  political  opinion  and  returned  to  Hartford, 
"vvhere  he  edited  the  Couraiit.  He  was  a  hrilliant 
writer  and  journalist.  He  published  for  a  time  the 
New  York  Daily  Advertiser.  He  died  in  New 
York  in  1846.  While  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  who 
studied  medicine  at  Hartford,  after  leaving  the 
service,  practiced  medicine  in  various  points  in  Con- 
necticut and  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

(VH)  James  Dwight,  son  of  President  Tim- 
othy, born  Sept.  i,  1784,  pursued  the  first  two  years 
of  the  college  course  at  Yale  (class  of  1804),  and 
went  into  the  hardware  business  with  his  brother 
Timothy,  at  New  Haven,  which  he  afterward  car- 
ried on  at  Petersburg,  Xs...  for  ten  years  or  more 
■with  success,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  and 
there  established  the  hardware  firm  of  James  & 
George  A.  Dwight.  In  later  life  he  returned  to 
the  South  and  spent  several  years  as  a  merchant  in 
Columbus,  Ga.  In  1854  he  retired  from  all  further 
active  business  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Dwight  was  thoroughly  upright  and  guile- 
less, while  also  clear  and  ardent  in  his  convictions, 
and  fearless  in  uttering  them.  The  sense  of  duty 
was  the  law  of  his  life.  He  was  very  fond  of  read- 
ing, at  all  limes  as  he  had  opportunity,  and  seemed 
almost  more  at  home  among  his  books  than  any 
where  else.  While  his  favorite  reading  was  of  the 
most  varied  kind,  as  especially  history,  poetry  and 
fiction,  he  loved  to  read  continually,  over  and  over 
again,  beyond  all  other  books,  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
which  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  read  from 
beginning  to  end  one  hundred  and  twelve  times. 
He  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Petersburg. 
Va.,  in  1824.  His  faith  in  God  was  simple  and  child- 
like. He  possessed  superior  business  qualities  and 
unfailing  energ}'  of  character  at  all  times.  He  was 
of  sanguine  temperament,  but  quite  self-distrustful 
in  his  religious  experiences.  The  mingled  earnest- 
ness and  gentleness  of  his  character  often  drew 
those  of  his  younger  kindred  who  knew  him  with 
tender  interest  to  his  side,  when  venerable  with 
years. 

On  Alarch  13,  181 1,  Mr.  Dwight  was  married 
to  Aurelia  Darling,  born  Jan.  11.  1788.  daughter 
of  Joseph  Darling,  :M.  D..  of  New  Haven,  and 
Aurelia  Mills.  She  died  Sept.  17,  1813,  and  he 
married  (second)  Aug.  8.  181 5,  Susan  Breed,  born 
in  Norwich,  Dec.  17.  1785.  daughter  of  John  Mc- 
Laren Breed  and  Rebecca  Walker. 

The  second  Mrs.  Dwight  had  a  nature  full  of 
energy  and  enthusiasm,  and  of  a  greatly  inspiring 
and  educating  influence  upon  her  children.  She 
felt  herself,  and  made  them  feel,  that  a  liberal  ed- 
ucation was.  next  to  personal  religion,  the  greatest 
blessing  of  life,  and  she  was  ready  at  all  times 
to  go  any  where,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  was  need- 
ful to  secure  that  most  precious  result.  No  dif- 
ficulties daunted  her  spirit,  and  as  ol)stacles  rose 
mto  view  before  her.  her  resolution  rose  at  <ince 
also  to  meet  and  conquer  them.    With  a  remarkable 


power  of  persuading  others  that  her  plans  were 
ever  wisest  and  best,  she  never  allowed  any  who 
trusted  in  her  leadership  to  see  her  foot  falter  or 
her  eye  quail  in  the  presence  of  disappointment  or 
defeat.  While  rejoicing  as  an  earnest  religious 
home  educator  in  all  signs  of  true  intellectual  and 
moral  growth  in  her  children,  she  was  at  the  same 
time  the  delightful  companion  of  their  every-day 
experiences  of  pleasure.  She  died  at  her  ancestral 
home  in  Norwich  Aug.  29,  1851,  and  ^Ir.  Dwight 
died  at  New  Haven  March  24,  1863.  One  child 
was  born  to  the  first  marriage — Elizabeth  Smith, 
born  July  20,  1812,  married  Aug.  29,  1833,  Ren- 
sselaer Havens,  of  New  York,  and  died  May  30, 
1848,  without  issue.  To  the  second  marriage 
were  born  children  as  follows:  (2)  Aurelia.  born 
July  31,  1816,  married  July  13,  1846.  Rev.  Richard 
Hociker  and  died  in  5s'ew  Haven  Jan.  25,  1874, 
leaving  one  son,  Thomas,  born  Sept.  3,  1849.  '" 
Macon,  Ga.,  was  graduated  at  Yale  in  1869,  and 
resides  in  New  Haven.  On  June  29,  1874,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Bowles,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
Bowles,  editor  of  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Repitb- 
lican.  and  ihey  have  had  three  children:  Aurelia 
Dwight,  who  died  Jan.  27,  1899,  in  her  twenty- 
fourth  year:  Richard,  who  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1899;  and  Thomas,  of  the  class  of  1903, 
Yale  University.  (3)  Timothy,  born  June  20, 
1820.  at  Norwich,  died  Aug.  11.  1822.  (4)  John 
Breed,  born  Dec.  8.  182 1,  in  Norwich,  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  in  1840.  was  a  tutor  there  in 
1843,  ^ii'l  died  Oct.  20,  of  that  year.  (5)  and 
(6),  James  McLaren  Breed  and  Timothy,  respect- 
ively, sketches  of  whom  follow. 

(VIII)  James  McLaren  Breed  Dwight.  son  of 
James,  born  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  Aug.  11,  1825, 
was  graduated  from  Yale  in  the  class  of  1846.  He 
was  a  tutor  in  that  institution  from  1849  to  1853, 
and  from  1854  to  1856  was  a  student  of  theology 
at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He 
was  graduated  from  Columbia  College  Law  School 
in  1861,  and  was  identified  with  that  mstitution  as 
an  instructor  in  law  from  1861.  to  1866,  and  also 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  New 
York  City.  For  a  number  of  years  following  i86g 
Mr.  Dwight  and  wife  were  traveling  abroad.  Their 
place  of  residence  had  been  changed  to  New  Ha- 
ven, where  the  widow  continues  to  reside.  A 
writer  speaking  of  'Sir.  Dwight  said :  "He  has 
enjoyed  to  a  re;narkable  degree  the  advantages  of 
an  uncommonly  wide  and  versatile  range  of  per- 
sonal culture,  in  various  classical,  educational, 
clerical,  legal  and  artistic  forms  with  the  super- 
added benefits  of  travel."' 

On  June  6,  1866.  Mr.  Dwight  was  married  at 
Philadelphia  to  Cora  Charlesina  Tallmadge.  daugh- 
ter of  ^lajor  Charles  P..  Tallmadge.  U.  S.  A.,  and 
Margaret  Kennedy,  and  one  child.  James  McLaren, 
was  born  to  them  -May  4.  1872.  in  London.  Eng- 
land, and  died  on.  the  same  date. 

Rev.  Timothy  Dwictrr,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  New 
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Haven,  son  of  James,  and  wlio  but  recently  has 
retired  from  the  presidency  of  Yale  University,  was 
born  Xov.  i6,  1828,  in  Xorwich.  Coini.  He  was 
graduated  from  Yale  College  in  i84(>,  and  from 
1851  to  1855  was  a  tutor  in  that  institution.  He 
studied  theology  at  the  Xew  Haven  Theological 
Seminary  from  1850  to  1853,  then  spent  two  years 
(1856-58)  in  Germany  at  the  Universities  of  Bonn 
and  Berlin.  He  has  since  until  his  recent  retire- 
ment been  connected  with,  and  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in,  the  affairs  of  Yale  University,  and  its 
financial  growth  has  been  largely  due  to  his  per- 
sonal eftorts.  Since  1858  he  has  been  professor  of 
Sacred  Literature  and  N.  T.  Greek  in  Yale  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  He  was  for  some  years  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Xczv  Englandcr,  and  in  1870-71 
he  published  a  series  of  articles  in  it  on  "The  True 
Ideal  of  an  American  University,"  which  was 
afterward  issued  separately,  and  attracted  much  at- 
tention. He  has  published  a  translation  of  Godet's 
''Commentary  on  John's  Gospel,"  with  additional 
notes,  and  has  edited  with  additional  notes  several 
volumes  of  Meyer's  "Comments  on  the  Xew  Testa- 
ment ;"  he  has  also  published  a  volume  of  ser- 
mons entitled  "Thoughts  of  and  for  the  Inner  Life." 
also  various  articles  on  educational  and  other  sub- 
jects. He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Revision  of  the  Bible  from  1872  till  its  comple- 
tion in  1885.  During  the  foregoing  years,  while 
earnestly  devoted  to  his  chosen  anrl  greatly  loved 
work  as  an  exegetical  Biblical  student,  and  greatly 
fond,  as  if  by  hereditary  instinct,  of  guiding  young- 
er minds  into  high  courses  of  scholarly  investiga- 
tion and  discovery,  he  also  preached  frequently  and 
with  great  acceptance  in  the  college  pulpit,  as  well 
as  elsewhere  in  the  city.  In  1886  Prof_.  Dwight 
was  chosen  the  successor  of  Xoah  Porter'  as  presi- 
dent of  Yale,  and  was  formerly  installed  in  the 
office  July  1st,  delivering  an  inaugural  address 
which  was  published  with  an  account  of  the  cere- 
monies at  his  induction  in  pamphlet  form  (  Xew 
Haven,  1886). 

On  Dec.  31,  1866,  President  Dwight  was  mar- 
ried to  Jane  \Vakeman  Skinner,  daughter  of  Roger 
Sherman  Skinner,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  Mary  Lock- 
wood  De  Forest,  and  their  children  are :  Helen 
Rood  and  Winthrop  Edwards,  of  whom  the  latter 
graduated  at  Yale  L'niversity  in  1893,  and  is  now 
a  lawyer   in   Xew  York  City. 

A  number  of  the  sons  of  the  first  President 
Timothy  Dwight  were  men  of  prominence  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  lived :  Timothy,  born 
in  Stratford  in  1778,  was  for  forty  years  and  more 
a  merchant  of  Xew  Haven,  dying  in  1844:  Benja- 
min \Voo!sey,  born  in  Xorthampton  in  1780,  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1799,  practicetl  medicine 
some  veirs  at  Catskill.  X.  Y..  then  was  a  mer- 
chant in  Xew  York  City,  and  later  at  Catskill,  and 
died  at  Clinton,  X'.  Y..  in  185Q.  a  farmer:  Sereno 
Edwards,  born  in  1786.  in  Greenfield  Hill,  was 
graduatefl  from  Yz\e  in  1803.  was  a  tutor  there 
from   1806  to   1810,   then  a  lawyer  there,    1810  to 


1 816,  entered  the  ministry  and  was  chaplain  of  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  1816-17,  engaged  in  literary  work, 
was  president  of  Hamilton  College,  Clinton.  X. 
Y.,  1833-35;  ^^  illiam  Theodore,  bnni  in  1795,  in 
Greenfield  Hill,  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  18 13, 
tutor  there,  1817-19,  studied  law  in  Philadelpiiia, 
and  practiced  from  1821  to  183 1,  then  entered  the 
ministry  and  in  1832  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Third  Congregational  Church  at  Portland,.  Me.,  re- 
maining there  until  the  year  before  his  death  in 
1865,  which  occurred  at  Andover,  Mass. ;  Henry, 
born  in  1797,  in  Xew  Haven,  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1815,  studied  theology  at  Andover,  Mass., 
1824-28,  and  became  an  author  and  lecturer,  dying 
in  Xew  Haven  in   1832. 

MAJOR  FREDERICK  A.  SPEXCER,  late  a 
prominent  citizen  of  W'aterbury.  was  Ix^rn  in  that 
city  Xov.  7,  1833,  and  descended  from  an  English 
family  that  settled  in  America  long  prior  to  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  His  ancestry  may  be  briefly  traced 
as   follows : 

Gerard  Spencer,  a  native  of  Bedfordshire,  Eng- 
land, emigrated  to  America  about  1633  and  settled 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  removed  to  Lynn,  Mass., 
and  in  1666  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Haddam,  Conn.  His  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
born  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  came  with  his  father  to  Had- 
dam, where  he  married  Hannah  Willey  Blachford. 
Isaac  Spencer,  son  of  Samuel,. and  grandson  of  the 
emigrant,  married  Mary  Selden  and  had  a  family  of 
children,  among  whom  were  two  sons,  Isaac  and 
Joseph,  the  latter  a  general  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  Revolution. 

Isaac  Spencer,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Selden) 
Spencer,  and  great-grandfather  of  Major  Freder- 
ick A.  Spencer,  was  a  lay  preacher  of  the  Separat- 
ists, and  a  very  devout  man.  His  death  occurred  in 
Prospect,  Conn.,  in  1787.  To  his  marriage  with 
Temperance  Goodspeed,  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  were 
born  eight  children,  of  whom  Selden,  Elihu  and 
Ansel  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Ansel  Spencer,  son  of  Isaac,  and  grandfather  of 
the  Major,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Prospect,  then 
a  part  of  W'aterbury,  in  1763,  lived  in  Xaugatuck, 
and  died  in  1850.  He  enlisted  in  the  Patriot  army 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In  early  life  he  had  been  in 
mercantile  business  with  his  brother.  Elihu,  but  later 
became  a  farmer.  He  was  religiously  inclined.  He 
married  Loly  Benham,  of  W'aterbury.  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  IMary  C,  who  married 
Deacon  James  Street;  W'illard,  father  of  the  Major; 
Ansel,  who  resided  in  Xaugatuck,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years ;  Henry  W'.,  who  was  deputy 
sherifif  of  Xew  Haven  county  and  removed  from 
Xaugatuck  to  Fulton  county,  X'^.  Y.,  where  he  died 
when  seventy-eight  years  old;  James,  who  died  un- 
married in  Xaugatuck,  when  he  was  about  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age ;  Shandy,  who  died  single  at 
twenty-seven  ;  and  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam B.  Lewis,  of  Xaugatuck. 
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Hon.  Willard  Spencer  was  born  in  Prospect, 
Conn.,  May  14,  1801.  He  was  a  gentleman  who 
held  the  respect  of  the  community  in  any  and  every 
position  he  held.  For  se\-enteen  years  he  was  first 
selectman.  A  lifelong  friend  says  of  him:  "If  I 
could  pass  out  of  the  world  as  he  did,  respected  by 
all  and  against  whom  naught  could  be  said,  I  would 
feel  that  I  had  successfully  lived  and  died."  He 
came  to  Waterhury  in  1826  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business.  About  iS^t  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mark  Leavenworth,  B.  F.  Leavenworth  and 
Greene  Kendrick  in  the  same  line.  About  1836  he 
became  connected  with  Mark  Leavenworth  and  C. 
S.  Sperry  in  the  manufacture  of  gilt  buttons,  and 
in  1839,  ^^'''1^  Dr.  Ambrose  Ives,  in  the  same  line 
of  manufacture.  In  1834  Willard  Snencer  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Waterhury  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture;  from  1837  to  1839  he  was  town  clerk,  an'd 
for  twenty  years  following  1851,  with  few  excep- 
tions, was  selectman  and  agent  for  the  .town ;  in 
1846  he  was  judge  of  probate,  in  1857  State  sen- 
ator. He  frequently  declined  the  nomination  of 
mayor,  but  was  often  elected  alderman  and  council- 
man. He  was  a  director  of  the  Citizens"  Bank,  presi- 
dent of  the  Waterhury  Savings  Bank  and  president 
of  the  Bronson  Library  Board.  As  an  executor,  ap- 
praiser, administrator,  guardian,  referee,  commis- 
sioner and  auditor,  and  as  an  incumbent  of  such 
other  appointive  offices  as  require  strict  integrity 
and  good  business  habits,  no  name  from  1840  to 
1880  is  so  frequently  found  in  the  records  as  his. 
Willard  Spescer  died  ]\Iay  2,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years,  less   twelve  days. 

On  June  27,  1830,  Willard  Spencer  married  ^liss 
Marcia  Burton,  daughter  of  Joseph  Burton,  of  Wat- 
erhury. She  was  born  March  31,  1808,  and  died 
Feb.  28,  1887,  the  mother  of  the  following  children : 
(i")  Susan  is  unmarried.  (2)  Frederick  A.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (3)  Joseph  B.,  for  years  a 
successful  traveling  salesman,  was  born  March  27, 
1836,  educated  in  the  schools  of  Waterhury,  and 
was  graduated  as  a  civil  engineer  at  \\'est  Point : 
he  went  thence  to  Kansas  to  practice  his  profession, 
but  returned  on  account  of  ill  health  in  1858,  when 
he  entered  the  office  of  N.  J.  Welton,  remaining 
there  for  several  years,  later  serving  for  some  time 
as  city  clerk,  mayor  and  in  various  other  responsi- 
ble positions.  He  died  Mav  6,  1889.  (4)  William 
A.     (5)   Mary  E. 

Frederick  A.  Spencer  was  reared  in  Waterhury, 
attended  the  local  schools  and  also  Williston  Semin- 
■"■y,  at  Easthampton.  Mass.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  he  entered  one  of  the  brass  mills  of  W'at- 
erlniry,  in  which  he  was  emploved  seven  years.  He 
then  went  to  Kansas  and  to  Colorado,  and  on  re- 
turning to  the  East  again  entered  the  mills  and  was 
superintendent  for  six  years.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion  Mr.  Spencer  was  commissioned  lieu- 
(^•nant  in  the  2d  Colorado  \'ol.  Cav.  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  struggle.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Little  Blue,'  Mo.,  Oct.  21,  1S64,  and 


at  the  close  of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged 
and  returned  to  his  native  city.  His  record  shows 
him  to  have  been  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  and 
his  interest  in  military  affairs  did  not  cease  with 
his  service  in  the  army,  for  he  played  an  intluential 
part  in  the  history  of  Connecticut  militia.  In  1876 
he  was  ap[x>inted  on  the  staff  of  Col.  S.  R.  Smith,  as 
paymaster  of  the  2d  Regiment,  Conn.  X.  G.,  and  in 
March,  1877,  he  took  command  of  Company  A,  2d 
Regiment,  Conn.  N.  G.  and  remained  in  command 
for  five  years,  at  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major;  he  was  brigade  inspector  of  Rille 
Practice  of  the  Conn.  \.  G.,  which  office  he  resigned 
in  1885,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  on  the  re- 
tired list,  ranking  as  major. 

After  his  return  at  the  close  of  the  Rebellion 
Major  Spencer  held  many  important  positions.  He 
was  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Dime  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  was  a  member  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, and  twice  assessor  of  Waterhury:  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  police  commissioners :  one 
of  the  engineers  of  the  fire  department:  member  of 
the  board  of  health  :  member  of  the  Finance  commit- 
tee of  the  Center  school  district,  and  clerk  of  the 
probate  court.  By  appointment  of  Gov.  Morris 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Ixiard  of  State  Prison 
Directors,  in  which  he  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Building  and  Repairs.  He  was  also  ap- 
pointed a  director  of  the  Connecticut  Reformatory 
by  Gov.  Coffin  and  filled  a  number  of  minor  offices 
not  here  enumerated. 

As  a  Freemason  Major  Spencer  stood  verv  high. 
He  was  "made"  in  1855.  In  1870  he  became  a  char- 
ter member  of  Continental  Lodge,  Xo.  76.  In 
1866  he  became  a  Knight  Templar,  was  elected 
Commander  of  the  commandery  in  1870  and  again 
in  1892,  1893  ^nfl  1895,  ^"'^  ^^'^s  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  in  i88g. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  Grand  Inspector  of  the 
Grand  Commanderv  for  five  years,  and  in  1899  ^^'^^ 
re-elected  for  another  five  years  term.  The  Major 
Vv'as  also  a  member  of  the  Consistory,  A.  A.  Scottish 
Rite,  of  Bridgeport,  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland, 
and  was  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason —  the  highest 
attainable.  ?iIajor  Spencer  was  past  commander  of 
Wadhams  Post,  X'o.  40.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Waterhury, 
and  held  his  membership  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  which  occurred  Dec.  8.  1901.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loval  Legion 
of  the  L'nited  States,  the  Waterhury  Club,  the  Con- 
necticut Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, the  Reform  Club,  of  X'ew  York  Citv.  the 
Army  and  Xavy  Club,  of  X'ew  York  City,  and  sev- 
eral other  social  and  fraternal  associations.  .In  ixili- 
tics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  at  the  same  time  not  a 
follower  of  William  Jennings  Bryan.  He  was  un- 
married. 

The  Major's  personal  c(ualities  made  him  friends 
in  whatever  position  he  was  placed  and  his  life  was 
always  synonymous  with  integritv  and  uprightness. 

Some  attention  should  now  be  given  the  Bur- 
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ton  family,  from  whom  Major  Spencer  tlescendcd 
maternally,  and  which  came  from  England  in  the 
Colonial  days  and  settled  at  Stratford.  Conn.  Of 
this  family,  Capt.  Joseph  liurton  served  in  the  early 
wars  of  the  Qdonics  wi'h  the  Indians  and  the 
French,  and  his  son,  Henjamin  Burton,  great-jrand- 
father  of  Major  Spencer,  served  as  a  private  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  a  prironer 
for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  the  "'insolent  foe," 
being  confined  on  Ijoard  one  of  the  prison  ships  in 
New  York  harbor.  After  his  release  he  served  un- 
der Gen.  LaFayette  in  the  capture  of  Yorktown. 
His  death  took  place  in  iSii.  Joseph  Burton,  son 
of  Benjamin,  came  to  W'aterhury  in  his  early  years 
and  married  Susan  Bronson,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Stephen  Bronson.  Of  their  children,  the  mother 
of  the  Major,  Marcia  Burton,  was  the  only  one  to 
grow  to  maturity.  She  was  born  in  W'aterhury. 
Joseph  Burton  was  a  prominent  business  man  and 
extensively  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits^  and  ag- 
riculture. 

AUSTLY  BOWE  (deceased).  Among  the 
highly  respected  citizens  and  prominent  business 
men  of  Mcriden,  wdio  have  passed  out  of  life  but 
are  still  remembered,  was  Austin  Bowe,  the  founder 
of  the  firm  of  A.  Bowe  &:  Son,  manufacturers  of 
fine  light  carriages  and  dealers  in  harness,  blankets 
and  robes,  located  on  West  Main  street,  in  Meriden. 

The  Bowe  ancestry  extends  far  back  among  the 
oldest  settlers  in  Middlesex  county,  .\lexan<jer 
Bow'e,  with  his  wife.  Sarah,  having  come  from 
England,  and  settled  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  with 
the  first  settlers.  There  he  died  Xov.  6,  1678,  his 
wife  having  passed  av.-ay  April  16,  1673. 

Samuel  Bowe,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born  Jan. 
28,  1659,  and  married  Mary  Turner  May  9,  1683. 

Alexander  Bowe,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Jan. 

20,  1 701,  and  married  Lydia  Keney,  of  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  Sept.  21,  1720. 

Pcleg  Bowe,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born  Sept. 

21,  1727,  and  on  Jan.  29,  1748,  married  Mary 
Woodward. 

Isaac  Bowe,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born  Feb.  6, 
1753,  and  he  died  .-Xpril  25,  1791.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Lee,  and  from  this  worthy  couple  de- 
scended the  Bowe  family  of  Meriden. 

Austin  Bowe  was  a  son  of  Albert  Bowe  and 
was  but  six  years  old  when  his  father  died.  His 
early  life  was  spent  in  Middletown.  but  his  educa- 
tional opportunities  were  very  limited,  and  as  a 
farmer  boy  he  worked  for  Amos  ^filler,  in  the 
meantime  attending  school  during  the  winter  sea- 
sons, remaining  thus  employed  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old.  Then  he  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith 
trade  with  Mr.  Crandell.  in  Middletown,  working 
as  a  journevman  several  years,  and  later  came  to 
Meriden.  Here  he  soon  found  employment  as  a 
journeyman  blacksmith  and  horse-shoer  with  Mr. 
Atkins,  and  remained  in  his  employ  for  several 
years,  but  later  returned  to  Middlefield  and  started 
in  business  for  himself  as  a  horse-shoer  and  general 


blacksmith,  finding  so  much  encouragement  that  in. 
1868  he  decided  to  go  into  the  business  more  ex- 
tensively. Meriden  offered  the  best  field,  and  here 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Walter  J.  Chalker, 
erected  a  shop  on  Stone  street  and  entered  upon 
carriage  making,  in  connection  with  his  other  busi- 
ness, continuing  this  association  for  the  following- 
eight  years,  the  firm  name  being  Bowe  &  Chalker. 

At  this  period  Mr.  Bowe  decided  to  take  his 
son,  Wallace  F.,  into  business  with  him.  and  the 
new  partnership  was  fornied,  and  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  Bowe  &  Son,  which  as  years 
passed  grew  into  one  of  the  leading  business  in- 
terests of  this  city.  The  lines  upon  which  this 
business  have  ever  been  conducted  have  ensured 
for  it  its  continuance,  although  the  honored  founder 
passed  out  of  life  May  2j,  1899,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  West  cemetery. 

Austin  Bowe  was  a  man  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  industrious,  honorable  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, and  one  who  fulfilled  every  demand  made 
upon  him  by  life  as  a  devoted  husband  and  father, 
progressive  and  honest  business  man  and  thoroughly- 
reliable  citizen.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  later  embraced  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  never  sought  political  favor,  liv- 
ing a  quiet,  industrious  life,  and  as  closely  as  pos- 
sible following  the  Golden  Rule. 

Austin  Bowe  was  married  in  Middletown.  Conn., 
to  Miss  Hannah  W.  Chamberlain,  born  in  Middle- 
town,  a  daughter  of  Collins  R.  Chamberlain,  and' 
to  this  union  five  children  were  born :  Wallace  F. 
is  mentioned  below.  Charles,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
soda  water  business,  married  Hulda  \'.  Brown.  Ed- 
ward A.  is  mentioned  below.  Albert  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years.  One  died  at  the  age 
of  four  months.  Mrs.  Bowe  still  survives,  resid- 
ing in  her  handsome  home  near  the  factory,  and  is 
well  and  most  favorably  known  in  ^leriden  for  her 
many  fine  traits  of  character. 

W.\LL.\CE  F.  Bowe,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Austin 
Bowe,  a  partner  and  the  manager  in  the  business 
of  A.  Bowe  &  Son.  was  born  in  Meriien  Xov.  25, 
1857,  and  attended  school  in  the  Corner  district. 
For  three  vears  he  was  emnloved  in  the  factory  of" 
Asaph  Merriam  in  the  painting  department,  but 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  went  into  his  father's 
factory.  On  attaining  his  maiority  he  became  a 
partner,  managing  the  business  for  many  years  prior 
to  the  death  of  his  father,  assuming  responsibilities 
which  had  become  heavy  for  the  latter.  His  dis- 
cretion and  good  judgment  have  cause<l  his  con- 
tinuance in  this  branch  of  the  business,  in  which 
he  has  been  so  eminently  successful.  Mr.  Bowe  is 
a  man  of  original  ideas,  and  is  the  inventor  of  the 
Bowe  snoke  extractor,  which  is  in  eeneral  use  in 
some  of  the  largest  carriage  manufactories  in  the- 
United  States. 

On  Dec.  5,  1893.  Wallace  F.  Bowe  married 
Lucv  I.  Andrews,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
dauehter  of  John  B.  Andrews,  a  well-known  real- 
estate   dealer    in    Meriden.      Mr.    Bowe   has    taken 
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a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  is  a  F^cpiililican,   | 
anil  (iurintj   i''^'J9  served  in  the  city  council,  on  the    ! 
Street  and  I'olicc  committees.     I'Vaternally  lie  is  a    I 
iiiemljer  of  Columljia  Council,  Xo.  543,  ko)al  Ar- 
canum, of  .Meriden. 

Edward  Austin  Bowe,  son  of  the  late  Austin 
Howe,  was  born  in  Meriden  Xov.  14,  1862,  at  the 
Carpenter  homestead  in  East  Main  street.  His  par- 
ents moved  to  MiddlefieUl  when  he  was  three  years 
old,  and  returned  to  Meriden  three  years  later, 
moving  into  the  home  whicli  is  still  occupied  by 
the  mother.  Until  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  at- 
tended the  Corner  school,  and  then  as  cash  boy 
went  into  Arnold  &  \\'ightman's  Boston  dry-goods 
store,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building.  Through  his 
ability  he  was  soon  promoted  to  a  clerkship,  which 
he  helil  three  years  until  a  better  inducement  was 
offered  by  .-\.  S.  Thomas.  Later  he  took  a  year's 
trip  through  the  South,  and  then  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Ives,  L  pham  &  Rand,  as  salesman,  leaving 
later  to  accept  the  position  of  agent  to  work  up  new- 
routes  for  the  \'ienna  Compressed  Yeast  Co.,  on 
the  Xaugatuck  railroad,  and  then  going  to  Phila- 
delphia to  work  up  the  business  which  had  col- 
lapsed on  account  of  the  inability  of  his  predeces- 
sors. In  this  line  he  was  quite  successful.  Later 
he  took  a  trip  through  Pennsylvania  and  Xew 
York,  finally  returning  to  Meriden,  where  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  firm  of 
A.  Bowe  &  Son,  where  he  now  has  charge,  and  is 
building  up  an  increasing  business.  Mr.  Bowe  be- 
longs to  Silver  City  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  \V.,  and  Court 
George  R.  Curtis,  F.  of  A. 

FRANK  P.  PFLEGHAR,  a  noted  mechanic 
and  manufacturer  of  hardware  specialties  at  Xo. 
74  Crown  street,  Xew  Haven,  was  born  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  April  12,  1835,  a  son  of  Franz 
Pfleghar,  a  native  of  the  same  community. 

Franz  Pfleghar  was  a  wheelwright,  and  came 
to  the  Lmited  States,  locating  at  Xew  Haven  about 
i860,  where  he  died.  His  father  was  also  a  wheel- 
wright, but  he  never  left  his  native  Germany.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  died  in  the  old  country,  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Frank  P.,  a  successful 
business  man  in  New  Haven :  Ferdinand  and  Bern- 
hard,  also  residents  of  Xew  Haven ;  and  Franzisca, 
who  died  young. 

Frank  P.  Pfleghar  spent  his  school  days  in  his 
native  town,  and  began  work  when  twelve  years 
old.  He  came  to  Xew  York  when  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  spent  a  year  there  working  at 
cabinet  making.  In  the  old  country  he  had  worked 
with  his  father  as  a  wheelwright  and  had  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  tools.  In  1855  he  came 
^^  ^>cw  Plaven  and  secured  employment  in  the 
W  hitney  Amiory  at  W'hitneyville.  and  for  twelve 
years  remained  in  the  employ  of  that  firm.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  in  company  with  William 
Shollliorn,  he  engaged  in  the  machinist  business  un- 
der the  name  of  Pfleghar  &  Shollhom.  After  four 
years  Mr.  Pfleghar  withdrew  from  the  finn,  and  in 


company  with  McLagon  &  Stevens  went  into  lock 
making  under  the  name  of  the  L'nion  Lock  Com- 
pany. At  the  end  of  two  and  a  half  years  this  com- 
pany was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Pfleghar  engagcfl  in 
business  for  himself,  devoting  himself  especially 
to  the  making  of  hardware  specialties  and  tools, 
and  in  that  iine  has  developed  a  very  flattering  busi- 
ness, at  Xo.  74  Crown  street. 

On  I'"eb.  II,  1858,  Mr.  Pfleghar  was  married 
to  Theckla  Rutz,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  and  now  de- 
ceased. She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity :  Frank,  who  is  en- 
gaged with  his  father  in  business ;  Henry,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Cronan  ;  Theckla;  Mary,  who  married 
George  \'orschmidt,  and  has  five  children,  Anna, 
Paulina,  Louisa,  Josephine  and  Eulalia :  and  Liz- 
zie. Mr.  Pfleghar  is -a  Democrat,  and  belongs  to 
St.  Boniface  Benevolent  Society,  and  also  to  two 
German  Singing  Societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Catliolic  Church,  and  is  held  m  marked  es- 
teem by  those  familiar  with  his  industrious  life  and 
upright  character. 

ALLEX  F.  AXDREW  (deceased),  who  dur- 
in  his'  lifetime  was  one  of  the  best-known  and 
most  highly  respected  residents  of  the  town  of 
Orange,  was  a  native  of  same,  born  April  28,  1836, 
a  son  of  William  and  Esther  (Allen)  Andrew, 
industrious   farming  people  of  that  locality. 

Mr.  Andrew,  our  subject,  received  a  liberal 
education  at  the  district  schools  of  the  town  of 
Orange,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  aid- 
mg  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage. He  then  removed  to  the  Clark  farm,  not 
far  from  the  Andrew  homestead,  where  he  fol- 
lowed general  farming,  including  dairying,  etc., 
making  many  improvements,  and  passed  here  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  May  17,  1886;  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Orange  cemetery. 
Mr.  Andrew  was  originally  a  Whig  in  politics, 
later  a  Republican,  but  at  no  time  was  he  what 
might  be  termed  an  office  seeker,  though  always 
loyal  to  his  party.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  active  in 
all  its  workings,  and  for  a  long  time  a  teacher  in, 
and  superintendent  of.  the  Sabbath-school.  Thor- 
oughly domestic  in  his  habits,  he  was  a  lover  of 
home,  temperate  in  all  things,  a  good  citizen,  lov- 
ing husband  and  indulgent  father. 

On  Xov.  17.  1857.  at  Xew  Milford.  Conn.,  the 
birthplace  of  the  bride.  Allen  F.  Andrew  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Betsey  B.  Giddings,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Susan  H.  (Barlow)  Gid- 
dings, and  granddaughter  of  James  A.  Giddings, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionarv  war;  on  her  moth- 
er's side  she  is  a  grandtlaughter  of  Gersham  Bar- 
low. Children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Burton  G..  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Or- 
ange, married  to  Mary  Piatt,  of  West  Haven :  and 
Leonard  F..  conducting  the  home  farm,  married  to 
Grace  Jordan,  of  Torrington.  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
F.  F.  and  Lucv  (  BaUlwin )    Jordan   (they  had  two 
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children,  Fields  Jordan ;  and  Charlotte,  who  died 
when  about  a  year  oldj.  Mrs.  Allen  F.  Andrew 
and  her  daughter-in-law  are  ladies  of  culture  and 
refinement,  highly  useful  in  their  respective  spheres, 
esteerncd  and  respected  by  all. 

HON.  WILLIAM  WALLACE  LEE,  long  a 
leading  citizen  of  Meriden  and  ])roniinent  in  the 
public  affairs  of  both  city  and  State,  comes  of  a 
sturdy  Xew  England  ancestry  and  of  kevolutionary 
stock  in  several  lines.  He  is  a  representative  self- 
made  man. 

Born  July  20,  1828,  in  the  town  of  Barkhamsted, 
Conn.,  Mr.  Lee  is  a  son  of  the  late  Henry  Bradley 
and  Julia  (Sununers)  Lee.  and  a  descendant  in  the 
fifth  generation  from  John  Lee,  born  about  1620 
who,  when  a  lad  of  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  years 
came  to  Xew  England  from  Colchester,  in  the 
County  of  Essex,  England,  sailing  from  Ipswich. 
After  a  year  at  Cambridge,  under  the  guardianship 
of  William  Westwood,  he  went  with  him  to  Hart- 
ford in  1635.  Young  Lee  became  one  of  the  orig- 
inal proprietors  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  in  1641.  In 
1659  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Deacon  Stephen 
Hart.  He  died  Aug.  8.  1690,  and  his  widow  mar- 
ried, Jan.  5,  1692,  Tedediah  Strong,  son  of  Elder 
John  Strong,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  to  which 
place  she  removed.  From  this  emigrant  settler 
William  Wallace  Lee's  lineage  is  through  Thomas, 
Thomas  (2),  David  and  Henry  Bradley  Lee. 

(II)  Thomas  Lee.  son  of  John,  the  settler,  born 
in  August,  1671.  in  Farmington,  married  Lydia 
Benton,  of  Hartford.  She  died  about  1700,  and  on 
Feb.  II,  1707,  he  married  Mary  Camp,  of  Hart- 
ford. She  died  March  22,  1722.  and  he  married 
(third)  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  after  whose  death, 
■which  occurred  March  23,  1733,  he  married 
(fourth)  Widow  Martha  Howard,  of  Windsor, 
Conn.  Mr.  Lee  was  a  mason  by  trade  and  was  an 
extensive  land  holder  in  Farmington.  Bristol  and 
Avon.  He  served  as  constable  and  was  sergeant  of 
the  trainband.    He  died  Sept.  26,  1740. 

(III)  Thomas  Lee  (2).  son  of  Thomas,  bom 
Dec.  17,  1717.  married  Ezabal.  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Ezabal  Sedgwick,  of  Hartford.  He  lived 
on  the  east  side  of  and  near  the  Farmington  river, 
was  a  shoemaker  by  occupation  and  also  taught 
music.  There  is  now  in  the  possession  of  William 
Wallace  Lee  a  singing  book,  hand  made,  the  notes 
as  clear  as  print,  with  "rules  for  tuning  the  voice 
and  finding  the  pitch ;"  all  written  in  rhyme.  On 
the  cover  in  a  fair  round  hand  is  the  following: 
Thomas  Lee :  his  singing  book.  "Anno  Domini 
1752.  Thomas  Lee  (2)  participated  in  the  old 
French  war,  enlisting  April  6,  1758.  and  serving 
■eight  weeks  and  five  days  :  and  was  an  ardent  patriot 
in  the  days  of  the  Revolution,  to  which,  too  old  him- 
self for  service,  he  sent  his  two  sons  and  melted 
the  leaden  weights  of  his  clock  into  bullets.  He 
■died  Jan.  11,  1806,  and  his  wife  passed  away  several 
years  previously. 


(IV)  David  Lee,  son  of  Thomas  (2),  born  Dec. 
I  16,  1763,  married  in  1789  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
I  Andrew  (soldier  of  the  Revolution)  and  Mabel 
j  (Fo.x)    Hayes,  of     Turkey  Hill  (Granby),  Conn., 

where  he  then  resided.     She  died  May  27,   181 5, 

aged   forty-five  years.     For    his    second    wife    he 

!  wedded  Fanny  (Chidscy)  Kilbourn,  widow  of  Tim- 

i  othy  Kilbourn.     She  died  March  13,  1861,  and  was 

'  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Barkhamsted.     David 

Lee  was  the  father  of  seven  children.     He  was  a 

Continental  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  serving  in  the 

I  Second  Regiment,  Connecticut  Line,  was  on  duty 

1  in   the   Northern   Department,   in   New   York,   and 

I  also   served   in   New  Jersey;  he  stood  guard  over 

Major  Andre  when  that  officer  was  a  prisoner.     In 

his  later  years  he  was  a  United  States  pensioner. 

In   1801    ^Ir.  Lee  removed  to  the  Pleasant  \'alley 

•  District,   in   Barkhamsted,   Conn.,   where   for   forty 

I  years  he  kept  the  toll  gate  on  the  Farmington  river 

I  pike.    He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade. 

(V)  Henry  Bradley  Lee,  son  of  David,  bom 
I  July  22.  1800.  was  married  Jan.  10,  1826,  to  Julia, 

daughter  of   Joseph   and   Clarinda    (Crane)    Sum- 
mers (he  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution),  and  grand- 
i  daughter  of  Elihu  Crane,  of  Durham.  Conn,   (also 
'  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution).     Mrs.  Lee  died  Feb. 
I  13,  1835,  and  on  Sept.  13,  1835,  Mr.  Lee  married 
!  Mary  Goodwin  Austin,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
I  Susannah   (Goodwin)   Austin   (he  a  soldier  of  the 
i  Revolution).  •  She  died  Dec.  4,  1863.     On  April  6. 
j  1864,   Mr.   Lee  married    (third)    Annis,  widow   of 
1  Orsemus  Ransom,  and  daughter  of  Truman  Case 
j.(both     her     grandfathers — Humphrey     Case     and 
i  Thomas  Wilder — ^were  soldiers  in  the  Revolution, 
i  Henry   Bradley  Lee  was   a  lumberman — operating 
i  a  sawmill — and  building  contractor,  and  also  car- 
;  ried  on  a  farm.     He  served  as  postmaster  at  Pleas- 
ant \'alley  by  appointment  of  President  Taylor.    He 
was  a  "prominent  citizen,  a  man  of  influence  and 
much   respected    by    his    townsmen,    having    held 
nearly  every  office  within  their  gift,  except  repre- 
I  sentative  to  the  Legislature,   which  latter  position 
he   would  never  accept."'     Mr.   Lee  and   five   sons 
voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.    He  died  at  his 
I  home   in    Pleasant    \'alley,  Litchfield   Co.,   Conn., 
Sept.  17,  1865.     He  was  the  father  of  the  following 
named  children :    Henry  Bryan,  born  Oct.  10,  1826, 
'  was  killed  at  Deep  Run,  \'a.,  in  August,  1864,  while 
I  serving  as  lieutenant  of  Company  F,  7th  Conn.  V.- 
i  I.     ^^'illiam  Wallace,  bom  July  20.   1828,  is  men- 
i  tioned  below.     Edwin  Ruthven,  horn  Feb.  7,  1830, 
died   Nov.  4,   1831.     Catherine  Brown,  bom  Nov. 
I  26,  1831,  died  Feb.  8.  1835.     Edwin  Ruthven  (2), 
l>orn  April  28,  1833,  commanded  Company  D,  nth 
'  Conn.    \'.    I.    and    was    killed    at    the   battle    of 
!  Newbern,  N.  C.  March  14.   1862.     James  Austin, 
'■  born  Jan.  11.  1837,  was  a  sutler  in  the  19th  Conn, 
i  V.  I.;  he  died  of  diphtheria  in  1883.     David  Brad- 
Icy,  born  March  24,  183S.  was  quartermaster  of  the 
19th   Conn.   \'.    I.,   and   was   promoted   to  brigade 
'  quartemiaster,  with  the  rank  of  major;  he  was  a 
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prominent  attorney  in  St.  Louis,  and  died  in  1897. 
Julia  Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  13,  1840,  married  June 
13,  1867,  James  L.  Flint,  who  was  born  Sept.  9, 
1840,  at  Meriden,  and  is  a  mechanical  expert  and 
contractor  in  New  Britain. 

William  Wallace  Lee  did  not  attend  school 
regularly  after  he  was  nine  years  old  and  worked 
faithfully  for  his  father  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old.  He  then  took  up  the  trade  of  machinist,  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  at  Winsted  and 
ibecoming  an  expert  workman.  After  working  as 
journeyman  in  Hartford,  Guilford,  Ansonia, 
Bridgeport  and  Birmingham,  he  settled  at  ]\Ieri- 
den,  in  1862,  since  when  he  has  served  the  interests 
•of  the  Edward  Miller  Co.  as  machinist,  and  the  con- 
tinued connection  with  one  establishment  testifies 
to  his  integrity,  ability  and  industry.  He  enjoys  the 
respect  of  his  employers  and  fellow  workmen,  as 
well  as  of  all  others  who  have  been  privileged  to 
know  him.  On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Lee's  golden 
Avedding  anniversary,  the  Meriden  Record  said: 


He  was  never  known  to  do  an  injustice  to  any  one, 
■and  has  been  generally  beloved  by  all  who  have  known 
Jlini  for  the  sterling  traits  of  courage  and  integrity  that 
have  dominated  his  long  career.  He  has  never  been  an 
applicant  for  public  office.  There  have  been  times  when 
Tie  would  have  been  given  high  honors  at  the  hands  of 
his  party  if  he  had  been  a  seeker  after  office.  In  1885 
and  1886  he  represented  Meriden  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  popularly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  session  of  that  year.  Mr.  Lee  has  always  been  an  en- 
thusiastic Republican,  but  he  has  never  allowed  party 
loyalty  to  sacrifice  the  right  of  private  judgment.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  first  Republican  State  convention 
Jield  in  Connecticut,  in  1856.  The  votes  which  he  recalls 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction  were  those  he  cast  for  Lin- 
.coln.  Greeley  and  Harrison. 

For  years  Mr.  Lee  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  the 
■work  of  the  various  fraternal  organizations,  notably  the 
Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  ions  of  Temperance.  With 
the  latter  organization  he  was  affiliated  for  over  forty 
jears,  and  held  all  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
order  in  the  State,  .■\bout  fifteen  years  ago,  however,  this 
order  passed  resolutions  requiring  all  members  in  good 
■standing  to  vote  the  straight  Prohibition  ticket  in  the 
future.  This  Mr.  Lee  refused  to  do,  and  he  immediately 
•withdrew  from  the  organization.  It  should  be  added 
that  Mr.  Lee  has  never  drank  intoxicating  liquor  of  any 
Tcind,  and  he  is  a  thorough  believer  in  total  abstinence, 
but  he  does  not  believe  that  the  cause  of  temperance  is 
best  promoted  by  voting  the   Prohibition  ticket. 

In  1852  he  joined  the  Masons,  and  in  1874  ^tid  '75  he 
■was  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut,  and  he  has  been  at  the 
head  of  nearly  every  branch  of  Masonry  in  Connecticut 
except  the   Knights   Templar.     He   is  now   in   ffis  twenty- 

I  second   year   as   the   chief   officer  of  the   Masonic   Veteran 

Associat'on  of  Connecticut. 

I  In    Odd    Fellow    circles    Mr.    Lee   is   one   of   the   best 

known  men  in  Connecticut.  He  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  in  1877  and  1878.  and  was  elected  the  first  Xoble 
Grand  of  the  Pacific  Lodge  in  this  city.  Mr.  Lee  has 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  natii;e 
town  of  Earkhanisted.  and  in  various  ways  has  shown  his 
l^ivc  of  the  old  hill  town.  He  was  the  moving  spirit  in 
the  dedication  of  a  soldiers'  monument  in  that  place  a 
few  years  ago.  and  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  the 
town,  in  1S7Q.  lie  delivered  an  able  and  eloquent  historical 
address.  The  fifty  yenrs  of  wedded  life  have  passed  very 
happily  for  Mr.  and'  Mrs.  Lee.  and  the  latchstring  of  their 
home  has  always  been  open  to  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who 


have  enjoyed  the  unostentatious  hut  generous  hospitality 
and  good  cheer  of  this  most  worthy  couple. 

From  another  source  the  following  account  of 
his  public  service  is  obtained: 

He  represented  Meriden  in  the  General  Assembly  of 

1885  and  i886.  and  was  assigned  to  imijortant  committees 
each  year.  He  introduced  a  resolution,  which  was  car- 
ried without  a  dissenting  voice,  to  publish  such  military 
records  as  were  in  the  State  Archives,  from  the  early 
wars  down  to  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war  (records  of 
the  Confederate  war  having  been  previously  published). 
The  result  was  the  publication  of  a  large  quarto  volume 
which  was  ordered  to  be  supplied  to  every  town  clerk's 
office  and  all  public  libraries  in  the  State.  He  served  four 
vears  on  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Meriden,  and  held 
other  positions  of  note.  He  was  a  delegate  10  the  first 
Republican  Convention  held  in  the  State,  m  1856.  was  a 
Frce-soiler  in  1848,  voted  for  Lincoln  in  i860  and  1864, 
and  has  never  snissed  an  opportunity  to  cast  a  vote  for; 
equal  rights,  temperance  and  good  morals.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  secret  society  representatives  in 
the  State;  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperatice  at 
eighteen  vears  of  age,  and  eventually  held  ever>-  office  in 
the  order,  and  for  thirty-five  years  was  connected  with 
the  National  Organization:  was  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in  i877-7i^-  His  Masonic 
career  was  commenced  in  1852:  he  was  knighted  in  St. 
Elmo  Commandery,  in  Meriden.  in  i8tj:  Grand-  Ma^er 
of  the  State  in  1874-75.  Prior  to  that  he  held  the  office 
of  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
{1872-73).  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  lieutenant  in 
the  State  militia  and  enli.sted  for  service  in  the  army, 
but  was  rejected  for  physical  disability. 

Mr.  Lee  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  in  Connecticut.  He  is 
secretarv  of  the  Lee  Association,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1884,  and  compiler  of  the  published  proceed- 
ing of  the  first  general  family  meeting  of  the  de- 
scendants of  John  Lee.  He  has  been  deeply  inter- 
ested in  collecting  statistics  of  the  descendants, 
freelv  expending  both  time  and  money  inhis  efforts, 
and  has  succeeded  in  searching  out  families  of 
which  all  trace  had  been  lost  for  more  than  a  cen- 
turv.  :Mr.  Lee's  tastes  are  essentially  domestic,  and 
he  finds  his  chief  enjoyment  in  the  companionship 
of  his  books  and  such  friends  as  may  visit  his  hos- 
pitable home.  A  lover  of  good  literature,  he  has 
a  large  and  well  selected  library,  and  has  done  much 
in    preserving   worthy    records,    including   the   Lee 

j  familv  histor>-.  and  tlie  history-  of  lodges  and  towns. 

I  Mr.  Lee  has'  been  a  subscriber  to  the  Xew  York 

\  Dailv  Tribune  for  fifty-two  years. 

1         At  the  election  of  1884,  when  he  was  chosen  to 

i  represent  the  town  in  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Lee  was 

i  the   only    Republican    candidate    to    escape    defeat. 

'  During  the  two  sessions  which  he  attended  he  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  on  Judiciary,   and   in 

1886  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Labor. 
He   attends    religious   worship   at   the   Universalist 

■  Church. 

At  Ansonia,  Conn.,  July  24,  185 1.  Mr.  Lee  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Carrington.  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Asenath  (Lines)  Carrington.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  .\5hbel  Lines,  was  a  Revo- 

;  lutionarv    soldier,    and    served    at  the    defense    of 
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New  Haven  m  1779.  Mrs.  Lee  is  a  representative 
of  the  oldest  antl  best  families  of  W'oodbridge  and 
Alilford,  tracinn;^  her  ancestr\-  to  Henry  and  Raljiii 
Lines,  who  were  residents  of  Xew  Haven  in  1646, 
and  to  Edward  Carring-ton,  of  Milford.  Only  one 
of  the  children  born  to.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  is  living. 
Charles  Carrington,  the  first,  bom  in  1854,  died  in 
infancy.  William  Wallace,  born  Oct.  12,  1856,  died 
Sept.  18,  1858.  George  Henry,  born  Sept.  8,  1861, 
died  in  December,  following.  Jennie  Jay.  born  May 
14,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  E.  Smith,  business 
manager  of  the  Meridcn  Morning  Record,  and  has 
had  three  children — Isal)ella  Lee,  a  graduate  of  the 
Meridcn  high  school ;  Florence  W.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years ;  and  Wayne  Carrington,  a  high 
school  student.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  prominent  member 
of  Ruth  Hart  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

HON.  ALBERT  BOOTH  DUNHAM,-  of  the 
town  of  Seymour,  long  prominent  in  public  affairs 
and  at  this  time  High  Sheriff  of  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, is  one  of  the  widely  known  and  Influential  Re- 
publicans of  the  county  and  State — a  man  whose 
good  common  sense,  excellent  judgment  and  prac- 
tical business  methods  shown  in  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful public  service  in  the  aft'airs  of  his  town  and 
county,  have  deservedly  given  him  rank  among  the 
leading  citizens  of   New   Haven  county. 

Born  Sept.  28,  1838,  in  the  town  of  O.xford, 
Conn.,  Mr.  Dunham  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Henri- 
etta (Tucker)  Dunham,  and  is  descended  on  both 
sides  from  among  the  earliest  families  to  come  to 
New  England,  and  is  of  Revolutionary  stock.  The 
Dunhams  for  generations  have  resided  in  New  Ha- 
ven county ;  the  earliest  ancestor  of  the  Southing- 
ton  family,  from  which  our  subject  is  descended, 
appears  in  the  history  of  the  town  as  Gideon  Dun- 
ham, who,  it  is  believed,  came  from  Martha's  \'ine- 
yard  to  that  point.  The  Church  records  of  South- 
ington  show  that  "old  man  Dunham"  died  April 
27,  1762,  and  Widow  Dunham  died  Aug.  26,  1762, 
leaving  nine  children.  From  this  Gideon  Dun- 
ham, Sheriff  Dunham,  of  Seymour,  is  in  the  fifth 
generation,  his  line  being  through  Cornelius,  Sam- 
uel and  Henry  Dunham. 

(H)  Cornelius  Dunham,  son  of  Gideon,  born  in 
1740,  married  Feb.  2,  1764,  Jemima,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Susanna  (Richards')  Andrews.  Cor- 
nelius Dunham  lived  at  the  upper  end  of  Queen 
street  in  Southington,  where  he  kept  a  ravern  for 
many  years,  which  had  quite  a  reputation  for  the 
generous  hospitality  there  dispensed.  Mr.  Dun- 
ham's standing  in  the  town  was  excellent.  He  died 
Feb.  23,  1819.  and  his  wife  passed  away  May  24, 
1818,  aged   seventy-three  years. 

(HI)  Samuel  Dunham,  son  of  Cornelius,  born 
May  15,  1767,  married  Feb.  4,  1798,  Lucy,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  (Rich)  Ariail,  and  lived 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  father.  His  death  occurred 
Sept.  20,  181 1. 


(I\'')  Henry  Dunham,  son  of  Samuel  and  the 
father  of  Sheriff  Dunham,  was  l)orn  in  May,  1S06,. 
and  married  Henrietta  Tucker,  of  the  town  of  O.x- 
ford, anfl  became  a  resident  of  that  town.  He  was 
a  merchant,  and  a  respected  and  esteemed  citizen. 
His  wife,  who  survived  him,  died  March  7,  1876, 
aged  sixty-four.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Laura  C.  Tucker,  of  Oxford,  the  Tuckers  be- 
ing an  old  family  in  that  town. 

Sheriff  Dunham  is  also  a  lineal  descendant  of 
the  old  Booth  and  Hawley  families  of  Stratford, 
in  Fairfield  county,  so  many  of  whose  posterity  are 
still  living  in  that  and  adjoining  counties.  Richard 
Booth,  the  ancestor  of  the  old  Seymour  family  of 
the  name,  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  Cheshire,  England,  between  1630  and  1640, 
and  landed  at  New  Haven,  Richard  being  the 
only  one  to  remain  in  this  locality.  He  settled  in 
Stratford,  where  he  apjjears  as  early  as  1640. 
There  is  a  family  tradition  that  he  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Richard  Booth,  of  Cheshire,  England,  who- 
was  the  fifth  son  of  Sir  William  Booth,  Knight, 
who  died  and  was  buried  at  Bowden,  Cheshire,  in 
1578.  Richard  dying  in  1628.  The  latter's  son. 
Richard,  who  came  to  Stratford,  New  England, 
married  a  sister  of  Capt.  Joseph  Hawley,  who  also 
came  from  England  and  settled  in  Stratford  in 
1640. 

Albert  Booth  Dunham,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  New  Britain.  Conn.  He  passed  his 
vouth  and  early  manhood  as  a  clerk  in  the  mer- 
cantile house  of  his  father,  and  as  an  associate 
with  him  in  business,  there  laying  a  good  founda- 
tion upon  which  he  built  an  honorable  and  useful 
career.  For  many  years  Mr.  Dunham  has  been 
the  genial  host  of  the  old  "Wooster  House,"  at  Sey- 
mour, in  connection  with  which  he  has  kept  a  livery 
and  feed  stable,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
to  the  traveling  public  to  whom  he  dispenses  a 
generous  hospitality.  But  it  is  as  a  public  servant 
that  Sheriff  Dunham  is  best  known.  His  public 
career  dates  back  to  the  President  Lincoln  admin- 
istration, through  which  he  served  as  postmaster 
at  Oxford.  Later  on  he  was  deputy  sheriff'  ofNew 
Haven  county,  and  for  the  long  period  of  fifteen 
vears  was  county  commissioner.  In  1S78  he  was  a 
representative  from  .Seymour  in  the  General  ^As- 
sembly, and  in  i8<)8  he  was  elected  high  sheriff  of 
New  Haven  county  for  a  term  of  four  years.  To 
judge  of  his  cfficicncv  as  a  public  official,  and  poi>- 
ularitv  as  a  man  and  citiz.L'n,  one  has  only  to  read 
between  the  lines  of  this  article. 

In  1872  Mr.  Dunham  was  married  to  Anna 
Tucker,  and  to  the  union  have  come  children  as  fol- 
lows:     Henrietta,  Anna  and  Sadie. 

JOHN  PIERSON'TUTTLE,  whose  death  oc- 
curred at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Conn..  May  27, 
1893,  was  long  one  of  the  city's  substantial  men  and 
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first  citizens,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
Colony  wiiich  settled  in  New  Haven. 

William  Tuttle,  tlie  emiqrant  ancestor  of  our 
subject,  with  his  wife,  Elizaljetli.  and  three  children, 
sailed  in  the  ship  "Planter"  from  London.  Ensjland, 
in  1635.  \\'hcn  listed  for  Xew  England,  he  was 
designated  as  a  husbandman,  but  in  Boston  was  a 
merchant.  He  became  one  of  the  colony  tliat  settled 
New  Haven,  in  1639.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  represented 
as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  probity,  who  died  in 
1673.  his  wife  surviving  until  1684. 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor,  the  late  John  P. 
Tuttle,  of  this  review,  was  a  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation,  his  line  being  through  Thomas,  Thomas 
(2),  Captain  Andrew,  Hezekiah,  Abner  and  Isaac 
Tuttle. 

Thomas  Tuttle,  son  of  the  emigrant,  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1634.  married  in  1661,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Powell,  and  lived  on  College  Square,  where 
Phelps  Arch  is  now,  in  New  Haven. 

Thomas  Tuttle  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  born  in  1667, 
married  in  1692,  Mary,  daughter  of  Andrew  San- 
ford,  of  Milford,  Conn.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  a  cooper 
by  trade,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1703. 

Capt.  Andrew  Tuttle,  son  of  Thomas  (2).  born 
in  1702,  married  in  1725,  Eunice,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Sherman  and  resided  in  New  Haven,  where  he  was 
prominent  and  influential  in  local  affairs.  In  1737. 
he  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  2d  Company  of  militia, 
and  in  1747,  as  captain  of  the  Fifth  Company. 

Hezekiah  Tuttle.  son  of  Capt.  Andrew,  born  in 
1736.  married  in  1758,  Martha,  daughter  of  Abner 
Bradlev.  Mr.  Tuttle  died  in  1796,  and  his  widow  in 
1823.   ' 

Abner  Tuttle.  son  of  Hezekiah,  born  in  1760. 
married,  in  1783,  Elizabeth  Mix.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1813,  but  his  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 
Their  son,  Lieut.  John  Pierson  Tuttle,  of  the  L'nited 
States  Navy,  died  at  sea,  near  Valparaiso,  South 
America,  in  1825. 

Isaac  Tuttle,  son  of  Abner  and  father  of  the  late 
John  Pierson  Tuttle.  of  New  Haven,  was  l>orn  Nov. 
22,  1790.  He  married  Oct.  8,  181 5,  Polly  Cooper. 
of  Cedar  Hill,  who  died  Nov.  19,  1840.  aged  45 
years:  but  Mr.  Tuttle  survived  until  ^larch  8.  1864. 

John  Pierson  Tuttle,  the  son  of  Isaac  and  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Julv  30,  181 7. 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
and  where  he  passed  his  life.  Along  in  the  forties, 
Mr.  Tuttle  was  associated  with  the  late  Hoii.  Charles 
L.  English  in  the  lumber  business,  up  to  1S62  under 
the  firm  name  of  English  &  Tuttle.  when  he  with- 
drew, and  became  associated  with  Benjamin  R.  Eng- 
hsh  in  the  same  line  of  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  Tuttle  &  English,  and  continued  with  him  until 
1878,  when  he  retired  from  mercantile  business.  For 
years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Xew  Haven  Savings 
Bank,  and  was  also  president  of  the  Mechanics  Bank. 
and  served  for  several  years  as  street  commissioner. 


On  April  28,  1842,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  married  to- 
Elizabeth  C.  -Augur,  who  survived  him.  Mr.  Tuttle 
passed  a  long  and  useful  life  in  the  city  of  his  birth 
and  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  and  was  beloved,  re- 
spected and  esteemed  for  his  many  noble  traits  of 
character.  For  years  he  had  been  Senior  Warden 
of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in  New  Haven. 

To  John  Pierson  Tuttle  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  children  :  Emma  Susan,  born  Dec. 
26,  1850.  married  Dr.  Lewis,  formerly  of  Nauga- 
tuck.  Conn.,  now  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. :  and  \Villi.\m 
PiER.'WX,  born  July  18,  1853,  married  in  June,  1877, 
Carrie  M.,  daughter  of  Deacon  George  Baldwin,  of 
Branford.  Conn.  For  years  Mr.  William  P.  Tuttle 
was  a  wholesale  grocer,  in  New  Haven,  later  a  dealer 
in  investment  securities  in  New  York  city,  and  is 
now  the  assistant  postmaster  of  the  city  of  New 
Haven. 

HENRY  EDWIN  LOUNSBURY  (deceased). 
In  an  agricultural  region,  where  class  distinctions 
do  not  prevail,  there  are,  nevertheless,  men  whose 
abilities  give  them  public  eminence.  Leadership 
is  won  not  by  fortuitous  circumstancs,  but  bv  in- 
trinsic worth.  In  his  career  of  more  than  three 
score  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  con- 
tinuously in  the  town  of  Bethany,  where  he  be- 
came widely  and  favorably  known  for  his  many 
estimable  qualities,  and  where  his  success  and  farm- 
ing affairs  gave  him  high  standing  as  an  exemplar 
and  a  counselor.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bethany,  New  Haven  county.  Feb.  9.  1829.  one  of 
the  four  children  of  Major  and  Hannah  (Beecher) 
Lounsbury. 

Henry  E.  Lounsbury  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
receiving  a  good  common-school  education  and  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducted  successfully  for  a  period 
of  ten  years.  His  liking  for  the  farm  induced  him 
to  return  to  the  avocation  to  which  he  was  reared, 
in  connection  with  which  he  also,  until  his  death 
many  years  later,  bought  and  sold  cattle  extensive- 
ly, becoming  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful citizens  of  the  town.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  held  various  local  offices,  including 
those  of  selectman  and  assessor,  and  in  1S78  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  filling 
his  important  duties  as  a  law  maker  with  satisfac- 
tion to  his  constituents  and  credit  to  himself.  His 
death  occurred  Oct.  2.  1801.  and  his  remains  were 
i  interred  at  the  Center  cemetery  in  Bechany. 

"Sir.  Lounsbury  was  twice  married.  His  first 
1  wife,  whom  he  married  in  i8;6.  was  Cornelia  Doo- 
i  little,  of  Wallingford.  She  died  in  May.  1864.  and 
[  for  his  second  wife  he  married,  .-\pril  4,  1866. 
i  Marv  F.  Dickerman,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a 
!  daughter  of  William  P..  and  Louisa  (Bradley) 
I  Dickerman,  the  former  a  lumber  merchant  who  re- 
I  moved  to  Winsted  when  Mrs.  Lounsburv  was  a 
,  girl  of  twelve  years.     There  she  received  her  edu- 
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cation  in  the  select  sliools.  and  for  two  years  prior 
to  her  marriage  she  had  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
Mrs.  Lounsbury  survives  her  husband,  and  since 
his  decease  she  has  most  sucessfully  carried  on  the 
work  of  the  farm.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  most  highly  esteemed  by  all  her 
many  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  her  religious 
ibelicf  she  is  an  Episcopalian. 

JULIUS  HALL,  whose  death,  on  Oct.  4,  1898, 
removed  from  Meriden  one  of  her  most  successful 
agriculturists  and  most  estimable  citizens,  was  born 
on  the  old  Hall  homestead,  June  7,  1813,  and  traced 
his  descent  to  early  families  of  Xew  Haven  countv. 

John  Hall,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Con- 
necticut, was  born  in  England  in  1605.  and  upon 
coming  to  America,  about  1625,  located  in  Boston. 
Mass.,  but  later  removed  to  Xew  Haven.  After 
the  settlement  of  Wallingford  he  removed  to  that 
town,  in  1672,  and  was  chosen  a  selectman  there  in 
1675.  He  died  in  that  place  ten  years  later,  a  large 
land  owner  and  prominent  citizen.  To  his  mar- 
riage with  Jane  \Voolen  came  eight  children,  John, 
Sarah,  Richard,  Samuel,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Jonathan 
and  David,  and  few  families  have  been  more  re- 
spected than  their  descendants.  The  Hall  family 
and  Jane  (Woolen)  Hall's  connections  in  England 
each  had  a  coat  of  arms. 

Thomas  Hall,  son  of  John,  was  born  March  25, 
1649,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  removed 
to  Wallingford  in  1670.  He  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  the  town,  a  signer  of  the  Plantation 
Covenant,  and  became  a  farmer  and  land  owner. 
He  died  Sept.  17,  1731.  He  was  town  clerk  four- 
teen years,  from  Dec.  28,  1697,  to  171 1.  On  June 
II,  1673,  he  was  married  to  Grace  Watson,  who 
died  May  i,  1731.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
eleven  children. 

Daniel  Hall,  son  of  Thomas,  born  Jan.  27, 
1689,  engaged  in  farming  in  East  Meriden  (then 
a  part  of  Wallingford),  where  he  built  the  first 
house,  and  where  his  life  ended.  On  April  20, 
172 1,  he  married  Martha  Doolittle,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  came  ro  them  :  Abraham,  born  Jan. 
27,  1722,  married  Mary  Prindle;  John,  born  Jan. 
29,  1724,  died  in  .\ieriden  May  13.  1795;  Hannah. 
born  Sept.  11.  1725.  married  Benajah  Tyler,  of 
Branford ;  Daniel  was  born  June  i.  1727;  }ilartha, 
June  14,  1729;  Samuel,  May  5.  1731 :  Mary,  Sept. 

7,  1733;  and  Abigail,  April' 27,  1739. 

John  Hall,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Jan.  29, 
1724,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  what  is  now 
known  as  East  Meriden,  where  he  became  a  large 
land  owner,  living  on  and  succeeding  to  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  where  he  died  ]\[ay  13.  1795. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
On  May  4,  1749,  John  Hall  married  Elizabeth 
Prindle,  who  died  Oct.  21,  1802,  and  their  children 
were:     Prindle,   born  June   30.    1750:   John.   May 

8,  1752;  Mary.  Sept.  10,  1754  (died  on  March  31, 
1825)  ;  Sarah,  May  11,  1756  (died  in  1760)  ;  Eliza- 


beth, April  20,  1757  (died  March  30,  1847)  ;  David, 
Sept.  16,  1761  ;  Sarah,  Feb.  13,  1764  (died  in 
1777);  Abigail,  Feb.  24,  1766  (died  on  Oct.  28, 
1828;  ;  John,  Jan.  9,  17O8  (married  Ruth  Hall,  and 
died  April  21,  1851 J  ;  Josepii,  Oct.  28,  1770;  Jedu- 
than,  April  25,  1773  (died  July  9,  1851)  ;  and  Isaac, 
May  28,  1776  (died  Jan.  i,  1838) . 

Joseph  Hall,  son  of  John,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  East  ^ileriden  Oct.  28.  1770,  and  lived 
a  quiet,  busy  life,  engaged  in  farming,  and  making 
improvements  on  the  old  place,  until  his  death, 
March  13,  1831.  His  remains  rest  in  the  .Meriden 
cemetery.  Fie  married  Flannah  Francis,  of  Wal- 
lingford, and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
Sherman,  born  April  26,  1806,  died  Dec.  6.  1869; 
John,  born  Jan.  5,  1808,  died  July  9,  1836:  Emen,-, 
born  Sept.  29,  1809.  died  Jan.  i.  1892 :  Lucy,  born 
May  27,  i8n,  died  Feb.  18,  1818:  Julius  was  born 
June  7,  1813:  Maria,  born  Aug.  30,  1815,  died 
'May  5,  1846. 

•  Julius  Hall,  the  subject  proper  of  this  biography, 
grew  up  on  the  old  homestead,  and  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  the  times  afforded.  Ag- 
ricultural pursuits  offered  the  most  natural  em- 
ployment for  the  young  men  of  that  period,  and,  as 
the  estates  were  large  and  much  of  the  labor-sav- 
ing machinery  still  unthought  of,  there  was  never 
a  dearth  of  work  for  willing  hands  on  the  farms 
of  the  wealthy  old  families.  Julius  Hall  erected  a 
fine  dwelling  and  made  many  other  improvements 
on  his  place,  operating  130  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead, besides  other  tracts  in  Middlesex  county. 
His  death  occurred  there,  and  his  remains  were 
reverently  laid  in  the  East  cemetery.  On  May  i, 
1852,  Julius  Hall  married  Laura  ll.  Parker,  who 
was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  ]\Iaria  (Ives)  Parker,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
a  daughter  of  Ichabod  Ives,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hall:  Grace  Maria,  born  Nov.  26,  1854, 
resides  on  the  homestead.  Ida  Jane,  born  April  4, 
1856,  died  March  9,  1895  •  -he  was  one  of  Meriden's 
most  successful  teachers,  having  been  engaged  in 
the  public  schools  twelve  years :  was  a  member  of 
the  Merideu'  Scientific  Assoc 'atifui.  and  a  director 
of  one  of  its  departments :  belonged  to  Ruth  Flart 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R. :  was  a  member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church ;  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  John  Parker,  born  Aug.  31,  1857.  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  carries  on 
fruit  growing  and  dairying  in  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming.  Marv  Francis,  born  Aug.  17.  1861, 
resides  at  home.  Ermina  Cedelia.  born  Jan.  29, 
1864,  an  artist  of  much  talent,  resides  at  home. 
Dexter  Emery,  born  Jan.  20.  1870.  is  extensivelv  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  and  house  furnishing  busi- 
ness in  Meriden  and  Wallingford,  and  in  this  con- 
nection also  conducts  a  livery  and  undertaking 
business  at  Meriden.  The  death  of  the  mother  of 
this  family  took  p'ace  May  28.  1893.  when  she 
was  aged  sixtv-eight  \ears.     She  had  endeared  her- 
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self  to  all  with  wliom  slie  had  come  in  contact,  anil 
was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  community ;  she  is 
greatly  nn'ssed  by  the  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  with  which  she  had  lontj  been  connected. 

Julius  ]iall  was  a  man  well  known  and  most 
highly  esteemed,  beloved  and  respected  bv  his  im- 
mediate family,  antl  regarded  by  the  public  as  a 
type  of  the  best  citizen.  His  life  bridged  a  vast 
gulf  of  history ;  and  he  viewed  with  intelligent  in- 
terest the  great  strides  made  in  every  department 
of  the  world's  work,  assisting,  with  influence  and 
means,  the  progress  of  his  native  town.  He  aided 
several  who  were  afterward  most  successful  busi- 
ness men,  and  although  some  of  his  ventures  did 
not  prove  remunerative  he  was  rewarded  for  his 
enterprise  and  public  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time 
enjoyed  the  consciousness  of  assisting  worthy 
young  men  in  building  up  home  institutions.  His 
private  charities,  while  unknown  and  unheralded 
by  the  general  public,  were  many  and  wiselv  be- 
stowed. 

Mr.  Hall's  family  now  reside  on  the  old  Hall 
■homestead,  part  of  which  was  owned  by  Thomas 
Hall  (i)  in  1679.  They  have  had  old  deeds,  rec- 
ords, etc.,  and  they  now  have  the  large,  old-fash- 
ioned trunk  which  John  Hall  brought  with  him 
when  he  came  to  America  about  1625,  as  well  as 
other  articles  of  furniture  he  must  have  had  soon 
after  coming  here. 

THE  BALDWIN  FA^HLY.  There  are  yet  re- 
siding in  New  Haven  several  of  the  sons  of  the  late 
Darius  and  Thirza  (Dorman)  Baldwin,  born  in  the 
town  of  Orange  and  in  Xew  Haven,  respectively. 
Among  them  are  Charles  A.  and  Allen  D.  Baldwin, 
both  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  long  substantial 
citizens  of  New  Haven. 

These  brothers,  both  natives  of  Orange,  Conn., 
are  descended  from  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  New  England.  Richard  Baldwin,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  was 
born  in  Buckinghamshire.  England,  and  was  the  son 
of  Sylvester  and  Mary  (Bryan)  Baldwin,  the  form- 
er of  whom  died  on  the  ship  "Martin,"  on  the  pas- 
sage to  New  England.  The  son,  Richard  Baldwin, 
is  on  record  in  Milford,  Conn.,  as  early  as  1639,  the 
year  after  the  death  of  his  father.  His  marriage  oc- 
curred in  1643,  when  he  became  the  husband  of 
Elizabeth  Alsop,  of  New  Haven.  J\Ir.  Baldwin  was 
a  man  of  character  and  ability,  and  served  in  the 
General  Court  several  terms  as  deputy  from  his 
town.  He  died  in  1665.  From  him  Charles  A.  and 
Allen  D.  Baldwin,  of  New  Haven,  are  descendants 
in  the  seventh  generation,  their  line  being  through 
Barnabas,  Timothv,  Enoch,  Alexis  and  Darius  Bald- 
win. 

Barnabas  Baldwin,  son  of  Richard  the  Emigrant, 
^\as  born   in    1665,   in    Milford,   and   married    for    j 
liis  first  wife,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bucking- 
Jiam,  of  Alilford,  who  died  while  still  young.     After  j 
'icr  death  he  was  married  again,  to  Abigail  . 


Mr.  T'.aldwin  was  one  of  the  gratitces  to  the  charter 
of  Derby,  and  in  1738,  was  one  of  the  fifteen  inhab- 
itants of  Derby,  who  with  others  from  New  Haven, 
were  incorporated  into  the  parish  ot  Amity.  He 
served  as  selectman  of  Milford,  and  died  in  1741. 

Timothy  Baldwin,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  bom 
in  Milford  in  1695,  where  he  was  married  in  1719, 
to  Zurinah  Johnson,  of  Derby,  for  his  first  wife,  and 
later  to  Mabel  (surname  not  given).  Mr.  Baldwin 
occupied  lands  lying  in  both  Woodbridge  and  Derby, 
probably  having  his  home  in  the  latter  town.  He 
joined  in  the  formation  of  the  church  at  Amity  in  the 
town  of  Woodbridge,  and  died  in  1766.  •;  , 

Enoch  Baldwin,  son  of  Timothy,  was  bom  iir 
1736,  in  the  town  of  Derby,  and  was  probably  a  child 
of  the  second  marriage  of  his  father.  His  life  was 
spent  in  Derby,  where  he  died  in  1815. 

Alexis  Baldwin,  born  in  1778,  in  the  town  of 
Derby,  married  Comfort  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Hen- 
ry Baldwin,  and  lived  in  Woodbridge.  His  death 
occurred  in  1821,  and  his  widow  passed  awav  in 
1857. 

Darius  Baldwin,  son  of  Alexis,  was  born  ?ilay 
6,  1804,  in  Woodbridge.  He  married  Thirza.  daugh- 
ter of  Amos  Dorman,  of  O.xford,  Conn.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  :  ( i )  George  A.,  born  Jan.  28,  1830, 
in  Oxford;  (2)  Charles  A.,  born  Jan.  28,  1832:  (3) 
Mary  A.,  born  Jan.  12,  1834,  became  the  wife  of 
George  AI.  Harmon,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on 
another  page:  (4)  Allen  D.,  born  Aug.  20.  1836; 
and  (5)  William  H.,  born  Nov.  4,  1841,  now  de- 
ceased. The  familv  home  was  first  in  Orange,  and 
later  in  New  Haven.  Darius  Baldwin  was  occupied 
in  the  former  place  as  blacksmith,  and  he  died  in 
New  Haven,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and 
his  widow  passed  away  aged  eighty-four. 

Charles  A.  B.\ldwin,  whose  birth  is  noted 
above,  received  his  literary  education  in  the  common  • 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen went  to  New  Haven,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carriage-body  making  with  Edwin  Lee. 
During  the  panic  of  1857,  for  about  nine  months, 
he  was  in  L'rbana,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  which  he  resumed  on  his  return  to  New  Hav- 
en. For  a  little  more  than  a  year  previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  associated  widi 
the  late  James  P.  Barker.  About  this  time  the>-  be- 
gan business  on  their  own  account,  establishing  a 
factory  for  carriage-body  making,  but  this  er.ter- 
prise  was  in  existence  onlv  about  two  years,  owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 

Fired  by  the  stirring  events  of  those  momentous 
times,  Mr.  Baldwin  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  Aug.  25,  1862,  and  was  made  quartermaster 
sergeant  of  the  27th  Conn.  \'o\.  Infantry,  bearing  an 
honorable  part  in  the  fortunes  of  that  organization. 
He  was  mustered  out  July  27,  1863,  serving  there- 
after until  the  closing  of  the  war  in  the  office  of 
the  provost  marshal  at  New  Haven.  The  term  of 
service  of  the  27th.  though  not  extended,  was  active 
and  thrilliiig.     For  a  short  period  it  was  in  the  di- 
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-vision  of  Gen.  Abercroml)ie,  and  was  stationed  at  i 
Washington,  but  later  it  became  a  part  of  the  Third  1 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  un-  ! 
der  Gen.  Hancock,  and  formed  a  part  of  the  right  i 
grand  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under 
General  Sumner.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 
in  1862  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  employed  on 
picket  duty  along  the  Rappahannock,  was  in  the  line 
of  battle  on  the  open  plain  between  the  city  and 
Mary's  Heights,  where  they  were  exposed  to  a  ter-  I 
Tible  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  When  night 
fill  one-third  of  the  regiment  was  dead  or  wounded 
'On  the  field  or  in  the  hospital.  In  the  change  that 
followed  the  advent  of  Hooker  to  the  command,  the 
27th  became  a  part  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  under  the  : 
•command  of  Col.  John  K.  Brcok,  now  one  of  the  j 
oldest  officers  in  the  regular  service.  After  coming 
out  of  winter  quarters  in  April,  1863,  they  were  ac-  ! 
tive  in  the  preliminaries  that  brought  in  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville,  where  they  were  engaged  for 
•several  days  with  little  chance  for  eating  or  sleeping. 
The  regiment,  which  occupied  on  Sunday  morning 
the  intrenchments  it  had  thrown  up  the  previous 
Friday  evening  when  it  formed  a  part  of  the  picket 
line,  held  an  important  position,  and  were  exposed 
to  a  terrible  fire.  It  was  soon  surrounded  and  cap- 
tured. Companies  D  and  F  of  the  regiment  es- 
caped the  fate  of  the  balance  of  the  command,  hav- 
ing been  previously  detailed  for  other  duties.  The 
27th  continued  to  form  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  It  reached 
that  bloody  field  July  2,  moved  forward  to  take  the 
line  of  battle,  and  was  stationed  a  mile  and  a  half 
•south  of  Cemetery  Hill,  in  the  line  occupied  by  the 
Second  Corps.  It  was  hurried  forward  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Third  Corps,  which  in  the  afternoon  was 
heavily  engaged  on  the  Emmits.burg  road.  The  27th 
■  with  others  of  the  Fourth  Brigade  entered  the  wheat 
field  as  the  disordered  and  broken  columns  of  the 
Third  Corps  were  slowly  retiring,  closely  followed 
by  the  exultant  enemy,  and  moved  towards  the  ad- 
vancing foe,  which  was  now  in  close  range,  meeting 
a  sweeping  fire,  under  whicli  Lieut.  Col.  Merwin  fell 
mortally  wounded  while  leading  his  men  with  his 
accustomed  bravery.  Here  Capt.  Jedediah  Chap- 
man was  also  killed.  The  Union  line  drove  the  en- 
emy out  of  the  wheat  fields  into  the  woods  beyond. 
In  this  battle  the  27th  went  into  action  with  seventy- 
five  men,  all  it  could  muster  at  the  time  after  an 
active  service  of  not  quite  nine  months,  eight  com- 
panies having  been  taken  prisoners  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville.  At  dark  eleven  had  been  killed, 
and  twenty-seven  wounded.  The  position  of  the 
27th  on  July  3d  was  in  the  main  line  a  few  yards  to 
the  left  of  the  point  attacked  by  the  rebels  in  the  last 
charge  made  bv  them  in  that  great  battle.  From 
Gettysburg  the  27th  moved  to  Falling  Waters,  a 
short  distance  from  Williamsport,  arriving  there  in 
time  to  participate  in  the  closing  scenes  of  that  en- 
gagement.    Then  it  was  ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry, 


and  enroute  from  home,  being  mustered  out  Julv  2~, 
1863. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Charles  A.  Baldwin 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Oslx>rn  &  Ad- 
riance,  of  New  Haven,  for  a  time,  and  then  became 
engagetl  in  the  manufacture  of  corsets,  successively 
belonging  to  the  firms  of  HaruKJii  &  Baldwin,  Foy, 
Harmon  &  Baldwin,  and  the  Baldwin  Corset  Com- 
pany. At  a  later  period  he  traveled  in  the  interest 
of  Foy,  Harmon  &  Chadwick,  which  tirm  succeeded 
to  the  business  he  himself  helped  to  establish.  Along 
in  the  middle  eighties,  having  been  elected  to  the 
board  of  Assessors,  he  severed  his  connections  with 
Foy,  Harmon  &  Chadwick.  to  assume  the  duties  of 
his  office,  which  occupied  his  tinie  for  a  little  over 
fifteen  years.  For  two.  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  city  council  from  the  First  ward,  and  for  two 
and  a  half  years  he  was  alderman  from  the  Tenth 
ward.  As  fire  commissioner  he  completed  two 
terms.  In  these  various  positions  he  has  shown  sig- 
nal ability  and  integritv  of  a  marked  degree. 

Socially  Mr.  Baldwin  has  taken  a  prominent  place 
in  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wooster  I^dge, 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  at  New  Haven,  and  for 
nearly  fifty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Sons  of  Temperance,  in  which  order  he  was  twice 
elected  Grand  Worthy  Patriarch  of  Connecticut. 
His  religious  connections  are  with  the  First  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Xew  Haven,  where  he  has  held 
membership  for  quite  half  a  century,  having  been 
steward,  trustee  and  class  leader. 

In  the  Sunday-school  he  has  also  taken  an  act- 
ive part,  and  was  superintendent  for  six  years. 

On  Dec.  3,  1863,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  to 
Miss  Hannah  Pitt  Smith  of  Lima,  Delaware  county, 
Penn.  To  this  union  were  born  :  ( i )  Charlena  H. : 
(2)  William  P.,  now  a  prominent  physician  in  Xew 
Haven,  who  was  graduated  with  high  honors,  hav- 
ing studied  and  made  thorough  preparations  for  his 
profession:  (3)  Mary  E..  who  died  in  1870;  (4) 
Sherman  H.,  who  died  Feb.  15.  1877;  (5)  Alfred 
Wesley,  who  died  aged  three  n'.onths. 

L'pon  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  his  birth, 
Jan.  28.  1902.  Mr.  Baldwin  received  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  letters  of  congratulation  from 
loving  friends,  and 

If  the  letters  that  were  sent  him  were  out  in  print  it 
would  make  a  book  of  250  pages,  and  we  must  conclude  by 
saying  that  there  were  letters  from  Maine  to  California 
and  from  Michigan  to  Texas  and  Florida.  Mr.  Baldwin 
has  friends  in  every  State  over  which  the  .-Xmerican  eagle 
spreads  his  wings,  .\mong  the  many  letters  of  congratu- 
lation were  tho~e  from  Bishop  D.  .\.  Goodsell.  formerly 
a  pastor  of  the  Fir^t  M.  E.  Church  of  Chattanooga.  Tenn. ; 
Major  Frank  U.  Sloat.  of  Wa-hmgton.  D.  C. :  W.  A.  R. 
Hawley.  G.  W.  Patriarch  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of 
Connecticut,  who  resides  in  \ew  Canaan;  resolutions  from 
Tviving  Spring  Division.  N'o.  J2.  Sons  of  Temperance,  of 
Bridgeport.  Conn.  :  and  from  four  Chinamen  who  are 
members  of  his  cla>s  in  the  First  M.  E.  Church.  Cheung 
Foo  of  No.  101  Crown  streets  says:  "Dear  Mr.  Baldwin. 
I  wish  you  many  happy  birthdays  and  prosperity  through 
the  years  to  come.     'He   loseth   nothing  that  keeps   God.' 
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Your  friend,   Choung  Imjo."     There  was  a  beautiful   plate 
sent  by  Lee  Soon,  Choung  Foo.  Luke  B.  Ton.  Chin  Lan. 

The  following  characteristic  letter  was  written  to  Mr. 
Baldwin  by  Judge  of  Probate  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland, 
of  this  city,  acconipanynig  the  gift  of  the  volumes  of  the 
National  Encyclopedia : 

New  H.wem,  Conx.,  Jan.  28,  1902. 
Chas.  .\.  Baldwin,  Es(|. : 

Dear  Brother — You  have  my  best  wishes.  If  I  shall 
live  to  three  score  and  ten  and  can  be  half  as  vigorous  as 
you  are  to-day,  with  as  clear  a  conscience,  I  shall  have 
good  reasons  to  be  congratulated. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Livingston'   W.  Cle.weland. 

P.  S. — AJthough  you  are  yourself  a  walking  encyclo- 
pedia, I  trust  that  the  new  National  Encyclopedia  which  I 
send  with  this  may  prove  of  service  to  you,  especially  when 
you  dedicate  churches  in  the  wilds  of  Florida. 

The  following  lines  were  sent  to  him  by  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Northrop,  of  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  and  it  was  read  at  the  sur- 
prise party  last  evening.  They  were  loudly  and  earnestly 
applauded.     Here  they  are : 

So  Charley  is  going  to  be  seventy  on 

Wednesday  next — you   say  ; 
'Twas  a  happy  thought  to  make  him 

a  grand  surprise  that  day, 
And  so   we've  been  asked   to  load  him 

■with  love  letters  plain  and  clear 
Congratulating  him  warmly  on  reaching 

his   seventieth  year. 
So  bring  out  the  largest  bread-tray, 

and  basket  or  two  besides. 
And  smile  while  the  postman  fills  them  as 

he  empties  his  bag  outside. 
For  his  friends  are  all  over  New  Eng- 
land, clear  down  to  the  Florida  coast, 
And  mighty  few  are  the  men  who  claim 

the  number  Charley  can  boast. 
There's   the   Keystone   state,  and   New 

Jersey,  which  stands  for  itself  you  know. 
Why,  half  the  people  are  friends  of  his, 

the  sequel  will  surely  show; 
Then  look  right  here  in  New  Haven 

his  life-long  home  and  abode. 
And  the  dear  old  church,  where  many 

a  time  his  songs  and  tears  have  flowed. 
He  has   marked  the   steps  of  the  infant, 

from  childhood  to  manhood  grow ; 
Has  helped  them  into  the  kingdom 

and  into  the  church  below  ; 
Of  his  class  work,  'twere  wise  to  be  silent. 

they  are  present  to  speak  each  for  self. 
But  feel  free  to  make  the  assertion. 

they  would  not  change  their  leader  for  wealth. 
He  has  stood  for  the  right  when  'twas 

questioned 
Against  wrong,  'mongst  the  poor  and 

oppressed, 
The  Celestials  can  tell  their  story. 

A  rehearsal  of  which  might  be  blest. 
"When  the  tocsin  of  war  was  sounded. 

He  quailed  not  to  beckon  the  foe. 
Which  makes  him  a   double  veteran. 

With  his   seventy  years,  you  know. 
We've  not  exhausted  his  virtues,  but 

friends  are   here  to  be  heard. 
But  we  know  when  he  reaches  Heaven 

(which  we  hope  may  long  be  deferred) 
There  will  shine  bright  stars  in  his 

crown  above. 
And  songs  of  rejoicing  be  heard. 


Allen-  D.  B.vldwi.v,  son  of  Darius,  and  brother 
of  Charles  A.,  spent  his  earlier  years  in  the  fam- 
ily home  in  Uran^cfe,  where  he  remained  until  his 
sixteenth  year,  and  he  was  an  associate  in  the 
schools  with  Congressman  Sperry,  of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  on  another  page.  When  he  was 
older  he  learned  the  builder's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  four  years  in  company  with  L.  \'.  Treat, 
after  having  been  engaged  on  his  own  account  for 
two  years. 

Mr.  Baldwin  enlisted  in  the  Union  service  Sept. 
9,  1862,  and  was  mustered  in  Oct.  22,  of  the  same 
year,  as  a  sergeant  of  Company  G,  27th  Conn.  \  .  I., 
it  being  the  same  conmiand  in  which  his  brother  had 
joined,  and  whose  history  appears  above.  In  the 
fortunes  of  the  regiment  Allen  D.  Baldwin  bore  an 
honorable  part,  and  waS  mustered  out  of  service  with 
the  organization  July  27,  1863.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  Mr.  Baldwin  settled  at  New  Haven,  where 
he  followed  the  building  and  contracting  business 
until  1890,  having  a  large  patronage,  and  making  a 
great  success.  Since  that  year  he  has  been  exten- 
sively interested  in  the  orange  industry,  at  Indian 
River,  Fla.,  where  he  spends  the  winter  months,  re- 
turning to  New  Haven  for  the  heated  term. 

Allen  D.  Baldwin  was  married  Oct.  7,  1862,  to 
Miss  Juliette  Treat,  of  Orange.  Conn.,  a  daughter 
of  William  Treat.  She  was  born  Aug.  5,  1841.  and 
to  their  union  were  born:  (i)  Frank  W..  bom 
April  17,  1864,  died  in  December.  1897;  (2)  Elbert 
H.,  born  Aug.  3,  1867;  and  (3)  Fred  D.,  born  Feb. 
7,  1870.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics, 
and  a  member  of  high  standing  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, where  he  has  risen  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree. For  two  years  he  held  chairs  in  the  Xew  Hav- 
en Commandery,  and  was  Commander  one  term.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Admiral  Foote  Post.  G.  A.  R.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Mercantile  Club. 
In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the  Dwight  Place 
Church. 

Elbert  Baldwin,  the  son  of  Allen  D..  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  mason's  trade,  n-sarried  .Annie  M.  Mal- 
lorv,  and  is  the  father  of  four  children.  Sophia.  Har- 
old, Allen  E.  and  Robert  Treat.  Fred  D.  Baldwm 
is  a  resident  of  Xew  Britain,  where  he  is  working 
as  foreman  in  mason  and  other  building  work. 

ELI  IVES  (deceased).  In  the  death  of  Eli 
Ives  on  May  13,  1886.  the  city  of  Meriden  lost  one 
of  its  sterling  citizens  and  active  business  men.  ever 
deeply  interested  in  whatever  seemed  for  the  good  of 
Meriden  and  its  people. 

Mr.  Ives  was  born  in  Meriden  Jan.  7.  1809,  of 
an  old  New  England  family.  The  first  of  the  name 
in  this  vicinity  was  John  Ives,  who  was  at  \\'alling- 
ford.  Conn.,  early  in  its  settlement,  and  who  was 
the  ancestor  of  our  subject,  the  latter  being  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  him.  The  line  of  descent  of 
Eli  Ives  was  through  John  Ives  (  21.  John  Ives  (3), 
John  Ives  (4)  and  Othniel  Ives. 
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(II)  John  Ives  (2),  son  of  John  Ives,  born  in 
1669,  married  in  1693,  in  ]\Ieriden,  Mary  Gillette, 
and  died  in  1738. 

(III)  John  Ives  (3),  son  of  John  Ives  (2), 
born  in  1(1)94,  marrieil  in  17 19,  Hannali  Royce, 
and  died  in  1795.     She  died  in  1770,  in  Meridcn. 

(IV)  John  IveS  (4),  son  of  John  Ives  (3),  born 
in  1729,  married  (first),  Mary  Hall,  who  died  in 
1788.  His  second  wife,  Sarah,  died  in  1804.  He 
died  in  1816. 

(V)  Othniel  Ives,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Royce)  Ives,  born  Aug.  17,  1779,  married  (first) 
Oct.  28,  1800,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Yale, 
and  (second)  Oct.  26,  1815,  Rosetta  Yale.  Othniel 
Ives  resided  in  the  eastern  part  of  ^leriden.  His 
children  were  Eliza,  who  married  Edwin  R.  Yale ; 
Elias,  who  married  Cornelius  Pomeroy ;  Eli,  who 
married  Gelina  Ann  Pomeroy ;  Othniel,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Julia  Cook,  and  (second),  Mary  How- 
ard; Isaac  I.,  who  married  Eloise  White;  Juliette, 
who  married  Eli  Butler;  John,  who  married  (first) 
Alina  Birdsey,  and  (second)  Wealthy  Merwin ; 
Frederick,  who  married  Frances  Jones ;  Russell  J., 
who  married  (first)  Flora  .\nn  White,  and  (second) 
Eliza  Yale. 

The  late  Eli  Ives,  son  of  Othniel  and  Sarah 
(Yale)  Ives,  and  the  subject  proper  of  this  review, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  left  home  when  in  his 
twenty-second  year,  and,  with  the  late  Noah  Pom- 
eroy, began  the  manufacture  of  tin  ware.  In  1837 
young  Ives  went  to  Wetumpka,  Ala.,  and  began  busi- 
ness in  which  he  retained  an  interest,  although  living 
most  of  the  time  in  Meriden.  In  1843  he  bought  the 
Tyler  Mills  in  Yalesville,  and  carried  on  the  milling 
business  and  the  manufacture  of  britannia  spoons. 
In  1849,  in  company  with  Bennett  Jeralds,  he  com- 
menced manufacturing  britannia  spoons  and  other 
articles  in  Prospect,  Conn.,  which  business  was  car- 
ried on  until  1854.  In  1852  Mr.  Ives  was  admitted 
as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Goodrich  &  Rutty,  and 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Goodrich,  Ives  &  Rutty. 
Mr.  Goodrich  retired  in  1864,  and  Edwin  R.  Crocker 
and  Nelson  Payne  were  admitted,  making  the  firm 
Ives,  Rutty  &  Company. 

Mr.  Ives  was  a  good  business  man,  and  a  man 
of  excellent  judgment.  His  services  were  often 
called  for  in  the  settlement  of  estates.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  Com- 
pensation of  the  city.  He  was  always  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  improvements  of  Meriden,  had  served 
both  as  councilman  and  alderman,  and  he  presided 
at  the  last  Democratic  town  convention  held  before 
his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
ever  held  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi/-:ens,  and 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  them ;  he  never 
was  sued  nor  sued  any  one  else.  Though  past  man's 
allotted  years,  he  had  an  iron  constitution  and  was 
active  to  the  last,  up  to  within  ten  days  of  his  death, 
having  been  driving  about  town  attending  to  business 
matters.     Several  times  within  twenty  years  prior  to 


his  death,  he  had  been  at  death's  door,  but  his  re- 
markable recuperative  power  and  wonderful  vitality 
brought  him  safely  through  the  ordeal. 

Mr.  Ives  married  Gelina  Anna  Pomeroy,  and  this 
union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Isaac 
O.,  Charles  P.,  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Flower,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Parshley  and  Mrs.  Isadora  Ives. 

WILLIAM  II.  1;RIST0L.  "History,"  says  a 
well-known  writer,  "is  best  studied  by  means  of 
biography — indeed,  history  is  biography  showing 
collective  humanity  as  influenced  and  governed  by 
individuals."  The  future  historians  of  this  section 
will  find  much  valuable  information  in  this  volume, 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  development  of  local 
industries  and  activities,  and  the  following  account 
of  one  who  was  a  leading-  business  man  of  Ansonia 
will  be  of  special  interest. 

Mr.  Bristol  was  born  Nov.  21,  1811,  in  Oxford, 
New  Haven  county,  where  his  family  has  been 
prominent  from  pioneer  times.  His  great-grandfa- 
ther. Eliphalet  Bristol,  v/ho  was  a  farmer  there,  at- 
tained the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  Gad 
Bristol,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  town^ 
his  death  occurring' at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  and 
his  wife,  Nancy  (Riggs),  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  had  several  children,  among  whom  was 
a  son  Sheldon. 

Sheldon  Bristol,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
Feb.  8,  1780.  in  Oxford,  and  his  life  was  spent  in 
farming  in  that  locality.  While  he  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  only,  he  was  a  man  of  ability, 
and  held  a  prominent  place  in  local  public  attairs 
and  in  social  life,  being  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A. 
M.  and  R.  A.  of  Oxford.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  Methodist,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both 
active  workers  in  the  church.  He  died  July  29, 
1859,  in  his  eightieth  year.  His  wife,  Agnes 
(Wheeler),  who  died  aged  seventy-seven  years,  was 
a  daughter  of  Deacon  Aden  Wheeler,  a  leadings 
citizen  of  Southford  in  his  day  and  the  owner  of  a 
farm  and  gristmill.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of 
a  familv  of  five  children,  and  the  last  survivor. 

The  common  schools  of  Oxford  furnished  \\ill- 
iam  B.  Bristol  his  early  educational  opportunities. 
of  which  he  availed  himself  so  well  that  at  sixteen 
he  was  qualified  to  teach.  He  taught  in  Roxbury 
in  1827.  in  Woodbridge  in  1828,  and  in  the  "Bowers 
Hill"  district  of  Oxford  in  1829,  and  one  of  his 
"boys,"  Fred  Hull,  now  of  Birmingham,  is  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  Mr.  Bristol  then  attended  school 
for  a  time  with  the  intention  of  studying  medicine, 
but  financial  considerations  caused  him  to  change  his 
mind,  and  he  decided  to  learn  the  mason's  trade. 
He  worked  for  Burr  Hall  at  $2  per  month  for  the 
first  year,  and  S3  the  second,  continuing  to  teach 
school  in  the  winter.  In  the  fall  of  1831  he  taught 
at  Southbury  Center,  and  spent  the  following  sum- 
mer at  the  mason's  trade  at  $4  per  month.  During 
the  next  winter  (when  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old),   he   taught   at   Bennett's   Bridge,   and   in   the- 
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spring  he  hired  out  to  George  Perry,  of  Monti- 
cello,  N.  Y.,  at  $24  per  month.  In  the  fall  he 
tauglit  at  Monticello,  and  in  the  summer  of  1833 
he  returned  to  his  father's  home.  In  the  summer 
of  1834  he  followed  the  mason's  trade  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  in  the  fall  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
spend  the  winter  in  the  same  line  of  work.  On  his 
n-tum,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  '^e  located  at  Birming- 
ham, and  entered  the  employ  of  Harvey  Johnson, 
then  building  the  first  factory  (copper  mill)  in 
the  town.  He  taught  school  for  some  years  in  the 
winter  while  following  the  mason's  trade  in  sum- 
mer, mainly  in  this  State.  In  1837  he  took  charge 
of  a  school  in  Derby,  Conn.,  where  a  previous  teach- 
er could  not  govern  and  had  been  obliged  to  close, 
but  Mr.  Bristol  had  good  success.  In  1838  he 
taught  in  Birmingham,  and  one  of  his  "boys''  there 
has  since  become  very  prominent,  and  recently  had 
to  give  up  the  office  of  judge  of  probate,  having 
reached  the  age  limit  of  seventy.  In  1838  Mr. 
Bristol  spent  a  short  time  in  Bridgeport,  and  later 
went  to  St.  Louis  and  other  W'esern  points,  travel- 
ing quite  extensively  in  that  section.  In  1840  he 
was  in  Springfield,  111.,  and  organized  a  school  there 
in  a  log  house.  The  Legislature  held  the  first  ses- 
sion in  a  church,  the  State  House  not  having  been 
built.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  Abe  Lincoln  were 
not  then  known.  Returning  East  in  the  spring  of 
1840,  Mr.  Bristol  followed  masonry  near  Ansonia 
for  a  time,  and  later  did  masonry  work  on  the 
Housatonic  road.  He  also  taught  school  in  1840- 
41-42  in  Orange,  and  in  1843  he  taught  in  the  Sec- 
ond District  of  Orange.  He  followed  the  mason's 
trade  in  New  Haven  in  1844,  a  year  made  memor- 
able by  the  excitement  of  Polk's  campaign,  and 
spent  the  winter  in  teaching  at  Derby.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1845  he  settled  at  the  site  of  the  present  city 
of  Ansonia;  at  that  time  there  were  no  dwelling 
houses  on  what  is  now  the  main  street,  and  he  had 
to  board  half  a  mile  out  of  the  village.  He  was 
identified  with  the  town  ever  after,  and  taught 
school  there  previous  to  1850.  Soon  after  his  ar- 
rival he  formed  a  partnership  with  Lyman  Treat 
and  began  taking  contracts  in  masonry,  but  in  1S48 
he  engaged  in  business  independently  as  a  dealer  in 
wood  and  coal.  There  were  no  other  yards  there 
at  the  time,  and  he  was  the  last  survivor  of  the 
earliest  business  men  of  the  place.  Mr.  Bristol  had 
an  automatic  railroad  at  Derby,  where  he  had  his 
largest  yard,  and  unloaded  all  his  coal,  bringing  it 
by  water  to  the  dock  and  placing  it  directly  upon 
the  automatic  railway.  In  1862  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Savings  Bank,  upon  its  organiza- 
tion, and  he  continued  to  hold  the  position  until 
his  death,  June  10,  1900.  being  the  last  representa- 
tive of  the  first  board  of  directors.  He  was  a  di- 
rector in  the  Ansonia  National  Bank,  which  he 
helped  to  organize,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
was  serving  as  vice-president.  He  was  formerly  a 
director  in  the  Birmingham  National  Bank,  begin- 
ning with  its  organization,  and  was  president  of 
that  bank  in  1870.     In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
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and  he  served  on   the  board  of  selectmen,  being 
town  agent  during  his  term  of  over  seven  vears. 

In  1854  Mr.  Bristol  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Pickett,  who  was  born  in  New  Milford,  daughter 
of  Sheldon  Pickett,  a  carpenter  of  that  town.  She 
was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bristol  had  seven  children  :  Agnes,  who  mar- 
ried John  F.  Osborne;  William  P.,  a  machinist; 
Arthur  M.,  a  letter  carrier  in  Ansonia;  Herbert 
L.,  who  was  with  his  father  as  bookkeeper  and  gen- 
eral assistant ;  Charles  H. ;  David  W. ;  and  Fred- 
erick L.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  ]\Irs.  Bristol  being  a  member  thereof.  With 
three  exceptions  Mr.  Bristol  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  the  oldest  Odd  P'ellow,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  order  fifty-seven  years,  and  he  was 
the  chief  veteran  in  the  Veteran  Organization  of 
the  State.  In  1841  he  united  with  Quinnipiac 
Lodge,  of  New  Haven,  and  in  1849  he  became  a 
charter  member  of  Naugatuck  Lodge.  No.  63,  of 
Ansonia,  in  which  he  passed  all  the  chairs.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A. 
'SL,  belonging  to  George  Washington  Lodge.  No. 
82,  and  Chapter  No.  35.  .  Mr.  Bristol  was  widely 
and  sincerely  mourned  in  the  town  where  so  many 
years  of  his  long  and  useful  life  were  passed. 

THE  ROGERS  FAMILY.  For  more  than  fifty 
years  the  name  of  Rogers  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  industrial  interests  of  Meriden. 
The  firm  of  C.  Rogers  &  Bros.,  composed  of  Cephas 
B.,  Gilbert  and  Wilbur  F.  Rogers,  has  been  a  con- 
spicuous factor  in  the  development  of  the  city.  They 
have  all  been  thoroughly  trained  and  experienced  in 
the  silver  and  silver-plating  business,  and  have  con- 
tributed to  their  city  not  only  business  skill  and  acu- 
men to  a  high  degree,  but  personal  character  and 
reliability  in  their  transactions  far  above  the  usual 
code  of  commercial  morality. 

The  Rogers  Brothers,  sons  of  the  late  Hervey 
Rogers,  of  Saybrook  and  Meriden,  Conn.,  are  de- 
scended from  James  Rogers,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
John  Rogers,  who  sutfered  martyrdom,  under 
the  reign  of  Mary  in  England,  in  1555.  On 
the  maternal  side  they  are  of  the  ninth  gen- 
eration from  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullen 
of  the  ■■:\Iaytiower."  JamV;s  Rogers  came  to  ' 
New  England  in  the  ship  "Increase"  in  1635, 
when  twenty  years  of  age.  Stopping  for  a  time  at 
Stratford,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sanuiel 
Rowland.  At  a  later  time  he  was  found  in  Milford, 
where  his  wife  united  with  the  church  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Prudden  in  1645.  ^^^  he  in 
1652.  In  1660  James  Rogers  removed  to  New  Lon- 
don, where  he  became  prosperous  and  influential. 
Six  times  he  was  sent  as  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  His  sons  and  daughters  were  men  and 
women  of  character  and  energy.  They  were  :  ^am- 
,  uel.  Joseph.  John,  Bethsheba.  James  and  Jonathan, 
from  whom  have  come  many  of  the  name  in  Con- 
necticut. 
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The  late  Hervey  Rotjers  was  bnrn  Jan.  19,  1805, 
in   the   town    of    Middletown,   Conn.,   anrl   married 
Elizabeth  A.  Tryon,  who  was  born  in   1807.     The 
nine  children  horn  to  them  were:     (i)  George  W-, 
who  died  in  1880,  was  postmaster  in  Meriden  under 
the  administration  of  President  Lincohi.  and  prev- 
ious to  that  doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  Washington,  D.  C;  (J)  Hervey  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Meriden;   (3)    Watson  Brewer  was  lost  at 
sea  in   1857;   (4)   Cephas  B. ;   (5)   Gilbert  and   (6) 
Wilbur  F.  compose  the  firm  of  C.  Rogers  &  Broth- 
ers;    (7)    Isabella  Mrginia  died   in  childhood;    (8) 
Isabella  \'irginia  (2)  is  the  wife  of  Egbert  Young; 
(9)    N.  Burton,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
drummer  boy  in    Company  C,  7th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Joe  Hawley  (who  later  became  a  major  gen- 
eral, then   governor  of  Connecticut,  and   is   now  a 
'United  States  Senator),  has  been  for  years  a  prom- 
inent  and    influential   citizen     of    Danbury.    Conn., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  the  president  of 
the   Rogers   Silver  Plate  Co.  of  that  city,'  and  the 
largest  stockholder  in  the  Russell-Tomlinson  Electric 
Company.     In  1849  '^'''e  family  removed  from  Say- 
brook  to  Meriden,  where  the  father  took  the  man- 
agement of  the  "Rogers  Hotel,"  and  there  remained, 
rearing  his  children  to  useful  manhood  and  woman- 
hood.    The   parents    were   deeply   religious   people, 
plain  and  unostentatious,  and  commanded  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  their  many  acquaintances.     Mr.  Rog- 
ers died  in  1882,  and  Mrs.  Rogers  in  1889.  | 
Cephas  B.  Rogers,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  | 
of  C.  Rogers  &  Bros.,  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  I 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  30,  1836. 
His   early  schooling  was   obtained   in   the   common 
schools  of  Meriden,  whither  the  family  had  moved 
when   he  was   thirteen   years  of  age.     Part  of  his 
boyhood  was  passed  in  a  neighboring  factory  where 
tinware  and  japanned  goods  were  made,  and  it  was 
there  that  he  early  developed  that  energy  and  ability 
which  so  largely  determined  his  future  success.     He 
was  accustomed  to  rise  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing to  do  the  chores,  and  the  preparatory  work  of 
the  day,  and  his  habits  and  systematic  methods  of 
■work  were  noteworthy.  A  better  opening  soon  came, 
when  he  was  offered  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  office 
•of  a  lumber  and  coal  company.     When  he  was  some- 
what older,  he  resumed  his  studies  and  completed 
his  schooling  in  the  Meriden  Acadeniv.     While  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  hotel  he  displayed  an  apti- 
tude  for  that   line  of  work,   and   was   engaged  as 
clerk   in   the   "New  Haven   House."    where   he   re- 
mained until  1863.     Those  were  stirring  times,  and 
'his  position  aftorded  him  the  opportunity  of  a  wide 
acquaintance  with  men,  especially  with  the  political 
and  military  leaders  of  the  State,  as  that  hostelry 
was  their  principal  rendezvous  in  the  city.     To  this 
then  voung  man  was  given  the  privilege  of  accom- 
panying Mr.  Lincoln,  when  that  distinguished  visitor 
made  addresses  in  the  State,  introducing  representa- 
tive citizens  to  him.     The  enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Rogers 
for  the  Republican  party  carried  him  upon  the  ros- 


trum for  the  discussion  of  the  great  questions  of  the 
day.  His  ready  si)ccch  and  wide  knowledge  of  the 
political  situation  made  him  an  agreeable  and  suc- 
cessful public  speaker,  and  when  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
inaugurated  president,  Mr.  Rogers  visited  Washing- 
ton to  share  in  the  eclat  of  the  great  occasion. 

In  1863  Mr.  Rogers  left  the  "New  Haven  House" 
to  take  charge  of  the  "Wadawanock  House,"  at 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  later  was  host  of  the  "St. 
Denis  Hotel."  a  famous  Xew  York  establishment. 
In  both  of  these  engagements  Mr.  Rogers  was  very 
successful,  and  accumulated  a  goodly  sum  of  money, 
but  his  health  was  broken  by  the  close  confinement, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Meriden  for  recup- 
eration. It  was  during  this  period  that  the  partner- 
ship of  C.  Rogers  &  Bros,  was  planned,  and  it  was 
entered  into  in  FebruaTv.  1866.  Our  subject's  two 
brothers,  Gilbert  and  Wilbur  F.,  were  skilled  manu- 
facturers of  silver-plated  ware,  and  there  appeared 
to  be  room  in  the  business  world  for  a  new  com- 
pany and  a  new  factory  in  that  line.  Beginning  in 
a  small  way,  the  silver-plating  industry  of  C.  Rogers 
&  Bros,  has  advanced  until  it  has.  now  become  one  of 
the  principal  establishments  in  Meriden,  and  chal- 
lenges the  admiration  of  all  who  are  familiar  with 
its  inception  and  growth.  About  three  hundred 
hands  are  steadily  employed,  and  so  successfully  is 
the  institution  managed  that  the  doors  are  never 
closed  save  for  holidays  or  inventory.  The  products 
of  the  factory  are  ranged  in  three  departments :  sil- 
ver plated  spoons,  forks,  knives  and  table  ware,  the 
manufacture  beginning  with  the  metals  from  which 
the  goods  are  finally  made ;  casket  trimmings  and 
undertakers"  supplies ;  furniture  hardware.  In  one 
or  more  of  these  departments  business  is  always 
brisk.  The  manufactured  products  of  C.  Rogers  & 
Bros,  have  a  world-wide  reputation.  The  foreign 
shipments  are  large,  going  to  Europe.  Australia  and 
South  -America.  So  fully  does  the  company  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  its  numerous  and  widely-scattered 
patrons,  and  so  exactly  do  all  its  goods  correspond 
to  the  statements  concerning  them,  that  the  entire 
business  is  conducted  from  the  ofhce  in  Meriden. 
The  Rogers  give  their  personal  supervision  to  the 
workings  and  products  of  all  their  great  factory. 
By  strict  integrity,  by  honorable  and  prompt  methods 
of  business,  and  hv  close  attention  to  every  depart- 
ment. C.  Rogers  &  Bros,  commend  themselves  to  all 
the  markets  of  the  world,  and  have  won  a  reputation 
that  is  best  measured  by  the  constant  growth  of 
their  business  from  year  to  year.  The  aim  of  the 
three  brothers  in  their  manufacturing  enterprise  is 
not  monev  making  for  the  sake  of  money  alone, 
but  chiefly  for  the  good  which  may  be  done  through 
it,  so  that  the  marked  prosperity  they  have  won 
serves  a  high  moral  end.  They  are  not  only  prom- 
inent in  business,  but  also  in  social  and  religious 
circles.  They  are  Methodists,  and  have  been  great- 
ly interested  in  the  fortune  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  they  all  belong.  Cephas  B.  Rog- 
ers has  served  on  the  otticial  board  of  that  church 
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since  1866,  and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees.  In  the  denomination  at  large  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known,  and  his  ability  has  given  dignity 
and  standing  to  the  governing  bodies  of  the  church. 
In  1888  he  was  president  of  the  Lay  Conference,  in 
1900  T\as  lay  delegate  to  the  General  Conference  at 
Chicago.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  trustee  of 
the  Weslcvan  University  in  Middletown.  In  Meri- 
den  he  has  taken  much  interest  in  local  matters,  and 
the  schools  of  the  city  have  engaged  his  special  at- 
tention. For  six  years  he  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  city  council.  In  1880  Mr.  Rogers  visited  Eng- 
land and  France. 

The  younger  brothers,  who  are  older  in  the  sil- 
ver-plating business,  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
gaged for  almost  half  a  century,  are  most  substantial 
and  useful  citizens,  enterprising  and  public-spirited. 
and  have  contributed  very  largely  of  their  time  and 
money,  as  well  as  personal  effort,  toward  the  building 
of  Meriden  and  the  uplifting  of  their  fellow  men. 

Cephas  B.  Rogers  was  married  in  1870  to 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Dr.  Peter  F.  and  Anna  M. 
Clark,  of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  Chris- 
tian lady,  beloved  in  her  church  and  highly  esteemed 
in  the  society  of  Meriden.  Their  home  is  the  Rog- 
ers homestead  in  IMeriden,  beautifully  located  in 
North  Colony  street,  from  which  is  dispensed  a  gen- 
erous hospitality.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  the  granddaugh- 
ter of  Dr.  J.  Clark,  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Her 
great-grandfather,  grandfather  and  father  were  all 
graduates  of  Yale  College.  She  is  an  aunt  of  John 
Foster  Carr,  another  Yale  graduate, .and  also  a  grad- 
uate of  Oxford  University,  the  famous  English  in- 
stitution, who  sustains  quite  a  reputation  in  the 
literary  circles  of  London,  England.  Mrs.  Rogers  is 
a  member  of  Susan  Carrington  Clark  Chapter  D.  A. 
R.,  of  Meriden,  and  is  much  esteemed  in  all  circles. 

WILLIAM  TIDGEWELL.  one  of  the  older  and 
more  venerable  employes  of  the  Winchester  Arms 
Co.,  at  New  Haven,  where  he  holds  the  creditable 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  Water  Shops  at  1 
Whitneyville,  was  born  in  Sheffield.  England,  Jan.  I 
7.  1826,  a  son  of  James  Tidgewell,  a  native  of  the 
same  city. 

James  Tidgewell  came  to  the  United  States  very  ! 
early  in  the  century,  and  spent  a  few  years  in  New  i 
York.     About  1830,  he  came  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  ' 
where  he  engaged   in  business  as  a  maker  of  car-  I 
penters  squares,  bevels,  printers  articles  and  similar 
goods.     In  England  he  had  been  an  engineer.     His  1 
death   occurred    in    Middletown   about    1S63.     Ann  '■ 
Eaton,  who  became  his  wife,  was  born  in  Sheffield,  i 
England,  and  died  many  years  ago.     She  was  the  t 
mother   of   five   children :      James,    William,    Eliza, 
Elizabeth  and   Fannie.     Of  these  James  became  a 
mechanic,  and  lived  in  Middletown  most  of  his  life, 
although  he  died  in  Brooklyn  :  Eliza  is  the  widow  of 
\\  illiam  J.  Bowen,  formerJv  chief  of  police  of  New 
Haven  city,  and  for  a  period  of  vears  assistant  super- 
mtendent  of  the  State  Reform'  School  at  Meriden, 


Conn.;  Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  married  George  M. 
Pratt,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Victor  Sewing 
Machine  Co.,  at  Middletown,  and  now  a  prominent 
merchant  and  coal  dealer;  Fannie  is  the  widow  of 
Dwight  E.  Bailey,  of  Middletown,  who  was  for 
thirty  years  connected  with  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  contractor. 

William  Tidgewell  came  to  Xew  York  when  sev- 
en years  of  age,  and  attended  the  city  schools  of  that 
place  and  of  Middletown.  Early  in  life  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  machinist's  trade,  and  when  he  was 
twenty-one  associated  himself  in  business  with  his 
father  to  manufacture  the  line  of  specialties  already 
noted.  In  i860  Mr.  Tidgewell  entered  into  business 
relations  as  contractor  with  the  Savage  Arms  Co., 
of  Middletown,  and  was  .connected  with  that  insti- 
tution until  1865.  when  the  company  went  out  of 
business.  For  about  a  year  and  a  half  Mr.  Tidge- 
well was  with  the  Hubbard  Hardware  Co.,  of  Mid- 
dletown. In  1867  he  was  engaged  by  the  Remington 
Arms  Co.,  of  Ilion,  X.  Y.,  and  worked  out  a  contract 
for  twenty  thousand  guns  for  the  Danish  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Tidgewell  is  distinguished  for  being  the 
first  mechanic  to  make  guns  by  machinerv  for  the 
Remington  people.  Following  this  he  was  emploved 
as  contractor  by  the  \'ictor  Sewing  Machine  Co., 
of  ^Middletown,  for  fifteen  years ;  and  in  Meriden 
he  worked  three  years  for  the  ISIalleable  Iron  Co., 
after  which  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in  a  factorv 
at  Milford.  In  April,  1888,  Mr.  Tidgewell  came 
to  Xew  Haven  to  take  a  position  as  tool  maker  for 
the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  and  after  a 
year  and  a  half  at  this  work  was  made  superintend- 
ent of  the  Water  Shops  of  the  company,  and  for 
twelve  years  the  work  in  this  department  has  been 
under  his  direction.  Mr.  Tidgewell  is  noted  for 
his  ability,  and  for  his  strict  and  unwavering  atten- 
tion to  business.  On  May  6,  1846,  Mr.  Tidgewell 
was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Kelsey,  of  Cromwell.  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Calvin  Kelsey,  and  a  descendant  of  an 
old  Xew  England  family.  .\lrs.  Tidgewell  died  leav- 
ing a  family  of  three  children  :  Sarah,  now  deceased : 
Frederick,  a  mechanic  who  for  fifteen  years  has  been 
with  the  Winchester  Arms  Co. ;  and  Florence,  un- 
married. In  politics  Mr.  Tidgewell  takes  verv  little 
mterest.  In  religion  he  and  his  familv  are  Uni- 
versalists. 

XORRIS  M.  JOHXSOX  (deceased)  was  for 
niany  years  one  of  the  successful  and  prominent 
farmers  of  Hamden,  Xew  Haven  countv,  his  entire 
life  being  passed  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
was  born  Jan.  2^,  1835,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and 
Betsey  (Little)  Johnson.  The  father  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  in  1808,  and  died  there  in  1S45.  I" 
his  family  were  the  following  children:  Hezekiah: 
Charles;  Lorenzo;  Alonzo:  Svlvanus.  a  resident  of 
Iowa  and  the  only  son  now  living;  X'orris  M. ;  and 
Frances,  the  wife  of  Ezra  Stiles,  of  X'onh  Haven. 

The  early  life  of  X'orris  M.  Johnson  was  spent 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  his  literary  education 
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was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality. 
He  soon  became  familiar  with  every  department  of 
farm  work,  and  also  with  brick  making,  his  father 
being  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation  in  connection 
with  farming.  Mr.  Johnson  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  throughout  life,  and  for  a  great 
many  years  he  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to 
the  manufacture  of  bricks. 

On  Alarch  29,  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Josephine  M.  Benham,  who  was  born  at 
Church  Corners  in  the  town  of  Hamden,  March  24, 
1839,  a  daughter  of  Luther  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Hea- 
tcn)  Benham,  and  granddaughter  of  Amos  Ben- 
ham,  all  natives  of  Hamden.  She  is  the  oldest  in 
a  family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Willis, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Hamden ;  Dallas,  who  died 
in  1891 ;  and  Lydia,  who  died  in  Hamden ;  and  Liz- 
zie, who  died  in  December,  1898.  Our  subject. and 
his  wife  had  two  children :  Charley,  who  was  born 
Dec.  27,  1858,  and  died  Feb.  5,  1878;  and  Adelaide, 
who  was  bom  March  22,  1862,  and  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  leaving  two  children — W'illard  Douglass 
Warren  (who  died  when  six  years  old)  and  New- 
ton H.  Warren  (born  August  7,  1895). 

Mr.  Johnson  died  Alarch  4,  1898,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a  consistent  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  where  he 
sang  in  the  choir  for  many  years.  Those  who  knew 
him  best  were  numbered  among  his  warmest 
friends,  and  no  citizen  in  the  community  was  more 
honored  or  highly  respected.  His  estimable  wife 
still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  choir  for  many  years,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  church  matters. 

GEORGE  HENRY  S.^^TH.  The  name  of 
Smith  in  the  city  of  New  Haven  is  associated  with 
the  extensive  business  done  there  by  that  family  in 
the  planting,  growing  and  shipping  of  oysters. 
George  Henry  Smith  was  not  only  one  of  the  pio- 
neers in  that  business  in  New  Haven,  but  he  has 
also  been  one  of  the  most  successful,  the  firm  of 
G.  H.  Smith  &  Son  being  well  known  all  over  the 
countr}-.  His  operations  are  carried  on  at  City 
Point,  New  Haven  and  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

George  Henry  Smith  was  bom  in  West  Haven, 
Conn.,  Aug.  20,  1834,  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  moved  to  New  Haven.  His  school- 
ing had  not  been  neglected  prior  to  this  time,  and 
after  locating  in  New  Haven  he  was  a  student  in 
a  private  school  taught  by  a  Mrs.  Nichols.  Then  he 
gratified  a  boyish  love  of  adventure  by  shipping  for 
the  West  Indies,  and  his  years  between  fifteen  and 
twenty-three  were  spent  on  the  sea.  In  1867,  in 
association  with  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Smith,  he 
built  a  house  on  a  vessel  at  Long  Wharf,  having 
previously,  in  1864,  erected  an  oyster  house  on 
Oyster  Point.  In  1883  he  built  a  large  oyster  house 
in  Washington  street,  and  in  1884  purchased  his 
brother's  interest  in  the  business,  which  had  grown 
to  such  an  extent  that  in  1888  he  found  it  necessarv 


to  erect  his  present  oyster  plant,  on  Oyster  or  City 
Point,  where  he  cultivates  700  acres  of  oyster 
ground,  having  for  his  wholesale  trade  one  gasoline 
and  one  steam  boat  of  his  own,  and  hiringa  num- 
ber of  others.  The  business  is  known"  all  over 
the  United  States,  and  there  is  no  more  successful 
firm  in  this  locality  than  that  of  G.  H.  Smith  & 
Son,  growers,  planters,  shippers  and  wholesale 
dealers  in  native  oysters.  The  product  of  their 
!  grounds  has  been  found  satisfactory  all  over  the 
I  country. 

I  On  July  5,  1858,  George  Henry  Smith  was 
I  married  to  Miss  Pauline  M.  Butler,  of  New  Ha- 
j  ven,  who  passed  away  Oct.  8,  1864.  Two  children 
I  were  born  to  this  union :  Grace  E.,  who  married 
i  Lewis  W.  Hulse,  of  Port  Jefi'erson,  L.  I.,  and 
Sarah  P.,  who  married  Lewis  W.  Gates,  of  'Stw 
Haven.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Smith,  cele- 
brated Nov.  6,  1865,  was  to  Mary  A.  Babcock.  of 
^Vest  Haven,  who  died  Aug.  9,  1887,  leaving  five 
children  :  Harriet  ]M.,  Jeremiah  C,  Mabel  A.,  Olive 
L.  and  :\Iildred  L.  Of  this  family,  Harriet  M.  mar- 
ried S.  Hamilton  Nussbaum,  of  La  Porte,  Ind. 
Jeremiah  C.  (who  is  in  business  with  his  father) 
married  Helen  Lattin,  of  Shelton,  Conn.  :Mabel 
A.  married  Albert  E.  Wilson,  of  New  Castle,  Del. 
On  Aug.  20,  1888,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mabel  Thomas,  of  Rushville,  III.  a 
daughter  of  Chauncy  T.  Thomas,  of  New  Haven. 
'Mr.  Smith  has  four  grandchildren:  Dorothy  and 
Hamilton,  daughter  and  son  of  S.  Hamilton  Nuss- 
baum ;  Marion,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  C.  Smith  ;  and 
Paul,  son  of  Lewis  W.  Gates. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican,  but  he 
takes  no  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  His  en- 
grossing business  enterprises,  his  beautiful  home, 
and  his  family  ties  and  associations,  sutficientiv  fill 
his  days  without  the  excitements  of  public  life  to- 
add  to  his  cares,  while  such  honors  would  not  in- 
crease the  enjo>-ment  of  a  quiet  and  home-loving 
citizen  such  as  is  George  Henry  Smith. 

DEACON    NELSON    WARREN     MITCH- 
I  ELL.     That  deep  religious  conviction    which    in- 
i  duced  the  settlement  of  New  England  and  gave  to 
the  Colonies  their  distinctive  meaning  still  dwells  in 
j  the  hearts    of    many  of  the   Puritan   descendants. 
;  Deacon  Mitchell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one 
'  of  the  best-known  citizens  of  the  town  of  South- 
bury,  where  for  manv  years  he  has  been  one  of  its 
\  most  influential  and  representative  farmers,  but  he 
■  is.  perhaps,  most  widely  known  for  his  active  and 
earnest  church  work.     For  nearly  forty-two  years 
he  has  been  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church 
i  of   South   Britain.      He   became   a   member  of   the 
i  church  in   1841,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
j  has  ever  since  been  one  of  its  most  earnest  wor- 
shippers, 
i         Deacon  Mitchell  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
I  earliest  New  England  settlers.    He  is  of  the  seventh 
.  generation  from  Matthew  Mitchell,  the  founder  of 
the   family   in  America,  w'ho  in   1635  migrated  to 
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America  from  Encjland.  The  first  winter  this  pio- 
neer spent  in  Chariestown,  Alass.,  then  in  1636  set- 
tled at  Saybrook.  lie  successively  lived  at  Wethers- 
field  and  Stamford,  then  joined  the  New  Haven 
Colony,  and  died  in  1645.  The  line  of  descent  tD 
our  subject  was  through  (2)  David  ^litchell,  (3) 
Mathew  Mitchell  and  (4)  Deacon  Eleazer  Mitchell, 
who  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  South- 
bury.  Deacon  Eleazer  Mitchell  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  ^^'ocKlibury,  Nov.  24,  1732.  When  only 
three  days  old  his  mother  died,  and  he  was  adopted 
and  raised  by  Capt.  Richard  Bronson.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  French  wars,  became  a  large  land 
owner,  and  a  very  prominent  citizen  of- New  Haven  , 
county.  He  died  Feb.  3,  i8iq,  aged  eighty-seven  ; 
years.  His  son,  Warren  ^litchell,  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject. 

Cyrus  Mitchell,  son  of  Warren  and  father  of 
our  subject,  married  Avis  Charlotte  Pierce,  who 
diedi  in   Southbury. 

Deacon  Nelson  Warren  ]Mitchell  was  born  on 
the  farm  in  Southbury  which  he  now  occupies,  Alay 
29.  1825.  His  education  was  commenced  in  the 
common  schools  of  Southbury,  and  completed  in  the 
academy  at  South  Britain,  to  a  farm  near  which 
town  his  parents  moved  when  he  was  eleven  years 
old.  In  1849  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  'has  ever  since  resided. 

On  Feb.  28,  1849,  Deacon  Mitchell  married  Aliss 
Edna  Piatt,  of  South  Britain,  daughter  of  David 
Piatt,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children :  Ed- 
ward, proprietor  of  the  New  Haven  Game  and  Nov- 
elty Co.,  who  married'  Carrie  E.  Bradley  and  has 
three  children  :  Gertrude  Elizabeth.  Warren  Elliott 
and  Leroy  Bradley;  Annie  C,  who  married  H.  C. 
Stahl,  of  Bellevue,  Ohio,  and  has  four  children: 
Edna  Rachel,  Alice  Emeline.  Marion  Bell  and  Har- 
low Mitchell;  and  Charles  W..  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  Mr.  Mitchell  owns  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  170  acres,  and  conducts  a  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairy  business.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of  that 
party,  and  he  has  held  various  local  offices,  in  1882 
being  elected'  representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  is  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of 
the  town.  His  commodious  home  was  erected  in 
1812.  and  is  one  of  the  historical  landmarks  of  the 
vicinitv. 

LYON.  For  generations  the  Lvons  of  New 
Haven  have  been  among  the  city's  intelligent  and 
substantial  citizens,  prominent  among  them  Col. 
William  Lvon,  of  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  a 
number  of  whose  children  allied  themselves  by  mar- 
riage with  the  first  families  of  the  city  and  locality — 
the  Lewises,  Linsleys,  Bennetts  and  others.  Richard 
Fitch  Lyon,  still  of  New  Haven,  though  retired 
from  active  business  life,  has  been  one  of  the  city's 
leading  residents. 

Several  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Lyon  were 


found  in  the  settling  of  New  England  at  Dorchester, 
Roxbury,  Salem  and  other  points  in  the  Massachu- 
setts colony,  as  early  as  1635.  A  Richard  Lyon 
was  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  as  early  as  1649.  Thomas 
Lyon,  probably  a  brother  (says  one  authority)  of 
Richard,  the  Fairfield  settler,  bought  land  in  Fair- 
field, in  1654,  at  which  time  he  is  first  of  record 
there.  This  property  he  sold  in  1675,  and  removed 
to  Greenwich,  Conn.  He  was  a  large  land  owner 
in  both  places.  There  is  a  family  tradition,  says 
the  "History  of  Rye,  N.  Y.,"  that  Thomas  Lyon,  in 
company  with  John  Banks,  came  from  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  settled  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Byram 
river.  John  Lyon,  son  of  Thomas,  was  living  in 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  in  1710.  A  John  Lyon  removed 
from  the  town  of  Greenwich  to  Rye,  in  Westchester 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  James  Lyon,  one  of  his  descend- 
ants, was  proprietor  at  one  time  of  Byram  Point. 
It  is  claimed  by  some  that  John  Lyon,  of  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  was  of  Scottish  origin.  Again,  there  was  a 
Henry  Lyon  at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1645.  who.  says 
Savage,  was  a  son  of  Richard,  of  Fairfield,  and  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  William  Bateman.  This  Henry 
Lyon  was  of  Fairfield  in  1652.  So  much  for  some 
of  the  forerunners  of  the  Lyons  of  Fairfield  county, 
Conn.,  and  contiguous  territory. 

Col.  William  Lyon,  of  New  Haven,  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing,  born  March  6,  1748,  a  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Maltby)  Lyon,  married 
Lois  Mansfield,  born  April  24,  1747,  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  Nathan  Mansfield,  of  New  Haven,  and 
a  descendant  of  Richard  Mansfield,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  New  Haven,  in  1639,  through  Major 
Moses  and  Deacon  Jonathan  Mansfield.  Col.  Will- 
iam Lyon  was  one  of  New  Haven's  literary  charac- 
ters and  foremost  men  of  culture.  He  early  ex- 
hibited remarkable  mental  power,  having  been  pre- 
pared for  Yale  College  at  nine  years  of  age.  He 
was  the  first  cashier  and  at  the  head  of  the  old  New 
Haven  Bank,  incorporated  in  1792.  The  last  twen- 
ty-five years  of  his  life,  approximately  speaking,  he 
devoted  to  intense  reading.  He  possessed  an  extra- 
ordinary memorv,  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
greatest  antiquarians,  and  thoroughly  versed  his- 
torians in  the  United  States.  Although  his  pen 
enriched  so  many  periodicals  of  his  time,  he  could 
never  be  persuaded  to  publish  any  volume  of  ancient 
or  modern  history.  This  has  been  deeply  regretted. 
as  for  fifty  years  he  was  the  oracle  of  so  many  his- 
tories published  by  others.  Col.  Lyon  died  Oct. 
12,  1830,  and  his  wife  died  Aug.  26,  1821. 

The  following  extract  taken  from  a  chapter  on 
"New  Haven  in  the  Revolution,"  in  the  "Atwater 
History  of  New  Haven,"  we  judge  refers  to  the 
home  of  Col.  Lyon : 

Capt.  William  Lyon  resided  in  a  house  which  stood 
where  the  Lyon  Building  now  is  (1886),  in  Chapel  street. 
While  the  British  held  possession  of  the  town,  as  =ome 
of  them  were  passing  down  Chapel  street  on  the  opposite 
side  from  this  house,  a  musketshot  was  fired  at  them  from 
its  windows,   which  wounded  one  of  them      It  would  ap- 
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pear  that  the  family,  having  vacated  the  house,  some  per- 
son had  entered,  gone  upstairs  and  from  one  of  the  win- 
dows had  tired  on  this  part  of  tlie  enemy,  and  then  fied 
by  some  back  way.  The  soldiers  came  across  the  street  in 
great  rage,  and  searched  the  rooms  to  find  the  person  who 
fired  upon  tliem.  Not  finding  him  they  committed,  con- 
siderable damage  in  the  way  of  breaking  doors  and  win- 
dows, and  by  ransacking  desks,  drawers,  and  other  re- 
positories, and  by  tearing  up  and  scattering  papers.  Two 
of  the  doors,  one  having  a  panel  replaced  where  it  had  been 
dashed  out  by  the  soldiers,  and  the  other  pierced  by  a 
musket  ball,  continued  in  use  as  long  as  the  house  re- 
mained. It  was  in  this  house  that  the  "New  Haven  Bank," 
the  "  Bee-hive,"  was  first  established. 

Willard  Lyon,  son  of  Levi  and  Ruth  (Fitch), was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  the  ancient  family  of  L\on  in 
Scotland,  where  in  1371,  Sir  John  Lyon  was  Thane 
(■Earl)  of  Glamis,  and  in  1376  married  the  Princess 
Jane,  daughter  of  King  Robert  IL  and  was  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Scotland  in  1380.  William  Lyon,  the 
first  ancestor  in  this  country,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  came  Sept.  11,  1635.  in  the  ship  "Hopewell" 
and  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  \\'inard  Lyon  was 
born  July  12,  1789,  in  Ashford,  Conn.  He  came  to 
New  Haven  when  a  young  man  and  engaged  in  run- 
ning stage  lines,  in  the  employ  of  John  Babcock 
(then  one  of  the  largest  stage  proprietors  in  this 
section),  and  on  his  own  account;  after  a  long  sick- 
ness, he  gave  up  this  occupation  and  was  appointed 
the  "Penny  Post"  (letter  carrier)  at  the  Xew  Haven 
postoffice  (there  being  at  that  time  but  one  such 
official),  but  declining  to  conform  his  political  prin- 
ciples to  those  of  the  administration  in  power,  the 
office  was  given  to  a  Democrat,  and  Mr.  Lyon  was 
soon  after  appointed  "City  Sexton"  and  "Hearse 
Leader,"  having  charge  of  all  city  burials,  which 
offices  he  held  for  fifteen  years,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Lyon  was  an  old  line  Whig,  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  public  atTairs 
generally.  Fraternally  he  affiliated  v.-ith  Hiram 
Lcydge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  took  all  the  Masonic  de- 
grees up  to  and  including  that  of  the  Knight  Temp- 
lar ;  he  was  grand  tyler  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Con- 
necticut. In  religious  connection  he  was  a  member 
of  Trinity  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged.  \\'ill- 
ard  Lyon  married.  June  i.  1823.  .\manda  Scarritt. 
who  was  born  in  Wallingford.  Conn..  April  ifi,  1793. 
daughter  of  John  Scarritt,  and  three  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  (i)  James  Willard.  born 
June  16,  1824.  married  Eliza  Kirby,  of  Stonington. 
Sept.  II,  1852.  He  carried  on  business  as  a  tailor 
in  New  Haven  and  Waterhury.  and  in  1853  he  re- 
moved to  Chicago,  111.,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  merchant  tailors  in  that  city  at  the  time 
of  the  great  fire,  in  which  his  store  and  contents 
were  swept  awav.  His  wife  died  .-^ug.  25.  1885, 
leaving  no  children,  and  he  soon  afterward  returned 
to  New  Haven  in  greatly  impaired  health.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  Cleve- 
land Lodge.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  one  of  the  largest  in 
Chicago.  (2)  Richard  Fitch  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (3)  Ruth  .Amanda,  born  June  27.  1832, 
married  George  F.  Selleck,  of  Xorwalk,  Conn..  Feb. 


8,   1864,  and  they  are  now  residing  on  a  farm  in 
P>ethany.     Mr.   Selleck  was  a  volunteer  in  the  5*h 
Conn.  V.  I.,  participating  in  most  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  Civil  war,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant.  In  September,  i8''>3.  the  5th 
Regiment  was   transferred   from   the   Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Tennessee,  and  served  with  Sherman's 
army  in  the  battles  about  Chattanooga  and  the  fam- 
ous march  to  the  Sea :  he  was  wounded  and  cap- 
i  tured  at  Cedar  Mountain,  where  the  Fifth  was  so 
badly  cut  up,  and  was  confined  a  short  time  in  Libby 
prison.     After  the  war  he  served  twenty  years  on 
I  the   Xew   Haven  police   force,   and   is   retired  on  a 
!  pension.     Willard   Lyon   died   Sept.   22,    1849.  and 
[  his   wife   Jan.    14,    1869:   he   was   buried   with    the 
I  church  service  and  the  Masonic  ritual,  his  funeral 
j  being    attended    by    about    two    hundred    Knights 
1  Templars  and  Masons,  and  a  large  assemblage  of 
i  citizens.     Says   a   local    paper :      "In    the   death   of 
I  Willard  Lyon,   City   Sexton,   the  public  has   lost  a 
'  good  citizen  and  an  honest  man."' 
j         John  Scarritt,   the   fatlier  of  Mrs.  Lyon,  was  a 
i  son  of  James  Scarritt,  who  was  bom  in  Branford, 
I  Conn.     He  married  Love  Hall,  of  Wallingford.  and 
I  settled  in  that  town.     Entering  the  army  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  he  served  with  the  Colonial  troops 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War.     He  was  bv  trade  a 
weaver,  and  being  a  man  of  good  education,   was 
I   for  many  years   a   schoolmaster,  and   as   "Master"' 
;  Scarritt  was  well  known  and  respected  by. his  fel- 
j  low  townsmen.     He  was  among  the  first  churchmen 
i  in  the  town,  and  was  a  Freemason.     John  Scarritt, 
I  his  son.  was  also  well  educated,  and  he  learned  and 
i  carried  on  the  trade  of  his  father,  and  also  became 
a  schoolmaster,  in  time  becoming  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  Wallingford.     An  earnest  member  of 
the   Episcopal    Church,   he   conilucted   the   services, 
;  when  the  Church  was  without  a  rector,  and  on  com- 
:  ing  to  Xew  Haven  united  with  Trinity  Church,  of 
which  he  was  the  oldest  member  at  the  time  of  his 
I  death.     In  middle  life  he  came  to  X''ew  Haven,  and 
was  elected  town  clerk,  the  duties  of  which  office 
I  he   performed    faithfullv,   until   unfitted   by   the   in- 
firmities of  age:  he  was  also  a  justice  of  peace,  and 
it   is   worthy   of  note   that   in   cases   of  appeal,   his 
judicial   decisions    were    sustained    by    the  higher 
courts.     His  death  occurred  Oct.   i8,  1854,  and  he 
i   was   buried    from    Trinity    Church.     John    Scarritt 
married   Eunice,   daughter   of    Merrinian    Cook,   of 
Wallingford.  May  24.  1792.  and  they  had  a  family 
of  two   sons   and    four    daughters:     (i)    Amanda 
(Mrs.  Lyon);    (2)    Lydia,  bom  July  2.   1707:   (3) 
Marcus  Cook,  bom  Feb.  2r.  i8oo;  (4)  Eunice  Lou- 
isa, born  Feb.  26,  1803:  (5)  James,  born  April  17, 
i8o6;  and    (6)    Xancy  Love,  born    May    11.    1810, 
died  May  16,  1811.     Of  these  Lvdia  married  Judge 
John   Davenport   Reynolds,  of  Wallingford.  March 

18.  1824;  an.d  Eunice  Louisa  married  Clement  Beers, 
son  of  Deacon  Xathan  Peers,  of  Xew  Haven,  Aug. 

19,  1830. 

Deacon    Xathan    Peers,   the    father   of    Clement 
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Beers,  was  bom  in  Stratford,  Feb.  24,  1753.  In 
1734,  bis  parents  removed  to  Xew  Haven.  He  was 
a  ciiarter  member  of  the  Second  compajiy.  Govern- 
ors Foot  Guards,  and  went  with  forty  members  of 
the  company  to  Cambridge  in  April,  1775.  On  Jan. 
13,  1777,  he  received  a  commission  as"  ensign  from 
Gov.  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  and  on  March  23, 
1778,  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States:  in  May,  1778,  was  made  pay- 
master; and  in  July,  1788,  the  rank  of  captain  by 
brevet  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  was  one  of  the 
officers  to  whose  care  Major  Andre  was  committed 
during  the  period  from  his  capture  to  his  execu- 
tion, and  he  received  from  that  unfortunate  officer 
a  sketch  of  himself  drawn  by  his  own  pen  after  his 
sentence ;  this  sketch  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Yale 
College.  On  May  26,  1781,  he  married,  at  Xew 
Haven,  Mary  Phelps,  daughter  of  John  Phelps, 
Esq.,  of  Stafford,  Conn.  After  the  war  Mr.  Beers 
engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  was  for  twenty 
years  steward  of  Yale  College.  A  man  of  strong 
religious  principles,  he  was  for  many  years  deacon 
in  the  North  (Congregational)  Church.  He  died 
Feb.  10,  1849,  lacking  only  fourteen  days  of  ninety- 
five  years  of  age. 

RiCH.XRD  FiTcn  Lyox,  son  of  Willard  and 
Amanda  (Scarritt")  Lyon,  born  Oct.  3,  1826,  in  Xew 
Haven,  married,  Oct.  9,  1853.  Josephine,  youngest 
daughter  of  Henry  Becker,  of  Chatham  Center,  X. 
Y.  Richard  F.  Lyon  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation through  the  instruction  of  his_  grandfather; 
John  Scarritt,  in  a  private  school  kept  by  Rev.  Smith 
Dayton,  a  retired  Methodist  preacher,  and  also  in 
classes  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute,  of  which  he 
was  a  director  and  treasurer.  In  1841  he  began 
clerking  in  a  dry  goods  store,  and  later  served  as  a 
clerk  in  the  post  office  for  a  period  in  the  forties, 
receiving  his  appointment  as  such  through  Henry 
Huggins,  under  the  administration  of  William  Hen- 
ry Harrison.  In  1849,  soon  after  the  organization 
of  the  American  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  in  Xew 
Haven,  Mr.  Lyon  entered  the  company  as  a  clerk 
and  became  its  secretary,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
most  efficiently  performed  the  responsible  duties  of 
that  office  ;  he  was  also  secretarv  and  treasurer  of  the 
Fair  Haven  Water  Co.,  until  its  consolidation  with 
the  Xew  Haven  Water  Co.  During  the  last  two 
terms  of  office  of  Hon.  X.  D.  Sperry,  as  postmaster 
of  X'ew  Haven,  Mr.  Lyon  was  cashier  in  the  post- 
office.  He  was  elected  city  clerk  in  1894,  re-elected 
in  1896,  and  served  until  June  i,  1899,  since  when 
he  has  lived  retired. 

Mr.  Lvon's  earliest  religious  connections  were 
with  the  Trinity  Church,  in  which  he  held  the  of- 
fices of  clerk  and  vestryman,  and  he  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Church.  Having  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  mission  of  Christ  Church,  established  by 
Trinity  Parish  on  Broadwav.  he  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  present  Christ  Church  Parish,  in 
which  he  held  the  offices  of  clerk,  vestryman,  ward- 
en, and  was  a  member  of  the  choir,  and  was  for 


several  years  director  of  music.     He  has  been  active 

and  jirominent  in  musical  circles  in  the  city,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Musical  Associa- 
tion and  its  secretarv,  a  member  and  one  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  ^fcndelssohn  Society,  and 
active  in  other  choral  organizations. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Mr.  Lyon  enlisted 
in  Company  A  (National  Blues),  Light  Artillery, 
Second  Regiment  Connecticut  Militia,  rising  to  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant,  resigning  his  commission  in 
October,  1857,  on  account  of  business  engagements. 
Politically  ]\Ir.  Lyon  has  been  a  stanch  Repulilican 
I  from  the  formation  of  the  party,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Club.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Lyon  is  affiliated  with  Hiram  Lodge.  N*o.  i.  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  X'ew  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society.  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  he  commands  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  for  one  has  but  to  read 
between  the  lines,  to  judge  of  his  useful  and  prom- 
inent career. 

The  children  of  Richard  F.  and  Josephine 
(Becker)  Lyon  are:  (i)  Richard  Becker,  born 
Aug.  8,  1856,  married  May  19,  1884,  Xellie  Jo- 
sephine, daughter  of  Jeremiah  Barnett.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Xew  Haven  high  school  and  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School,  and  is  a  professor  of  mu- 
sic. He  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Church  and  of  the 
Young  Men's  Republican  Club.  (2)  Josephine 
.\manda,  born  X'ov.  15,  1862.  graduated,  i8c>8.  from 
the  X'ew  York  Training  School  for  Deaconesses, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  was  "set 
apart"  to  the  work  of  a  deaconess  by  Bishop  Pot- 
ter of  Xew  York.  (3)  James  Robinson  is  men- 
tioned below. 

J.\MES  RoBixsox  Lyox  was  born  Jan.  28.  1867, 
in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  received  a  thorough  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  commenced  work  for  F.  S.  Bradley  &  Co., 
wholesale  hardware  merchants,  remaining  with  them 
until  Jan.  i.  1891.  when  he  associated  himself  in 
business  with  D.  T.  Mallet  (in  the  same  line),  and 
in  September,  1892,  with  Xewton  H.  Cox.  purchased 
the  entire  business,  and  the  firm  is  now  Cox  & 
Lyon.  They  have  an  up-to-date  store.  25x133  feet 
in  dimensions.  ^Ir.  Lyon  has  been  very  active  in 
various  circles  in  this  city.  He  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Young  Men  s 
Republican  Club,  in  which  he  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee,  reception  committee 
and  liouse  committee,  of  which  latter  he  was  chair- 
man for  two  years.  On  X'ov.  5.  1885.  he  joined  the 
X'ew  Haven  Grays,  in  which  he  served  five  years, 
during  which  period  he  became  corporal  and  secre- 
tary. In  1886  he  joined  the  Governor's  Foot 
Guard.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lcwlge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  the  Woodmen  of  the  World;  the 
United  Workmen:  and  the  I.  O.  R.  M.' 

On  Jan.  23.  1800.  Mr.  Lyon  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Marion  Stiles,  a  native  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y,,  the  only  child  of  Albert  C.  Stiles,  who 
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now  resides  in  New  Haven.     Two  children  have  ; 
been  born  to  this  union :     Ida  Becker  and  Henry 

Stiles.     The  family  attend  Christ  Church. 

i 

HON.  WILLIAM  SKIXXER  BEECHER,  ex-   ' 
director  of  public  works  of  the  city  of  New  Ha-   i 
ven,    former   State   senator    from   tlic   Eighth   Dis- 
trict, and  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  superin- 
tendent  of   what   is   now   known   as    the'  Diamond 
Match   Co.,  at  Westville,  is  a  man  of  prominence   : 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town  and  county.  j 

Mr.    Beecher   was   born   Oct.   8,    1839,   in   the 
town  of  Plymouth  (now  changed  to  Thomaston),   - 
Conn.,  son  of  the  late  Anson  and  Nancy  (Benton) 
Beecher,  and   grandson  of  Wheeler  Beecher,  who 
was  born  in  1754,  in  Woodbridge.  Conn.     His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Ebenezer  Benton,  was  a  native   , 
of   Litchfield    (now   called    ^^lorris).    Conn.      Both    | 
were  of  English  ancestry.  j 

Anson  Beecher  was  born  in  Watertown,  Conn., 
Oct.  19,  1805,  and  died  April  7,  1876.  He  mar- 
ried Nancy  Benton,  who  was  born  Aug.  17,  1803,  ; 
and  died  Jan.  13,  1884.  They  were  plain  and  un-  t 
assuming  people,  whose  lives  commanded  the  re-  ! 
spect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  they  | 
lived.  After  marriage  Mr.  Beecher  located  in  Mor-  , 
ris,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  about  1853  moved  : 
to  New  Haven,  establishing  the  firm  of  A.  Beecher  1 
&  Sons,  manufacturers  of  matches.  I 

Our  subject  received  such  privileges  for  obtain-   I 
ing  an  education  as  the  neighborhood  district  schools 
afforded,  but  like  thousands  of  young  men  of  his   ; 
period  his  business  career  was  broken  in  upon  by   ■ 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  he  being  among  the   ; 
number  who  hastened  to  uphold   the  flag  of  his   1 
country.     Enlisting  July  16,  1862,  in  Company  E, 
15th   Conn.  V.   I.,  he  performed  efficient  duty  as    , 
first  sergeant,  and  saw  three  years  of  active  serv- 
ice, retiring  with  a  creditable  war  record.    The  15th 
was   mustered   into   the   United   States   service   at 
Camp  Lyon,  Oyster  Point,  New  Haven.  Aug.  25, 
1862,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Dexter  R.  Wright, 
of  New  Haven,  and  later  was  under  Col.  Charles  L. 
Upham,  of  Meriden.  Conn.,  and  became  a  part  of 
the  3d  Brigade,  ist  Division,  9th  Army  Corps,  un- 
der Gen.  Burnside.     This  regiment  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  1862; 
Edenton   Road,   Va.,   April   24,    1863 ;   Providence 
Church  Road,  Va.,  May  3,  1863 ;  siege  of  Suffolk. 
April  12,  1863;  and  Kinston,  N.  C,  March  8,  1865. 
Young  Beecher  shared  the   fate  of  the  command, 
bearing  an  honorable  and  gallant  part  throughout 
tlie  campaign.     On    March   8,    1865,   he   was   cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  confined  for  a  short  time  in 
Libby   prison,   was   paroled   March  26,    1865,  and 
was  discharged  from  the  United  States  service  with 
his  company  and  regiment  June  27,  1865. 

Returning  from  the  war  to  his  home,  our  sub- 
ject soon  entered  the  match  factory  of  A.  Beecher 
&  Sons,  at  Westville.  and  was  there  made  super- 
intendent,   which   position    he   most   efficiently   and 


creditably  filled  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century, 
severing  his  connection  in  1S97.  This  business  later 
was  transferred  to  the  Swift,  Courtney  &  Beecher 
Co.,  and  in  1881  to  tlie  Diamond  Match  Co.,  and 
has  become  an  industry  of  considerable  magnitude 
and  importance,  the  latter  company  now  having  a 
capital  of  Si 5. 000.000,  and  controlling  the  match 
industry  of  the  United  States. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Beecher  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  done  good  service  for  the  party, 
in  whose  councils  he  has  long  been  an  influential 
and  prominent  facf-ir.  His  tastes  and  natural  equip- 
ment have  fitted  him-  for  puljlic  life,  and  he  has 
honorably  and  efficiently  discharged  every  official 
duty.  For  a  period  of  ten  years  he  has  served  as 
selectinan  for  the  town  of  New  Haven,  thus  pre- 
paring for  his  service  in  the  General  Assembly, 
where  he  well  represented  the  Eigiuh  District  dur- 
ing 1897-9S;  he  was  chairman  of  th.e  committee  on 
Claims.  His  term  of  service  was  marked  by  many 
wise  acts  of  legislation,  and  his  influence  was  felt 
in  many  ways.  Mr.  Beecher  possesses  executive 
ability  of  a  high  order,  and  his  appointment  as 
trustee  of  the  Connecticut  School  for  Boys  gave 
most  general  satisfaction.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Republican  League  and  the  Young  Men's 
Republican  Club  of  New  Haven,  and  also  belongs 
to  Admiral  Foote  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  taking  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  work  of  all  these  organizations. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Fannie  Char- 
lotte Hopkins,  a  native  of  Westville,  was  celebrated 
July  31,  1862.  She  passed  away  June  28.  1898. 
Mrs.  Beecher's  father,  Isaac  Hopkins,  yet  lives  in 
Westville,  now   (1902).  over  ninety  years  of  age. 

HENRY  J.  BRISTOL,  one  of  Milford's  enter- 
prising business  men.  was  born  May  4,  1830,  and  has 
always  resided  in  that  town.  His  ancestors  were 
early  settlers  in  Milford.  His  grandfather,  Jehial 
Bristol,  was  born  there  Aug.  30,  1765,  and  followed 
farming  and  shoemaking  in  the  locality  many  years, 
his  death  occurring  Nov.  28,  1858,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three.  Jehial  Bristol  married  Martha  Beech- 
er, who  was  born  in  Orange,  Conn.,  Nov.  i.  1778, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  viz:  Miranda,  bom 
Dec.  29,  179S,  and  Clarence,  born  Dec.  23.  1800,  died 
in  childhood;  Willis,  born  July  15,  1804.  was  a  shoe 
manufacturer  in  New  Haven  :  Johnson,  our  subject's 
father,  is  mentioned  below  ;  Martha  C.  married  '\\'ill- 
iam  Thomas,  of  \\'e5t  Haven,  a  seafaring  man;  Hi- 
ram, born  Oct.  6.  1817,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  died  in  New  Haven;  and  Lucia,  born  Oct.  21, 
1820,  who  married  Samuel  Sanford. 

Johnson  Bristol  was  born  in  Milford  Nov.  19, 
1807,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  with  his 
father.  Later  he  opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he 
conducted  for  many  years,  retiring  some  time  before 
his  death  in  i8or.  He  was  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, first  as  a  Whig  and  then  as  a  Republican,  and 
at  one  time  he  represented  the  town  in  the  Legisla- 
ture.    His   wife,   Elizabeth   Davidson,   was  born   in 
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Miliord;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Richard  David- 
son a  carpenter  of  that  town,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred July  lO,  1893.  Nine  cliildrcn  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows :  Henry  J.,  who  is  mentioned  more 
tuUv  l)elow;  Jane,  born  Au;;.  14,  1H31;  Johnson, 
born  Xov.  6,  1833;  Ann  M.,  born  Aug.  6,  1835; 
Theodore,  born  Feb.  18,  1839;  Harriet,  born  June  11, 
jS — ;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  12,  1842;  Charles,  born 
June  22,  1849;  land  Edson,  born  June  9.  1852. 

Henry  J.  Bristol  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Alilford,  and  during  his  youth  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  only  one 
year.  For  three  years  he  worked  in  the  straw  fac- 
tory in  Milford,  but  he  then  took  a  position  as  clerk 
in  a  grocery,  and  in  1872  he  opened  his  present 
grocery,  which  he  has  conducted  independently, 
never  having  had  a  partner.  His  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  local  Democratic  organ- 
ization, and  at  one  time  served  as  assessor. 

On  June  i,  1856.  Mr.  Bristol  married  Miss  Era- 
ma  A.  Thomas,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Frank,  now  a  bookkeeper  in  Xew  York.  Mrs. 
Bristol  belongs  to  a  well-known  family  of  West  Ha- 
ven, and  her  father.  Asahel  Thomas,  and  grand- 
father, Augustus  Thomas,  were  both  sea-faring 
men.  Asahel  Thomas,  who  died  in  West  Haven 
Sept.  6,  1849,  niarried  Mary  Kimberly,  daughter 
of  Eliakim  Kimberly.  a  farmer  of  West  Haven, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  namely:  Charlotte 
M.,  deceased,  who  married  James  Everetts,  of 
Westville ;  Hawley  C,  deceased,  formerly  a  car- 
penter in  Xew  Haven ;  Louisa  A.,  who  married 
Richard  G.  Stokes,  a  marble  dealer;  Jane  E.,  who 
married  Cornelius  Benedict,  a  mc^rchant  in  Xew 
York,  now  deceased  :  Emma  A.,  wife  of  our  subject.; 
William  L.,  a  railway  conductor ;  and  Henry  E.,  a 
mechanic  in  New  Haven. 

EDWIN  MYERS  PRATT,  a  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  has  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  old  and  honorable  families 
of  N'ew  England. 

Lieut.  William  Pratt  came  from  the  paris'h  of 
Stevenage,  in  Hertfordshire,  England,  to  Xew  Eng- 
land, supposedly  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  in 
1^33.  settling  at  Newtown,  now  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Lieut.  Pratt  was  a  son  of  Rev.  William  and  a  grand- 
son of  Andrew  Pratt,  and  the  great-grandson 
<^f  Thomas  Pratt,  of  Baldock.  From  Cambridge, 
^lass..  he  went  to  Hartford.  Conn.,  in  1636.  and 
later  to  Saybrook.  His  marriage  was  to  Eliza- 
beth, the  daughter  of  John  Clark,  who  first  lived  in 
S:iyl)rook  and  later  in  Milford.  Lieut.  Pratt  was  a 
l^rge  land  owner  in  Saybrook,  and  from  1666  to 
;  "^78.  the  year  of  his  death,  he  was  deputy  to  the 
;  vnncrnl  Court,  serving  at  twentv-three  sessions. 
Deacon  Nathaniel  Pratt,  son  of  Lieut.  \\'illiam. 
the  Pettier,  born  about  1660,  married  first.  May  2. 
i'-"^*^,   Sarah  Beaumont,   who  died  Oct.    11,    1716, 


aged  fifty-five  years.  Deacon  Pratt  lived  on  Essex 
Point,  was  a  large  land  holder  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
at  Saybrook,  and  held  other  important  offices  in 
the  church  and  town,  probably  dying  in  l7-t4,  this 
being  the  year  in  which  his  will  was  probated. 

Hezeki'ah  Pratt,  son  of  Deacon  Xathaniel,  was 
born  on  Jan.  9,  i/Oi,  and  married  Ann  (name  not 
given).  He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1786.. 

Tabor  Pratt,  son  of  Hezekiah,  was  born  in  1751, 
and  married  Mary  Brcckway.  a  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Brockway,  and  they  resided  in  W'estbrook, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  Xov.  22,  1829. 

Tabor  Pratt  (2),  soa  of  Tabor,  was  born  in 
1780,  and  married  in  1814  Sarah  Coflford.  of  South 
Carolina,  and  they  had  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Susan,  who  married  Capt.  James  Post;  Albert; 
Oliver;  John;  :\Iary,  who  first  married  Wilson  Ste- 
vens and  second  Daniel  Hubbard,  of  Killingworth ; 
Edwin  Myers  ;  John  ;,  and  Frank. 

Tabor  Pratt  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  occupation, 
and  moved  from  Saybrook,  Conn.,  to  South  Madi- 
son, Conn.,  and  there  followed  his  trade,  which  at 
that  time  was  a  flourishing  one  all  along  the  river. 
His  death  occurred  in  Madison,  and  there  his  re- 
mains lie.  The  mother  died  in  Xorth  Killingworth, 
where  she  was  known  for  her  exemplary  life  and 
kind,  neighborly  actions.  In  politics  Tabor  Pratt 
was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Edwin  2\Iyers  Pratt  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Madison,  Conn.,  Nov.  4,  183 1,  and  was  but  an  in- 
fant when  his  father  died.  This  was  very  unfortu- 
nate for  him,  as  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  find 
a  home  among  strangers.  When  only  seven  years 
old  he  was  bound  out  as  a  farm  boy  to  Charles  Lane, 
of  Clinton,  the  arrangement  being  for  him  to  remain 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  receive  his 
board  and  clothes  for  his  services.  The  matter  of 
education  did  not  interest  his  employer,  and  the  lad 
had  scarcely  any  chance,  a  couple  of  terms  in  the 
winter  covering  every  educational  opportunity. 
The  discipline  on  the  farm  was  strict  and  the  work 
laborious,  and  when  the  boy  saw  a  chance  to  better 
his  condition  he  ran  away,  and  in  July,  1846,  started 
for  Madison,  earning  on  the  way  the  first  twenty- 
five  cent  piece  that  he  ever  owned.  Young  Pratt 
.felt  pretty  sure  that  he  could  obtain  some  kind  of 
a  berth  on  one  of  the  coasting  vessels  after  he 
reached  Madison,  and  was  not  mistaken,  being  ac- 
cepted as  cook  on  a  vessel  engaged  in  trade  along 
the  coast.  This  occupation  he  followed  on  various 
vessels  for  seven  years.  Giving  up  life  on  the 
water  at  this  time,  he  returned  to  X'orth  Madison, 
and  for  four  years  engaged  in  charcoal  burning,  and 
then  came  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  to  accept  a  position 
as  a  farmer  with  John  Plumb.  Here  also  Mr.  Pratt 
remained  a  long  period,  and  after  his  six  years  of 
experience  on  this  fami,  was  employed  as  a  team- 
ster in  1862  bv  the  venerable  Charles  Parker.     For 
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three  years  he  faithfully  carried  out  Mr.  Paricer's 
wishes,  and  so  gained  his  confiflence  that  he  was  then 
asked  to  take  charge  of  the  Charles  Parker  farm, 
consisting  of  300  acres,  and  better  stocked,  perhaps, 
than  any  farm  in  this  vicinity.  This  business  con- 
nection lias  lasted  for  tliirty-seven  years,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  both  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Pratt.  The 
latter  is  a  temperate,  industrious  man,  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  his  employer,  and  that  he  was  highly 
appreciated  by  Mr.  Parker  has  been  shown  by  many 
testimonials  to  that,  effect. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  married  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  to 
Miss  Jane  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Madison,  a 
daughter  of  Zina  and  Amanda  (Stevens)  Davis,  all 
of  whom  arc  among  the  highly  respected  people  of 
Madison.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pratt  were:  Elbert  E.,  born  in  January,  1859; 
Luther,  who  died  young;  and  Jennie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  socially  connected  with  Meriden 
Center  Lodge,  No.  68.  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he 
has  always  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  a  worthy 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
is  esteemed  highly  in  the  community. 

Elbert  E.  Pr.^tt,  son  of  Edwin  Myers  Pratt, 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  when  of  sufficient 
age  entered!  the  screw  shop  of  the  Charles  Parker 
Co.,  and  later  the  cotifee  mill  department,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  accepting  then  a  position  in 
the  grocery  store  of  H.  L.  Spencer.  From  there  he 
went  West  and  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  Upon  his  return  to  Meriden  he 
was  employed  for  a  period  of  si.x  years  by  the 
Adams  Express  Co..  and  subsequently  became  a 
driver  for  the  Fire  Department,  continuing  four  and 
one-half  years.  He  was  a  "call  man"  as  volunteer 
in  the  Fire  Department  before  taking  a  regular 
position,  his  connection  with  the  service  covering  a 
period  of  eleven  years.  For  three  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  a  fire  apparatus  house  as  salesman.  In 
1898  he  embarked  in  the  spring  water  business,  and 
now  supplies  the  Meriden  market.  Elbert  E.  Pratt 
was  married  to  Mary  Mathews,  a  daughter  of  .Amos 
Mathews,  of  Danbury.  Conn.,  who  died  in  Mil- 
waukee, an  infant  dying  at  the  same  time.  His 
second  marriage  was  in  October,  1901,  to  Grace 
Risley,  of  East^Hartford.  Mr.  Pratt,  like  his  father, 
belongs  to  both  the  Democratic  party  and  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  very  popular  in  this  city. 

X0R:M.\X  cone  H.ALL,  whose  death,  on 
Feb.  24,  1892,  removed  from  Meriden  a  well- 
known  business  man  and  prominent  citizen,  was 
bom  in  the  town  of  Middlefield.  Middlese.N;  Co., 
Conn.,  Dec.  31,  1832,  son  of  the  late  Harley  and 
•Martha  (Cone)  Hall.  He  was  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
Levi  Coe  and  the  late  Rufus  Hall,  of  Meriden. 

The  life  of  Xonnan  Cone  Hall  began  on  a  farm, 
and  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old  he  was  more 
or  less  engaged  in  assisting  in  farm  work,  mean- 
time pursuing  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality.     In  those  days  it  was  quite  usual 


for  young  men  to  carry  goods  by  wagon  through 
the  farming  districts  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
housewives,  who  often  found  it  impossible  to  go 
to  the  centers  to  supply  imall  wants.  In  the  ped- 
dling of  trunks  and  tinware  through  the  Xew  Eng- 
land States  Mr.  Hall  laid  the  foundations  of  his 
future  commercial  success,  becoming  thus  self-re- 
liant and  accustomed  to  the  details  of  business. 
After  he  opened  a  grocery  house  in  Meriden  Mr. 
Hall  was  for  a  time  associated  with  his  brother 
Rufus,  but  later  again  conducted  the  enterprise 
alone,  directing  everv  ettort  to  its  success,  and  con- 
tinuing for  many  years  a  leader  in  the  grocery  line 
in  his  city.  At  length,  warnctl  by  failing  health, 
he  retired  from  activity,  and  si>ent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  at  his  comfortable  home  in  Butler  street, 
in  Meriden,  his  life  peacefully  ending  on  Feb.  24, 
1892 ;  he  was  burned  in  beautiful  Walnut  Grove 
cemetery,  Meriden.  Mr.  Hall  was  especially  noted 
for  the  way  in  which  he  lived  up  to  the  old- 
fashioned  code  of  morals,  which  demanded  a  life 
of  integrity  in  business  and  virtue  in  the  domestic 
circle.  Temperate  in  his  habits,  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  family,  he  was  a  valued  citizen.  He  was 
a  useful  member  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  marriage  of  Xorman  Cone  Hall  took  place 
in  Meriden,  in  1854,  to  -Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth 
Redfield,  who  was  born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Roswell  Redfield.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall 
were  born  three  children :  Wilbur  Eugene,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years :  Edward  Xorman,  who 
resides  at  home ;  and  Emma  Louise,  who  married 
Frederick  Miller,  and  has  one  daughter.  Manha 
Redfield.  Mrs.  Hall,  who  makes  her  residence  in 
the  old  home  in  Butler  street,  in  Meriden.  is  a  lady 
of  great  intelligence,  and  enjoys  life  surrounded 
bv  her  books  an^d  in  the  companionship  of  friends, 
who  with  her  sustain  and  uphold  the  courtesies  and 
refinements  which  pertain  to  tne  best  social  circles 
of  the  city. 

The  Redfield  Family  is  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies in  Xew  England,  and  the  ancestral  records, 
which  reach  far  back  in  the  past,  are  based  on 
authentic  annals.  William  Redfield,  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  Xew  England,  had  an  only  son, 
James,  of  whonT  it  is  proved  that  he  was  bound  out 
in  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  to  Hugh  Roberts, 
of  Xew  London.  Conn.  There  James  settled,  and 
his  son,  Theophilus  Redfield,  by  his  first  marriage. 
was  born  in  1682,  in  the  time  of  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  11  of  England.  Theophilus  Redfield  settled 
in  Killingworth,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  mar- 
ried Priscilla,  the  comely  daughter  of  Daniel  Greene, 
and  became  the  father  of  thirteen  children.  He 
passed  away  Feb.  14,  1759,  his  widow  surviving 
until  Jan.  12,  1770,  and  both  were  buried  in  Killing- 
worth. 

Daniel  Redfield  was  born  Sept.  22,  1707,  eldest 

son  of  Theophilus.     His  residence  was  in  the  lo- 

I  cality  now  included   in  the  town   of  Clinton.     He 

was' an   ensign   in   the  3d   Companv   of   Colonial 
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troops,  was  with  Col.  Elisha  Williams,  of  Wethers- 
field,  and  took  part  in  the  expedition  against  the 
French,  in  Canada.  By  occupation  he  was  a  sea 
captain.  Capt.  Daniel  Redfield  died  July  11,  1758, 
and  his  wife  Elizaheth  passed  away  Nov.  2,  1775. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Roswell  Redfield.  a  son  of  Capt.  Daniel,  born 
.Sept.  4.  1731,  in  Guilford.  Conn.,  also  followed 
the  sea.  and  he  became  the  owner  of  vessels  and  a 
man  of  importance.  His  home  was  in  Clinton, 
Conn.  His  marriage,  on  June  6,  1755,  was  to 
Lucy  Murry,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1756.  The  second 
marriage  of  Roswell  Redfield,  on  Nov.  21,  1758, 
was  to  Mehitable  Post.  In  1764  he  suffered  the 
fate  of  many  a  brave  marin-er,  his  ship  going  down 
with  all  on  board.  Mrs.  Redfield  married  Capt. 
Samuel  Crane  Feb.  21,  1770,  and  died  June  12, 
1814. 

]VIartin  Redfield.  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hall. 
was  the  only  child  of  Capt.  Roswell  and  .Lucy 
(Murry)  Redfield,  and  was  born  in  Clinton  June 
10,  1756.  By  trade  he  was  a  ship  carpenter,  and 
he  worked  both  in  Middlesex  county  and  in  the 
town  of  Guilford,  spending  his  last  days  in  the 
latter  place.  Martin  Redfield  was  a  Revolutionary 
patriot,  and  took  part  at  the  time  of  the  Lexing- 
ton .-Marm ;  he  entered  the  service  from  Killing- 
worth  under  Capt.  Samuel  Gale,  did  his  full  duty 
through  those  vears  of  trial  and  deprivation,  and 
was  a  pensioner  under  the  law  enacted  in  1832. 
On  Aug.  26,  1778,  Martin  Redfield  took  as  wife 
Lydia  Griffing,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Daniel  and 
Martha  (*Case)  Griffing.  the  former  of  whom  was 
the  commander  of  the  privateer  "Humbird,"  with 
seven  men  and  four  swivels,  in  1775.  Grandmother 
Lydia  Redfield  was  born  on  Long  Island  in  1760, 
and  died  .Aug.  24,  1823;  her  husband,  who  sur- 
vived her  until  April  30,  1833.  died  in  Guilford. 
The  three  children  born  to  Martin  and  Lydia- 
Redfield  were:  Roswell.  born  Feb.  3,  1780:  Xa- 
thaniel,  born  Jan.  18.  1782;  and  Daniel  Griffing, 
born  June  20,  1789. 

Roswell  Redfield,  the  father  of  ^Mrs.  Hall,  was 
born  Feb.  3,  1780.  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  there 
his  quiet,  unostentatious  life  was  passed,  an  in- 
dustrious career  as  carpenter  and  joiner  bringing 
him  a  competencv.  His  death  occurred  in  Guil- 
ford .\pril  20,  1833.  On  April  15.  1804,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Harriet  Stone,  who  was  born 
in  Guilford  Feb.  20.  1786,  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Marv  .A.nn  (Watrousl  Stone.  Her  death 
took  place  in  Meriden.  Conn.,  but  she  was  buried 
in  the  old  ce.neterv  in  Guilford.  Both  parents  had 
been  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  family  born  to  Roswell  and  Harriet  Redfield 
numbered  nine  children:  Frederick  William,  born 
X'v.  If).  1805.  died  in  .\pril.  1845.  at  sea:  Daniel 
Stone,  born  in  1807,  lived -and  died  in  Guilford; 
Frances  Clarissa,  born  ^Lirch  2g.  1800.  was  mar- 
ried May  25,  1828.  to  Horace  Bartlett,  of  East 
Haven;  .Martin  Griffing  was  horn  .April  28, -1811; 


John  Watrous  was  born  Dec.  11,  1814;  Susan 
I  Jennette,  born  Feb.  14.  1817.  married  Charles  W. 
j  Richards;  Benjamin  Roswell  was  born  May  11, 
j  1821  ;  Lydia  Griffing,  born  Aug.  25,  1823,  mar- 
I  ried  George  FJeach,  of  ^ileriden :  and  Harriet  Eliza- 
i  beth,  born  June  i,  1829,  married  Xorman  Cone 
i  Hall. 
I 

i  CAPT.  ^L■\TTHEW  BEATTY,  one  of  the 
I  best-known  Irish-Americans  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and 
the  pleasant  and  capable  foreman  of  the  glass  cutting 
I  department  of  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co..  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Roscommon,  county  Roscom- 
I  mon,  Ireland.  Aug.  25,  1838.  and  there  his  father, 
i  Luke   Beatty,   was   also  bom. 

Luke   Beatty  grew  to  manhood    in    his    native 

county,   and  there  married   Miss    Bridget   Kedian. 

In  1846  he  brought  his  family  to  .America,  and  their 

first  home  was  in  Xew  York,  where  they  remained 

until  1869,  when  they  came  to  Meriden,  and  here 

the  last  years  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  were  spent 

After  coming  to  this  city  Mr.  Beatty  was  engaged 

j  in    the   packing   department  of   the   Wilcox   Silver 

!  Plate  Co.     A  family  of  nine  children  was  bom  to 

I  Mr.   and   Mrs.    Beatty,   but   four   sons   died   in   in- 

i  fancv.     The  others  being:     Matthew;  Ellen,  who 

i  married  P.  J.  O'Rourke.'of  Xew  York :  Lucy,  who 

!  resides  in  ^kleriden  ;  Kate,  who  also  resides  in  Meri- 

!  den ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  W.  J.  McCaulliffe, 

j  of  Xew  York. 

I  Matthew  Beatty  was  but  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  reached  tlie  shores  of  this  continent.  His 
I  parents  attended  carefully  to  the  matter  of  his  edu- 
I  cation,  and  when  of  sufficient  age  he  was  taught  the 
trade  of  glass  cutter,  in  the  establishment  of  Tur- 
ner &  Lane,  of  Xew  York  city,  where  he  remained, 
learning  every  detail  of  the  business,  until  1866. 
At  this  time  he  accepted  the  offer  made  him  by 
the  Wilcox  Plating  Co.,  of  Meriden.  and  became 
their  efficient  foreman  in  the  glass  cutting  depart- 
ment, in  the  factory  on  Pratt  street.  For  a  period 
of  thirty-six  years  ^Ir.  Beatty  has  been  the  foreman 
of  this  verv  important  branch  of  the  business,  hav- 
ing under  his  charge  a  force  of  fifty  special  work- 
men, and  obtaining  their  service  without  friction, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  and  advantage  of  his  em- 
ployers. 

Captain  Beatty  obtained  his  official  title  as  cap- 
tain of  Company  B,  77th  X'ational  Guards,  serving 
in  that  capacity  from  1864  to  1867.  In  his  political 
sympathies  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  the 
city  in  the  council  as  a  member  from  the  Third 
ward.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  well  and 
favorably  known,  as  a  member  of  Meridian  Lodge, 
Xo.  ~J,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  past 
master;  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27.  R.  .A.  M..  of 
which  he  is  past  high  priest ;  Hamilton  Council.  X'o. 
22,  R.  &  S.  M..  being  past  T.  I.  M. :  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery.  Xo.  9,  K.  T..  past  commander  and  present 
captain  general ;  is  past  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
He  belongs  to  Myrtle  Lodge,  X'o.  4.  K.  of  P.,  being 
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past  chancellor ;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  N.  E. 
O.  P.,  and  of  Merriam  Post,  Xo.  8,  G.  A.  R.  As 
a  faithful  comrade  and  active  worker  Captain  Beatty 
is  highly  valued  in  fraternal  life. 

In  1862  Captain  Beatty  was  married  in  New 
York,  to  Delia  Nortin,  who  is  a  native  of  that 
city,  a  woman  of  exalted  character,  devoted  to  her 
home  and  family  and  prominent  in  her  church.  To 
them  were  born  six  children :  Emily,  who  married 
William  Y.  Russell,  who  is  the  buyer  for  A.  G. 
Thomas,  the  well-known  merchant  of  jMeriden ; 
Anna,  who  resides  at  home;  Molly,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Mcriden  High  School,  later  became  a 
teacher,  and  was  the  valued  principal  of  the  Pratt 
street  school,  and  who  married  Prof.  Charles  E. 
Finch,  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Quincy, 
Mass.;  Nellie,  wdio  died  young;  John,  who  is  a 
conductor  on  the  Meriden  Electric  road ;  and  Lettie, 
at  home. 

In  1861  Captain  Beatty  showed  his  loyal  spirit 
by  enlisting  in  the  army  in  April  of  that  year,  en- 
'tering  Company  I,  12th  New  York  National  Guards, 
under  Col.  Daniel  Butterfield  and  Captain  Raynor, 
and  served  through  three  months,  and  three  months 
of  re-enlistment,  and  then  he  was  elected  as  men- 
tioned above,  to  the  captaincy  of  Company  B  of  the 
77th  Regiment.  Captain  Beatty  is  a  pleasant,  genial 
man,  devoted  to  his  business,  his  city  and  his  home, 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  a  valued  representative 
resident  of  that  little  city. 

STILES  DEXISON  WOODRUFF.  For 
many  years  the  name  of  Woodrufif  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  town  of  Orange,  where  our  subject  holds  a 
deservedly  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  The  W'ood ruffs  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  New  Haven  county,  and  their  names 
and  achievements  form  part  of  its  histor\-.  Stiles 
D.  Woodruff  can  trace  his  lineage  back  in  a  direct 
line  to  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  on  both 
his  father's  and  mother's  side,  his  ancestors  includ- 
ing such  men  as  Gov.  Robert  Treat,  Gov.  Pond  and 
Rev.  Peter  Prudden. 

Matthew  and  Hannah  Woodruff',  who  moved 
from  Hartford  to  Farmington  in  1640,  are  the 
earliest  ancestors  of  Stiles  D.  of  whom  we  have 
record.  (II)  ^latthew  Woodruff'  (2).  their  son, 
was  born  in  1646.  and  died  in  1691.  He  married 
Mary  Plumb.  (Ill)  John  Woodruff',  son  of  Mat- 
thew (2),  born  Feb.  i,  1673.  married  Man,'  Piatt, 
who  was  born  in  1681.  (IV)  Joseph  WiDodruff', 
son  of  John,  born  Feb.  18,  1705.  was  married  Jan. 
22,  1729,  to  Phebe  Newton.  (V)  Joseph  Wood- 
ruff (2),  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  April,  1732, 
ir  Milford,  and  died  in  August,  1777.  His  wife's 
name  was  Abigail.  He  was  known  as  Capt.  Joseph,- 
of  the  First  Military  Company  in  Milford,  Second 
Regiment,  and  on  Oct.  23,  1756,  was  ordered  to 
make  a  draft  for  the  French  and  Indian  war,  for 
a  quota  of  men  properly  equipped,  to  report  at  Lake 


George.  The  order  was  signed  by  Col.  Roger 
Newton. 

(\T)  Nehemiah  Woodruff,  son  of  Joseph  {2), 
and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bom  May  24, 
1774,  in  Milford,  and  settled  in  Orange  while 
young.  There  he  was  married,  March  5,  1797,  to 
Hannah  Jones,  and  there  he  died  Dec.  23,  1843, 
after  a  long  and  honorable  life  of  sixty-nine  years.. 
Mrs.  Woodruff  was  born  in  Milford  Aug.  6,  1777, 
and  lived  to  her  eighty-seventh  year,  dying  Feb. 
24,  1865.  She  owned  a  large  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodruff  had  ten  children. 

(VTI)  Jeremiah  Woodruff',  father  of  Stiles  D., 
was  born  June  26,  181 1,  in  the  town  of  Orange, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  which 
he  hclf>ed  to  till.  With  the  exception  of  five  years 
he  passed  all  his  life  there,  dying  Dec.  19,  1890.  By 
keen  judgment,  careful  managen^ent,  and  judicious 
investment  he  became  quite  wealthy  for  his  day. 
He  married  Charlotte  E.  Nettleton,  who  was  born 
Dec.  6,  1809,  daughter  of  David  and  Mabel  Nettle- 
ton,  of  Orange,  and  died  April  7,  1888.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  Stiles  D.  being 
the  eldest.  The  others  were  named  George  E., 
Charlotte,  Alary  F.  (deceased)  and'  Frank  H. 
George  E.  is  a  resident  of  Bayonne,  N.  J.  Char- 
lotte married  Everett  B.  Clark,  of  Orange,  Conn. 
Frank  H.  lives  in  Alilford,  and  represented  that 
town  in  the  Legislature  in  1899;  he  is  a  deacon  in 
the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  Wood- 
ruff was  an  earnest,  sincere  Christian,  a  devout 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  an 
active  worker  in   the  cause  of  religion. 

Stiles  Denison  Woodruff'  was  born  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  town  of  Orange  Nov.  27,  1837.  For 
several  generations  the  Woodruffs  have  followed 
agriculture  as  a  vocation,  and  never  has  there  been 
lacking  in  the  representatives  of  the  name  that 
hard  common  sense,  disregard  of  discouragement 
and  patient  industry  which  constitute  the  salient 
characteristics  of  a  successful  New  England  farmer. 
Work  upon  the  farm  developed  our  subject's  phys- 
ical strength,  while  his  intellectual  training  was 
received  at  the  common  schools.  In  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  27th  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers, was  made  a  corporal  of  Company  G,  and 
served  nine  months.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Chancellorsville,  with  eight  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment, while  guarding  breastworks,  and  after  be- 
ing detained  a  night  at  Guiney's  Station,  within  a 
few  rods  of  the  house  in  which  '"Stonewall"  Jack- 
son breathed  his  last,  was  forced  to  march  to  Rich- 
mond, a  distance  of  some  fifty  miles.  For  two 
weeks  he  was  an  inmate  of  Libby  prison,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  was  paroled  and  sent 
to  Georgetown.  D.  C.  taking  transport  at  City 
Point,  on  the  James  river.  There  he  remained 
until  mustered  out  of  the  service,  July  22.  1S63. 
r'or  a  year  after  his  discharge  he  lived  at  home, 
and  in  1864  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
— the- nucleus  of  nis  present   farm  of  300  acres — 
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and  the  following  year  took  up  liis  residence  there- 
on. He  at  once  began  seed  growing  in  a  small 
way,  having  only  a  few  acres  under  cultivation, 
while  at  present  he  devotes  many  acres  to  this  de- 
partment of  agriculture.  Mr.  \\'oodruff  is  one  of 
the   most    prominent    and    successful    growers    of 

I  seeds   in   the    State.      Starting   in    this   business   in 

1865,  he  soon  made  a  specialty  of  the  growing  of 

I  garden  seeds,  which  for  twenty-seven  years  were 
sold  at  wholesale  to  the  seed  dealers  of  the  coun- 
try. In  1892  Air.  Woodruti"  added  a  retail  depart- 
ment to  his  business,  and  the  same  year  associated 
his  two  eldest  sons  with  him,  under  the  firm  name 
of  S.  D.  \\'oodruff  &  Sons,  Orange,  Conn.,  of 
which  he  is  senior  partner.  It  has  been  their  aim 
from  the  first  to  furnish  good,  reliable  seeds,  and 
their  business  has  deservedly  increased  year  after 
year,  the  demand  for  their  annual  catalogue  being 
greater  with  each  issue.  They  have  originated  and 
introduced  several  new  varieties  of  vegetables,  in- 
cluding Country  Gentleman  Sweet  Corn,  Early 
Fordhook  Tomato,  Ensign  Bagley  and  Admiral 
Foote  Potato,  and  in  connection  with  their  seed 
business  carry  on  market  gardening. 

On  Oct.  16,  1862,  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  ]\I.  Clark,  who  like  himself  was  born 
in  Orange.  Her  father,  Bryan  Clark,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  was  a  man  of  means  as  well  as  of 
large  influence,  and  served  as  selectman  and  a 
member  of  the  Legislature ;  he  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  of  Milford.  Mrs. 
Woodruff  was  one  of  a  familv  of  four  children. 
To  her  union  with  our  subject  have  been  born  four 
children,  Frank  C,  Watson  S.,  Robert  J.  and  Mary 
R.  (i)  Frank  C.  graduated  from  the  Hillhouse 
high  school,  and  from  Yale  College,  Ph.  B.,  in  1888, 
and  is  now  in  business  with  his  father  in  Orange. 
He  married  Julia  Ailing,  daughter  of  J.  S.  Ailing, 
and  they  have  had  five  children,  of  whom  three 
survive.  Ailing,  Ruth  H.  and  Harriet  B.  (2) 
Watson  S.,  the  second  son,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Hillhouse  high  school  and  is  also  associated  with 
his  father  in  business.  He  married  Harriet  Hotch- 
kiss,  daughter  of  Merritt  Hotchkiss,  of  Derby,  and 
they  have  had  five  children,  Catherine,  Stiles.  Julia 
and  Jane  (twins)  and  Watson  S.,  Jr.  (3)  Robert 
J.  graduated  from  the  Hillhouse  high  school  in 
1892;  from  Yale,  A.  B.,  in  1896;  and  from  Yale 
Law  School  in  1899.  He  is  now  practicing  law  in 
New  Haven,  and  in  April,  1901,  was  appointed 
prosecuting  attorney  of  the  common  pleas  court 
for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  1899  he  was  tax  col- 
lector in'  Orange,  and  in  1900  he  represented  that 
town  in  the  Legislature,  during  his  term  serving 
as  member  and  clerk  of  the  Judiciary  committee. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  in  West 
Haven,  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  affiliating 
with  Annawon  Lodge,  Joseph  Andrews  Chapter, 
Harmony  Council  and  New  Haven  Commandery. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  C.  N.  G.,  being  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Troop  A,  Cavalry  Regiment.  (4)  Miss 
Mary  R.  is  a  graduate  of  Wesleyan  College. 


I  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a  man  of  earnest  convictions, 

I  lx)th  political  and  religious,  and  wields  a  weighty 

i  influence  in  both  church  and  town  affairs.     In  1879 

!  he   was    elected    representative   to   the  first   Legis- 

1  lature  which  met  in  the  new  Capitol,  and  was  re- 

!  elected  in  18S0.     As  a  member  of  these  bodies  his 

I  record  is  an  envial^le  one,  he  having  manifested  an 

I  acumen  and  painstaking  desire  to  serve  the  public 

i  interests  which  can  scarcely  be  too  highly  praised. 

j  For  many  years  he  has  served  on  the  town  com- 

j  mittee,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 

!  as  acting  grand  juror,  his  term  in  the  latter 'office 

I  having  been  rarely  paralleled  in  Xew  Haven  coun- 
ty.    For  twenty  years  he  has  been  clerk  and  treas- 

I  urer  of  the  Orange  Congregational  Church,  in  the 

i  work   of   which   body    his    family    is    also    actively 

I  interested,   his   son   Watson   having   long  been  the 

I  church  organist.     In  January,  1900,  Mr.  \\'oodruff' 

I  accepted   the   office   of   deacon    in    this   church,    to 

i  which  he  had  been  chosen,  he  having  declined  to 

I  accept  the  same  appointment  on  two  former  oc- 

]  casions. 

ALBERT  TILTON  has  for  more  than  a  third 
of  a  century  been  connected  with  the  Winchester 
Repeating  Arms  Co.,  and  since  1892  has  been  its 
general   superintendent.      He   is   a   native  of   Xew 
I  Hampshire,  born  at  Meredith,  Aug.  19,  1839.  son 
I  of  Newell  and  Alice  (Clough)  Tilton,  both  natives 
I  of  Loudon,  N.  H.     Newell  Tilton,  the  father,  was 
I  a  farmer  and  drover.     In  politics  he  was  a  \\  hig 
i  and  Republican,  and  in  religious  belief  a  Congre- 
I  gationalist.    Of  the  children  born  to  himself  and  his 
'  wife,  eight  grew  to  adult  age,  as   follows:     John 
!  C,  for  many  years  a  manufacturer  at  Manchester, 
i  N.  H.,  where  he  died;  Julia;  Lavinia;    Alice    J.; 
I  Lucia;  David,  proprietor  of  the  Atlantic  Screw  Co., 
of  Hartford,  Conn.;  Newell.  Jr.,  who  was  manager 
i  of  the  Whitney  Iron  iSIills,  and  died  in  New  Orleans 
j  in  1899;  and  Albert.     The  mother  died  in  1861. 
I         When  eight  years    old    Albert  Tilton  removed 
from  Meredith  to  Manchester,  N.  H.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  he  was  later  a  student 
in  the  preparatory  school  at  New  London,  N.   H. 
His  education  completed,  Mr.  Tilton  engaged  for 
a  time  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  bags  at  I\Ian- 
chester,  N.  H.,  and  then  began  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  edge  tool  making  trade  with  the  Manchester 
Edge    Tool    Works,    remaining   six   months,    after 
which  he  took  up  the  machinist's   trade  at   Man- 
chester.   He  was  next  employed  in  the  Lowell  Fire 
Arms  Works  for  six  months,  and  in  1861  enlisted 
for  the   three-months   service   in   Company   K,    ist 
N.  H.  V.  I.     When  mustered  out  he  was  engaged 
for  a  year  with  the  Colts  Fire  Arms  Co.,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  and  another  year  or  more  at  the  Star 
Armory,  located'  in  Yonkers.  N.  Y.     He  next  be- 
came   connected    with    the    \\'inchester    Repeating 
Arms  Co.,  at  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  and  in  1S65  went 
to  New  Orleans,  where  for  fourteen  months  he  was 
employed  in  a  machine  shop  belonging  then  to  the 
New  Orleans  &  Opelousas  Railway.    Returning  to 


«58 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Connecticut,  he,  in  1S67,  resumed  his  connection 
with  tlie  W'incliester  Repeatinjj  Arms  Co.,  and  four 
years  later,  when  the  company  removed  to  Xew.  Ha- 
ven, he  continued  work  witli  them  tliere,  and  has 
ever  since  been  in  their  service.  Starting  in  as  a 
machinist,  he  became  foreman  when  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven sliops  were  opened,  and  later  a  contractor. 
Since  iSyj  he  has  tilled  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent. 

Mr.  Tilton  married,  Alay  30,  i860,  Zilpha  J- 
Carter,  a  native  of  GofFstown,  N.  H.,  daughter  of 
Moody  Carter.  To  Mr.  and  ;\Irs.  Tilton  has  been 
born  one  son,  Walter  H.,  who  attended  Yale  Col- 
lege, taking  the  Scientific  Course,  and  is  now  em- 
ployed by  the  Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.  In 
politics  ilr.  Tilton  is  a  Republican.  He  attends  the 
Congregational  Church.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Wooster  Lodge,  Xo.  79,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  of  the 
Quinnipiac  Club,  Fishing  Club  and  other  clubs  of 
New  Haven.  He  erected  a  beautiful  residence  at 
No.  362  Whitney  avenue.  New  Haven,  which  was 
completed  in  March,  1901. 

JOHN  A.  RICHARDSON  (deceased),  whose 
services  with  the  Yale  National  Bank  covered  a 
period  of  thirty-eight  years,  thirty  of  which  he  was 
the  efficient  cashier,  was  one  of  the  widely  known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  New  Haven. 

Air.  Richardson  was  born  June  22,  1832,  in 
North  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  laid  the.  foundation  of 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town.  His  father,  Gilbert  H.  Richardson,  was  bom 
in  New  York,  but  spent  his  life  in  North  Canaan, 
where  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  contracting 
and  building;  in  this  State  he  built  five  large 
churches,  and  followed  the  business  for  many  years. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  His  wife,  Caroline 
Dibble,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  John  A.  was  the 
last  survivor.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Richardson  were 
members   of  the   Congregational   Church. 

W'hile  yet  in  his  'teens  young  Richardson  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Hawley  &  Merwin,  as  an  assist- 
ant bookkeeper,  in  a  general  store  at  Lakeville. 
They  were  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pocket  cutlery,  and  were  the  second  firm  in  the 
country  to  enter  this  business.  Air.  Richardson  re- 
mained with  them  three  years,  and  after  four  years 
at  New  Alilford,  as  a  bookkeeper,  he  came  to  Xew 
Haven,  and  in  1S63  entered  the  Yale  X'ational  Bank 
as  a  member  of  the  bookkeeping  staff.  Two  years 
later  he  was  made  teller,  and  in  1871  became  cashier, 
in  which  position  he  remained  continuously  at  work 
for  over  thirty  years.  Nearly  forty  years  with  the 
bank  is  a  record  seldom  equalled,  and  it  speaks  vol- 
umes for  him  who  makes  it. 

In  politics  Mr.  Richardson  was  alwavs  a  Re- 
publican, and  took  a  prominent  part  in  party  alTairs. 
In  1888,  and  again  in  1889,  he  was  elected  town  and 
city  treasurer  of  Xew  Haven.  From  its  organiza- 
tion he  served  as  the  treasurer  of  the  Republican 
League  of  Connecticut,  and  was  the  treasurer  of 


I  the  Firemen's   Benevolent  Society  and  also  of  the 

I  Congregational   Club.     He   was  one  of  the   incor- 

I  porators  and  was  treasurer  and  a  member  of  the 

I  board  of  directors  from  its  incorporation,  in   1881, 

!  of  the  Xew  Haven  Co-operative  Savings  and  Loan 

j  Association.     Mr.  Richardson  was  also  one  of  the 

j  organizers   of   Grace  Hospital,   and    was   treasurer 

from  its  organization  until  his  death.    For  ten  years 

I  he   was   treasurer   of   the   Young   Men's    Institute, 

I  was  treasurer  of  the  State  Bankers'  Association,  and 

!  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Union  League  Club.     In 

j  these  various  positions  of  trust  and   responsibility 

he  ever  sustained  the  high  esteem  and  confidence  of 

his  fellow  citizens.     In  the  banking  circles  of  Xew 

Haven  Mr.  Richardson  commanded  regard  not  onlv 

for  his  extended  service  but  for  his  high  character 

and  accurate  judgment.     From  the  time  he  entered 

the  bank  he  saw  the  passing  of  five  presidents,  and 

in  point  of  service  was  the  oldest  cashier  in  the  city. 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  12,  1902,  Mr.  Richardson 

was  stricken  with  apoplexy  in  the  Hyperion  Theater, 

and  passed  away  at  five  o'clock. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  married,  in  1858,  to  Mary 
E.,  daughter  of  Robert,  Irwin,  of  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  fonnerly  a  merchant.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Richardson  was  blessed  by 
the  binh  of  one  child,  Caroline  E.,  who,  with  his 
wife,  survives  him. 

BENJAAIIN  T.  CLARK,  in  his  life  time  an  oiJ 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  the  town  of  Orange, 
was  a  native  of  that  locality,  born  Feb.  11,  1S14. 

The  Clark  family,  of  which  our  subject  was  a 
worthy  member,  are  old  settlers  of    the    town    of 
Guilford  and  are  classed   among  its   best  citizens. 
Benjamin  Clark,  grandfather  of  Benjamin  T.,  was 
a   native  of  that   town   and   passed   his   entire   life 
there  as  a  land  owner  and  farmer.     By  his  wife, 
Sarah  (Rogers),  he  had  children  as  follows:    Ben- 
jamin ;  Alathew,  who  moved  to  the  central  part  of 
Illinois ;  and  Rebecca,  who  married  Josiah  Fowler. 
Benjamin  Clark,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Alilford   (which  at  that  time 
included  the  town  of  OrangeJ,  and  received  a  com- 
mon  school   education.       He    was    reared    on    his 
father's  fann,  and  while  yet  a  young  man  removed 
I  to  what  is  now  Orange  Center,  where  he  bought  a 
I  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  gen- 
:  eral  farming  the  rest  of  his  days.     In  the  town  of 
j  Orange  he  married  Susan  Treat,  daughter  of  Jon- 
j  athan  Treat,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them, 
I  viz.:    Susan,  wife  of  Dr.  Josiah  Colburne,  of  Xew 
]  Haven;   Sarah   C,   deceased  wife  of  Treat  Clark: 
I  Benjamin   T.,   our   subject:    Charlotte,    who    died 
I  young;  and  Alary  S.,  widow  of  Ephraim  Baldwin, 
i  of  Woodbridge,  Conn.     The   father  of  this  family 
j  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- four  years,   the  mother 
;  when  eighty-seven  years  old.  both  devout  members 
I  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

\         Benjamin  T.  Clark,  of  whom  this  sketch  more 
particularly   relates,   was   liberally   educated    in   the 
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kx-al  schools  of  liis  native  place,  later  atteiidiiifj  an 
aca<iciny  for  a  time.  For  several  years  or  until  his 
niarriai,'e  he  taught  school,  during  the  summer 
niiiiiths  operating  the  home  farm  along  with  his 
fatlur,  and  then  settled  on  land  owned  by  Dr.  Col- 
burne,  a  tract  of  25  acres,  and  he  later  became  the 
owner  of  280  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Orange, 
being  the  largest  land  owner  in  that  town,  and  140 
in  tlie  town  of  Woodbridge.  All  his  life  he  was  a 
hard  working,  industrious  man,  honest  and  honor- 
able in  his  dealings,  and  moreover,  was  alwa}'S  most 
temperate,  never  having  tasted  a  drop  of  strong 
drink  all  his  life,  nor  used  tobacco  in  any  form. 

On  Sept.  6.  1839,  Benjamin  T.  Clark  was  mar- 
ried in  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  to  Elizabeth  Rogers, 
who  was  born  in  1816  in  Woodbridge,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Rhoda  (Russell)  Xewton.  She  died 
in  February,  1895,  in  Orange  Center,  after  a  mar- 
ried life  of  fifty-six  years.  One  child  came  of  this 
union,  Joseph  Xewton,  born  March  27,  1840.  who 
was  educated  in  the  public  and  select  schools.'  the 
latter  being  in  New  Haven.  He  has  always  been 
engaged  in  stock  raising  and  dairying  on  the  home 
farm  and  resides  at  the  homestead.  Sociallv  he  is 
a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge  at  Ansonia. 
He  married  Sarah  A.  Miles,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Orange,  Xew  Haven  county.  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  F.  Miles.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Benjamin  T.,  Jr.,  farming  on  the  home- 
stead, married  Bertha  M.  Russell ;  Joseph  X'ewton. 
Jr..  a  dairy  farmer,  who  married  \'etzora  Turner: 
Albert  Miles  and  Henry  F.,  at  home:  and  George, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Benjamin  T.  Clark,  our  subject,  in  his  political 
predilections  was  originally  a  ^\'hig,  but  after  the 
organization  of  the  party  became  an  equally  stanch 
Republican.  For  fortv  vears  he  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  town  of  Orange:  for  twenty-eight 
years  was  selectman :  and  assessor  four  terms.  In 
matters  of  religion  he  was  liberal  and  always  lived 
u[)  to  the  "Golden  Rule" — in  fact  his  integrity  was 
above  question.  His  life  was  an  honorable  and  up- 
right one,  and  he  justly  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community  at  large. 

HEXRY  S.  PECK,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
tile  Brass  City  Lumber  Co..  is  one  of  Waterbury's 
most  prominent  residents,  and  has  been  identified 
\\itli  her  business  interests  from  early  manhood. 
He  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Xew  England. 

1  he  Connecticut  Pecks  are  descendants  of  Jo- 
^^■ph  Peck,  of  Milford,  Deacon  William  Peck  a"nd 
jUnry  Peck,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  Deacon  Paul 
I  eck.  of  Hartford,  each  of  whom  became  the  pro- 
gniitdf  of  a  numerous  race.  Of  these,  Joseph  Peck, 
wiicj  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Xewtown  branch  of  the 
fanuly.  the  one  to  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
''eli'ugs.  resided  first  at  Xew  Haven,  Conn.  His 
name  d(3es  not  appear  on  the  records  until  about 
I ''43-   although   he   is   generally   supptosed   to  have 


resided  there  earlier,  and  to  have  been  the  brother 
!  of  Henry,  who  settled  there  in  1638,  with  whom  he 
seems  to  have  resided  or  been  associated,  and  with 
whom  he  probably  came  over  to  this  count-ry.  He 
j  left  Xew  Haven  in  or  about  1649,  and  settled  in 
!  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  lx>came  a  member  of  the 
I  church  in  1652.  He  married  (first)  2klrs.  Alice 
i  Burwell  and  (second)  Miss  Marie  Richards.  He 
j  died  in  1700-01. 

!  From  this  Joseph  Peck,  of  Milford,  Henry  S. 
[  Peck,  our  subject,  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  gen- 
j  eration,  his  line  of  descent  being  through  Joseph 
j  (2),  Ephraim,  Henry,  Capt.  Zalmon,  Ezekiel  and 
I  Zalmon   S.   Peck. 

I   _     (H)  Joseph  Peck  (2).  son  of  Joseph,  of  Mil- 
I  ford,  baptized   in   1653,  married   in   1678-79  Marv 
Camp.     He  settled  in  Milford,  and  there  died. 

(HI)    Ephraim  Peck,  son  of  Joseph    (2).  bap- 
!  tized  in  1692,  married  in  1716  Sarah  Ford,  of  Mil- 
ford.     He    removed    from    Milford    to    Xewtown, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1760. 

(IV)  Henry  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim,  born  in 
1719,  married  (first)  in  1755  Ann  Smith,  and  (sec- 
ond) in  1765  wedded  Hannah  Leavenworth.  He 
resided  in  Xewtown. 

(V)  Capt.  Zalmon  Peck,  son  of  Henry,  born  in 
1758,  married'  (first)  Zilpha  Hard,  and  (second) 
Mrs.  Sarah  Booth.  He  resided  in  Xewtown,  where 
he  died  in  1812.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

(VI)  Ezekiel  Peck,  son  of  Capt.  Zalmon,  bom 
in  1786,  married  (first)  Sarah  A.  Johnson,  and 
(second)  in  1818  wedded  Mrs.  Betsey  Briscoe.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  tombstones 
of  the  four  generations  of  Zalmon  S.  Peck  (still 
living)  are  in  perfect  condition  in  the  family  burial 
lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Xewtown,  Connecticut. 

(VII)  Zalmon  S.  Peck,  son  of  Ezekiel,  and 
father  of  Henry  S.  Peck,  of  Waterbury,  was  born 
May  22,  1812,  in  Xewtown,  Conn.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  as  the  enrolling  and  drafting  otiicer 
of  the  town.  He  was  made  postmaster  of  the  town 
under  Lincoln's  first  term,  and  held  the  position  for 
twenty-six  years,  being  out  for  two  years  (from 
1867  to  1869)  under  the  Johnson  administration. 
During  his  active  }ears  Mr.  Peck  was  one  of  the 
prominent  public  men  of  the  town.  He  is  now  re- 
siding in  South  Center  District,  X'ewtown.  Time 
seems  to  have  dealt  kindly  with  him,  as  he  is  still 
quite  active  and  remarkably  well  preserved.  He  is 
an  interesting  conversationalist.  In  1833  he  was 
married  to  Polly  J.  Lum.  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Sarah  A.,  born  in  1834.  is  deceased: 
Henry  S.,  born  Sept.  i,  1838.  is  mentioned  below: 
Austin  L.,  born  June  3,  1844,  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Andrews  &  Peck,  Hartford :  and  Mary 
F.  was  born  June  10,  1854,  married  Roswell  S. 
Cheves,  of  Georgia,  and  now  resides  in  Tennessee. 

Henry  S.  Peck  was  reared  and  educated  in  X'ew- 
town. He  served  in  the  Civil  war.  and  soon  after- 
ward entered  the  employ  of  the  Waterbury  Clock 
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Co.,  at  Waterbiiry.  He  remained  witli  that  con- 
cern over  twenty  years,  a  large  portion  of  which 
period  he  spent  in  Chicago,  looking  alter  tlie  west- 
ern trade  of  the  concern.  He  is  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Brass  City  Lumber  Co.,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Equitable  Finance  Co.,  of  Balti- 
more, j\Id.  Throughout  his  career  Mr.  Peck  has 
held  the  reputation  of  a  thorough  business  man,  and 
his  genial  and  sociable  disposition,  no  less  than  the 
substantial  qualities,  has  gone  far  toward  winning 
him  the  popularity  he  enjoys. 

On  Sept.  25,  1865,  ]\Ir.  Peck  married  Miss  Isa- 
bell  Boughton,  of  W'aterbun.-,  and  they  have  had 
two  children.  Burton  and  Florence.  The  latter  was 
married  in  April,  1894,  to  Charles  C.  Reed,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Katherine,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, 1896. 

REV.  SYLVAXUS  P.  MAR\TX.  The  first 
of  the  Marvin  family  of  whom  we  have  any  record 
is  Roger  Marvin,  born  in  1430.  From  him  de- 
scended, in  the  sixth  generation  following  him, 
Reinold  ]^Iarvin,  whose  baptism  is  recorded  in  the 
church  books  as  taking  place  the  7th  of  June, 
1593.  The  above  ceremony  took  place  and  the  rec- 
ords are  preserved  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  which 
stood  on  the  great  Bentley  Green,  in  England.  He 
resided  in  his  native  parish  until  shortly  before  he 
sailed  for  New  England,  as  in  1637  his  estate  is 
charged  with  the  "ship  money  tax"  which  may 
have  been  the  occasion  of  his  following  his  younger 
brother  Mathew  to  America,  where  we  find  him 
in  1638.  The  imposition  of  this  illegal  and  tyrannous 
tax  led  many  of  the  more  prosperous  classes,  men 
of  "blood  and  fortune,"  to  emigrate  to  this  country. 
This  Reinold  Marvin,  the  sixth  generation  from 
Roger  of  1430,  was  the  great-great-great-great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Marvin  family  in  America,  his 
brother  Mathew  being  the  other.  They  both  first 
located  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  but  Reinold  soon  after- 
ward removed  to  Farmington  and  later  to  L\Tne, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  His 
son  Reinold  was  a  large  land  holder,  and  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  General  Court  from  1672  to 
1676.  He  was  called  Lieut.  Reinold  Marvin.  His 
son  was  famous  as  Lyme's  Capt.  Reinold  Marvin, 
who  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court 
from  1701  to  1728,  twenty-seven  years,  and  must 
have  been  an  important  man  in  the  town.  His  son 
Reinold  was  deacon  of  the  church.  The  latter  was 
quite  an  eccentric  man,  as  proof  of  which  his  man- 
ner of  courtship  may  be  cited.  Going  to  a  neigh- 
bor's house  on  horseback,  and  without  alighting, 
he  rapped  on  the  door,  when  a  young  lady  opened 
it,  and  he  said  to  her:  "Sally  Lee,  its  tlie  Lord's 
will  that  you  marry  me."  After  a  brief  pause  she 
replied :  "The  Lord's  will  be  done."  At  one  time 
he  had  a  vision  that  he  must  give  away  all  his 
cows;  one  poor  man  was  afraid  he  would  not  get 
one,  and  said  to  the  good  old  deacon,  "The  Lord 


has  sent  me  to  you  for  a  cow."  "What  cow  was 
It  to  be,"  said  the  deacon,  '"a  new  milch  cow  or  a 
Harrow  one?"  The  man  replied,  "a  new  milch 
cow."  The  deacon  answered,  "it  could  not  have 
been  from  the  Lord,  as  I  have  just  given  awav  the 
last  one." 

Dan   Marvin    (2),  one  of  his  grandsons,  mar- 
ried the  second  daughter  of  John  Mather,  a  relative 
of  Cotton  and  Increase  Mather,  Colonial  celebrities, 
whose   second   son   was  Deacon  John   Marvin,  the 
father  of  our  subject.     Deacon  John   Marvin,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  married   Lvdia   Hull    Pratt, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Pratt,  a  prominent  man 
of  Essex,  Conn.     Pie  was  for  twentv-five  vears  a 
j  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  clerk  of  the 
town  of  Saybrook  for  nearly  twenty  years,   iudge 
of  probate,  and  at  one  time  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,   a   man    honored   and   beloved    for   his 
Christian  integrity,  urbanity  and  high  ideals  of  life. 
Our  subject,  second  son  of  Deacon  John,  was 
born  in  Lyme  March  17,  1822,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  removed  with  the  family  to  Deep 
River,  Conn.    '  He  early  attended  Essex'  Academy, 
j  and  was  graduated   from  Yale  in   1847,  a"<i  irom 
I   Yale  Theological  Seminary  in  1850.     In  recounting 
j  some  of  his  school  day  associates  we  note  the  fol- 
I  lowing:     Henry  Hadley,  uncle  of  the  president  of 
j  Yale,  valedictorian  of  his  class ;  Rev.  N.  A.  Hvde, 
D.  D.,  the  nestor  of  Congregationalism  in  Indiana 
and  founder  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Rev.  William  T.  Reynolds,  the 
beloved  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Xorth 
Haven,    for   some    twenty-five    years ;    Rev.    James 
j   Willard,  D.  D.,  for  some  forty  years  pastor  of  the 
I  Westville  Church,  of  New  Haven ;  and  H.  G.  Jes- 
j  sup,   professor  of  botany   in   Dartmouth   College : 
\  Rev.  James  B.  Cleaveland,  who  married  Miss  Eliz- 
j  abeth  Joceh-n,   the   poetess,   author   of  "Xo  Sects 
:   in    Heaven,"    and    E.    I.    Sanford,    Superior    Court 
!  Judge  of  Connecticut.     While  connected  with  the 
'  Theological  Seminary  he  taught  three  years  in  the 
j  celebrated    Gen.    William    H.     Russell's     Military 
i  School  of  Xew  Haven. 

I  In  185 1  Mr.  Alarvin  received  a  call  and  was 
.  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
j  Church  at  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  Co..  X.  Y., 
I  where  he  remained  six  years,  doing  much  to 
I  strengthen  the  Congregational  Churches  in  that  sec- 
j  tion  of  the  State,  and  resigned  his  pastorate  much 
!  to  the  regret  of  the  church.  After  he  left  Tames- 
!  town  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  the  First 
'  Congregational  Church  of  Franklin,  Delaware  Co., 
i  X'.  Y.  He  declined  the  call,  but  continued  to  labor 
^  with  them  without  installation  "for  some  three  vears. 
!  during  which  time  there  was  an  extensive  revival 
'  in  the  church  and  sixty  united  with  the  church  at 
I  one  timet  He  was  also  instrumental  in  the  fonna- 
I  tion  of  the  Delaware  Association  of  Congregational 
Churches  in  that  and  the  adjoining  counties.  After 
j  leaving  Franklin  he  spent  between  two  and  three 
:  years  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Tor- 
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rinston.  Conn.,  which  he  served  during-  the  hitcr 
years  of  the  Civil  war  as  an  emergcncv  charge,  the 
congregation  thinking  that  witliout  a  leader  (there 
being  no  little  dissension  among  them)  they  could 
not  hold  together.* 

In  1865  Mr.  Marvin  received  a  unanimous  call 
and  was  installed  over  the  Woodbridge  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  he  is  still  pastor,  being  in 
the  thirty-sixth  year  of  his  pastorate,  and  one  of 
the  oldest  pastors  in  the  State.  Many  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  church  property  during  Mr. 
Marvin's  pastorate.  The  house  of  worship  is  sur- 
rounded by  beautiful  grounds,  which  were  orig- 
inally some  five  acres  in  extent,  and  on  the  Sunday 
preceding  the  first  election  that  took  place  after 
he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  charge  our  subject 
requested  that  each  man  plant  a  tree  on  the  church 
green  before  casting  his  ballot.  As  a  result  some 
ninety  trees  were  brought,  and  handsome  trees  now 
adorn  the  grounds  which  he  had  already  caused  to 
be  enclosed  with  a  neat  fence.  To  the  church  ilself 
a  lecture  room  and  ladies'  parlor  have  been  added, 
at  a  cost  of  some  two  thousand  dollars,  and  a  pipe 
organ,  the  gift  of  ]\Irs.  ]\Iary  Clark  Treat,  has  been 
put  in.  Mr.  J.Iarvin  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  superintendent  of  schools  for  some  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  securing  a  librarv  and  a  John- 
son's Cyclopedia  for  each  district. 

On  May  27,  1851,  Mr.  }»Iarvin  married  Miss 
Svlvina  Buell,  daughter  of  ^liles  and  Lucinda 
(Plum)  Buell,  of  Clinton,  Conn.  Two  sons  were 
bom  of  this  union:  (i)  John  Miles  is  senior  part- 
ner and  general  manager  of  the  Globe  Silk  Works, 
Xew  Haven.  He  married  Adella  M.  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  T.  and  Lucretia  (Sperry)  Smith,  of 
New  Haven,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Grace 
Edna.  He  is  deacon  of  the  Dwight  Place  Con- 
gregational Church  of  New  Haven.  (2)  Edward 
Reynold,  the  younger  son,  died  when  ten  years 
of  asre. 

On  May  27,  1901,  Air.  and  Mrs.  ]\Iarvin  cele- 
brated the  golden  anniversary  of  their  wedding  at 
the  parsonage.  There  were  manv  guests  from  the 
surrounding  towns,  from  New  Haven.  New  York 
City  and  Springfield,  as  well  as  the  parishioners ; 
and  many  handsome  gifts,  besides  between  three 
and  four  hundred  dollars  in  gold,  testified  to  the 
I'Jve  and  esteem  in  which  the  pastor  and  his  wife 
are  held  by  his  parishioners  and  other  friends.  A 
poetical  tribute  from  one  of  their  old  Franklin 
parishioners.  Mrs.  Whitnev,  and  also  one  from  Airs. 
'■-  Jocelyn  Cleaveland,  added  to  the  interest  of  the 
f-ccasion,  which  was  also  enlivened  with  excellent 
'""^'c  by  a  string  band  from  New  Haven.  Mr. 
-M.Tr\in  has  a  fine  gold-headed  cane,  presemted  bv 
tlie  young  men  of  the  church  on  the  twenty-fifth 
amuversary  of  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate. 
1  here  was  also  a  great  gathering  on  his  seventy- 
sixth  l)irthdav,  when  a  beautiful  crayon  portrait 
^1  hini.  presented  bv  the  voung  ladies  societv,  was 
hung  m  the  lecture  roorn  of  the  church,  and  on 


I  numerous  other  occasions  the  members  of  the  parish 
;  have  shown  high  ajipreciation  of  his  services  and  a 
personal  esteem  warm  and.  genuine  for  their  pastor 
i  and  his  wife. 

The  family  have  always  adhered  to  Republican 
ideas.     On  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  ^Marvin  be- 
came a  Whig,  and  at  the  birth  of  the  Republican 
party  he  joined  its  ranks.     He  takes  great  interest 
I  in  gathering  historical  data,  and  from  time  to  time 
j  has    delivered    interesting    papers    and    published 
[  articles  on   the  progress  of  events   in   church   and 
I   State.     He  has  published,  by  request,  a  memorial 
j  sermon  delivered  before  the  Redshaw  Post  of  the 
I  Grand  Army,  Ansonia,   Conn.,   twenty-fifth    anni- 
'  versary  of  his  settlement  in  Woodbridge,  150th  an- 
!  niversary  of  the  church,  funeral  sermon  of  Rev.  J. 
L.  Willard,  D.  D.,  of  New. Haven,  and  of  Rev.  W. 
I  T.  Reynolds,  of  North  Haven,  lecture  before  the 
I   New  Haven  Historical  Society,  published  in  Vol. 
j   VI,    of   their   papers.      He    is    widely    known    and 
I  highly  respected,  not  only  by  the  people  of  his  own 
j  congregation,  but  by  those  of  New  Haven  and  the 
I  surrounding  towns. 

j  WILLI  A:\I  BROWN  COM  STOCK,  iuperin- 
(  tendent  of  the  machinery  department  of  the  Brad- 
I  ley  &  Hubbard  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  and  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Meriden,  was  born  July  20,  1837^ 
I  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  Mass.  He  is  a  descend- 
,  ant  of  one  of  the  old  and  substantial  families  of 
j  Connecticut.  His  paternal  great-grandfather.  Jacob 
[  Comstock,  married  a  Miss  Bennett,  of  Ludlow, 
,  }klass.,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  Jacob 
I  and  William.  The  latter  had  three  children,  namely: 

William,  Sheppard  and  Matilda. 

I         Jacob  Comstock  was  twice  married,  first  to  Me- 

netabel  Olds,  of  Belchertown,  Mass..  and  second  to 

•  Abbie  Smith,    of    Brimfield,  Alass.     Two  children 

were  born  of  the  first  marriage,  Cromwell  B.  and 

j  Catherine.     The  only  child  of  the  second  marriage 

was  named  Mehetabel. 

Cromwell  B.  Comstock    was    born    in    Ludlow, 
IVIass.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  stone  and  brick  mason.     He  removed  to 
Springfield,  and,  later,  to  Chicopee,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and  was  buried  in 
Chicopee  Falls  Cemetery.    He  was  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.     He  married   (first;   Caroline  San- 
derson, of  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, Abbie  and  Henry,  of  whom  the  former  mar- 
ried Harvey  Woodburn,  of  Springfield.     After  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  these  children.  Air.  Com- 
;  stock    married    Lucinda    Wyman     (a    widow),    a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Edwards.     Two  children  were 
I  born  of  this  union,  William  B.  and  Daniel  E.,  a 
.  resident  of  Kensington,  Conn.    Mrs.  Lucinda  Com- 
stock died  at  the  home  of  her  son  William,  in  Meri- 
den in  1876.  and  her  remains  repose  in  a  cemetery 
at   Springfield.   Mass.     She  was  a  member  of  the 
;  L'niversalist  Church,  and  an  exemplary    wife    and 
i  mother. 
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William  B'.  Comstock  was  only  five  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  'he  was  early  obliged  to 
earn  his  livelihood.  He  remained  on  a  iarm  in 
Belchertown  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  rceeiving  his 
clothing  and  board  as  compensation  for  such  labors 
as  he  was  able  to  perform.  He  then  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  painter,  but  after  a  year  of  etYort  in 
that  line  he  entered  the  novelty  factory  of  William 
Bailey,  in  which  Mr.  Charles  Porker  had  an  inter- 
est, and  remained  until  1854.  After  one  year  in  the 
Curtis-Morgan  Lock  shop  at  Meriden  and  one  year 
in  Springfield,  he  returned  to  Meriden  in  1856,  and 
spent  one  year  in  the  Frary-Benham  Company's 
shop,  after  which  he  passed  unc  year  in  \\'aterbury, 
and  subsequently  was  in  Meriden  and  New  York. 
He  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Meriden  in 
i860,  and  spent  the  five  years  succeeding  this  date 
in  the  hardware  factory  of  Wood  &  Breckenridge. 
He  then  secured  a  position  with  the  Bradley  &  Hub- 
bard Manufacturing  Co.,  and  through  the  faithful 
performance  of  'his  duties,  won  his  way  to  the  po- 
sition of  superintendent  of  machinery,  which  he  has 
filled  several  years.  He  has  witnessed  the  growth 
of  this  institution  from  comparatively  small  begin- 
nings to  a  mammoth  establishment,  and  has  borne 
his  share  in  developing  its  possibilities. 

Mr.  Comstock  is  a  member  of  Meridian  Lodge, 
No.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Meriden ;  Keystone  Chap- 
ter, No.  27,  R.  A.  'SI. ;  and  Hamilton  Council,  No. 
22,  R.  &  S.  AL  He  is  also  identified  with  Meriden 
Center  Lodge,  No.  68,  L  O.  O.  F..  and  Columbia 
Council,  No.  5,  O.  U.  A.  SI.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  defender  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  represented  the  Fourth  ward  in  the  city 
council  during  the  incumbency  of  Mayors  H.  C. 
Wilcox,  Benjamin  Page,  Amos  Ives  and  E.  E.  West. 
He  acted  on  Police,  Water,  Sewer  and  Printmg 
committees,  and  acquitted  himself  with  credit  to 
his  ward  and  constituency.  Of  broad  mind,  he  takes 
a  liberal  view  of  men  and  things,  and  is  active  in 
promoting  all-  measures  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community.  He  sees  in  the  general  welfare  the 
hope  of  prosperity  for  himself  and  family,  to  which 
he  is  warmly  devoted. 

On  Nov.  27,  i860,  in  New  York,  Mr.  Comstock 
was  married  to  Mrs.  ]\Iary  Elizabeth  \\'hittaker, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  daughter  of 
Charles  Stewart  and  widow  of  James  Edward  Whit- 
taker.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  Caroline  Matilda,  Henry  Ed- 
ward, William  Cromwell,  Cornelia  Augusta  and 
Mary  Alice,  of  whom  Caroline  Matilda.  Henry  Ed- 
ward and  Mary  Alice  died  in  infancy.  William 
Cromwell  is  a  foreman  in  the  same  shops  where  his 
father  is  employed ;  he  married  Mary  Card,  and  has 
two  children,  Robert  Card  and  William  Stewart. 
Cornelia  Augusta  w-as  educated  in  the  Meriden 
schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1888, 
and  attended  the  Normal  School  at  New  Britain, 
and  she  has  spent  several  vears  in  teaching;  she  was 
employed  at  Lyme,  New  London  county,  and  is  now 
principal  of  the  Lewis  Avenue  School,  in  this  city. 


Her  long  service  shows  her  to  be  a  practical  teacher, 
and  she  is  valued  as  a  useful  member  of  society. 
Dora  Whittaker,  the  first  child  of  Mrs.  Comstock, 
resides  with  her  mother. 

Charles  Stewart,  father  of  Sirs.  Comstock,  was 
a  native  of  London,  England,  and  was  a  s<jldier  un- 
der Wellington  at  the  battle  oi  Waterloo,  being  then 
only  eighteen  years  old.  After  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  followed  the  sea  and  was  a  captain  in  the 
merchant  marine.  Coming  to  America,  he  located 
in  New  York.  While  on  a  voyage  in  the  West 
Indies  he  contracted  yellow  fever,  which  caused  his 
death,  and  he  was  buried  from  quarantine  on  Staten 
Island.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church.  His  wife,  Catherine  Williams,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Hughes)  Williams,  of 
Welsh  descent.  Airs.  Comstock  is  a  lady  of  many 
domestic  virtues,  devoted  to  her  home  and  family. 
Air.  Comstock  attends  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
is  a  highly  respected  citizen,  esteemed  for  his  manly 
worth. 

John  S.  Edwards,  father  of  Airs.  Cromwell  B. 
Comstock,  was  a  native  of  Dedham,  Alass.,  bom 
July  II,  1764.  He  settled  at  Norwich,  Alass.,  in 
1775,  and  in  that  town,  in  April,  1781,  was  drafted 
for  six  months'  service  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  was  in  Capt.  William  Forbes'  company, 
Col.  Tupper's  regiment.  During  the  times  when 
hostile  Indians  were  harassing  the  settlers.  Air.  Ed- 
wards, with  his  command,  marched  into  the  interior 
of  New  York,  and  for  three  months  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Schuyler ;  then  was  ordered  to  Fort  Stan- 
wyx  (now  Rome,  N.  Y.),  and'  was  there  stationed 
for  another  three  months,  and  from  this  place  was 
discharged  from  the  service.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  Norwich  and  continued  to  re- 
side there,  and  at  Russell's,  Alass.,  until  about  1798, 
when  he  removed  to  Springfield,  where  he  died 
April  5,  1857,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age. 
He  married  Phoebe  Williams  and  had  ten  children 
who  reached  maturity,  namely :  John  S.,  Lucinda, 
Henry,  Daniel,  Gideon,  William,  Clara,  Alary, 
Phoebe  and  Leonard. 

HENRY  BALDWIN  FIELD  was  born  in 
Waterbury  Jan.  11,  181 1,  son  of  Dr.  Edward  Field, 
who  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  a  dry-goods  store  in  New- 
Haven,  as  clerk,  and  three  years  later  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale dry-goods  business  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
middle  life  he  spent  a  few  years  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Baltimore.  Aid.  Going  to  California  in 
1849,  fi^  returned  to  Waterbury  and  in  1S54  took 
the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Water- 
bury Gas  Light  Co..  a  position  which  he  held  for 
over  twenty-eight  years. 

On  Jan.  14,  1836,  Air.  Field  married  Aliss  Sarah 
A.  Bulkley,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  daughter 
of  I'^ancis  and  Content  (Alix)  Bulkley,  who  lived 
anfl  died  in  New  Haven.  Capt.  Bulkley  was  Ixrn 
in  Wethersfield,  and  was  a  son  of  Francis  Bulklev, 
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nlso  a  sea  captain,  and  a  native  of  W'ethersfield. 
I-".li>lia  Mix,  the  father  of  Content  Mix,  was  born  in 
\e\v  Haven,  Conn.  Both  fatniHes  were  of  EngHsh 
extraction.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Field  was  born  a 
faniilv  of  two  children:  Francis  B. ;  and  Charles 
11.,  L'nited  States  stamped  envelope  assent  at  Hart- 
ford. Mr.  l'"ield  was  a  Republican.  While  his  an- 
ce>tnrs  were  all  Congregationalists,  he  and  his  wife 
iiiiitedi  with  the  Episcopal  Church  many  years  ago. 
A  .tjood  man  and  a  public-spirited  citizen,  he  was 
liighiy  resi)ected  in  the  community.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Waterbury,  Jan.  i,  1892. 

MERRIAM.  For  upward  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  years  members  of  the  Merriam  family 
have  lived'  in  W'allingford  and  Meriden,  and 
rhroughout  the  past  century  a  number  of  the  name 
have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  Aleriden,  notably  the  posterity 
of  Lauren  Merriam,  whose  grand.son,  George  C. 
Merriam,  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  large 
corporation  of  Foster,  Merriam  &  Co.,  of  that  city. 

The  family  was  located  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  whence 
William  Merriam  came  to  Meriden,  Conn.  He  died 
in  1689.  His  wife's  name  was  Sarah.  Among  his 
children  is  a  son  John,  who,  bv  his  wife  Mary,  be- 
came the  father  of  W'ilUam  (2).  William  Merriam 
(  2)  was  married  March  24,  1726,  to  Rut'h  Hart,  and 
their  son  William  (3)  was  married  Sept.  24,  1755, 
to  Mary  Austin. 

A.saph  Merriam,  son  of  William  (3)  and  Mary 
Austin,  was  one  of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution. 
serving  three  years  in  the  Continental  army.  In 
17S2  he  married  Damaris  Todd. 

Lauren  Merriam,  whose  death  occurred  in  April, 
1867,  was  the  son  of  Asaph  and  Damaris  ]Merriam. 
and  was  bom  in  1787.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
engage  in  the  manufacturing  business  in  Meriden. 
He  began  making  block  tin  buttons  in  his  own  house, 
and  later  in  a  small  shop  near  what  in  after  years 
was  the  factory  of  Foster,  Merriam  &  Co.  Still  later 
he  was  engaged  in  comb  making  in  Crow  Hollow, 
and  continued  in  that  line  until  1830,  when  he  sold 
out  to  Julius  Pratt  &  Co.  He  was  very  active  and 
enterprising,  devoted  entirely  to  business,  and  ac- 
cumulated a  large  property.  On  Oct.  25,  1810,  Mr. 
Merriam  married  Temperance  Todd,  of  Bristol. 
Conn.,  and  his  three  sons — Asaph.  Xelscn  and 
Lauren  T. — became  active  and  prominent  business 
men  of  Meriden. 

Nelson  Merriam.  son  of  Lauren,  was  born  in 
Meriden,  in  which  place  he  resided  throughout  life, 
<l\ii;g  Feb.  u,  1880.  About  1835,  associated  with 
•Mbert  and  Hiram  Foster,  ^[r.  Merriam  began  the 
business  of  manufacturing  furniture  castings. 
S<  inc  31  years  later  the  firm  was  changed  to  a  joint 
st'vck  company  with  a  capital  of  S80.000.  By  de- 
grifs  the  business  was  developed,  by  the  tact,  abil- 
ity and  good  management  of  these  men.  into  the 
i:rat  establishment  of  to-day  which  bears  the  n.ime 
"t  l-ostcr.  Merriam  &  Co.,  and  which  gives  em- 
ployment to  lumdreds  of  operatives;  the  goods  go 


all  over  the  world.  The  product  of  the  factory  is 
in  the  line  of  casters,  drop  handles,  furniture  trim- 
mings and  cabinet  hardware.  Mr.  Merriam  for 
years  did  nuich  of  the  outside  business  of  the  con- 
cern, which  took  him  often  to  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of 
the  company. 

Xelson   Merriam   was  one    of    the    strong  and 
forcible  characters  of  Meriden,  toward  the  develop- 
ment of  which  city  he  did  much,  and  in  which  he 
lived  a  useful  life.     As  a  citizen  he  was  universally 
esteemed  and  respected.    He  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  ^L  E.  Church.     In  early  life  a  Whig,  he 
I   was    an    uncompromising    foe    of    slaverv.      \\'hen 
I  a    young    man    he    espoused    the    cause    of    tem- 
1  perance.     and     advocated     and     strongly     favored 
a  prohibitory  law.  which  he  thought  would  do  away 
I  with  the  evils  of  the  liquor  traffic.     He  was  several 
!  time  nominated  by  the  Prohibition  party  for  import- 
'  ant  offices,  and  served  in  the  common  council  of 
!  Meriden.     He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and 
I  fixed  opinions,  always  immovable  after  they  were 
I  formed,   regardless    of    the    effects   upon   himself. 
I  Wrong  and  wrong-doing  of  everv  kind  found  in 
him  an  aggressive  foe.     He  was  an  unswerving  d€- 
1  votee  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  religion  and 
1  morality  in  his  death  lost  one  of  their  best  and  most 
uncompromising  supporters.     He  had  the  courage 
to  live  up  to  his  convictions,  at  times  amounting  al- 
most to  heroism,  and  yet  he  never  gave  himself  un- 
due prominence,  while  he  evaded  no  dutv  which  he 
ought  to  perform,   or   failed    to    identify    himself 
openly  or  otherwise  (according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  case)  with  any  cause  which  benefited  his  fel- 
low men.     That  the  cause  was  not  popular  had  no 
place  in  his  mind.    A  rigid  standard  of  right  was  the 
level  that  guided  his  every  act     In  his  dispensation 
of  private  charities,   in  giving  liberally  to  worthy 
enterprises  that  were  calculated    to    help    religion, 
morality  and  the  elevation  of  the  people  of  Meri- 
den, Mr.  ]\Ierriam  was  generous — often  more  than 
generous.     He  was  always   readv  to  back  up  his 
views  with  his  means,  but  he  was  averse  to  having 
any  public  mention  made  of  his  liberality.     One  of 
the  oldest  business  men  in  his  town,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  natives,  he  lived  to  see  his  native  place  grow 
from  a  mere  hamlet  to  a  busy,  well-p>eopled  city,  antl 
it  can  be  truly  said  that  he  did  his  share  toward 
making  Meriden  what  it  is.    "May  we  all  be  as  well 
prepared  to  'go  when  called'  as  Mr.  Merriam's  life 
has  indicated  that  he  was.  for  he  lived  the  life  that 
marks  the  true  Christian  and  good  citizen." 

On  March  27.  1833,  Mr.  Merriam  was  married 
to  Rosetta  Couch,  who  died  Dec.  18.  1890.  aged 
seventv-three  years.  The  children  who  survived 
him  were:  George  C.  Xelson  C.  and  Eva  R.,  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Converse.  The  second  is  now  deceased,  and 
the  others  reside  in  Meriden. 

Capt.  George  Couch  MERRrA>t.  of  Meriden.  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  and  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent manufacturer  and  Inisiness  man  of  that  famed 
manufacturing  center,  has  long  been  secretary  and 
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treasurer  of  Foster,  Akrriam  &  Co.  Born  Sept.  17, 
1834,  in  Meridcn,  Mr.  Alerriam  passed  his  boyhood 
in  the  town  of  his  nativity,  and  there  in  its  public 
schools  received  a  coninion-school  education.  In 
1851  he  went  to  Xevv  York  City,  and  from  that  year 
iintil  1859  li^  received  a  thorou.sjh  business  training 
in  the  employ  of  Hopkins,  Allen  &  Co.,  wholesale 
dry-goods  dealers.  In  1859  he  went  to  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C,  w'here  he  became  a  member  of  the  busi- 
ness firm  of  J.  M.  ;McCarter  &  Co.     On  April  12, 

1861,  when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,,  young 
Merriani,  filled  with  patriotism  and  zeal,  at  once  re- 
turned to  his  Connecticut  home.  He  there  bided 
his  timt  until  the  following  year,  when,  on  July  10, 

1862,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a  private  soldier  in 
Company  A,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  serving  through- 
out the  war  with  both  credit  and  honor  to  himself 
and  country.  He  was  appointed  second  lieutenant 
of  the  company  mentioned,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  United'  States  service  wirh  the  command  Aug. 
25  of  that  year.  The  15th  Reginfcnt  went"  out  un- 
der command  of  Col.  Dexter  R.  Wright,  of  Meri- 
den,  was  attached  to  the  Eastern  army,  and  num- 
bered among  its  principal  engagements  Fredericks- 
burg, \'a.,  Dec.  13,  1862;  Edenton  Road.  \'a.,  April 
24,  1863 ;  Providence  Church  Road.  \"a..  May  3, 
1863;  the  siege  of  SutYolk,  \'a..  April  12  to  May  4, 

1863,  Lieut.  Merriam  shared  the  fortunes  of  his 
command  in  its  movements  and  actions  during  his 
stay  with  the  regiment.  On  May  i.  1863,  he  was 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of  Company  E.  15th 
Conn.  X.  I.,  and  on  Xov.  4,  1864.  became  captain 
of  Company  K,  8th  Conn.  V.  I.,  with  which  com- 
mand he  served  until  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  Dec.  12,  1865.  The  engagements  of  the 
Eighth  from  May,  1864,  were:  Walthall  Junction, 
Va.,  May  7,  1864:  Petersburg,  Va..  Aug.  25,  1864; 
and  Fort  Harrison,  \'a.,  Sept.  29,  1864. 

On  the  close  of  the  war  and  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  Capt.  Merriam  returned  to  Con- 
necticut, and  in  about  a  year  went  into  the  State  of 
Vermont,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  Then  returning  to  Meriden, 
he  spent  a  year  in  t'he  office  of  Foster.  Merriam  & 
Co.  Following  this  experience  he  passed  two  years 
in  Nevada.  He  then  again  returned  to  Meriden. 
and  for  eight  years  was  identified  with  the  Charles 
Parker  Co.,  of  that  city.  On  the  death  of  Albert 
Foster,  Capt.  Merriam  became  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Foster.  Merriam  &  Co.,  a  position  he  filled 
with  ability  and  efficiency  until  his  election  as  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  to  succeed  the  late  James  Sutliff. 

Capt.  Merriam  for  some  vears  filled  important 
and  responsible  trusts  in  the  municipality  of  Mer- 
iden, and  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  was  a  nienVber  of  t'he  conimon 
council  for  six  or  more  years,  and  for  two  years 
a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection is  a  member  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church  of 
Meriden. 

On  May  29.  1867,  Capt.  Merriann  was  married 


to  Helen  R.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Par- 
ker) Bradley,  of  Meriden.  l-'rom  the  liradley  fam- 
ily have  come  many  noted  physicians,  and  the  name 
has  been  prominent  in  the  history  of  Lowell,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Charles  Bradley  was  a  sister  of  Charles 
Parker,  mention  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

JAMES  TIBBALS  POMEROV  (deceased), 
for  many  years  a  prominent  stock  raiser  and  dairy 
farmer  of  East  Meriden.  was  well  and  widely 
known  throughout  that  locality.  He  was  born 
July  19,  1827.  and  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Eltwood  P'omeroy  was  the  first  of  that  name 
in  Connecticut,  and  the  Pomeroy  family  of  Xew 
England  are  his  worthy  descendants.  Xoah  Pom- 
eroy, a  native  of  Colchester,  married  Lurana 
Xortham,  April  24,  1748.  and  had  four  children. 
Among  them  was  Charles  Pomeroy,  father  of  Xoah 
Pomeroy,  of  Meriden.  •  Charles  Pomeroy  married, 
IMarch  17,  1774,  Temperance  Waterhouse',  and  be- 
came the  father  of  five  children,  the  fifth.  Xoah, 
being  a  posthumous  child.  The  mother  married 
for  her  second  husband  a  ^fr.  Hall,  of  Colchester. 

X'o.-\H  Po.MEROV,  in  his  day  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  Meriden,  was  born  March  i,  17&5. 
in  the  town  of  Saybrook.  He  lived  at  home  with 
his  mother  and  stepfather  until  he  was  ten  years 
of  age,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
He  found  work  on  the  neighboring  farms  which 
he  was  able  to  do  during  the  summers,  and  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  going  to  school  in  the  winters 
until  he  was  fifteen  ^■ea^s  old,  when  he  started  out 
to  peddle  tinware.  Three  years  later  he  essayed  to 
learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  but  re- 
mained in  this  line  only  a  short  time,  and  then  re- 
sumed the  life  of  a  peddler,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  for  several  years.  The  tin  business  of- 
fered many  opportunities,  and  Mr.  Pomeroy  saw 
that  it  would  benefit  him  to  learn  the  trade  of 
tinsmith,  which  he  mastered  in  six  months,  and  he 
then  entered  into  the  manufacture  of  tinware,  which 
he  carried  on  in  several  sections  of  the  State  for  a 
number  of  vears.  In  1807  he  removed  to  Pl\Tnouth, 
Conn.,  where  he  continued  in  business  eight  years, 
also  spending  six  months  in  Baltimore.  Mr.  Pom- 
erov  was  tendered  a  lieutenant's  conmiission  in  the 
regular  army  during  the  war  of  181 2.  but  did  not 
accept,  although  he  materially  assisted  the  Govern- 
ment. In  1815  he  removed  to  Wallingford.  where 
he  spent  three  years,  and  then  came  to  Meriden 
and  established  his  business,  there  passing  the  re- 
mainder of  his  clays.  He  also  bought  a  farm  in 
East  Meriden.  where  he  made  his  home,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  n'.anufacture  of  tin  and  other  ware, 
being  the  first  in  this  country  to  engage  very  ex- 
tensivelv  in  the  manufacture  of  japanned  and  or- 
namental tinware.  In  1S35  Mr.  Pomeroy  retired 
from  business,  and  spent  his  declining  years  on  his 
fine  farm,  on  which  he  had  made  extensive  improve- 
nients.     There  he  died  Xov.  2^,  186S,  aged  eighty- 
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two  years,  leaving  wann  friends  and  many  acquaint- 
ances all  over  Connecticut.  In  public  life,  as  well 
as  in  business,  he  was  quite  active,  and  held  all  of 
the  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  Meriden : 
was  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace,  beinj:^  ap- 
pointed to  the  latter  office  hv  the  Leo;islaLure,  and 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  prosjressive  reforms  and 
of  religious  as  well  as  political  liberty.  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy  earnestly  urged  the  necessity  of  calling  the 
convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  in  18 18  and  expunged  many  of  those  statutes 
Avhich  have  been  known  as  Blue  Laws.  In  1832 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  in  1837  was  chosen  senator  from 
the  Sixth  District,  during  wliich  he  strongly  sup- 
ported the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  law  which 
imprisoned  for  debts.  The  Meriden  Universalist 
Church  was  organized  in  Mr.  Pomeroy's  house, 
and  he  was  among  its  most  active  supporters. 

In  1833,  when  the  ]\Ieriden  Rank  was. estab- 
lished, Mr.  Pomeroy  was  appointed  one  of  the  di- 
rectors, and  in  1849  was  chosen  its  president,  which 
position  he  filled  with  efficiency  for  some  time. 
His  judgment  was  good,  his  foresight  was  un- 
usual, and  his  integritv  unimpeachable,  while  his 
business  sense  was  highly  developed,  making  of 
him  one  of  the  popular  and  successful  men  of  his 
day. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  was  married  (first)  jn  Walling- 
ford  to  Miss  Xancy  Merriman.  and  their  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were:  Cornelia, 
who  died  unmarried;  Eliphalet  T..  who  left  home 
at  the  age  of  twenty  vears  and  was  never  after- 
ward heard  of;  Angelina,  who  married  Eli  Ives; 
Eliza,  who  married  John  S.  Blake :  Harriet,  who 
■wedded  Isaac  C.  Lewis ;  Xorman  W. ;  Eugenia, 
Mrs.  James  P.  Stowe ;  X'ancv,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ;  Charles,  and  James  Tibbals.  For  his  second 
wife  Noah  Pomeroy  took  Miss  Hattie  Hasen,  who 
died  in  1880,  leaving  a  daughter,  now  the  wife  of 
George  B.  Foote.  Another  daughter,  Cornelia,  died 
when  one  year  old. 

James  Tibbals  Pomeroy  was  born  in  Meriden 
and  followed  an  agricultural  lite,  owning  and  op- 
erating the  large  estate  of  his  father  in  East  Meri- 
den, raising  much  stock,  and  farming  extensively. 
His  death  took  place  on  the  farm  Dec.  21.  iSqi.  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  East  cemetery.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  of  citizens,  and  his  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress of  his  section  led  him  to  be  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  Meriden  Grange,  to  which  he  gave 
much  attention;  he  was  also  connected  with  Meri- 
den Center  Lodge.  No.  69.  I.  O.  O.  F..  of  Meri- 
den. In  religion  he  was  a  devout  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  L'niversalist  Church. 

On  Sept.  17,  1849,  James  Tibbals  Pomeroy  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Delila  F.  Guild,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  Guild,  of  Middletown,  Conn., 
and  five  children  were  born  to  this  union :  Leonora 
E.,  who  married  Joseph  Beckett,  of  Meriden  ;  Nellie 
J.,  wife  of  Richard  J.  Molloy,  of  Meriden ;  Carrie 


F.,  deceased  wife  of  David  Flansberg;  Charles  L. ; 
and  William  Harrison,  who  married  Lura  Booth. 
Th.e  beloved  mother  of  these  is  one  of  the  honored 
and  esteemed  residents  of  .Meriden,  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  L'nivcrsalift  Church,  and  a  member  of 
Meriflcn  Grange. 

Charles  Lewis  Po.mkrov  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Meriden  and  later  the  Connecticut  Ag- 
ricultural College,  and  then  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing on  the  home  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  He  then  entered 
the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.'s  shops,  where  he  spent 
three  years  learning  the  machinist's  trade.  The 
next  six  years  he  spent  at  the  batcher  business, 
but  on  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of 
the  farm,  and  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  in  con- 
nection conducting  a  dairy.  His  cows  for  the  dairy 
number  twenty-five  and  are  of  the  best  breed,  and 
his  dairy  products  rank  high  on  the  market.  His 
business  ability  is  excellent,  and  he  conducts  all 
•his  enterprises  with  success. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  was  married,  in  1892,  to  Lena 
Olive  Beardsley,  of  Meriden,  and  three  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union:  Erwin  James  ('who 
died  in  infancy).  Hazel  Olive  and  Doris  Irene. 
Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  member  of  the  L'niversalist 
Church,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  Meriden  Grange  and  among  the  most  es- 
teemed residents  of  this  community.  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy is  a  member  of  Meriden  Cemter  Lodge,  No. 
(09,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Pomeroy  are 
identified  with  Rachel  Lodge.  No.  2.  Daughters  of 
Rebekah. 

Erwin  Beardsley.  father  of  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
Pomeroy,  was  born  on  Broad  street,  Meriden.  son 
of  John  Beardsley,  who  was  a  native  of  Hunting- 
ton, Conn.,  came  to  Meriden  when  a  young  man, 
and  died  in  Wallingford.  John  Beardsley  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  For  many  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  but  later  became 
a  farmer.  He  married  Olive  Anthony,  a  native  of 
Meriden.  and  their  children  were:  Samantha.  who 
married  Levi  Allen  ; '  Melinda.  who  married  John- 
son Royce :  Harriet,  who  married  Albert  Ward,  of 
Durham;  Hiram  and  Julius,  deceased;  Maria,  who 
n:arried  Maurice  Hitchcock;  and  Erwin. 

Erwin  Beardsley  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  engaged  at  farm  work  both  in 
Meriden  and  Wallingford.  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  down  to  farming  in  East  Meriden,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land.  He  is  now.  after  a  busy 
and  useful  life,  spending  his  advancing  years  in 
retirement.  He  married  Mary  Potter,  who  died  in 
U'al'.ingford  without  issue.  In  1864,  in  Killing- 
worth,  he  married  Jane  Ornelia  Burr,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Irene  (Hubbard)  Burr,  of  Killing- 
worth,  and  the  following  nanied  children  were  bom 
to  them :  Eckford  Leroy ;  Eldon  Burr,  deceased  ; 
Annie  Irene;  Lillian  Augusta,  deceased;  Lena 
Olive ;   and    Ervie,    who  ,died    when    three  months 
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old.  Mr.  Reardsley  has  always  been  an  independ- 
ent thinker  and  voter  on,  political  questions,  and  has 
always  possessed  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

THE  BEACH  FAMILY  has  been  conspicu- 
ous in  the  annals  of  Connecticut  for  man\'  ijen- 
crations.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  treat 
briefly  of  the  fortunes  of  several  of  the  descendants 
of  Rev.  John  Beach,  formerly  of  Newtown,  Conn., 
among  the  more  distinguished  of  whom  were  the 
late  Hon.  John  Beach,  of  Xewtown ;  the  late  Judge 
John  Beach,  of  Xew  Haven ;  John  Sheldon  Beach, 
the  eminent  lawyer  of  Xew  Haven  ;  and  his  sons, 
John  Kimberly  and  Capt.  Francis  Gibbons  Beach, 
both  eminent  members  of  the  Xew  Haven  Bar,  and 
the  late  Adjt.  Rodmond  Vernon  Beach,  whose  life 
was  given  to  his  country  in  the  Spanish- American 
war.  The  sons  of  the  late  John  Sheldon  Beach  are 
in  the  eighth  generation  from  John  Beach,  whose 
name  first  appears  in  the  records  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Colony  in  1643.  This  pioneer  was  married  in  1650, 
and  his  wife,  5lary,  bore  him  ten  children.  In  1660 
he  purchased  land  in  Stratford,  and  his  name  ap- 
pears as  an  inhabitant  there  in  the  list  of  1668. 
The  line  of  descent  of  these  sons  of  John  Sheldon 
Beach  is  through  Isaac,  Rev.  John,  John  (3),  John 
(4),  John   (5). 

(II)  Isaac  Beach,  son  of  John,  of  X'ew  Haven 
and  Stratford,  was  born  in  1669,  and  in  1693  mar- 
ried Hannah  Birdsey,  who  was  born  in  1671. 

(III)  Rev.  John  Beach,  son  of  Isaac,  noted 
above,  was  born  in  1700,  and  was  married  (the  first 
time)  in  Stratford,  when  he  was  twenty-six  years 
old,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Xathaniel  and  Sarah 
(Porter)  Beach.  She  was  his  cousin,  and  was  born 
in  1699  in  Stratford.  She  died  in  1756,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Beach  was  married  to  Abigail  (Gunn)  Hol- 
brook,  widow  of  John  Holbrook,  and  daughter  of 
Sergeant  Abel  Gunn,  of  Derby,  where  she  was  born 
in  1707,  and  died  in  1783.  John  Beach  was  grad- 
uated from  Yale  in  1721,  and  three  years  later  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Newtown.  In  1732  he  declared  for  Episcopacy,  and 
crossed  the  ocean  to  be  invested  with  sacred  or- 
ders. Returning  from  England,  he  labored  as  an 
Episcopal  missionary  in  and  about  Xewtown  dur- 
ing the  years  of  his  active  life.  In  Trinity  Church, 
at  X^'ewtowTi,  are  four  tablets,  elaborate  in  design 
and  detail,  n:Ore  so  perhaps  than  any  others  in  the 
country,  and  exceedingly  rich  in  their  ornamenta- 
tion, which  commemorate  the  virtues  of  some  of  the 
earlier  pastors  of  this  church.  On  one  of  them,  in 
curious  Colonial  letters,  is  engraved  this  inscription: 
"To  the  blessed  memory  of  Rev.  John  Beach.  A.  M., 
Founder  of  this  Parish.  Born  at  Stratford,  Conn., 
A.  D.  MDCC,  Graduated  at  Yale  College, 
MDCCXX.  At  great  sacrifice,  upon  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  deep  conviction,  conforming  to  the 
Church  of  England,  he  was  admitted  to  Holv  Or- 
ders in  England.  A.  D.,  MDCCXXXII :  he  was  ap- 
pointed Missionary  at  Xewtown  and  Reading,  of 


the  \'enerable  Society  for  tlie  Propagation  of  the 
Go.spel.  He  was  a  scholar  thorough,  a  reasoner 
cogent,  a  controversalist  able,  a  preacher  pyersuasive, 
a  pastor  untiring,  a  Christian  hero  undaunted.  He 
was  of  all  the  most  effective  in  laying  deep  and 
broad  the  foundations  of  the  Church  in  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  Fronv  the  beginning  of  his  min- 
istry assailed  by  bitter  intolerance  and  pursued  by 
malicious  plottings,  he  patiently  endured.  In  the 
added  perils  of  a  cruel  war,  remaining  with  the 
flock,  he  continued  his  ministrations  at  the  constant 
risk  of  threatened  violence  and  death.  Full  of  years 
and  labors,  he  entered  into  rest  March  xix,  A.  D., 
MDCCLXXXII,  uttering,  shortly  before  his  last 
breath,  T  have  fought  a  good  fisrht.'  " 

(IV)  John  Beach  (3),  son  of  the  minister  noted 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  was  born  in  1734.  and 
was  married  in  1756  to  Phoebe  (Judson)  Curtis, 
born  in  1737.  Unlike  his  father,  the  younger  Beach 
had  strong  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  liberty. 
Owning  extensive  real-estate  interests  in  Xewtown, 
he  was  prominent  in  the  community,  and  served  as 
a  delegate  to  the  Convention  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  State  constitution.  Mr.  Beach  died 
in  Xewtown,  in  1791,  and  his  w'idow  in   181 5. 

(V)  John  Beach  (4),  son  of  John  Beach,  noted 
above,  was  born  in  1757,  and  was  married  when 
twenty-two  years  old  to  Mabel,  a  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Mabel  (Booth)  Beers.  She  was  bom  in 
1756,  and  died  in  1844.  Mr.  Beach  was  a  resident 
of  Xewtown,  and  of  central  \'ermont,  and  died  in 
1830. 

(VI)  John  Beach  (5),  son  of  the  above,  was 
bom  in  1789,  in  Xewtown,  where  he  was  married 
in  1818,  to  M'arcia,  a  daughter  of  Abijah  Birdsey 
and  Anna  (Glover)  Curtis.  She  was  born  in  1796 
in  Xewtown.  The  senior  >Ir.  Beach  having  gone 
into  Vermont,  the  son  remained  in  Xewtown,  and 
was  reared  as  an  adopted  son  of  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
Daniel  and  Xaomi  (Glover)  Beers,  who  had  no 
children  of  their  own.  They  gave  young  Beach  a 
liberal  education,  his  studies  being  completed  in 
New  Haven,. wdiere  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
18 14.  In  this  city  he  practiced  his  profession  until 
infirmities  and  age  prevented.  He  was  elected  city 
attorney  of  Xew  Haven  in  1821,  and  filled  that 
office  until  1824.  From  1824  for  twenty  years  he 
was  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecticut,  and 
then  served  as  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven for  a  number  of  years.  "A  man  of  great  firmness 
of  character,  instinctive  integrity  and  high  ideals, 
his  career  as  a  lawyer,  clerk  and  judge  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven for  half  a  century  was  ninrked  by  continued  ex- 
pression of  regard  and  deference,  both  during  and 
after  his  years  of  public  service."  Judge  Beach  died 
April  12,  1869.  and  his  wife  passed  away  Aug.  16. 
1861.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Xew  Haven  county  Bar 
'held  the  day  after  his  death,  generous  and  highly 
appreciative  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unani- 
mrus  vote.  These  resolutions  recited  his  long  and 
faithful  service  in  public  position,  and  noted  that 
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thougli  "retired  from  active  business,  \ct  he  was 
universally  and  deservedly  honored  and  respected 
as  one  of  the  most  upriq-ht  and  exemplary  of  our 
professional  brethren,  and  for  his  Christian  virtues 
ami  private  worth  as  a  citizen." 

(VII)  John  Sheldon  Beach,  LL.  D.,  son  of 
Tudi^e  John  Beach,  was  born  Aug-.  28,  1819,  in  New 
Haven.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  became  a 
teacher  very  soon  after  his  graduation  at  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  After  a  time  he  came  back  to  Xew  Haven, 
and  graduating  from  the  Law  School  at  Yale,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1843,  a-'i'i  began  his  pro- 
fessional career  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  Becoming 
a  partner  the  following  year  with  General  Dennis 
Kimberly,  he  quickly  came  to  the  front,  and  won 
an  enviable  standing  in  his  profession.  In  1852 
General  Kimberly  retired.  Mr.  Beach  continuing 
alone  in  his  business  until  he  was  joinwJ  by  his  son. 
At  Vernon  Place,  Sept.  15,  1847.  in  Wilmington, 
Del.,  Mr.  Beach  was  married  to  Rebecca,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Rebecca  (Donaldson)  Gibbons, 
of  that  city.  Mr.  Beach  died  Sept.  12.  .1887,  his 
widow  surviving  until  Sept.  5,   1893. 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Beach  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy and  of  personal  loss  came  from  many  quar- 
ters. Formal  resolutions  were  presented  from  the 
United  States  Court,  the  Circuit  Court,  and  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Xew  Haven,  as  well  as  from 
the  X'estry  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Beach  had  been  a  useful  member  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  other  official  bodies.  Let- 
ters from  private  individuals  came  thick  and  fast 
Z)ut  none  more  nearly  touched  the  hearts  of  the 
family,  says  a  daughter,  than  the  words  of  Gov. 
Charles  R.  Ingersoll,  spoken  liefore  the  Bar  of  Xew 
Haven  county,  and  following  resolutions  submitted 
by  Tilton  E.  Doolittle : 

It  is  not  easy  to  express  adequately  by  formal  resolution 
the  sentiments  by  which  we  are  moved  to-day.  For  more 
than  torty  years  we  have  been  by  his  side  in  the  formal 
practice  of  our  profession,  and  during  that  long  period  in 
the  friendly  companionship  involved  in  such  relations,  [t 
is  very  hard  to  rupture  such  a  tie.  But  my  personal  associa- 
tion with  him  goes  back  to  an  earlier  date.  Born  in  the  same 
neighborhood  in  this  town,  we  were  companions  in  school 
and  college  life;  and  following  him  to  ihe  Bar,  we  have  ever 
since  been  associated  in  ways  not  prolessiunal.  I  look  back 
on  this  long  life  with  which  mine  has  been  connected,  and 
it  is  luminous  with  the  ([ualities  that  go  into  the  Tnaking  of 
good  men  and  honored  citizens.  1  cannot  venture  at  this 
time  to  dwell  upon  these  personal  relations.  A  single  allu- 
sion in  this  connection  I  will  make,  for  the  incident  has 
given  me  too  much  satisfaction  to  be  ignored.  But  a  few 
weeks  ago  at  a  so  :ial  gathering,  the  last  he  ever  attended.  1 
heard  him,  in  a  conversati'.n  with  a  brother  lawyer,  speak- 
ing on  some  of  the  agreeable  characteristics  of  our  pro- 
fession, say  that  he  had  been  in  practice  with  me  for  over 
forty  vears,  and  that  this  had  brought  us  together  on  the 
trial  of  many  cases,  and  not  often  upon  the  same  side;  but 
that  during  this  long  experience,  with  it  varied  occasions 
for  antagonisms  of  opinion,  no  serious  mibunderstanding  had 
ever  arisen  between  us.     And  that  was  the  literal  truth. 

As  to  his  relation  to  the  Bar  he  was  notably  a  lawyer. 
His  element  was  the  atmosphere  of  courts.  His  ambition 
and  his  delight  was  to  be  active  where  justice  is  sought. 
And  outside  of  his  homo,  with  its  associations  most  cher- 
ished by  him,  his  life  duty  was  centered  here.     There  was 


never  found  occasion  to  reproach  him  for  neglect  here.  N^ 
phantom  of  pr)()iilnr  fame  ever  led  him  away  in  its  pur- 
suit. Quietly  and  unostentatiously,  indu-triously  and  con- 
scientiously, for  forty-four  years  he  has  steadily  followed 
the  common  routine  of  Connecticut  law.  followed  it.  how- 
ever, we  all  know,  not  as  a  plodder.  He  had  a  broad  na- 
ture, and  his  way  of  life  was  a  generous  one.  There 
was  noticeably  in  him  a  freedom  from  anything  warped 
or  cynical  in  his  dealings  with  men.  or  his  judgment  of 
their  conduct  or  motives.  He  devoteil  himself  to  his  career 
because  he  loved  it.  He  was  a  man  of  purposes,  and  was 
firm  to  them — Jiiittujn  et  U/inrem — and  1  liave  no  douhi 
hedeterminded  upon  this  plan  of  life  because  he  determined 
that  in  no  other  worldly  vocation  could  his  intellectual  and 
moral  nature  procure  higher  and  fuller  satisfaction.  In 
the  open  field  of  legal  controversy,  where  principles  could 
be  expounded  and  applied,  and  in  the  region  of  pure  fact, 
as  in  the  mechanics  of  a  patent  suit,  he  was  always  ready 
and  firm.  His  style  of  presenting  a  case  reminded  one 
of  the  old  saying,  "  There  is  no  rubbish  in  his  mind."  Sim- 
ple, clear,  without  rhetorical  or  any  other  display,  and 
apparently  to  an  on-looker  without  any  special  effort,  his 
prepared  arguments  were  never\h;less  the  result  of  pains- 
taking care.  They  rommanded  the  attention,  but  required 
the  vigilance  of  him  who  had  to  hear  and  decide.  I 
do  not  think  any  lawyer  of  this  Bar  ever  had  a  stronger 
clientage.  There  were  few  if  any  of  the  representative 
men  of  this  community  during  the  last  thirty  years,  who 
were  not  at  some  time  familiar  with  his  office!  Most  of 
the  monied  institutions  and  commercial  establishments 
have  availed  themselves  of  his  services.  What  roused 
their  confidence?  Xot  alone  the  intellectual  skill  and  pro- 
fessional e.xperience.  which  I  have  pointed  out.  But  the 
primitive  bed  rock  of  private  virtue  and  moral  strength, 
without  which  It  is  the  glorv  of  our  profession  that 'the 
accomplishments  of  the  lawyer  avail  but  liule.  Let  this 
Bar  cherish  the  memory  of  him  among  its  jewels  I  know 
no  richer  legacy  to  leave  to  that  just  pressing  on  than 
the  example  ot  John  S.  Beach. 

In  the  preamble  of  the  resolutions  referred  to 
above,  Mr.  Beach  was  referred  to  as  the  "honored 
leader  and  for  many  years  an  eminent  practitioner 
in  the  courts  of  Connecticut." 

Ex-Gov.  Henry  B.  Harrison,  in  an  obituarv  of 
Mr.  Beach,  said : 

John  Sheldon  Beach  was  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
who  ever  practiced  at  the  Bar  of  Connecticut.  Differing 
in  noticeable  particulars  from  each  of  his  professional 
brethren,  he  was  in  the  total  force  of  his  peculiar  powers 
at  least  the  equal  of  the  strongest  of  them,  and  eas'ily  the 
superior  of  all  the  rest. 

Of  Mr.  Beach  his  daughter  wrote  in  1898: 

It  rnay  be  truly  said  that  his  grasp  of  the  high-water 
mark  of  his  calling  never  relaxed:  and  we,  his  children, 
might  almost  be  pardoned  for  thinking  him  devoted  to  his 
profession  alone,  were  it  not  for  the  occasional  swift  revela- 
tion of  his  deep  affection  and  solicitude  for  us.  Late  in 
life— later  than  should  have  been— the  Faculty  of  Yale 
College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  Innate 
modesty  struggled  always  with  his  forensic  powers:  and 
rich  in  values,  and  complete  as  were  all  his  arguments, 
he  never  rose  to  address  the  Court  without  the  moment 
of  stage  fright  and  trembling  of  the  knees  which  in  a  less 
controlled   nature   would   have  prevented   speech. 

The  children  born  to  John  Sheldon  and  Rebecca 
(Gibbons')  Beach  were:  (i)  John  Hamilton,  born 
in  Xew  Haven,  July  5,  1848,  died  there  April  14, 
1849.  (2)  Rebecca  Donaldson,  born  -Aug.  9,  1850, 
in  Xew  Haven,  is  at  this  writing  (1901)  a  resident 
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of  lliat  city,  and  is  the  tlaughtcr  referred  to  in  a 
preceding  paragraph.  She  is  the  author  of  an  ex- 
cellent work,  which  ap])cared  in  1898,  bearing  the 
title,  "Rev.  John  Ijcach  and  John  Sanford,  and 
their  Descen<lants."  (3)  William  Gibbons,  born 
April  24,  1854,  died  the  day  of  his  birth.  1  4)  John 
Kimberly,  born  in  New  Haven,  (jct.  iS,  1855,  was 
married  April  19,  1890,  in  New  York,  to  Mary  Row- 
land Sanford,  daughter  of  Judge  Charles  Frederick 
and  Elizabeth  (Loony)  Sanford.  Air.  Beach  was 
graduated  from  Vale  College  in  1877,  and  two  years 
later  from  the  Law  School  of  the  same  institution. 
The  same  year  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the 
Bar,  and  had  already  entered  upon  his  studies  in 
his  father's  office.  His  abilities  very  shortly  ob- 
tained for  him  a  partnership.  Patent  law.  the  spe- 
cialt}'  of  both,  became  almost  their  exclusive  prac- 
tice ;  and  although  not  by  any  means  relaxing  the 
pressure  on  himself  the  older  lawyer  often  invited 
the  precedence  of  his  junior,  where  nothing  gave 
him  so  much  pleasure  as  to  attend  court  a  silent 
partner.  Of  late  and  since  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  has  taken  a  wider  practice  in  general 
law ;  and  he  is  to-day  recognized  as  a  fit  repre- 
sentative of  the  third  of  his  name  in  the  profession. 
(5)  Donaldson,  born  April  6,  1858.  died  Dec. 
15,  1864.  (6)  Francis  Gibbons,  born  Feb.  28, 
1861,  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1883,  and  from 
its  Law  Department  two  years  later,  being  at  once 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  na- 
tive city.  He  has  only  recently  retired  from  a  term 
of  service  as  postmaster  of  Xew  Haven.  In  that 
position  he  acquitted  himself  creditably  in  every 
way,  and  commanded  the  contidence  and  respect  of 
the  community  to  a  marked  degree.  A  member  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Connecticut,  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Spanish-.American  war  he  promptly 
entered  the  L'nited  States  service  and  was  made 
Captain  of  Battery  C,  Conn.  Heavy  .Artillery,  U.  S. 
v.,  and  later  captain  of  Company  H,  3rd  Conn. 
Volunteers.  He  served  with  his  command  until  it 
was  mustered  out  in  October,  1898.  Capt.  Beach 
was  married  June  i,  1886.  in  St.  Mark's  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Alinneapolis,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Charn- 
ley  Wells,  born  Nov.  21.  i860,  at  Quincy,  111.  Her 
father.  Rev.  Thomas  Wells,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1859,  and  cumes  of  a  long  Connecticut 
ancestry.  Capt.  Beach  and  his  wife  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following:  John  Francis.  b<irn  April 
12,  1887:  Charles  Wells,  born  Dec.  26,  1889,  died 
July  7,  1890;  and  Rebecca  Donaldsor..  born  Feb. 
22,  1892,  died  Sept.  26,  1893.  (")  Rodmond  \'er- 
non  Beach,  born  May  18.  1863,  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1887.  A  member  of  the  Connecticut  Na- 
tional Guard,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war  he  entered  the  National  service,  be- 
came an  adjutant  in  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  and  died 
in  Ponce,  Sept.  28,  i8(>8.  He  was  a  young  man  full 
of  enthusiasm  for  the  militar\'  service,  and  as  early 
as  1891  entered  Compan\-  U.  2nd  Conn.  N.  G., 
•which    was    better    known    as    "The    New    Haven 


Grays."  In  January,  1892,  he  was  made  first  lieu- 
tenant; and  paymaster  of  the  regiment,  July  22, 
1893.  In  1897  he  became  adjutant  of  the  battalion. 
In  the  autunni  of  1895  he  became  a  Mason  and  in 
the  spring  of  1898  took  the  32nd  degree.  He  en- 
tered Yale  College  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
and  was  graduated  at  his  majority.  He  added  the 
studies  of  the  first  year  of  the  law  course  to  those 
of  his  senior  year,  so  that  he  could  take  his  degree 
i  of  LL.  B.  in  1889.  He  entered  his  fathers  law 
I  office,  and  his  death  on  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  cut 
short  a  promising  career.  , 

WILLIAM  MASON,  master  mechanic  of  the 
Winchester  Repeating  Arms  Co.,  at  New  Haven, 
whose  pleasant  and  hospitable  home  is  at  No.  569 
Elm  street,  in  that  city,-  was  born  in  Oswego.  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  30,'  1837.  His  great-grandfather,  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Mason,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  was  born 
?*Iarch  I,  1723,  in  Watertown,  .\lass.,  and  spent 
his  last  years  in  Spencer,  Mass.,  where  he  died 
March  26,  1798. 

William  Mason,  grandfather  of  William  Mason, 
born  Nov.  30,  1762,  in  Spencer,  Mass.,  was  a  tan- 
ner, and  followed  that  calling  a  number  of  years 
at  Palmer,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  his  last  years  in 
farming,  and  died'  there  March  15,  1843.  Mr. 
Mason  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
By  his  first  wife,  Nancy  (White),  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  he  had  ten  children.  She  was  bom 
May  25,  1769,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1820. 

Ebenezer  Mason,  father  of  William,  was  born 
Jan.  I,  1797,  in  Palnier,  was  reared  in  his  native 
place,  and  there  mastered  the  trade  of  tanner,  which 
he  followed  for  sonie  years  in  Palmer.  A  gifted 
musician,  and  a  master  of  artistic  writing,  he  was  a 
pqpullar  Iteacher  of  both  music  and  writing  in 
Springfield,  Hartford  and  New  Haven.  Later  in 
life  he  moved  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  to  take  the  posi- 
tion of  bookkeeper  in  a  flourmill.  Still  later  he 
established  a  tannery  at  Oswego.  He  was  taken 
sick  with  consumption,  and,  returning  to  Palmer, 
died  Dec.  11,  1838.  Mr.  Mason  married  Electa  P. 
Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga.  N.  Y., 
March  21,  1802,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1875.  They  had 
six  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  Mason,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  spent  his  earlier  years  with  his  uncle.  Will- 
iam Mason,  Jr.,  in  Palmer,  Mass.,  where  he  at- 
tended public  school  until  he  was  ten  years  old. 
At  that  time  he  went  to  Thorndike,  where  he  spent 
two  years  with  his  nwther.  who  had  become  the 
wife  of  Shuball  Chapman.  L'ntil  he  was  fourteen 
he  worked  on  a  farm,  which  place  has  in  recent 
years  been  converted  into  a  sunmier  resort,  and  is 
known  as  Forest  Lake.  In  185 1  he  went  to  Mon- 
son,  where  he  began  the  trade  of  a  cabinetmaker. 
He  spent  three  years  acquiring  proficiencv  in  that 
line,  and  then  went  to  Jonksville.  town  of  Lud- 
low, Mass.,  to  make  patterns  and  designs  for  ma- 
chinery   for   W.    G.    Fay   &   Co.      In    1854   he   re- 
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moved  with  W.  G.  Fay  &  Co.  to  West  Warren, 
jNIass.,  where  he  was  engasjed  on  designs  and  pat- 
terns for  machinery  for  the  Warren  Cotton  Alill, 
long  since  closed  down.  He  also  assisted  in  the 
designing  and  construction  of  the  celebrated 
Knowles  steam  pump  and  Knowles  fancy  looms, 
and  was  engaged  in  a  similar  capacity  for  L.  E. 
Truesdell,  on  his  iron  bridge.  In  1861  he  left  West 
Warren  to  take  a  position  in  Colt's  factory,  at 
Hartford,  which  he  held  for  a  year,  working  on 
steel  gauges,  fixtures  and  tools  (and  designing 
same)    for  making  Springfield  rifles.     At  the  end 

•of  that  time  he  entered  the  em/i^loy  of  the  Reming- 
ton Arms  Co.,  at  Ilion,  X.  Y..  and  was  engaged  m 
designing  and  superintending  the  building  of  gun- 
stock  machinery  and  other  gunmaking  machinery. 
After  a  time  he  took  a  contract  to  make  thirteen 
parts  of  the  gun,  and  worked  thus  four  years, 
during  the  last  year  of  the  service  holding  the 
position  of  master  mechanic.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  was  called  to  Colt's  factory,  to  take  tharge 

•of  the  armory.  This  position  he  held  for  sixteen 
years,  giving  it  up  to  take  the  place  of  master 
mechanic    with    the    Winchester    Repeating    Arms 

'Co,,  of  Xew  Haven,  May  i,  1882.  The  most  deli- 
cate and  difficult  operations  come  under  his  direc- 
tion, and  he  has  taken  out  many  valuable  patents, 
both  wich  the  Colts  and  the  Winchester  Co.  on 
firearms   and   machinery.      During   the   fifty   years 

'-and  over  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  me- 
chanical business  he  has  seen  it  radically  trans- 
formed, and  with  all  the  changes  he  has  kept 
abreast  of  the  times.  His  high  standing  has  been 
attained  solely  by  merit,  for  he  has  had  no  special 

-aids  of  fortune  or  influence  to  smooth  his  path- 
way to  success,  and  he  began  life  at  an  early  age 
with  only  his  own  resources  to  rely  upon.     How- 

•ever,  these  were  not  so  inconsiderable,  consisting 
as  they  did  of  unusual  mechanical  skill  and  inge- 
nuity, but  it  is  the  energy  and  ambition,  the  per- 
severance and  patience,  bv  which  these  gifts  have 
been  brought  to  their  highest  use,  which  have 
brought  Mr.  Mason  to  his  eminent  position  in  the 
mechanical  world.  In  addition  to  accumulating  a 
comfortable  competence  he  has  gained  what  is  of 
far  greater  value,   the  highest   respect  of  all   who 

'know   him.      Throughout   his   life   he   has   worked 

"hard,  but  nevertheless  he  is  well  preserved. 

Mr.  Mason  was  married.  April  18,  1863.  to 
Mary  E.  Ward,  who  was  bom  in  Middletown,  and 

■died  Sept.  12.  1896,  in  Xew  Haven.  Mr.  ^lason 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Jan.  11.  1898,  Mary 
E.  Hastings,  who  was  born  in  Pelham,  Mass., 
April  2,  1848,  daughter  of  Chester  S.  and  Mary 
A.   (Whipple)   Hastings. 

Mr.  Mason  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Gen.  Fremont.  He  has  refused  all  po- 
litical honors,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  solicita- 
tion of  friends  who  would  have  him  run  for  of- 
fice.    However,  he  has  done  efficient  work  in  the 

"Young   Men's    Republican   Club   and    the    Union 


League.     In  Masonry  he  has  taken  much  interest. 
He  first  joined  Quaboag  Lodge,  !■'.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Warren,  Mass.,  in  1862,  and  thence  transferred  to 
Ilion  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Ilion,  X.  Y.,  of  which 
he  was  a  charter  member.     He  has  during  his  resi- 
dence in  different  cities  been  affiliated  with  various 
r^Iasonic  bodies.     While  in  Ilion  he  joined  Oneida 
Chapter,  Xo.   57,  and   Utica   Commandery,   Xo.  3, 
I  K.  T.,  both  of  Utica,  X.  Y.     He  now  holds  mem- 
i  bership  in  Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo.  100,  F.  &  A.  M., 
1  of  Hartford.     Mr.  Mason  also  belongs  to  Pioneer 
;  Council,  Xo.   i,  O.   U.  A.   M.     In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a  member  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 
Mrs.  ^lason  is  a  member  of  the  United  Congre- 
gational Church. 

:        HOX.  HENRY  BALDWIX  HARRISOX,  a 
;  prominent  lawyer  of  Xew  Haven,  is  truly  a  product 
I  of  the  "City .of  Elms,"  which  is  proud  to  claim  him, 
I  for  here  he  passed  his  boyhood,  and  here,  too,  have 
:  come  the  triumphs  of  long  and  active  life. 
j        Gov.  Harrison  was  born  Sept.  11,  1821,  in  Xew 
Haven,  a  son  of  Ammi  Harrison,  Jr.,  a  member  of 
'  the  Xew  Haven  Bar.     Henry  Baldwin  Harrison  at- 
I  tended  the  famous  Lancasterian  school,  taught  bv 
\  John  E.  Lovell,  an  Englishman,  whom  he  assisted 
i  in  teaching  at  a  later  period.     He  entered  Yale  Col- 
lege in  1842  and  was  graduated  in  1846,  taking  the 
honor  of  valedictorian  of  the  class.     Immediately 
beginning  the  study  of  law  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1848,  and  began  its  practice  in  company  with 
:  Lucius  G.  Peck.  Quickly  gaining  a  large  clientage, 
in  a  short  time  he  was  ranked  high  in  the  profession. 
1  He  continued  actively  engaged  in  his  professional 
labors  until  about  1880,  when  he  practically  retired, 
;  especially   from  court  cases,   though   he   continued 
j  to  give  advice  and  counsel.  "His  legal   reputation 
is  second  to  none  in  the  State.     He  is  conscientious 
'  in  his  methods,  clear  in  his  statement  of  facts  and 
tireless  in  clearing  away  the  rubbish  which  rhetoric 
and  cunning  may  have  piled  up  to  conceal   fact." 
One  of  the  most  noted   cases   with   which   the 
name  of  Mr.  Harrison  has  been  connected  was  that 
of  Willard  Clark,  at  Xew  Haven,  under  indictment 
for  murder.     Associated  with  Mr.  Harrison  for  the 
:  defense  in  this  case  was  Charles  H.  Chapman,  of 
I  Hartford.    Says  a  critical  writer :    "X'o  one  had  sus- 
t  pected  before  that  Clark  was  insane  within  the  or- 
dinarv  meaning  of  the  word.     As  junior  counsel  in 
the  case  he  went  into  the  preparation  of  the  defense 
with  marked  thoroughness  and  abilitv.     The  young 
woman  was  about  seventeen  years  old  and  Clark  in 
the  neighborhood  of  thirty  years.     He  had  courted 
her  with  assiduity,  and  she  had  repulsed  his  atten- 
'  tions  with   disdain.     Clark,  however,  insisted  that 
she  was  deeply  in  love  with  him,  and  that  in  her 
marriage    with    Wight    she    was    dumbly    pleading 
with  him  for  release  from  a  hateful  alliance.    At  that 
time  the  defense  of  insanity  upon  a  monomania  had 
not  received  the  favor  with  the  jury  it  has  since 
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acquired.  The  eloquence  of  his  counsel  and  the 
careful  preparation  of  his  defense,  convinced  the 
jury  that  Clark  was  not  le£;^ally  resjx)nsiblc  for  the 
crime  he  had  committed.  So  that  he  was  acquitted 
on  the  ground  of  insanity." 

When  a  younpr  nian  Mr.  Harrison  was  actively 
engaged  in  politics  in  coimection  with  the  Whig 
party.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
for  the  Fourth  District.  In  that  body  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  some  men  who  afterward  rose  to  na- 
tional prominence.  James  Dixon  was  afterward 
United  States  Senator ;  William  T.  Minor  became 
Governor  of  Connecticut;  David  C.  Sanford  be- 
came of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors. 
Mr.  Harrison  was  made  chairman  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees on  Incorporations  and  Temperance.  The  jiro- 
hibitory  law,  sometimes  known  as  the  "Maine  Law," 
was  reported  and  adopted  through  his  active  and  in- 
cessant labor.  It  was  so  carefully  drawn  that  it 
stood  all  tests  before  the  court  of  last  resorf  in  the 
State.  Mr.  Harrison  was  also  the  author  of  the 
Personal  Libertv  Bill,  which  was  designed  to  pro- 
tect colored  men  from  illegal  attempts  to  deprive 
them  of  their  libertv  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 
Thus  fairly  embarked  upon  the  political  seas.  Mr. 
Harrison  shaped  his  course  fearlessly.  L^niting  with 
the  Free-Soil  party,  he  remained  with  it  until  it 
was  merged  in  the  Republican  party,  which  he  was 
instrumental  in  organizing  in  Connecticut.  Attend- 
ing the  first  mass  convention  held  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  in  this  State,  at  Hartford,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1856,  the  following  spring  he  was  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Republicans  for  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  Hon.  Gideon  Wells  being  nominated 
for  Governor.  The  voice  of  Mr.  Harrison,  aided  by 
his  pen,  was  potent  for  the  cause  of  freedom,  and 
during  the  Civil  war  he  was  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  administration  at  Washington.  In  1865,  to- 
gether with  Eleazur  K.  Foster,  he  was  elected  from 
New  Haven  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  declined 
to  be  a  candidate  for  Speaker  and  requested  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Foster.  He  became  the  leader 
of  the  party  on  the  floor,  where  he  displayed  such 
admirable  qualities  that  the  partv  all  over  the  State 
sought  to  make  him  its  next  candidate  for  Governor, 
and  only  his  own  act  prevented  it.  A  great  friend 
of  the  soldier,  he  would  not  consent  to  the  presen- 
tation of  his  name,  and  insisted  on  the  nomination 
of  General  Hawley,  whose  war  record  deserved 
recognition  on  the  part  of  his  own  State.  In  1873 
Mr.  Harrison  was  again  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House  from  Xew  Haven,  and  was  appointed  on  the 
Judiciary  committee,  and  also  on  the  committee  on 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  reporting  the  bill 
■which  called  that  body  together.  This  bill  was  de- 
feated, but  was  supported  by  Mr.  Harrison  with  an 
elaborate  and  eloquent  argument.  Mr.  Harrison 
advocated  measures  in  the  Legislature  to  regulate 
the  railway  rates,  and  the  giving  of  the  ballot  to 
colored  men.  In  1874  he  was  nominated  by  accla- 
mation for  Governor  but  was  overwhelmed  bv  the 


tidal  wave  of  reaction  that  submerged  the  country 
!  and  gave  many  old  and  reliable  Republican  States 
1  to  the  Democrats.  In  1883  Mr.  Harrison  was  again 
I  and  for  the  third  time  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly.    He  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  in 
!  obedience  to  the  verv  general  sentiment  of  the  party. 
In    1884   Mr.    Harrison    was   again   nominated    for 
Governor,  against   Hon.  Thomas   M.  \\'aller,  then 
the  incumbent  of  the  chair,  and  who  was  elected  in 
'  1882  by  a  large  majority.    Mr.  Harrison  threw  him- 
self into  the  campaign  for  Blaine  with  characteristic 
zeal  and  indomitable  persistence,  making  many  elo- 
quent and  impressive  addresses.     The  Eurchard  in- 
cident undoubtedly  prevented  the  Republicans  from 
carrying  the  State  by  a  positive  majority,  and  the 
election  of  Governor  was  thrown  into  the  General 
I  Assembly,  which  body  elected  Mr.  Harrison  as  Gov- 
ernor in  January,  1885. 

"In  ail  political  contests  Mr.  Harrison  has  been 
found  in  the  front  ranks  of  his  party.  One  of  its 
founders,  he  has  never  failed  to  be  a  champion  and 
a  leader.  His  political  foes  have  always  been  ready 
to  ackmowledge  his  justice  and  fairness,  his  sin- 
cerity and  unimpeachable  honesty,  and  thev  have 
rejoiced  as  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  in  his  many 
honors.  The  evidences  of  his  public  spirit,  of  his  in- 
terest in  private  and  public  enterprises,  of  his  char- 
ity and  courtesy,  of  his  activity  in  behalf  of  all  the 
institutions  of  Xew  Haven,  and  of  Yale  College,  in 
whose  corporation  he  has  been  enrolled  since  1872, 
all  this  should  be  rehearsed.  It  must  all  be  im- 
I  plied  in  the  description  of  him  as  a  citizen  worthy 
in  every  way  of  the  community  which  esteems  and 
respects  him,  and  of  the  State  which  honors  him."" 
In  early  life  Governor  Harrison  was  married  to 
;  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Os- 
borne, of  Fairfield  county,  at  one  time  a  member 
of  Congress,  and  a  judge  of  the  County  Court. 

■■  ERUS  BLAKESLEE  BISHOP.  The  name  of 
Bishop  is  not  unknown  over  a  wide  range  of  coun- 
try, but  in  North  Haven.  Conn.,  for  generations  it 
has  been  familiarly  recognized,  intermarriage  hav- 
ing connected  it  with  very  many  of  the  prominent 
families  of  Xew  Haven  county,  and  its  numerous 
representatives  filling  many  positions  of  life  with 
honor,  and  all  with  credit.  The  subiect  of  this 
sketch  is  the  oldest  living  member  of  this  family  in 
X'orth  Haven,  and  is  one  of  the  self-made,  substan- 
tial citizens. 

James  Bishop  came  to  .\merica  fron-v  England 
and  located  in  Xew  Haven,  being  secretary  and  dep- 
uty governor  of  the  colony,  and  became  lieutenant 
governor,  serving  from  1681  to  i'kii.  He  lived  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  State  and  Elm  streets.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  Lamberton,  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain George  Lamberton,  of  the  ship  "Phantom." 
The  children  of  this  marriage  were:  Hannah, 
Grace,  Sarah.  Elizabeth.  Abigail.  John  and  Ruth. 
His  second  wife.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Micah 
Tompkins,   of   ^Milford,   bore   him:     Samuel    (who 
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became  town  clerk  of  Xew  Haven,  bcinpf  succeeded 
by  his  son  and  then  by  his  grandson,  a  neplicw  fol- 
lowing, the  office  being  in  tlie  faniily  for  116  years  j, 
Alary,  James  and  Rebekah. 

(II)  James  Bishop  followed  farming  in  Xorth 
Haven  and  married  Abigail  Bennett.  Their  chil- 
dren were  :  Elizabeth  ;  Marv  ;  James  ;  Rebecca, 
who  married  Stephen  Hill  (remarkable  because  he 
never"  weighed  over' 100  pounds,  while  his  wife 
weighed  over  200),  who  was  styled  "Uncle  Silver" 
on  account  of  his  hair;  Abigail;  Ruth:  and  Joy. 

(III)  Joy  Bishop,  youngest  son  of  James,  was 
born  in  171 1  and  married  Marian  Perkins,  who 
died  in  1794.  He  died  in  1796.  Their  children  were; 
Ehsha,  Benjamin,  Jesse,  Ruth,  Meriam,  Joy,  Eunice, 
Asa  and  Ruth. 

(IV)  Joy  Bishop,  the  sixth  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily, was  born  in  1745.  enlisted  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Caleb  !Mix,  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  was 
at  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  and  did  garrison  ser- 
vice in  the  forts  along  the  Hudson  river.  He  married 
Abigail  Tuttle  in  1767  and  died  in  1837.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Elisha,  Mabel,  Joy,  Abigail,  Penina, 
Stephen,  Riah,  Rachel  and  Chauncey.  A  second 
marriage,  with  Mehitable  Culver,  resulted  in  two 
children,  !Mary  and  Mariam.  ]\Iehitable  Culver  was 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  her  death  occurred  at  the 
home  of  Dennis  Thorpe  in  Xorth  Haven.  Elisha, 
Penina,  Joy  and  Stephen  Bishop  moved  to  Reads- 
boro,  Vt.,  and  their  posterity  is  scattered  over  Xew 
England  and  some  of  the  western  States. 

(V)  Joy  Bishop,  son  of  Joy,  was  a  farmer  in 
X^'orth  Haven  and  lived  near  the  location  of  Smith's 
old  carriage  shop,  a  little  less  than  one-fourth  mile 
north  from  Mansfield's  bridge,  and  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  shad  fishing  in  the  river,  his 
catch  aniounting  to  several  thousand  in  a  season. 
His  son  also  engaged  in  the  same  business  and  Mr. 
Erus  Bishop  has  tools  that  were  then  in  use.  Joy 
Bishop  later  moved  to  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Isaac  Mansfield,  and  on  this  place  he  died,  having 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  the  owner  of  a  large 
extent  of  land. 

(VI)  Riah  Bishop,  son  of  Joy  Bishop,  was  born 
April  20,  1783,  on  the  farm  where  his  father  died. 
When  we  recall  these  dates  and  remember  the  pro- 
gress the  world  has  made  since,  the  wonderful  de- 
velopment in  every  line,  it  is  with  added  respect 
that  we  view  the  successful  efforts  of  those  who, 
with  none  of  our  advantages,  so  well  accomplished 
their  life  work.  The  old  house  was  torn  down  when 
Erus  Bishop  was  but  a  youth  of  twenty  years,  and 
upon  the  site  Riah  Bishop  erected  a  new  one,  the 
son  doing  the  work  from  plans  of  his  own.  This 
house  still  stands  and  is  occupied  bv  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Mansfield.  Riah  Bishop  married  Con- 
tent Blakeslee,  a  daughter  of  Seth  and  Jemima  (  Tut- 
tle) Blakeslee,  born  Sept.  24,  1793,  and  died  Dec. 
-'6,  1848.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop 
were:  Andrew  B. ;  Merab,  born  in  181 1,  married 
Merlin  Bradley;  Bela,  born  in  1813,  married  Sally 


!  Abby;  Orrin  Orson,  born  in   1815,  married  Maria 
Phillips;  Erus  Blakeslee;    Aurelia,    born    in    1819, 
married    Horace   Johnson   and    lived    in    Cheshire; 
I  Amelia,   a   twin   sister,  married  Amos   Stone,   who 
,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  removed  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  where  he  became  an  elder  in  the  Mor- 
mon Church;  Betsey  A.,  born  in  1821,  married  Or- 
rin Mansfield  and  moved  to  Harrison,  Calumet  Co., 
;  Wis.;  an  infant  daughter,  unnamed;  Polly  Content, 
'  born  in  1824,  married  Edwin  Mansfield;  James  E., 
born  in    1826,   married  Elizabeth   Turner,   of   Fair 
Haven;    George,    born    in    1828,    married    Clarissa 
Buckingham;  Jason,  and  an  infant  daughter,  born 
'  in    1830,   the   former  living  three  years,   the  latter 
j  but  one  day;  Laura,  born  in  1833,  died  in  1836;  and 
I  Ellen,  bom  in  1837,  married  George  M.  Beach,  in 
,  Sherwood,  Wis.,  and  is  now  deceased.     This  large 
.  family  claims  kindred  with  many  of  the  prominent 

ones  of  this  part  of  the  State. 
I         Erus  Blakeslee  Bishop  was  born  Alarch  13,  1817^ 
;  in   the  old   home   and  enjoyed  but   limited  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  an  education.  Quite  early  he 
sought  work  outside  the  home  farm,  as  the  old  place 
became  crowded  with  the  coming  of  the  numerous 
family,  and  being  of  a  mechanical  turn  of  mind,  he 
successfully  pursued    some    lines    without    any    in- 
struction.    The  house  which  still  stands  is  a  sample 
of  his  boyish  labor,  a  testimonial  to  the  energ}-  and 
natural   ability   which   afterward  made   of   him   so 
skilled  a  workman.     About  1834  he  began  work  in 
a  brick  yard,  working  two  summers,  afterward  en- 
gaging in  carpenter  work,  and  five  years  later  went 
to  Meriden  where  he  followed  this  trade,  being  con- 
sidered an  e.xpert  in  frame  making,  and  his  wages 
;  of  $25  per  month  were  considered  excellent.    After 
!  several  years  in   Meriden   Mr.   Bishop  returned  to 
j  Xorth  Haven,  bought  a  farm  and  erected  his  pres- 
ent house  in  the  year  1847,  performing  all  the  work 
of  this  more  pretentious  structure  also.     The  mason 
work,   plastering  and   everything  pertaining  to  its 
;  erection,   except   the  chimney,   is  the   work  of  his 
,  own  hands. 

I    '    The  fertile  brain  of  Mr.  Bishop  was  constantly 

at  work,  and  the  result  has  been  a  number  of  valu- 

I  able  inventions  in  the  making  of  brick,  including 

i  moulds  and  a  machine  which  was   in  general  use 

throughout  Xew  England  for  manv  years,  and  in 

the  western  States.  Mr.   Bishop  re-commenced  the 

making  of  brick,  locating  his  vard  on  the  east  side 

of  Ouinnipiac  river,  south  of  the  Stiles  Brick  Co.'s 

plant.     Here  he  and  his  brother.  James  Bishop,  en- 

;  gaged   in  the  business  under    the    finn    name    of 

;  Bishop  Bros.,  and  continued  for  four  years,  when 

Erus  bought  his  brother's  interest  and  remained  in 

the  business  until   1887.     He  was  succeeded  by  F. 

H.   Brockett,  a  son-in-law,   who  continued   several 

years,  later  leased  another  yard  and  the  old  yard  is 

;  discontinued.     Mr.  Bishop  then  retired  to  his  farm, 

where  he  employs  himself  for  recreation. 
I         On   April    17,    1844,    Erus    B.    Bishop   married 
Charlotte  Thorpe,  who  was  born  May  11,  1825,  a 
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daughter  of  Amasa  and  Cliloe  (Bassett)  Thorpe, 
both  of  whom  Hved  to  an  advanced  age  in  this  com- 
munity, the  former  attaining  eighty-two  years  and 
the  latter  eighty-eight,  and  were  well  known  to  tiie 
older  citizens.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were:  (i)  Charles  Elbert,  born  in  1845,  died  in 
1872 ;  he  was  an  educated  man  and  superior  in 
many  lines,  a  fine  mathematician,  an  expert  short- 
hand writer  and  bookkeeper  and  the  compiler  of  the 
family  history,  and  was  connected  in  business  with 
his  father.  (2)  Julia  Amelia,  born  in  1850,  married 
Elizur  Z.  Clinton  in  1869  and  lived  in  Clintonville 
until  her  death  in  1873.  (  3  )  Susan  Aurelia,  born  in 
1852,  married  Stephen  A.  Smith  in  1869  and  lives 
in  Clintonville.  (4)  Hattie,  born  in  1856,  married 
James  Munson,  of  North  Haven,_  in  1876.  (5) 
Charlotte  T.,  born  in  1859,  married  Frederick 
Brockett  in  1882.  (6)  Lucie,  born  in  1861,  mar- 
ried Andrew  D.  Clinton  in  1885  and  lives  in  Clin- 
tonville. (7)  Edgar  S..  born  in  1865,  died  in  1877. 
(8)  John  F.,  bom  in  1869.  died  in  1870.  Democ- 
racy seems  to  Mr.  Bishop  the  best  form  of  politics, 
and!  he  always  does  his  public  duty  by  casting  his 
vote,  but  does  no  active  party  work,  nor  has  he 
taken  any  interest  in  office  holding.  His  social  con- 
nection with  the  North  Haven  Grange  is  a  pleasant 
and  congenial  one.  He  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  to  which  he  liberally  contributes.  It  is 
not  given  to  all  to  celebrate  a  golden  wedding,  but 
Mr.  Bishop  and  his  estimable  wife  had  that  happi- 
ness on  April  17,  1894,  when  their  four  daughters 
gave  a  reception  in  their  honor  at  the  home  of  !Mrs. 
Brockett.  There  were  eight  of  the  original  guests 
present,  besides  relatives  and  friends,  who  contrib- 
uted much  to  the  joy  of  the  occasion  by  poems  and 
congratulatory  speeches.  An  original  poem,  written 
for  the  occasion  by  Whiting  S.  Sanford,  was  also 
read.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bishop  are  rounding  out  lives 
of  charity  and  benevolence,  and  the  wisii  of  the 
whole  community  is  that  they  may  be  spared  many 
more  years. 

EMERSON  :\r.  HOTCHKISS.  the  founder  of 
Hotchkiss  Paper  Co..  of  W'aterbury  (since  Novem- 
ber, 1901,  Hotchkiss  Paper  Co.,  Incorporated),  deal- 
ers in  nearly  all  kinds  of  paper  and  paper  goods, 
twines,  manufacturers'  supplies,  woodenware, 
baskets,  broorrjs,  brushes,  oil  cans,  lamp  chimneys, 
lanterns,  grocers'  and  butchers'  scales,  coffee  mills, 
meat  grinders,  and  a  great  line  of  similar  goods, 
is  one  of  the  solid  and  successful  business  men  of 
that  city.  In  the  business  world  his  standing  is 
above  reproach,  in  private  life  his  character  is  un- 
blemished. 

Ezekiel  Hotchkiss,  his  great-grandfather,  was  a 
sergeant  in  the  Continental  army,  and  served  with 
marked  bravery  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war, 
with  honor  to  himself  and  to  his  country.  With 
the  surrender  of  the  British  he  returned  to  Con- 
necticut, and  bought  a  farm  in  Woodbridge,  upon 
which  he  settled  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his 


days.  In  after  years,  to  his  children  and  grand- 
children, his  stories  of  hardships  endured,  and  of 
battles  fought  in  which  he  and  his  comrades  par- 
ticipated, were  of  the  most  interesting  and  thrill- 
ing nature. 

Miles  Hotchkiss,  Sr.,  son  of  Sergt.  Ezekiel,  was 
born  in  Woodbridge,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
became  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  in  Southington,  this  State,  where 
he  reared  the  following  children:  }kliles  and  Mar- 
tin, twins;  Benoni ;  Seldcn ;  Susan;  and  Emeline. 
Miles  is  mentioned  below.  Martin  was  a  farmer 
and  mechanic  in  Southington,  where  Benoni  was 
a  farmer  and  stonemason ;  Selden  was  an  iron  and 
brass  molder  in  the  same  town;  Susan  married 
Charles  Thompson,  a  farmer  of  Soutlnngton,  and 
Emeline  married  Burton  Hine,  also  a  farmer  of 
that  town. 

Miles  Hotchkiss,  Jr.,  son  of  Miles,  Sr.,  was 
born  near  Compounce  Lake  April  16,  1822,  and  died 
in  Plantsville  May  17,  1898.  He  was  a  man  of 
modest,  retiring,  cheerful  disposition,  a  most  highly 
esteemed  and  respected  citizen,  one  whose  honesty 
was  never  questioned  and  whose  sterling  merits 
were  acknowledged  by  all.  In  early  life  he  was  for 
several  years  a  boatman  on  the  Farmington  canal, 
running  from  New  Haven,  Conn.,  to  Northampton, 
Mass.,  but  later  he  became  a  mechanic,  and  finally 
a  gardener  and  produce  dealer.  He  was  noted  for 
giving  full  measure,  weight  or  count,  and  his  gen- 
erous nature  impelled  him  to  give  even  more  than 
he  expected  in  return.  In  1846  he  married  Miss 
Celia  Andrews,  a  native  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Martha 
M.  (Hotchkiss)  Andrews.  The  Andrews  family 
is  an  old  historic  one  in  Connecticut,  and  was  rep- 
resented among  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  as 

j  were  also  the  Royce  and  Hotchkiss  families,  with 
whom  the  Andrews  had  intermarried.     Hiram  An- 

j  drews  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Brooks) 
Andrews,  and  his  wife,  Martha  M.  (Hotchkiss) 
Andrews,  was  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Martha 
(Royce)  Hotchkiss,  all  of  Cheshire.  To  Miles 
Hotchkiss  and  his  wife  were  born  two  children: 
Celia  M.,  who  married  William  M.  Bigelow,  of 
Springfield,  i\Iass.,  a  mechanic  and  man  of  fine 
ability  and  high  standing;  and  Emerson  M.  One 
of  the  best  mothers,  grandmothers  anu  great-grand- 
mothers that  ever  lived,  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  could  never 
do  enough,  in  her  own  estimation,  for  those  whom 
she  loved  and  respected.  She  was  essentially  do- 
mestic in  her  tastes,  hrmly  believing  that  a  woman's 
first  duty  is  caring  and  working  for  her  family  and 
immediate  friends,  and  in  her  unselfish,  noble  life 
beautifully  exemplifying  this  belief.  Loyal  to  all. 
she  was  a  loving,  faithful  helpmeet,  an  ideal  mother, 
companion  and  friend.  Hospitable  to  the  core,  her 
first  thoughts  were  always  for  the  comfort  and  en- 
joyment of  others,  and  to  that  end  she  was  ever 
willing  and  happy  to  sacrifice  her  own  time,  health 
and  even  life  itself.  Tenderly  and  cheerfully  she 
would  nurse  and  care  for  anv  of  her  familv  when 
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sick,  and  when  they  were  in  health  she  was  no  less 
st)hcitoiis,  seeking  to  lighten  their  burdens  by  every 
means  in  her  power.  Thus  she  lived,  happiest  in 
making  others  happ\-,  until,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
si.x,  she  was  stricken  with  the  dread  disease  pneu- 
monia, and  she  calmly  passed  away  after  one  short 
week's  illness,  Jan.  27,   1902. 

Emerson  M.  Hotchkiss  was  born  m  Southing- 
ton,  Conn.,  May  13,  1849,  and  passed  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life  in  Plantsville,  Conn.,  attending  the 
public  schools  of  that  place,  as  well  as,  those  of 
Milldale  and  Cheshire.  In  the  Lewis  Academy  at 
Southington  he  completed  his  school  education  in 
1865,  and  immediately  thereafter  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Plants- 
ville, where  he  spent  several  months.  The  post 
office  was  in  this  store,  and  the  young  man  gained 
a  good  insight  into  general  business  matters.  In 
his  ambition  to  make  himself  valuable  to  his  em- 
ployer, Mr.  Hotchkiss  overworked,  was  taken  seri- 
ously ill,  and  finally  passed  through  a  severe  attack 
of  typhoid  fever.  During  his  illness  the  term  of 
the  postmaster  (his  employer)  had  nearly  e.xpired, 
and  another  man,  of  political  views  in  harmony 
v.'ith  these  of  the  new  administration,  secured  the 
appointment.  He,  too.  conducted  a  general  store, 
and,  being  favorably  impressed  with  the  manner  in 
which  young  Hotchkiss  had  attended  to  his  duties 
and  conducted  himself  generally  while  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  competitor,  and  previously,  called  upon 
him  during  h'S  convalescence,  and  urged  him  to 
enter  his  employ  at  as  early  a  date  as  he  was  able, 
to  take  charge  of  the  post  office  as  soon  as  it  should 
he  moved  into  the  new  quarters.  After  several 
interviews  the  young  man  consented,  although 
strongly  importuned  by  his  former  employer  to  re- 
turn to  his  store  as  head  clerk  and  bookkeeper. 
After  a  few  months  in  his  new  place  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
was  offered  and  accepted  the  position  of  book- 
keeper in  the  office  of  the  S.  Stow  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of  Plantsville  ( later  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilco.K 
Co.),  where  he  remained  until  1871,  spending  part 
of  the  time  during  his  last  two  years  there  on  the 
road  as  salesman.  His  experience  and  schooling 
while  with  this  firm  gave  him  a  most  thorough 
practical  knowledge  of  cftice  work  and  the  conduct 
of  business  in  general,  which  has  proven  to  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  him  in  his  life  work. 

Previous  to  entering  the  office  of  the  Stow  Man- 
ufacturing Co.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  had  managed  to  save 
a  portion  of  his  wages,  and  with  his  increased  sal- 
ary he  was  enabled  to  save  still  more,  which  accu- 
mulation, when  it  amounted  to  a  fev.'  hundred  dol- 
lars, he  invested  in  stock  in  the  Stow  Co.,  adding  to 
same  until,  with  cash  and  stock  dividends  which 
had  been  declared,  his  holdings  in  1871  amounted 
to  about  eight  thousand  dollars.  He  then  deter- 
mined to  sell  out  and  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself,  and  accordingly,  although  strongly  urged 
by  the  officers  of  the  company  to  remain  with  them 
at  a  largely  increased  salary,  he  sold  his  stock, 
launched  out,  purchased  the  ^lad  River  Paper  Mill 


at  Wolcott,  X'cw  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  at  once' 
began  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  with 
the  intention  of  making  it  a  first-class  wrapping 
paper  and  straw  board  mill.  With  the  high  prices 
then  ruling  for  these  goods  the  outlook  was  bright, 
but  prices  soon  declined,  and  within  two  years  had 
reached  so  low  a  jMint  through  competition  with 
western  mills — that  had  the  advantages  of  cheap 
stock,  fuel  and  labor — that  the  eastern  mills  running 
on  these  common  grades  of  paper  could  dispose  of 
their  product  only  at  a  loss,  the  actual  cost  to  them 
of  stock  and  fuel  (reckoning  nothing  for  labor  and 
other  expenses)  being  more  than  their  western 
competitors  were  asking  for  the  finished  goods. laid 
down  in  the  eastern  market.  Then  followed  the 
panics  of  1874-75,  and  Mr.  Hotchkiss,  with  his 
small  capital  and  twice  as  much  more  tied  up  in 
real  estate,  buildings  and  fine  new  machinery,  no 
sales  for  his  product  except  at  much  less  than  cost, 
his  customers  on  every  hand  failing  and  others 
winding  up  their  business,  met  with  heavy  financial 
losses  and  found  himself  unable  to  pay  the  running 
expenses  of  the  mill  and  to  carry  on  the  enterprise 
longer  without  getting  more  deeply  involved  and 
also  further  involving  his  friends,  manv  of  whom 
had  advanced  and  were  ready  to  advance  still  more 
money  if  he  so  desired.  Taking  into  consideration 
all  the  existing  conditions,  he  decided  to  discon- 
tinue operations.  The  mill  property  he  transferred 
to  the  mortgagee,  sold  the  stock  on  hand,  collected 
outstanding  accounts,  and  with  the  proceeds  paid 
his  indebtedness  as  far  as  possible.  However,  there 
was  still  a  balance  of  many  thousands  of  dollars 
standing  against  him,  which  he  proposed  to  pay 
from  his  future  earnings,  and  this  self-imposed 
task  was  faithfully  performed.  For  over  fifteen 
years  succeeding  he  paid  all  that  could  possiblv  be 
spared  from  salary  or  profits,  and  eventually  all 
these  claims  were  satisfied,  in  nearly  every  case 
with  interest  added.  During  his  stay  with  the  Stow" 
Manufacturing  Co.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  had  proven  him- 
self an  expert  accountant,  and  now,  as  soon  as  he 
was  again  in  position  to  take  up  that  class  of  work, 
his  services  were  promptly  secured  to  unravel  some 
intricate  and  complicated  accounts  for  firms  with 
i  whom  his  old  employers  and  business  associates 
were  connected.  After  several  months  in  employ- 
ment of  this  character,  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
office  of  a  manufacturing  firm  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.. 
whither  he  removed.  The  climate  of  Indiana 
proved  disagreeable  to  his  family,  especially  so  to 
his  two  small  boys,  and,  his  official  connection  also 
proving  unsatisfactorv  and  generally  disappointing, 
he  resigned  his  position  in  1S76  and  returned  to 
Connecticut,  where  in  a  short  time  he  secured  a  po- 
sition as  superintendent  in  the  burner  department 
of  the  Plume  &  Atwood  Manufacturing  Co..  of 
Waterbury.  Fiut  the  longing  to  be  out  again  in  the 
business  world  made  him  feel  dissatisfied ;  and  in 
1S77  he  severed  his  connection  with  this  company, 
and,  with  a  capital  of  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars, 
bought   a   small   stock   of  paper   and   paper  bags. 
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With  this  very  limited  capital,  aijainst  the  advice 
of  ids  friends,  he  worked,  soliciting-  orders,  deliver- 
ing, hauling  and  caring  for  his  stock  in  the  day- 
time, and  doing  his  office  work  at  night,  often  con- 
tinuing until  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
utterly  regardless  of  pleasure,  comfort  and  healtli. 
There  were  old-established  and  wealthy  concerns 
already  in  the  field,  and  some  of  them  boasted 
openly  that  they  would  completely  annihilate  the 
jroung  man  within  six  months,  but  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
proved  himself  to  be  a  good  fighter,  able  to  keep  up 
the  pace  as  long  as  they  desired,  and  in  no  sense  a 
"quitter."  For  a  year  or  more  he  was  ol:)liged  to 
do  practically  all  the  work  himself  in  order  to  keep 
down  running  expenses.  Rent  was  an  item  to  be 
considered,  and  he  first  stored  his  stock  in  a  small 
basement  on  Cherry  street,  later  moving  it  to  a 
more  central  and  convenient  basement  on  Bank 
street,  where  he  employed  one  man  as  a  helper.  As 
his  trade  increased  he  occupied  a  store  on  Phoenix 
avenue,  in  addition  to  the  Bank  street  basement, 
and  then  employed  two  men.  In  1880  his  business 
had  grovv-n  to  such  proportions  that  additional  store 
room  and  help  were  needed,  so  he  purchased  the 
property  at  the  corner  of  Grand  and  Cedar  streets, 
where  in  1883  he  erected  the  five-story  brick  block 
which  he  occupied  until  Xov.  15.  1901,  at  which 
time  he  leased  it  to  the  newly  incorporated  com- 
pany. Sir.ce  1883  he  has  bought  adjoining  prop- 
erty, and  added  new  storehouses,  until  now  there  is 
over  26,000  square  feet  of  t^oor  space,  so  thoroughly 
crowded  with  goods  that  more  space  must  be  found 
in  the  near  future.  Five  men  are  out  as  salesmen 
and  collectors,  eight  men  and  two  ladies  are  em- 
ployed in  the  warehouses  and  office,  and  the  busi- 
ness is  still  on  the  increase. 

Within  the  past  year  or  two.  the  demands  for 
the  devotion  of  all  his  time  and  attention  to  his  Xew 
Haven  business  (m.ention  of  which  follows)  and 
other  interests  outside  having  become  almost  im- 
perative, Mr.  Hotchkiss  finally  decided  to  retire 
permanently  from  the  paper  and  woodenware  trade, 
and  therefore,  in-  Xovember,  1901.  he  sold  his  entire 
stock  of  merchandise,  equipment  and  good  will  in 
the  Waterbury  business  to  a  newly  organized  cor- 
poration, which  continues  in  the  same  line  under 
the  style  of  Hotchkiss  Paper  Co..  Incorporated. 

Through  his  successful  management  of  the 
paper  business,  and  some  profitable  outside  ven- 
tures. Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  in  1886  enabled  to  buy  the 
old  Blackstone  farm  and  homestead  in  the  town  of. 
Branford,  Xew  Haven  county — a  most  beautiful  and 
picturesque  country  and  seaside  home  on  the  shore 
of  Long  Island  Sound.  He  still  owns  nearly  all  of 
this  property,  and  has  at  great  expense  and  labor 
improved  the  same,  built  several  tasty  cottages  there- 
on for  summer  guests,  and  made  of  it  an  ideal  fam- 
ily summer  resort,  wdiich  is  known  as  Hotchkiss' 
Grove.  The  old  red  farmhouse  which  was  built  by 
the  r.Iackstones  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago  still 
stands  there,  well-preserved,  a  famous  landmark 
for  miles  around,  and  especially  so   for  sailors  on 


the  Sound.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  tlie  owner  of  prop- 
erty in  other  sections  of  the  country,  and  has  en- 
gaged in  other  business  as  well.  He  owns  the  plant 
and  is  sole  proprietor  of  the  business  which  he  is 
conducting  under  the  style  of  F.  M.  Hotchkiss  Co., 
of  Xew  Haven.  In  1898  he  bought  this  large  fac- 
tory property,  formerly  the  Manvill  Carriage 
Works,  corner  of  Wooster  and  Wallace  streets, 
Xew  Haven,  and  equipped  a  portion  of  the  five- 
story  brick  building  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery  for  metal  working  and  an  experimental 
machine  shop.  For  about  two  years  he  employed 
expert  mechanical  engineers  to  build  and  perfect  a 
superior  and  tlioroughly  reliable  motor  for  auto- 
mobiles, but  the  results  not  being  entirely  satisfac- 
tory he  took  up  other  lines,  and  now.  in  addition  to 
general  machine  work,  he  is  manufacturing  for 
home  and  export  trade  the  Xew  Era  Lawn  Mowers, 
Crescent  Wave  Lawn  Sprinklers.  World  Hose 
Couplings,  and  other  patented  specialties.  The 
outlook  for  his  having  a  large,  constantly  increas- 
ing, and  profitable  business  in  this  line  is  most  en- 
couraging. Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  several  other  manufacturing  and  financial 
enterprises,  both  in  and'  out  of  the  State. 

About  twelve  years  ago,  through  too  close  ap- 
plication to  business,  Mr.  Hotchkiss'  health  became 
impaired,  and  for  several  years  he  was  unable  to  fol- 
low his  occupation  as  closely  as  formerly.  During 
this  period  his  younger  son,  Irving  M..  for  whom 
a  brilliant  career  was  anticipated,  was  taken  ill  and 
passed  away,  very  suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  This 
was  a  great  blow  to  the  father,  and  such  was  his 
j  weakened  condition  at  the  time  that  his  family  and 
friends  greatly  feared  the  outcome.  Soon  after  the 
physicians  recommended  the  entire  abandonment 
of  care  and  work,  a  foreign  trip,  or  a  prolonged  so- 
journ in  some  remote  section  of  this  country,  where 
complete  rest  and  change  of  scene  could  be  had, 
but  Mr.  Hotchkiss  declined  to  drop  the  business 
I  which  he  had  worked  so  long  and  so  hard  to  build 
I  up,  and  with  his  characteristic  grit  remained  at  his 
!  post,  letting  his  elder  son,  Winford  E.,  who  was 
then  with  him,  attend  as  far  as  possible  to  details. 
As  a  result  of  this  more  careful  husbanding  of  his 
strength,  coupled  with  skulful  medical  treatment,  he 
practicallv  regained  his  health  in  a  few  years,  and 
took  hold  of  his  various  enterprises  with  increased 
vigor:  but  the  added  strain  proved  to  be  more  than 
he  could  yet  stand,  and  early  in  the  spring  of  1897 
he  was  again  stricken,  this  time  with  such  sudden- 
ness and  severity  that  he  fell  unconscious  in  his 
room,  wdiere  he  was  found  later  by  his  family, 
rigid,  set  and  apparently  lifeless.  By  heroic  treat- 
ment, however,  he  was  brough't  back  to  conscious- 
ness. A  raging  fever  then  developed,  running  so 
high  and  proving  so  obstinate  that,  with  extreme 
prostration,  weakness  and  complete  collapse  of 
stomach,  the  complications  were  so  exceedingly 
dangerous  that  on  several  occasions  throughout  this 
sickness  it  seemed  impossilile  for  him  to  live  more 
than  a  verv  short  time,  a   few  hours  at  the  most, 
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much  less  to  ever  rally  sufficiently  to  conquer  the 
disease,  leave  the  sick  room  and  again  become 
active  in  his  vocation.  Dut  to  the  surprise  of  all 
who  were  intimately  conversant  with  tlie  case  he 
after  several  weeks  gained  rapidly,  recovered  be- 
fore fall,  and  once  more  took  up  his  work,  and  now. 
at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  after  thirty-seven  years  of 
continuous  business  life,  he  is  still  "in  the  harness,'' 
enjoying  fairly  good  health,  a  very  active  man, 
liglit-hearted,  and  ever  ready  to  extend  a  cheery 
greeting  to  his  friends. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  has  not  found  all  his  pathway  in 
life  strewn  with  roses,  minus  the  thorns.  His 
career  has  indeed  been  a  strenuous  one— a  long, 
hard  battle  to  fight  against  losses,  disappointments, 
treatchery  of  so-called  friends,  hostilitv  of  enemies, 
lack  of  working  capital,  hot  and  ruinous  competi- 
tion, ill  health  and  bereavement.  But  through  it  all 
the  blood  that  he  inherited  from  Revolutionary  an- 
cestors on  both  maternal  and  paternal  sides  came 
in  evidence,  and  he  recognized  no  such  word  as  de- 
feat. Although  his  investments  have  in  a  few  in- 
stances proven  to  be  poor  ones,  and  the  money 
might  much  better  have  been  placed  elsewhere  or 
given  away,  he  has  always  taken  a  philosophical 
view  of  the  situation,  persevered  in  his  undertakings, 
and  in  the  end  has  become  a  wealthy  man,  in  the 
honorable  position  of  deserving  all  he  possesses. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  married  Miss  Mary  L.  Dudley  in 
1872.  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  was  born  in  Waterbury,  a 
daughter  of  Whiting  B.  Dudley,  an  old  and  hon- 
ored resident  of  that  place,  who  held  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  the  city  Water  Works  from  its 
organization  until  his  death  in  1882.  For  eight 
years  he  was  a  deacon  in  the  Prospect  Congrega- 
tional Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  are  the 
parents  of  three  children  :  Winford  E.,  born  Feb. 
5,  1873,  has  been  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
paper  business  in  Waterbury  from  his  youth,  and  is 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Incorporated  company ;  he 
is  married.  Irving  M.,  born  April  3,  1874,  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  whde  preparing  for  college. 
Celia  E.,  born  March  10,  18SS,  is  a  student  in  the 
Waterbury  high  school. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  belongs  to  Townsend  Lodge,  Xo. 
89,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  is  well  satisfied  with  the  work 
of  this  order.  During  the  time  he  was  connected 
with  the  Stow  Manufacturing  Co.  he  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  several  years 
was  a  member  of  the  choir  of  the  Plantsville 
Church,  and  he  is  now  identified  with  the  Second 
Congregational  Church  in  Waterbury.  He  also  be- 
longed to  Quinnipiac  Lodge.  Good  Templars,  in 
Plantsville.  and  was  advanced  from  one  office  to 
another  until  finallv.  for  succeeding  terms,  he  was 
elected  chief  of  the  lodge,  being  released  only  wdien 
husiness  required  his  removal  from  the  town.  He 
has  continued  to  follow  in  the  path  of  temperance 
in  all  things,  never  having  used  even  tobacco  in 
any  form,  and  in  choosing  his  associates  he  has  al- 
ways sought  companions  whose  reputations  would 
hear  close  inspection.    In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 


publican, but  in  no  sense  can  lie  be  called  an  office 
seeker  nor  a  scheming  politician,  and   in  all  elec- 
tions reserves  the  right   to  cast  his  ballot   for  the 
men   and   measures   he   thinks   best   for   the  public 
welfare.      In   either  personal   or  business   relations 
i  with  his  fellow  men  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  strictly  hon- 
I  est,  appearing  for  exactly  what  he  is;  his  "word  is 
I  as  good  as  his  bond,"  he  has  an  intense  hatred  for 
j  all  forms  of  hypocrisy,  snol)bishness  and  deceit,  and 
I   is  quick  to  discover  a  man's  true  worth  in  spite  of 
I  any  false  exterior.     In  business  and  all  other  mat- 
j  ters   he   is   straightforward   and   progressive:   as   a 
I   friend  he  is  faithfully  loyal,  ever  mindful  of  a  favor, 
I  and  notably  hospitable.     He  is  magnanimous  to  his 
I  enemies,  not  over-ready  to  pick  a  quarrel,  but  has 
i   always  been  found  perfectly  capable  of  taking  his 
i  own  part  when  forced  to  do  so.  and  seldom  forgets 
1  an  insult,  slight,  or  injury.     He  is  firm  in  his  con- 
j  victions    and    tenacious    in    maintaining    them,    al- 
I  though  ever  willing  to  listen  to  the  "other  side." 
Conservative,    unassuming,    level-headed,    of   quick 
perception    and    good    judgment,    Mr.    Hotchkiss 
through  energ}-,  perseverance  and  talent  has  gained 
his  present  enviable  position,   and   with  the  broad 
charity  that  comes  from  hard  experience  he  is  ever 
ready  to  place  a  man  on  his  own  merits  rather  than 
on  any  inherited  social  standing,  and  to  assist  by 
word  or  deed  any  worthy  struggler  in  life's  race. 

By  studying  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Hotchkiss  it  will  be  seen  that  their  children  can 
number  among  their  ancestors  three  dilTerent 
branches  of  Hotchkiss'  in  a  most  extraordinary 
way : 

First — Emerson  ^I.  Hotchkiss  had  great-grand- 
fathers, great-grandmothers,  great-uncles,  great- 
aunts,  and  cousins  by  the  name  of  Hotchkiss  on 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  side,  between  which 
two  lines  there  existed  no  blood  relationship  so  far 
as  can  yet  be  traced :  On  his  father's  side,  Sergt. 
Ezekiel  and  his  descendants  down,  and  on  his 
mother's  side  Israel  Hotchkiss  and  his  descendants, 
Israel's  daughter,  Martha  M.  marrying  Hiram  An- 
drews. Their  daughter,  Celia  Andrews,  showed  par- 
tiality toward  her  grandfather's  name,  and  brought 
it  into  the  family  again  by  marrying  Miles  Hotch- 
kiss, Jr.,  of  a  different  branch  entirely,  and  not 
known  to  be  connected,  thus  bringing  two  lines  of 
Hotchkiss  together,  the  result  of  this  union  being, 
as  hereinbefore  stated,  Celia  M.  and  Emerson  M. 

Second — Emerson  M.  Hotchkiss,  in  marrying, 
added  the  third  line,  as  the  mother  of  Mary  L. 
Dudlcv  (his  wife")  was,  before  her  marriage  to 
Whiting  B.  Dudley.  Rosanna  Hotchkiss.  Her  father 
was  Benjamin  Hotchkiss.  of  Prospect,  son  of 
Abrahant  Hotchkiss,  of  Watertown.  whose  father, 
Deacon  Gideon  Hotchkiss,  of  Waterbury  and  Pros- 
!  pect,  was  a  captain  of  militia  in  the  French  and  In- 
j  dian  war  and  also  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  So 
far  as  is  now  known  this  line  is  in  no  way  related  to 
either  of  the  lines  of  ancestry  of  Emerson  M. 

The  children  of  Emerson  .M.  and  Mary  L.  (Dud- 
ley)  Hotchkiss,  namely,  Winfcrd  E.  and  Celia  E., 
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now  therefore  have  relatives  by  the  name  of  Hotch- 
kiss  extenclincj  in  three  different  Hnes  which  for 
several  generations  appear  to  be  entirely  separate 
and  distinct. 

LEWIS.  The  family  of  this  name,  from  whicli 
descended  the  Lewises  of  Wallinp-ford  and  Meri- 
den,  Conn.,  where,  from  generation  to  generation, 
they  have  lived  for  upward  of  two  hundred  years. 
and  of  which  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  of 
Meriden,  was  a  distinguished  member,  were  in 
direct  line  of  descent  from  William  Lewis,  their  first 
American  ancestor. 

William  Lewis  came  from  London  in  the  ship 
"Lion,"  arriving  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  16,  1632. 
He  settled  in  what  is  now  Cambridge.  Mass.,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1636  was  one  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker  company  who  settled  in  Hartford.  Conn. 
Mr.  Lewis  removed  to  Farmington,  Conn.,  before 
1644.  Later  he  removed  to  Hadlev,  Mass.,  anci  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  that  town  in  1661.  He  was 
a  leading  spirit  and  prominent  man  in  these  several 
places.     His  wife  was  Felix  Lewis. 

The  late  Isaac  C.  Lewis  was  in  the  eighth  gen- 
eration from  William  Lewis,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  William  (2),  Ebenezer,  Caleb,  Icha- 
bod,  Jared  and  Isaac. 

(II)  William  Lewis  (2).  son  of  William  Lewis, 
was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  Boston  with  his 
father.  In  1644  he  was  a  resident  of  Farmington, 
and  was  chosen  the  first  recorder  of  the  town  in 
164.S.     In  1657  he  and  Samuel  Steele  bought  of  the 

•  Indians,  on  behalf  of  a  Farming-ton  company,  a  tract 
of  land  sixteen  miles  square.  He.  too,  was  a  man 
of  prominence  in  his  community.  He  married 
(first)  in  1644,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Hopkins. 
of  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  (second)  Mary,  daughter 
of  Ezekiel  Cheever,  a  famous  instructor,  of  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  Boston,  Alass.  William  Lewis 
died  in  i6qo. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Lewis,  son  of  William  (2),  was 
born  in  Farmington,  Conn.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  !Merriman,  of  \\'alling- 
ford.  Conn.,  and  settled  in  that  town,  where  he  died 
in  1709. 

(IV)  Caleb  Lewis,  son  of  Ebenezer  Lewis,  born 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  married  Sarah  (Curtis) 
Cook,  daughter  of  Isaac  Curtis,  and  widow  of 
Isaac  Cook. 

(V)  Ichabod  Lewis,  son  of  Caleb  Lewis,  born 
in  Wallingford.  married,  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  Esther  (Umberfield)  Hall,  daughter  of 
Caleb  and  Esther  L'mberfield. 

(VI)  Jared  Lewis,  son  of  Ichabod  Lewis  by  his 
second  marriage,  born  May  10,  1761.  married  Rhoda 
Munson.  Jared  Lewis  was  a  patriot  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  in  which  he  served  in  a  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Canfield.  In  later  vears  he  kept 
a  hotel  in  Wallingford,  and  was  no  exception  to  the 
rule  in  those  days  when  the  landlord  was  generally 
the  most   influential   man   in   the   communitv.      He 


was  active  in  politics,  and  his  advice  was  sought  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  public  ati'airs. 

(VII)  Isaac  Lewis,  son  of  Jared  Lewis  and  the 
father  of  the  late  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  of  Meriden,  was 
born  in  Wallingford.  He  married  Esther,  daughter 
of  Deodate  and  Marv  (  Parsons  1  Beaumont,  re- 
moved to  Meriden  ami  there  died  in  1823.  His 
widow  died  five  years  later.  In  1806,  at  the  time 
Meriden  was  taken  from  Wallingford  and  incor- 
porated in  a  separate  town,  Isaac  Lewis  was  chosen 
town  clerk,  and  as  such  served  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  respected. 

Hon.  Is.\.\c  Ch.\uxcev  Lewi.s,  son  of  Isaac- 
Lewis  was  bom  Oct.  19,  1812.  in  Meriden,  Conn. 
After  his  father's  death,  when  the  son  was  but  eleven 
vears  of  age.  he  had  but  one  term  of  schooling  save 
an  occasional  attendance  at  an  evening  school.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  younfr  Lewis  lived  one  sum- 
mer with  Levi  Yale  on  the  Carpenter  place  on  East 
Main  street,  in  Meriden,  and  the  next  summer  with 
Moses  Andrews,  a  farmer  in  the  west  part  of  the 
same  town.  In  the  next  year  he  went  to  live  with 
his  grandfather.  Tared  Lewis,  in  Wallingford,  and 
assisted  him  in  his  store  and  hotel.  On  the  death 
of  his  grandfather,  a  year  later,  young  Lewis  re- 
turned to  Meriden,  and  there  remained  two  years. 
living  a  part  of  the  time  with  his  mother,  and  after 
her  death,  in  1828,  with  his  brother  Patrick,  who 
kept  a  tavern.  When  in  his  fifteenth  year  he  re- 
turned to  Wallineford,  and  entered  the  establish- 
ment of  Charles  &  Hiram  Yale,  manufacturers  of 
britannia  ware,  to  learn  the  trade.  He  remained 
with  Hiram  Yale  until  the  death  of  that  gentleman, 
in  183 1  (Charles  having  withdrawn  in  the  mean- 
time). He  then  entered  the  employ  of  Lewis  & 
Holt  (of  which  firm  his  brother  Patrick  was  a  mem- 
ber), who  kept  a  store  in  a  part  of  his  brother's  ho- 
tel building,  and  had  a  small  factorv.  Young  Lewis 
worked  at  a  foot  lathe,  and  his  first  business  was  that 
of  making  molasses-gates.  Later  his  employers  en- 
larged their  business,  and  began  making  Britannia 
ware.  In  1833  the  firm  failed,  and  young  Lewis  lost 
about  half  of  the  little  capital  of  S800  which  he  had 
accumulated.  The  business  of  the  firm  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Almeron  Miles,  with  whom  Mr.  Lewis  re- 
mained two  vears  and  added  S200  to  his  capital. 
Being  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  George  Cowles.  under  the  fimi 
name  of  Lewis  &  Cowles.  They  closed  up  their 
business  in  the  spring  of  1S36,  by  which  time  Mr. 
Lewis  had  a  capital  of  $1,500.  Later  and  for  a  time 
until  in  1840  he  was  in  business  in  partnership  with 
Lemuel  J.   Curtis. 

In  1841  Mr.  Lewis  bought  the  Fordred  farm, 
which  was  located  about  one  mile  east  of  Meriden 
Center,  where  he  resided  for  many  years.  Here  he 
built  a  shop  and  carried  on  the  Britannia  business  on 
his  own  account.  His  business  increased,  and  in 
1850  he  bought  the  Crocker  shop  in  which  he  had 
carried  on  business  with  Mr.  Cowles.  Soon  after, 
associated  with  Daniel  B.  Wells,  the  firm  of  I.  C- 
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Lewis  &  Co.  was  fornie<l,  hut  the  death  of  Mr.  Wells 
soon  afterward  terminated  the  partnership.  He 
purchased  the  interest  of  .Mr.  Wells  and  continued 
in  business  alone,  rapidly  enlarging  his  product  and 
the  means  of  manufacturing  it.  About  this  time 
Horace  C.  and  Dennis  Wilcox,  two  enterprising 
men  who  made  themselves  known  in  the  business 
world,  conceived  the  plan  of  forming  a  joint-stock 
company,  and  bought  up  the  several  Britannia-ware 
establishments  in  Meriden,  so  in  1852  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.  was  formed  and  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000.  the  incorporators  being  Horace 
C.  and  Dennis  Wilcox,  W.  W.  Lyman,  Lemuel  J. 
Curtis,  John  Munson.  James  Frary  and  Isaac  C. 
Lewis.  JMr.  Lewis  was  made  president.  For  nearlv 
fourteen  years  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  new  cor- 
poration, giving  his  constant  personal  attention  to 
the  business  in  its  many  details.  Xot  only  did  he 
perform  all  the  onerous  duties  of  the  presidency^  but 
he  exercised  a  careful  supervision  over  the  manu- 
facture of  the  company's  goods,  that  went  far  toward 
establishing  the  enviable  reputation  that  the  product 
of  the  factory  soon  gained.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
the  affairs  of  the  Britannia  Company  were  running 
so  smoothly,  and  its  successes  had  been  so  pro- 
nounced that  Mr.  Lewis  felt  that  he  should  be  par- 
tially relieved  from  his  arduous  duties.  He  accord- 
ingly, in  January,  i8(56,  resigned  from  the  presi- 
dency of  the  company.  The  office  of  su{>erintendent 
(which  office  he  had  practically  held  all  these  years) 
was  created,  and  Air.  Lewis  was  elected.  This 
office  he  held  until  1874,  when  he  resigned  that 
position.  On  the  death  of  Horace  C.  Wilcox,  in 
1890,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  directors  of 
the  Britannia  Company.  Mr.  Lewis  again  assumed 
the  presidencv  and  remained  in  that  otiice  until  his 
death.  Though  relieved  of  the  presidency  from 
1866  to  1890,  Mr.  Lewis  was  during  all  these  years 
a  {X)tent  factor  in  the  managerial  and  executive  af- 
fairs of  the  company,  and  his  views  always  played  a 
large  part  in  shaping  the  course  of  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.,  which  had  grown  from  an  infant  in- 
dustry to  become  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing 
concerns  in  the  country,  with  a  capital  of  one  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  having  five  million  dollars  invested. 

As  years  passed  Mr.  Lewis'  business  interests 
embraced  wider  and  wider  fields.  Every  new  busi- 
ness interest  that  needed  encouragement  and  capital 
enlisted  his  support  until  he  had  become  a  stock- 
holder in  a  score  of  thriving  concerns,  and  a  director 
in  a  dozen  of  them.  He  was  president  of  the  Meri- 
den Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  the  Miller  Brothers' 
Cutlery  Co.,  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Meriden 
National  Bank,  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank,  the  Wil- 
cox Silver  Plate  Co.,  the  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Co., 
the  Manning  &  Bowman  Co.,  Edward  Miller  &  Co., 
the  Wilcox  &  White  Organ  Co..  and  others. 

During  the  busiest  year  of  his  life  Mr.  Lewis 
found  time  to  devote  to  town  and  municipal  allairs, 
and  his  fellow  citizens  were  always  eager  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  services  in  the  local  government 


and  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  elected  repre- 
sentative in  1848.  in  1853,  ''^  1862,  and  in  1866. 
Previous  to  1862  he  was  elected  as  a  Democrat,  but 
in  the  year  of  the  Union  Republican  ticket,  when 
Sumter  was  tired  upon,  he  joined  the  Republican 
cause  for  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
subscribed  liberally  whenever  funds  were  needed  bv 
the  North.  He  believed  in  sustaining  the  L'nion 
forces  at  any  cost.  And  all  through  those  dark 
years  Mr.  Lewis  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  wealth 
to  assist  the  families  of  the  men  who  were  fighting 
at  the  front.  In  1856,  1858  and  i860  !Mr.  Lewis 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  on  the  board 
of  relief  in  1861  and  1867.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  city  council  in  1867,  and  in  1868  was  alderman. 
He  served  his  town  as  mavor,  elected  first  in  1870, 
and  his  administration'  was  particularly  successful. 
He  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed in  1875  to  build  the  water  works,  and  in 
the  following  year  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
sewer  commission,  and  in  both  did  splendid  work, 
giving  the  city  one  of  the  best  supplies  of  water  of 
any  city  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  alwavs  known  as  one  of  Meri- 
den's  most  liberal  philanthropists,  and  the  extent  of 
his  private  charities  was  never  known,   so  quietly 
and   in   such  an  unostentatious   manner   were  they 
made.     Among  those  that  the  public    knew    most 
about  were  his  gift  of  a  handsome  block  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main   and  \'eteran  streets  to  the   Meriden 
City  Mission.     His  contributions  in  aid  to  this  so- 
ciety's charity  have  also  been  most  liberal.     There 
is  scarcely  an  organization  to  which  he  belonged  to 
!  which  he  did  not  make  most  generous  contributions, 
!  among  them  being  the  Political  Equality  Club,  tem- 
I  perance  societies  and  other  kindred  institutions.    To 
i  the  support  of  the  St.  Paul's  L'niversalist  Church, 
!  of  which  he  was  so  long  a  devoted  and  consistent 
j  member,  he  was  liberal,  almost  to  lavishness.     In 
the  building  of  the  new  church,  the  dedication  of 
I  which  he  in  the  last  years  of  his  life  witnessed  with 
j  so  much   gratification,    Mr.   Lewis  contributed   the 
!  major  portion  of  the  Sioo.ooo  that  it  cost.    The  new 
j  organ  was  also  his  gift,  and  several  other  features 
1  were  secured  there  as  the  result  of  his  generosity. 
i  Mr.  Lewis  was   reared  an  Episcopalian,  and  after 
j  marriage   in   1836  he  attended  the  Baptist  Church 
until  in  1854,  when  largely  through  his  instrumental- 
itv  the  First  L'niversalist  Society  of  Meriden  was 
;  formed,  and  there  his  religious  zeal  received  its  real 
inspiration,  and  there  the  nK)st  generous  imjiulses 
j  of  his  life  found  their  rich  fruition.     After  the  so- 
I  ciety  was  organized   Mr.  Lewis  founded  the  Sun- 
j  day-school,  and  was  chosen  its  superintendent,  an 
office  he  held  for  eighteen  years.     Always  an  ear- 
I  nest  supporter  of  the  temperance  cause.  Mr.  Lewis 
joined  the  Sons  of  Temperance  upon  its  organiza- 
i  tion.  and  was  one  of  its  loyal  leaders,  and  the  larg- 
est society  in  Meriden  bore  his  name.     In  1883  he 
i  joined  the  Prohibition  party,  in  support  of  whose 
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principles  lie  was  ever  after  active  and  efficient.  lie 
contributed  liberally  to  tbe  Woman's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in  Woman's 
emancipation,  advocating  her  right  to  suffrage. 

Among  the  most  noted  personal  characteristics 
of  Mr.  Lewis  were  generosity,  public  spirit  and 
modesty.  '  He  was  never  hasty  in  reaching  con- 
clusions, but  when  taken  would  maintain  them  until 
the  wisdom  of  his  position  was  established  and  ac- 
knowledged, yet  he  was  at  all  times,  no  matter  what 
the  discussion  or  controversy,  amiable  in  manner, 
modest  in  stating  his  own  position,  and  generous 
in  admitting  the  honesty  of  those  who  differed  from 
him.  In  all  his  varied  affairs  of  life  Air.  Lewis  avoid- 
ed litigation ;  never  on  a  single  occasion  did  he  re- 
sort to  a  court  of  law  for  justice,  and  never  was  he 
sued.  He  ahva)'5  found  some  quiet  way  of  settling 
disputes,  and  thus  made  lifelong  friends.  To  young 
men  Mr.  Lewis  was  always  a  source  of  wisdom  and 
inspiration.  To  him  they  went  for  counsel,  and  they 
always  found  in  him  a  guide  and  friend.  He  was 
a  life  long  member  of  IMeriden  Center  Lodge,  No. 
68, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American   Revolution. 

In  his  home  life  those  personal  characteristics 
which  made  Mr.  Lewis  beloved  in  business  and  so- 
cial circles,  shone  forth  in  even  a  greater  degree. 
There  he  was  the  embodiment  of  goodness,  there 
his  noble  Christian  manhood  found  its  truest  mani- 
festation. His  death  occurred  Dec.  7,  1893,  and 
•never  was  a  man  more  deeply  mourned,  never  was 
•grief  more  keen;  every  one  in  Meriden  felt  that  lie 
or  she  had  lost  a  personal  friend.  The  day  of  the 
funeral  was  one  of  general  mourning  througiiout 
Meriden, — flags  were  displayed  at  half  mast  on  all 
the  factories  and  public  buildings,  while  shops  and 
places  of  business  were  closed  during  the  hours  of 
the  funeral  ceremony. 

On  May  11,  1836,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  to 
JHarriet,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Nancy  (Merriman) 
Pomerov.  of  ^Meriden,  and  -their  children  were : 
IJancy  M.,  born  Feb.  26,  1837,  died  Jan.  27,  1856; 
-Martha  E.,  born  Oct.  3,  1839,  married  Oct.  2,  18G1, 
Charles  H.  Fales;  Henry  J.,  bom  Oct.'  21,  1841, 
:married  Aug.  7,  1884,  Mary  E.  Stringer,  and  died 
Jan.  II,  1902.  at  Stratford,  Conn.;  Isaac,  born  July 
15,  1843,  clied  April  30,  184":  Kate  A.,  born  May  8, 
1851,  married  Julv  29,  1878.  Rev.  James  H.  Chapin, 
Ph.  D. ;  and  Frank,  born  Dec.  30,  1852,  died  Oct. 
9,  1855. 

WILLIAM  JACKSON  I\'ES.  who.  during  his 
life,  was  one  of  the  best  known,  representative  citi- 
zens of  Meriden,  was  born  in  that  town  July  28, 
1815.  A  complete  history  of  the  early  members  of 
the  Ives  family  is  given  in  this  volume  in  connection 
with  the  biography  of  Frederick  W.  Ives. 

Lazarus  Ives,  son  of  John  Ives  ( 2 ) ,  was  born 
Feb.  5,  1703,  in  the  town  of  \\'allingford  and  was 
married  first,  Jan.  5,  1731.  to  Mabel  Jerome.  His 
second   wife's   name   was    Isabella.      His   children 


were:  Timothy,  born  Oct.  16,  1731  ;  Lazurus,  Nov. 
2,  1734:  Ambrose,  May  22.  1736;  Isabella,  April 
19,  1738;  Joshua,  March  16,  1740;  Aniasa.  March 
14,  1743;  and  John  and  Phebe,  the  former  of  whom 
was  baptized  May  17,  1747,  and  the  latter  Nov. 
26,  1752. 

Amasa  Ives,  son  of  Lazarus  and  Isabella  Ives, 
was  born  in  that  part  of  Wallingford  now  the  town 
of  Meriden,  and  was  baptized  Alarch  14,  1743.  Here 
lie  lived  all  his  days.     His  wife  was  Rebecca  Ward. 
Watrous  Ives,  son  of  Amasa  and  Rebecca  Ives. 
v>-as  married  Sept.  15,  1809,  to  Polly  Yale.    Of  their 
children  we  have  the  following  record  :     ( i )  Woos- 
ter  Yale,  born  July  8,  1810,  first  married  Elizabeth 
Lake,   of   Meriden,   and   second.   Elizabeth    Parish. 
No  children  were  born  of  either  marriage.     In  1849 
he  went  to  California,  and  later  became  a   farmer 
at   Fulton,   Illinois,   where   he   died.      (2)    Phoebe, 
born  July  29,  1813,  died  May  2,  1889.     She  became 
the  wife  of  William  Hale,  of  whom  extended  men- 
tion appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.     (3)   Will- 
iam Jackson  is  mentioned  farther  on.     (4)   Aaron 
Watrous,  bom  May  25,  1817,  died  Alarch  18,  1888. 
I  On  Nov.  ID,  1843,  he  married  Sarah  E.  Atkins,  who 
j  died  Aug.  11,  1844,  and  on  April  5,  1846,  he  mar- 
j  ried  Sarah  Leantine  Upson,  who  died  Feb.  16,  1898. 
j  His  family  included  five  children,  as  follows  :  Sarali 
1  Hubbard,  born  Aug.  8,  1844,  married  William  Mar- 
shall Jan.  3,   1872,  and  had  four  children,  Marion 
j  Ives  (born  April  9,  1873),  Ruth  Ives  (born  Aug.  28, 
1878,  married  Edgar  G.   Clark  in  July,   1898,  and 
resides  in  New  Haven),  Myra  Ives  (born  Sept.  12, 
I  1880.  resides  with  Waldo  C.  Twiss,  in  ]Vleriden), 
j  and  Luther  Ives   (born  Nov.  7,  1882,  was  adopted 
I  by   Dr.   Means,  of   Michigan)  ;   Comelia  Leantine, 
I  born  July   16.  1850,  died  Dec.  3,   1873 ;  Henn.-  M. 
I  and  Harvey  Miller,  twins,  born  March  3,  1859,  the 
former  of  whom  died  April  i,  1863,  while  the  latter 
became  a  Baptist  minister  and  married  Anna  Bishop, 
of  Meriden.  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  Margaret; 
and   Ernest   Manning,    born    Dec.    17.   1865.      (5) 
Amasa,  born  March  28.  18 19,  was  long  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  at  Benton,  Ala.,  and  died 
unmarried  in   Meriden.      (6)    Stephen,  born   Aug. 
5,   182 1,  died  in  New  York  March  ig,  1898      He 
married,  first,  Mariette  Hall,  of  ^Meriden,  and  theii 
only  child,  Stephen  Dallas,  is  now  a  resident  of  San 
Francisco,  Cal.     His  second  wife,  Celia  Fish,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  bore  him  five  chil- 
dren, namely :     John.  Clara,  Frank  F.,  Mae  and  a 
daughter   who  died   unnamed.      Mrs.   Ives   died   in 
Meriden.     (7)  George  W.,  bom  Jan.  15,  1825,  died 
unmarried.     (8)  Samuel  Miller,  born  Jan.  29,  1829, 
married  Julia  Ann  Crocker,  March  25,  1852.    They 
liad    three    children,    born    as     follows :       Leland 
Crocker.  Nov.  12.  1856.  died  Feb.  22,  1885:  Luella, 
Feb.  I,  1861.  died  Aug.  26,  following:  Birdie,  Dec. 
19.  1872.  died  Sept.   14.  following,     [g)   and   (lo) 
Cornelia  and  Delia,  twins,  born  Feb.  28,   1833.  of 
whom  the  latter  died  April  3,  following;  Comelia 
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married  Waldo  Clinton  Twiss,  of  Aleriden,  Oct.  15, 
1S62,  and  her  only  child,  Frank  Bolivar,  born  May 
12,  1863,  died  Sept.  10,  following. 

William  Jackson  Ives  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  In  early 
manhood  he  was  a  peddler  with  a  team  in  the  South, 
disjxvsing  of  wares  made  by  Parker  &  White,  of 
Ivleriden,  receiving  a  compensation  of  one  hundred 
dollars  per  month  and  expenses.  For  some  years 
he  made  suspender  webbing  in  Meriden  but  lost 
his  factory  by  fire.  Subsequently  he  established 
himself  in  business  on  his  own  account  at  Benton, 
Ala.,  keeping  a  general  store.  After  achieving 
marked  success  he  admitted  to  partnership  his 
brother,  Stephen  Ives,  and  his  bookkeeper.  \\'illiani 
Sayre.  Most  of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  North 
buying  goods  to  supply  the  demands  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  customers,  and  looking  after  his  farm.  The 
large  planters  bought  much  on  credit  and  the  de- 
vastation caused  by  the  Civil  war  impoverished  their 
debtors  and  the  firm  was  forced  to  sustain  a  loss  of 
about  one  liundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Ives'  per- 
sonal loss  included  a  large  store  and  warehouse, 
amounting  to  eighty  thousand  dollars,  of  which 
he  never  recovered  anything.  Much  of  this  loss  was 
caused  by  the  burning  of  the  town  by  the  Union 
aiTTiy.  Retiring  to  Aleriden  he  abandoned  his 
southern  interests  and  took  a  more  active  part  in 
home  affairs  than  had  previously  been  possible.  He 
was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  rearing  fine  stock, 
and  as  he  was  a  lover  of  fine  horses  this  occupa- 
tion was  congenial  to  him  and  many  animals  were 
disposed  of  by  him  at  handsome  figures.  His  bus- 
iness ability  and  integrity  were  well  k-nown  and  ap- 
])reciated,  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to  settle 
estates.  A  most  charitable  and  hospitable  man.  he 
was  universally  respected.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of 'the  Baptist  Church  and  gave  largely  to  be- 
nevolent and  charitable  undertakings.  In  politics, 
like  most  of  the  early  residents  of  Meriden,  he_  was 
a  Democrat.  Refusing  to  Le  a  candidate  for  mayor, 
he  served  in  the  citv  council  and  board  of  aldermen, 
and  as  street  commissioner  and  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  both  local  and  general.  His 
influence  was  wide-spread  and  contributed  much  to 
the  genera!  welfare.  A  devoted  husband  and  father, 
and  a  kind  and  upright  neighbor,  his  demise  caused 
a  great  loss  to  his  native  town.  He  passed  away  at 
his  home  -n  this  city  May  16,  1887,  and  was  buried 
in  East  Cemeten,-. 

On  Sept.  I,  1841,  Mr.  Ives  was  married  to 
I.ucy  Julia  Birdsey,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,  a 
daughter  of  Gershom  and  Lucy  Coe  Birdsey,  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  in  the  genealogy 
of  Eli  C.  Birdsey  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Ives  is  a 
lady  of  much  character  and  business  ability.  Dur- 
ing the  long  absences  from  home  of  her  husband, 
she  cared  for  his  local  interests  in  a  thoroughly 
business-like  way.  She  is  also  well-read  and  refined, 
and  is  a  favorite  with  the  young  people  of  her  ac- 


quaintance, with  whom  she  loves  to  mingle.     The 
embodiment  of  Christian  virtues,  she  is  a  valued 
j  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  pursues 
I  the  same  line  of  Christian   labors   which   were   .so 
j  well  undertaken  by  her  lamented  husband.    Though 
!  well  advanced  in  years  she  is  still  in  the  enjo}-men: 
!  of  vigorous  health,  and  is  active  and  useful  in  the 
!  various  affairs  of  life.     The  children  of  Islr.  and 
I  Mrs.  Ives  were  five  in  number,     (i)  William  Bird- 
!  sey,  bom   Oct.  27,    1843,   '"   Meriden,  .married  S. 
j  Clarissa  Rutty,  daughter  of  Ezra  Rutty,  of  Meri- 
!  den.     (2)  Ellena  Lucy,  born  March  24,  1847,  mar- 
ried Conrad  G.  Bacon,  of  Middletown.  Conn.,  and 
died  July  30,   1870,  leaving  one  child.  Ellena  Ives, 
born  July  27,  1870,  who  married  Arthur  A.  Allen, 
of  Middletown,  Oct.  6,  1890;  she  has  had  three  chil- 
dren, Margaret  (born  Xov.  30,  1891),  John  Will- 
iam   (Oct.    19,   1898,   died  the    26th  of    the    same 
month),   and   Ellena    (born    October,    1900 ).     (3) 
Elizabeth,  born  May  29,  1849,  died  two  days  later. 

(4)  Carrie,  bom  Dec.  i,  1856,  died  six  days  later. 

(5)  George  W.,  born  Aug.  8,  1861,  was  a  success- 
ful business  man  in  ]Merideni  and  Mussell  Shell, 
^lontana,  and   died  in   Meriden,   unmarried,   April 


HENRY    DENNISON     HALL,   now    retired 

from  the  butcher  business,  in  which  he  was  so  long 
and  successfully  engaged  in  Wallingford,  was  bom 
on  a  farm  in  that  town  Sept.  7,  1836,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  John  Hall,  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
New  Haven  Colony,  through  his  son  John  and 
grandson  of  the  same  name. 

John  Hall,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Parker)  Hall, 
and  grandson  of  the  first  John  Hall,  was  born  March 
14,  1681,  in  the  town  of  Wallingford,  where  he  was 
an  extensive  land  owner,  spending  his  life  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  broad  acres  that  constituted  the 
Hall  homestead.  He  was  a  man  of  character  and 
standing  in  the  town  and  church  affairs,  being 
deacon  of  the  church  and  an  occupant  of  several 
public  positions.  At  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-six 
years  this  worthy  and  honorable  progenitor  of 
Henry  D.  Hall  passed  away,  April  27,  1766. 

Elisha  Hall,  born  in  Wallingford,  was  a  ser- 
geant in  the  State  militia,  and  participated  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  All  his  life  was  spent  in 
Wallingford,  where  he  died  January  19,  1800, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Thankful  At- 
water,  his  wife,  was  united  in  marriage  with  him. 
June  14,  1755.  Born  in  1732,  she  became  the 
mother  of  a  numerous  family,  and  died  June  28, 
1792.  The  following  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage:  Phebe,  born  Feb.  10.  1756,  married  Mr. 
Parmalee,  of  Durham:  Sarah,  born  April  5,  1758, 
married  John  Fields,  of  Cheshire:  Joseph,  born  July 
25,  1759,  married  Mercy  Cornwall.  May  31,  1790: 
Lvdia,  bom  July  17,  1761.  married  Mr.  Curtis,  and 
settled  in  Durham:  Sally,  bom  Dec.  8,  1763;  Eliza- 
beth, born  Oct.  3,   1765,  married  Benjamin  Hall: 
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Hannah,  born  Jan.  26,  1769;  Jolin,  born  July  13, 
1770;  and  Eunice,  born  Aug.  i,  1772,  married  ^liles 
Peck. 

John  Hall,  whose  name  is  noted  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  was  the  grandfather  of  Henry  Dennison 
Hall,  and  was  born  on  the  Hall  homestead,  and  his 
early  youth  and  boyhood  were  passed  amid  the 
troublous  years  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
became  a  substantial  farmer,  a  well  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  and  followed  the  tillage  of  the  soil 
all  his  life.  He  married  Grace  Dennison  Hall,  April 
3,  1800,  and  she  died  Jan.  3,  1840.  Both  hu.sband 
and  wife  are  buried  in  Center  Street  Cemetery. 
These  were  their  children:  Lowly,  born  April  21, 
1804,  married  a  Mr.  Johnson;  Jeremiah  Atwater, 
born  in  1806;  John,  born  in  1807;  Thankfull,  born 
Sept.  6,  1808,  married  a  Mr.  Hopson ;  Phebe,  born 
Dec.  18,  1810;  Dennison  D.,  born  Dec.  9,  181 5; 
Grace  D.,  born  July  18,  1813,  married  George  Simp- 
son; Elisha.  bom  March  15,  1818:  Jennette,  born 
May  31,  1820;  and  Patty. 

Jeremiah  A.  Hall,  father  of  Henry  Dennison 
Hall,  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead, and  had  a  fair  education  in  the  district  school. 
He  was  a  life-long  farmer,  and  was  also  engaged 
in  teaming  between  \\"aterbury  and  \\'allingford, 
carrying  in  German  silver  to  the  local  manufac- 
turers. A  well  known  and  much  respected  man,  he 
had  many  friends  in  the  community,  and  was  long 
regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
town.  In  politics  he  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  and 
then  became  a  Republican.  Temperate  and  do- 
mestic in  his  habits,  his  life  was  singularly  free 
from  flaws  and  stains,  and  those  who  knew  him  best 
entertained  for  him  the  most  profound  respect.  In 
religion  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  his  long  and 
upright  life  of  more  than  eighty-tour  years  cast  no 
stain  upon  his  profession  of  faith.  Jemima  Field, 
born  in  the  town  of  Madison,  became  his  wife,  and 
was  the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  oldest, 
Henry  Dennison,  is  the  subject  of  this  writing.  Her 
second  son,  Joseph  Atwater,  was  born  Oct.  11,  1838, 
and  had  his  education  in  the  ^Vallingford  district 
school  and  in  a  private  school  at  Southtield.  He 
remained  at  home  and  \vorked  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  when  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  and  for  a  year  was  a  clerk  in  a 
hotel  on  Cortland  street.  For  two  years  he  was  clerk 
for  A.  L.  Chamberlain,  a  general  merchant  at  Fair 
Haven.  In  1863  he  became  a  partner  with  his 
brother,  Henry  D.,  under  the  fimi  name  of  H.  D.  & 
J.  A.  Hall,  and  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  in 
Wallingford,  Avhere  he  continued  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  April  2-,  iqoo.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Center  Street  Cemetery-  at  Wallingford.  He  was  a 
Mason,  and  was  known  as  a  good  man  who  lived 
very  close  to  the  Golden  Rule.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  army,  being  a 
member  of  the  Regimental  Band  connected  with  the 
5th  Conn.  y.  I.  He  was  a  musician  of  marked 
ability,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 


Wallingford  Band.  He  was  married  at  Broad 
Brook,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Cora  I'.eamen, 
a  native  of  South  Windsor,  and  a  daughter  of  Siiel- 
don  Beamen.  They  had  one  child,  Eva  Lilliaj,  who 
graduated  from  the  Wallingford  high  school  in 
1899,  and  married  Edwin  h'rancis  Ives,  a  son  of 
Dobson  Ives,  of  East  Wallingford.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Hall  died  in  1892,  and  is  buried  in  the  Center  Street 
cemetery.  The  third  son  of  Islv.  and  Mrs.  Jeremiah 
Hall  was  Julius  C.  Ilall,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business  at  Wallingford.  Their  only  daugh- 
ter, Hannah  Elizabeth,  married  Andrew  Anderson. 
Mrs.  Jeremiah  Hall  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Center  Street  Cemetery : 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
a  ladv  of  fine  character. 

Henry  Dennison  -Hall  attended  the  district 
school,  and  was  a  student  in  a  private  school  for 
four  years.  He  remained  at  home  working  for  his 
parents  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  for  himself  in  life,  findino-  his  hrst  work 
in  a  coal  office  at  New  Haven.  For  three  years 
he  worked  in  the  New  Haven  office,  when,  desiring 
to  start  in  business  for  himself,  he  returned  to  Wall- 
ingford and  engaged  in  business  with  Willard  &: 
Hopkins,  old  butchers  and  meat  men.  At  a  later 
period  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
after  a  four  years'  partnership  with  Mr.  Willard,  of 
the  firm  already  mentioned,  and  the  firm  of  H.  D> 
&  J.  A.  Hall  built  up  a  large  and  enduring  business. 
The  third  brother,  Julius,  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  and  is  now  carrying  on  the  business.  Henry 
Dennison  has  bought  stock  very  largely.  In  1872- 
they  built  a  fine  brick  market  on  Center  street.  ^Ir. 
Hall  is  an  active  and  energetic  man,  and  has  never 
married.  He  has  a  farm  of  sixty  acres,  and  is  one 
of  the  solid  men  of  the  community. 

FRANKLIN  TITUS  R'ES,  an  old  and  much 
respected  citizen  of  ^Meriden,  who  for  many  years 
was*  one  of  its  leading  business  men,  is  now  spend- 
ing the  evening  of  his  days  in  retirement  at  his 
very  comfortable  home  on  Broad  street.  Meriden. 
He  was  born  on  the  Ives  homestead,  in  the  town  of 
}ileriden,  near  the  Wallingford  line.  Aug.  i,  1828. 
and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respected  families  of  New  England. 

John  Ives,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  New 
Haven  count\-.  was  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in 
that  part  of  Wallingford  which  is  now  Meriden. 
There  he  spent  his  life,  and  had  a  family  of  eight 
children.  John  Ives,  his  oldest  son.  was  born  Nov. 
16.  1669,  and  was  engaged  in  fanning  in  what  was 
then  the  North  Farms  of  NVallingford,  where  he 
died  in  1738.  at  the  age  of'  sixty-nine  years.  In 
ifx)3  he  was  married  to  Mary  Gillette,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  John,  was  Iwrn  Sept.  2'i.  iC^qj^.  This  John 
Ives  was  a  farmer,  and  owned  considerable  land 
near  the  Wallingford  line,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
Meriden.    His  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,  where  he 
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died  Aiig.  4,  1745.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
i.i  Meriden.  On  Dec.  18,  1719,  he  married  Hannah 
Royce,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Royce.  of 
Wallingford.  She  died  Xov.  5,  1770  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  Their  children  were  twelve  in  num- 
ber. 

John  Ives,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Royce)  Ives,  was  born  July  4,  1729,  and  was  a 
lifelong  fanner.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Mary  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Isaac  Hall. 
She  died  in  February,  1788,  and  Mr.  Ives  married 
for  his  second  wife  Sarah  Hall,  who  passed  away 
Nov.  24,  1814.  He  entered  into  rest  in  February, 
1816.  He  was  tlie  father  of  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters :  (  i  )  Lucretia  married  Capt.  Samuel 
Ives.  ( 2 )  John  married  Martha  Merriman,  and 
settled  in  Lewis  county,  X.  Y.  (3)  Isaac  married 
a  Miss  Benedict,  and  after  her  death  wedded  a  Mrs. 
White,  of  Danbury.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm 
cf  Ives  &  White,  the  first  wholesale  hatters  in  Xew 
York.  (4)  Levi  married  Fannie  Silliman,  June 
18,  1789.  and  settled  in  Lewis  county.  X.  Y.  He 
was  the  father  of  Bishop  Ives,  of  Xorth  Carolina, 
who  later  became  a  Catholic,  and  died  at  Fordham, 
N'.  Y.,  Oct.  13,  1867.  (5)  Joseph  married  Lucy 
Hall,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hall,  and  located  in 
Canada.  (6)  Joel  M.  married  a  Miss  Hart,  and  also 
found  a  home  in  Canada.  (7)  Othniel,  born  Aug. 
17,  1779.  married  Sarah  Yale,  and  after  her  death, 
Eosetta  Yale;  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Meri- 
den, on  part  of  his  father's  estate,  and  died  about 
1829.  (8)  Titus  was  the  father  of  Franklin  T. 
Ives.  (9)  Eli  was  engaged  in  the  hat  business  in 
New  York,  and  died  of  yellow  fever.  He  was  a 
penman  of  ver\-  artistic  tastes,  and  Mr.  Ives  has  in 
his  possession  samples  of  drawing  and  writing  from 
this  exquisite  artist,  which  are  almost  without  equal. 
( 10)  Anna  married  X'oah  Foster.  (11)  Polly  mar- 
ried John  Hooker.  (  12)  Meriel  married  a  Mr. 
Clark,  and  moved  with  him  to  Canada. 

Titus  Ives,  noted  alxtve,  was  born  July  15,  1782, 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  was  reared,  and  he 
secured  his  education  in  the  neighborhood  district 
school,  though  he  always  regarded  himself  very 
largely  as  a  man  self-educated,  by  close  observation 
and  wide  reading.  For  twenty-five  years  he  taught 
school  in  Wallingford  and  ^leriden,  and  he  was 
also  engaged  in  farming,  building  a  dwelling  house, 
bams  and  other  appurtenances  on  that  portion  of 
the  large  estate  which  fell  to  him.  and  which  is  now 
owned  by  Robert  Owen.  The  house  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1901.  Titus  Ives  spent  his  life  on  the 
farm,  and  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
highly  respected  men  of  the  town.  Long  serving 
as  trial  justice  in  Meriden,  he  was  familiarly  known 
as  "Squire"  Ives,  and  he  also  acted  in  other  local 
positions.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 
In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
helpingr  to  organize  the  church  of  that  denomination 
in  Meriden,  and  was  always  deeply  interested  in  its 
welfare.     In   1806  Titus  Ives  married,  in  Meriden, 


I  I^dema  Yale,  a  daughter  of  X'athaniel  Yale,  who 
I  was  a  deacon  of  the  Presi)ytcrian  Church.  She  is 
I  remembered  as  a  woman  of  great  Christian  worth 
and  high  moral  character.  To  this  union  were  born 
SIX  children :  ( i )  Silas  Yale,  who  was  a  school 
teacher  for  forty  years,  and  died  in  Xorth  Madison, 
Conn.;  (2)  Nathaniel  Yale,  who  died  of  small  pox 
in  Xew  York;  (3)  Maria,  who  married  Luther 
Hall:  (4)  A  daughter  that  died  in  infancy  un- 
named; (5)  Susan  L..  who  died  young;  and  (6) 
Franklin  T.,  whose  name  introduces  this  article. 
Titus  Ives  died  March  11,  1834. 

Franklin  Titus  Ives  was  reared  under  the  par- 
ental roof,  and  secured  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  All  his  life  he  has  been  a  close  student, 
and  at  an  early  age  became  a  teacher,  for  a  number 
of  years  being  a  very  successful  worker  in  the 
school  room.  \'ery  early  in  life  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  stock  business,  and  as  early  as  his  eigh- 
teenth year  began  buying  cattle  in  the  \'ermont  and 
western  centers  of  that  trade,  and  selling  them  in 
the  home  market.  In  1862  he  began  the  tobacco 
business,  and  followed  that  line  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years,  having  long  been  one  of  the 
largest  buyers  and  packers  of  tobacco  in  the  State. 
His  knowledge  of  the  art  of  curing  and  packing  the 
article  is  profound.  By  the  feeling  of  the  weed  he 
could  tell  the  kind  of  land  on  which  it  grew  and 
what  kind  of  fertilizer  was  employed  in  its  growth. 
He  was  ready  to  pay  the  highest  market  prices,  and 
his  packing  always  sold  at  the  top  of  the  market. 
During  the  other  seasons  of  the  year  he  also  bought 
wool  and  skins,  a  line  in  which  he  was  eminently 
successful,  buying  wool  in  nearly  every  State  of 
the  Cnion,  and  building  up  a  very  extensive  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Ives  was  also  interested  with  I.  C. 
Lewis,  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  suspender 
web.  under  the  firtn  naine  of  Ives,  Lewis  &  Co..  and 
was  a  inember  of  the  firm  of  Hall.  Ives  &  Co..  com- 
mission merchants,  in  X'ew  York,  dealers  in  Cali- 
fornia wines  and  brandies,  and  for  years  among  the 
largest  dealers  at  X'ew  York  in  wines  of  the  Pacific 
coast. 

In  1887  Mr.  Ives,  in  company  with  Lemuel  J. 
Curtis,  Robert  Bowman  and  O.  B.  Arnold,  became 
interested  in  furnishing  $100,000  to  a  mining  com- 
pany known  as  the  Aurora  Mining  Co..  of  Wiscon- 
sin, which  went  under  with  a  debt  of  S120.000. 
Mr.  Ives  was  sent  out  by  the  creditors  in  Meriden 
to  look  after  their  interests,  and  when  he  reached 
the  mines  met  a  number  of  strangers  all  bent  on  a 
similar  errand.  After  a  consultation  a  new  com- 
pany was  formed,  with  Mr.  Ives  as  secretary,  treas- 
urer and  general  manager,  and  Judge  Stevenson 
Burke,  of  Cleveland,  as  president.  Mr.  Ives  was  so 
successful  in  his  management  that  he  paid  the  debts, 
put  $512,000  to  the  company's  credit,  and  then  sold 
the  mines  to  the  \\  isconsin  Central  Railway  Co.  for 
Si. 000.000.  and  this  inside  three  years. 

Mr.  Ives  became  connected  in  1887  with  Judge 
Burke  and  James  Corrigan,  also  of  Cleveland,   in 


I82 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  Corrigan-Ives   Co.,  dealers   in  ore.     This  firm    | 
built  up  a  business  of  nearly  three  million  dollars  a   I 
year,  but  suspended  operations  in    1893,  owing  to   I 
the  tightness  of  the  money  market,  paying,  however, 
in  full  all  claims  against  them.     The  business  was 
finally  closed  in   1901,  with  a  substantial  profit  to 
the  investors,  and  Mr.  Ives  settled  down  to  a  private 
life  after  a  very  eventful  business  career.     In  Sep- 
tem'ber,   1901,  he    made    a    voyage  on  the  private 
yacht  of  Air.  Corrigan,  just  before  that  vessel  went 
down  with  Mr.  Corrigan's  family  on  board. 

Mr.  Ives  built  his  present  fine  home  on  Broad 
street  in   1861,.  and  it  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the 
most  substantial  in  Aleriden.    He  is  a  practical  man, 
a  deep  thinker,  with  decided  opinions,  as  well  as 
respect  for  others'  thoughts,  and  he  is  a  strong  ad-   I 
mirer  of  the  late  Robert  Ingersoll.     He  is  known    1 
as  a  man  of  letters  of  no  mean  ability.     His  poetic   I 
ability  is  marked,  and  a  poem  of  his  which  follows 
sets  forth  his  views  on  theology: 

ORTHODOXY. 

Life  is  the  time  to  serve  the  Lord, 
The  time  to  insure  the  great  reward ; 
And  while  the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn 
The  biggest  rascal  can  return. 

From  youth  to  age  in  sin  can  revel 
Cheat,  lie  and  steal  and  serve  the  Devil; 
And  when  life's  clock  is  past  eleven. 
Profess  religion,  and  go  to  heaven. 

If  man's  last  breath  speaks  faith,  hope  and  belief, 
Who  all  his  life  has  been  a  knave,  and  thief. 
And  makes  success  to  gain  the  great  reward. 
Gives  doubts  as  to  the  judgment  of  the  Lord. 

Absurd   such   faith:  professions  are  a  cheat; 
The  acts  men  do  make  character  complete; 
With  unbelief,  an  honest  life  should  have 
An  honored  memory,  and  a  peaceful  grave. 

This  creed  seems  safe:     Be  always  true  and  just; 
Nor  fear  God's  wrath  when  we  return  to  dust. 
Or  that  our  souls  the  vaults  of  hell  may  fill; 
Do  right ;  and  when  death  calls,  let  come  what  will. 

While  in  the  West  Mr.  Ives  wrote  quite  occa- 
sionally for  the  Meriden  and  other  papers,  and  his 
communications  were  regarded  as  peculiarly  valu- 
able and  interesting.  He  also  possesses  musical 
gifts  of  a  high  order,  and  is  an  expert  checker 
player.  He  has  presented  some  valuable  scientific 
papers  before  the  Meriden  Scientific  Association, 
and  has  in  contemplation  the  preparation  of  a  work 
describing  his  theories  :  a  volume  of  reminiscences 
of  earlv  Xew  England  life  is  now  in  progress.  Mr. 
Ives'  theory  of  the  earth  formation,  and  origin  of 
the  water  supply,  is  somewhat  unique.  He  holds 
that  the  source  of  all  water  supply  is  the  interior  of 
the  globe,  and  that  centrifugal  force  brings  it  to  the 
surface,  and  he  shows  many  evidences  to  confirm 
his  theory.  He  believes  the  earth  to  be  hollow,  with 
openings  at  the  polar  ends  nearly  1,500  miles  across ; 
that  the  ice  belt  is  the  dividing  line  between  salt 
and  fresh  water,  the  outside  ocean  being  salt  and 


the  inside  fresh ;  that  no  point  of  actual  polar  cen- 
ter will  ever  be  found,  nor  can  be,  any  more  than 
the  moon  can  be  explored ;  that  the  earth  to  be  cen- 
trally hot  is  impossible,  but  that  the  internal  ocean 
is  intensely  cold,  as  evidenced  by  its  exliaustless 
supply  to  our  lakes  and  springs  of  uniformly  cool 
water,  with  few  exceptions;  that  rainfall  has  its 
main  purpose  to  tcm[>orarily  refresh  the  surface 
and  vegetation,  and  nothing  to  do  with  lakes,  etc. 
These  claims,  with  various  others,  contradicting 
many  accepted  theories  on  this  subject,  he  purposes 
to  publish  and  explain  at  an  early  day,  if  life  is 
spared. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ives  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  no 
desire  for  political  honors.  In  1897  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  membership  on  the  State  Board  of 
Mediation  and  Arbitration,  by  Gov.  Cooke,  was 
successively  reappointed  by  the  State  administra- 
tions, and  is  now  chairman  of  the  Board.  In  fra- 
ternitv  matters  he  belongs  to  Center  Lodge,  Xo.  97, 
A.  F.'&  A.  M.,  at  Meriden. 

Mr.  Ives  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Lucy  Ann 
Miller,  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Rogers,  of  Bran- 
ford.  Air.  and  Airs.  Ives  are  much  respected  in  the 
circles  in  which  they  move.  He  is  marked  by  the 
possession  of  good  artistic  tastes,  and  by  the  devel- 
opment of  high  moral  character,  and  an  enviable 
record  of  business  success. 

WHEELER.  The  name  of  Wheeler  has  been 
prominent  in  the  annals  of  Connecticut  from  the 
very  dawn  of  the  Colonial  period.  For  quite  260 
years,  generations  of  the  family  have  occupied  lands 
in  the  territory  now  comprising  the  counties  of 
Fairfield,  Xew  Haven  and  Litchfield.  From  the 
Southbury  branch  descended  the  family  of  the  late 
Hon.  Elisha  Wheeler,  and  of  him  and  his  sons,  who 
have  occupied  or  are  now  occupying  honorable 
p-ositions  in- society,  it  is  the  especial  purpose  of  this 
article  to  treat.  x\mong  these  are  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  Samuel  Wheeler,  of  Southbury,  and  Alfred 
Newton  Wheeler,  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Bar, 
and  who  for  some  years  has  been  assistant  State's 
attorney. 

Aloses  Wheeler,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this 
branch  of  the  Connecticut  Wheelers,  probably  came 
with  the  company  from  London,  England,  who  set- 
tled Xew  Haven,  in  1638,  as  he  is  of  record  there 
as  early  as  1641.  He  married  in  Xew  Haven  Aliri- 
am,  a  sister  of  Joseph  Hawley.  Subsequent  to  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Xew  Haven  he  removed  to 
Stratford,  where  his  family  becante  prominent  and 
for  generations  ranked  among  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  the  town. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Wheeler,  a  descendant  of  Aloses, 
the  emigrant,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Elisha 
Wheeler,  who  left  Stratford  about  1740.  and  set- 
tied  in  what  is  now  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
of  Oxford,  and  there  reared  a  large  family,  one  of 
whose  sons,  and  the  next  in  line,  was  Robert,  whose 
son,   Aloses,  the  pioneer  of  the  Southbury   family, 
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was  the  father  of  the  late  EHsha  Wheeler,  of  that 
town. 

Moses  Wheeler,  born  ]\Iarch  4,  1773,  was  mar- 
ried in  1795  to  Betsey  A.  Loveland  and  soon  after 
built  and  moved  into  the  house -in  which  he  died, 
July  24,  1827,  and  which  is  yet  standing  and  is  oc- 
cupied by  the  family  of  one  of  his  sons,  the  late 
Elisha  Wheeler.  Betsey  A.,  widow  of  Moses 
Wheeler,  died  May  28,  1835.  Like  his  ancestors. 
Moses  Wheeler  was  a  man  of  unusual  prominence 
and  fwssessed  many  excellent  qualities ;  was  a  Free 
Mason  of  high  degree  and  was  well  known  in  the 
county  and  State. 

Of  the  ten  children  of  Moses  and  Betsey  A. 
Wheeler,  Elisha  was  born  June  16,  1816,  and  died 
in  the  paternal  home  in  Southburv  Jan.  i,  1877. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  where  he  was  reared  a  farmer 
and  continued  as  such  through  life,  and  in  that  vo- 
cation was  successful,  accumulating  a  comfortable 
estate.  Industrious  and  thrifty,  he  managed  his 
business  affairs  so  as  to  become  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  in  the  town.  Judicious  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  business  matters  and  possess- 
ing a  broad  knowledge  of  general  affairs,  he  was 
frequently  consulted  by  his  neighbors  in  business 
matters  and  had  the  care  and  settlement  of  many  es- 
tates. All  these  trusts  he  discharged  with  care  and 
fidelity  and  won  by  his  conscientious  life  the  esteem 
of  the  entire  community.  Although  exact  and  just 
he  was  a  warm  friend  and  a  good  neighbor,  ever 
taking  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town  and 
through  his  interest  along  these  lines,  and  owing  to 
his  especial  fitness,  he  was  brought  into  prominence 
in  official  capacities.  For  many  years  he  was  first 
selectman  of  the  town,  and  while  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  affiliations,  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
selectman  all  through  the  period  of  the  Civil  war 
in  a  manner  to  win  the  approbation  of  all  parties. 
During  the  trying  period  of  the  war  he  was  a  stanch 
Union  man  and  believed  in  the  active  prosecution  of 
the  war  and  the  liberal  care  of  the  families  of  the 
enlisted  men.  ^Mr.  Wheeler  was  an  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  foremost  in  the  town's 
progi-ess  and  was  sent  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to 
represent  them  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1855 
and  1861,  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate  from  his  dis- 
trict in  1863,  serving  with  credit  in  both  bodies. 
On  the  questions  at  public  issue  he  had  strong  con- 
victions, but  was  not  radical  or  intemperate  in  his 
speech  or  actions. 

In  1836  Elisha  Wheeler  was  married  to  Anna  M. 
Johnson,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  James  L.,  bom 
in  1837,  who  lived  in  the  town  of  Beacon  Falls,  and 
Nov.  18,  1863,  married  Z^Iary  A.  Curtis,  of  Xew- 
town;  he  died  Jan.  i,  1875.  For  a  second  wife. 
Elisha  Wheeler  married,  on  April  10,  1S38,  Eliza 
A.,  daughter  of  Calvin  Leavenworth,  of  Oxford, 
who  survives  him.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  born  Feb. 
29>  1816,  in  Oxford  and  is  a  descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation  from  Thomas  Leavenworth,  who 


came  from  England  with  his  wife,  Grace,  and  set- 
tled sometime  after  1664-  on  Good  Hill,  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
in  1683.  The  line  of  descent  of  ^Irs.  Wheeler  is 
through  Thomas  (2),  Thomas  (3),  Thomas  (4), 
and  Calvin  Leavenworth.  In  her  early  life  Mrs. 
Wheeler  was  a  school  teacher,  and  she  has  retained 
an  active  interest  in  the  intellectual  life  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  she  has  so  long  resided.  She  is 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  has 
been  much  engaged  in  charitalDle  and  benevolent 
v.-ork. 

To  the  second  marriage  of  EHsha  Wheeler  were 
born  children  as  follows:  (i)  Frances  Eliza,  born 
Oct.  17,  1840,  married  Truman  E.  Hurd  Oct.  17, 
1865,  and  died  April  12,  1875,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  Frances  married,  Aug.  14,  1890,  Louis 
A.  Manstield,  of  Xew  Haven ;  Katie  Eliza ;  and 
Henry  Baldwin  Harrison.  (2)  Martha  Elizabeth, 
born  Aug.  12,  1842,  married,  June  13,  1883,  Rev. 
EHhu  T.  Sanford,  of  Xew  Haven,  who  died  Jan.  12, 
1895,  and  she  later  resided  in  Xew  Milford,  Conn., 
and  now,  a  widow,  resides  in  X'ew  Haven.  13) 
!  Ralph  Elisha,  born  ]\Iay  17.  1844,  died  June  7,  1858. 
(4)  Mary  S.,  bom  April  26,  1846,  married.  June  9, 

■  1870,  Charles  Edward  Webster,  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
j  Pa.,,  and  now  resides  at  South  Bethlehem,  that 
i  State ;  their  children  are  as  follows :  Margaret  \'ir- 
i  ginia,  born  Jan.  24,  1872  ;  Mary  Seabrook.  born  Aug. 
!  31,  1874,  died  Aug.  29,  1876;  and  Charles  E.,  Jr., 
j  born  Xov.  11,  1877.  (5)  Henry  Samuel.  (6)  Al- 
j  fred  Xewton. 

I  Hex,  Henry  S.  Wheeler  was  born  Aug.  5, 
1  1848,  and  died  in  Southbury  July  19,  1889.  Mr. 
[  Wheeler  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
I  schools  and  was  prepared  for  business  in  the  Bridge- 
i  port  Business  College,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
I  in  business  at  Rockford,  111.,  and  in  the  city  of  Xew 
1  Haven,  Conn.  Later  he  returned  to  Southbury  and 
i  there,  amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  the 
j  friends  of  his  parents,  and  also  many  of  the  grown- 

■  up  youths  of  his  boyhood,  he  lived  a  useful  and  suc- 
I  cessful    life,   filling  a   number   of   public   trusts   of 

■  honor  and  responsibility,  and  otherwise  commend- 
ing himself  to  his  fellow  townsmen.  Mr.  Wheeler 
served  on  the  board  of  education,  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  and  first  selectman  and  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  politics  of  his  party,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  State  committee  he  rendered 
good  service.     For  two  terms  he  represented  the 

I  town  of  Southbury  in  the  General  Assembly  and 
was  the  party's  nominee  for  State  Senator.  His  ac- 
quaintance in  the  State  was  large  and  he  was  fav- 
orably known.  Of  a  genial  disposition  and  gener- 
ous heart,  he  was  universally  beloved,  and  died 
i  deeply  lamented. 

I  In  December,  1877,  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Han- 
\  nab  A.,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Louisa  (Tom- 
I  linson)  Candee,  of  Oxford,  and  their  only  child 
i  was  a  son,  Ralph  Elisha,  born  July  27,  1883,  now 
a  resident  of  \Vaterbury,  Connecticut. 
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Alfred  N.  Wheeler,  the  youngest  son  of  the 
late  Elisha  Wheeler,  was  born  Jan.  2,  1855,  in 
Southbiiry  and  was  prepared  for  college  at  Gen. 
Russell's  school  in  New  Haven.  He  entered  Yale 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875,  "inf' 
two  years  later  was  graduated  from  the  Yale  Law 
School.  Mr.  Wheeler  still  furthered  his  prepara- 
tion for  the  legal  profession  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Samuel  L.  Bronson,  of  New  Haven,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  that  citv  in  June,  1877.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  Having  inherited  many  of 
the  rare  qualities  which  contributed  to  the  useful- 
ness, success  and  popularity  of  his  distinguished 
father,  Mr.  Wheeler  is  winning  deserved  success 
and  has  taken  high  rank  among  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  New  Haven  county  Bar.  For  some  years 
he  has  been  one  of  the  officials  of  the  Superior 
Court,  serving  ably  as  assistant  State's  attorney, 
and  has  also  served  the  city  in  the  common  coun- 
cil and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

On  Sept.  30,  1891,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  married  to 
Lilian  Edith,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Julia  (Ben- 
jamin) Wilson,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  they  have 
three  children:  Richard  EHsha,  born  Aug.  15, 
1893;  Elizabeth  Cruttenden.  born  Jan.  12,  1896;  and 
Alfred  Newton,  Jr.,  born  July  30,  1899. 

MOSS.  The  ^loss  family,  as  the  Morse  family, 
of  New  Haven,  was  originally  known,  had  its  begin- 
ning in  this  country  in  the  arrival  of  John  Moss,  who 
came  from  England  to  make  his  home  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  he  settled  as  early  as  1638,  being  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  the  tov.'n.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  his  day.  representing  the  town  in  the 
General  Court,  and  otherwise  taking  an  active  part 
in  local  aftairs.  In  1667  he  removed  to  Walling- 
ford.  where  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and 
in  1670  he  attended  the  General  Court  from  Wal- 
lingford,  securing  the  incorporation  of  that  town. 
He  died  in  A\'allingford  at  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  three  years,  and  there  his  wife  also 
died  at  a  venerable  age.  They  had  six  children, 
John,  Mercy,  Joseph,  Elizabeth.  Hester  and  Isaac. 
All  were  members  of  the  church. 

John  Moss,  son  of  John,  the  emigrant,  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  the 
town  of  Wallingford,  where  he  followed  farming, 
and  died  in  1713.  In  1677  he  married  Martha 
Lathrop,  who  died  in  1719,  the  mother  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Esther;  Deacon  Samuel,  who 
married  Susannah  Hall:  John:  Martha:  Solomon, 
who  married  Ruth  Peck ;  Isaac,  who  married 
Hannah  Royce ;  Mary,  who  married  Solomon  Mun- 
son:  Israel;  and  Benjamin. 

John  Moss,  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Lathrop) 
Moss,  was  born  in  1682  in  Wallingford,  there  grew 
to  manhood,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  in  1755.  He  was  buried  in  Wallingford 
cemetery,  as  a  member  of  the  church.  Mr.  Moss 
was  married  in  1708  to  Elizabeth  Hall,  and  by  her 


became  the  father  of  the  following  family:  Eliza- 
beth, Joseph,  Mary,  John.  Levi,  Eunice,  Martha, 
Ann,  Hannah,  Sanniel  and  Thankful. 

Joseph  Moss,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford in  1 7 14.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  and  a 
prominent  citizen.  In  his  later  years  he  removed 
to  Cheshire,  where  he  became  a  prominent  land 
owner,  and  died  in  1775.  His  wife,  Lydia  (Jones), 
was  born  in  Wallingford  in  17 14,  daughter  of  The- 
ophilus  and  Hannah  ( Mix)  Jones.  She  died  and 
was  buried  in  Cheshire.  Their  children  were: 
Phebe,  Moses,  Eliadiah,  Eunice,  Hannah,  Joseph, 
Elizabeth,  Isaac,  Sarah  and  .\mos. 

Isaac  Moss,  born  in  Chcsliire  in  1754.  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  community,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming.  A  young  man  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolution,  he  'was  quick  to  take  up  arms 
for  the  cause  of  independence.  He  died  on  his 
farm  in  1839,  and  was  buried  in  Cheshire.  He 
married  Sarah  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
daughter  of  Moses  Tuttle,  and  granddaughter  of 
Timothy  Tuttle.  Their  children  were :  Mason, 
Isaac.  Joseph,  Lent,  Freelove,  Sarah,  Aaron  and 
Jedediah. 

Lent  Moss  was  born  in  1780  in  Cheshire.  In 
early  manhood  he  removed  to  Prospect,  where  he 
was  a  land  owner  and  farmer.  He  died  Oct.  12, 
1845,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Prospect 
Centre.  After  his  death  the  family  name  was 
changed  from  Moss  to  Morse.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  \\  hig,  and  filled  many  prominent 
places.  In  Cheshire  Lent  Moss  wedded,  for  his 
first  wife,  Lydia  Doolittle,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Lydia  (Ives)  Doolittle,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  Caleb  and  Tamar  (Thompson)  Doolittle.  They 
had  the  following  family.  Lydia.  who  married 
Samuel  Bronson  :  Lent,  who  married  Lucy  Merri- 
man ;  Luther :  Levi,  who  died  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  in 
July,  1900:  Harry,  the  father  of  Byron  L.  Morse, 
of  Prospect :  and  Achsah,  who  married  George 
Payne.  Lent  Moss  married  for  his  second  wife 
Chloe  Munson.  widow  of  Riley  Tuttle,  and  by  her 
had  the  following  children :  Sarah.  Lydia,  August, 
Ernahan  and  William  (twins)  and  Jane. 

Luther  Morse  was  bom  Oct.  5,  1809.  '"  Pros- 
pect, was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  in  mature  life 
became  a  manufacturer  of  pocket-books,  but  later 
returned  to  farming.  He  died  in  Prospect  Feb.  21, 
1888.  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Prospect 
cemetery.  He  was  a  man  of  note,  served  in  the 
General  Assembly,  and  filled  several  local  offices 
from  time  to  tim.e,  being  selectman  for  many  years. 
He  married  .\delia  Piatt,  of  Prospect  ( a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Piatt),  who  passed  her  declining  years 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Foote,  in  New 
Haven,  and  died  Nov.  17,  1900.  They  had  children 
as  follows  :  (  i )  Nancy  A.  is  the  widow  of  Benja- 
min Palmer  Foote.  son  of  Merritt  Foote.  of  Bran- 
ford.  Mr.  Foote  was  a  well-known  druggist  of 
Meriden.  (2)  Agnes  A.  is  the  wife  of  Watson 
Hitchcock,  connected  with  the  firm  of  Price.  Lee  & 
Adkins,  and   they   have  one   daughter,   A.   Louise, 
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who  is  now  Mrs.  John  D.  Davis,  of  New  York- 
City.  (3)  Edward  L.,  born  Dec.  18,  1842,  Ijecame 
a  member  of  the  20th  P.  \'.  I.,  and  died  in  Fairfa.x, 
\'a.,  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war. 

SOLOMOX  FOWLER  LIXSLEY  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Xorth 
Haven,  Conn.,  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old 
and  important  family  of  New  England.  The  first 
member  of  the  family  of  whom  we  have  reliable 
information  was  John  Linsley,  who,  with  his 
brother,  Francis,  came  from  England  to  America, 
and  in  1643  ^^'^s  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of 
land  in  Totoket   (now  Branford),  Connecticut. 

John  Linsley  was  twice  married.  It  is  supposed 
his  first  marriage  occurred  in  England,  and  his  wife, 
Ellen,  died  April  6,  1654.  He  married  July  6,  1665, 
Sarah  Pond,  and  died  in  i6g8,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren, all  probably  born  of  his  first  marriage :  Jon- 
athan, John.  Mary  (born  Feb.  22,  1652),  EHen  and 
Hannah   (born  April   i,  1654). 

(H)  John  Linsley,  of  the  the  above  named  fam- 
ily, married  Hannah  ,  and  died  in  1684.     Of 

his  children,  two,  John  and  Jonathan,  were  baptized 
in  1 688. 

(HI)  John  Linsley,  grandson  of  the  emigrant, 
John,  was  known  as  Ensign  John  Linsley.  He  was 
married  in  1699  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Har- 
rison, an  early  settler  of  Totoket.  and  by  this  mar- 
riage became  the  father  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Mary,  born  June  i,  1701 ;  John,  born  Feb.  20,  1703; 
Elizabeth,  born  Jan.  20.  1705;  and  Joseph,  born 
Nov.  28,  1707. 

(IV)  John  Linslev.  son  of  Ensign  John,  married 
Mary  Frisbie,  and  died  in  1787.  His  children  were: 
John,  Isaac  and  Edward. 

(V)  Isaac  Linsley.  son  of  John,  became  a  far- 
mer in  Xorth  Branford.  Conn.  The  house  in  which 
he  was  born  was  still  standing  in  1899.  He  married 
three  times.  His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Beach,  his 
second  a  Miss  Munson,  and  his  third  a  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell.   His  children  were  ]Munson.  Isaac  and  Lydia. 

(VI)  Munson  Linsley  was  born  in  1769  and  fol- 
lowed fanning  in  X^orthford.  He  was  a  fleacon  in 
the  Congregational  Church  there,  and  also  in  Wall- 
ingford  and  Xorth  Branford.  On  Jan.  i,  1794,  he 
married  Anna  Foote.  who  was  born  in  1770  and 
died  Feb.  11,  1842.  His  death  occurred  June  13, 
1845.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel,  baptized  May  20,  1799.  died  unmar- 
ried in  early  manhood :  Esther  Louise,  baptized 
May  20,  1799.  married  Benjamin  Hall,  a  butcher  and 
farmer  of  Wallingford ;  Angelina,  baptized  Ma\-  20, 
1799,  married  Benajah  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Xorth- 
ford ;  Cleora,  baptized  Dec.  i.  1799,  married  Bayard 
Barnes  and  became  the  mother  of  Henry  E.  Barnes. 
of  the  firm  of  Sperry  &  Barnes,  of  Xew  Haven  ; 
Marcus,  mentioned  below:  Alfred,  born  July  3, 
1803,  married  Polly  Frisbie  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  farmer  and  lumber  dealer :  Alary,  born 
March  30,  1805,  married  Gilbert  Page,  of  Chapman 


and  Plymouth,  Conn.,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
paper  manufacturers  in  the  State;  and  Lucy  Anne, 
born  Feb.  28.  1813. 

(VII)  Alarcus  Linsley  was  born  in  Xorthford, 
Conn.,  June  20,  1801.  and  spent  his  boyhood  days 
and  attended  school  in  his  native  place,  and  there 
also  engaged  in  farming.  From  there  he  removed 
to  a  farm  near  Meriden,  thence  to  Goshen,  Mass.. 
still  later  to  Southwick,  Mass.,  and  on  April  i,  1845, 
to  Poquonnock,  Conn.,  in  the  town  of  \Vindsor,  lo- 
cating in  Xorth  Haven  April  i,  185 1.  These  many 
changes  gave  Mr.  Linsley  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
experience,  and  April  23,  1855,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  of  head  farmer  at  the  State 
School  farm  he  was  well  prepared  for  the  position. 
However,  in  July,  1856,. he  removed  to  Middletown. 
Conn.,  and  later  to  Bristol,  Wis.,  his  last  removal 
being  in  1869  to  Belvidere,  III,  where  he  died  Oct. 
23,  1887,  and  there  his  remains  were  interred.  A 
man  of  excellent  understanding,  he  made  his  pres- 
ence felt  wherever  he  was  and  he  was  elected  to  be 
a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Goshen 
and  Southwick.  Alass.,  in  Xorth  Haven  and  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  and  in  Bristol,  Wis.,  and  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Belvidere.  While  residing 
in  Bristol,  in  1861,  he  represented  his  district  in  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin.  \\'hen  the  Legislature 
had  adjourned,  and  the  members  were  on  their  way 
home  the  news  came  that  Fort  Sumter  had  been 
fired  upon.  A  special  session  was  immediately  called, 
and  during  a  discussion  of  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln  for  75,000  men,  Mr.  Linsley,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  declared  that  he  had  three  sons  to 
send  to  the  war  and  "if  they  are  not  enough,  I  will 
go  myself."  \\'ithout  his  knowledge  the  three  sons 
"had  already  enlisted  and  one  of  them  gave  up  his 
life  on  the  field  of  battle,  while  the  others  distin- 
guished themselves  as  brave  and  loyal  soldiers. 

On  X'ov.  13,  1825.  Marcus  Linsley  married  Cla- 
rissa Fowler,  who  was  born  Oct.  2,  1802,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Solomon  Fowler  and  granddaughter 
of  Col.  William  Douglas,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
and  she  died  at  Rockford.  111..  Dec.  19.  1867,  and 
sleeps  her  last  sleep  in  the  cemeten.-  at  Bristol,  Wis. 
Their  children  were:  (i)  Olivia  Douglas,  born 
Oct.  24,  1826,  died  May  20.  1846.  (2)  Charlotte 
Fowler,  born  Aug.  19,  1828,  married  William  D. 
Gregory,  a  farmer  and  school  teacher  in  Canan- 
daigua.  X.  Y.,  and  died  in  Rockford.  111..  .A.ug.  2},, 
1858.  (3)  Solomon  F.,  born  May  26,  1830.  (4) 
Marcus  Munson.  bom  Aug.  15.  1832.  married  Fan- 
nie Bradley.  (5)  Catherine  Cleora.  born  Oct.  30, 
1834,  married  March  31.  1858,  Charles  D.  Love- 
land,  a  carpenter  and  builder  of  Middletown.  (6) 
Joseph  Foote,  born  June  22,  1837.  married  Betsey 
Sperry  X'ov.  17,  1861.  He  was  a  joiner  by  trade; 
was  a  captain  of  a  company  in  the  33d  Wis.  \  .  I., 
and  was  killed  April  19.  18^)3.  at  Cold  Water.  Miss., 
a  ball  passing  through  his  head,  mercifully  causing 
instant  death.  His  hat.  pierced  by  the  bullet,  is  in 
the   possession  of  his   widow.      (7)    Abby  Lemira, 
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bom  Jan.  lo,  1840,  married  William  D.  Greg- 
ory. (8)  Edward  Sereno,  born  Sept.  20,  1842,  died 
young. 

Solomon  F.  Linsley  was  born  May  26,  1830,  in 
Northford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  sent  to  the  common 
school  and  later  to  Williston  Seminary,  after  which 
he  returned  and  took  up  farming.  For  six  years 
he  drove  a  team,  and  also  served  an  apprenticeship 
as  a  joiner  with  Lyon  &  Billard,  builders  of  Aleri- 
den,  and  did  much  work  in  Middletown,  New  Ha- 
ven, New  Britain  and  other  places  in  Connecticut 
and  Wisconsin.  On  Aug.  26,  1861,  he  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Company  G,  6th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  on 
Oct.  4,  i86i,  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  corporal, 
but  on  account  of  poor  health  was  discharged  March 
14,  1862,  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  returned  home 
until  his  health  was  restored.  He  chafed  under 
forced  detention  at  home  and  as  soon  as  he  could 
be  accepted  he  re-enlisted,  on  Aug.  9,  1862,  joining 
Company  K,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  when  he  was- com- 
missioned second  lieutenant  and,  for  gallantry,  was 
promoted  to  be  first  lieutenant  Xov.  16,  1863.  On 
March  8,  1865,  he  was  captured  at  Kinston,  N.  C, 
and  was  imprisoned  in  Libby  Prison,  but  was  pa- 
loled  eighteen  days  later  on  account  of  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  served  at  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Dec.  13,  1862,  Edenton  Road,  Providence 
Church  Road,  siege  of  Suffolk  and  Kinston,  and 
was  also  through  the  scourge  of  yellow  fever  at 
Newbem,  N.  C.  On  June  27,  1865,  he  was  finally 
discharged  and  returned  to  his  home  in  North  Ha- 
ven. As  soon  as  he  could  again  take  up  peaceful 
pursuits,  he  found  plenty  of  congenial  work  await- 
ing his  hand,  and  in  many  of  the  best  buildings  in 
North  Haven  may  be  seen  both  his  designs  and 
v/orkmanship,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
new  school  building  and  the  Alemorial  Building, 
which  was  completed  in  1886.  He  was  conceded  to 
be  a  leader  in  his  line  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Linsley  was  married  Feb.  28,  1855,  at 
Windsor,  Conn.,  lo  Lucy  A.  Tracy,  who  was  bom 
May  19,  1834,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  F.  and  Al- 
mira  (Nichols)  Tracy.  Mrs.  Linsley  is  in  the  ninth 
generation  of  descent  from  Capt.  Miles  Standish, 
and  can  trace  her  ancestry  back  to  the  third  cen- 
tury. The  children  of  this  union  were :  Edward 
Tracy,  bom  in  New  Britain  April  15,  1856.  died 
April  6,  i860;  Louise  Nichols,  born  June  11,  1859, 
married  June  27,  1888,  Roswell  J.  Shepherd,  a  car- 
penter, and  has  four  children.  Marguerite  ( bom 
Aug.  28,  1889),  Esther  Louise  (born  Jan.  12,  1893), 
Lucy  Almira  (born  Nov.  23,  1S95J  and  Roswell 
Linsley  (born  Oct.  26,  1897). 

In  early  life  Mr.  Linsley  was  a  Whig,  and  in 
turn  a  stanch  Republican.  He  was  connected  with 
Quinnipiac  Lodge,  No.  yj,  O.  U.  A.  M.  and  held 
niany  offices  in  the  order ;  and  was  also  a  member  of 
Admiral  Foote  Post,  No.  17,  G.  A.  R.,  of  New 
Haven,  in  which  he  had  held  several  offices.  Tak- 
ing a  deep  and  conscientious  interest  in  his  religious 
duties,  few  Sundays  came  round  when  his  place 


!  was  vacant  eitiier  in  the  Congregational  Church 
[  or  in  the  Sunday-school,  in  which  he  was  a  beloved 
I  teacher  for  thirty-five  years.  One  of  the  most  in- 
j  telligent  and  hosijitable  of  her  citizens.  North  Ha- 
'  ven  had  reason  to  take  pride  in  him  as  a  represent- 
ative man.  He  passed  away  March  13,  1901,  at  hi- 
I  home  in  North  Haven,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
j  terred  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  New  Britain. 
i 

JOEL  HALL  BLATCHLEY.  a  representative 
citizen  of  New  Haven  county,  residing  in  the  Nut 
Plains  District,  Guilford,  is  a  descendant  of  old  set- 
tlers of  Guilford  and  Bran  ford. 

(I)   Thomas  Blatchley,  the  first  of  the  name  in 

New  Haven  county,  is  supposed  to  have  come  from 

Wales.    He  sailed  for  America  and  landed  in  Bos- 

I  ton  in  1635 ;  he  moved  to  Hartford  in  1640,  to  New 

\  Haven  in  1643,  to  Branford  in  1645,  then  to  Guil- 

1  ford  in  1666,  and  was  admitted  a  planter.     Subse- 

j  quently  he  removed  to  Boston  where  he  engaged  in 

!  mercantile   pursuits   and   died   there   in    1674.      He 

I  married  Susanna  Ball,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 

j  dren :     Aaron,   born   in    1644,   who  married   ]\Iary 

j  Dodd  and  died  Aug.  31,  1699;  Moses,  a  sketch  of 

I  whom  follows  ;  Miriam,  bom  May  i,  1663,  who  mar- 

;  ried  Samuel  Pond ;  and  Abigail.     For  her  second 

husband   Airs.   Blatchley  married  Richard  Bristol. 

1  She  died  in  1677. 

!         (H)  Moses  Blatchley,  born  March  29,  1650,  in 

I  Branford,  removed  to  East  Guilford  (now  the  town 

i  of  Madison),  where  he  died  Oct.  15,  1693.    He  was 

'■  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife,  Susannah  (Bish- 

I  op),  born  in  1657,  died  in  October.  1729.  Their  fam- 

i  ily  consisted  of  eight  children  :  Moses,  born  June  10, 

1678,  married  Sarah  Benton  and  died  Oct.  17,  1703  ; 

'  David,  June  23,  1679,  "^'^d  young;  Mehitabel.  March 

13,  1682,  died  March  6,  1 75 1 ;  Abraham,  Sept.  24, 

i  1684,  married  Elizabeth  Stone ;  Abigail,  Dec.   10, 

j  1686,  died  April   15,   1785;  David,  June  23,   1689, 

j  married  Abigail    Hand  and    died    Oct.    22.    1756; 

Joshua,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  and  Beal,  Feb.  7, 

1694,  died  June  15,  1763. 

(HI)  Joshua  Blatchley,  born  April  14,  1692.  in 
East  Guilford,  was  engaged  in  farming  in  that  town, 
and  died  there  March  31,  1742.  On  Nov.  22,  1721, 
he  married  Mary  Field,  bom  Nov.  15,  1699.  died 
Feb.  9,  1793.  She  married  for  her  second  husband, 
Ebenezer  Bartlett.  Joshua  and  Mary  Blatchley  had 
two  children:  Moses,  born  Aug.  28.  1722,  died 
Nov.    16,   1791 ;   and  Joshua,  mentioned  below. 

(IV)  Joshua  Blatchley,  born  Feb.  15.  1724,  in 
East  Guilford  (now  North  Madison),  spent  his 
entire  life  there  engaged  in  farming  and  died  Sept. 
2,  1816.  On  Oct.  II,  1752,  he  married  Abigail 
Dudley,  born  Dec.  22.  1735,  died  April  18,  1820. 
Their  seven  children  were  as  follows :  Anna,  born 
May  23,  1757  (married  Ebenezer  Walkly).  died 
April  4.  1S27;  Nabby,  Sept.  i,  1763.  died  June  23, 
1764:  William,  Nov.  19,  1765.  died  Nov.  24,  1767; 
Nabby,  May  12,  1768  (married  David  Chittenden), 
Nov.  24,  1792 ;  Joel,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Selina, 
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Nov.  II,  1772  (married  Elislia  Butler) ;  May,  Nov. 
29,  1775  (married  Joel  Munger),  June  17,  1838. 

(\')  loci  ]!latchley,  bom  July  12,  1770,  in  the 
tu\vi»  of  East  Guilford  (now  North  Madison),  be- 
came oiic  of  the  leading-  citizens  of  that  locality. 
wlicrc  he  carried  on  farming  and  also  kept  hotel 
for  nianv  vcars.  He  spent  his  closing  years  in  the 
tiiwn  of  Durham,  Middlesex  county,  where  he  died 
lulv  n,  1S53;  his  remains,  however,  rest  in  the 
North  Madison  Cemetery.  Mr.  Blatchley  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  faith,  but  did  not  seek  office, 
lie  was  married  four  times,  first  on  March  9,  1794, 
to  Kuth  Loper,  born  Sept.  20,  1774,  in  North  Guil- 
ford, died  April  7,  1823,  by  whom  he  had  ten  chil- 
dren :  William,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Dency, 
born  Oct.  16,  1797  (married  Frederick  S.  Field), 
died  November,  1881 ;  Selina,  Dec.  24,  1799  (mar- 
ried Russell  Evarts),  Dec.  11,  1831 ;  Betsey,  Feb. 
16,  1802  (married  L\-man  Hull)  ;  Samuel  Loper, 
Feb.  13,  1804,  July  26,  1883  (married  ^lary  Ann 
Robinson)  ;  Joel",  March  12,  1806,  Oct.  8,  1834';  Ruth 
April  ID,  1810,  Jan.  5,  1859;  Abigail,  Feb.  4,  1812 
(married  Adnah  Hall)  ;  Clarissa,  Sept.  8,  1814,  Feb. 
18,  1818;  Joshua  Seiden,  Oct.  4,  1816,  April  19, 
1817.  Joel  Blatchley's  second  wife  was  Mehitable 
Bartholomew ;  his  third.  Margery  Robinson,  whom 
he  mariied  Oct.  10,  1825:  his  fourth,  Harriet  Hull, 
whom  he  'married  Aug.  8,  1839. 

(VI)  William  Blatchley  was  born  April  21, 
1795,  in  North  Madison,  where  he  attended  school, 
receiving  a  practical  training.  He  was  to  a  great 
extent,  however,  self-educated,  and  he  made  such 
progress  that  he  became  prolicient  to  teach,  follow- 
ing that  profession  in  the  winter  season  for  thirteen 
years.  During  the  summers  he  engaged  in  farming, 
vvhich  was  his  life  work,  and  in  which  he  met  with 
abundant  success,  accumulating  a  snug  competence. 
In  addition  to  agriculture  Mr.  Blatchley  carried  on 
the  lumber  business  to  some  extent.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  the  public  life  of  his  locality,  and  in 
politics  was  a  stanch  JefTersonian  Democrat,  and 
was  chosen  twice  to  represent  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature ;  the  first  time  he  was  elected  to  that 
incumbency  sickness  prevented  him  from  serving; 
consequently  he  served  onlv  one  term.  Mr.  Blatch- 
ley joined  the  Episcopal  Church,  but  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  attended  the  M.  E.  Church. 
In  181 7  he  married  Minerva  Hall,  who  was  bom 
in  1800  in  Wallingford,  this  countv,  and  died  Oct. 
16,  1863.  He  died  July  10,  1868,  "in  North  Madi- 
son, and  the  remains  of  both  lie  in  the  North  Madi- 
son Cemetery.  Nine  children  were  bom  to  them, 
as  follows:  William  Seiden.  born  in  1S20,  died 
March  12,  187 1  (married  Zerviah  E.  Lane,  of 
Killing-worth)  ;  Jane  A..  June  25,  1822,  Dec.  6,  1871 
I" married  Frederick  Chittenden)  ;  Alden  Austin, 
March,  1826,  Oct.  25,  1848:  Hiram  Silliman,  1827 
(married  Sarah  J.  Harrison  in  Indiana)  ;  Esther 
Minerva,  Oct.  11,  1830:  Abbie  Minerva,  May 
9-  ^^iS  ('married  Dr.  R.  C.  Bowdish  and  (second) 
Andrew  K.  Crawford,  and  is  no-w  a  widow)  ;  Joel 


Hall,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Salmon  Noble, 
April  I,  1841  (married  Mary  E.  Crane;  he  resides 
in  New  Flaven  and  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business)  ;  Francis  Emerson,  Oct.  11,  1844  (mar- 
ried Ardeless  Parmelee  and  lives  on  the  homestead 
in  North  Aladison). 

(,\'II)  Joel  Hall  Blatchley,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  was  born  May  7,  1837,  on  the 
old  homestead,  commenced  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  North  Madison,  and  subsequently  at- 
tended select  school.  He  was  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  attained  his  majority,  at  which  time 
he  went  West  and  located  in  Illinois,  buying  a  tract 
of  land  on  which  he  remained,  however,  but  a  short 
time.  Retuming  to  North  ^Madison,  he  commenced 
farming  and  sawmilling,  getting  out  railroad  tim- 
ber and  continued  thus  for  thirteen  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  went  west  again. 
This  time  he  located  in  ^NlcPherson  county,  Kas., 
where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  and  lived  thereon 
for  six  months  after  receiving  his  title,  which  bears 
the  sigTiature  of  President  Grant.  On  his  return 
to  Connecticut  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Guilford, 
v.'here  he  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  lumbering,  owning  a  large  farm  in 
Guilford,  and  also  one  in  the  West  where  he  makes 
fan-ning  a  success.  Air.  Blatchley  is  a  hard  worker, 
temperate  in  his  habits,  and  a  man  of  quiet,  unas- 
suming disposition,  whose  upright  life  has  won  him 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  his  associates,  and 
he  has  many  friends.  Though  business  interests 
have  naturally  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention,  he  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  help 
those  whom  he  considers  needy,  and  he  takes  the 
Golden  Rule  for  his  guide.  He  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  local  affairs,  although  he  is  in  no  sense 
an  office  seeker.  Our  subject's  political  support  was 
originally  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is 
now  a   Republican. 

On  Dec.  27,  1866,  in  Guilford,  Mr.  Blatchley 
married  Mary  Hall  Davis,  born  March  13.  1839, 
and  three  children  blessed  this  union,  viz. :  Will- 
iam Hall,  bom  Feb.  3,  1868,  is  a  contractor  in  Guil- 
ford ;  he  married  Elizabeth  Brewer.  Sam.uel  Davis, 
born  June  12,  i86g,  is  engaged  in  farming,  owning 
a  farm  in  Guilford,  where  he  now  resides.  Fred- 
erick Noble,  born  Feb.  7,  1873,  is  also  a  contractor; 
he  married  Grace  Morse.  Mrs.  Blatchley  passed 
away  in  February,  1898,  after  two  years  of  great 
suffering  from  spinal  disease.  She  was  a  good 
Christian  woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and 
was  universally  admired  and  beloved  for  her  many 
virtues.    Her  remains  rest  in  Alderbrook  Cemetery. 

The  D.wis  Family,  to  which  Mrs.  Mary  Hall 
(Davis)  Blatchley  belonged,  is  descended  from  Ben- 
jamin Davis,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  who  settled  at  Southold,  L.  I.  _  His 
son,  Benjamin,  born  in  1700,  married  a  Miss  Conk- 
ling,  and  they  had  a  son  James,  born  May  28.  1726. 
in  Southold,  who  married  Mary  Bailey,  born  Dec. 
25,  1733-     They  were  driven  from  their  home  on 
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Long  Island  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  came  to  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  he  dicil  July 
14,  1814.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them  :  James, 
born  July  27,  1761,  died  Aug.  23,  1762;  Mary,  June 

16,  1763,  Sept.  II,  1769;  James,  March  25.  1765, 
mentioned  below:  Phebe,  April  15,  1767,  April  25, 
1855  (married  Xoah  Benton);  Mary,  Sept.  21, 
1769,  Sept.  7,  1863  (married  Joel  Lee);  Benjamin, 
April  3,  1771,  1778;  Gilbert.  [March  26,  1774,  1804 
(married  Betsev  Goldsmith);  Lucretia,  March  i, 
1780,   1836. 

James  Davis,  son  of  James,  born  March  25,  1765, 
came  to  Guilford,  where  he  died  March  12,  1852. 
On  Dec.  11,  1788,  he  married  Ruth  Griswold,  born 
Feb.  27,  1770,  died  April  25.  i860.  Children: 
Sarah,  born  June  8.  1789.  died  July  31,  1830  (mar- 
ried Anson  Kennedy )  ;  Christopher  Bradlev,  April 
23,  1791,  Dec.  25,  1875  (married  Betsey  Hall)  ;  Joel. 
I\Iay  13,  1793,  Oct.  17,  1870  (married  Polly  Loper)  ; 
Ruth  Marietta,  Jan  11,  1796,  Oct.  4,  1830  (mar- 
ried Cornelius  Hull)  :  Mary,  Feb.  23,  i79"8,  Sept. 
23,  1888  (married  Justin  Bishop')  ;  Betsey,  Aug. 
22,  1800,  Dec.  9,  1887  (married  John  Hall)  ;  Con- 
tent, April  17,  1805,  (married  James  S.  Loper): 
Samuel,  mentioned  below ;  George  Bartlett.  March 
5,  1810,  July  14,  1857  (married  Hannah  E.  Hub- 
bard). 

Sam.uel  Davis,  father  of  Mrs.  Blatchley.  born 
April  21,  1807,  died  Dec.  29,  1879.  He  resided  in 
Guilford.  On  Feb.  6.  1833.  he  married  Mary  Hall, 
born  Jan.  11,  1808,  died  Aug.  14.  1836.  On  March 
26,  1838,  he  married  Harriet  Benton,  born  May  20, 
1813,  died  Feb.  18, -1863.  In  1865  he  wedded  Julia 
Fowler,  born  Jan.  5,  181 1,  died  May  20,  1883. 
Children:  Man,-  Hall,  born  March  13.  1839,  married 
Joel  H.  Blatchley:  Samuel  R.,  born  Aug.  11,  1841, 
died  July  6,  1863 ;  .\bigail  Lindsley,  born  March  19, 
1844,  married  William  C.  Bishop:  Frederick  R., 
born  July  6,  1847,  married  Isabella  C.  Bishop,  and 
died  Oct.  24,  1877:  Harriet  Benton,  born  April  14, 
1855,  married  Daniel  R.  Spencer. 

The  Hall  F.\mily.  of  Wallingford.  of  which 
Mrs.  Minerva  (Hall)  Blatchley,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject w^s  a  member,  was  earlv  settled  in  Wallingford. 
Thomas  Hall,  son  of  John  Hall  (the  first  of  the 
name  in  the  New  Haven  Colony),  was  born  March 
25,  1649,  iri  New  Haven,  and  when  he  grew  to  man- 
hood removed  to  Wallingford,  of  which  town  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers.     He  died  there  Sept. 

17,  1731.  On  June  5,  1673.  he  married  Grace  Wat- 
son, who  died  May  i.  1731.  Their  marriage  cere- 
mony was  the  first  performed  in  Wallingford. 
Children:  Abigail,  born  Jan.  7,  1675  (married  John 
Tyler);  Thomas,  June  17,  1676;  Mar>-.  Nov.  22, 
1677;  Jonathan.  Julv  25,  1679;  Joseph.  July  8. 
1681;  Esther,  Feb.  23,  1683  (married  Benoni  At- 
kins); Benjamin,  April  17,  1684:  Peter.  Dec.  28. 
1686;  Daniel,  Jan.  27.  1689;  Rebecca.  Jan.  6.  1691 
(married  Daniel  Holt)  :  Israel,  Oct.  8.  1696. 

Jonathan  Hall,  son  of  Thomas,  born  July  25, 
1679,  in  Wallingford,  died  Jan.  15,  1760.    On  May 


i  12,  1703,  he  married  Diana  Andrews,  who  was  bom 
in  1684.     Children:  David,  born  Oct.  16,  1705,  died 

1  Sept.  23,   1731;  Jonathan.  June   13.   1708,  married 

I  Dec.  15,  1739,  Sarah  Cook;  Joseph,  ^lay  31,  1710, 

I  married  April    17,    1736,   Hannah   Scoville ;   Anna. 

j  Jan.  18,  1713;  Isaac,  July  11,  1714,  married  Nov. 

I  5-    1739.    ^lary   Morse,   and   died    ^larch   7,    1781  ; 

J  Phebe,  Feb.  12,  1717,  died  May  14,  1735;  Ezekiel, 
May  13,  1719,  married  Anna  Andrews,  and  died 
Oct.  29,  1763;  Thankful.  Sept.  20,  1722:  Benjamin, 
Oct.  20,  1725;  Temperance,  April  16,  1727. 

Benjamin  Hall,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  20, 
1725,  married  Dec.  27,  1752,  Mary  Ives.  Children: 
Benjamin,  born  Sept.  25,  1753,  died  young;  Eliab, 
born  in  1755.  died  in  camp  in  New  York,  while 
serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  Ben- 
jamin, bom  Nov.  3,  i75''x  On  April  28,  1757,  the 
father  married  (second)  Phebe  (surname  not 
given).  He  was  a  farmer  in  Wallingford  and  Plym- 
outh, Conn.  Children  by  second  marriage :  Ben- 
jamin, born  May  27,  1758;  Andrew,  Aug.  15,  1759; 
Mary,  August,  1761 ;  Phebe,  Aug.  20,  1763;  Linus, 
Sept.  25,  1765;  David  Jonathan,  Nov.  17,  1767; 
Erastus,  Feb.  12.  1770;  Adnah.  May  8,  1772;  Sal- 
mon, 1774;  Eliab,  December.  1776  (settled  in  North 
Killingworth)  ;  Grace  Denison,  May  5,  1779; 
Asaph,  Oct.  I,  1 781. 

Salmon  Hall,  born  in  1774,  married  Lorena 
Austin,  a  daughter  of  Joel  Austin,  of  Wallingford, 
and  a  niece  of  Closes  Austin,  who  founded  the  city 
of  Austin;  Texas,  after  whom  the  city  was  named. 
Their  nine  children  were  Minerva,  wife  of  William 
Blatchley,  and  mother  of  Joel  H.  Blatchley ;  Hiram ; 
Joel ;  Salmon ;  Lorena ;  Frances ;  Adnah ;  Louisa ; 
and  Amanda. 

NATHANIEL    LYM.AN    BRADLEY,   treas- 
urer of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co., 
of   Meriden.   Conn.,   is   one  of   the   best   and  most 
favorably  known  manufacturers  of  New  England. 
His  business  career  in  the  "Silver  City"'  covers  the 
manufacturing  epoch  in  the  history  of  Meriden,  a 
period   in   which   that  city   rapidly  sprang  from  a 
quiet  little  New  England  village  into  a  great  manu- 
facturing center,  whose  name  is  known  the  world 
over,  owing  to  its  great  variety  of  manufactured 
articles  and  their  high  grade.     Such  a  condition  of 
1  affairs  has  been  brought  about  by  a  class  of  men  of 
j  high  character,  whose  energies,  enterprise,  tact  and 
I  ability  have  been  given  to  its  accomplishment  with- 
;  out  reserve  or  stint.     To  this  class  belongs  the  sub- 
i  ject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  Dec.  27.  1829,  in 
I  Cheshire.  New  Haven  county.  Connecticut. 
j         Levi  and  Abigail  Ann   (Atwater)    Bradley,  his 
I  parents,  were  pious  and  unassuming  farming  peo- 
I  pie,  who  reared  their  children  to  habits  of  industry 
and   in   the  observance  of  correct  moral   principle 
I  and  religious  duty.     Daniel  Bradley,  father  of  Levi. 
I   was  a   farmer  in   \'ermont.   and   was   driven    from 
'  his  home  by  the  military  operations  of  the  British 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.     Removing  to  Ham- 
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den,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  he  soon  afterward  set- 
tled in  Cheshire,  where  his  last  years  were  passed. 
Levi  Bradley  was  born  Xov.  11,  1792,  in  Cheshire, 
and'  died  in  Meriden  March  18,  1877.  -^'1  of  his 
active  life  was  passed  in  Cheshire,  where  he  wielded 
a  wide  influence  and  was  recognized  as  a  man 
•  whose  moral  worth  was  a  wholesome  and  strong 
virtue  in  his  community.  His  sympathies  were  de- 
cidedly Christian,  and  he  gave  a  liberal  support  to 
the  work  of  religion.  He  was  a  thriftv  and  intelli- 
gent farmer,  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  was  well- 
read,  and  practical  in  his  operations.  To  the  influ- 
ence of  such  an  atmosphere  about  the  home  were 
undoubtedly  due  much  of  the  success  and  useful- 
ness of  the  lives — in  their  several  spheres — of  the 
children  there  reared.  Like  many  men  who  have 
achieved  fame  or  great  success,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  gives  credit  for  it  to  his  parents.  Levi 
Bradley  was  one  of  the  most  thriftv  farmers  in 
Cheshire.  His  energy,  good  taste  and  judgment 
were  such  that  he  was  bound  to  succeed,  and  he 
took  great  pride  in  having  the  best  crops  and  best 
fences,  in  short,  the  best  of  everything,  pertaining 
to  farm  improvements.  Whenever  he  entered  his 
farm  products  for  State  premiums  he  never  failed 
to  take  the  first  prize.  He  was  the  first  in  his  time 
to  undertake  the  production  of  wheat  in  Cheshire, 
procuring  the  seed  from  Xew  York  State,  and  his 
growing  crops  of  this  cereal  were  quite  a  curiosity, 
visited  by  many  sightseers.  Islr.  Bradley,  besides 
being  a  good  farmer,  was  possessed  of  natural  abil- 
ity for  general  business.  He  was  the  discoverer  of 
the  first  barytes  mine  in  Cheshire.  While  driving 
along  the  highway  one  day,  he  noticed  that  people 
who  were  working  on  the  highway  plowed  up  a  pe- 
culiar looking  white  stone.  Getting  out  of  his 
wagon  to  examine  the  stone,  he  found  it  had  great 
weight  in  proportion  to  its  size.  He  put  it  in  his 
wagon,  and  ne.xt  day  took  it  to  Xew  Haven  and 
submitted  it  to  Prof.  Silliman,  of  Yale  College,  for 
analysis.  The  latter  pronounced  it  to  be  first-class 
barytes  and  very  valuable.  Mr.  Bradley  immedi- 
ately secured  an  option  on  the  farm  where  the  min- 
eral was  found,  and  subsequently  completed  the 
purchase,  and  he  afterward  sold  the  place  to  a 
New  Haven  firm,  at  a  handsome  profit.  The  new 
purchasers  opened  a  vein  and  worked  the  mine 
for  years,  and  sold  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  its 
product.  Because  of  the  acumen  displayed  in  the 
matter  by  Mr.  Bradley  the  owner  hastened  to  se- 
cure his  services  as  superintendent  of  the  mine, 
which  position  he  filled  two  years,  resigriing  to  look 
after  his  private  interests. 

Mr.  Bradley  began  at  a  very  early  age  to  evince 
his  unusual  energy  and  business  capacity.  Up  to 
the  time  he  was  seventeen  years  old  he  was  con- 
tented to  remain  with  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
assist  in  its  labors.  His  literary  training  was  lim- 
ited to  that  afforded  by  the  district  schools  of  the 
day.  In  the  great  university  of  reading,  travel  and 
observation,  he  supplemented  the  rudimentary  edu- 
cation   thus    obtained,    to   the    great    advantage   of 


himself,  his   family  and  the  community  blessed  by 
his  influence.     Before  the  completion  of  his  eight- 
eenth year  he  made  a  i>roposition  to  his  father  to 
pay  the  latter  a  stij)ulated'  sum  each  year   for  his 
j  time  until  he  attained  his  majority,  which  was  ac- 
:  cepted.     His  enterprise  must  have  been  previously 
observed  by  others,  for  he  found  no  trouble  in  pro- 
:  curing,  on  credit,  a  stock  of  tinware  and  a  horse  and 
i  wagon,  with  which  he  started  South.     There  were 
i  no  railroads  in  those  days,  and  the  roads  were  difti- 
I  cult  to  travel  in  many  places,  but  with  characteristic 
i  pluck  the  young  man  drove  to  Atlanta,  Ga..  before 
I  offering  his  stock  for  sale.     In  that  neighborhood. 
I  however,  he  sold  out  to  such  advantage  that  he  was 
enabled,  on   his  return,  to  pay   for  the  goods  and 
\  also   to   discharge    his    indebtedness   to   his    father. 
j  The  trip  required  six  weeks  of  travel  in  each  direc- 
tion, and  ]NIr.  Bradley  was  gone  from  home  from 
September  to  May.    After  spending  the  sunxmer  at 
home  he  again  went  South,  taking  a  stock  of  dry 
goods  on   the  second  trip,  on  which  he  was  also 
successful,  and  he  continued  to  spend  his  winters  in 
this  way  during  eight  or  nine  years,  until  he  mar- 
ried and  settled  down  on   the   farm.     For  several 
years  thereafter  he  was  employed  by  several  of  his 
Xew  England   friends   who  peddled  in  the   South 
to  buy  dry  goods  for  them  in  X'ew  York,  as  they 
considered  his  judgment  and  taste  in  these  matters 
very  valuable.    These  qualities  were  also  recognized 
by  his  townsmen,  who  chose  him  to  represent  them 
in  the  State  Legislature. 

On  Sept.  30,  1819,  Levi  Bradley  married  Miss 
Abigail    Ann,    daughter   of    Samuel    and    Patience 
(Peck)   Atwater,  of  Cheshire.     Mrs.  Bradley  was 
born  Oct.  17,  1800,  and  died  May  25,  1897.     Her 
first  paternal  ancestor  in  America,  David  Atwater, 
came  from  London   in   1638.  and  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Xew  Haven  Plantation  Covenant  in 
1639.      His    son,    Jonathan    Atwater,    a   prominent 
merchant    in    Xew    Haven,    married    Ruth    Peck, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Joanna   (Kitchel ) 
Peck.     Their  son,  Jonathan  Atwater,  Jr.,  married 
Abigail  Bradley,  and  had  a  son,  Abraham  Atwater. 
who  married  Mary  Ball  and  reared  a  large  family. 
Two  of  his   sons,   Isaac  and   Samuel,   served   with 
i  their  father  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  the  latter 
entering  as  a  drummer  when  only  fifteen  years  old. 
I  After  the  war  Samuel  Atwater  settled  in  Cheshire. 
'   r\Irs.  Levi  Bradley  was  the  eighth  of  his  children. 
Few  women  were  as  well  informed  upon  general 
:  topics  as  she,  and  she  continued  to  be  an  omnivor- 
ous reader  i  without  glasses  )  until  her  death.   After 
her  surviving  children  were  settled  in  Meriden  she 
i  came  with  her  husband  to  reside  in  that  city,  and  she 
I  was  among  the  most  highlv  respected  members  of 
!   Susan    Carrington    Clarke    Chapter.    Daughters    of 
the   American    Revolution,    there.      Mr.    and    Mrs. 
Bradley  had  five  children  :     Emeline  Amelia,  born 
Dec.    19.    1820;    Samuel    Atwater.   Jan.    18.    1823; 
\\'illiam    Lambert.    May   25.    1826:    Xathaniel   Ly- 
man. Dec.  2j.  1829:  and  Abby  Ann,  Feb.  26.  1833 
'    (married  Walter  Hubbanl). 
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Nathaniel  Lyman  Bradley  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  subsequently 
was  graduated  from  the  old  Meridcn  Academy.  At 
the  close  of  his  academical  studies,  when  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of 
E.  B.  M.  Hughes,  a  hardware  merchant  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  for  one  year.  Then,  because  of  the 
strong  desire  of  his  parents,  he  returned  home,  very 
much  to  the  regret  of  Mr.  Hughes,  and  devoted 
himself  to  the  work  on  the  farm.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  Mr.  Bradley  had  as  yet  conceived  no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  being  a  farmer.  Farm- 
ing was  not  remunerative,  however,  and  its  toils 
not  satisfying  to  his  ambition.  The  little  fortune 
he  had  accumulated  he  placed  in  a  clock  factory  in 
Southington,  a  town  about  four  miles  away.  His 
compensation  was  Si. 25  per  diem.  It  was  here 
that  his  genius  for  business  showed  itself.  Conse- 
quently he  was  ottered  the  contract  for  making 
clocks  in  the  factory — three  hundred  per  day^ 
which  he  readily  accepted.  On  account  of  a  great 
accumulation  of  goods,  which  necessitated  the 
stopping  of  the  works,  it  v,'as  proposed  to  Mr. 
Bradley  that  he  visit  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Bal- 
timore and  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  goods  of  the  company.  The  success  of  his 
venture  Vvas  so  gratifying  to  the  president  that  Mr. 
Bradley  was  elected  a  director,  and  also  the  repre- 
sentative salesman  of  the  company. 

The  year  1852  marked  the  inception  of  the  great 
industn.-  in  ^leriden  with  which  Mr.  Bradley's  name 
has  since  been  associated.  A  joint-stock  company- 
Bradley,  Hatch  &  Co. — was  formed  with  a  capital 
of  $5,000.  William  L.  Bradley  and  Walter  Hub- 
bard were  members  of  the  firm.  So  rapidly  grew 
the  business  that  after  two  years,  in  1854,  more 
capital" became  an  imperative  need.  The  Hatch 
Brothers,  not  having  any  money  for  investment, 
chose  to  sell  out  their  interests  to  the  company. 
Walter  Hubbard  sold  out  his  dry-goods  business, 
and  with  William  L.  (brother  of  N.  L.  Bradley) 
and  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley  organized  the  company 
under  the  title  of  Bradlev  &  Hubbard.  The  prop- 
erty of  Bradley,  Hatch  &  Co.  was  purchased,  and 
a  large  business  v.-as  permanently  located  where  the 
immense  factory  plant  now  stands.  In  1862.  how- 
ever, Nathaniel  L.  Bradley  and  Walter  Hubbard 
bought  out  the  interest  of  William  L.  Bradley.  The 
business  was  continued  under  a  copartnership  until 
1875,  when  a  joint-stock  company  was  again 
formed,  under  the  name  of  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard 
Mfg.  Co.,  taking  in  C.  F.  Linsley,  who  was  then  in 
the  employ  of  the  company,  and  it  has  since  been  so 
conducted,  no  stock  having  changed  hands  since 
the  organization  of  the  company  except  on  the  ad- 
mission of  C.  P.  Bradley,  son  of  Nathaniel  L.  Brad- 
ley, as  a  .stockholder  and  director:  he  is  also  his 
father's  private  secretar}'  and  treasurer.  Since  the 
forming  of  the  present  company  the  following 
officers  have  continuouslv  served :  Walter  Hub- 
bard, president;  Nathaniel  L.  Bradley,  treasurer; 


and  C.  F.  Linsley,  secretary.     In  referring  to  this 
company  one  of   the   Meridcn   papers  thus   wrote: 
"The  history  of  the  company  has  been  one  of  rapid 
development,  due  to  the  great  energy  and  business 
ability  of  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Hubljard.  the  found- 
ers of  the  original  firm.     The  firm  started  in  busi- 
ness   in    an    old    two-story    wooden    building   now 
used  as  a  repair  sliop,  and  a  small  brick  foundry. 
A  glimpse  at  the  immense  building  of  to-day  tells 
the  story  of  the  growth  since  then  better  than  words 
can  do.     In  1870  the  first  large  brick  structure  was 
erected,  and  since   then   the   constant   demand   for 
additional    room    has    necessitated   the    erection    of 
other  factories,  in  which  there  are  employed  over 
1,000  hands.  Without  doubt  the  company  is  the  best 
known  in  manufacture  of  chandeliers,  gas  fixtures, 
lamps,    electric   fixtures.'   fancy   hardware,    bronzes, 
stationery  goods,  t^nd  large  lines  of  other  goods  too 
numerous  to  mention.    There  are  many  of  the  larg- 
est buildings  all  over  the  country  that  have  been 
fitted  out  by  this  company,  and  their  goods  are  al- 
ways   eagerly   sought    for,    since   thev  possess   the 
merit  of  artistic  beauty  far  ahead  of  all  competitors, 
as  well  as  stability  and  honest  quality.     The  com- 
pany's factories  are  equipped  with  the  finest  machin- 
ery and  mechanical  appliances  in  the  world.    Every 
part  of  the  immense  establishment  having  been  built 
by  them   for  the  express  purpose   for  which   it  is 
used,  their  facilities  for  producing  work  in  every 
I  branch  are  unequalled.     Among  the  army  of  work- 
t  men  which  they  employ  are  artists,  designers,  mod- 
I   elers  and  skilled  artisans.     With  a  rapid  but  sure 
I   progress  the  company  has  grown   from  a  modest 
j   beginning  to  occupy  a  prominent  position   in  the 
I  manufacturing  industries  of  the  world.     The  com- 
!   pany's   great   plant   now   occupies   eleven   acres  of 
I   floor  space.     This  company  added  a  new   line   of 
I  goods  in   1895,  and  has  been  very  successful  with 
I   saniie.     It  comes  under  the  name  of  Architectural 
j   Metal  Work,  composed  of  bronze,  brass  and  iron, 
j  and  the  reputation  of  the  company  for  producing 
j  these  goods  also  stands  first  in  the  market,  although 
young  in  this  line,  which  goes  to  prove  that  in  what- 
ever line  of  goods  they  make  they  come  to  the  front 
every   time.      The   present   prospects    indicate   that 
the  companv  will  be  obliged  to  add  more  buildings 
to  their  immense  plant  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the 
I  growing  demand  for  the  goods.'' 

Mr.  Bradley  is  a  business  man,  not  a  politician. 
I  and  has  generally  been  so  absorbed  in  his  business 
!  that  he  has  given  no  time  to  looking  after  official 
I  positions,  although  frequently  importuned  to  serve 
!  in  this  or  that  capacity.  Plowever.  he  at  one  time 
I  served  \Meriden  as  aldermian  and  acting  mayor.  He 
I  is  a  director  of  the  First  N'ational  Bank :  the  City 
I  Savings  Bank :  the  Meridcn  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
i  (of  which  company  he  is  also  vice-president)  :  the 
!  T.  D.  Bergen  Co.,  Meridcn  (who  manufacture  the 
I  finest  cut  glass  in  this  country)  :  the  Meriden  Trust 
&  Safe  Deposit  Co. :  the  Meriden  florse  Railroad 
I  Co.  (now  the  Meriden  Electric  Railroad  Co.)  ;  the 
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Meritlen  Republican  rublisliiiifj  Co.;  and  is  also  in- 
terested in  other  financial  enterprises  in  Meriden. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  the  State  School  for  Boys,  and  is 
president  of  the  Aleriden  Hospital.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  he  cast  his  first  vote  in  the 
basement  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Cheshire 
at  the  Presidential  election  of  1852.  Mr.  Bradley 
is  not  too  busy  to  give  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  his  town  in  its  physical  features.  The  streets, 
parks  and  cemeteries  are  objects  of  his  special  care, 
and  he  is  president  of  the  Meriden  Park  Co. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  been  a  liberal  supporter  of 
every  public  enterprise,  and  in  benevolent  and  re- 
ligious circles  his  influence  is  strong.  He  gives 
freely  and  constantly  to  proper  objects  of  charity, 
every  good  work  receiving  his  sympathy  and  aid. 
He  was  among  the  first  to  liberallv  provide  for  the 
work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Meriden,  and  subscribed 
generously  for  the  Association  building.  He  has 
been  very  closely  related  to  the  work  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
and  gave  a  princely  sum  toward  the  erection  of  the 
handsome  edifice  of  that  congregation.  For  nearly 
twenty-seven  years  he  has  been  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  Society,  and  through  all  that  time 
has  earnestly  studied  and  labored  to  build  up  a  har- 
monious and  prosperous  fellowship. 

On  Oct.  25,  1859,  Mr.  Bradley  was  married  to 
Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  Selden  and  Lucy  Hooker 
(Hart)  Peck,  of  Kensington,  Conn.,  a  lady  who 
encourages  the  good  spirit  of  her  husband  and  co- 
operates in  his  benevolent  and  religious  design.  One 
son  has  been  born  to  them,  Clarence  Peck  Bradley. 
The  family  estate  and  residence  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  beautiful  in  the  city  of  Meriden,  located 
on  one  of  the  principal  streets  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  been  quite  an  extensive  trav- 
eler in  foreign  lands  as  well  as  in  his  own  country, 
having  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean  a  number  of 
times. 

GILBERT  ROGERS,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Meriden.  entitled  to  honorable  mention 
as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Saybrook,  Middlesex  county,  July  4,  1838, 
fifth  son  of  the  late  Hervey  Rogers.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  C.  Rogers  &  Bros.,  silver-plate 
manufacturers,  of  Meriden. 

Gilbert  Rogers  attended  the  little  brick  school  in 
his  native  town,  which  structure  has  sheltered  the 
youth  of  many  now  noted  men,  and  is  still  standing. 
Among  the  teachers  of  Mr.  Rogers  were  Miss  Sallie 
Whittlesey  and  Henry  Pratt,  well-known  educators 
of  that  dav.  In  Meriden,  to  which  place  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  when  young,  he  attended  a 
school  taught  bv  Henrv  D.  Smith.  However,  his 
education  was  very  largely  wrought  out  in  the 
school  of  experience,  as  but  little  oppt  rtunity  was 
Riven  him  to  advance  bcyon<l  the  elementary  grades. 
Gilbert  Rogers  -began  work  for  himself  at  tlie  age  of 
fourteen  years,  being  in  the  employ  of  Luther  \\ebb. 


who  was  at  that  time  making  pocket-books  on  a 
somewhat  extensive  scale.  Here  he  spent  two  years, 
and  then  learned  the  trade  of  buffer  in  the  factory  of 
the  Charles  Parker  Co.  For  five  years  he  was  work- 
ing in  this  factory,  receiving  but  seventy-five  cents 
a  day  for  two  years,  then  $1.25  for  the  third  year, 
and  after  that  $1.50  per  day.  In  1858  Mr.  Rogers 
removed  to  Hartford  to  work  for  the  Hartford  Sil- 
ver Plating  Co..  and  was  later  emploved  by  Rog- 
ers, Smith  &  Co.  At  W'aterbury  he  was  made  su- 
perintendent of  the  buffing  department  of  the  Rog- 
ers Bros.  Silver  Plating  factory  of  that  city,  which 
place  he  filled  with  satisfaction  to  all  for  two  years, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  forming  a  partnership  with 
Asa  H.  Rogers  and  starting  a  plating  business  for 
the  making  of  silver-plated  spoons  and  hollow  ware, 
on  Nassau  street,  in  New  York,  where  they  con- 
tinued in  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  compelled  them  to  close.  Mr.  Rogers  returned 
to  Meriden,  where  he  was  appointed  enrolling  offi- 
cer by  the  United  States  government,  a  position  he 
filled  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  formed 
a  connection  with  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  where 
his  name  was  used  on  the  silver-plated  spoons,  and 
v/here  he  was  engaged  for  about  a  year.  In  1866 
he  united  with  his  brothers  in  the  formation  of  the 
C.  Rogers  &  Bros,  firm,  with  which  he  has  been  as- 
sociated for  thirty-five  years.  The  personnel  of  this 
noted  firm  consists  of  Cephas  B.,  Gilbert  and  Wil- 
bur F.  Rogers.  The  company  was  incorporated  in 
Xew  Jersey  in  1899,  and  in  1901  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Connecticut.  Gilbert  Rogers  is 
treasurer  of  this  company,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
City  Savings  Bank  of  ]\Ieriden  and  the  Walnut 
;  Grove  Cemetery  Association,  which  he  helped  to 
'  organize.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Independent 
>  Thread  Co.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  two  years  as  second  selectman  of  the  town 
j  of  Meriden.  He  has  represented  the  First  ward  in 
the  city  council,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
finance  committee. 

Mr.  Rogers  belongs  to  Meriden  Lodge,  No.  jj, 
'  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Chapter 
j  and  Council,  and  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  In  religion  he  is  a  Metho- 
:  dist,  and  belongs  to  the  First  Church,  which  he 
serves  as  Sunday  school  superintendent,  and  secre- 
j  tary  of  the  official  board. 

'  On  Feb.  6,  1867,  Mr.  Rogers  was  married  to 
Miss  Estelle  V.  Rogers,  who  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1845,  a-  daughter  of  Julius  W.  and  Esther  Eliza- 
beth (Culver)  Rogers,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Esther  (Hall)  Culver,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Lieut.  Titus  Hall,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  member 
of  Susan  Carrington  Clark  Chapter,  D.  A.  R..  at 
Meriden.  She  is  a  lady  of  much  culture  and  re- 
finement. To  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Rogers  have  come  the 
following  children  :  (i)  Mabel  Estelle,  born  March 
23,  1871.  married  Frederick  Arthur  Wright,  Feb. 
1  12,  1889,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children — Har- 
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old  Gilbert  born  March  31,  1890,  and  Mildred 
Estelle,  born  March  21.  1S92.  (2)  Eug^ene  Culver, 
born  Jan.  8,  1876,  graduated  from  the  district  and 
Meriden  high  schools,  and  is  now  ijayniaster  of  C. 
Rogers  &  Bros.  He  is  a  young  man  of  much  ability, 
his  energetic  character  and  business  acumen  com- 
manding the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  is  as- 
sociated. (3j  Ralph  Gilbert,  born  April  8,  1878,  is 
a  graduate  of  the  citv  high  school,  and  is  now  a 
bookkeeper  with  C.  Rogers  &  Bros.,  and,  like  his 
brother,  is  a  young  man  of  prominence,  quite  popu- 
lar in  the  city  of  his  nativity.  (4J  William  and 
(S)  Emmerson,  twins,  born  Feb.  3,  1893,  died  in 
infancy. 

WILLIAM  O.  RUSSELL  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a  leading  farmer  and  popular  citizen  of 
East  Haven,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  upon  the  old  homestead  where  he  was 
born  Feb.  18,  1814.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Joseph  Russell,  who  was  born  July  4,  1740,  and  died 
Feb.  21,  1826.  He  was  married,  Nov.  7,  1769,  to 
Abigail  Granniss,  who  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years. 

Major  Russell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  East  Haven,  July  20, 
1778,  and  remained  there  throughout  life,  dying 
Dec.  17,  1844.  He  married  Miss  Polly  Otty,  who 
died  Jan.  12,  1842.  In  their  family  were  nine  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  were  as  fol- 
lows:  Harriet,  Nov.  15.  1S07;  Mary  A.  Jan.  7, 
1810;  Nancy,  Dec.  i,  1811:  William' O.,  Feb.  18, 
1814;  Benjamin,  April  10,  1816;  Isaac  S.,  April  9, 
18 18;  Lydia,  Nov.  i,  1820  (died  in  1822)  ;  Erastus, 
Aug.  16,  1824  (died  July  23,  1866)  ;  and  Lydia, 
March  29,  1827. 

William  O.  Russell  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of 
his  day,  and  when  quite  young  took  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  was  given  him  by  his  father  at  the 
latter's  death.  Throughout  his  active  business  life 
he  continued  to  engage  in  general  farming,  owning 
and  operating  a  valuable  tract  of  100  acres,  upon 
which  he  made  many  improvements  that  added  to 
the  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  Upon  the 
farm  is  still  standing  the  old  family  residence  which 
was  erected  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years  ago. 

On  Nov.  7,  1855,  ^^^-  Russell  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Curtis,  who  was  born  in 
Hamden,  Conn.,  May  28.  1823,  a  daughter  of  Philo 
and  Rachel  (Potter)  Curtis.  She  was  the  oldest  in 
a  family  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Caroline, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  Emeline,  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Warren:  Levi  W.,  a  resident  of  Fair 
Haven  ;  Ellen,  wife  of  James  Sanderson  :  and  David, 
a  resident  of  New  Haven.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  the 
mother  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely :   ( i )    Mary  A.,  born  Oct.  26,   1856, 


I  married   James    P.    Ricketts,   of    New   Haven,   and 
I  died  Jan.  23,  1893.     She  had  three  children,  Jessie 
!  Curtis,  born  Feb.  25,  1888;  Margery  Cooper,  Nov. 
14,   1890;  and  Plarold  Russell,  Dec.  5,   1891    (died 
■  Jan.    10,    1895).      (2)    Georgiana,    born    March   6, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  B.  Rowe.  who  is  en- 
I  gaged  in  the  ice  and  dairy  business  in  Xew  Haven, 
I  and  they  have  two  children,   William  Russell  and 
'Slary   Curtis.      (3)    Caroline   M.,   born    March    16, 
!  i860,  died  Jan.  20,   1882,  unmarried.     Mr.  Russell 
;  died  upon  the  old  homestead  July  25,  1872.    He  was 
i  a  sincere  and  consistent  Christian,  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  took  quite  an  act- 
ive interest  in  church  work.     For  many  years  he  la- 
bored with  all  the  strength  of  a  great  nature  and 
all  the  earnestness  of  a  true  heart  for  the  bettering 
of  the  world  about  hini,  and  when  he  was  called  to 
i  rest  and  reward  of  the  higher  world  his  best  monu- 
I  ment  was  found  in  the  love  and  respect  of  the  com- 
!  munity  in  which  he  lived.     He  was  never  active  in 
politics  or  public  maters.     For  three  years  after  his 
death  'Sirs.  Russell  superintended  the  operation  of 
the  farm,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon  until  1S92. 
since  which  time  she  has  made  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Rowe.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady- 
beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

JA^IES  FAIRMAN  was  in  his  day  a  promi- 
nent resident  of  New  Haven,  where  for  many  years 
he  Avas  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  dry -goods  busi- 
ness and  active  also  in  public  life.  He  was  a  native 
of  Newtowm,  Conn., born  July  16,  1817,  son  of  James 
B.  Fairman  also  a  native  of  Newtown,  who  held 
various  public  offices  there  and  was  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  that  locality.  James  B.  Fairman  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

James  Fairman  remained  in  his  native  place  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  receiving  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  On  leaving  home  Mr. 
Fairman  came  to  New  Haven,  where  he  commenced 
work  as  a  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Washing- 
ton Yale,  a  prominent  dry-goods  man,  with  whom 
he  continued  a  number  of  years.  He  then  started 
that  business  on  his  own  account,  his  location  being 
in  Chapel  street,  between  Church  and  Orange. 
After  many  years  in  this  line  he  entered  the  paper- 
hanging  and  carpet  business,  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  himself  some  time,  subsequently  actmg  as- 
manager  of  the  paper-hanging  department  of  H.  B. 
Armstrong's  establishment,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  his  death, 
in  February,  1892,  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-five 
vears.  Mr.  Faimian  was  a  well-known  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  At  the  time  of  his  re- 
tirement from  active  business  he  was  one  of  the  old- 
est dry-goods  men  in  the  city.  Public-spirited  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
adopted  city,  he  was  an  efficient  worker  in  municipal 
alTairs,  and  was  honored  with  election  to  the  board 
of  aldermen  and  common  council,  in  which  he  served 
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nianv  years.  In  political  affiliation  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. '  lie  was  an  active  church  member,  attendini^ 
llic  (."alvnrv  IJaptist  Church,  in  which  he  served  as 
nieniUer  nf  the  society's  committee,  and  he  was  al- 
wavs  deeply  interested  in  church  work. 

WILCOX.  Conspicuously  prominent  in  the 
rrt>wth  and  development  of  ^leriden  was  the  late 
lldii.  Horace  C.  Wilcox,  the  founder  of  the  Meri- 
<!rn  r.ritannia  Co.,  and  whose  name  has  been  prom- 
iiKMitly  identified  with  almost  every  other  of  the 
iji;iiiv  large  industries  that  have  given  fame  to  the 
name  of  Wilcox  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  "Silver 
City." 

Horace  C.  Wilcox  was  a  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Wilcock  (Wilcox), 
who  was  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford  in  163Q. 
He  had  a  son,  John,  who  accompanied  him  from 
England.  The  family,  however,  is  of  Saxon  origin, 
and  was  seated  at  Bury  St.  Edmonds,  in  the  coimty 
of  Suffolk,  England,  before  the  Nonnan  Conquest. 

The  line  of  the  descent  of  Horace  C.  W'ilcox  is 
through  John  (2),  Ephraim,  John  (3),  Joseph  and 
Elisha  B". 

(H)  John  W'ilcox  (2),  son  of  John  Wilcox,  was 
four  times  married,  his  son,  Ephraim  Wilcox,  be- 
ing a  child  of  his  third  wife,  Mary.  John  Wilcox 
moved  to  Middleto\^-n,  Conn.,  in  1654. 

(HI)  Ephraim  Wilcox,  son  of  John  W'ilcox, 
bom  in  1672,  married  at  Mlddletown,  in  1698. 

(IV)  John  W'ilcox  (3)  was  a  son  of  Ephraim 
W'ilcox.  His  wife's  Christian  name  was  Hannah, 
and  they  resided  in  Middletown. 

("V')  Joseph  Wilcox,  son  of  John  Wilcox  (3^ 
born  in  1746,  married  in  1785,  Miriam,  daughter  of 
Josiah  and  Sybil  Bacon. 

(VI)  Elisha  B.  Wilcox,  son  of  Joseph  Wilcox, 
was  bom  June  20,  1795,  in  Westfield  Parish,  Mid- 
dletcwn.  On  Jan.  26,  181S.  he  married  Hepsi- 
bah  Cornweil,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Frances  S..  Lucy  M.,  Hannah  J., 
Horace  C,  Julia,  Jedediah,  Dennis  Cornweil.  Ed- 
son,  Hezekiah,  Edmund  X.,  Mar}-  E.,  and  Watson 
Elisha. 

Horace  C.  Wilcox  was  bom  Jan.  24.  1824.  in 
Westfield  parish,  town  of  Middletown.  Conn.,  where 
in  the  neighboring  schools,  he  received  the  usual 
education  given  to  the  sons  of  general  farmers  of 
that  day.  He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm,  until  of  age.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  peddler  of  tinware  through  the 
Country,  at  which  he  continued  a  couple  of  years. 
I"llo\ving  this,  in  1850,  he  went  on  the  road  as  a 
travi-ling  salesman  for  James  Frary.  a  manufacturer 
''1  I'ritannia  ware.  Later  he  traveled  in  the  same 
lapacity  for  William  Lyman  and  John  Munson,  of 
\\  ailingford.  Conn.,  and  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  of  Meri- 
den.  maiuifacturers  of  the  same  line  of  goods.  In 
1852  .Mr.  Wilcox,  along  with  his  brother,  Dennis 
C.  \\  ilcox.  Isaac  C.  Lewis.  James  A.  Frary.  Lemuel 
J.   Curtis,   W.   W.   Lvman   and  John   Munson,   or- 
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ganized  the  Meriden  lirittannia  Co..  Horace  C.  Wil- 
j  cox  becoming  secretary  anrl  treasurer  of  the  com- 
!  pany.  In  i8C>6  he  succeeded  Isaac  C.  Lewis  as 
president  of  the  company,  and  continued  to  hold  the 
office  until  his  death.  .Xug.  22,  1890.  Mr.  W'ilcox: 
was  a  man  of  marvelous  energy  and  perseverance, 
and  devoted  his  life  to  the  interests  of  the  company. 
Having  in  the  start,  from  his  experience  as  a  sales- 
man, become  thoroughly  identified  witli  the  Britan- 
nia manufacture  and  its  selling  markets,  he  became 
a  power  in  the  new  concern  from  the  very  begin- 
ning, and  with  such  associates  as  those  named  the 
company  early  established  itself  on  a  solid  and  per- 
manent foundation,  though  it  very  soon  ceased  the 
manufacture  of  Britannia,  and  took  up  that  of  silver 
plated  ware  and  other  kindred  products,  and  it  be- 
came the  leading  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the 
world,  ever  since  maintaining  such  place.  To  show 
something  of  the  business  in  which  Mr.  Wilcox 
was  so  important  a.  factor,  and  to  whose  great  ability 
and  untiring  energy  its  marvelous  success  is  in  a 
great  measure  due,  only  a  brief  history  is  necessary : 
In  1856  a  large  plating  factory  was  built  on  State 
street,  the  first  of  the  large  collection  of  shops  in 
that  vicinity.  The  business  had  grown  so  large  by 
1863  that  the  company  erected  the  large  factory 
(over  500  feet  long)  on  the  west  side  of  State  street. 
The  wares  of  the  company  by  this  time  were  not 
only  sold  all  over  the  United  States,  but  exported 
to  many  foreign  countries,  notably  to  South  Amer- 
ica, where  a  large  and  profitable  trade  was  built  up, 
so  that  a  few  years  later  it  was  necessary  to  send  a 
representative  to  that  continent,  which  connection 
has  since  been  maintained.  Gradually  warerooms- 
were  established  in  Xew  York,  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  an  agency  in  London.  In  1881  another  large 
factory  was  built  on  the  comer  of  Miller  and  State 
streets,  in  Meriden,  and  in  the  same  year  a  branch 
factory  was  established  in  Hamilton.  Ontario.  Later 
other  additions  and  extensions  were  made.  In  1876 
the  companv  made  brilliant  displays  of  its  produc- 
tions at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia, 
repeating  them  on  a  still  more  elaborate  scale  at  the 
Columbian  Fair  at  Chicago  in  1893.  They  exhibited 
at  Paris  in  1889.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
at  its  organization  in  1852  was  S25.000.  soon  in- 
creased to  S60.000;  in  1857  to  Sioo.ooo:  in  i860  it 
was  made  S200.000 :  in  1863,  S250.000 :  in  1866, 
$550,000;  and  in  1879  it  was  increased  to  $1,100,- 
000. 

But  the  demands  of  the  great  business  did  not 
exhaust  Mr.  Wilcox's  ability  and  sagacity,  for  he 
v.-as  instrumental  in  founding  many  other  large  in- 
dustries in  Meriden.  He  was  the  founder  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Wilcox  &  White  Organ  Co..  a  director 
m  the  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Co.,  the  Manning  & 
Bowman  Co.,  the  Meriden  Saddler\-  and  Leather 
Co.,  the  Aeolian  Organ  and  Music  Co..  the  Meriden 
Street  Railroad  Co..  the  Rogers  Bros.  Co.,  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  the  R.  \\'allace  &  Sons  Co..  of  Walling- 
ford,  the  William  Rogers  &  Sons  Co..  of  Hartfrrd, 
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the  Meriden  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  the  Home  National 
Bank  of  Meriden,  the  Republican  Publishing  Co., 
of  Meriden,  the  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, and  trustee  of  the  City  Savings  Liank.  One  of 
the  very  important  enterprises  in  which  Mr.  Wilco.K 
was  engaged  was  the  Meriden,  Waterbury  and  Con- 
necticut River  Railroad  Co.,  which  he  organized  for 
the  construction  of  a  road  from  Meriden  to  the  line 
of  the  Xaugatuck  railroad,  as  well  as  Connecticut 
river,  having  become  satisfied  that  another  outlet 
for  both  passengers  and  freight  was  essential  to  the 
proper  development  of  the  interests  of  Meriden.  In 
this  enterprise,  with  a  public  spirit  universally  ap- 
preciated by  his  fellow  citizens,  he  invested,  with 
little  expectation  of  adequate  returns,  more  than  a 
million  dollars.   ' 

While  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  hard  w-orking  busines.=; 
man,  he  never  shirked  public  duties,  and  made  his 
influence  felt  in  the  various  offices  he  held.  In  all 
of  them  he  was  an  uncompromising  Republican. 
He  Avas  an  alderman  at  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  the  city  government,  and  the  fifth  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Meriden,  holding  that  otfice  in  1875  and  1876. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  State  senator  from  ^leriden 
district,  and  was  frequently  solicited  to  accept  other 
offices,  but  increasing  business  cares  and  failing 
health  prevented  him  from  accepting  the  same. 
With  all  his  business  affairs  Mr.  \Vilcox  never  neg- 
lected church  matters.  His  connection  with  the 
First  Congregational  Society  began  many  years  ago. 
He  was  always  one  of  the  heaviest  contributors,  and 
served  on  the  building  committee  which  had  in 
charge  the  building  of  the  present  beautiful  edifice. 
Up  to  1884  he  was  on  the  Society's  committees  con- 
nected' with  that  organization. 

On  Aug.  3,  1849,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  to 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  Jabez  Smith,  of  Middletown. 
She  died  in  1864,  and  on  May  31,  1865,  he  married 
Ellen  M.,  daughter  of  Edmund  Parker.  To  the 
first  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows :  Ella 
Augusta  (now  Mrs.  William  P.  Morgan  of  San 
F'rancisco),  Georgine,  Walter  and  AUyn.  To  the 
second  marriage  were  born  George  Horace,  since 
his  father's  death,  president  of  the  Britannia  Com- 
pany;  Dwight  P.,  deceased;  Horace,  deceased;  and 
Florence  Cornwell. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilcox  one  of  the  ]\Ieriden 
papers  thus  referred  to  his  life: 

Mr.  Wilcox  will  be  mourned  in  Meriden  not  as  an  emi- 
nently successful  business  man,  not  as  a  founder  and  pro- 
moter of  great  enterprises  that  have  made  Meriden  known 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  not  as  an  able  and  faithful 
servant  of  the  people  in  positions  of  public  trust  that  he 
had  occupied,  through  he  was  all  of  these  and  more.  He 
will  be  mourned  as  a  friend  would  be  by  every  member  of 
the  c.immunity.  The  vast  business  enterprises  in  which  he 
engaged  set  the  pace  for  the  progress  of  .Meriden  from  an 
insignificant  country  village  to  the  proud  position  she  now 
holds  among  the  manufacturing  centers  of  the  country,  and 
how  rapid  and  successful  that  pace  has  been,  there  are 
plenty  r.f  our  citi/ens  who  know  from  memory  and  expeir- 
ence.  The  Meriden  Britannia  Company,  whose  goods  are 
known  throughout  the  civilized  world;  the  Wilcox  and  White 


Organ  Co.,  almost  as  well  known,  although  an  infant  in 
years  by  comparison;  the  Meriden  .Silver  Plate  Co.,  the 
Waterbury  &:  Connecticut  River  Kailroad~all  these  are 
lasting  tnl)Utes  to  the  business  sagacity,  the  indomitable 
pluck  and  tireless  enterprise  of  Horace  C.  Wilcox.  He 
was  no  pampered  child  of  fortune,  neither  was  he  a  self- 
made  man  of  the  stamp  that  builds  upon  the  misfortunes  of 
others.  His  great  wealth  was  the  reward  of  his  own  hard, 
persistent  endeavor,  aided  by  the  native  sagacity  and  rug- 
ged honesty  that  characterized  the  best  and  noblest  of  New 
England's  sons. 

-Mr.  Wilcox  was  a  loyal  and  influential  Republican  and 
his  sound  judgment  and  faithful  service  will  be  missed  in 
the  councils  of  his  party.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest 
in  local  affairs,  and  his  advice  and  influence  was  always  lor 
the  best  interests  of  Meriden. 

Although  Mr.  Wilcox  had  reached  that  period  in  his 
career  when  he  might  have  taken  things  easy,  so  to  speak, 
he  still  insisted  upon  close  attention  to  business,  even 
against  the  advice  of  his  physician,  who  feared  for  the  con- 
sequences to  one  in  such  delicate  health  as  .Mr.  Wilcox  dur- 
ing the  past  six  years.  The  bi^eaking  down  of  the  physical 
man  could  not  conquer  the  wonderful  will  power  and  energy 
that  enabled  him  to  make  such  progress  in  the  battle  of  life. 
He  fought  manfully  to  the  last,  although  he  must  have  been 
conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  unequal  struggle  could  have 
but  one  ending. 

To  his  business  associates  who  have  for  so  many  years 
shared  with  him  the  responsibilities  and  success  of  his 
career,  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilcox  must  come  in  the  nature  of 
personal  affliction.  The  ties  that  death  rudely  sundered 
were  those  that  twine  about  the  heart  and  thrive  upon  the 
noblest  sentiment  thai  man  can  entertain  for  man.  They 
have  been  the  growth  of  years  of  business  and  social  rela- 
tions—years that  have  brought  honor  and  prosperity  to  ail 
concerned. 

To  the  hundreds  of  working  people  who  are  now  and 
have  been  in  the  past  employes  of  the  great  business  con- 
cerns of  which  .vlr.  Wilcox  was  the  head,  the  loss  wiil 
come  with  a  force  hardly  less  impressive.  Mr.  Wilcox,  as 
is  well  known,  was  a  man  of  the  people  and  knew  how  to 
create  and  preserve  the  relations  that  should  exist  between 
employer  and  employe. 

Of  the  loss  to  his  family  nothing  need  be  said.  They 
have  lost  a  kind  and  indulgent  husband  and  father,  and  to 
them  the  sympathies  of  the  community  go  out  in  tais  hi.  ur 
of  their  great  aflliclion. 

NATHANIEL  JOCELYX,  artist,  was  born  -i 
New  Haven,  January  31,  1796.  His  father,  Simeon 
Jocelyn,  was  noted  especially  for  his  skill  111  m.tthe- 
matics.  The  son  learned  the  art  of  watchmaking, 
but  when  only  fifteen  began  a  thorough  course  of 
study  in  drawing,  with  himself  as  instructor,  and 
three  years  later  he  apprenticed  himself  to  an 
engraver.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Tisdale.  Danforth  &  Willard 
in  the  Hartford  Graphic  &  Bank  Note  Engraving 
Co.  and  later,  with  ^Nlr.  Danforth,  he  virtuailv 
founded  the  National  Bank  Note  Engraving  Co. 

In  1820  Mr.  Jocelyn  gave  up  engraving,  chang- 
ing the  graver  for  the  pencil,  and  soon  after  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  portrait  painter  in  New  Ha- 
ven, demonstrating  his  capacity  to  transfer,  to  can- 
vas, faithful  likenesses.  His  skill  was  the  theme 
of  conversation  and  there  was  a  common  desire  to 
'  secure  portraits  painted  by  him,  many  of  which  con- 
tinue to  whisper  of  his  fame.  Several  of  his  por- 
traits appeared  in  the  first  exhibition  of  the  Natiorial 
Academy,  and  in  1849  he  was  elected  academician. 
He  was  also  elected  honorarv  member  of  the  Phil- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


195 


adelpliia  Art  Union.  In  1830  he  traveled  and  stud- 
ied in  Europe  with  his  friend,  Prof.  S.  F.  B.  Morse, 
inventor  of  the  telegraph  system.  In  1844  he  re- 
ceived the  gold  palette  for  the  best  portrait  ex- 
hibited in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  Yale  Por- 
trait Catalogue  shows  that  more  of  the  portraits 
owned  by  the  University  were  painted  by  Jocelyn 
than  by  any  other  artist  except  Col.  Trumbull. 

When  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  was  re- 
vised in  J847  all  the  words  pertaining  to  portraiture 
were  intrusted  to  Mr.  Jocelyn  and  found  their  way 
into  that  work  as  they  left  his  pen.  His  name  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  his  definitions.  As  a 
teacher  he  had  among  his  pupils  Thomas  Rossiter, 
William  Oliver  Stone  and  other  artists  of  note. 
Later  he  served  for  many  years,  with  great  suc- 
cess, at  the  head  of  the  art  department  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bank  Xote  Co.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders,  and  still  later  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness and  returned  to  New  Haven  to  exercise  his 
art.  His  studio  was  amid  the  pleasantest  of  sur- 
roundings in  the  Yale  Art  Building,  a  structure 
in  the  erection  of  which  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Street, 
he  had  manifested  so  much  interest.  H.  W.  French, 
in  giving  a  history  of  Yale  Art  School,  in  his  in- 
troductory chapter  to  "Art  and  Artists  in  Connecti- 
cut"' says:  "Mr.  Jocelyn's  influence  has  been  pow- 
erful for  art  throughout  his  long  residence  in  the 
city;  and  Mr.  Street  many  times  confessed  that  it 
was  chiefly  through  suggestions  and  appeals  of  Mr. 
Jocelyn  that  the  fact  of  this  important  lack  was 
impressed  upon  his  mind.  Hence,  in  a  sense,  the 
art  school  owes  its  existence  no  less  to  Mr.  Jocelyn 
than  to  its  founder,  Mr.  Street."  An  enthusiastic 
spirit  tempted  him  early  in  life  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  art  into  large  real-estate  transactions,  the 
laying  out  of  streets  and  the  inauguration  of  many 
improvements  that  are  the  pride  of  New  Haven  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Jocelyn's  common  ancestry  with  the  Trum- 
bull family,  which  gave  Connecticut  three  govern- 
ors and  the  renowned  "soldier-artist,"'  Col.  John 
Trumbull,  is  traceable  from  Capt.  John  Higley.  who 
came  from  England  to  Windsor  in  1666,  later  re- 
moving to  Simsbury.  John  Higley  was  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  Assembly  for  thirty-seven  terms  in 
twenty-two  years,  and  was  proniiner.riv  identified 
with  the  discovery  and  development  of  the.  rich  cop- 
per mines  in  Granby,  which  afterward  became  the 
"Newgate""  of  Connecticut.  In  view  of  the  artistic 
talent  which  displayed  itself  in  both  Col.  Trumbull 
and  Nathaniel  Jocelyn,  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
an  historian  has  referred  especially  to  the  skill  as 
an  artist  of  Capt.  Higley"s  son.  Dr.  Samuel  Higley, 
from  whom  ^Ir.  Jocelyn  is  descended.  The  cur- 
rency known  as  "Higley  coppers."'  specimens  of 
which  are  on  exhibition  at  the  Connecticut  Histori- 
cal Society  in  Hartford  and  the  United  States  Mint 
at  Philadelphia,  were  designed  and  manufactured 
by  this  Dr.  Higley,  who  also  owned  the  mines. 

Mr.  Jocelyn  was  a  quiet  yet  cordial  sympathizer 


with  the  slave.  The  story  of  the  Amistad  Africans 
v/ho  were  captured  by  the  Spaniards  for  slaves  and 
brought  into  the  \tovX.  of  New  Haven  is  a  matter  of 
history  and  familiar  to  all.  Mr.  Jocelyn  was  much 
interested  in  their  behalf  and  painted  the  picture 
of  the  African  leader,  Cinquez,  which  now  hangs 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  is  also  a  fine  painting  of  the  artist  him- 
self, by  Harry  Thompson. 

Until  his  death,  which  occurred  Janiiary  13,  1881, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  at  his  home  on  York 
street,  in  New  Haven,  he  was  for  forty-six  years 
deacon  of  the  North  Congregational  Church,  of 
New  Haven.  He  was  widely  known  as  a  man  of 
scholarly  tastes,  an  extensive  reader  and  one  of  the 
best  authorities  on  events  of  the  past,  both  local 
and  general.  In  announcing  his  death  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  said:  "Fifty  years  ago 
the  name  of  Jocelyn  was  better  known  on  the  face 
of  a  bank  note  than  the  name  of  the  bank  itself. 
His  portraits  were  among  the  cleverest  works  of  the 
kind  produced  in  this  country.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  bank  note  companies 
and  was  a  leader  in  the  highest  style  of  art  for 
more  than  two  generations." 

The  following  letter  appropriately  serves  to  pre- 
serve his   memory : 

National  Academy  of  Desigx, 
Cor.   23d   Street   and  4th   .Avenue. 
New  York,  Jan'y.  25,  1881. 
To  Mr.  Jocelyn  P.   Clcavcland, 
Dear  Sir: 

The  Academy  desires  to  express  its  high  regard  for 
the  memory  of  its  venerable  and  esteemed  Iionorary  mem- 
ber, the  late  Nathaniel  Jocelyn,  and  its  sympathy  with 
his  bereaved  family  and   friends. 

As  a  member  of  the  .\cademy  in  its  earliest  years, 
and  as  an  active  and  efficient  fellow  worker  with  its 
founders,  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  Mr.  Jocelyn  is 
remembered  and  lamented  by  his  contemporaries  who  sur- 
vive him,  and  by  the  later  generation  of  artists,  by  whom 
his  good  life  and  works  are  not  less  known  and  appreci- 
ated. 

In  his  long  and  honorable  career,  he  had  the  happi- 
ness to  witness  the  growth  of  the  .Academj-.  in  whose 
progress  he  was  so  greatly  interested,  and  to  share  alike 
its  early  trials  and  its  late  triumphs :  contributing  always, 
both  in  its  darker  and  in  its  brighter  days,  his  full  quota 
of  successful  work. 

His  prolonged  life  embraced,  indeed,  nearly  the  whole 
period  of  the  history  of  .American  art;  and  to  have  filled 
a  worthy  and  useful  place  in  such  a  history  is  a  lasting 
monument  to  his  memory  and  a  noble  record  for  his  pos- 
terity. 

With  great  respect,  I  am.  dear  sir. 
Truly  yours. 

[Signed]  T.  Addison  Rich.'vrds. 

Car.  Sec.  N.  A. 

Mr.  Jocelyn  married  July  5.  i8r8.  Sarah  At- 
water,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Plant,  of  New 
Haven.  They  had  seven  children,  one  son  and  six 
daughters,  the  son  dying  in  childhood. 

JOCELYN  PLANT  CLEA\'ELAND.  LL.  B., 
lawyer,  son  of  Rev.  James  Bradford  and  Elizabeth 
H.    (Jocelyn)    Cleaveland,   was   born   in   New   Ha- 
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ven  August  22,  1853,  in  York  street,  where  he  Hved 
and  died,  at  what  had  been  for  many  generations 
the  ancestral  lioine.  His  father  was  a  Connecticut 
Congregational  minister  of  ability  and  his  mother 
is  a  well-known  writer  of  verse.  His  maternal 
gtandfather  was  the  late  Nathaniel  Jocelyn,  of 
whose  noteworthy  career  as  a  portrait  painter  this 
book  makes  honorable  mention.  The  ancestral  line 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  dates  back  not  only  to 
five  of  tile  ''Mayflower''  pilgrims,  among  them 
Gov.  William  Bradford  and  John  Howland,  but  to 
those  of  an  earlier  age,  the  Alsopps,  of  King  John's 
time,  the  Drakes,  of  Exmouth  fame,  and  the  Honey- 
woods,  of  the  time  of  Henry  H. 

In  addition  to  the  other  ancestral  lines,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work  in  the  sketch  of  his 
brother,  Judge  Livingston  \\'.  Cleaveland,  the  gene- 
alogical record  is  directly  traceable  to  several  early 
settlers  of  distinctly  local  interest,  among  them 
William  Peck,  Richard  ]\Iiles  and  Richard.  Bald- 
win. 

William  Peck,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1637 
with  Govs.  Eaton  and  Hopkins  and  Rev.  John  Dav- 
enport, signed  the  first  compact  for  the  Xew  Ha- 
ven Colony  in  June,  1639,  and  was  an  original  pro- 
prietor and  freeman,  and  deacon  of  the  original 
cluirch,  the   First   Church  of  Xew  Haven. 

Richard  Miles,  also  deacon  of  the  First  Church, 
was  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  both  Xew  Haven 
and  ^lilford,  where  he  was  one  of  the  judges  in 
civil  affairs.  Stone  Xo.  4.  in  the  Milford  Memorial 
Bridge,  being  specifically  set  apart  to  his  memory. 

Richard  Baldwin  was  one  of  the  settlers  of  Mil- 
ford,  a  member  of  the  General  Court  and  one  of 
the  committee  "for  ye  consummating  of  matters  be- 
twixt Connecticutt  and  us,"  when  the  two  colonies 
were  joined  in  1664.  His  name  is  perpetuated  by 
Slone  Xo.  7  in  the  Milford  Memorial  Bridge. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  after  preliminary 
work  in  the  Xew  Haven  preparatory  schools,  and  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Scientific  Department  of  Yale 
College,  entered  Yale  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1876,  being  admitted  to  the  X'ew 
Haven  County  Bar  the  same  year.  Here  in  his 
native  city  he  practiced  his  profession  for  five  years, 
being  for  four  years  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Wright  &  Harrison  in  the  Xational  X'ew  Haven 
Bank  Building,  and  for  one  year  preceding  his  death 
in  business  for  himself  in  the  Cutler  building.  His 
career,  bright  with  hope,  came  to  a  sudden  end  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven,  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  15,  1881,  being  the  result  of  over-exertion  in 
the  sun.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Xorth  Congre- 
gational Church  and  of  its  choir  and  nuisical  direc- 
tor in  its  mission  Sunday-school.  He  was  con- 
nected with  the  State  Militia,  serving  in  Company 
F,  Second  Regiment,  C.  X.  G.  (Xew  Haven  Grays), 
and  was  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  i,  F.  & 
A.  M. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Cleaveland  was 
contemplatin,g    publishing    a   book    relative    to    the 


rights  and  duties  of  police  officers  and  the  board  of 
police  commissioners.  Especially  interested  in  the 
dangers  encountered  by  brakcnien,  he  was  gather- 
ing facts  that  he  might  secure  legislation  in  their 
behalf.  Hojieful,  considerate  of  the  interests  of 
others  more  than  of  his  own,  persevering,  an  earnest 
and  ingenious  pleader  at  the  Bar,  he  was  the  life 
oi  the  social  circle  and  gave  early  promise  of  success 
in  the  vocation  he  had  chosen. 

The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  brother 
lawyers  is  indicated  by  the  following  resolutions 
adopted  at  the  meeting  of  the  Xew  Haven  County 
Bar  held  in  his  honor: 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  witli  profound  sorrow  the 
death  of  Jocelyn  P.  Cleaveland,  one  of  the  junior  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar.  who.  by  God's  all  wise  providence,  has 
suddenly  been  called  from  our  midst  in  the  full  vigor  and 
energy  of  his  early  manhood  ,while  yet  at  the  threshold 
of  his  professional  life. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  late  brother,  this 
Bar  has  lost  a  diligent  student,  a  genial  and  social  mem- 
ber, and  a  conscientious  gentleman,  who  by  h-.s  earnest 
application  and  strict  attention  to  his  profes'sional  duties, 
bid  fair  to  become  an  able  lawyer. 

Mr.  Cleaveland  was  never  married.  In  addition 
to  his  mother  and  brother,  above  referred  to,  he  is 
survived  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Rice,  of 
Granby,  Conn.  A  younger  brother,  Foster  Wild 
Cleaveland,  died  in  infancy  in  1856.  His  father 
died  in   1S89. 

JUDGE  LIVIXGSTOX  WARXER  CLEA\"E- 
LAXD,  LL.  B.,  M.  L.,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Xew  Haven  County  Bar  for  about  twenty-one  years 
and  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Xew'  Ha- 
ven for  the  past  seven  years. 

Born  January  31,  i860,  in  South  Egremont, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  Judge  Cleaveland  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Rev.  James  Bradford  and  Elizabeth  H. 
(Jocelyn)  Cleaveland,  and  is  descended  on  both 
sides  from  prominent  and  historic  Xew  England  an- 
cestry. The  direct  line  of  descent  on  the  father's 
side  is  from  Gov.  William  Bradford,  the  historian  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  on  his  mother's  from 
John  Howland  and  Elizabeth  Tilley  and  the  parents 
of  the  latter,  all  passengers  on  the  "Mayflower"  iir 
1620. 

Moses  Cleveland,  from  whom  Judge  Cleaveland 
is  descended,  was  the  'first  American  ancestor  of  the 
Cleaveland  family.  He  came  from  Ipswich,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  England,  in  1635,  locating  in 
Woburn,  Mass. ;  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward Winn,  and  died  aboi.t  1701.  Several  of  his 
sons  settled  in  what  is  now  Canterbury,  Conn., 
about  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  to 
them  many  of  the  name  in  Connecticut  trace  their 
ancestry.  Moses  Cleveland's  son,  Samuel,  from 
whom  Judge  Cleaveland  is  descended,  was  one  of 
the  seven  who  founded  the  first  church  at  Canter- 
bury June   13,   171 1. 

Our  subject's  father,  Rev.  James  B.  Cleaveland, 
who  died  in  1889,  was  a  Congregational  clerg].-man 
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of  talent  and  courage.  He  was  pastor  over 
cliurclies  in  Connecticut  for  many  years,  having 
been  previously  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  South  Egreniont,  Mass.  James  1>. 
Cleaveland  graduated  from  Yale  in  1847,  ^"i'  from 
Yale  Seminary  several  years  later,  lly  common 
ancestry  Judge  Cleaveland  is  related,  paternally, 
to  three  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  John  Ad- 
ams, John  Ouincy  Adams  and  Grover  Cleveland, 
and  to  one  Connecticut  governor.  Gov.  Chauncey 
I'.  Cleveland,  the  latter  being  also  descended  from 
Moses  Cleveland. 

Judge  Cleaveland's  mother  is  a  woman  of  cul- 
ture and  a  poetess  of  recognized  ability,  her  poem 
"No  Sects  in  Heaven"  having  been  widely  read  in 
both  this  country  and  England.  Her  father,  Na- 
thaniel Jocelyn,  was  a  noted  portrait  painter  and 
engraver  and  founder  of  the  National  Bank  Note 
Engraving  Co.  In  1844  he  won  the  gold  palette 
given  as  a  prize  for  the  best  portrait  by  a  Connecti- 
cut artist.  A  sketch  of  Mr.  Jocelyn's  life  appears 
elsewhere  in   this  work. 

Judge  Cleaveland  is  related,  maternally,  by  com- 
mon ancestry,  to  the  illustrious  Trumbull  family, 
which  furnished  Connecticut  with  three  chief  mag- 
istrates, including  Washington's  "Brother  Jona- 
than," the  first  Gov.  Trumbull. 

Judge  Cleaveland  was  admitted  to  the  Connecti- 
cut Bar  at  New  Haven  in  1881,  at  the  time  of  his 
graduation  from  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  the  year  1887-88,  while 
practicing  his  profession,  he  took  graduate  work  at 
Yale,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  L.  from  the  Uni- 
versity in  1888.  He  was  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  law  until  his  election  to  the  Probate 
Bench,  in  1894.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  is  the  only  Republican  who  has  ever 
been  honored  with  an  election  to  the  Probate  Judge- 
ship for  the  District  of  New  Haven,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Hon.  Francis  Wayland,  now  Dean  of  the 
Law  Department  of  Yale  University,  who  was 
elected  just  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  The 
Probate  District  over  which  Judge  Cleaveland  pre- 
sides comprises  the  citv  of  New  Haven  and  all  ad- 
joining towns,  and  is  the  most  important  district  in 
the  State.  The  term  is  two  years.  In  this  Dem- 
ocratic stronghold  our  subject  has  been  elected  four 
times,  the  first  time  by  over  one  thousand  plurality, 
although  his  popular  competitor  had  held  the  office 
for  eight  years  and  had  carried  the  previous  election 
bv  about  five  thousand  majority.  In  1896  Judge 
Cleaveland  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  over 
three  thousand  and  he  was  again  re-elected  in  1898, 
in  which  year  he  was  the  only  candidate  on  the 
Republican  ticket  to  carry  the  city  of  New  Haven. 
In  1900,  at  the  Presidential  election,  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  Judgeship.  At  this  election  Brvan 
carried  the  city.  The  normal  Democratic  plurality 
in  the  city  was  over  fifteen  hundred,  but  the  Judge, 
running  far  ahead  of  any  other  candidate  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  National,  State  or  local,  carried 


the  city  by  eleven  hundred  and  the  district  by  over 
twenty-two  hundred.  His  first  election  of  signifi- 
cance to  public  office  was  in  1890,  when  he  was 
elected  to  r.epresent  the  Tenth  ward  in  the  Board 
of  Councilmen  of  the  city  of  New  Haven  for  the 
year  189 1.  In  1891  he  was  re-elected  for  the  year 
1892.  During  both  years  he  served  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Ordinances.  In  the  year  1891  he  was  chosen 
by  the  Board  of  Councilmen  as  its  Republican  rep- 
restative  on  the  Board  of  Finance  for  the  city  of 
New  Haven.  For  a  number  of  years  Judg>.-  Cleave- 
land has  been  the  cnl\'  commi.-'i'ioner  of  deetls  in 
New  England,  outside  of  Boston,  for  all  the  States 
and  territories  and  the  principal  Canadian  prov- 
inces. 

Socially  Judge  Cleaveland  is  a  member  of  the 
^Massachusetts  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants ; 
has  been  the  presiding  officer  of  Yale  Conclave,  Im- 
proved Order  Heptasophs,  in  the  supreme  body  of 
w  hich  fraternal  order  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Supreme  Committee  on  Laws  in  1894-96;  for  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Republican 
Club,  of  New  Haven ;  for  fifteen  years  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  local  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, of  which  for  several  years  he  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Educational  Department :  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  e.xecutive  committee  of  the  State 
Association.  For  thirteen  years  he  has  been  su- 
perintendent of  the  English  Hall  Sunday-school,  of 
which  he  had  previously  been  assistant  superin- 
tendent for  four  years.  In  1900  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  New  Haven  Congregational  Club 
and  has  twice  filled  the  position  of  president  of  the 
Men's  Club  of  the  United  Church. 

The  Judge  is  tmmarried  and  lives  with  his 
mother  in  New  Haven.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Robert 
L.  Rice,  resides  in  Granby.  Conn.  His  brother, 
Jocelyn  P.  Cleaveland,  who  was  also  a  New  Haven 
attorney,  died  in  1881,  and  reference  is  made  to 
the  sketch  of  his  life,  found  elsewhere  in  this  bi- 
ographical record,  for  ancestral  lines  not  repeated 
here. 

WHITNEY.  The  name  of  Whitney  has  been 
a  familiar  one  in  England  since  the  Norman  Con- 
quest. The  first  Whitney  was  a  son  or  grandson 
of  Sir  Turstin,  one  of  the  Conqueror's  Knights,  and 
standard  bearer  at  the  battle  of  Hastings.  The 
early  Lords  of  Whitnev  made  themselves  famous 
by  their  invasion  of  Wales.  In  1284  King  Ed  ward 
I  granted  a  "free  warren"  to  Sir  Eustace  de  Why- 
teneye,  and  in  1368  Robert  de  Whitney  journeyed 
to  2klilan  in  companx-  with  the  Duke  of  Clarence. 
Twenty  years  later  Sir  Robert  Whitney  negotiated 
a  treaty  in  Flanders,  was  a  member  of  Parliament 
in  1391.  was  Royal  Commissioner  to  France  in  i  ^03. 
Knight  Marshal  to  Ireland  in  1394.  and  was  killed 
at  the  capture  of  Edmund  Mortimer"  in  1402. 
In  1404  Roljert  Whitney,  doubtless  a  son  of  the  fore- 
going Robert,  was  granted  Clifford  Castle  and  the 
Lordships   of     Clifford     and     Glasbury.        Several 
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Knig^hts,  ancestors  of  the  Wliitneys  of  to-day,  gave 
up  their  lives  on  the  field  of  Agiiicourt  in  1415.  In 
1455.  James  I.  sent  Sir  Eustace  Whitney  to  Wales, 
as  Royal  Commissioner  charged  with  tjie  arrest  of 
Grififith  Ap  Nicholas. 

The  bard,  Glyn  Cothi,  about  1470,  dedicated  a 
poem  to  Robert  Whitney,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
latter's  marriage  to  Alice  \'aughn.  This  Robert 
was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Constance 
Touchett.  granddaughter  of  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and 
a  descendant  from  the  Xorman  and  Plantagenct 
Kings.  By  this  second  marriage  were  born  Robert's 
children.  In  1540  a  second  royal  line  of  descent  was 
acquired  for  future  generations  by  a  marriage  with 
the  Baskervilles. 

The  Whitneys  continued  to  be  prominent  at 
court,  and  upon  the  occasion  of  the  coronation  of 
Anne  Boleyn,  Henry  \TII  nominated  one  of  them 
Knight  of  the  Bath.  Once  again  before  the  emigra- 
tion to  America  was  the  representative  of  tjiis  noble 
family,  lauded  in  immortal  verse ;  John  Whitney 
was  an  attendant  upon  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  lamentable  death  Roger  Ascham 
produced  one  of  his  best  poems  as  a  memorial. 

For  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  years  the  Whit- 
ney family,  of  which  those  now  residing  in  New 
Haven  constitute  a  part,  has  been  identified  with 
New  England,  and  for  more  than  one  hundred  years 
Eli  Whitney,  the  inventor  and  manufacturer,  of  cot- 
ton-gin fame,  his  son  and  grandson,  in  turn,  each 
bearing  the  Christian  name  of  the  honored  father 
and  grandfather,  together  with  the  families  with 
which  they  have  been  allied  bv  marriage,  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  Xew  Haven. 

John  Whitney,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Xew 
Haven  family  under  consideration  was  born  in  1589, 
in  England,  and  dwelt  in  the  parish  of  Isleworth- 
on-the-Thames  from  May.  1619.  to  January.  1623-4. 
and  came  from  London  to  Watertown,  Mass.,  in 
1635.  His  first  wife.  Elinor,  died  in  1659  ^"d  he 
died  in  1673,  both  in  Watertown. 

From  this  John  Whitney,  Eli  Whitney,  of  N'ew 
Haven,  president  of  the  Xew  Haven  Water  Co., 
and  a  leading  business  man  and  citizen  of  that  city, 
is  a  descendant  in  the  ninth  generation,  his  line  of 
descent  being  through  John  (2),  Xathaniel.  Xathan- 
iel  (2),  Nathaniel  V3),  Eli,  Eli  (2),  and  Eli  (3). 

(II)  John  Whitney  (2),  son  of  John,  the  emi- 
grant ancestor,  born  in  1620,  in  England,  married  in 
1642,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Robert  Reynolds,  of  Water- 
town,  Wethersfield  and  Boston,  and  resided  in 
Watertown.     He  died  in  1692. 

(III)  Xathaniel  ^\'hitney.  son  of  John  (2), 
born  in  February,  1646,  in  Waterbury,  married  in 
1673,  Sarah  Hager.  who  died  in  1746.  He  resided 
in  Weston.  Mass.,  and  died  in  1732. 

(IV)  Xathaniel  Whitney  (2).  son  of  Nathaniel, 
born  in  1675,  in  Watertown.  married  in  1695,  Mercy 
Robinson  and  lived  in  Watertown.  She  died  in 
1740.  and  he  died  in  1730. 

(V)  Nathaniel  Whitney   (3),  son  of  Nathaniel 


(2),  born  in  i6<;6,  married  in  1721,  Mary  Child, 
and  settled  in  Westboro.     I'oth  died  in  1776. 

(VT)  Eli  Whitney,  son  of  Xathaniel  (3),  bap- 
tized in  1740,  married  (first)  in  1765,  Elizabeth 
Fay,  who  died  in  1777.  He  was  born  and  always 
resided  in  Westboro,  where  he  was  a  prominent  man. 
He  saw  active  service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
as  a  member  of  Capt.  Baker's  company.  He  died  in 
1807. 

(VII)  Eli  Whitnev  (2),  son  of  Eli,  and  the 
grandfather  of  Eli  Whitney,  president  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Water  Company  was  born  Dec.  8.  1765,  irt 
Westboro,  Mass.  During  the  Revolutionary  war, 
as  a  boy,  he  was  engaged  in  making  nails  by  hanrl. 
Subsequently,  by  his  industry  as  an  artisan  and  bv 
teaching,  he  was  able  to  defray  his  expenses  at 
Yale,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1792.  In  the 
same  year  he  went  to  Georgia  v.nder  an  engagem-.int 
as  a  private  tutor,  but  on  arriving  tliere  found  that 
the  place  had  been  filled.  He  then  accepted  the  in- 
vitation of  the  widow  of  Gen.  Xathaniel  Greene  to 
make  her  place  at  Mulberry  Grove,  on  the  Savannah 
river,  his  home  while  he  studied  law.  Several 
articles  that  he  had  devised  for  Mrs.  Greene's  con- 
venience gave  her  great  faith  in  his  inventive  power, 
and  when  some  of  her  visitors  regretted  that  there 
could  be  no  profit  in  the  cultivation  of  the  green 
seed-cotton,  which  was  considered  the  best  variety, 
owing  to  the  great  difficulty  or  separating  it  from 
the  seed,  she  advised  them  to  apply  to  Whitney, 
"who,"  she  said,  "could  make  anything."  A  pound 
of  green  seed-cotton  was  all  that  a  negro  woman 
could,  at  that  period,  clean  in  a  day.  ^Ir.  Whitney 
up  to  that  time  had  seen  neither  the  raw  cotton  nor 
the  cotton  seed,  but  he  at  once  procured  some  cotton, 
from  which  the  seeds  had  been  removed,  although 
with  trouble,  as  it  was  not  the  season  of  the  year  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  plant,  and  began  to  work  out 
his  idea  of  the  cotton-gin.  He  was  occupied  for 
some  months  in  constructing  his  machine,  during 
which  he  met  with  great  difficulty,  be^ng  compelled' 
to  draw  the  necessary  ironwire  himself,  as  he  could 
obtain  none  in  Savannah,  and  to  manufacture  his 
own  iron  tools.  Xear  the  end  of  1792.  he  succeeded' 
in  making  a  gin.  of  which  the  principle  and  mechan- 
ism are  exceedingly  sim])le.  Its  main  features  are  a 
cylinder  four  feet  long  and  five  inches  in  diameter, 
upon  which  is  set  a  series  of  circular  saws  half  an 
inch  apart  and  projecting  two  inches  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  revolving  cylinilcr.  .A  mass  of  cotton  in 
the  seed,  separated  from  the  cylinder  b}-  a  steel  grat- 
ing, is  brought  in  contact  with  the  numerous  teeth 
in  the  cylinder.  These  teeth  catch  the  cotton  while 
playing  between  the  bars,  which  allow  the  lint,  but 
not  the  seed,  to  pass.  Beneath  the  saws  is  a  set  of 
stiff  brushes  on  anotlier  cvlinder.  revolving  in  an 
opposite  direction,  which  brush  off  from  the  s.iw 
teeth  the  lint  that  these  have  just  pulled  from  the 
seed.  There  is  also  a  revolving  fan  for  producing  a 
current  of  air  to  throw  the  light  and  downy  lint  that 
i'l  thus  liberated  to  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
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revolving  saws  and  brushes.  Such  are  the  essential 
principles  of  the  cotton-gin  as  invented  by  Whitney, 
and  as  it  is  still  used,  but  in  various  details  and 
workmanship  it  has  been  the  subject  of  many  im- 
provements, the  object  of  which  has  been  to  pick  the 
cotton  more  perfectly  from  the  seed,  to  prevent  the 
teeth  from  cutting  the  staple,  and  to  give  greater 
regularity  to  the  operation  of  the  machine.  By  its 
use  the  planter  was  able  to  clean  for  market,  by  the 
labor  of  one  man,  one  thousand  pounds  of  cotton  in 
place  of  five  or  six  by  hand.  Mrs.  Greene  and 
Phineas  Miller  were  the  only  ones  permitted  to  see 
the  machine,  but  rumors  of  it  had  gone  through  the 
State,  and  before  it  was  quite  finished,  the  building 
in  which  it  was  placed  was  broken  into  at  night  and 
the  machine  was  carried  of?.  Before  he  could  com- 
plete his  model  and  obtain  patent,  a  number  of  ma- 
chines, based  on  his  invention,  had  been  surrepti- 
tiously made,  and  were  in  operation.  In  May,  1793, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Miller,_  who  had 
some  property,  and  went  to  Connecticut  to  manu- 
facture the  machines,  but  he  became  involved  in 
continual  trouble  by  infringement  of  his  patent.  In 
Georgia  it  was  boldlv  asserted  that  he  was  not  the 
inventor,  but  that  something  like  it  had  been  pro- 
duced in  Switzerland,  and  it  was  claimed  that  the 
substitution  of  teeth  cut  in  an  iron  plate  for  wire 
prevented  an  infringement  on  his  invention.  He 
had  sixty  law  suits  pending  before  he  secured  a 
verdict  in  his  favor.  In  South  Carolina  the  Legisla- 
ture granted  him  $50,000,  which  was  finally  paid 
after  vexatious  delays  and  lawsuits.  North  Caro- 
lina allowed  him  a  percentage  for  the  use  of  each 
saw  for  five  years,  and  collected  and  paid  it  over  to 
the  i>atentees  in  good  faith,  and  Tennessee  promised 
to  do  the  same  thing,  but  afterwards  rescinded  her 
contract.  For  years  amid  accumulated  misfortunes. 
law  suits  wrongfullv  decided  against  him.  the  de- 
struction of  his  manufactory  by  tire,  the  industrious 
circulation  of  the  report  that  his  machine  injured 
the  fiber  of  the  cotton,  the  refusal  of  Congress,  on 
account  of  the  Southern  opposition,  to  allow  the 
patent  to  be  renewed,  and  the  death  of  his  partner. 
Mr.  Whitney  struggled  on  until  he  was  convinced 
that  he  should  never  receive  a  just  compensation 
for  his  invention.  At  the  time  of  his  invention, 
cotton  was  exported  to  the  amount  of  only  189,500 
pounds,  while  in  1803,  owing  to  the  use  of  his  gin, 
it  had  risen  to  more  than  41.000,000  pounds. 

Despairing  of  ever  gaining  a  competence,  Mr. 
W^hitney  turned  his  attention  in  1798  to  the  manu- 
facture of  fire  arms  near  Xew  Hiaven.  from  which 
he  eventually  gained  a  fortune.  He  was  the  first 
manufacturer  of  fire  arms  to  efifect  the  division  of 
labor  to  the  extent  of  making  it  the  duty  of  each 
workman  to  make  interchangeable  the  parts  of  the 
thousands  of  arms  in  process  of  manufacture  at  the 
same  time.  This  interchangeable  system  has  now 
extended  to  the  manufacture  of  watches,  sewing 
machines,  etc.  His  first  contract  was  with  the 
United    States   Government     for    10,000    stand   of 


I  muskets,  to  be  furnished  in  or  about  two  years.  For 
1  the  execution  of  this  order  he  took  two  years  for 
j  preparation  and  eight  more  for  completiijn.  (fe 
gave  bonds  for  $30,000.  and  was  to  receive  $13.40 
for  each  musket,  or  $134,000  in  all.  Immetliately 
;  he  began  to  build  an  armory  at  the  foot  of  East  Rock 
j  two  miles  from  Xew  Haven,  in  the  village  of  Whit- 
I  neyville,  where,  through  the  successive  administra- 
i  tions,  from  that  of  John  Adams,  repeated  contracts 
■  for  the  supply  of  arms  were  made  and  fulfillerl  to 
i  the  entire  approbation  of  the  government.  The 
1  construction  of  his  armory,  and  even  of  the  com- 
I  monest  tools  which  were  devised  by  him  for  the 
'  prosecution  of  the  business  in  a  manner  peculiar  to 
i  himself,  evinced  the  fertility  of  his  genius  and  the 
;  precision  of  his  mind.  The  buildings  became  the 
model  by  which  the  national  armories  were  after- 
i  wards  arranged,  and  many  of  his  improvements 
i  were  taken  to  other  establishments  and  have  become 
[  common  property.  Owing  to  his  unpleasant  experi- 
i  ences  with  patent  laws,  he  never  applied  for  patents 
[  on  any  of  these  inventions.  His  improvements  in 
j  the  manufacture  of  arms  laid  this  country  under  per- 
\  n-'anent  obligations  by  augmenting  the  means  of  na- 
tional defense.  Several  of  his  inventions  have  been 
'  applied  to  other  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  and 
I  added  to  his  reputation.  He  established  a  fund  of 
i  S500  at  Yale,  the  interest  of  which  is  expended  in 
j  the  purchase  of  books  on  mechanical  and  physical 
I  science.  Robert  Fulton  said  that  "Arkwright.  Watt 
i  and  Whitney  were  the  three  men  that  did  the  most 
i  for  mankind  of  any  of  their  contemporaries."  and 
[  Macaulay  said :  "What  Peter  the  Great  did  to  make 
i  Russia  dominant,  Eli  Whitney's  invention  of  the 
I  cotton-gin  has  more  than  equaled  in  its  relation  to 

the  power  and  progress  of  the  United  States." 
I         "In  person  Mr.  WHiitney  was  considerablv  above 
I  the  ordinary  size,  of  a  di.gnified  carriage,  and  of  an 
I  open,  manly,  and  agreeable  countenance.     In  Xew 
•  Haven    he    was    universallv    esteemed.       !\Ianv  of 
i  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place  supported  him 
!  in  his  undertakings,  and  he  inspired  all  whom  he 
j  met    with    a   similar    confidence.      Throughout    the 
I  community  and  in  foreign  lands,  he  was  known  and 
honored  as  a  benefactor  of  the  race.     \\"\\.h.  all  the 
Presidents  of  the  United  States,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  government,  he  enjoyed  a  personal  acquaint- 
ance, and  his  relations  with  the  leading  men  of  the 
j  country  were  unimpaired  by  political  revolutions.'' 
!  His  most  remarkable  trait  of  character  was  a  great 
;  power  of  mechanical  invention.     He  was  reasonably 
;  patient.     His  mind  wrought  with  precision  rather 
1  than  with  rapidity.    His  aim  was  steady.    He  never 
i  abandoned   a   half-accomplished   etrort   in   order  to 
'  make  trial  of  a  new  antl  foreign  idea. 

In  January.  1S17.  Mr.  Whitney  was  married  to 

\  Henrietta    Frances   Edwards,   born    in   June.    1790, 

;  who  lived  until  .\pril.  1870.     She  was  the  daughter 

of    Hon.    Pierpont    Edwards,   who    graduated    at 

j  Princeton  College   in    1768.  was  a  lawyer  in   X'ew 

Haven,  Conn.,  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  member  of 
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the  Continental  Congress,  and  judge  of  the  United 
States  Court  tor  Connecticut  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Edwards  was  frecjuently  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  Legislature,  was  the  first  grand- 
master of  the  Masonic  fraternitx'  in  Connecticut. 
His  father,  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  was  president 
of  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Whitney's 
children  were:  Frances  E.,  born  Nov.  23,  1817, 
married  in  1842,  Charles  L.  Chaplain.  She  died 
May  7,  1849.  (2)  Elizabeth  F.  {3)  Eli  is  referred 
to  farther  on.  (4)  Susan  E.  born  in  January,  1821, 
died  in  1823.    The  father  of  these  died  Jan.  8,  1825. 

Eli  Whitney  (3),  son  of  Eli  (2),  and  the  father 
of  Eli  Whitney  (4),  president  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Water  Co.,  was  born  Xov.  24,  1820,  in  Xew  Haven, 
where  he  attended  a  private  school,  and  was  pre- 
pared for  College.  He  attended  Yale  one  year,  and 
was  graduated  from  Princeton  College  in  the  class 
of  1 84 1,  and  the  following  year  he  took  up  his  fa- 
ther's business,  that  of  the  manufacture  of  -fire  arms 
for  the  United  States  government.  In  1856  he 
ceased  this  branch  of  his  manufacturing  business, 
but  resumed  it  again  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  w^ar  in  1861,  and  continued  it  until  1866.  The 
Whitney  Arms  Co.,  of  which  until  recent  vears  he 
was  president,  has  manufactured  thousands  of 
muskets,  rifles  and  revolvers  of  the  most  improved 
models.  The  company  has  also  made  many  thou- 
sands of  military  arms  for  foreign  governments,  in- 
cluding muzzle-loading,  breech-loading,  magazine 
and  repeating  rifles.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  English  Exposition  of  1862. 
From  1859  to  1861  he  constructed  the  Xew  Haven 
Water  Works,  and  much  of  the  work  was  done  on 
his  own  credit,  though  built  on  contract  for  the  Xew 
Haven  Water  Co.,  which  organization  he  created. 
Mr.  Whitney  made  many  improvements  in  fire- 
arms of  all  sorts  and  patented  them,  and  made 
improvements  in  machinerv  for  making  arms.  He 
was  on  the  Republican  electoral  ticket  in  Connect- 
icut as  Presidential  elector  at  large  in  the  Xovember 
election  of  1892.  In  1869  he  received  an  honorary 
degree  of  M.  A.  from  Yale. 

On  June  17,  1845.  ^fi"-  ^^'hitney  was  married  at 
Utica,  X'.  Y.,  to  Sarah  Perkins  Dalliba,  and  to  the 
■union  were  born  children  as  follows :  Eli  is  referred 
tc  at  greater  length  farther  on;  Susan  Huntington, 
■born  Aug.  i,  1849.  married  in  1873.  Rev.  Chauncey 
Bunce  Brewster,  late  rector  of  Grace  Church. Brook- 
lyn Heights,  now  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  her  death 
occurring  Mav  25,  188^:  and  Henrietta  Edwards. 
The  father,  Eli  (3),  died  Aug.  19,  1895. 

Eli  Whitney  (4),  son  of  Eli  (3),  the  fourth 
of  the  name  in  succession,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1847, 
in  the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  which  has  since  been  his 
home  and  the  field  of  his  business  operations.  He 
attended  the  private  schools  and  later  entered  Yale 
Collep^e  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1869.  He  has  held  various  public  offices  and 
most  creditably  and  efficiently  discharged  the  duties 
of  each.    He  has  been  largely  identified  with  various 


enterprises  and  is  one  of  the  city's  prominent  citizens 
and'  leading  business  men.  For  years  he  has  been 
president  of  the  Xew  Haven  Water  Co.,  which,  as 
stated  in  the  foregoing,  his  father  created  and  built, 
and  is  also  president  of  the  West  Haven  Water  Co. 
He  is  president  of  the  board  of  education  ;  president 
of  the  General  Hospital  Society  of  Connecticut;  ex- 
president  of  the  Xew  Haven  Horticultural  Society; 
president  of  the  Tontine  Company ;  vice-president 
of  Xew  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society;  director 
in  the  City  Bank  of  Xew  Haven  :  trustee  Connecti- 
cut Savings  Bank,  Xew  Haven ;  trustee  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Trust  Company,  and  also  in  a  number  of 
charitable  organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Quinnipiack,  Union  League  and  Graduates  Clubs  of 
X'ew  Haven ;  Century,  University,  Yale  and  Engin- 
eers Clubs  of  Xew  Yoi-k  :  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  : 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution :  The  Society  of 
the  War  of  1812,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Yale 
Corporation. 

On  Oct.  22,  1873,  2\Ir.  Whitney  was  married  to 
Sarah  Sheffield  Farnam,  born  Sept.  27,  1850.  and 
the  union  has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Anne  Farnam,  born  Sept.  29,  1874,  married  in -1898. 
Thomas  M.  Debevoise,  a  lawyer  of  X'ew  York,  and 
has  two  children,  Eli  Whitney  (born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1899)  and  Catherine  (born  in  June,  1901); 
Henrietta  Edwards,  born  Feb.  27,  1876:  Sarah 
Tracy,  bom  Sept.  18.  1877.  married  April  26,  1900, 
Dr.  Leonard  C.  Sanford.  and  died  Feb.  19,  1901, 
leaving  an  infant  daughter,  Sally  Whitney;  Eliza- 
beth Fay,  born  April  3,  1879;  Louise  Huntington, 
born  Feb.  20.  1881  ;  Susan  Brewster,  born  March 
16,   1885;  and    Frances    Pierpont,  born  Aug.   19, 


CHARLES  C.  SMITH,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent business  citizens  of  X'ew  Haven,  has  by  his 
own  energy  and  industry  gained  a  pKDsition  of  re- 
spect and  proniinence. 

Mathew  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  16,  181 1,  in  Derby,  and  there  learned  the 
tanner's  trade;  he  was  also  a  farmer.     For  a  few 
years  he  conducted  a   tannery  at  Bethany,   Conn., 
where  he  married  Julia  Sperry,  daughter  of  Chileon 
Sperry,  who  was  a  native  of  that  town,  well  and 
favorably  known  :  he  served  as  a  captain  during  the 
v\ar  of   18 1 2.     After  his  marriage  Mr.   Smith  de- 
!  cided  to  change  his  location,  and  about  1835  came 
\  to  X'ew  Haven,  engaging  for  some  years  as  clerk  in 
I  a  grocery  and  meat  store.    He  then  entered  the  em- 
j  ploy  of  Gorham  &  Peck,  the  bakery  firm,  in  York 
I  street,  with  whom  he  continued  one  year.     He  next 
]  engaged   in  the  bakery   business   with   \\'illiam   A. 
Ives  under  the  firm  name  of  Ives  &  Smith,  and  later 
a  stock  companv  known  as  the  X'ew  Haven  Baking 
Co.  was  formed.     This  business  was  continued  un- 
til Mr.  Smith  sold  out.  his  son.  our  subject,  conduct- 
i  ing  the  same  business  on  State  street.     The  familv 
j  born  to  Mathew  Smith  consisted  of  three  children, 
of  whom  Charles  is  the  only  survivor.     Davis  C. 
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was  a  resident  of  New  Haven.  Emily  F.  married 
Frank  Wilson  and  is  now  deceased ;  he  is  postmas- 
ter at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  public  man,  prominent  in 
legal  circles. 

Charles  C.  Smith,  our  subject,' was  born  July  17. 
1842,  in  Xew  Haven,  and  there  spent  his  first  thir- 
teen years.  In  the  winters  he  attended  school  in 
New  Haven,  and  durino-  the  summers  worked  on 
the  farm  in  Bethany,  thus  continuing  until  he  went 
into  the  bakery  and  tlioroughly  learned  the  business. 
Working  hard  he  was  very  successful  and  is  now 
the  manager  of  the  New  Haven  branch  of  the  great 
National  Biscuit  Co.  Eleven  years  ago  he  sold 
out  to  the  trust  and  since  then  has  had  charge  of 
this  branch,  having  about  fifty-two  men  on  his 
payroll  and  doing  an  immense  amount  of  business. 

In  1863  Mr.  Smith  married  Alice  B.  Hayes,  of 
New  Haven,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  Emily  and  Charles  C,  Jr.  Until  the 
last  two-national  elections  our  subject  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  now  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
Mr.  Smith  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  mili- 
tary organizations  of  New  Haven  ;  for  twelve  years 
was  a  member  of  the  militia,  and  was  first  lieutenant 
and  captain  of  the  New  Haven  Light  Guards  while 
Gov.  Buckingham  was  in  the  chair.  A  handsome 
sword,  whicl*  Mr.  Smith  highly  pnzes.  was  given 
Tiim  by  his  company  Sept.  27,  1867,  as  a  token  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

Mr.  Smith  has  for  many  years  been  prominently 
connected  with  fraternal  orders,  being  a  thirty-sec- 
ond degree  Mason,  member  of  Wooster  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  ^L,  of  New  Haven,  Xew  Haven  Commandery, 
and  the  Shrine :  he  is  also  a  member  (of  thirty  years 
standing)  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  took  a  uniformed 
company  to  Philadelphia  in  1876:  of  the  Knights 
Templar  Club ;  the  Red  Men :  and  the  Heptasophs. 
Religiously  he  and  his  family  are  connected  with 
the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  fine  represent- 
ative of  the  successful  and  popular  busmess  man 
of  New  Haven,  energetic,  progressive  and  enter- 
prising. 

HON.  GROVE  HERRICK  WILSON,  M.  D., 
■■who  for  more  than  forty  years  was  a  resident  of 
Meriden,  and  continuousl\-  and  activelv  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  was  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  citv.  and  professionally  took  a 
high  rank  both  in  Meriden,  and  throughout  the 
State. 

•  Dr.  \\'ilson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge. 
Mass.,  March  25,  1824,  a  son  of  Joseph  H.  and 
Sally  (Herrick)  Wilson,  and  the  grandson  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Herrick,  of  Preston,  Conn.  On  both  sides 
he  was  descended  from  an  historic  ancestry,  the 
Rev.  William  A\'i!son.  D.  D.,  being  a  paternal  pro- 
genitor. This  distinguished  ancestor  was  a  canon 
of  his  majestv"s  royal  chapel,  and  was  married  to  a 
daughter  of  the  Puritan  Archbishop  Grindal.  Their 
son.  Rev.  John  Wilson,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Mansfield,  antl  as  one  of  the  company 


with  Gov.  Winthrop  came  to  "Sew  England  in  1630, 
Incoming  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Wilson  numbered  Henry  Herrick  among 
his  maternal  ancestors.  That  noted  character  was 
born  in  1604,  at  Bean  Manor,  Leicesterihire, 
England,  and  was  a  son  of  Sir  William  Herrick, 
who  was  the  grandson  of  Rev.  William  Herrick, 
Chaplain  of  Edward  VI,  and  minister  to  the  Sub- 
lime Porte  under  Elizabeth.  This  ancestral  line 
runs  back  to  Eric  the  Forester,  of  the  roval  house 
of  Denmark,  whose  long  war  with  the  Angles  re- 
sulted in  the  cession  to  him  of  the  counties  of  War- 
wick and  Leicester,  England.  Henry  Herrick  prob- 
ably first  landed  in  Virginia,  where  his  father  had 
mercantile  ventures,  but  soon  made  his  wav  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  settled  on  the  Cape  Ann 
side  of  the  Bass  river,  the  site  of  what  is  now  Bever- 
ly, Mass.  He  and  his  wife,  Edith,  the  daughter  of 
Hugh  Lackin,  were  among  the  thirty  who  founded 
the  first  church  in  Salem  in  1629.  His  death  oc- 
curred in   1671. 

Dr.  Wilson  had  the  benefit  of  the  public  schools 
at  Tyringham,  and  of  Lee  Academy,  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  he  was  fitted  for  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing, which  he  followed  for  a  period  in  Massachu- 
setts and  in  Delaware.  Deciding  upon  medicine  as 
his  life  work,  he  studied  with  this  object  in  view, 
and  was  graduated  in  1849  from  the  Berkshire 
^ledical  Institute,  an  old  and  famous  Massachusetts 
school,  locating  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
North  Adams,  Mass.,  where  about  two  years  later 
he  adopted  the  system  of  homeopathy,  beginning  its 
use  in  North  Adams  and  Conway.  In  1857  he  re- 
moved to  Meriden,  where  he  followed  his  profes- 
sional activities  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan.  10, 
1902.  In  coming  to  ]\Ieriden  he  came  to  a  pleasant 
country  village  of  some  3.000  people,  and  lived  to 
see  it  develop  into  a  great  manufacturing  center  of 
many  thousand  people,  being  an  active  participant 
in  all  that  contributed  to  make  it  the  Meriden  of 
to-day.  The  Doctor  and  his  professional  skill  were 
widely  known,  his  practice  extending  bevond  the 
city  and  state  limits.  None  were  more  successful  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Meriden  than  Dr.  Wil- 
son, his  practice  at  one  time  embracing  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  town's  grand  list.  A  frequent 
contributor  of  papers  to  medical  journals,  which 
have  been  widely  published  and  thoroughly 
discussed,  he  was  Icnown  as  a  man  of  rare  attain- 
ments and  genuine  skill.  Dr.  Wilson  published  a 
monogram  in  1882.  in  which  he  established  the  epi- 
demic nature  of  intermittent  fevers  in  New  Eng- 
land. Through  these  papers  he  gained  fame  and 
distinction  as  a  scientist.  In  addition  to  frequent 
lectures  on  natural  science,  he  expounded  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  telephone  and  phonograph  two  vears 
prior  to  the  production  of  these  instruments  by  Edi- 
son. The  "Aural  Masseur"  was  invented  bv  him. 
an  instrument  for  treating  deafness  by  actual  vibra- 
tion of  the  internal  ear. 
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Notwithstanding-  the  constant  demands  upon  his 
time,  Dr.  Wilson  gave  much  thought  to  the  improve- 
ment of  tlie  educational  system  of  the  town.  His 
persistent  advocacy  of  free  schools  resulted  in  the 
abolition  in  1863  of  the  rate  bill,  making  the  city 
schools  absolutely  free  to  every  child  in  the  town. 
The  success  of  this  beneficent  plan  induced  the  State 
Legislature  -to  extend  the  same  privilege  two  years 
later  to  all  children  of  the  Commonwealth.  As  sug- 
gested in  the  above.  Dr.  Wilson  extended  a  gener- 
ous support  to  all  enterprises  that  looked  to  the  pub- 
he  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  board 
of  health  for  many  years,  and  also  served  as  coroner, 
or,  as  it  is  technically  called,  the  medical  examiner, 
of  the  town  of  Meriden.  In  1880  and  1882  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  town  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  served  both  terms  with  honor  to  his 
constituency  and  credit  to  himself.  Dr.  Wilson  was 
a  member  of  the  local  board  of  education  almost 
continuously  since  the  founding  of  the  high  school, 
an  institution  largely  due  to  his  efforts.  In  i8g2  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Meriden  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  wrote  a  good  record  of  himself  in  the 
administration  of  the  business  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  a  life-long  Mason  and  enjoved 
the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first  Eminent 
Commander  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar.  His  elevation  to  the  rank  of  Grand  Com- 
mander -of  the  Grandi  Commandery  quickly  fol- 
lowed. He  took  the  thirty-second  degree,  in  La- 
fayette Consistory,  and  was  a  member  of  Pyramid 
Temple. 

Although  somewhat  independent  in  regard  to 
theological  systems,  he  never  failed  to  support  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  held  to  a  rigid  moral- 
ity in  all  the  ways  of  life.  His  religious  sentiments 
were  exalted,  and  his  thoughts  upon  such  subjects 
profound  and  liberal.  They  often  found  expression 
in  his  social  and  professional  life.  Dr.  Wilson 
served  on  the  Building  Committee  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Meriden,  which  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  State,  and  the  building  was  greatly 
embellished  by  his  artistic  taste  and  his  effort  to 
elevate  its  architecture.  The  finely  ornamented  cap- 
itals, designed  by  him,  are  examples  of  his  love  for 
this  work,  and  show  his  knowledge  of  sacred  sym- 
bolism, expressing  in  carved  and  enduring  stone 
the  course  of  natural  and  revealed  religion  in  the 
human  heart.  Dr.  Wilson  had  a  genial  and  benevo- 
lent nature,  was  a  ready  conversationalist,  loving 
controversial  discussions,  but  was  withal  conserva- 
tive in  his  speech  and  action,  and  was  justly  held  an 
influential  and  popular  citizen. 

Dr.  Grove  H.  Wilson  and  Miss  Margaret  A., 
the  daughter  of  John  Adams,  of  Pencader  Hundred, 
Del.,  were  married  Xov.  30,  1848.  They  had  one 
son,  Edgar  A.,  who  graduated  at  the  L'niversity  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1881,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.. 
and  after  practicing  his  profession  several  years  at 
Rockville,  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
Meriden. 


Dr.  Edg.\r  a.  Wh.son'  is  specially  known  as  an 
oculist  and  aurist,  and  for  so  young  a  man  has  won 
a  most  enviable  and  creditable  standing.  His 
schooling  began  in  the  city  schools  of  Meriden,  was 
continued  at  Phillips  Academv.  Exeter,  X.  H.,  from 
which  school  he  was  graduated  in  1872.  Entering 
Yale,  he  was  making  rapid  progress,  but  this  was 
interfered  with  by  a  severe  illness,  which  compelled 
him  to  abandon  studv  for  a  long  period.  On  his 
restoration  to  health  he  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  as  al-  • 
ready  mentioned.  At  Rockville  he  was  engaged  in- 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1888.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Meriden,  and  practiced  with  his 
father  until  1893.  The  young  Doctor  took  a  special 
course,  in  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital, 
where  he  was  four  years -special  phvsician,  becom- 
ing so  interested  in  the  work  that  he  has  devoted 
himself  since  that  time  to  the  Eye  and  Ear. 

Dr.  Edgar  A.  Wilson  was  married  in  1883  to 
Ida  AL  Beach,  a  native  of  Meriden,  and  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Lydia  ( Redfield )  Beach.  To  this 
union  were  born  :  ( i )  George  Herrick,  who  died 
in  1891  ;  (2)  Leslie  Adams,  born  in  1886;  (3)  Grove- 
Herbert,  died  in  1S92.  Dr.  Wilson  is  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Meriden,  and 
belongs  to  the  R.  A.,  and  the  I.  O.  H.  For  ten 
years  past  he  has  been  the  town  health  officer,  and 
the  city  health  officer  for  five  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  hospital  staff  of  physicians,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  New  Haven  County  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion, having  been  one  of  its  founders,  and  secretary 
since  its  organization. 

CHARLES  F.  SMITH  was  bom  in  Orange. 
June  6,  1836,  a  son  of  Jesse  Gould  and  Susan  (Fow- 
ler) Smith.  The  line  of  descent  on  his  father's 
side  is  as  follows : 

George  Smith,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
New  Haven,  moved  to  West  Haven  (then  called 
West  Farms)  about  1655.  He  built  a  house  near 
where  now  stands  the  brick  house  built  by  Isaac 
Hine,  on  Water  street.  He  was  married  in  1642, 
and  was  the  father  of  ten  children  as  follows :  Sam- 
uel. Ebenezer,  Joseph,  Nathan.  Thomas.  John,. 
Sarah,  Hannah.  Mercv.  Elizabeth.  From  the  si.K 
sons  nearly  all  of  the  Smiths  in  West  Haven  have 
descended. 

Nathan  Smith,  son  of  George,  was  born  in  1656,. 
lived  in  the  house  built  by  his  father,  and  died  there 
in  1726.  His  children  were:  Amy,  born  in  1683; 
Mahitable.  i6g8:  and  Andrew,  1701. 

Andrew  Smith,  son  of  Nathan,  married  Mercy 
Painter.  Their  children  were :  Eunice.  Nathan. 
Hannah.  Mabel.  Andrew  and  Rebecca.  He  lived  in 
the  same  house  that  his  grandfather  built,  and  died 
there  in  1789. 

Nathan  Smith,  son  of  Andrew,  horn  in  1733.  died 
in  1807.  He  married  Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of 
Samuel  Sherman,  who  lived  on  the  SDUth  side  of 
the  Melov  road,  on  the  hill.    Nathan  Smith  built  his- 
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house,  which  is  still  standing  in  the  hoUow,  on  the 
same  road;  it  is  of  the  lean-to  style  of  architecture. 
He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Cluirch  in 
West  Haven  for  several  years.  In  1770  he  planted 
a  row  of  Elm  trees  on  the  West  side  of  the  Green, 
only  three  of  which  are  now  standing.  He  had  si.x 
children :  Thomas,  Gould,  Nathan,  Sarah,  Persis 
and  Lucy. 

Gould  Smith,  son  of  Deacon  Smith,  married 
Susanna,  daughter  of  Oliver  Smith.  This  Oliver 
Smith  descended  from  Ebcnezer,  son  of  the  first 
settler,  George.  Gould  Smith's  father  gave  him  a 
farm  and  built  him  a  house  on  the  hill,  Xorth  side 
of  Meloy's  road.  After  his  death  the  house  was 
moved  across  the  road,  and  is  now  occupied  by  Han- 
nah Meloy.  In  1799,  Gould  Smith  was  commis- 
sioned Captain  of  the  State  militia.  His  children 
were :  Oliver,  Lyman.  Jesse  Gould,  Katrina,  Susan 
and  Louisa.     He  died  in  1800. 

Jesse  Gould  Smith,  son  of  Capt.  Gould,  was 
born  in  1795.  and  was  five  years  old  when  his  fa- 
ther died.  He  lived  with  Capt.  Candee,  a  farmer 
(whose  house  stood  near  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  West  Haven  Green),  for  eleven  years,  after 
which  he  spent  six  years  in  Xew  Haven  learning 
the  saddler's  trade.  He  then  worked  in  a  book- 
binders shop  three  years,  was  superintendent  of  a 
farm  in  Woodbridge  six  years,  and  manager  of  his 
sister  Susan's  farm  in  Orange  until  his  marriage. 
On  April  20,  1834,  he  married  Susan  Fowler,  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  Fowler,  of  Milford.  At  that  time 
he  bought  of  Peter  Prudden.  the  farm  on  the  Wepa- 
waug  river,  four  miles  north  of  the  churches  in  Mil- 
ford,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  davs,  en- 
tering into  rest  Aug.  5,  1870.  He  was  active  in 
both  Church  and  town  affairs,  holding  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust  in  each.  His  children  were : 
William  Gould,  bom  March  4.  1835;  and  Charles 
Fowler,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

■'  William  Gould  Smith  left  the  farm  in  early  life 
to  engage  in  mercantile  business  in  Xew  Haven, 
keeping  a  fruit  and  confectioner}-  store  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Chapel  and  Church  streets,  for  four 
years.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
in  the  7th  Conn.  V.  L  and  rose  from  the  rank  of 
sergeant  to  that  oi  lieutenant.  He  served  through- 
out the  struggle  and  was  honorably  discharged. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  \Vest.  and  was 
engaged  for  several  years  in  transporting  goods  by 
wagon  from  the  then  terminus  of  the  Pacific  rail- 
road to  Denver,  a  distance  of  some  six  hundred 
miles.  Later  he  ran  a  cattle  ranch  on  the  Marias 
river,  near  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  where  he  died  in 
1892. 

Charles  F.  Smith's  ancestors  on  his  mother's 
side  were  as  follows :  William  Fowler,  the  magis- 
trate, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Milford,  came  from 
England  with  Eaton,  Davenport,  Prudden  and  other 
Puritans  for  the  sake  of  religious  liberty.  He  died 
in  1660,  advanced  in  years. 

William  Fowler,  Jr.,  son  of  the  magistrate,  mar- 


I  ried  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Tapp,  and  sister  of 
Gov.  Robert  Treat's  wife.  He  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  militia  in  1673,  ^nd  was  a  member  of  the 
'  House  of  Dei>uties  from  1673  to  1680.  His  chil- 
!  dren  were:  Sarah,  Hannah,  John,  Jonathan,  Mark. 
Deborah,  Abagail,  William  and  Mercy.  William 
Fowler,  Jr.,  died  in  1684. 

John  Fowler,  third  child  of  William,  Jr.,  born  in 
1649,  married  Sarah  Welch.  They  had  only  one 
child,  John  called  Capt.  John  or  Esquire  Fowler. 

Capt.  John  Fowler,  son  of  John,  born  in   1690, 

married  Susanna  Burwell,    by  whom  he    had    four 

children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  viz. :    Susan- 

n-i.   Margaret,  John  and   Sarah.     He  began  public 

life  at  an  early  age,  and  was  active  in  it  up  to  his 

death.     He  was  town  clerk  of  Milford  from  171S 

!  to   1756.   a   member  of  the   General   Assembly   for 

I  twenty-three  years,  and  clerk  of  the  House  with  but 

j  two  exceptions  during  that  period:  in  1739  he  was 

appointed,   by  the  Assembly,   captain   of  the   First 

Company,   ^lilford  Train   Band.     He  lived  on  the 

old  homestead  of  the  first  William,  dving  there  in 

1756. 

John  Fowler,  son  of  Capt.  John,  was  born  in 
1717,  and  died  in  1781.  In  1742  he  married  Mary 
Xewton,  and  they  had  two  children,  Susanna  anif 
John.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  town  clerk  in 
1756,  and  filled  that  office  until  1774.  He  was  a 
deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  from  1739  to  1775; 
commissioned  captain  of  the  Second  Company,  Mil- 
ford Train  Band,  in  the  Second  Regiment,  and 
served  his  country  by  raising  troops  for  the  Con- 
tinential  army. 

John  Fowler,  Jr.,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Xew- 
ton) Fowler,  born  in  1748,  married  Mary  Ann  Har- 
pin,  granddaughter  of  Dr.  John  Harpin,  in  1768. 
Their  children  were:  John,  \\'illiam  H.  and  Mark. 
He  was  a  captain  in  the  Continental  Army  in  177? 
and  1780. 

William  H.  Fowler,  son  of  the  above,  born  in 
1775,  was  married  in  1796  to  Sally,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Charles  Pond  and  sister  of  Gov.  Charles  H. 
Pond.  Their  children  were :  Mary,  Martha,  Susan, 
Sally,  John  W.,  Charlotte  and  Ann.  He  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  commerce  and  ship-building, 
and  was  an  enterprising  self-made  man.  At  about 
fifty  years  of  age  he  retired  from  commercial  life  to 
the  more  quiet  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  until  late 
in  life  filled  positions  of  trust,  such  as  member  of 
the  Legislature,  and  selectman  of  the  town,  also  set- 
tling estates,  etc.     He  died  in  1863. 

Susan  Fowler,  third  daughter  of  William  H. 
Fowler,  and  mother  of  Charles  F.  Smith,  was  a 
school  teacher  for  several  vears,  teaching  in  \\  heel- 
er's Farms,  Allingtown,  and  in  the  fourth  school  dis- 
trict in  Orange  until  she  married  Jesse  Gould  Smith, 
in  1834.    She  was  born  in  1802,  and  died  in  1894. 

Charles  F.  Smith  passed  his  early  years  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  his  education  was  received  in 
the  common  schools.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  served  in  the  27th  Conn.  \'.  L,  which 
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regiment  was  attacliecl  to  the  2d  Corps,  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  participated  in  many  battles  which 
have  become  historic,  among;  tiiem  those  of  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Cliancellorsville.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Chancellorsville.  and  incarcerated  in  the 
famous  Libby  Prison,  in  Richmond,  for  a  short  time, 
was  paroled  and  sent  to  parole  cani]>  near  Alex- 
andria until  his  term  of  enlistment  expired,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  After  he  returned  from 
.the  war  Mr.  Smith  conducted  the  old  home  farm  for 
his  father  until  the  laiter's  death,  when  he  came 
into  its  ownership.  There  he  remained,  carrying  on 
general  farming,  but  making  a  specialty  of  seed- 
growing,  until  1894,  when  he  sold  the  place  and 
bought  a  fine  residence  on  Center  street.  West  Ha- 
ven, where  he  has  since  lived  in  retirement  and  ease. 

Mr.  Smith  has  repeatedly  been  placed  in  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  \\'hile  living  in 
Orange  parish  he  was  for  nine  years  general  finan- 
cier of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society,  making  all  of  the 
collections  and  paying  all  of  the  bills,  handling  some 
$I3,CXX),  gratuitously.  'He  has  served  as  constable, 
justice  of  the  peace,  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, registrar  of  voters,  and  for  eleven  years  as 
selectman.  In  1875  ^nd  1876  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  Legislature. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Catherine  Tomlinson,  of  Milford.  They 
■have  two  daughters  :  ( i )  Susie,  born  in  i867,married 
Clifford  E.  Treat,  of  Orange,  in  1891,  and  has  had 
three  children:  Charles  F.,  born  in  1895;  Harold, 
bom  in  1896,  died  in  1897;  and  Elbee  J.,  born  in 
1899.  (2)  Minniehaha,  born  in  1873,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  State  Xormal  School  at  Xew  Britain,  class  of 
1890,  and  has  been  a  teacher  for  ten  years,  six  in 
West  Haven  and  four  in  Xew  Haven. 

FRAXCIS  ATWATER  (a  descendant  of 
David,  the  pioneer,  and  son  of  Henry  Atwater), 
author,  publisher,  printer,  organizer  of  street  rail- 
roads, member  of  the  American  Publishers'  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Xational  Typcthets.  president  of 
the  Meriden  Board  of  Trade,  publisher  of  the  first 
all-American  daily  newspaper  in  Cuba,  author  of 
the  History  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and  Kent.  Conn., 
and  of  the  Atwater  History  and  Genealogy,  is  the 
subject  of  this  biography.  His  lifelong  friend  and 
companion.  Lew  Allen,  says  of  him : 

"The  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed 
as  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  as 
a  newspaper  worker.  There  is  no  branch  of  news- 
paper work  with  which  he  is  not  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar, from  printer's  devil  to  editor  and  publisher. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  printer,  and 
so  proficient  did  he  become  that  while  still  a  boy 
of  only  sixteen  years  he  had  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical department  of  the  Recorder,  then  the  lead- 
ing paper  of  Meriden,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he 
established  the  ll'indcriucrc  ll'cckly  Forum,  in 
"Wallingford.  Conn.,  which  he  published  for  one 
year,  until  it  was  sold.     Subsequently,  for  a  tiniie. 


he  was  assistant  foreman  of  the  composing-room  of 
the  Hartford  Cuiirant,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best- 
known  journals  of  Xew  England. 

"Later  Mr.  Atwater  went  West  for  his  health. 
to  Red  I'.luff,  Cal.,  anrl  there  gained  additional 
experience,  as  manager  of  the  Red  Bluff  ( Tehama 
Co.,  Cal.)  Sentinel.  Upon  his  return  to  Meriden 
he  established  a  large  job  printing  office.  Then  he 
embarked  in  journalism  on  his  own  account,  pub- 
lifihing  the  Meriflen  Sunday  Xezcs.  But  a  once-a- 
week  newsj)aper  did  not  afford  him  an  active  enough 
field,  and  upon  the  demise  of  the  Meriden  Evening 
Press  Mr.  Atwater  hastened  to  occupy  the  field, 
launching  the  Meriden  Dailv  Journal  in  connection 
with  several  friends,  they  forming  The  Journal 
Publishing  Co.  about  i88(;). 

"Mr.  Atwater  brought  to  bear  upon  the  journal 
all  the  ability  and  experience  he  possessed,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  enterprise  proved  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  Xew  England 
daily  journalism.  From  the  start  the  paper  was 
prosperous,  and  year  by  year  it  grew  until  to-day 
it  is  one  of  the  best  paying  properties  in  its  line 
in  the  State.  It  occupies  its  own  fire-proof  build- 
ing in  the  business  center  of  Meriden.  and  is  com- 
pletely equipped,  not  onlv  as  a  newspaper,  with  fast 
presses,  typesetting  machines  and  stereotyping  out- 
fit, but  also  as  regards  a  book  and  job  printing 
plant,  a  book  bindery  and  an  electrotyping  de- 
partment, second  to  none  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  At- 
water is  the  first  and  only  president  of  The  Journal 
Publishing  Co.,  and  from  its  inception  he  has  been 
the  controlling  manager.  His  special  department 
has  been  the  mechanical,  but  in  every  branch  his  in- 
fluence has  been  felt,  and  every  detail  has  come  un- 
der his  watchful,  experienced  eye. 

"All  his  life  Mr.  Atwater  has  devoted  himself 
strictly  to  business.     Except  as  a  newspaper  man, 
he  has  taken  no  part  in  politics,  and  he  has  sought 
no   political   office.     By   means   of   the   Journal  he 
helped  organize  the  Meriden  Board  of  Trade,  and 
in   due  time   he  was  elected   its  president,   a  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.     Shortly  after  his  election,   in 
casting  about  for  some  enterprise  that  would  benefit 
]\Ieriden,   the  project   of  building  an   electric   rail- 
Vv-ay  in  a  westerly  direction  over  the  West  moun- 
tain   to   the   town    of    Southington.    a    distance   of 
j  eight  miles,  occurred  to  him.     Upon  investigation 
j  iie  found  that  a  charter  for  such  a  road  had  been 
j  secured  only  a  few  months  before,  but  nothing  more 
j  had  been  done,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  securing 
1  the  necessary  capital  to  build  the  road — a  sum  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $220,000.     Mr.   Atwater  im- 
mediately   proceeded    to    organize     the     Meriden, 
Southington  &  Compounce  Tramway  Company,  be- 
stirred himself  to  interest  capitalists  in  the  enter- 
prise, and    in    an    incredibly    short    time    had    the 
necessary  money  raised,  and  the  construction  of  the 
road  was  begun.     Mr.  Atwater  gave  personal  su- 
pervision to  the  work,  and  in  sixty  working  days 
trolley   cars    were   making    regular   trips    between 
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Soiithing^on  and  Meridcn,  greatly  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  residents  of  botii  places,  and  especially 
the  merchants  of  Meriden.  Later  the  road  was  ex- 
tended to  Lake  Conipounce,  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful sum'mer  resor:s  in  the  State,  and  now  the  thou- 
sands who  go  there  daily  for  recreation  during  the 
season  have  cause  to  bless  the  foresight  and  skill 
of  the  one  who  made  possible  such  a  pleasant  trip. 
Financially  the  road  has  been  e(|ually  successful, 
having  paid  dividends  to  its  stockholders  for  years. 

"Upon  the  end  of  the  Spanish-American  war 
Mr.  Atwater  was  requested  by  Miss  Clara  Barton, 
of  Red  Cross  fame  and  honor,  an  old  family  friend 
who  knew  him  from  childhood,  to  accompany  her  to 
Cuba,  where  she  went  to  establish  asylums  for  the 
unfortunate  reconcentrados,  and  act  an  her  financial 
agent.  Desiring  to  get  away  for  a  vacation,  Mr. 
Atwater  went  with  her.  While  in  Havana  he  saw 
an  opportunity  to  establish  a  newspaper  there.  He 
embraced  it  and  the  Havana  Journal  was  started. 
the  first  all-American  daily  journal  in  Cuba.  He 
retained  control  of  the  Journal  until  he  received 
a  handsome  offer  for  it,  when  he  sold  it  to  a  syndi- 
cate which  still  publishes  it  under  the  name  of  the 
Havana  Post.  Another  newspaper  venture  of  Mr. 
Atwater  was  located  near  home  ait  Xew  Britain, 
Conn.  He  bought  the  Dailv  Xczcs  of  that  city, 
until  the  time  came  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage, 
which  he  did.  He  next  bought  the  Waterbury 
Republican,  the  only  morning  paper  in  the  Xauga- 
tuck  Valley,  and  is  still  its  owner. 

"From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Atwater"s  life  has  been  a  verv  busy  one.  He  stands 
an  admirable  type  of  the  hustling  Connecticut  Yan- 
kee. In  his  undertakings  he  has  always  been  very 
conservative.  He  works  slowly  in  laying  his  plans, 
but  once  started  his  push  and  energy  are  irresist- 
ible. All  his  important  undertakings'  have  been 
marked  by  much  success  in  conception,  execution 
and  results.  He  is  a  man  of  the  world,  having 
traveled  extensively,  yet  home  never  loses  its  attrac- 
tion for  him.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
location  and  construction  in  Meriden,  and  is  fur- 
nished with  artistic  elegance  throughout.  Here  his 
many  friends  are  alwavs  sure  of  a  hospitable  wel- 
come and  lavish  entertainment. 

"In  1879  he  married  Helena  J.  Sellew,  to  wdiom 
was  born  May  10,  1880.  a  son,  Dorence  Keith  At- 
water, who  died  Aug..  23,  1900."* 

SETH  JACOB  HALL,  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Meriden,  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  Xew  England  families, 
of  which  John  Hall  is  the  emigrant  ancestor. 

John  Hall  was  born  in  England  in  1605,  and 
died  in  Wallingford.  Conn.,  in  1676.  He  came  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  either  just  before  or  in  company 
with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  and  was  granted  six 
acres  by  courtesv  of  the  town.  He  married  Jane 
Wollen  in  1641,  and  she  died  Xov.  14.  1690.  Xine 
children  blessed  the  home  of  this  pioneer  couple : 


(I)  Richard,  born  July  11,  1645,  married  in  1699, 
Hannah,  daughter    of    John    and    Mary    (Alsop) 
Miles,  ami  died  in  Xew  Haven  in  1726.  aged  eightv- 
one  years.     (2)  John,  baptized  Aug.  9,  1646,  mar- 
ried Dec.  6,  1666,  Mary,  daughter  of  lidward  and 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Potter)  Parker  (who  was  bai)tized 
Aug.  27,  1648,  and  died  Sept.  22,  1725),  and  died 
Sept.  2,   1 72 1.     (3)   Sarah,  twin  to  John,  baptized 
Aug.  9.  1646,  married  in  December,  1664,  William, 
i  son  of  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Xew  Haven.     (4)  Dan- 
'  iel,  born  in   1647,  married,  in   1670,  Mary,  daugh- 
I  ter  of  Henry  Rutherford,  and  died  in  Barbadoes, 
West  Indies,  in   1675.     (5)   Samuel,  bom  May  21, 
I  1648.  married,  in  Mav.  1666,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
I  John  Walker,  and  died  March  5,  1726,  survived  by 
I  his  wife  until  Dec.  20,  ,1728.      (6)    Thomas,  born 
I  March  25,    1649,  "lurried  Grace  Watson,  June  5, 
1  1673,  and  died  Sept.  17,  17^1,  and  she  died  May  i, 
\  '^7i^-      (7)    Jonathan,   born   April     5,     1651,    "ex- 
changed  accommodations   in    Xew   Haven   in    1667 
for  those  of  John  Stevens  in  Xew  London,"  where 
he  was  probably  a  vessel  owner  and  captain.     (8) 
j  David,  born  [March  18,  1652,  married.  Dec.  24.  1676, 
j  Sarah  Rockwell  (who  died  Xov.  3,  1732),  and  died 
j  July  7.  1727.     (9)  Mary,  born  in  1653,  is  probably 
the  ?^Iary  Hall  who  testified  as  to  John  Hall's  nun- 
cupative will  in  1676.    She  married,  in  1677.  Henry 
Cook,  son  of  Henry  and  Judith  ( Birdsall )  Cook,  of 
Salem,  Mass..  and  died  Oct.  31,  1718.    Henry  Cook 
was  born  Dec.  30,  1652,  and  died  in  1703. 

Thomas  Hall,  fifth  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Wollen)  Hall,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  March  25, 
1649,  and  on  June  5,  1673,  married  Grace  Watson, 
who  was  born  in  1653,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Grace  (Walker)  Watson.  This  is  the  first  marriage 
in  Wallingford  records.  Their  children  were  :  Abi- 
gail, born  Jan.  7,  1675,  married  John  Tyler ;  Thomas, 
born  July  17,  1676,  married  Abigail  Atwater:  Mary, 
bom  Xov.  22,  1677:  Jonathan,  born  July  25,  1679, 
married  Dinah  Andrews  on  May  12.  1703;  Joseph, 
bom  July  8,  1681.  married  Bethiah  Terrell:  Esther, 
born  Feb.  23,  1683.  married  Benoni  Atkins:  Ben- 
jamin, born  April  19,  1684,  married  Mary  Ives: 
Peter,  born  Dec.  28,  1686.  married  Rebecca  Bar- 
tholomew: Daniel,  born  Jan.  2Q.  1689,  married  Mar- 
tha Doolittle :  Rebecca,  bom  Jan.  6,  1691.  married 
Daniel  Holt ;  Israel,  bom  Oct.  8,  1696,  married  Abi- 
gail Powel. 

Joseph  Hall,  son  of  Thomas  and  Grace  (Wat- 
son) Hall,  was  born  Julv  8,  1681.  and  on  X'ov.  13, 
1706,  married  Bethiah  Terrell,  who  died  Dec.  28, 
1753.  He  died  Xov.  3,  1748.  Their  children  were: 
Temperance,  born  Feb.  15.  1714,  died  Dec.  7.  1716: 
Joseph,  born  Sept.  23,  1718,  died  Sept.  6,  1737;  and 
Ephraim,  mentioned  below. 

Ephraim  Hall,  son  of  Joseph,  was  bom  .-Kpril 
25,  1723.  He  made  his  home  at  Xorth  Fanns.  Wall- 
ingford, his  house  being  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
in  the  present  meadow,  now  opposite  the  houses 
built  by  Richard  Andrews  and  David  Moss  Hall. 
The  old  well  is  there  yet.    Ephraim  Hall  was  twice 
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married.  His  first  wife,  Eunice,  died  May  9,  1763, 
the  mother  of  two  children  :  Temperance,  born  Oct. 
II,  1748,  died  Oct.  28,  1750;  and  Thankful,  who 
married  John  Darrow,  Sept.  29,  1774.  On  Oct.  13, 
1763,  Epliraim  Hall  married  Chloe  Moss,  daughter 
of  David  and  Alindwell  (Doolittle)  Moss,  who  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1739,  and  became  the  mother  of  nine 
children:  Temperance,  born  Aug.  10,  1764.  mar- 
ried Jesse  W'etmore,  of  Middletown,  on  June  24, 
1784,  and  moved  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Joseph,  born 
March  17,  1766.  married  Dorcas  \\'iIson,  and  had 
eight  children;  Ephraim,  born  Oct.  5,  1768,  died 
March  2,  1772;  Chloe,  born  Xov.  13,  1770,  married 
Sylvanus  Wilson,  of  Camden,  X.  Y. ;  Comfort,  born 
Feb.  25,  1773,  mentioned  below;  Reuben,  born  May 
19,  1775,  married  (first)  Sally  Miller,  and  (second) 
Keziah  Beach;  David  Moss,  born  Oct.  24,  1777, 
married  Mindwell  Beach;  Content,  born  March  15, 
1780,  married  Samuel  Beach,  Jr.,  February,  1802, 
and  died  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  in  February,  1871,  the 
mother  of  ten  children ;  and  Bertha,  born  March  29, 
1782,  married  a  Mr.  Wetmore  and  lived  in  Camden, 
New  York. 

Comfort  Hall,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  born  Feb. 
25,  1773,  lived  in  Wallingford  until  about  1797, 
when  he  removed  to  Middletown,  Westfield  Society, 
and  later  bought  the  farm  where  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  "He  owned  a  large  tract  of 
land  with  meadows  and  orchards.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  Methodists  and  one  of  the  original  trus- 
tees of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Middlefield.  He  was 
of  the  old  type  of  Methodism,  earnest,  zealous,  a  de- 
voted attendant  at  church,  and  his  home  always 
open  to  entertain  Methodist  preachers."  [Atkins' 
History  of  ^liddlefield.]  In  polices  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. His  death  occurred  Xov.  20,  1855.  On  Feb. 
I,  1796,  he  mariied  Jemima  Bacon,  wlio  was  born 
Feb.  2.  1775,  a  daughter  of  Phineas  and  Sarah  (At- 
Icins)  Bacon,  and  died  Feb.  24,  1847.  The  children 
of  this  union  were:  Sylvester,  born  X'ov.  22,  1796; 
Harley,  born  March  21.  1799:  Miles,  bom  March  5, 
1801,  married  (first)  Ann  Pelton,  (second)  Mrs. 
Louisa  Aliller,  and  (third)  Mrs.  Irene  Miller  Abell ; 
Abiah,  born  Oct.  28.  1802,  died  X'ov.  24,  1802: 
Aaron,  born  April  5,  1804.  died  Xov.  24,  1804; 
Amos,  born  Aug.  17,  1807,  died  April  i,  1825;  Cor- 
■nelius,  born  Aug.  26,  1809,  married.  April  27,  1857, 
Julia  Ann  Hale,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1882  (she  was 
boni'  Aug.  13,  181 1,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1881)  ;  Seth, 
born  Aug.  4,  1812,  died  Feb.  15,  1826;  Comfort 
Johnson,  born  June  2,  1818,  died  unmarried  June  18, 
1888;  and  Winsel  Bacon,  bom  Dec.  21,  1819,  died 
Dec.  5,  1822. 

Sylvester  Hall  was  born  X'ov.  22,  1796.  and 
■was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Ann  Wilcox, 
whom  he  wedded  Xov.  5,  1820,  died  July  20.  1825. 
On  X^ov.  30,  1825,  he  married  Rosetta,  daughter  of 
Comfort  and  Sarah  (Bacon)  Johnson.  She  was 
born  Oct.  15,  1806.  and  died  Oct.  30.  i8(X):  Syl- 
vester Hall  died  Oct.  3.  1875.  By  his  first  wife  he 
became  the  father  of  Lois  Wilcox,  born  Dec.  5,  182 1, 


married,  Sept.  8,  1846,  William  M.  Booth,  son  of 
Abner  and  Lucy  (Martin)  Booth  (he  was  born  Jan. 
10,  1823,  and  died  March  18,  1901 )  :  Ann  Wilcox, 
born  July  18,  1823,  married  (first)  Parsons  Miller, 
son  of  Elisha  and  Rhoda  (Parsons;  Miller,  and 
(second)  Jesse  Miller,  bom  Aug.  5,  1825,  a  son  of 
Almon  and  Sarah  Miller  (he  died  .Kpril  22,  1885). 
By  his  second  marriage  Sylvester  Hall  became  the 
father  of  Seth  Jacob,  born  Sept.  4,  1829,  mentioned 
below;  Enos  L.,  born  Sept.  i,  1839,  married  (first) 
Victorine  A.  Ives,  (second)  Emma  Clark,  and 
(third)  Lottie  Smith.  Mr.  Hall  was  e<lucated  in  the 
common  schools  and  academy  at  Wallingford,  and 
filled  various  offices  in  the  town  of  Middletown, 
and  on  April  25,  1834,  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Samuel  A.  Foot  captain  of  ist  Co.,  4th  Regiment 
of  Cavalry,  in  the  militia  of  the  State.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  Methodist. 

Seth  Jacob  Hall,  eldest  son  of  Sylvester  and  Ro- 
setta (Johnson)  Hall,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1829.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  and 
in  McGonegal's  select  school.  He  followed  farm- 
ing until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  for  nine 
successive  winters  taught  district  schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  Middletown,  and  in  the  summers  he  "bur- 
nished" for  Jesse  G.  Baldwin,  and  later  for  the 
Charles  Parker  Co.,  of  Meriden.  In  April,  1857,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Harrison  W.  Curtis,  at  that 
time  engaged  in  the  crockerv  and  hardware  busi- 
ness, and  remained  until  the  following  winter, 
when,  as  business  was  very  dull,  he  taught  school, 
and  in  the  spring  returned  to  Mr.  Curtis'  emplov. 
remaining  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  started 
in  the  flour  and  feed  business,  which  he  has  followed 
until  the  present  time,  single  handed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  twentv-seven  months,  when  he  was  in 
partnership  with  I.  C.  Lewis  &  Co.  He  then  retired 
from  the  firm,  and  has  long  conducted  a  successful 
grain,  feed  and  coal  business. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  and 
has  held  a  number  of  offices  with  great  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
He  has  served  the  city  as  aldennan  and  councilman, 
and  the  town  as  treasurer,  selectman  and  as  member 
of  the  board  of  relief.  In  1890-94  he  was  State  Sen- 
ator from  the  6th  District.  From  the  beginning  he 
has  been  treasurer  and  trustee,  as  well  as  having 
been  one  of  the  incorporators,  of  Meriden  Hospital : 
he  was  director  in  the  Middletown  Bank  until  he 
resigned :  director  of  the  Meriden  Xational  Bank : 
vice-president  and  member  of  the  board  of  appraisal 
of  the  City  Savings  Bank  since  its  organization  in 
1874 ;  and  for  several  years  was  trustee  and  treas- 
urer of  the  State  School  for  Boys.  For  sixteen 
years  he  was  deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
and  has  been  trustee  for  some  years,  and  has  also 
served  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

On  Oct.  14.  i8(X).  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lois  Blakeslee.  who  was  born  Jan.  24. 
1833.  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Esther  (  Buel)  Blakes- 
lee, and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  fol- 
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]o\viii<j  children:  John  Blakeslee,  born  Sept.  6, 
1861,  married,  Dec.  16,  1895.  Jennie  Holconib, 
daughter  of  Dertrand  L.  and  Chloe  (Holcomb)  Yale 
(they  have  two  children.  Leane  Holcomb.  born 
Feb.  15,  1897,  and  Elisabeth  Yale,  born  July  6, 
1899)  :  Judson  Sylvester,  born  March  30,  1866: 
Silas  Blakeslee,  born  March  28,  1869;  and  Esther 
Rosetta,  born  July  24.  1880.  When  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hail  were  first  married  they  went  to  housekeepin.c:  in 
the  ^leriden  Bank  Building-,  on  Broad  street,  and  in 
September,  1864,  moved  to  No.  481  East  Main 
street.  This  home  was  removed,  and  in  its  stead 
was  erected  a  new  and  more  pretentious  dwelling-, 
where,  since  August,  1891,  the  family  have  extended 
generous  hospitality  to  friend  and  stranger. 

JOEL  FORD  GILBERT  has  been  prominent  in 
public  affairs  of  the  city  of  New  Haven  from  earlv 
manhood,  and  the  numerous  positions  of  trust  to 
■which  he  has  been  elected  are  the  best  evidence  of 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  born  Nov.  7,  1839,  in  Hamden, 
New  Haven  county,  son  of  Griswold  Ives  Gilbert, 
also  a  native  of  that  place.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  originally  a  farmer  by  occupation,  engaging 
in  agriculture  and  the  milk  business  until  his  re- 
nioval  to  New  Haven  in  1857.  He  bought  a  farm 
now  comprised  in  Elm  City  Park,  selling  it  after  one 
year's  ownership,  for  park  purposes,  and  remaining 
with  the  association  three  years,  during  which  time 
he  laid  out  the  track  and  park.  The  ne.xt  year  he 
acted  as  town  agent,  and  he  held  various  offices, 
serving  as  selectman,  and  for  eight  years  as  member 
of  the  board  of  assessors,  after  which  he  retired. 
He  lived  a  long  life  of  usefulness,  reaching  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  became  well 
.known  in  the  city  upon  taking  up  his  residence 
there.  He  had  been  equally  active  in  Hamden  while 
a  member  of  that  community,  and  though  a  Repub- 
lican in  a  Democratic  town,  held  a  number  of  local 
offices,  serving  eleven  years  as  first  selectman.  Mr. 
Gilbert  married  Marv  Ford,  also  a  native  of  Ham- 
den, and  a  daughter  of  Joel  Ford,  a  farmer  of  that 
place,  and  the  seven  children  born  to  them  were  as 
follows:  Cleora,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Filley,  of  New  Ha- 
ven; Joel  Ford,  our  subject;  John,  of  the  firm  of 
Gilbert  &  Thompson,  of  New  Haven :  Sereno  I.,  a 
painter  of  New  Haven :  Fred  A.,  formerly  of  New 
Haven,  who  was  presfdent  of  the  Boston  Electric 
Light  Co.  (he  died  in  New  York)  :  Myron  W.,  de- 
ceased ;  and  Mary,  deceased.  The  mother  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  fiftv-eight  years.  Both  parents 
attended  the  Congregational  Church. 

Joel  Ford  Gilbert  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hamden,  where  he  passed  his  early 
years.  His  life  has  been  i.n  exceedingly  busy  one, 
devoted  to  various  lines  of  trade.  After  coming  to 
New  Haven  he  was  engaged  in  the  pliotograph  busi- 
ness from  1861  to  1866.  Then  for  twelve  years  he 
was  in  the  butcher  business,  two  years  of  the  time 
with  Todd  &  Gilbert  and  ten  years  with  S.  E.  Mer- 


win  &  Son.    He  has  since  been  in  the  steam-heating 
and   plumbing  business,   first   for  about   five  years 
on  State  street,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  with 
what  is  now  the  Foskett  &  Bishop  Co.    Mr.  Gilbert's 
long  connection  with  one  firm  testifies  amply  to  his 
business  ability.     His  judgment  and   success  as  a 
manager  were  early  recognized  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  have  repeatedly  honored  him  with  elec- 
tion to  public  office.     For  seven  years,  beginning  in 
,  1880.  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  works, 
and  president  of  that  board  from  February,  1885,  to 
February,  1888.     He  served  on  the  board  of  select- 
men for  four  years.     In   1801  he  was  appointed  on 
.  the  board  of  supervisors  of  steam  boilers,  and  has 
i  served  as  a  member  of  that  board  ever  since,  hav- 
I  ing  been  its  president  since  1892.     He  served  as  a 
I  member  of  the  city  council  in  iqco.    Like  his  father, 
Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  Republican  in  political  sentiments, 
and  he  has  long  been  a  member  of  the  Young  Men's 
I  Republican  Club.     He  was  formerly  a  member  of 
j  the  Union  League  Club  and  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
being  one  of  the  earlv  members  of  both  organiza- 
tions.    Mr.  Gilbert  was  for  fourteen  years  a  mem- 
]  ber  of  the  Horse  Guard,  in  which  for  seven  vears 
he  served  as  sergeant  and  orderly-sergeant ;  during 
the  ne.xt  two  years  he  was  captain,  and  then  major, 
1  which  rank  he  held  for  five  years.     He  is  one  of 
the  best-known  men  in  the  city  and  has  many  friends 
in  both  jxjlitical  parties,  being  of  a  jovial  disposition 
and  very  democratic  in  his  manners  and  ideas. 
Air.  Gilbert  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1862,  to 
,  Miss  Lydia  A.  Todd,  a  native  of  Northford,  Conn., 
daughter  of  Alfred  Todd,  a  butcher  of  that  place. 
Mr.  Todd  and  his  wife  are  both  deceased.     They 
had  a  large  family,  namely :     Amelia  E.,  Alson  B., 
Theron  A.,  Lydia    A.,    Augusta,  Edward  A.,  and 
Francis  H..  five  of  whom  survive.     Mr.  and  Mrs. 
,  Gilbert'     attend     divine     worship    at    St.    Thomas' 
■  Church.     Their  home,  at  No.  413  Whalley  avenue, 
I  was  bought  by  Mr.  Gilbert  in  1863,  and  he  aho  owns 
1  considerable  other  real  estate  in  that  locality. 
i 

\        EDWARD  ELD,  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
agricultural   interests   of   East   Haven,   is   a  native 
!  of  this  county,  born  on  Meadow  street.  New  Haven. 
!  Jan.  28,  1824,  and  he  continued  to  live  there  and  in 
I  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Hill  until  eighteen  years  of 
'  age,  when  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  accepted 
a  clerkship  in  a  counting  house,  where  he  remained 
i  five  years.     On  Jan.  10,  1849.  'i*^  started  for  Cali- 
fornia on  the  barque  "Eugenie"  and  landed  at  \'era 
Cruz,  Mexico,  where  he  purchased  a  horse  and  in 
!  company  w'ith  others  proceeded  on  his  way  to  the 
gold  fields,  but  his  horse  broke  down  and  he  sold 
it  in  Jalapa.  Mexico,  and  went  thence  via  San  Bias 
to  San  Francisco,  traveling  600  miles  on  foot,  and 
arriving    in    San    Francisco  May  14,   1849.     After 
spending  a  short  time  in  the  mines  a:  Mormon  Island 
he  went  to  the  north  fork  of  the  American  river 
prospecting.     The  winter  was  passetl  in  Lahanaina, 
'  Island  of  Maui    (Sandwich   Islands),  and  on  his 
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return  to  San  Francisco  in  the  spring  he  agfain  went 
to  the  mines,  remaining  two  and  a  half  years.  He 
then  returned  to  San  Francisco  and  started  for 
home,  making  his  return  trip  around  Cape  Horn. 
Soon  afterward,  however,  he  went  to  Omaha,  Xeb., 
thence  to  Niobrara,  the  same  State,  and  after 
some  time  there  went  to  Fort  Laramie,  and  traveled 
with  ox  teams  from  there  to  Omaha,  returning  to 
Fort  Laramie  by  way  of  Xiobrara,  and  then  to 
Pike's  Peak,  Colo.,  passing  through  Denver,  to 
Omaha,  all  in  one  year.  He  remained  in  Nebraska 
and  Colorado  four  years,  and  in  1861  again  returned 
to  New  Haven.  Purchasing  the  farm  in  East  Ha- 
ven where  he  now  resides,  he  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  two  places  aggregating  seventv-five  acres. 
In  1875  i.ir.  Eld  married  Mrs.  Frances  Sperry, 
widow  of  Chauncey  E.  Sperry,  and  daughter  of 
Garrett  Bradley.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had 
seven  children.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Coi-tgrega- 
tional  Church  and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Mr.  Eld 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  ever 
ready  to  discharge  any  duty  that  devolves  upon  him. 
A  man  of  unbounded  enterprise,  his  success  in  life  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  deserves 
prominent  mention  among  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  East  Haven. 

COL.  \VILLL\M  E.  MORGAN,  local  agent 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
way Co.,  and  secretary  of  Fitch's  "Home  for  the 
Soldiers"  and  the  Soldiers'  Hospital  Board  of  Con- 
necticut, is  also  local  agent  for  the  New  Haven 
Steamiboat  Co.,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  char- 
acters of  the  city  of  New  Haven. 

The  name  of  Morgan  has  inspired  confidence  in 
business  circles  and  in  the  finances  of  the  world 
for  upward  of  half  a  century;  and  members  of 
the  family  who  were  given  that  confidence  and 
achieved  so  great  standing,  in  both  this  and  the 
Old  World,  sprang  from  New  England  stock,  were 
born  and  had  their  boyhood  and  business  homes  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Connecticut,  where  now  re- 
pose the  dust  of  many  of  them.  Gov.  Morgan, 
famous  as  the  war  governor  of  New  York,  is  a 
member  of  this  family.  Col.  William  E.  Morgan, 
of  New  Haven,  traces  his  line  of  ancestry  through 
seven  generations  of  sturdy  men  to  James  Mor- 
gan, who,  in  March.  1636.  with  two  younger 
brothers,  John  and  Miles,  sailed  from  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, and  arrived  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  April  fol- 
lowing. James  Morgan  first  settled  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.  He  was  born  in  Wales  in  1607.  His  father, 
so  says  tradition,  was  William  Morgan,  of  Llan- 
daflf,  Glamorganshire.  \\'ales.  The  family  appear 
to  have  removed  from  Llandait'  to  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, a  few  years  prior  to  1636.  John  Morgan 
settled  in  \'irginia.  so  says  tradition,  and  Miles, 
born  in  1615,  on  his  arrival  at  Boston,  or  soon 
after,   joined   a    party    of   emigrants,   mostly    from 


Roxbury,  of  whom  Col.  William  Pyncheon  was 
at  the  head,  and  founded  the  settlement  of  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts. 

James  Morgan,  tlie  emigri>..t  ancestor  of  Col. 
William  E.  ^lorgan,  was  born  in  Wales  in  ito", 
and  died  in  1685.  He  was  distinguished  in  public 
enterprises,  and  was  nine  times  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Colonial  Assembly.  In  1640  he  married 
Margaret  Jlill,  of  Ro.vbury.  Mass.  His  children, 
all  except  the  youngest,  born  probably  in  Roxbury, 
were:  Hannah,  James,  John,  Joseph,  Abraham, 
and  a  daughter  who  died  unnamed. 

(H)  Capt.  John  Morgan,  son  of  James,  born 
in  1645,  niarried  (first),  in  1665.  Rachel  Dymond, 
daughter  of  John,  and  (second)  Widow  Elizabeth 
Williams,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Gov.  \\  illiam  Jones, 
of  New  Haven,  and  a'  granddaughter  of  Theo- 
philus  Eaton.  Capt.  John  Morgan  died  in  Preston 
in  1712.  He  was  a  prominent  public  man,  was  In- 
dian commissioner  and  adviser,  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  1690  from  New  London,  and  in  1693- 
94  from  Preston.  His  children  by  Rachel  were: 
John,  Samuel,  Isaac,  Hannah,  Mercy,  Sarah  and 
Jamles.  His  children  by  Elizabeth  were :  Eliza- 
beth, William,  Rachel,  Andrea  (who  was  married 
Nov.  10,  1719,  to  Benjamin  Fowler,  of  Guilford), 
^vlargery,  Joseph,  Theophilus  and  Mary. 

(III)  William  Morgan,  son  of  Capt.  John,  bom 
in  1693,  married  in  1716  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  Avery.  Jr.,  of  Groton.  William  died  in 
1729,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  in  1780.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  ^^'illiam, 
Deborah  and  Prudence. 

(IV)  Capt.  William  Morgan,  son  of  William, 
bom  in  1723,  married  in  1744  Temperance,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Christopher  Avery,  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  James  Avery  (i),  of  Groton, 
and  died  there  in  1777.  Temperance,  his  v.^ife,  died 
in  1801.  Their  children  were:  William.  Chris- 
topher, Temperance,  William  Avery,  Israel.  Marv, 
Simeon.  Prudence.  Rebecca  and  Jacob. 

(V")  Capt.  William  Avery  Morgan,  son  of  \\'ill- 
iam,  was  born  in  1754,  and  married  (first)  in  1776 
Lydia  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  of  Gro- 
ton. She  died  in  1804,  and  he  married  (second) 
Sarah  Harris,  daughter  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Harris, 
of  Colchester.  Capt.  Morgan  was  a  sergeant  in  the 
Colonial  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  June  17, 
1775.  He  settled  in  Groton,  where  eleven  of  his 
children  were  born,  in'  1796  moved  to  Colchester 
(now  Salem),  and  in  1814  to  Lebanon,  where  he 
died  March  22,  1842.  Sarah,  his  widow,  a  woman 
of  rare  mental  endowinents,  died  in  Hartford  in 
1835.  There  were  born  to  Capt.  Morgan  seventeen 
children,  thirteen  to  the  first  and  four  to  the  second 
marriage,  of  whom  all  e.xcept  two  lived  to  mature 
age  and  became  heads  of  families.  Eleven  were 
born  in  Groton.  five  in  Colchester,  and  one.  Harriet 
N.,  in  Lebanon.  The  children  by  Lydia  were: 
i  William,  Griswold,  Avery,  Jasper,  Lydia,  Nathan, 
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Betsey,  Denison,  Nancy,  Phceljc,  Lucy,  Relx;cca  and 
Charlotte.  Those  by  Sarah  were :  Nathaniel  Har- 
ris, Sarah  M.,  Griswold  E.  and  Harriet  N. 

(VI)  Capt.  Griswold  E.  Morgan  was  born  in 
Colchester  (now  Salem),  Jan.  30,  181 1,  and  died 
Jan.  18,  1902,  aged  ninety  years,  eleven  months  and 
eighteen  days.  He  was  reared  in  Lebanon,  where 
he  followed  farming,  and  for  years  was  justice  of 
the  peace.  The  positions  of  sheriff  and  of  county 
commissioner  were  very  successfully  filled  by 
him,  though  it  is  said  he  never  put  a  pair  of 
handcuffs  on  a  man.  .-Kt  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  living  with  a  daughter  in  Norwich.  In  politics 
he  was  a  stanch  Republican.  He  marrierl  Eliza 
Sa.xton,  who  was  bom  in  Lebanon,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Fanny  (Chamberlain)  Saxton.  Of 
the  children  born  to  this  marriage  George  K.  was  a 
private  in  Company  D,  8th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  saw 
much  hard  service;  he  died  Jan.  9,  1862,  a  few 
weeks  after  his  nineteenth  birthday.  Harriet  K. 
married  Capt.  Sheldon  J.  Grant,  of  Wapping. 
Sarah  E.  died  July  16,  1866.  Nathaniel  H.  was  a 
farmer  in  Lebanon,  later  a  railroad  agent.  Fannie 
M.  married  Joseph  Holmes,  of  Norwich.  Griswold 
H.  was  a  farmer  in  Lebanon.  Man.-  E.  is  the 
widow  of  Dwight  Foster,  of  Wapping.  Col.  Will- 
iam E.  is  mentioned  below.  The  mother  died  in 
Jan.  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Both  parents 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  the  father  being  the  leader  of  the  choir  for 
forty  years.  Of  the  thirty  grandchildren  of  Gris- 
wold E.  Morgan  twenty-three  are  now  living,  and 
there  are  also  twenty-three  great-grandchildren  liv- 
ing. 

(VII)  Col.  William  E.  Morgan  was  born  in 
Lebanon  Oct.  23,  1835,  and  spent  his  early  years  on 
his  father's  farm,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
nineteen.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  Bacon  Academy,  in  Colchester,  hav- 
ing special  instruction  from  a  resident  clergyman. 
When  he  was  nineteen  he  went  to  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  to  work  on  a  truck  farm,  thence  going  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  to  take  a  position  in  the  prison 
there,  becoming  a  deputy  warden  before  he  was 
Uventy-one.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he 
was  engaged  in  trucking  at  Hartford,  Conn.  On 
Aug.  25,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  25th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  served  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.  In  the  battle  of  Irish  Bend,  April  14,  1863, 
he  received  a  wound  from  a  minie  ball  which  per- 
manently disabled  him  for  service.  An  honorable 
discharge  was  given  him,  and  he  returned  to  Con- 
necticut to  spend  some  time  with  an  uncle,  N.  H. 
Morgan,  then  town  agent.  In  October,  1865,  hav- 
ing somewhat  recovered  his  health.  Col.  Morgan 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven 
Railway  Co.  in  1869,  becoming  their  agent  in 
Hartford,  a  position  he  has  held  continuously  and 
under  all  the  consolidations  to  the  present  time. 
At  that  time  the  road  had  onlv  sixtv-two  miles  of 
road.     Col.    Alorgan    remained   at   Hartford   until 


1885,  completing  twenty  years  of  active  service, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  New  Haven,  and  he  is 
still  agent  for  the  railroad,  and  in  addition  repre- 
sents the  steamboat  company  doing  business  from 
the  city.  The  railroad  and  steamboat  companies 
employ  250  men,  doing  a  large  business,  and  two 
magnificent  boats  are  operated.  Col.  Morgan 
started  in  Hartford  with  twenty-five  men,  and 
there  are  few  who  have  been  on  the  road  as  long 
as  he. 

On  Jan.  i,  1866,  Col.  Morgan  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  E.  Hutchinson,  a  native  of  Lebanon, 
and  a  daughter  of  Austin  Hutchinson,  who  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  only  three  now  living.  Her 
mother  belonged  to  a  family  by  the  name  of  Fish. 
The  two  survivors  of  the  family  besides  Mrs.  Mor- 
gan are:  Leroy  T.,  in  "San  Francisco;  and  Nellie, 
the  wife  of  George  T.  Cook,  who  lives  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Col.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  had  three  chil- 
dren: (i)  Edwin  Hutchinson,  born  Nov.  19.  1871, 
who  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Hartford 
and  in  the  New  Haven  high  school,  now  holds  a 
position  in  the  Claims  Department  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Railroad.  (2)  George  Austin,  born  Nov.  22, 
1873,  ■^^'ho  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Hartford  and  the  New  Haven  high  school,  is  a 
stenographer  in  the  civil  engineering  department 
of  the  Consolidated  Railroad ;  he  married  Agnes 
Rose,  by  whom  he  has  t\vo  children,  Doris  and 
Donald.  (3)  William  Edmund,  born  Oct.  2.  1876, 
received  an  education  similar  to  that  of  his  twc^ 
brothers,  and  in  addition  a  fine  musical  education 
on  account  of  his  ver\'  superior  voice,  and  is  now  a:, 
successful  vocal  instructor  in  New  Haven. 

Col.  (Morgan  is  a  Republican,  and  was  first 
elected  councilman  in  1886,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  the  two  years  following,  and  for  four  years  he 
was  alderman.  His  member'^hip  on  the  board  of 
education  lasted  for  four  years :  on  the  board  of  fire 
commissioners  three  and  one-half  years.  Col.  Mor- 
gan displayed  striking  executive  and  business  abil- 
ity, and  he  was  president  of  the  board  two  terms. 
Since  1899  he  has  refused  all  oflicial  stations, 
though  offered  those  of  much  higher  rank. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Col.  Morgan  has  been 
very  active,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  members  in 
the    State.      His    affiliations     are    -with    St.    John's 
Lodge,  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hartford :  Trum- 
bull Council ;  New  Haven  Commanderv,  No.  2,  K. 
T. ;  and  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Bridge- 
port.    His  associations  with  the  G.  A.  R.  are  very 
tenderly  cherished,  and  he  was  at  "first  a  member  of 
i  Robert  O.  Tyler  Post,  at  Hartford,  but  is  now  in 
I  Admiral  Foote  Post,  at  New  Haven.    In  this  organ- 
j  iication  he  has  filled  many  important  and  responsible 
I  positions,  and  has  been  assistant  quartermaster  gen- 
I  eral  of  the  Department  of  Connecticut  since  1887. 
I  As  secretary  of  the  State  Soldiers"  Hospital  Board 
;  he  fills  a  most  responsible  position  to  the  general 
i  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.    Col.  Morgan  belongs 
'  to  the  Union  \"eterans  L'nion,  an  association  cc:n- 
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posed  of  battle-field  soldiers,  and  in  this  organiza- 
tion has  been  commander  of  the  Department  of 
Connecticut  and  Rho<Ie  Island.  Col.  Morgan  has 
served  as  State  president  of  the  Tatriotic  Order 
Sons .  of  America,  and  belongs  to  Washington 
Camp,  No.  8.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
R.  M. 

WALTER  HUBBARD,  president  of  the  Brad- 
ley &  Hubbard  Alfg.  Co.,  Meriden,  whose  recent 
gift  to  the  city  of  Aleriden  of  the  park  bearing  his 
name,  has  awakened  a  desire  in  many  people  of  the 
State  and  country  who  have  visited  ^feriden  and 
Hubbard  Park,  to  know  something  more  of  the  city's 
benefactor  beyond  the  fact  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
culture  and  means,  for  nearly  a  half  century  has 
■been  one  of  its  leading  business  men  and  manu- 
facturers. A  modest  gentleman,  Mr.  Hubbard  has 
shunned  notoriety,  and  not  having  heretofore  ap- 
peared in  any  of  the  local  publications  and"  never 
held  nor  sought  political  office,  the  public  have  had 
little  or  no  opportunity  to  learn  of  his  career.  It 
is  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts  and  through  the 
desire  of  his  many  acquaintances,  that  the  follow- 
ing brief  record  of  him  and  of  Hubbard  Park  is 
presented : 

Born  April  23,  1828.  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Hubbard  is  a  descendant  of  George  Hubbard  who 
came  from  England  in  1633  and  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Middletown  in  1650.  His  pro- 
geny have  lived  in  this  region  for  some  250  years 
and  the  Hubbards  furnished  a  remarkable  record  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Upward  of  500  Hub- 
bards served  in  that  struggle  from  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut.  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hubbard,  grand- 
tather  of  Walter  Hubbard,  was  one  of  the  number. 

Like  the  majority  of  the  youth  of  his  day,  Wal- 
ter Hubbard  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  his  vicinity.  He  also  attended  the 
Chase  Preparatory  School  at  Middletown.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  secured  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  store  in  Meriden,  where  by  his  thrift,  en- 
ergy and  his  strict  attention  to  the  interests  of  his 
employer,  he  was  enabled  to  accumulate  enough 
capital  to  embark  in  business  for  himself.  This  he 
did  in  1852,  opening  a  store  in  Meriden  and  con- 
tinuing therein  until  i860.  In  the  same  year  (1852) 
he  was  married  to  Abby  Ann,  daughter  of  Levi 
Bradley,  of  Cheshire,  Conn. ;  she  died  a  few  months 
after  their  marriage,  and  ]Mr.  -Hubbard  never  mar- 
ried again. 

In  1854,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
N.  L.  Bradley,  Mr.  Hubbard  founded  the  Bradley 
&  Hubbard  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Meriden  (see  Bradley), 
and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  its  interests.  For 
some  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  president  of  this 
company,  which  has  become  the  largest  manufactur- 
ing institution  of  its  line  of  goods  in  the  world. 
Mr.  Hubbard  is  actively  connected  with  many  im- 
portant concerns  in  Meriden,  being  president  of 
the  Meriden  Gas  Light  Co.,  also  of  the  Meriden 


Electric  Light  Co.,  and  the  Meriden  Trust  &  Safe 
Deposit  Co.  Besides  these  he  is  also  interested  in 
banks  and  other  local  comijaiiies. 

Mr.  Hubbard  built  the  Winthrop  Hotel,  of  Mer- 
iden, which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  New  Englanrl. 
In  this  he  was  actuated  to  confer  a  benefit  upon  the 
city  and  not  as  an  investment  for  himself  personally. 
His  gifts  to  the  various  charities  of  the  city  have 
been  frequent.  In  1883-4  Mr.  Hubbard  went 
around  the  world  and  he  has  frequently  visited 
Europe  and  the  principal  portions  of  this  country. 

In  person  Mr.  Hubbard  is  of  medium  height  and 
of  good  proportion  and  weight.  His  personality  is 
frank  and  straightforward,  and  he  gives  the  ob- 
server tne  impression  of  a  man  who  must  be  well 
liked  by  his  associates.  •  His  pleasant  and  cordial 
manners  win  him  friends  wherever  he  goes.  Time 
has  dealt  gently  with  him.  His  robust  health,  his 
alert  and  active  mind,  and  his  quick  and  almost 
youthful  movements  occasion  much  surprise  to 
those  who  learn  that  he  has  reached  more  than 
three  score  and  ten.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  of  Xew  York  City,  the  Xew  Eng- 
land Society,  of  Xew  York,  and  the  American 
Geographical  Society  and  a  number  of  State  and 
citv  organizations. 

The  following  beautiful  description  of  Hub- 
bard Park  is  taken  from  a  souvenir  published  m 
1901  by  the  Horton  Printing  Co. : 

A  thousand  acres  of  forest  and  stream,  cliff  and  cas- 
cade, hill  and  dale,  lake  and  island,  meadow  and  mere — 
where  the  air  is  sweet  and  pure,  and  the  birds  sing,  and  the 
sun  smiles  on  the  softly-tinted,  warm,  gray  trap,  and  the 
foliage  of  trees  deciduous  and  evergreen;  a  thousand  acres 
where  the  wine  of  life  is  freely  poured — where  the  brain  is 
rested,  the  body  strengthened,  the  soul  brought  into  near 
communion  with  Nature;  made  into  a  perfect  pleasure- 
ground  by  the  hand  of  man.  This  is  Hubbard  Park.  It 
will  continue  to  bf  the  pride  of  Meriden  after  the  city  has 
far  outgrown  its  present  bounds. 

The  park  is  distant  from  Meriden  only  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  the  westward.  It  can  be  quickly  reached  by  electric 
cars  of  both  the  Meriden  and  .Meriden  &  Southington  lines, 
which  make  frequent  trips,  passing  the  main  entrance. 

Within  bounds  are  the  famous  Hanging  Hills,  with 
their  majestic  peaks  over  a  thousand  feet  in  height.  These 
have  the  wild  primeval  beauty  Thoreau  loved.  From  Maine 
to  Florida,  within  fifty  miles  of  the  coast,  there  is  no  other 
land  so  high. 

The  park  is  not  only  the  largest,  but  is  pronounced  by 
celebrated  landscape  architects  the  most  diversified,  inter- 
esting and  striking  of  any  in  New  England. 

Mere  words  would  never  convey  an  idea  of  *  *  *  * 
the  manifold  beauties  of  this  wond<^r-reaim  of  Nature.  The 
park  must  be  visited.  Vou  must  traze  upon  the  placid 
waters  of  the  hill-protected  Mirror  Lake.  Vou  must  drive 
or  walk  along  the  old  Notch  road  (reminiscent  of  the  days 
of  the  toll-gate),  and  the  other  beautiful  drive-ways.  Vou 
must  feel  the  spell  of  Lake  Merimere,  with  its  wooded  island, 
also  of  Lake  Hallmere  Vou  must  witness  1  hat  impressive 
panorama  from  Castle  Craig  Tower,  and  the  peaceful  valley 
that  stretches  below  Fair  \iew.  Vou  must  marvel  at  the 
"crags,  knolls  and  peaks  confusedly  hurled."  Vou  must 
view  the  wild  scenery,  and  have  your  souls  uplifted  by  the 
prospect  from  West  Peak.  Vou  must  rest  in  the  pavilion, 
listen  to  the  plash  of  the  fountains,  and  see  the  grounds, 
where  everv  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  delight  of 
happy  childhood;  vou  must  become  children  yourselves  for 
a  few' blissful  hours  in  Hubbard  Park.     Vou  will  then  real- 
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he  the  full  force  of   the  line  which  Wordsworth  applied  to 
the  perfect   blending   of    Nature's   moods,   and   know   that 
amid  the  woods  and  waters,  the  ferns  and   flowers,  and  the 
,    eternal  hills  of  Hubbard  Park  are  \o  be  found, 

"The  consecration,  and  the  poet's  dream." 

Mr.  Hubbard's  gifts  to  Meriden  do  not  stop 
with  Hubbard  Park.  He  contributes  liberally  to 
the  churches  and  all  local  benevolent  undertakings 
and  public  utilities,  such  as  the  Meriden  Hospital 
and  public  school  library,  and  the  town  abounds  in 
■evidences  of  his  generous  public  spirit. 

EDWIN  BROWNSOX  EVERITT,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Meriden,  a  man  popular 
witli  all  classes,  was  born  in  Watertown,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  6,  18.^5,  son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah 
C.  (Stone)  Everitt.  The  fainily  is  of  English  origin, 
tut  has  been  represented  in  Xew  England  for  more 
than  two  centuries.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Abner  Everitt,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and 
3.  pensioner  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  1817. 

Abraham  Everitt  was  born  on  a  farm  in  War- 
ren, ^Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  Though  lie  attended  the 
district  schools  for  several  terras,  he  was  essentially 
a  self-made  and  self-educated  man.  When  a  boy 
he  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker  in  Litchfield, 
"but  later  removed  to  Watertown  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  a  Mr.  Davis,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Ev€ritt  &  Davis,  manufacturing  several  articles 
which  met  with  ready  sale.  Later  a  stock  company 
was  formed,  known  as  the  Watertown  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  of  which  :Mr.  Everitt  was  president,  and 
Avhich  continued  business  for  several  years,  but 
finally  the  company  met  with  financial  reverses,  and 
the  stock  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Everitt  and  Mr. 
Davis,  who  carried  on  the  concern.  Increasing 
years  and  ill  health  compelled  Mr.  Everitt  to  retire 
in  1862,  and  he  passed  his  last  daVs  with  his  son 
Edwin,  in  Meriden.  He  is  buried  in  the  beautiful 
West  Cemetery  in  Meriden.  For  many  years  he  was 
•a  Mason  in  high  standing,  originally  a  member  of 
Federal  Lodge,  Watertown,  and  for  manv  years  its 
master.  Cpon  coming  to  ^leriden  he  connected 
himself  with  ]Meridian  Lodge,  No.  j~.  A  man  of 
genial  manner,  broad  views  and  keen  foresight,  he 
made  many  friends,  and  his  death  was  deeply 
mourned.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  he 
represented  the  town  of  \\'atertown  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Hartford.  During  slavery  times 
he  was  a  very  prominent  Abolitionist,  ardently  sup- 
ported Abraham  Lincoln,  and  throughout  his  life 
was  a  strong  temperance  man.  His  life  from  the 
time  he  was  a  child  bore  testimony  to  his  ideas,  and 
"he  was  a  man  of  deeds  as  well  as  words.  Mr.  Ever- 
itt was  married  in  Litchfield  to  Sarah  C.  Stone,  a 
native  of  Litchfield  county  and  a  daughter  of  Josiah 
Stone.  Mrs.  Everitt  was  a  most  estimable  lady. 
She  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Concrre- 
gational  Church.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  died  when  young,  the  others  being: 
"Edwin  B. ;  Frances,  who  married   Nathan  Taylor, 


and  with  her  husband  died  in  Meriden ;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Augustus  Lane,  of  Sew  Britain,  Conn. ;  and  Cath- 
arine, wife  of  Edson  A.  Judd,  a  retired  dry-goods 
merchant  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

Edwin  Brownson  Everitt  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Watertown  and  completed  his  education  \ 
at  the  Watertown  Academy.  At  the  age  of  twenty  I 
he  went  to  Hartford  and  became  a  clerk  in  the 
jewelry  house  of  Church. &  Eatterson,  remaining 
however,  but  a  short  time.  Returning  home,  he 
taught  school  in  his  native  town  and  also  in  North- 
field  for  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  to  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a 
Mr.  Burgess,  under  the  firm  name  of  Everitt  & 
Burgess,  to  conduct  a  photography  business.  After 
a  few  years  ^Ir.  Everitt  removed  to  Meriden,  in  the 
early  'sixties,  and  opened  a  studio,  which  he  con- 
ducted very  successfully.  On  account  of  ill  health 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  calling,  and  accept 
a  position  as  agent  with  the  Continental  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  Hartford.  So  successful  was  he  in  this 
line  that  he  was  soon  made  the  companv's  general 
agent  for  Eastern  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 
Some  years  later  he  accepted  a  clerical  position  with 
the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  which  he  has  since  re- 
tained. During  the  lifetime  of  Horace  Wilcox  he 
served  that  gentleman  in  a  private  capacity,  and 
after  his  death  assisted  in  the  management  of  the 
large  estate.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was 
stockholder  in.  and  president  of,  the  North  Ameri- 
can Mercantile  Agency  Co.,  with  offices  in  The 
Evening  Post  building.  New  York,  the  companv  be- 
ing the  first  to  occupy  quarters  in  that  structure. 
Later  the  offices  were  removed  to  the  St.  Paul  build- 
ing. After  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Everitt  sold  his 
interest,  and  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  C. 
F.  Monroe  Co.,  of  Meriden,  he  became  its  secretary, 
and  still   retains  that  office. 

Mr.  Everitt  was  married  in  Otis.  Mass.,  to  Miss 
^lary  A.  Thompson,  of  that  place,  who  is  descended 
on  her  mother's  side  from  Peregrine  White,  the 
first  white  child  bom  among  the  Puritan  settlers  of 
Massachusetts.  No  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  '^. 
and  ^Irs.  Everitt.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement. ]Mr.  Everitt  is  a  man  of  genial  disposi- 
tion, a  good  citizen,  very  popular,  and  keeps  himself 
well  posted  in  current  events.  Politicallv  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can town  committee  of  Meriden.  He  and  his  wife 
are  consistent  members  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active 
part,  and  he  is  deacon  in  that  organization.  For 
a  period  of  about  twenty-five  years  he  was  organist 
or  choir  master  in  various  churches,  having  officia- 
ted for  seventeen  years  in  the  Main  Street  Baptist 
Church  of  Meriden.  He  plaved  the  organ  and  di- 
rected the  music  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stones  of 
the  following  structures :  St.  Andrews'  P.  E. 
Church,  First  M.  E.  Church,  First  Congregational 
Church  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building.  Mr.  Everitt  is  a 
man  of  strict  integrity  and  high  business  principles, 
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a  favorite  among  his  associates  and  beloved  at  his 
own  fireside.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Home  Cktb,  one  of  the  leading-  social  organizations 
of  the  city.  His  social  affiliations  are  numerous. 
Prior  to  coming  to  Meriden  he  was  a  member  of 
Federal  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Waterbury.  He  is 
a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  affiliating  with  Merid- 
ian Lodge,  Xo.  •/J,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  is  past  com- 
mander of  St.  Elmo  Conimandery,  Xo.  9,  K.  T.,  in 
which  organization  he  has  held  the  office  of  Prelate 
since  the  resignation  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Pettee.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  been  the  committee  on  necrologv 
of  the  Grand  Commandery.  At  the  celebration  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Meridian  Lodge  he  was 
the  poet  of  the  occasion,  and  the  lengthy  production 
which  he  read  was  verv  happily  received.  Short 
extracts  from  this  valuable  souvenir  are  herewith 
appended : 

Meridian  No.  77. 

Master  divine!     Our  fathers'  God!     We   come   with   glad 

acclaim. 
To  render  homage  unto  Thee,  and  bless  thy  Holy  name. 
We  thank  Thee  for  "  .Meridian,"  named  for  the  noontide 

sun; 
For  all  her  glorious  wealth  of  work;  her  service  nobly  done. 

We  thank  Thee  for  our  fathers'  faith,  shining  with   steady 

ray, 
And,  guided  by  Thine  open  word  which  on  their  altar  lay. 
How  many  joys,  how  much  of  grief,  what  varied  hopes  and 

fears 
Cluster  around  "  Meridian,"  and  crown  her  fifty  years! 

The  number  of  Meridian,  how  worthy  of  her  fame! 

Of  all  the  rest  the  one  the  best  adapted  to  her  name. 

The  sacred  seven,  the  perfect  seven,  these  two  to  her  are 

given 
The  number  worthy  of  herself, — Meridian,  "Seventy-seven." 


Masonic  Homes. 

When  disappointment  ends  the  work  of  unsuccessful  years. 
The  agony  of  hope  deferred  finds  no  relief  in  tears; 
When  pitiless  adversity  obscures  and  clouds  the  life. 
And  hope  surrenders  to  despair,  tired  of  the  fruitless  strife. 

When  all  the  world  is  unconcerned  ,  averted  every  face. 
When  even  friends  have  vanished,  as  if  to  shun  disgrace, 
'Tis  sweet  to  know  of   one  retreat,  shining  with  glory  bright. 
Where  clouds  and  darkness  disappear  in  heaven's  own  radi- 
ant light. 

Such  are  the  blest  Masonic  Homes,  in  this  and  other  lands! 
The  ministry  to  needy  ones  of  willint;  hearts  and  hands. 
The  night  of  need  turned  into  dav,  thick  darkness  tuined  to 

light. 
The  clouds  that  God's  fair  Temple  hid,  now  with  His  glory 

bright. 

How  blest  the  hand  that  brings  relief,  that  binds  up  broken 

hearts, 
Kindles  anew  the  light  of  hope,  and  life  and  ioy  imparts! 
Just  such  a  blessed  heavenly  work  as  the  bright  ancels  love, — 
A  work  that  lifts  the  sad  earth  up  nearer  to  heaven   above. 


At  Last. 

At  last,  when  work  is  ended  and  every  duty  done. 
With  faith  in  coming  glory  we  meet  life's  setting  sun; 
Awaiting  resurrection,  we  hid  the  world  adieu, 
And  fall  asleep  rejoicing,  the  better  life  in  view. 


The  heavens   that  bend  above  the  earth,  by  night  and  day 

proclaim 
The  glorious  Architect  Supreme,  and  praise  His  holy  name. 
With   them,  and   all   created   things,   we  gladly   sing   His 

praise. 
Who  hath  preserved  and   blest  our  craft,  and   guarded   all 

our  days. 

We  bow  before  the  heavenly  throne,  to  worship   Him  with 

awe, 
The  Sovereign   .Master  of  us  all.  Whose   slightest  wish    is 

Law. 
We  ask  His  blessing  on    the  Craft:     "  Give  us  to  know  Thy 

Love, 
And  grant  that  each  at  last  may  reach  The  Supreme  Lodge 

above." 


LEA  VEX  WORTH.  For  more  than  two  cen- 
turies the  family  bearing  this  name  has  pJaved  an 
honorable  part  in  the  history  of  the  State'  The 
ancient  town  of  Woodbury,  in  Litchfield  county,  was 
the  home  of  its  various  generations  until  three  chil- 
dren of  the  late  Russell  Leavenworth  moved,  be- 
fore 1850,  from  Woodbury,  where  they  were  reared^ 
to  Xew  Haven,  rising  to  honorable  positions  in  the 
City  of  Elms.  Oscar  B.  Leavenworth  was  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  for  many  years,  and  Dr. 
Daniel  C.  Leavenworth  was  a  physician  of  more 
than  local  repute.  Their,  .widows  are  still  living 
in  X^w  Haven.  Boardman  H.  was  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness with  his  brother  Oscar,  on  Church  street,  for 
several  years.  These  gentlemen  were  descendants 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Leaven- 
worth, who  was  born  in  England,  and  came  to 
X'ew  Haven  about  1664,  soon  after  locating  at 
Woodbury.  There  he  rose  to  prominence,  became 
an  extensive  land  owner,  and  died  in  1683,  his 
widow  surviving  until  1715.  From  this  emigrant 
ancestor  Oscar  B.,  Boardman  H.  and  Dr.  Daniel 
C.  Leavenworth  traced  their  line  of  descent  through 
Thomas  (2),  John,  David,  Gideon  and  Russell 
Leavenworth. 

(H)  Thomas  Leavenworth  (2)  was  born  in 
1673,  and  was  married  at  Stratford  about  1698  to 
Mary  Jenkins.  He  was  a  physician,  and  lived  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Huntington,  where  he 
died  in  1754,  his  widow  surviving  until  1768.  Dr. 
Leavenworth  was  a  graduate  of  Vale  College,  and 
was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  communitv.  He  met 
with  large  success  in  all  his  business  ventures,  and 
left  a  fine  estate.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  orig- 
inal members  of  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Huntington. 

(HI)  John  Leavenworth,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas, 
was  born  in  1708.  and  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Deborah  Hurd.  who  became  his  wife  about  1737; 
and  subsequently  to  Mary  Bronson,  who  became  his 
wife  Jan.  2q,  1747.     Mr.  Leavenworth  died  in  17S4. 

(IV)  Capt.  David  Leavenworth,  son  of  John, 
was  born  in  \\"oo(lbury  about  1738.  and  was  married 
in  1759  to  Olive  Hunt.  In  1776  he  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Mary  Downs.  Capt.  Leavenworth 
commanded  the  Fourth  Company  of  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  of  the  Colonv  of  Connecticut  during  the- 


0r     ^    i^ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


213 


Revolution,  and  proved  himself  a  brave  and  skill- 
iiil  officer. 

(V)  Ciideon  Leavenworth,  son  of  Capt.  David, 
was  born  Oct.  26,  1759.  in  Ro.xbury,  Conn.,  and  was 
married  in  1775  to  Louisa  Hunt.  He  was  a  lifelonfj 
farmer,  and  died  in  Roxbury  Oct.  15,  1827,  of 
paralysis.  In  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served  as 
a  commissary  under  Gen.  LaFayette,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  Roxbury  in 
1806.    His  widow  died  the  year  followinjj  his  death. 

(VI)  Russell  Leavenworth,  son  of  Gideon,  and 
father  of  the  late  Oscar  B.  and  Dr.  Daniel  C.  Leav- 
enworth, was  born  at  Roxbury  Oct.  16,  1781,  and 
was  married  March  27,  18 16,  to  Eveline  Stone,  who 
was  born  in  1796.  Their  home  was  at  Woodbury,  and 
in  their  later  years  at  Northampton,  Conn.,  where 
Mr.  Leavenworth  died  March  12,  1866.  The  widow 
survived  four  years,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven  May 
14.  1870.     Their  remains  rest  in  the  Grove  Street 

•cemetery,  where  their  son  Frederick  also  lies.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leavenworth  had  children,  all  born  in 
"Woodbury,  as  follows :  ( i )  Oscar  B.  is  mentioned 
below.  (2)  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  9,  1820,  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  I,  1843,  fo  Jerome  B.  Jackson,  who  died  in 
Woodbury  about  i860,  leaving-  a  daughter,  Ella 
Elizabeth,  born  in  185 1.  The  latter  married  Ben- 
jamin Day,  a  farmer  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
iiad  one  child.  Amy  Leavenworth.  They  moved 
to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  Mr.  Day  died  in  Octo- 
"ber,  1899.  His  widow  and  daughter  (who  is  un- 
married) still  remain  there,  having  property.  They 
spent  the  summer  in  Xew  Haven  with  Mrs.  Day's 
mother,  Mrs.  Jackson,  who  for  years  has  resided 
■with  Dr.  Leavenworth's  widow  at  their  fine  resi- 
dence on  Howe  street.  (3)  Frederick,  who  came 
to  New  Haven  as  a  clerk  with  his  brother  Oscar, 
was  drowned  in  Mill  river  July  6,  1836.  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  while  bathing.  (4)  Boardman  H..  born 
Jan.  26,  1826,  learned  and  carried  on  the  tailor's 
trade  for  years  in  Bristol  and  Plainville,  Conn.  In 
1854  he  made  a  change,  going  into  the  drug  busi- 
Tiess,  he  and  his  brother  Oscar  having  a  drug 
store  on  Church  street.  New  Haven.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times,  first  to  Antoinette  Merriman,  of 
AVaterbury,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  Nellie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Charles  Rattery.  of  Chicago,  and 
moved  thence  to  St.  Louis.  A'ictoria.  B.  C.  and  Cal- 
ifornia; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rattery  have  two  children. 
For  his  second  wife  Boardman  H.  married  a  lady  of 
Plainville.  Conn. :  they  had  no  children.  His  third 
wife  was  ?kliss  Caroline  J.  Todd,  a  member  of  a  fine 
old  family,  who  was  formerly  a  school  teacher,  and 
to  this  union  came  two  children,  Frar.k  and  Etta. 
About  1865  the  family  moved  from  New  Haven  to 
Chicago,  and  they  were  burned  out  in  the  great  fire, 
losing  evervthing.  Boardman  H.  Leavenworth  died 
in  1877,  and  is  buried  in  Chicago,  where  his  family 
still  prefer  to  reside,  near  Mrs.  Leavenworth's 
brother.  (5)  Daniel  C.  is  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Clinton  N.,  born  Nov.  6.  1830.  was  with  his  brothers 
for  a  time.  He  enlisted  in  the  navy  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  was  there  for  a  period,  and  received  an  honor- 


able discharge.  After  visiting  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Lucy 
Plumb  (a  sister  of  his  mother),  in  New  York,  he 
returned  to  the  navy  yard  and  bid  his  comrades 
giiod-bye,  taking  his  traveling  ijag  and  saying  he 
was  going  to  jjurchase  a  new  suit  to  go  home.  But 
so  far  as  his  family  could  learn,  he  was  never  again 
seen  by  any  one  wlio  knew  him. 

Osc.\R  Eeebe  Le.wen'worth,  son  of  Russell 
Leavenworth,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1818.  in  Wood- 
bury, Conn.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah 
Maria  Osborn,  of  Oxford,  who  died  in  1848,  and 
the  only  child  of  this  marriage,  Sarah  Eliza,  died  in 
infancy  the  same  year.  For  his  second  wife  he 
wedded  Elizabeth  A.  Dowd,  of  Northford,  Conn., 
and  to  this  union  came:  Ida  Elizabeth,  born  April 
t8,  1852;  Josephine,  born  July  5,  1857;  Jessie  I., 
born  July  6,  i860;  Min"nie,  born  May  30,  1863:  and 
Frederick  Osca.,  born  Dec.  14,  1865.  Of  these, 
Josephine  married  Edward  B.  Munson.  a  box  man- 
ufacturer of  New  Haven,  and  is  the  mother  of  five 
children — Grace,  Maude.  Harvey,  Ethel  May  and 
Thornton  Sperry.  Jessie  I.,  a  graduate  of  Mrs. 
Cady's  school  married  Albert  H.  Moulton,  of  Kit- 
tery,  Maine,  a  graduate  of  Yale.  1881,  who  practiced 
law  for  several  years  in  New  Haven :  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  Josephine  E.,  Nelson 
Leavenworth  and  Albert.  Ida  E.  died  Jan.  19, 
1897;  Minnie  died  Aug.  12,  1864;  Frederick  O. 
married  Mrs.  Jennie  Hayden  in  October,  1893,  and 
has  one  son,  Benjamin  Frederick,  bom  July  30, 
1894.  The  family  are  Congreg-ational  in  church 
association.  Mr.  Leavenworth  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  Phelps,  of  Woodbury,  three  years,  and 
then  came  to  New  Haven,  in  1839,  to  take  a  place 
as  a  clerk  with  Allen  Smith,  the  druggist,  remain- 
ing imtil  1849,  \vhen  he  opened  a  drug  store  on  his 
own  account.  For  a  number  of  years  he  continued 
in  that  business,  until  the  store  was  destroyed  by 
fire  and  he  bought  a  drug  store  in  Brooklyn,  which 
he  conducted  about  two  years.  Then  he  returned  to 
New  Haven  and  resumed  the  drug  business,  .\bout 
three  years  later  he  sold  out,  and  after  a  time 
opened  a  very  extensive  store  on  Broadway,  which 
he  was  conducting  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having 
become  one  of  the  best-known  men  of  the  city. 
Buying  and  selling  houses  and  lots  quite  exten- 
sively, he  also  built  several  residences,  and  was  very 
successful  in  all  his  real-estate  ventures.  He  died 
from  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  June  28.  1871,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Grove  street  cemetery,  where  his 
wife  Sarah  Maria  and  their  infant  daughter  are  also 
buried.  Mr.  Leavenworth  was  a  well-known  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  also  for  a 
time  an  Odd  Fellow. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  (Dowd")  Leavenworth  was  a 
daughter  of  Russell  B.  Dowd,  a  son  of  Rus.-ell 
Dowd.  a  farmer  cf  Clinton,  known  as  Capt.  Dowd, 
who  sailed  trom  New  Haven  to  New  York,  and  sold 
fowls  and  country  products :  he  lived  to  be  seventy 
vears  old.  Russell  B.  Dowd.  who  was  also  a  farmer 
in  Clinton,  lived  to  be  eighty-three.  In  1835  he 
moved   from   Clinton   to   Northford,   locating  on   a 
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farm  which  he  boiiglnt  from  Henry  Taintor.  He 
was  a  fine  gardener,  having  one  of  the  best  gardens 
in  the  locahty  in  his  day,  and  fruit  in  abundance. 
He  also  raised  cattle,  sheep,  etc.  His  family  are 
buried  in  Xorthford.  His  son  Benjamin  Russell 
Dowd  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  15th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  Washington  in  December, 
1863,  of  typhoid  fever;  he  was  brought  home  and 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  plat.  Russell  B. 
Dowd  married  Eliza  H.  Wright,  who  was  born  at 
Wright  River,  in  Westbrook,  June  9,  1800,  and  died 
in  New  Haven  in  1879.  She  was  but  seventeen  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  Benjamin  Wright,  her 
father,  was  very  friendly  with  the  Indians,  who  were 
around  the  home  all  during  Mrs.  Dowd's  child- 
hood, and  who  had  their  last  burial  spot  in  this  re- 
gion near  the  home  of  the  Wrights,  who  never  had 
any  cause  to  feci  afraid  of  the  Red  men.  There 
were  twelve  children  in  the  family.  Representa- 
tives of  the  Wright  family  came  from  England  and 
were  early  settlers  in  the  town  of  Madison,  which 
belonged  at  one  time  to  two  brothers  of  the  Wright 
family. 

Mrs.  Leavenworth  is  a  well-known  lady  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  is  much  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  She  came  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven when  about  sixteen  years  old,  and  conducted  a 
millinery  business  in  company  with  Mrs.  Graves, 
and  then  witli  a  Mrs.  Langdon,  and  then  engaged 
in  business  for  herself,  building  up  a  fine  trade,  and 
becoming  very  prosperous.  This  business  she  dis- 
posed of  at  her  marriage.  In  1869  she  again  opened 
her  millinery  parlors,  and  in  1871  built  a  fine  store 
for  the  purpose,  in  which  she  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness until,  in  1885,  she  closed  it  out  and  rented  the 
store,  which  she  still  owns.  Mrs.  Leavenworth  is  a 
lady  of  much  ability,  and  belongs  to  the  Women's 
Board  of  Mission  and  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge.  She 
is  also  associated  with  the  W.  R.  C.  In  1849  she 
went  to  Xew  York  on  a  Xew  Year's  trip,  the  jour- 
ney from  Xew  Haven  to  that  city  requiring  twelve 
hours. 

Daniel  Carroll  Le.wenworth,  ]\L  D.,  son  of 
Russell  Leavenworth,  was  born  April  29,   1828,  in 
the  town  of  Woodbury.     He  studied  medicine  in 
.Yale   College,   from   which   he   graduated   in    1865, 
and,  making  his  home  in  X'ew  Haven,  followed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  that  city  all  his  life. 
In  1874  he  came  to  the  home  in  which  his  widow  is 
now  living,  and  resided  there  for  a  number  of  years 
retired  from  the  active  work  of  his  profession.    For 
a  number  of  years  he  had  an  extensive  interest  in 
the  drug  business,  and   during  his  last  years  had   j 
charge  of  the  real  estate  in  Connecticut  which  be-   \ 
longed   to   his    father-in-law.      His   death   occurred   j 
Dec.    19,    1896.     Dr.   Leavenworth  and   Miss  Julia 
Hill  were  married  ^ilay  13,  1869.     She  was  born  in 
Farmington,  and  came  to  Xew  Haven  when  about   : 
six  years  of  age.     Her  father,  A.  S.  Hill,  a  Meth- 
odist clergyman,  was  born  in  Redding,  Conn.,  and   i 
had  extensive  real-estate  investments  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, to  the  management  of  which  the  last  vears  of 


his  life  were  largely  given.  He  died  July  15,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Her  mother,  Ahiah 
I  A.  Judson,  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  Judson, 
{  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  where  he  spent  his  active  years 
i  in  farming;  he  died  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  Dr.  Leavenworth  and  his 
j  wife  had  one  child,  Charles  S.,  born  July  17,  1874, 
j  now  a  professor  of  history  at  Xanyang  College,  at 
j  Shanghai,  China;  he  graduated  from  Wesleyan  in 
i  1895,  and  from  Yale  in  1897,  from  which  he  re- 
j  ceived  the  degree  of  [Master  of  Arts  in  1899. 

BRADLEY.    Among  the  distinguished  families 

I  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  is  that  of  Bradley,  the 
name  having  been  an  honored  one  for  many  gen- 
erations and  represented  at  the  present  date  bv  men 
of  means  and  influence.   • 
I     ^    William  Bradley,  the  founder  of  the  familv  in 
j   Xew    England,    came    from    England    with    Gov. 
j   Eaton,    in    company    with    others    who    established 
families  and  also  did  much  toward  the  earlv  set- 
tlement of  the  Colonies.    William  Bradlev  was  mar- 
ried  Feb.    18,    1645,  to  Alice  Pritchard.'     He  died 
in   1691. 

Joseph  Bradley,  son  of  William  the  settler,  was 
born  in  1646,  and  died  in  1704.  On  Oct.  25,  1667, 
he  married  Silence  Brockett. 

Samuel  Bradley,  son  of  Joseph,  was  bom  in 
1681,  and  died  in  1757.  He"married  Abigail  At- 
water,  who  was  born  Jan.  16,  1684,  and  died  Jan. 
22,<  1742. 

Samuel  Bradley  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
March  21,  1707,  and  was  married  Dec.  16,  1732. 
to  Eunice  Munson.  They  lived  in  Xew  Haven  and 
Wallingford. 

Titus  Bradley,  son  of  Samuel  (2),  was  born  in 
1746,  and  died  Feb.  9.  181 1.  In  1769  he  married 
Lydia  Yale  Todd,  and  they  lived  in  Xorth  Haven. 
Titus  Bradley,  Jr.,  son  of  Titus,  was  born  in 
1776,  and  died  in  1822.  In  1805  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Munson,  who  died  in  1861. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Marv  (Good- 
year) :\Iunson,  and  traced  her  ancestry  back 
through  Jabez  and  Eunice  ( Atwater)  Munson,  and 
Stephen  and  Lydia  (Bassett)  Munson,  to  Samuel 
and  Martha   (Bradley)   Munson; 

Seymour  Bradley,  son  of  Titus,  Jr.,  was  lx)rn 
Aug.  14,  1806,  and  died  April  25,  1890.  On  Sept. 
30,  1829,  he  married  Delia  Barnes,  who  was  born 
June  6,  1809,  and  died  Jan.  4.  1880.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  "and  Eunetia  (Blakeslee) 
Barnes,  her  line  reaching  back  through  Joshua  and 
Mercy  (Tuttle)  Barne's,  Capt.  Toshua  and  De- 
borah (Wooding)  Barnes,  and  Thomas  and  Marv 
(Leek)  Barnes,  to  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Frost) 
Barnes.  Seymour  Bradlev  conducted  a  store  on 
Chapel  street,  Xew  Haven,  for  many  years,  estab- 
lishing it  when  he  was  a  young  man.  ' 

Robert  Barnes  Bradley,  son  of  Seymour,  was 
born  March  10,  1832,  in  Xorth  Haven.'  Conn.,  and 
died  Jan.  22,  1890.  in  Xew  Haven.  His  early  school 
days  were  spent  in  Xew  Haven,  and  he  was  a  pupil 
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in  two  well-known  schools,  the  Lovcll  Lancasterian 
School  and  lati.-r  the  select  school  conducted  by  Mr. 
Thomas.  Until  1858  he  remained  assisting  his  fa- 
ther in  the  store,  antl  at  tiiat  date  he  opened  up  a 
business  of  his  own,  embarking  in  the  agricultural 
implement  line  on  State  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Court  street.  There  he  was  known  by  the  older 
residents  for  many  years,  continuing  his  business 
until  his  death,  in  iSyo,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  firm  of  Bradley  &  Dann.  On  Dec.  30,  1858, 
Mr.  Bradley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cornelia 
Minor,  who  was  born  July  13,  1835,  daughter  of 
Truman  and  Eunice  (Peet)  Elinor,  and  a  descend- 
ant— through  Seth  and  Susannah  (Frisbie)  Minor, 
Israel  and  Anna  (Lake)  Minor,  Josiah  and  ilary 
(Barnum-Shove)  Minor,  and  Ephraim  and  Re- 
becca (Curtiss)  Alinor — of  Capt.  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Booth)  Minor.  Capt.  John  ]\Iinor  was  born 
in  1634,  and  his  wife  on  Sept.  12,  1647;  his  death 
took  place  Sept.  17,  1719,  and  hers  on  Oct.  24,  1732; 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  Oct.  19,  1658.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Barnes  Bradley  had  two  daugh- 
ters, Delia  Barnes  and  Cornelia  Elinor.  The  tor- 
mer  married  Charles  W.  \\'hittlesey.  and  they  have 
two  children,  Ethel  and  Robert  B.  For  many  years 
Robert  Barnes  Bradley  was  prominent  in  Center 
Church,  and  served  as  treasurer  of  the  society,  and 
on  committees  for  a  long  period. 

Truman  Minor,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Barnes  Bradley,  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Minor, 
Horton  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  plows,  in  Peeks- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  and  there  Mrs.  Bradley  was  reared. 
Mrs.  Eunice  (Peet)  Minor,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Bradley,  traced  an  unbroken  line  to  her  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor,  John  Peet,  through  her  parents,  Jehiel 
and  Lois  (Manville)  Peet,  Jehiel  and  Joanna 
(Walker)  Peet,  Richard  and  Sarah  (Curtiss)  Peet, 
Benjamin  and  Priscilla  (Fairchild)  Peet.  and  Ben- 
jamin and  Phebe  (Butler)  Peet,  Benjamin  being  a 
son  of  John.  John  Peet  came  from  England  in 
1635,  a  passenger  in  the  "Hopewell,"  from  England, 
and  settled  in  Stratford,  Connecticut. 

Frederick  T.  Br.\dley,  son  of  Robert  Barnes 
Bradley,  was  born  Nov.  28.  i860.  On  June  15, 
1887,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Emily  Mersick,  daugh- 
ter of  Edwin  F.  Mersick,  and  two  children  came  to 
this  union  :  Seymour  Mersick,  born  April  25,  1888  ; 
and  Mildred,  born  May  i,  1890.  ]^Ir.  Bradley's  fa- 
ther early  determined  to  send  him  to  Yale,  and  he 
was  graduated  with  honor  from  Hopkin's  Grammar 
School,  and,  in  June,  1883,  from  the  Yale  Scientitic 
School,  immediately  afterward  going  into  business 
with  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until 
1890.  In  that  year,  in  association  with  George  E. 
Dann,  he  succeeded  to  the  business,  but  three  years 
later  he  retired,  and  on  Jan.  i,  1894,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  English  &  Mersick,  which  on 
June  28,  1895,  was  incorporated  as  the  English  cS: 
Mersick  Co.,  with  Edwin  F.  Mersick  as  president 
and  treasurer,  F.  T.  Bradley  as  secretary,  and  John 
B.  Kennedy  as  vice-oresident.  Upon  the  death  of 
Mr.  Mersick  Mr.  Kennedy  became  president,  Fred- 


crick  T.  Bradley,  treasurer,  and  John  MacKay,  sec- 
retary, of  the  company.  Mr.  P^radley  is  a  member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Conimerce,  and  is  treasurer  of 
the  Stevens  &  Sackett  Co.,  manufacturers  of  coach 
lamps.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Xew 
Colony  Historical  Society  and  the  Sons  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grad- 
uates Club,  and  the  Yale  Club,  Xew  York  city. 

JOSEPH  E.  COE  is  a  valued  and  noted  citi- 
zen of  Meriden,  whose  fame  extends  throughout 
many  States  in  the  Union  as  an  unceasing  worker 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  educational  en- 
lightenment. His  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Middlefield,  Conn.,  June  16,  1827,  and  he 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Eli  Coe.  The  genealogy  of 
the  family  will  be  found  in  the  biography  of  Levi 
E.  Coe  elsewhere. 

Joseph  E.  Coe  grew  to  young  manhood  in  his 
native  place,  attending  only  the  district  schools, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  followed  farming.  Al- 
though he  had  little  capital  to  begin  with  a  provi- 
dent husbanding  of  his  resources  and  judicious  in- 
vestments in  Chicago  real  estate  placed  means  at 
his  disposal,  his  business  acumen  assisting  him  in 
so  managing  the  same  as  to  bring  him  substantial 
returns.  While  still  a  young  man  his  thoughts  were 
turned  into  religious  channels,  and  for  many  ye&rs 
past  he  has  devoted  himself  largely  to  promoting 
the  religious  thoughts  of  his  fellow  men.  His  ef- 
forts in  this  direction  have  been  so  successful  and 
he  has  traveled  so  widely  in  pursuing  this  work, 
that  he  has  become  extensively  known,  although  his 
work  may  never  be  fully  appreciated.  Mr.  Coe  was 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Meriden  Hospital.  A 
large  part  of  the  competency  amassed  has  been 
benevolently  donated  to  tne  cause  in  which  he  is 
profoundly  interested.  Many  of  the  methods  of 
^Ir.  Coe  in  his  religious  work  are  original  witli  him, 
one  of  these  being  the  distribution  of  leaves  of  the 
Bible,  one  leaf  at  a  time,  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
this  entailing  a  large  outlay.  Mr.  Coe  also  bought 
and  disbursed  about  two  thousand  copies  of  the  re- 
vised version  of  the  Xew  Testament,  besides  4.000 
copies  of  the  old  version.  The  public  schools  have 
also  benefited  by  his  liberality  as  he  has  given  a 
large  number  of  dictionaries  to  them,  and  he  has 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  educational  matters. 
The  native  town  of  Mr.  Coe  has  been  remembered 
very  generously  by  him,  he  having  donated  an  ample 
sum  to  provide  quarters  in  the  Middlefield  town  hall 
for  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Mr.  Coe  being  a  stanch  ad- 
\ocate  of  temperance  and  a  strong  ally  to  the  forces 
contending  against  the  use  of  tobacco.  In  pur- 
suance of  his  commendable  work  in  temperance  and 
religion  he  has  paid  out  many  thousands  of  dollars 
of  his  own  money,  employing  men  to  assist  him,  giv- 
ing his  own  time  gratuitously.  Few  men  in  this  lo- 
cality have  been  as  prominent  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
and  he  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  of  Xew  York  city. 

The  first  marriage  of  Joseph  E.  Coe  was  to  Miss 
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Laura  L.  Miller,  his  second  marriage  beins  to  Miss 
Orpha  R.  Root.  For  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Coe  has 
stanchly  upheld  the  principles  he  believed  to  be 
right,  and  his  declining  years  are  cheered  by  tlie 
assurance  that  he  has  put  his  best  energies  into 
this  work,  and  that  he  deserves  the  commendation 
of  "well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant."  Al- 
though bodily  ills  afflict  him,  he  bears  all  with  the 
fortitude  of  a  Christian,  being  an  example  in  this 
as  in  other  ways,  and  meriting  the  esteem  and  af- 
fection with  which  he  is  universally  regarded. 

OLIVER  RICE  was  during  his  lifetime  one  of 
Meriden's  leading  agriculturists  and  a  well-known 
citizen.  His  birth  occurred  Xov.  17,  1819,  on  the 
old  Rice  homestead,  in  the  Hanover  District,  Meri- 
den,  and  hv'  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  famil- 
ies of  Xew  Haven  countv. 

Samuel  Royce  (as  the  name  wa.";  then  written) 
the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  Xew  Haven  eounty, 
was  a  son  of  Robert  Royce.  who  died  in  Xew  Lon- 
don in  1676.  Robert  Royce  was  made  a  Freeman  in 
1634  in  Boston.  Before  1650  and  until  1657  he  is 
known  to  have  been  in  Stratford,  Conn.  He  re- 
moved to  X'ew  London,  where  in  1660  he  was  con- 
stable, a  very  important  position  at  that  time.  X'one 
of  his  sons  remained  in  Xew  London.  His  son 
Samuel  settled  with  his  sons  in  Wallingford,  and 
they  were  among  the  first  families  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Xew  Colony.  On  Jan.  9.  1667,  Samuel  Royce 
married  Hannah  Churchwood,  and  among  their 
children  was  Samuel  (2),  born  in  1673.  '  Samuel 
Royce  (i),  died  in  171 1.  The  first  marriage  of 
Samuel  Royce  (2)  was  to  Sarah  Baldwin,  and  to 
this  union  were  born :  Abigail.  Prudence,  Delilah, 
Isaac,  Ebenezer,  Nathaniel,  John,  Mary  and  Jacob ; 
the  last  named  married  Thankful  Beach.  The 
second  marriage  of  Samuel  Royce  (2)  was  cele- 
brated Dec.  12,  1695,  Hannah  Benedict  becoming 
his  bride.  She  was  born  Jan.  8,  1676,  and  died 
Jan.  12,  1761.  To  this  marriage  were  born:  Han- 
nah, Ezekiel  (direct  ancestor  of  Oliver  Rice),  Sam- 
uel, Abel,  Benjamin,  ^lehitable  and  Ebenezer. 

Ezekiel  Royce,  son  of  Samuel   (2),  was  born 
Feb.  10,  1699,  was  a  farmer  and  large  land  owner, 
and  became  active  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  com- 
munity, serving  as  justice  of  the  peace   for  many 
years.     He  was  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  French  and 
Indian    war,    and    the    commission    which    he    re- 
ceived from  King  George  II  as  lieutenant  in  His 
Majesty's  service  "in  the  train-band  in  the  parrish 
of  Merridan  in  the  Town  of  Wallingford"  is  among 
the  oldest  documents  in  the  State.     He  died  Sept.   | 
4,  1765,  and  lies  at  rest  in  the  old  Buckwheat  .Hill   ! 
cemetery.    The  first  marriage  of  Ezekiel  Roxxe,  on   1 
April  25.  1723,  was  to  Anna  Merwin,  who  died  Dec.   | 
20,    1725.      The    second    marriage,    on    X'ov.    30,   I 
1726,  was  to  Abigail  Ailing,  who  was  born  June  28,   ' 
1701,  and  the  children  of  both  unions  were:     Sam-   I 
uel.   born   in    1724:   Barnabas,    1725:   Anna,    1727;   j 
Rachel,   1728:  Ezra,   1730;  Lucy,    1732:  Deborah,  j 


1734;    Ezekiel,    1736    (died    in    infancv)  ;    Ezekiel, 
Oct.  1 5,  1739;  and  Abigail,  1751. 

Ezekiel  Royce  (2),  son  of  Ezekiel,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  Oct.  15,  1739.  When  the 
Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he  joined  a  company 
commanded  by  Capt.  John  Couch,  in  Col.  Wads'- 
worth's  regiment,  was  at  the  battles  of  Lexington, 
Bunker  Hill  and  Long  Island,  and  all  through  the 
struggle  took  an  active  part.  He  was  well  known 
to  the  people  of  his  State.  His  landed  possessions 
were  large,  and  the  present  homestead,  where  the 
family  of  his  name  still  resides,  was  built  by  him 
in  1779.  After  a  long  and  active  life  he  died'  Sept. 
3,  1808.  Ezekiel  Royce  (2)  married,  June  19,  1759, 
Lydia  Hough,  who  died  Oct.  28,  1813.  Their  son, 
Ezekiel  (3J,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1777.  on  the  home- 
stead, where  he  spent  his  life  following  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  died  Sept.  14,  1849. 
His  political  sympathies  were  with  the  Whig  party, 
and  in  religion  he  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  On  Dec.  10,  1798,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Merriam,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1S16,  and 
on  Nov.  13,  1816,  he  married  Bethiah,  widow  of 
Dr.  Theophilus  Hall,  who  was  born  July  4,  1784, 
and  died  Sept.  16,  1858.  Seven  children  came  to 
the  first  marriage:  Lydia,  born  Feb.  5,  1800,  mar- 
ried Jesse  Garrison  Baldwin,  of  Middletown,  April 
14,  1830,  and  died  May  13,  1876;  Erastus,  born 
July  7,  1802,  died  Aug.  2,  1866;  Minerva,  born 
Aug.  2,  1804,  married  Salmon  Merriam.  of  Meri- 
den,  Feb.  15,  1826,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1866;  Mary, 
born  Sept.  24,  1806,  married  Albert  Boardman,  of 
Cromwell,  Oct.  3,  1827,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1865  ; 
Ezekiel  Allen,  born  Aug.  25,  1808,  married  Re- 
becca Bull,  Nov.  29,  1836.  and  died  Nov.  7,  1882: 
Hezekiah,  born  June  10,  1811,  married  Maria  Brad- 
ley, and  for  his  second  wife  married,  in  May.  1866, 
Fanny  A.  Thompson  (he  died  in  October,  1882 )  ; 
Irene,  born  Nov.  22,  1813,  married  Orrin  Tudd 
Dutton  Oct.  30,  1833,  and  died  July  5,  1885.  'The 
children  of  the  second  union  were :  Betsey,  bom 
in  1817,  married  William  M.  Judd,  of  Kent,  Conn., 
Dec.  3,  1840;  Oliver  was  born  Nov.  17,  1819:  Will- 
iam T.,  born  Sept.  2,  182 1,  married  Susan  Collins 
Nov.  7,  1841,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1852:  Sophia, 
born  Aug.  23,  1823,  married  John  S.  Caldwell,  of 
Belfast,  Maine,  Oct.  18,  1858.  and  died  Jan.  26, 
1896;  Julia  B.,  born  June  29.  1826.  married  Thomas 
B.  Clark  Jan.  11,  1848,  and  resides  in  San  Fran- 
cisco; Sarah,  born  Aug.  22,  1829,  married  Charles 
H.  Parsons,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  Jan.  5,  1852. 

Oliver  Rice,  the  subject  proper  of  this  biog- 
raphy, was  born  on  the  old  family  farm,  and  in 
his  early  years  attended  the  local  district  school, 
later  the  ^leriden  Academy.  When  his  school  days 
were  over  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  going 
to  Ohio  and  entering  a  store  in  Elyria,  as  clerk. 
There  he  spent  the  succeeding  six  years,  but  the 
old  home  drew  him  back,  and  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  there,  busily  and  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising.     His  death  occurred 
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Feb.  26,  18S6,  and  his  remains  lie  in  tlie  West 
cemetery. 

On  Aug.  27,  1846,  Mr.  Rice  married  Mary  Abby 
■Caldwell,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Caldwell,  of  Ips- 
wich, Mass.  The  family  is  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Rice  was  Eunice,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Eunice  (Hodgkins)  Stanwood,  both  members 
of  old  and  prominent  families  of  Massachusetts. 
Mrs.  Rice  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  She 
is  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  refinement ;  in  her 
■earlier  years  was  a  teacher,  and  all  her  life  has  en- 
joyed intellectual  pursuits.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice:  Arthur  Woods  graduated 
as  a  civil  engineer  at  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School. 
and  is  now  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain ;  Anna  Caldwell  attended  school  at  Meriden,  and 
later  the  Young  Ladies  Seminary  at  Ipswich,  Mass., 
.and  taught  several  years  in  the  public  schools  of 
Meriden :  William  Theophilus,  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  at  the  Gunnery,  in  Washington, 
Conn.,  has  been  on  the  homestead  all  his  business 
Jife,  operating  it  successful  since  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  is  a  well-known  and  respected  citizen ; 
Helen  B.,  educated  in  Meriden  and  Ipswich,  mar- 
ried Dr.  E.  W.  Smith,  of  Meriden ;  Oliver  died  in 
infancy. 

In  politics  Oliver  Rice  was  a  Republican,  and 
"he  was  always  known  to  be  as  consistent  with  his 
political  principles  as  he  was  in  his  religion,  for 
many  years  being  a  valued  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  With  a  keen  perception  of  right 
and  wrong,  he  was  noted  for  his  fairness  toward 
■opponents.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Rice  took  a  prominent 
part  in  every  movement  that  promised  good  to  his 
locality,  served  as  selectman  and  held  other  local 
■offices,  and  was  especially  zealous  in  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  education.  The  family  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  esteemed  in  Meriden. 

THEODORE  FREUXGHISEX  BAILEY, 
the  well-known  laundryman  of  Meriden,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug. 
25,  1828,  and  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  Xew  Eng- 
land family.  John  Bailey  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
eight  persons  who  moved  to  Haddam  in  1662  and 
took  up  the  body  of  land  deeded  by  the  Indians  to 
MatthcAv  Allyn  and  Samuel  Wyllys.  These  were 
generally  young  men,  who  married  about  the  time 
of  settlement,  and  several  are  known  to  have  come 
immediately  from  Hartford.  John  Bailey  lived  in 
Haddam  with  his  two  sons.  Benjamin  and  John,  and 
was  constable  there  in  1656. 

Benjamin  Bailey,  son  of  Tohn  of  Hartford,  had 
these  sons:  John,  Benjamin  and  Xathaniel,  of 
whom  John  and  Benjamin  were  deaf  and  dumb. 
They  were  well  able  to  support  themselves,  however, 
and  both  reared  families.  Xathaniel,  the  other  son, 
"had  two  sons,  Daniel  and  Ezekiel. 

John  Bailey  (2).  son  of  John  of  Hanford.  had 
four  sons:  John,  Ephraim,  Jonathan  and  David. 
John  Bade-  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  had  five  sons: 
Nathan,  Jeremiah,  Amos,  James  and  William. 


Ephraim  Bailey,  son  of  John  (2),  had  nine  chil- 
dren: Ephraim,  Jacob,  Stephen,  Jabez,  Caleb,  Abi- 
jah,  William,  Olive  and  Epliraim   (2). 

William  Bailey,  son  of  Ephraim,  married  Betsy 
Horton.  He  was  a  farmer  and  landowner  in  the 
town  of  Haddam  and  was  a  man  well  known  and 
highly  respected.  He  participated  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  a  pensioner  in  18^2. 

Eliakini  Bailey,  son  of  William  and  Betsy  (Hor- 
ton) Bailey,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  a 
pensioner  in  1832.  He  married  Thankful  Brainerd, 
who  was  born  Aug.  15,  1758,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Brainerd.  Four  children  were  born  to  him :  Enos, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years ;  Jeremiah,  who 
died  in  Durham  at  the  age  of  ninety ;  Levi,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject :  and  Esther. 

Daniel  Brainerd  (occurring  in  records  also 
Brainard  and  Braynard,  although  the  first  spelling 
is  generally  adopted  by  the  Haddam  family)  was 
born  in  Braintree.  County  of  Essex,  England,  and 
was  brought  when  eight  years  of  age  to  Hartford, 
where  he  lived  in  the  Wyllys  family  until  of  age. 
He  was  one  of  the  twenty-eight  persons  who  moved 
to  Haddam  in  1662  and  took  up  the  body  of  land 
deeded  by  the  Indians  to  Matthew  Allyn  and  Sam- 
uel W^yllys.  Daniel  became  a  deacon  in  the  church, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  prosperous,  respectable 
and  influential  citizen.  He  became  the  greatest  land- 
owner in  Haddam,  owning,  besides  rights  in  other 
places  about  town,  about  a  mile  in  the  northeast  part 
of  what  lies  west  of  the  Connecticut  river,  including 
what  is  covered  bv  the  present  village  of  Higganum. 
After  his  settlement  in  Haddam  young  Brainerd  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  his  mother  in  which  she  spelled 
her  name  Brainwood,  which  renders  it  probable  that 
such  was  the  original  name.  In  a  few  instances  the 
name  thus  written  has  been  found  in  old  records  in 
this  country.  Daniel,  however,  had  called  his  name 
Brainerd,  and  this  spelling  prevailed.  His  first 
marriage  was  to  Hannah  Spencer,  a  daughter  of 
Gerrard  Spencer,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  but  afterward  of 
Haddam,  Connecticut. 

William  Brainerd.  son  of  Daniel  the  emigrant, 
was  bom  in  1673.  He  married,  in  1698.  Sarah  Bid- 
well,  and  had  seven  children.  The  family  lived  on 
Haddam  Xeck. 

Samuel  Brainerd,  son  of  William,  was  born 
Julv  4,  1706,  and  married  on  Oct.  31,  1734.  to 
Esther,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  and  Mary  (  Bush- 
nein  Brainerd.  They  settled  in  the  northwestern 
district  of  Haddam,  called  "Brainerd  District.' 
where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land.  His  death 
occurred  there,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Jan.  12, 
1813,  aged  ninetv-five  years. 

Lev'i  Bailey  was  born  on  the  home  farm  m  Had- 
dam, and  received  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion A  wheelwright  ^bv  trade,  he  manufactured 
spinning-wheels,  living  in  Long  Hill,  Middletown 
for  three  vears  and  then  removmg  to  Durham, 
where  he-became  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  he 
pased  awav  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years:  he  was 
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buried  in  Hig'g'anum  cemetery.  Levi  Bailey  was  a 
life-long  Democrat,  liberal  in  his  rclip;ious  views, 
an  excellent  citizen  and  a  s^ood  ncighl>or.  In  Had- 
dam  he  married  Cynthia  Harvey,  a  native  of  that 
town  and  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Harvey,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  eight  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were :  Cornelia,  who  married 
Loren  Stevens  and  (second)  Enos  Stevens;  Harvev, 
deceased;  Dwight,  who  died  in  Haddam ;  Theodore 
F. ;  Oscar,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Edwin,  who  died  in  Haddam ;  Jane,  married  to 
Frank  Francis,  of  Durham ;  and  Nelson,  a  resident 
of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  who  inarried  Mary  Bailey,  wid- 
ow of  his  brother  Oscar.  The  beloved  mother  came 
to  live  with  her  son  in  ^leriden.  and  he  tenderly 
cared  for  her  in  her  old  age.  She  lived  to  be  eighty- 
nine,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at  Hig- 
ganum,  beside  her  husband.  She  was  a  good.  Chris- 
tian woman,  a  devoted  mother  and  wife,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Theodore  F.  Bailey,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  in  Haddam.  where  he  first 
j  went  to  school,  being  twelve  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  Durham.  During  the  summers 
following  he  hired  out  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and 
he  attended  school  in  the  winters  until  the  age  of 
seventeen,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Meriden  and 
learned'  the  tinner's  trade  with  Lorin  Todd  Mer- 
1  riam,  working  there  for  several  years,  at  S25  for 
I  the  first  year,  $30  for  the  next  and  $40  for  the  third. 
j  For  a  period  of  three  years  he  was  baggage  master 
i  at  the  Aleriden  railroad  station.  On  Aug.  i,  1S62, 
he  became  a  member  of  Company  F,  15th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  under  Col.  Dexter  Wright,  and  participated 
in  several  engagements,  serving  until  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  eye  by  a  percussion  cap,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home. 
For.  some  time  after  that  he  worked  for  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.,  in  the  turning  department,  and  con- 
tinued there  until  he  started  in  the  butter  trade.  He 
bought  out  the  Vermont  Butter  Store,  and  success- 
fully conducted  this  business  for  two  years,  when  it 
was  destroyed  bv  fire.  His  next  venture  was  the 
laundry  business  in  which  he  has  been  so  successful. 
Mr.  Bailey  was  the  pioneer  in  this  line  in  Meriden, 
in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  In  1897  he  retired  from  the  active  manage- 
ment of  the  business,  which  since  then  has  been  con- 
ducted by  his  daughter,  ]\Irs.  Aubrey,  who  has 
branched  out  and  now  conducts  a  large  laundry 
business. 

In  1853  Mr.  Bailey  married,  in  Meriden.  Emily 
J.  Roberts,  who  was  born  in  W'allingford.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ephraim  and  Susan  (Ellis)  Roberts,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  David  Roberts,  who  served  widi 
distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  having  en- 
listed at  the  first  call,  on  July  8,  and  served  to  Dec. 
18,  1775.  He  re-enlisted  under  Capt.  Walker  until 
July  9,  1778,  his  third  re-enlistment  being  under 
Capt.  Wells,  of  W'ethersfield  ;  his  last  enlistment  was 
from  Jan.  18,  1781,  to  Dec.  31,  1781,  in  the  5th  Bat- 


talion, Wadsworth's  Brigade,  under  Col.  William 
Douglas,  of  Xorthford,  Conn.  Mrs.  Bailey  died  in 
June,  1895,  ^'"^'  \\''is  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  ceme- 
tery. She  was  long  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Three  children  were  given  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bailey:  (i)  Lucerne,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months.  (2)  Hattie  L.,  who  married  Will- 
iam H.  Aubrey  and  has  had  three  children,  Alfred 
B.,  William  R.  (at  home)  and  Clara  L.,  of  whom  the 
last  named  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Alfred  B. 
graduated  from  the  Meriden  high  school  in  the  class 
of  1897,  and  from  the  Yale  Law  School  in  1901, 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. :  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  the  same  year,  and  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Meriden.  (3j  Lucretia  S.  married  Jesse  E.  Still- 
man,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  Merriam  Post,  G.  A. 

R.,  of  Meriden,  and  a  charter  member  of  Pacific 

Lodge,  Xo.  87,  I.  O.  O.  F.     Formerly  he  supported 

the  Republican  partv,  but  is  now  a  stanch  Democrat. 

I  With  his  family  he  belongs  to  the  Congregational 

I  Church.     He  is  a  good  man,  well  known  and  popu- 

!  lar,  honest  and  upright,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 

I  substantial  citizens  of  Meriden. 

j         HOTCHKISS    (.Derby  and  Ansonia    branch). 

1  This  branch  of  the  family  from  which  came  that 
of  the  old  time  hardware  dealer  Lockwood  Hotch- 
kiss — who  is  one  of  the  oldest  merchants  of  An- 
sonia and  whose  son,  Hon.  Lockwood  Hgtchkiss. 
Jr.,  has  but  recently  retired  from  the  mayoralty  of 
that  city — is,  with  its  allied  families,  a  conspicuous 
one  in  and  about  the  old  town  of  Derby,  where  its 
members  have  been  prominent  from  the  first  settle- 
ment of  that  locality  in  the  early  Colonial  period. 

In  treating  of  the  first  of  the  name  of  Hotch- 
kiss  in  his  "History  of  Derby,"  Rev.  Orcutt  men- 
tions Elijah  and  Deacon  Eliphalet  coming  to  Derby 
about  the  time,  adding  that  it  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained whose  sons  they  were.  Recent  investiga- 
tion shows  that  Elijah  Hotchkiss  was  in  the  fourth 
generation  from  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  through  Joshua, 
Jacob  and  Elijah.  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  the  American 
ancestor  of  the  family  of  which  we  write,  came  sup- 
posedly from  Essex.  England.  He  was  in  Xew- 
Haven  in  1641,  where  in  1642  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Cleverly.  'Mr.  Hotchkiss  died  Dec.  28.  1653, 
leaving  a  widow  and  six  children,  the  widow  dying 
in  1681.  The  children  were :  John,  Samuel,  James. 
Joshua,  Thomas  and  Daniel  Hotchkiss.  Of  these 
Joshua  Hotchkiss  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  the  N'ew  Haven  men  of  that  day.  He  was  high 
sherifif  of  the  county,  and  a  very  active  and  useful 
citizen  of  Westville.  then  Hotchkiss  town. 

Deacon  Eliphalet  Hotchkiss.  who  came  early  to 
Derbv  and  from  whom  the  Ansonia  family  under 
consideration  (that  of  Lockwood  Hotchkiss  "I  is  de- 
scended, was  about  of  the  same  .ige  as  Elijah,  who- 
was  there  with  him,  and  he  also  descended  from 
Samuel  Hotchkiss,  the  emigrant  settler,  but  the 
links   between   them   we   have   been   unable   to  get. 
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Deacon  Eliphnlet  Hotclikiss  was  born  in  1727,  and 
married,  probably  in  Derby,  Dec.  21,  1751,  Comfort, 
daughter  of  Jabcz  Ilarger,  Jr.,  and  settled  in  North 
End,  and  became  one  of  the  most  active  and  most 
prominent  men  of  Derby.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the 
First  Church  of  Christ,  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
by  occupation  a  carpenter  and  builder.  Deacon 
Hotchkiss  died  July  5,  1803,  ^^^  his  wife  passed 
away  March  11,  1802.  Their  children,  all  born  be- 
tween 1753  and  1787,  inclusive  were:  Susannah, 
Levi,  Eliphalet,  ;Moses,  David  and  Philo. 

From  Deacon  Eliphalet  Hotchkiss  Lockwood 
Hotchkiss,  Sr.,  of  Ansonia,  is  in  the  fifth  generation, 
his  hneage  being  through  Levi,  Elipha  and  Albert 
Hotchkiss. 

(H)  Levi  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Deacon  Eliphalet, 
born  May  2,  1754,  was  four  times  married.  His 
first  wife,  Phebe,  died  April  3,  1789;  his  second, 
Betsey,  died  April  8,  1691 ;  his  third  wife  died  Dec. 
I,  1801,  and  his  fourth  bore  for  her  Christian  name 
Susannah.  His  children  were :  Elipha,  Lucy,  Bet- 
sey, Phebe,  David,  Levi  and  Abbe. 

(HI)  Elipha  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Levi  and  Phebe, 
bom  about  1777,  married  Xancy  Folsom.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  died  September  21,  185 1,  advanced  in 
years,  and  Xancy,  his  wife,  passed  away  Xov.  15, 
1865,  aged  eighty-six.  Their  children  were:  Will- 
iam, Albert',  Mary  Ann,  Burr,  Harriet,  Eli,  John, 
Phebe,  Jane,  Hannah,  Amelia,  Harvey  and  Samuel. 

(IV^  Albert  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Elipha,  born 
in  September,  1803,  married  Sally  Minerva  Curtiss, 
born  Jan.  9,  1800,  daughter  of  Morgan  Curtiss.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  was  engaged  in  coopering  and  farming, 
and  was  a  resident  of  Derby  and  Ansonia.  He  com- 
manded the  esteem  and  held  the  contidence  of  his 
fellow  townsmen,  and  died  Xov.  29,  1864.  His 
children  were :  Lockwood,  Sarah,  Sidney,  John, 
Hattie  and  Emory. 

(V)  Lockwood  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Albert,  born 
Aug.  4,  1826,  married  Augusta,  daughter  of  Har- 
vey and  Xancy  (Riggs)  Johnson.  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
received  his  primary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  early  became  self- 
reliant  and  independent.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason,  and  followed  it  as  an  occupation  in  connec- 
tion with  contracting  and  building  through  his  early 
and  middle  manhood,  and  connected  himself  with 
the  erection  of  many  of  the  buildings  of  his  town 
and  county  through  that  period.  In  1S67  he,  asso- 
ciated with  X'athan  S.  Johnson,  established  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Ansonia,  with  which  lie  has  since 
been  continuously  identified,  and  in  which  he  has 
reared  three  of  his  sons.  The  style  of  the  firm  for 
years  was  Johnson  &  Hotchkiss,  then  Mr.  Hotch- 
kiss succeeded  the  firm  as  sole  proprietor.  Jilr. 
Hotchkiss  is  now  one  of  Ansonia's  oldest  merchants, 
and  most  estimable  and  highly  respected  citizens. 
He  is  doing  business  amid  the  scenes  of  his  early 
boyhood — a  period  of  sixty  and  more  years  ago. 
and  where  he  has  done  business  with  several  gen- 
erations of  his  boyhood  friends  and  acquaintances. 


He  is  of  a  retiring  disposition  and  has  never  as- 
pired to  political  or  puljlic  notoriety — never  an  of- 
fice holder  or  seeker.  His  political  affiliations  have 
always  been  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  re- 
ligious faith  of  the  family  with  the  denomination  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Hotchkiss,  though  passed 
the  allotted  three-score  and  ten,  is  still  active  and 
useful  in  business  and  social  life.  He  has  the  en- 
tire confidence  of  the  community.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  are: 

(i)   Lottie  A.  married  I-'red  A.  Lines,  of  XVw 
Milford,  Connecticut. 

(2)  Albert  E.  married  Xina  E.  Jewerson,  of 
Brooklyn,  Xew  York. 

(3)  Xettie  L.  married  William  Pope,  of  An- 
sonia. 

(4)  Lockwood  Hotchkiss,  Jr.,  born  in  An- 
sonia, March  18.  1S66,  married,  Jan.  12,  1892,  Sus- 
anna Jackson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Jackson,  of  An- 
sonia, and  their  only  child"  is  Mildred  Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  6,  1S94.  ^Ir.  Hotchkiss  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
.\nsonia,  then  began  a  business  career  with  his  fa- 
ther in  the  hardware  store,  and  has  since  been  identi- 
fied with  it.  He  developed  Qualities  in  business  and 
social  life  that  were  considered  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens such  as  to  make  him  an  available  and  efficient 
man  to  aid  in  the  direction  of  municipal  attairs,  and 
in  1895  he  was  elected  to  the  common  council  and 
served  with  credit  in  that  and  the  following  year, 
a  term  of  two  years,  during  the  W'ebster  admin- 
istration. In  1899  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city,  and  served  for  a  term  of  two  years  efficiently 
and  ably.  'Mr.  Hotchkiss,  like  his  father,  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views,  and  otherwise  sustains 
the  father's  reputation.  He  is  a  genial  and  pop- 
ular gentleman,  enterprising  and  public  spirited. 
Socially  he  is  prominent  in  both  Masonry  and  Odd 
Fellowship,  is  a  member  of  Xaugatuck  Lodge,  Xo. 
63,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  George  Washington  Lodge,  Xo. 
82,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Ansonia ;  ^It.  \^emon  Chapter,  X'o.  ' 
35,  R.  A.  M. ;  Union  Council,  Xo.  27,  R.  S. ;  and  ' 
Xew  Haven  Commandery,  X'o.  2,  K.  T. 

(  5  )  Fred  D.  is  yet  single  and  a  clerk  in  the  store  : 
with  his  father. 

The  Riggs  family,  allied  by  marriage  with  the 
Hotchkiss,  is  an  early  Colonial  family,  descendants 
of  Edward,  the  American  ancestor,  who  came  from 
England  in  1633,  locating  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  A 
son,  Edward  (2),  married  (first)  in  1635  Elizabeth 
Roosa,  and  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1646.  In 
1654  he,  with  Edward  \\'ooster,  and  perhaps  others, 
settled  in  the  town  of  Derby. 

The  Johnsons,  too,  were  early  and  prominent  in 
the  Colonial  period  in  Derby,  Xew  Haven,  Wood- 
bury, Seymour  and  this  section  of  Connecticut. 
There  were  several  different  families  of  this  name  in 
the  territory  referred  to.  Harvey  Johnson,  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Lockwood  Hotchkiss,  Sr..  was  a  man 
of  unusual  enterprise  in  the  line  of  his  business, 
that  of  a  mason  and  builder.    He  was  born  Feb.  14, 
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1798,  in  the  town  of  Monroe,  Conn.,  but  later  lived 
in  Derby  and  Ansonia.  He  married  Xancv  Ri^gs, 
of  Oxford,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children.  This  couple  celel)rated  their  golden  wed- 
ding Feb.  14,  1869,  and  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Few 
men,  if  any,  in  the  State  had  in  his  dav  erected  so 
many  public  and  business  buildings  and  dwellmgs 
as  had  Mr.  Johnson.  .Among  these  were  the  Insane 
Retreat  at  Hartford;  the  State  prison  at  Wethers- 
field;  old  Washington  College,  now  Trinity,  at 
Hartford;  St.  John's  Church  at  Bridgeport';  St. 
James"  church  at  Birmingham;  St.  John's  church  at 
Waterbury ;  and  a  stone  church  in  Washington, 
Connecticut. 

PHILAXDO  ARMSTRONG.  For  many 
years  the  firm  of  H.  B.  Armstrong  &  Co.  repre- 
sented one  of  the  most  solid  business  concerns  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  This  firm  was  estab- 
lished in  1876  by  Philando  Armstrong,  consisting 
of  himself  and  H.   B.   Armstrong. 

John  Armstrong,  the  father  of  Philando,  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick.  Xova  Scotia,  and  was 
descended  from  the  great  and  widespread  Border 
familv  of  Armstrongs,  which  derives  its  name  from 
the  following  circumstances :  "An  ancient  King  of 
Scotland  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  in  battle, 
and  was  immediately  remounted  by  Fairbeorn.  his 
armor-bearer.  For  this  timely  assistance  the  King 
amply  rewarded  him  with  lands  on  the  Border,  and 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  so  important  a  service 
as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed — 
■for  Fairbeorn  took  the  King  by  the  thigh,  and  set 
him  on  his  saddle' — his  royal  master  gave  him  the 
appellation  of  Armstrong,  and  assigned  to  him  for 
a  crest  an  armed  hand  and  arm ;  in  the  left  hand  a 
leg  and  foot  in  armor  couped  at  the  thigh,  all 
proper." 

Our  subject's  father  early  chose  the  life  of  a 
sailor.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left  home  and 
shipped  to  the  West  Indies,  and  it  was  in  one  of 
the  ports  there  that  he  fortunatelv  fell  in  with  Capt. 
Ichabod  Smith,  and  returned  with  him  to  West  Ha- 
ven, remaining  on  his  farm  for  the  succeeding  two 
years.  Being  successftd  in  this  line.  Mr.  Armstrong 
remained  on  a  farm  all  his  life.  His  marriage  took 
place  in  West  Haven  to  Pollv.  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Smith,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
to  them :  Lorenzo  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
Sereno  died  in  1808;  Cynthia  married  Robert  }klills; 
Harriet  married  Henrv  Thompson;  Lorenzo  (2) 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty ;  William  O.  lived  to  be 
sixty-six :  Eliza  married  a  Mr.  Richards ;  Philando 
is  mentioned  below.  The  father  died  In  1840,  but 
the  mother  survived  until  186;. 

Philando  Armstrong  was  born  June  21.  1825, 
and  spent  his  early  school  davs  in  West  Haven. 
Until  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  worked  on  the 
home  farm.  In  1837  Lorenzo  and  William,  his 
older  brothers,  opened  up  a  grocery  business  on 
Long  Wharf,  and  Philando  worked  for  them  and 
■was  so  efficient  that  they  gave  him  a  place  in  the 


firm  before  he  was  of  age.  The  firm  enlarged  and 
became  shipping  merchants  in  the  Xew  Haven. 
West  Indian  and  South  American  trade,  continuing 
in  business  until  1875.  The  heirs  of  Lorenzo  and 
William  .Armstrong  continue  the  business  in  Xew 
York  City  under  the  original  name  of  L..  W.  &  P. 
Armstrong,  of  Wall  street.   Xew  York  city. 

For  thirty-five  years   Philando  Armstrong  was 
in  business  with  his  brothers  on  Long  Wharf,  but 
in    1876   he   established    H.    B.   Armstrong  &   Co., 
which   for  twenty-five  years   has  been   engaged  in 
the  furniture  business,  and  is  now  being  closed  up, 
the  property  in  Orange  street  being  designed  for  a 
box  factory.     Since   1842   Mr.  Armstrong  has   re- 
sided in  Xew  Haven,  and  here  his  first  marriage, 
to  Charlotte  Malloy,   was  celebrated.     The  second 
union  was  to  Catherine  Bradley.     Mr.  Armstrong's 
children   were :     Wallace   Townsend    Burden,   who 
died     Feb.    9,    1886;    Henry    Bolden ;    Delora,    de- 
ceased ;  Lillian,  deceased  ;  Lillian  Idlewild,  who  mar- 
ried F.  H.   Benton,  and   has   two  children.   Roger 
and  Louis;  Philando  Sitiendio,  born  Oct.   i,  1865; 
'  Ricardo  Fuertoes.  born  Dec.  6,  1867;  and  Maud  S., 
i  born  Aug.  29,    1871.     All   were  educated  in   Xew 
i  Haven.       H.     Bolden     Armstrong     was     born     in 
j   Xew    Haven    Oct.    i,    1855,    ^^'-^    married    Lillian 
1  I.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Clark,  of  Xew 
j   Haven.      Children   as    follows    have    been    born    to 
!  them:      Delora   Etta,   Aug.    13.    1882;    H.   B..   Jr., 
June  26,  1893;  and  Lillian  Clark,  May  i,  1895. 

ROBERT  CATLIX  PECK  (deceased)  was, 
during  his  lifetime,  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
prominent  business  men  of  X'ew  Haven,  a  leader  in 
the  wholesale  grocery  trade  and  an  estimable  and 
highlv  respected  citizen. 

The  Peck  family  is  one  of  the  old  ones  of  Litch- 
field county.  Conn.,  where  many  of  them  still  reside, 
and  in  the  town  of  Bethany,  Sidney  Peck,  the  fa- 
!  ther  of  our  subject   was   born,   and   there  married 
I  Catherine  Catlin,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Catlin,  a  promi- 
:  nent  physician  of  Litchfield  county.     To  them  were 
born  six  children :    Joseph  C,  Robert  C.  Jay.  Maria 
R.,  Sidney  and  Catherine.    Joseph  C.  and  our  sub- 
1  ject  became  merchants  in  Morris,  Conn.,  for  a  few 
I  years,  and  later  thev  came  to  Xew  Haven  :  Jay  died 
;  in  young  manhood :  Maria  R.  and  Sidney  have  both 
i  passed    awav ;    and   Catherine    married    Darwin    B. 
j  Randall,  a  merchant  of  Morris. 
I         Robert  C.  Peck  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethle- 
I  hem.  Conn.,  Oct.  19.  18^2,  and  died  Aug.  20,  1869. 
His  bovhood  was  spent  on  the  farm  until  he  was 
twentvKJne.  and  then  he  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  brother.  Joseph    C.    in    Morris. 
I  where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Dewell.  who 
j  was  born  in  Xorfolk.  sister  of  Hon.  James  D.  Dewell, 
I  of  X'ew  Haven.     A  short  time  after  marriage  Mr. 
i  Robert  C.  Peck  and  wife  moved  to  Xew  Haven,  and 
he  there  embarked  in  the  business  which  he  so  suc- 
cessfullv  conducted  for  such  a  long  period.       His 
first  entrance  into  the  busineirs  was  as  salesman  for 
Bushnell  &  Dewell ;  later  he  went  into  the  tobacco 
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business,  and  then  became  one  of  the  firm  of  Benja- 
min, J'*':k  &  Kellam,  wholesale  grocers,  so  contin- 
uing ii,.til  his  death,  when  he  left  behind  him  the 
record  of  an  honest  and  industrious  life,  in  whicli 
he  had  gained  and  retained  the  respect  and  conti- 
dence  of  a  large  patronage. 

A  family  of  four  children  were  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  wife:  James  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty ;  Robert  C.  and  Frederick  H.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Minnie  R.,  who  married  Sherlon  D. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Xew  Haven  and  a  resident  of  this 
city.  In  his  political  opinions  .Mr.  Peck  favored  the 
Republican  party, and  the  family  have  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church,  where  Mr. 
Peck  was  known  for  his  Christian  character. 

CHAMPIOX'^.  Few  families  coming  to  Xew 
England  in  its  early  settlement  were  of  a  higher 
order  and  character  than  the  one  bearing  thisdiame, 
and  few  were  so  conspicuous  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  in  public  affairs  before  and  after 
that  period.  Such  names  as  those  of  Col.  Henry 
Champion  and  his  son.  Gen.  Henry  Champion,  two 
of  Connecticut's  distinguished  sons,  are  written 
upon  its  scroll  of  fame,  while  their  posterity  have 
played  well  their  parts  in  keeping  intact  the  country 
they  assisted  in  saving.  The  late  Henry  Champion, 
of  Xew  Haven,  whose  promising  career  as  a  use- 
ful citizen  and  successful  lawyer  was  brought  to  a 
close  at  the  very  threshold  of  manhood,  on  Jan.  30, 
1867,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gen.  Champion, 
and  gave  every  promise  of  a  life  that  would  have 
been  an  honor  and  credit  to  the  name  he  bore.  He 
was  the  last  of  his  line. 

Henry  Champion  was  born  Xov.  8,  1838,  a^ 
Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa,  son  of  Rev.  George 
and  Susanna  (Earned)  Champion,  and  a  descendant 
in  the  eighth  generation  from  Henry  Champion, 
who  emigrated  from  England  to  the  American  Col- 
onies and  settled  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  where  he  is 
found  as  early  as  1647.  After  having  assisted  in 
developing  Saybrook  Mr.  Champion  removed  with 
his  family  to  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  became  one  of  the  first  and  most  active  founders 
of  the  historic  town  of  Lyme.  Concerning  his  first 
wife  little  is  known.  His  second  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  March,  1698.  was  Deborah  Jones. 
Mr.  Champion  died  in  February,  1709. 

From  this  emigrant  ancestor  the  late  Henr\' 
Champion's  line  is  through  Thomas,  Henry  (2), 
Col.  Henry  (3),  Gen.  Henn,-  (4),  Maj.  Henry  (5), 
and  Rev.   George  Champion. 

Thomas-Champion,  son  of  Henry  the  emigrant 
settler,  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  April.  1656, 
married  in  Lyme,  Aug.  23,  1682,  Hannah,  born 
Sept.  14,  1664,  in  Lyme,  daughter  of  Woolston  and 
Haimah  (Briggs)  lirockway.  After  Mr.  Cham- 
pion's death,  which  occurred  April  5,  1705,  his 
widow  remarried,  and  died  March  2,  1750. 

Henry  Champion  (2),  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
May  2,  1695,  in  Lyme,  and  married  in  East  Had- 


dani.  Conn.,  Jan.  16,  1717,  ^[ehitable,  baptized  in 
December,  1704,  in  East  Haddam,  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Mary  Rowley.  The  family  home  was  in 
East  Haddam,  and  there  Henry  died  Xov.  26,  1779, 

his  wife  dying  Oct.  5,  1775. 

Col.  Henry  Champion  (3),  son  of  Henry  (2), 
was  born  Jan.  19,  1723,  in  East  Haddam,  Conn., 
married  first,  Dec.  25,  1746,  Deborah,  Ixirn  June 
20,  1724,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Joshua  E.  and  Mehit- 
able  (Dudley)  Brainard.  She  died  March  17,  1789, 
in  Westchester,  and  he  married,  second,  in  West- 
chester, Xov.  24,  1791,  Mrs.  Sarah  (  Brainerd) 
Lewis,  born  April  30,  1744,  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Susannah  (Gates)  Brainerd,  and  died  Jan.  17, 
1818.  Col.  Champion  passed  away  Julv  23,  1797, 
in  what  is  now  Colchester,  Conn.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  was  appointed  ensign  of  the  East 
Haddam  South  Company,  and  was  made  lieutenant 
of  the  same  in  1750,  and  became  captain  of  a  com- 
pany for  service  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
joining  the  main  army  at  Lake  George.  Later  he 
was  chosen  captain  of  the  Fifth  Company,  2d  Regi- 
ment, from  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  1 2th  or  Winchester  Company,  in  1760. 
In  1772  he  was  appointed  major  of  the  12th  Regi- 
ment Colonial  Militia,  and  in  April,  1775,  Major 
Champion,  with  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth  and  others,  was  appointed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, a  commission  to  supply  all  necessary  stores 
and  provisions  for  the  troops  to  be  raised  for  the 
defense  of  the  colonies.  When  Gen.  Washington 
took  command  he  recommended  that  Major  Cham- 
pion, Joseph  Trumbull  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  be 
made  conmiissioners ;  Congress  accordinglv  ap- 
pointed them.  In  October,  1775.  Henry  Champion 
was  promoted  from  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  I2th  Regiment  of  State  Troops,  to  that  of 
colonel  of  the  25th  Regiment,  which  was  com- 
posed of  companies  from  Colchester  and  East  Had- 
dam. When  the  army  began  to  assemble  at  Xew 
York,  in  April,  1776,  Col.  Champion  was  appointed  | 
commissary  of  the  troops,  and  the  main  army  was  '. 
supplied  almost  wholly  by  him  from  that  time,  and  : 
he  also  provided  for  the  troops  ordered  to  Rhode  I 
Island.  In  1778  Col.  Champion  was  appointed  sole 
commissary-general  of  the  Eastern  department  of 
the  Continental  arm\-,  by  Col.  Peter  Colt,  and  was 
reappointed  by  the  State  in  April,  1780.  In  the 
spring  of  1780,  in  consequence  of  the  distressed  con- 
dition of  the  army,  which  had  wintered  at  ^lorris- 
town,  Gen.  Washington  appealed  to  Gov.  Trumbull 
for  assistance.  Col.  Champion  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  a  train  which  was  largely  supplied  from 
his  own  resources.  It  reached  the  Hudson  in  an 
astonishingly  short  time,  was  ferried  over  at  X"ew- 
burgh  and  delivered  into  Washington's  hands. 
When  the  great  general  received  these  stores  he 
remarked  that  "no  other  State  than  Connecticut 
could  have  furnished  them." 

In  May,  1780,  Col.  Champion  resigned  his  com- 
mission in  the  armv  and  returned  to  his  home  in 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Westchester.  In  politics  lie  had  been  prominent 
prior  to  his  enlistment  in  the  army,  and  during  the 
progress  qf  the  Revolunon  he  had  been  regularly 
-elected  to  office ;  was  deputy  to  the  General  As- 
sembly from  Colchester,  in  1761,  from  1765  to  1779, 
an  1781,  1783,  and  from  1790  to  1792  Col.  Cham- 
pion was  also  deacon  in  the  Westchester  Church 
from  1775  until  his  death. 

Gen.  Henry  Champion  (4),  son  of  Col.  Henr,-, 
w^as  born  ]\Iarch  16,  1751,  in  Westchester,  Conn., 
•and  in  East  Haddam,  Oct.  10,  1781,  married  Abigail 
Tinker,  who  was  born  ^larcli  24,  1758,  in  East 
Haddam,  daughter  of  Sylvanus  and  Abigail  (Olm- 
■stead)  Tinker.  She  died  April  ig.  1S18,  in  West- 
chester, and  Gen.  Champion  also  died  in  that  town, 
July  13,  1836. 

Mr.  Champion  entered  the  service  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  at  the  time  of  the  Lexington  Alarm, 
•served  first  as  an  ensign,  then  as  second  lieutenant 
of  the  Eighth  Company,  2d  Regiment,  and  orf  May 
I,  1775,  was  made  first  lieutenant,  and  was  one  of 
the  detachment  of  officers  and  men  who  were  en- 
.gaged  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  On  June  i, 
1776,  he  was  promoted  and  made  adjutant  on  the 
:staflf  of  Col.  Samuel  Wyllys,  of  the  22d  Continent- 
als, and  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston  marched 
with  the  regiment  by  way  of  the  shore  towns  to 
New  York.  His  regiment  assisted  in  fortifying 
the  city,  and  on  Aug.  24  it  was  ordered  to  the 
Brooklyn  front,  where  it  took  part  in  the  retreat  of 
'Sept.  I.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  army  at 
White  Plains,  where  the  regiment  remained  until 
its  term  of  service  expired  in  the  following  De- 
•cember.  On  Jan.  i,  1777,  Lieut.  Champion  was  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  the  ist  Connecticut  Line, 
with  which  he  remained  after  the  regiment  was  re- 
organized as  the  3d.  As  an  illustration  of  Gen. 
Champion's  originality,  as  well  as  the  genuine  pa- 
triotism that  characterized  the  Champion  family,  he 
■enlisted  the  services  of  his  sister  Deborah,  then  only 
seventeen  years  old,  to  carry  dispatches  from  New 
I-ondon  to  Gen.  Washington  at  Boston.  She  also 
at  one  time  carried  the  money  which  was  to  pay 
the  troops.  The  journeys  were  made  on  horseback 
with  but  a  trusted  old  slave  named  Aristarchus  to 
accompany  her,  her  sex  enabling  her  to  pass  the 
British  lines  undetected. 

On  July  15,  1779,  Capt.  Champion  was  detached 
"from  his  old  regiment  and  appointed  acting  major 
of  the  First  Batallion,  Light  Brigade,  his  commis- 
sion dating  from  Jan.  i,  1779.  This  brigade  had 
"been  organized  by  Gen.  Washington  to  do  duty  at 
the  front  and  especially  to  attempt  the  capture  of 
Stony  Point,  on  the  Hudson,  which  the  enemy  had 
occupied  since  May.  The  corps  was  composed  of 
picked  men  from  all  the  regiments  under  Wash- 
ington's immediate  command,  and  was  organized 
into  four  regiments  of  two  batallions  each.  Con- 
necticut furnished  one  of  these  regiments,  num- 
bering 400  officers  and  men,  which  in  the  assault 
formed   part   of   Wyllys'   right   column.     At   mid- 


[  night  on  July  15  Gen.  Wayne  assaulted  and  carried 
Stony  Point  with  such  skill,  dash  and  completeness 
!  as  to  elicit  the  praise  of  the  enemy  tneinselves.     Re- 
I  maiiiing  with  the  army,  Mr.  Champion  continued  his 
I  brilliant  career  until   the  clo.se  of  the   Revolution. 
I  He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
i         On  his  return  to   Westchester  Gen.   Champion 
I  entered  into  politics,  and  was  deputy  from  Colches- 
!  ter  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1789,  1793  to  1798, 
j  and  1800  to  1805,  and  from  1806  to  i«i7  held  the 
I  office  of  assistant.     From   1813  to   1828  he  was  a 
j  deacon    in    the    Church    in  Westchester.     It  was 
through    the    efforts    of    Gen.    Champion    that    the 
charter  for  the  Phoenix  Bank  of  Hartford  was  se- 
cured.    The  State  Bank  had   refused  him  the  ac- 
commodation of  $2,000,  and  the  former  bank  came 
into  existence ;  he  remarked  at  that  time,  "Well,  if 
this  bank  cannot  accommodate   me,   I'll   have  one 
that  c*an."     He  was  also  largely  interested  in  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company,  to  which  he  subscribed 
over  $85,000,  and  the  towns  of  Champion,  N.  Y., 
and   Champion,   Ohio,   were   named   in   his   honor. 
Gen.   Champion  was   instrumental   in   securing  the 
school  fund  for  Connecticut,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  the   State  Legislature  appointed 
to  arrange  for  the  holding  of  the  famous  Hartford 
convention  of  18 14. 

Major  Henry  Champion  (5).  son  of  Gen.  Henry, 
was  born  on  Aug.  6,  1782,  in  Westchester,  Conn., 
married  there  on  May  5,  1803,  Ruth  ( Kimberly ) 
Robbins,  born  Oct.  5,  1782,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Robert  and  Jerusha  (Eastabrook)  Robbins.  She 
died  Sept.  12,  1863,  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  while  Major 
Champion  died  Dec.  28,  1823.  in  Westchester.  Mr. 
Champion  enlisted  in  the  26th  Regiment  Infantn.-, 
Regular  army,  Julv  2,  1814,  and  served  until  Feb. 
25,  1S15.  Later  he  was  appointed  major  of  the 
Connecticut  2\Iilitia,  resided  in  Westchester  and 
represented  Colchester  in  the  State  Assemblv  in 
1820. 

Rev.  George  Champion,  son  of  !\Iajor  Champion, 
was  born  June  3,  1810,  in  \\'estchester.  Conn.,  mar- 
ried at  We'bster,  Mass.,  Nov.  14.  1S34,  Susanna, 
born  :\Iarch  30,  1808,  in  Oxford,  Mass.,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Susanna  (Moore)  Lamed.  She  died 
July  8,  1846,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Champion 
died  Dec.  17,  1841,  in  St.  Croix,  West  Indies,  He 
was  of  a  very  religious  turn  of  mind  from  his  youth 
and  early  resolved  to  fit  himself  for  the  ministry 
and  missionary  service.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  united  with  the  Church  in  Westchester 
and  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1831,  taking  then 
a  three-year  course  at  the  Andover  Theofogical  Sem- 
inary, and  was  ordained  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  Nov. 
19,  1834,  as  missionary  to  the  Zulus,  near  Port 
Xatal,  in  South  Africa.  Of  this  grandson  Gen. 
Champion  was  very  proud  and  fond,  and  being  un- 
willing that  he  should  go  out  to  Africa  offered  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  five  missionaries  to  go  as  sub- 
stitutes, if  he  would  consent  to  remain  at  home. 
George's  reply  was:     "If  I  stay  at  home  it  will  be 
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said  that  only  the  poor  go.  You  may  send  the  five, 
and  I  will  go  myself  and  that  will  make  six  mis- 
sionaries." When  Gen.  Champion  found  that  he 
could  not  prevail  against  him  he  generously  gave 
him  $60,000  for  the  expenses  of  himself  and  party. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  missionaries  to  South 
Africa,  going  in  1834,  and  labored  there  four  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  three  men  who  reduced  the  Zulu 
language  to  writing  and  prepared  a  manuscript  copy 
of  the  Bible  before  the  mission  was  broken  up  and 
the  missionaries  driven  away  on  account  of  the  war 
between  the  Boers  and  the  Zulus.  Upon  his  return 
to  America  he  was  settled  over  a  small  church  in 
Dover,  ^lass.,  entering  upon  his  pastoral  duties  in 
1839.  Two  years  later,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  died  shortly  after. 

Henry  Champion,  late  of  New  Haven,  was  a 
son  of  this  devoted  missionary.  His  preparation 
for  college  was  obtained  at  Phillips  Academy,  at 
Andover,  Mass.,  and  he  was  graduated-  at  ■  Yale 
College  in  i860,  passing  the  following  year  in  the 
study  of  modern  languages  at  Xew  Haven.  In 
September,  1861,  he  entered  Yale  Law  School,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Connecticut  May  15, 
1863,  and  immediately  established  himself  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Xew  Haven.  In  January,  1866, 
his  health,  which  had  been  for  several  months  fail- 
ing, compelled  him  to  seek  a  change  of  climate,  and 
in  company  with  his  wife  he  removed  to  Mankato, 
Minn.,  where,  after  a  year's  residence,  he  died. 

In  July,  1863,  Mr.  Champion  compiled  and  pub- 
lished a  "catalogue  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Coins 
belonging  to  Yale  College,"  of  which  he  had  charge, 
and  in  the  arrangement  of  which  he  had  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time.  He  subsequently  gave  to  the 
college  his  large  and  valuable  collection  of  between 
2,000  and  3,000  coins  and  valuable  coin  books.  Mr. 
Champion  also  prepared  a  history  of  Gov.  Robert 
Treat,  which  he  read  before  the  Xew  Haven  Colony 
Historical  Society,  and  he  also  wrote  and  published 
several  articles  on  Xumismatics.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Mankato  he  contributed  a  weekly  article 
of  local  and  general  interest  to  the  paper  published 
there.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  secretary  of 
his  college  class.  During  his  whole  life  he  was  a 
man  of  strong  moral  character,  was  a  member  of 
the  City  Tract  Society,  took  an  active  part  in  re- 
ligious work,  and  was  assistant  superintendent  of 
Old  Xorth  Church  Sunday-school. 

On  Aug.  4,  1863.  Mr.  Champion  was  married 
at  X'ew  Haven  to  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Wilson  and  Sarah  (Treat)  Booth,  who  sun-ived 
him  and  is  yet  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven.  Their 
only  child,  Henry,  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Champion 
was  a  daughter  of  Wilson  Booth,  a  son  of  Daniel 
Booth,  Jr.,  and  Betsey  Booth,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  James  Booth.  Jr.  The  family  was  of  an  old 
French  Huguenot  line,  the  name  being  originally 
written  DeBooth.  \\'il5on  Booth  was  born  in  Trum- 
bull, where  he  spent  his  youth,  going  to  X''ew  Haven 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.     There  he  learned  the  car- 


penter trade,  with  Ira  Atwater,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  contractors  in  Xew  Haven.  During 
a  long  and  useful  life  he  held  many  city  and  town 
offices,  was  highh'  esteemed  and  a  member  of  the 
Old  Xorth  Church. 

Mrs.  Champion  (Sarah  E.  Booth)  in  her  mater- 
nal line  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor  Robert  | 

I  Treat,  deputy  governor  and  governor  of  Connecti-  ! 

!  cut,  1676-1708.  She  is  much  interested  in  historic 
research  and  prepared  a  paper  on  the  "Historj-  of 
Our  Flag"  which  was  published  with  illustrations, 
and  of  which  editorials  have  been  printed.  As 
regent  of  the  Mary  Clap  Wooster  Chapter,  D.  A. 
R.,  for  five  years,  she  gave  much  time  to  the  his- 
toric work  of  the  organization.  I 

X'ORTH.    The  family  bearing  this  name  in  Xew 
Haven, of  which  the  late  Oliver  Burnham  Xorth, who 
was  one  of  the  city's  leading  business  men  and  sub- 
stantial citizens,  and  several  of  whose  sons,  his  suc- 
cessors in  business — notably  William  B.,  George  P. 
and  John  H.  Xorth,  of  the  firm  of  O.  B.  Xorth  & 
j  Co.,  manufacturers  of  saddlery,  hardware  and  mal- 
I  leable  iron,  at  Xo.  67  Franklin  street,  is  one  of  the 
I  oldest  of  the  Farmington  families,  and  one  whose 
[  coming  to   Xew   England   dates   back  to  within  a 
!  decade  and  a  half  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
[  Fathers. 

(I)  John  X'orth,  one  of  the  proprietors  and  set- 
tlers of  the  town  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  a  colony 
which  was  the  first  oft'shoot  from  the  church  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  of  Hartford,  came  to  X'ew  Eng- 

I  land  in  the  ship  "Susan  and  Ellen''  in  1635,  landing 
I  at  Boston.     'Sir.  Xorth  was  then  twenty  years  of 
age.     He  married   Hannah,   daughter  of   Thomas 
Bird.  Land  was  granted  him  in  Farmington  in  1635,    i 
1  and  he  and  his  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  were  in-    | 
!  eluded  in  the  eighty-four  original  laiid  owners  of    ' 
Farmington,  among  whom  were  divided,  in  1676, 
the  unoccupied  lands  of  Farmington.     The  senior 
Mr.  X'orth  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Farm- 
ington  Church,   uniting    therewith    in    1656.      Mr. 
Xorth  died  in   1691,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

From  this  John  Xorth,  the  settler,  the  late  Oliver 
Burnham  Xorth,  of  X'ew  Haven,  who  was  born  in 
X'ew  Britain,  Conn.,  ^larch  13,  1817,  a  son  of  Alvin 
and  Clarissa  (Burnham)  Xorth,  was  descended  in 
the  seventh  generation,  his  line  being  through 
Thomas,  Thomas  (2),  James,  James  (2),  and  Alvin 
North. 

(II)  Thomas  X'orth,  son  of  John  X'orth,  was 
born  in  1649.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Indian  wars, 
and  had  a  soldier's  grant  of  land.  In  1669  he  mar- 
ried Hannah  Xewell,  born  in  1656,  and  they  settled 
in  the  north  part  of  Farmington,  now  the  town  of 
Avon.     He  died  in  1712,  and  she  died  in  1757. 

(III)  Thomas  Xorth  (2),  third  child  of  Thom- 
as, born  in  1673,  married,  in  idoS,  Martha,  bom  in 
1679,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Lathrop) 
Roys,  or  Royce,  of  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and  a 
granddaugliter  of  Rev.   John   Lathrop,   who  came 
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from  England  to  Scituate,  Mass.,  in  1634.  Thomas 
North  (2j  settled  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Berlin,  Conn.,  then  the  eastern  part  of  Farmington, 
and  was  one  of  the  seven  founders  of  the  Congre- 
gational Chureh  there,  uniting  witlf  it  in  1707.  He 
was  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  died  in  1725. 
Of  his  eight  children,  James  Xorth  was  the  ancestor 
of  the  New  llritain  Norths.  [Mr.  John  HoUister 
North's  record  says  that  Thomas  {2)  married  first 
Mary  Rice  or  Roys,  1698,  second  (no  date)  her 
cousin  Martha  Roys  or  Royce.  (  No  parents  names 
given).  ;\Irs.  E.  Blakeslee's  record  says  that  ^lartha 
Royce,  wife  of  Thomas,  was  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Lothrop,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel 
Lothrop,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  and  Elizabeth 
Pendder,  who  were  married  Nov.  28,  1614.] 

(IV)  James  North,  son  of  Thomas  North  (2), 
born  1709,  died  1758,  married  Sarah  Seymour  (no 
date  of  marriage),  who  was  born  Dec.  2,  1712,  and 
died  Aug.  20,  1781,  and  lived  in  the  Great  Swamps 
of  Kensington,  Connecticut. 

(V)  Hon.  James  North  (2),  son  of  James,  born 
Jan.  18,  1748.  married  first  Sept.  29.  1774,  Rhoda 
Judd,  who  died  March  15,  1824,  and  (second)  Feb. 
26,  1828,  widow  of  Abi  Francis.  ^Ir.  North's  father 
died  when  the  son  was  but  ten  years  of  age,  and 
the  latter  came  to  New  Britain  soon  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  first  church  there,  and  lived  with 
John  Richards  in  Stanley  Quarter.  While  with  Mr. 
Richards  he  learned  of  him  the  blacksmith's  trade. 
Mr.  North  was  an  industrious  and  energetic  man, 
and  prospered,  was  successful  in  business.  He  was 
a  magistrate,  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  Ecclesiast- 
ical and  School  Society,  and  school  visitor,  and  for 
a  time  was  captain  of  the  military  company  of  the 
town.  He  was  a  representative  from  the  town  of 
New  Britain  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a 
man  greatly  respected  for  his  intelligence  and  good 
judgment.  He  commanded  an  influence  in  the  town. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  church,  in  1795,  and  was  active  in 
securing  the  new  meeting  house  in  1822.  Mrs. 
North  died  May  14,  1833. 

(VI)  Alvin  North,  son  of  Hon.  James,  born 
Sept.  4,  1781,  married  (first)  July  15,  1804,  Anna, 
born  Jan.  15,  1783,  daughter  of  Col.  Gad  and  Mary 
(Judd)  Stanley,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam Burnham,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Great  Swamp 
Church  Society.  Col.  Stanley  was  a  representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  from  the  town  of  Berlin 
from  1785  to  1804,  and  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  influential  men  of  the  town.  Mrs.  Anna 
North  died  June  26,  18 15,  and  Mr.  North  married 
(second)  ]\Iay  i.  1816,  Clarrissa  Burnham,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Oliver  Burnham,  of  Cornwall.  In 
1812  Mr.  North,  associated  with  Seth  J.  North  and 
Hezekiah  Whipple,  began  the  manufacture  of  sil- 
ver-plated buckles,  cloak  clasps  and  other  similar 
articles.  For  a  period  of  a  half  a  century  he  was 
an  active  and  energetic  business  man  of  New  Brit- 
ain, engaged  in  manufacturing  and  associated  at  dif- 


ferent times  with  his  brotlicr,  Seth  J.  North,  Heze- 
kiah Whipple,  Henry  Stanley,  Horace  Butler,  sev- 
eral of  his  sons  and  perhaps  others.  He  was  in- 
terested in  several  corporations  and  was  success- 
ful in  his  business  affairs.  He  was  a  man  of  sterl- 
ing worth  and  integrity,  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  South  Congregational  Church  and 
continued  to  be  interested  in  its  prosperity.  He 
was  one  of  the  members  appointed  on  the  standing 
committee  of  the  church  in  1843,  and  was  in  office 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  i, 
1865. 

Oliver  Burnham  North,  son  of  the  late  Alvin 
North,  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Britain  and 
early  became  identified  with  its  industries.  He  was 
for  a  period  of  years  associated  in  business  with  his 
father,  who  for  many  years  had  made  silver-plated 
buckles,  cloak  clasps,  rings  and  hooks  for  men's 
clothing,  and  hooks  and  eyes  for  women's  clothing. 
Later. on  Mr.  North  purchased  Judds'  mills  at  New 
Britain  and  manufactured  knobs,  bits  and  other 
articles  in  that  line.  In  1852  he  built  a  larger  plant, 
but  later  this  was  burned  down  and  he  removed 
to  New  Haven,  where  he  continued  in  the  manufac- 
turing business  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
which  closed  Oct.  23,  1893.  Air.  North  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  and  citizens  of  New  Haven  and  was 
a  man  of  influence  and  wealth.  He  commanded  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community. 

On  May  10,  1843,  ]Mr.  North  was  married  to 
Martha  E.  Post,  daughter  of  Jedidiah  and  Eliza 
(Hollister)  Post,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hebron,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  July,  1788, 
and  passed  away  in  July,  1866,  while  tlie  latter  was 
born  in  South  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  Dec.  8.  1797.  and 
died  July  8,  1838,  a  daughter  of  Roswell  Hollister. 
also  of  South  Glastonbury.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  C)liver 
B.  North  were  born  children  as  follows :  \\'illiam 
Burnham,  George  Post,  Edward  Alills  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  nineteen),  Lizzie  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), Ellen  Augusta,  John  Hollister  and  Mary 
Russell. 

JOHN  TAIT,  M.  D.,  the  period  of  whose 
identity  with  the  great  manufacturing  center  of 
Meriden,  as  a  practicing  physician,  lacks  only  a 
little  of  fifty  years,  is  one  of  the  leading  residents  of 
the  city  and  among  the  prominent  men  of  the  med- 
ical profession  in  the  State. 

Dr.  Tait  was  born  Feb.  16,  1828.  in  the  town 
of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  son  of  the  late  Andrew  and 
Bella  (Ronaldson)  Tait.  and  is  of  Scottish  origin. 
Andrew  Tait,  the  father  of  the  Doctor  and  the 
founder  of  the  Tait  &  Sons  Paper  Co.,  of  Bridge- 
port. Conn.,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1799.  near  Edin- 
burgh. Scotland,  and  was  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  paper  makers.  He  served  his  full  time 
(seven  vears)  as  an  apprentice  at  that  employment, 
and  in  1820  came  to  this  country,  first  locating  in 
Morris  county,  N.  J.  Here  he  worked  about  one 
year  at  his  trade,  and  then  came  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
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after  which  we  find  him  in  various  places  until  his 
marriage,  in  1S22.  -He  then  settled  in  Trumbull, 
Conn.,  where,  as  superintendent  for  D.  &.  P.  N.  Fair- 
child,  paper  nianufaciurers,  he  built  their  mill  and 
set  it  in  operation.  With  this  firm  he  remained  but 
a  short  time,  however,  and  on  leaving  their  employ 
he  commenced  business  in  a  small  way  at  Trum- 
bull Center,  marbling  paper  for  bookbinders'  use. 
In  1856  he  erected  in  Trumbull  what  is  known  as 
Tait's  Mills,  and  embarked  in  the  box-board  or 
straw-board  manufacturing  industry.  Mr.  Tait  was 
married,  June  14,  1822,  to  Miss  Bella  Ronaldson 
who  crossed  the  ocean  alone  from  Scotland  to  wed 
her  old  sweetheart,  the  voyage  occupying  six  weeks 
and  four  days.  To  this  union  came  children  as  fol- 
lows:  Nancy,  wife  of  Plum  Hoyt,  of  New  York; 
William,  president  of  the  Tait  &  Sons  Paper  Co., 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  J.  M. 
Prindle,  of  Bridgeport;  Dr.  John,  of  Meriden,  a 
sketch  of  whom  follows;  Bella,  who  died. in  1851 ; 
and  Fannie.  Andrew  Tait,  the  father  of  these  chil- 
dren, died  Jan.  27,  1891,  the  mother  on  May  22, 
1875.  For  many  years  they  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Trumbull.  In  politics  he 
was  originally  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  and  for 
several  terms  he  served  as  town  clerk.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  celebration  of  the  golden  wedding  of 
this  honored  pioneer  couple  a  large  concourse  of 
relatives  and  friends  assembled  at  the  Tait  mansion 
in  Trumbull,  bringmg  with  them  congratulations 
and  kind  wishes,  as  well  as  valuable  and  useful 
gifts.  ^Ir.  Tait's  business  career  was  marked  by 
industry,  frugality  and  the  integrity  of  an  upright 
Christian  man. 

John  Tait  received  a  common-school  education, 
obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood, 
and  imtil  eighteen  years  of  age  aided  his  father  in 
his  paper  industry.  When  eighteen  the  son  formed 
a  partnership  with  an  older  brother  to  carry  on  the 
same  business,  but  after  a  time  they  found  that 
they  were  unable  to  compete  successfully  and  satis- 
factorily with  foreign  manufacturers,  owing  to  the 
cheap  labor  and  the  non-sufficient  protecting  care  of 
the  United  States  government,  and  therefore  ter- 
n]inated  the  partnership.  The  younger  of  the  two 
brothers,  our  subject,  then  decided  to  gratify  his 
thirst  for  a  more  thorough  education,  and  applied 
his  share  of  the  earnings  to  further  this  end.  He 
went  to  Thompson's  Academy,  at  Woodbury.  Conn., 
where  he  fitted  himself  for  entrance  to  Yale  Col- 
lege. Two  years  later  he  entered  the  arts  course  in 
Yale,  in  the  class  of  1854,  but  indoor  life  and  hard 
study  wore  upon  his  physical  strength,  and  he  was 
obliged,  after  two  years'  residence  at  the  college, 
to  give  up  his  purpose  of  graduating  with  the  class. 
He  felt  that  he  must  either  hasten  to  his  profes- 
sional course  or  give  it  up.  so  in  the  fall  of  1852 
he  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  School,  of  New 
York,  and  was  graduated  in  1S54.  At  this  time 
just  such  an  opening  as  the  young  Doctor  was  look- 
ing for — one  that  would  give  him  considerable  out- 
door work — presented  itself  in  Meriden,  where  Dr. 


Henry  A.  Archer  needed  an  associate  to  attend  to 
the  outdoor  part  of  the  business.  This  associate 
business  arrangement  continued  for  nearly  four 
years,  or  until  the  spring  of  1859.  In  that  year 
Dr.  Tait  purchased  the  entire  medical  interest  and 
real  estate.  No.  244  East  Main  street,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  patronage  to  which  both  had  attended. 
This  proved  a  fortunate  venture  for  Dr.  Tait,  espe- 
cially the  buying  of  the  real  estate,  for  it  has  in- 
creased in  value  several  fold  in  the  passing  of  the 
years,  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  estate 
is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  and  valuable  in 
Meriden.  Dr.  Tait  has  remained  in  this  location 
ever  since  the  original  purchase,  having  his  office 
in  one  division  of  his  house,  especially  fitted  up  for 
professional  uses.  He  has  remodeled  the  dwelling 
part  somewhat,  has  raised  the  entire  walls,  con- 
structed a  new  roof  and  decorated  the  house 
throughout.  Other  new  and  fine  residences  have 
been  built  near  by,  on  what  was  vacant  land  in 
1854,  and  he  finds  himself  now  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  desirable  residence  portion  of  the  city  of 
Meriden. 

Dr.  Tait  is  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  Meri- 
den, one  whose  good  citizenship,  sterling  integrity 
and  religious  principles  are  in  keeping  with  his 
Scottish  ancestry.  For  nearly  fiftv  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  place,  and 
as  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  citizen  he  has 
watched  and  shared  in  tne  great  growth  and  devel- 
opment that  has  taken  place  around  him  since  he  en- 
tered ]Meriden — then  but  a  village — and  is  permitted 
now  to  see  it  a  bustling,  busy  manufacturing  city 
of  many  thousands  of  people,  sending  the  products 
of  its  mills  and  factories  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized- 
world.  He  has  practiced  in  nearly  all  of  the  old- 
families  of  the  town,  and  in  his  practice  has  not  been- 
confined  to  one  generation.  His  acquaintance  is  ex- 
tended, and  his  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  towni 
and  city  for  the  last  half  century  is  complete.  None- 
are  more  beloved  by  the  older  citizens  who  have 
been  intimately  acquainted  with  him  than  Dr.  Tait. 

Dr.  Tait's  religious  connections  are  with  Center 
Congregational  Church  in  ]kleriden.  his  family  shar- 
ing this  membership.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  supporter  from  the  days  of  John  C.  Fremont, 
for  whom  he  cast  a  vote ;  but  though  often  urged  to 
allow  himself  to  be  brought  out  prominentlv  bv  his 
party  for  distinguished  party  honors  and  service,  he 
has  steadily  refused,  preferring  the  quiet  life  of  his 
profession  to  the  noisy  strife  of  politics.  Dr.  Tait 
has  been  for  many  years  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Meriden,  also  of  the  ^Meriden  Fire 
Insurance  Co.  and  the  City  Savings  Bank.  He  is 
also  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  affiliated  with 
Meridian  Lodge,  No.  77;  is  a  member  of  Meriden 
Centre  Lodge,  No.  68,  I.  O.  O.  F. :  and  also  of  the 
local  flourishing  lodge  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
belongs  to  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

On  Nov.  24,  1859,  Dr.  Tait  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Catherine    E.    (Chapman)     Tibballs.    daughter    of 
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Julius  Chapman,  of  East  Haddam,  Conn.  To  this 
union  came  one  daughter.  Flora  Chapman  Tait,  born 
April  14,  18O3.  Airs.  Tait  died  May  25,  1872.  She 
was  a  pleasant  woman,  much  esteemed  for  her  many 
virtues  and  amiable  qualities,  quiet,  unassuming,  of 
Jiigh  character,  and  greatly  beloved.  On  Christmas 
Day,  1874;  Dr.  Tait  was  again  married,  this  time 
10  Laura  A.  Chapman,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
who  is  still  spared  to  share  with  him  the  high  re- 
gard and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  To  this  mar- 
riage came  two  daughters :  Nellie  Chapman  Tait, 
born  June  26,  1876;  and  Fannie  Robins  Tait,  born 
Oct.  6,  1878,  who  died  Dec.  17,  of  the  same  year. 

MAJOR  LYMAX  BISSELL  was  throughout 
his  long  life  more  or  less  intimately  identified  with 
the  public  interests  of  the  city  of  Xew  Haven.  The 
onost  striking  and  characteristic  incidents  in  his  ca- 
reer were  of  a  martial  nature,  and  it  was  as  a  mil- 
itary man  that  he  was  best  known,  for  he  was  a 
.soldier  to  the  core,  and  he  is  described  as,  "in  his 
j)rime,  an  ideal  martial  liero  of  romance.  His  tow- 
-ering  height  was  offset  by  his  broad  shoulders  and 
.great  girth  of  chest.  He  weighed  over  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  all  bone  and  muscle.  The  lower  part 
■of  his  handsome,  fresh-colored  face  was  covered 
by  a  curling  brown  bearti.  He  was  a  magnificent 
•specimen  of  health  and  manly  vigor."  "With  nerves 
of  iron,  he  was  as  calm  in  nioments  of  deadly  peril 
as  in  a  time  of  perfect  safety."  He  had  a  W'ebster- 
Jike  head,  and  keen  black  eyes.  It  is  said  that  his 
nose  was  the  most  aquiline  in  shape  of  any  officer 
ever  connected  with  the  L'nited  States  Army,  and 
this  feature  often  attracted  notice  during  his  serv- 
ice, especially  the  fact  that  it  was  a  "fighting  nose." 
Such  is  a  brief  description  of  one  who  for  years 
was  among  the  best  known  and  most  beloved  resi- 
dents of  the  City  of  Elms,  Xew  Haven,  Conn., 
where  his  unexceptional  life  as  a  private  citizen 
proved  him  worthy  of  the  honored  name  he  bore. 

For  a  period  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  the 
name  of  Bissell  has  been  a  familiar  one  in  Con- 
r.ecticut,  where  the  various  representatives  of  the 
family  have  led  honorable  and  useful  lives.  For 
many  years  it  has  been  an  honored  name  in  the  City 
of  Elms.  Major  Bissell  was  a  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Bissell,  of  Windsor^ 
Conn.  That  worthy  is  supposed  to  have  come  from 
Somersetshire,  England,  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  in 
1638,  and  he  is  recorded  as  living  in  Windsor. 
Conr;.,  as  early  as  1639.  The  line  of  descent  to  Ma- 
jor Bissell  is  through  Thomas,  Lieut.  Isaac.  Benja- 
min, Benjamin  (2)  and  Lieut.  Hiram. 

(II)  Thomas  Bissell,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
England,  and  was  married  in  1655  to  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Moore.  He  settled  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river,  where  he  died 
in  1689. 

(III)  Lieut.  Isaac  Bissell,  son  of  Thomas,  born 
in  1682,  was  married  in  1706  to  Elizabeth  C>sborn, 
removed  to  Litchfield,  Conn.,  about  1723.  and  be- 
•came  the  founder  of  the  Litchfield  branch  of  the 


Bissell   family.     He  died  in    1744,  and  his  widow 
in  1761. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Bissell,  son  of  Lieut.  Isaac,  was 
born  in  1717,  and  died  in  1747.  He  married  Leah 
Peck. 

(V)  Benjamin  Bissell  {2),  born  in  1743,  was 
married  to  Mabel  Griswold,  and  died  in  1821. 

(\T)  Lieut.  Hiram  Bissell,  son  of  Benjamin 
(2),  was  born  in  1785,  and  was  an  iron  monger. 
He  married  Beata  Wetmore,  and  died  in  1876,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  Of  their  children  we 
have  mention  of  Lyman,  Rufus  and  Capt.  William, 
of  whom  William  was  the  last  survivor. 

(VII)  Major  Lyman  Bissell,  son  of  Hiram,  and 
the  father  of  Gen.  Evelyn  L.  Bissell.  M.  D.,  was 
born  Oct.  20,  1813,  in  the  village  of  ?^Iilton.  Conn., 
a  few  miles  west  of  Litchfield.  He  was  called  Ly- 
man after  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Beechcr,  who  called  at 
the  house  the  morning  after  he  was  born.  In  his 
native  place  he  attended  the  neighborhood  schools 
during  the  winter,  and  worked  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer,  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  with  an  older  brother  he  went  to  Pough- 
keepsie  to  learn  the  trade  of  house-painting,  but 
they  returned  home  at  the  end  of  six  months.  For 
some  years  he  followed  this  trade  in  Waterbury, 
and  then  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  had  made  his 
home  in  the  spring  of  1836.  When  the  Mexican 
war  broke  out  Lyman  Bissell  was  captain  of  the 
i  Xational  Blues,  an  artillery  company  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven. On  April  9,  1847,  h^  ^^'^s  commissioned  lieu- 
tenant in  the  9th  United  States  Infantry,  a  new 
regiment  made  up  entirely  of  X'ew  England  men, 
and  commanded  by  Col.  Truman  G.  Ransom.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Mexico  Lieut.  Bissell  was  as- 
signed to  duty  as  quartermaster  of  the  brigade  of 
Gen.  (afterward  President)  Pierce.  At  La  Puebla 
de  Los  Angeles  he  was  one  of  a  company  of  some 
3,000  men,  sick  with  various  disorders,  left  by  Gen. 
Scott  on  his  march  through  Mexico.  This  place 
was  besieged  by  Mexicans  for  twentv-eight  davs, 
during  which  time  Lieut.  Bissell,  himself  an  in- 
valid, had  command  of  a  company  of  convales- 
cents, stationed  on  the  fiat  roof  of  an  old  church, 
the  walls  of  which,  projecting  a  few  feet  abcre 
the  roof,  served  as  a  parapet.  Lieut.  Bissell  also 
participated  in  the  bombardment  of  \'era  Cruz,  and 
the  battles  of  Plan  del  Rio  and  Xational  Bridge. 
On  Sept.  8,  1847,  he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincv. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  his  regiment  disbanded  and 
he  returned  to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  was  appointed 
chief  of  the  newly  organized  police  force.  In  his 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  incumbency,  which 
he  held  from  1849  to  1853,  he  amply  sustained 
the  record  for  courage  and  bravery  which  he  had 
won  by  valiant  service  in  the  army.  The  following 
is  taken  from  the  "History  of  the  State  House." 
published  by  Henry  Peck,  a  former  reporter  and 
newspaper  man  of  Xew  Haven : 

"An  incident  in  connection  with  holding  the 
courts  in  the  State  House  shows  what  good  men 
will  sometimes  do  under  the  presence  of  tempta- 
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tion.  Henry  G.  Lewis  was  clerk  of  the  county 
court.  His  court  records  were  kept  in  a  vault  in 
the  basement.  Every  morning  the  books  needed  for 
the  day  were  taken  by  the  clerk  to  the  court-room 
and  at  the  close  of  business  were  returned  to  the 
vault.  Air.  Lewis,  on  opening  a  book  of  record 
one  day,  discovered  to  his  surprise  that  there  had 
been  an  erasure  of  some  part  of  the  record  without 
his  knowledge.  As  it  appeared  tc  have  been  the 
intention  of  whoever  made  the  erasure  to  fill  the 
vacant  space  with  something,  the  clerk  thought  of 
a  plan  to  detect  the  forger.  He  consulted  with 
Lvman  Bissell,  then  captain  of  the  watch,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  latter  should  enter  the  vault 
before  its  being  locked  for  the  day  and  remain  there 
until  something  should  be  discovered  or  the  vault 
should  be  regularly  opened  the  forenoon  following. 
It  was  a  dark  and  lonely  vigil  kept  that  night  by 
Capt.  5issell.  Toward  midnight,  however,  he  heard 
footsteps.  A  key  was  put  into  the  lock,  the  door 
of  the  vault  swung  open,  and  Capt.  Bissell  and 
the  unknown  confronted  each  other.  The  man  was 
one  of  New  Haven's  respected  citizens.  He  con- 
fessed his  intention  of  falsifying  the  record.  Bv 
advice  and  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter 
the  man  was  allowed  to  go  free  of  punishment  in 
State  prison.  To  the  day  of  his  death  Major  Bis- 
sell would  not  tell  the  name  of  the  man ;  nor  will 
ex-Mayor  Lewis,  as  they  and  a  judge  of  the  court 
were  the  onl}-  persons  cognizant  of  the  facts.  There 
is  no  foundation  for  a  'scandal,'  as  is  sometimes 
denominated  an  exposure  of  crime." 

But  the  one  brave  deed  which,  above  all  others, 
made  the  Major  famous  then  and  has  caused  his 
name  to  be  remembered  since,  was  his  prompt  and 
efficient  action  at  the  time  of  the  famous  St.  Pat- 
rick's night  "town  and  gown"  riot  of  1854.  To 
the  Major,  and  probably  to  him  alone,  was  it  due 
that  the  old  South  College  in  Xew  Haven  was  not 
that  night  razed  to  the  ground,  and  many  lives  lost 
instead  of  one.  There  had  been  considerable  feel- 
ing between  the  town  boys  and  the  college  boys 
for  years,  and  on  Thursday,  March  i6th,  during  a 
performance  at  Homan's  AtheuKum,  words  were 
exchanged  which  led  to  a  scrimmage  after  the  close 
of  the  thearer.  The  following  night  about  fifty  stu- 
dents attended  the  theater  in  a  body,  and,  trouble 
being  anticipated,  a  letter  was  circulated  among  them 
requesting  them  not  to  leave  until  the  rest  of  the 
audience  had  retired.  They  agreed,  but.  the  town 
boys  waited  for  them.  On  asking  Major  Bissell,  who 
was  then  chief  of  police,  for  advice,  they  were  told 
to  cross  the  street  and  march  quickly  and  quietly  to 
the  campus  in  a  solid  line.  The  crowd  followed, 
jeering  and  hooting,  and  when  the  line  of  students 
reached  Fitch's  book  store  (where  the  great  dry- 
goods  establishment  of  William  Xeely  &  Co.  is  now 
located)  they  were  assailed  with  a  storm  of  bricks 
and  stones,  and  a  number  were  hurt.  Several  of 
the  students  fired  pistols,  and  a  man  fell.  At  the 
moment  it  was  thought  he  was  shot.  Capt.  Bissell 
carried  him  to  the  watch-house,  where  he  expired 


almost  immediately,  and  on  examination  it  was 
found  he  had  been  stabbed  by  a  large  dirk.  After 
this  incident  the  students  hurried  hack  to  their  quar- 
ters, but  the  mob  had  by  this  time  been  greatly  aug- 
mented, and  excitement  was  running  high.  A  false 
alarm  of  fire  had  been  given  earlier  in  the  evening, 
in  order  to  draw  people  into  the  streets,  and  now 
several  attempted  to  force  their  way  into  the 
churches  to  ring  the  bells.  They  succeeded  in  ring- 
ing the  bells  in  two  churches,  which  had  the  de- 
sired effect  of  adding  to  their  numbers.  Deter- 
mined on  revenge  for  the  death  of  their  leader,  as 
the  unfortunate  man  was  recognized,  they  proceeded 
to  the  gun  house  and  took  out  two  pieces  belonging 
to  the  Artillery  Company,  the  National  Blues. 
Loading  these  almost  .to  the  muzzle  with  powder, 
stones  and  brickbats,  they  dragged  them  into  Chapel 
street,  where  they  halted  and  organized  by  choosing 
a  captain.  The  Major,  hearing  the  rattling  of  a 
caisson  of  a  piece  of  artillery  passing  in  the  street, 
divined  what  the  sound  meant,  and  went  along  with 
the  rioters.  He  leaped  upon  one  of  the  guns  and 
ordered  the  crowd  to  desist,  but  although  they  as- 
sured him  they  had  every  respect  for  him  they  re- 
fused to  be  advised,  and  proceeded  along  toward  the 
college  grounds,  where  the  gun  was  leveled  at  the 
front  of  old  South  College.  Meantime  the  Major 
had  not  been  inactive.  Seeing  that  the  mob  was 
too  frenzied  to  be  quieted,  he  had  with  a  couple  of 
rat-tail  files  succeeded  in  spiking  the-guns.  and  the 
rioters  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fact  until  thev 
were  ready  to  fire.  A  howl  of  disappointment  arose 
when  the  strategy  was  discovered,  but  in  this  in- 
I  stance  they  were  impotent.  An  attempt  was  made 
I  to  storm  the  building,  but  the  students  had  barri- 
j  caded  the  entrances  well,  and  this  plan  also  failed. 
In  their  rage  they  broke  windows  and  did  what 
damage  they  could,  but  the  riot  was  over,  and  be- 
fore morning  peace  was  effectually  restored.  No 
such  outbreak  ever  again  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the 
city. 

On  March  3,  1855,  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  States  having  been  largely  increased,  Capt. 
Lyman  Bissell  was  made  first  lieutenant  in  the  new 
gth  Regiment,  which  in  the  following  December  was 
sent  to  Oregon  on  account  of  an  Indian  outbreak. 
There  he  was  commissioned  captain  March  15.  1861, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  was  stationed  with  his 
company  on  the  Islan<l  of  San  Jtian,  in  Puget 
Sound,  living  a  lonely  life  for  nearly  four  years,  all 
the  rest  of  the  officers  being  in  the  east  on  recruit- 
ing service.  On  March  4,  1864,  Capt.  Bissell  was 
commissioned  Major,  and  ordered  to  join  his  regi- 
ment in  New  York,  but  the  order  did  not  reach  him 
for  over  a  year,  until  the  summer  of  1865.  Owing 
to  disabilities  incurred  in  the  line  of  his  dutv.  Major 
Bissell  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  Dec.  31. 
1870,  while  in  Texas,  and  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  New  Haven,  v.here  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  22.  1888.  at  his 
home.  No.  30S  Crown  street.  The  disability  men- 
tioned originated  with  his  experiences  in   Mexico, 
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and  was  very  much  aggravated  by  the  hardships  of 
a  midwinter  march,  in  i8'')0-6i,  with  the  thermom- 
eter below  zero,  from  Fort  Colviilc.  on  tlie  Cohim- 
bia  river,  to  Fort  X'ancouver,  480  miles  away.  Ma- 
jor Eiissell  broke  through  the  ice  of  a  stream,  and 
took  a  cold  from  which  he  never  entirely  recovered. 
The  sword  which  he  carried  on  this  march  was 
placed  on  his  ccffin,  which  was  draped  with  the 
American  ilag,  and  on  which  were  also  placed  his 
hat,  sword  belt,  gauntlets  and  sash.  He  was  in- 
terred in  th.e  family  lot  in  Evergreen  cemetery. 

Shortly  after  ^'lajor  Llissell's  death  the  following 
article,  under  the  heading.  "A  Strange  Coincidence," 
appeared  in  the  Xew  Haven  Evening  Register: 

The  recent  death  of  Major  Lyman  Bissell.  New  Ha- 
ven's chief  officer  in  the  Mexican  war.  who  also  served  in 
the  Civil  war,  recalls  the  very  unique  position  he  occupied 
in  a  great  historical  event,  connected  with  the  Rebellion, 
in  which  Dr.  E.  L.  Bissell,  his  son.  was  also  connected. 
Not  until  his  last  few  house  did  Major  Bissell  tell  Dr. 
Bissell.  his  son,  all  the  facts  in  the  story. 

Those  people  whose  memory  reaches  back  to  the  lat- 
ter days  of  the  war  remember  the  excitement  attending  the 
trial  of  Capt.  Turner,  who  was  the  keeper  of  Libby  prison, 
and,  as  alleged,  inflicted  wrongs  and  tortures  upon  Union 
soldiers.  Dr.  Bissell  was  surgeon  of  the  5th  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  and  participated  in  Gen.  Banks'  Shenandoah 
campaign.  He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
in  1862,  and  on  account  of  his  youth  the  Confederates 
doubted  that  he  was  a  surgeon,  but  he  was  sent  to  operate 
on  their  wounded  as  a  test,  and  soon  convinced  them  that 
he  was  a  surgeon.  He  was  released  on  parole  and  reported 
to  Gen.  Banks,  who,  much  to  his  surprise,  ordered  him 
back  to  his  regiment  for  duty.  Dr.  Bissell  protested  on 
account  of  his  parole,  but  Banks  was  ine.xorable  and  back 
the  surgeon  went.  At  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  while 
attending  wounded  on  the  field,  a  few  months  later.  Dr. 
Bissell  was  captured  again.  The  Rebels  proposed  to  shoot 
him  at  once  for  violating  the  parole,  but  finally  they  sent 
him  to  Castle  Thunder  and  afterward  they  sent  him  to 
Libby  prison,  where  he  was  tortured  by  Capt.  Turner. 
Once  or  twice  they  took  him  out  to  be  shot,  but  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  Rebels  thought  better  of  it  and  his 
life  was  spared.  Once  when  Turner  sneered  in  Dr.  Bis- 
sell's  face  and  told  him  his  time  was  short,  the  Doctor 
replied :  "Do  what  you  want  with  me.  but  remember  that 
there  is  a  God  in  Israel."  These  remarks  probably  flashed 
through  Turner's  mind  when  he.  in  after  years,  received 
a  sentence  of  death  from  the  lips  of  the  father  of  the  man 
he   had  persecuted. 

Here  is  the  strange  coincidence:  Major  Lyman  Bis- 
sell was  appointed  president  of  the  court  martial  which 
tried  Capt.  Turner  for  his  inhumanities.  Dr.  Bissell  was 
very  anxious  to  appear  before  the  court  martial  and  testify. 
but  his  father  would  not  allow  him  to  do  so.  He  could 
not  understand  why  his  father  refused,  and  did  not  know 
until  recently. 

The  court  martial  found  Turner  guilty,  and  ^lajor 
Bissell  sentenced  him  to  death.  President  Johnson  after- 
ward pardoned  him.  Several  days  before  his  death  Major 
Bissell  told  his  son  that  he  would  not  allow  him  to  testify 
before  the  court  martial,  because  it  might  be  said  that  the 
verdict  of  the  court  was  afifected  by  the-  evidence  of  the 
son,  and  the  old  war  horse  was  satisfied  that  Turner  would 
be   convicted   without   his   son's   evidence. 

Major  Bis.sell  was  married.  Sept.  12.  18,^;,  to 
Theresa  Maria  Skeele,  of  Xew  Durham.  Greene 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  Evelvn 
L.,  of  whom  mention  is  made  en  another  page. 


GEX.   EVELVX   L.   BISSELL,   ^L   D..   was 
born  Sejjt.   10,   1836,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.     He  de- 
veloped an  early  taste  for  military  studies,  and  at- 
tended  the  military  school  at   Xew   Haven   taught 
by  Gen.  W.  H.  Russell,  a  school  of  celebrity  in  the 
old  days.     Later  he  gave  up  a  cherished   plan  of 
going  to  West  Point,  and,  taking  u])  the  stud\-  of 
medicine,  was  graduated  from  Vale  Medical  School 
in  i860.   That  year  he  served  as  surgeon  on  a  Liver- 
pool packet-ship,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  rekindled  the  military  spirit  in  the  young  Doc- 
tor's heart,  and  en  May  8,  i8(')2,  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  as  assistant  surgeon 
of   the  '5th    Conn.    \'.    L      He   participated    in    the 
active  service  of  the  campaign  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester 
May  25,  1862.     While  confined  in  that  city  he  was 
entrusted   with  the  duty  of  caring   for  the   Rebel 
j   wounded.     Gen.  Bissell  was  one  of  seven  surgeons 
I  to  sign  the  first  cartel  by  which  medical  officers  were 
j  recognized  as  non-combatants.     In  July,   1862,  he 
I   was    released    on    parole,    and,    reporting    to    Gen. 
j  Banks,  was  ordered  back  to  his  regiment.    He  wen.t 
1  under  protest,  believing  that  if  he  should  again,  by 
I  any  of  the  fortunes  of  war,  fall  into  Rebel  hands,  he 
I  would  be  shot.     At  Cedar  Mountain,  while  attend- 
!  ing  the  wounded  soldiers  on  the  field  of  battle.  Dr. 
I   Bissell  was  again  captured,  was  recognized  by  the 
Rebels,  and  sent  to  Richmond,  where  he  was  placed 
t  in  solitary  confinement  in  a  tobacco  warehouse  op- 
I  posite  Castle  Thunder,  under  the  risk  of  being  shot 
I   for  apparent  violation  of  his  parole.     There,  after 
I  his  transfer  to  Libby,  he  saw  seven  prisoners  shot 
I  by  the  Rebel  government.    He  was  finally  released, 
his  case  and  others  similar  having  been  made  the 
matter  of  a  special  agreement  between  Washington 
I  and  Richmond.     Rejoining  his  regiment  at   Fred- 
[  erick  City,  he  participated  in  several  of  the  great 
I  battles  of  the  war,  among  them  Chancellorsville  and 
I   Gettysburg.     On  his  last  field  of  slaughter  he  dis- 
I  tinguished  himself  by  his  bravery  in  caring  for  the 
wounded,  which   became  the  subject  of  a  distinct 
recognition  in  the  report  of  the  adjutant  general. 
Dr.  Bissell  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
had  charge  of  the  field  hospital,  in  which  there  were 
about  one  thousand  cots.    He  was  in  the  various  en- 
gagements at  ^^'auhatchie,  Resaca.  Pumpkin  \'ine 
Creek,    Dallas,   Cassvillc   and    Kenesaw    ^Mountain. 
At  the  point  last  named  he  attracted  the  attention 
of  Gen.  -Hooker  by  his  brave  conduct  in  removing 
two   hundred   wounded   soldiers   in   the   face   of   a 
deadly  fire   from  a  masked  Rebel   battery.     From 
that  time  he  was  specially  detailed  to  remain  on  the 
medical  staff  of  Gen.  Hooker,  and  he  was  also  on 
the  surgeon's  staff  of  Gen.  Thomas,  with  whom  he 
continued  for  eight  months.     Remaining  at  Xash- 
ville  from  the  onward  movement  of  Gen.  Sherman 
south  until  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered 
out  July  10,  iSt'i^:;,  after  a  most  honorable,  useful  and 
highlv  creditable  career. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  the  Doctor  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Xew  Haven,  where  he  has  made 
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a  brilliant  success  of  his  professional  work.  From 
1868  to  1S72  he  served  as  surgeon  of  the  2d  Con- 
necticut Regiment,  and  again  held  that  position 
from  1875  to  1883.  In  January,  1883,  he  was  made 
surgeon  general  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Thomas  M. 
Waller,  serving  in  this  capacity  during  1S83  and 
1884,  after  which  he  was  again  and  for  the  third 
time  made  surgeon  of  the  2d  Connecticut,  and  is 
still  retained  in  that  incumbency.  From  1871  to 
1875  Dr.  Bissell  was  absent  from  the  country,  hav- 
ing been  called  by  the  Peruvian  government  to  care 
for  the  men  engaged  in  the  public  works  in  the 
city  of  Lima.  He  wrote  a  history  of  Peru,  illus- 
trated with  maps  and  drav.-ings.  The  Doctor  was 
in  that  country  during  two  revolutions,  and  was  an 
eye  witness  to  the  killing  of  the  Guitezras  brothers, 
who  were  the  brothers  of  the  Dictator  Thomas 
Guitezras.  Their  bodies  were  stripped  of  all  cloth- 
ing, dragged  through  the  dusty  streets  of  Lima,  and 
then  hung  from  the  steeple  of  the  churcii  on  the 
main  plaza,  for  two  days,  after  which  they  were 
cut  down  and  burned  upon  a  pile  of  railroad  ties. 
The  bones  were  thro\\Ti  into  the  river.  Gen.  Bissell 
has  presented  to  the  Art  Gallery  two  large  paint- 
ings, one  showing  them  suspended  from  the  steeple 
of  the  church,  the  other  a  picture  of  the  burning. 
At  this  time  all  the  foreigners  in  Peru  were  being 
put  to  death,  but  Gen.  Bissell  managed  to  escape 
through  the  friendship  of  an  English  Jew,  who  had 
been  located  there  for  several  years,  and  who  was 
on  intimate  terms  with  the  governing  officials. 

Dr.  Bissell  served  as  acting  brigade  surgeon  in 
the  Centennial  Encampment  of  1S76,  and  since  that 
time  has  held  the  same  position  at  several  State  En- 
campments. For  many  years  he  was  examining 
surgeon  for  the  United  States  Pension  Department. 
He  has  been  registrar  of  vital  statistics  of  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  has  also  served  as  police  commis- 
sioner of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  and  is  still  a 
member  of  the  board  of  health.  Socially  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Militarv'  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  New  York  State  Commandery ;  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ;  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  ai.d  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland ;  and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  has  all  his 
life  been  an  extremely  busy  and  industrious  map, 
and  the  qualities  of  patriotism,  manliness  and  fidel- 
ity to  friends  and  duty,  which  have  made  his  life 
conspicuous,  have  won  him  a  multitude  of  friends. 
Dr.  Bissell  was  married  Nov.  23,  1865,  to  Sarah 
M.,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Noyes.  of  Woodbury, 
Conn.  She  died  July  19,  1883,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Beata  Wetmore,  who  is  siill  residing  with  her 
ifather. 

E.  KNIGHT  SPERRY.  There  are  many  per- 
sons in  every  community  who  will  show  interest 
and  express  admiration  for  a  favorite  horse  or  an 
intelligent  dog,  and  will  entirely  agree  in  the  pro- 
prietary rights  of  a  State  as  to  its  game  birds,  but 


not  all  of  these  worthy  people  are  willing  to  de- 
vote time  and  means  to  the  study  of  these,  our 
daily  companions  of  the  brute  creation,  although  an 
occasional  enthusiast  can  tell  why  educated  study 
in  this  line  will  yield  the  greatest  of  pleasure  and 
unexpected  tangible  results. 

The  subject  of  this  short  biography,  E.  Knight 
Sperry,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  been  interested 
in  nature,  particularly  animate  nature,  all  his  life, 
and  has  become  well  known  on  account  of  his  very 
remarkable  control  over  the  equine  race,  his  most 
valuable  studies  of  the  dog,  and  also  his  efforts  for 
the  preservation  o£  pame  in  his  native  State.  Mr. 
Sperry  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  Dec.  11, 
1837,  a  son  of  Enoch  Sperry,  and  his  early  days 
were  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  native  town,  where,  no 
doubt,  was  fostered  the  instinct  which  he  developed 
later  in  life.  During  the  summer  time  his  days  were 
spent  in  the  usual  emplo>Tnents  of  lads  of  his  age, 
and  he  very  well  remembers  the  seasons  of  "weed 
pulling,"  and  he  attended  the  winter  sessions  of 
school  in  the  old  district  school,  later  walking  three 
miles  to  pursue  his  studies  in  the  village  academy. 
In  October,  1852,  he  removed  to  New  Haven,  and 
entered  a  grocery  store  as  a  clerk,  remaining  for 
the  following  four  years,  but  in  July,  1856,  he  em- 
braced the  opportunity  of  entering  the  Hartford 
Savings  Bank  and  Building  Association,  at  Hart- 
ford, this  concern  later  being  merged  into  the  State 
Savings  Bank,  when  ^Ir.  Sperry  became  clerk  and 
bookkeeper.  He  remained  with  this  institution  un- 
til the  spring  of  i860,  when  he  accepted  a  position 
as  bookkeep>er  in  the  city  Bank,  of  New  Haven, 
where  he  remained  until  ill  health  forced  him  to 
resign. 

Under  President  Lincoln  Mr.  Sperry  entered 
then  the  New  Haven  post  office,  where  for  one  year 
he  held  the  important  position  of  manager  of  the 
general  delivery  and  the  carriers.  In  the  follow- 
ing fall  was  appointed  as  United  States  consul 
to  the  port  of  Barbadoes,  West  Indies,  remaining 
in  the  office  a  year  or  two,  but  resigned  the  posi- 
tion while  home  on  a  furlough.  The  climate  bene- 
fited him  very  much  and  he  returned  to  New  Ha-  \ 
ven  much  improved  in  health.  ' 

Mr.  Sperry  was  of  too  active  mind  to  remain 
idle,  and  for  a  time  after  his  return  engaged  in  the 
retail  meat  business,  but  later  again  entered  in 
Hartford'  the  State  Savings  Bank,  remaining  until 
he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  brushes,  in  con- 
nection with  a  combination  holder,  of  which  he  was 
the  inventor.  For  eighteen  years  he  successfully 
operated  and  developed  this  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, but  for  the  past  ten  vears  has  been  retired  from 
active  life,  engaged  principally  in  looking  after 
large  real-estate  holdings. 

Aside  from  all  these  business  cares  and  public 
duties,  our  subject  found  time  to  pursue  his  fa- 
vorite hobby,  taking  his  recreation  in  the  way  of 
patient  investigation  of  the  brute  creation,  as  rep- 
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resented  by  the  horse  and  dog.  His  management 
of  the  former  animals  has  been  phenomenal,  and 
his  reputation  has  gone  beyond  the  Slate,  never, 
however,  being  connected  in  anv  way  with  low 
sporting  contests.  His  studies  of  dogs,  particularly 
of  the  hunting  breeds,  are  acknowledged  to  be  of 
the  greatest  scientific  value,  and  are  consulted  con- 
tinually by  those  who  are  similarly  interested.  As 
an  ornithologist,  his  knowledge  is  comprehensive 
and  of  the  greatest  value,  his  discoveries  and  in- 
vestigations being  thorough  and  reliable.  His  ef- 
forts to  stock  Connecticut  with  game  birds,  such  as 
quail  and  partridge,  have  met  with  commendation, 
and  his  discoveries  as  to  the  habits  and  life  of  these 
shy  dwellers  in  field  and  covert  are  of  the  most  in- 
teresting description.  Mr.  Sperry  has  now  a  bill 
before  the  State  Legislature,  which,  if  passed,  will 
place  in  each  town  in  the  State  a  reserve  for  the 
propagation  of  these  birds.  Mr.  Sperry  has  prob- 
ably done  more  for  the  preservation  of  game  in 
his  State  than  any  other  citizen.  As  a  lover  of  and 
encourager  of  field  sports  and  athletics  he  has  con- 
sented to  serve  as  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Field  Trial  Club  of  New  England,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  test  the  merits  of  different  breeds  and 
ages  of  dogs,  its  membership  consisting  of  many 
of  the  prominent  lovers  of  sport  from  all  over  the 
country.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  while  in  politics  he  has  always  been 
a  Republican,  although  he  reserves  the  right  to  vote 
independently,  when  his  judgment  urges  him  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  married  first  Nov.  lo,  1863,  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Treat,  a  daughter  of  J.  X.  Treat,  of 
New  Haven,  and  she  died  .April  8,  1877,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Edith  A.,  who  married  Walter  H. 
Mitchell,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  now  connected  with  the 
National  Security  Bank.  }ilr.  Sperry  afterward 
married  Miss  Mary  M.  Webster,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  \\'ebster,  a  patentee  and  contractor  of  hot 
air  furnaces,  who  became  a  substantial  citizen  of 
Hartford.  The  religious  connection  of  our  subject 
is  with  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, which  place  he  has  always  considered  his 
home. 

Mr.  Sperry  has  an  individual  and  characteristic 
way  of  writing  of  his  discoveries  and  investiga- 
tions, and  his  articles  are  sure  of  a  warm  welcome 
from  the  sporting  papers,  in  which  they  are  widely 
read.  His  commendable  efforts  for  the  preserva- 
.tion  of  game  in  his  native  State  will  long  be  re- 
membered not  only  by  game  lovers,  but  by  others 
who  are  anxious  that  no  desirable  species  of  nature's 
handiwork  should  be  permitted  to  disappear.  He 
has  recently  invented  an  arrangement  whereby  he 
can  keep  feed  (grain)  before  the  birds  in  the  wilds; 
however  deep  the  snow  may  be  the  feed  is  always 
upon  a  level  with  the  top  of  th.e  snow  and  not  dis- 
turbed or  contaminated  in  any  way  by  it.  The  birds 
can  walk  on  the  crust,  or  surface  of  the  snow,  and 
find  their  feed  on  a  level  with  it,  and  always  in 
good   condition. 


LEWIS  BEARDSLEY,  one  of  the  most  re- 
spected of  the  retired  business  men  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  is  a  native  of  Ro.xbury,  Litclifield  county, 
born  April  25,  1823,  son  of  Ira  Beardsley,  a  native 
of  Ro.xbury. 

Ira  Beardsley  was  a  farmer  by  vocation.  He 
wedded  Aner  Lewis,  a  native  of  Huntington,  Fair- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  and  became  the  father  of  si.x  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Lewis  (whose  name  opens  this 
biography),  Henry,  Alonzo,  Mary,  Miles  and  Sarah. 
Of  this  family,  Henry,  now  deceased,  was  a.  con- 
tractor, being  largely  engaged  in  dredging,  and  was 
the  originator  of  the  new  water  company  in  Bridge- 
port;  he  also  built  the  street  railroad  to  Stratford. 
Alonzo,  who  formerly  assisted  Henry  in  business, 
now  resides  in  Bridgeport.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Orlando  Bartram,  of  the  same  city.  Miles  is  a 
contractor  in  Bridgeport.  Sarah  "is  the  wife  of 
Phineas  Austin.  All  of  the  family  are  in  good 
circumstances,  and  all  are  highly  esteemed  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  live.  Both  Ira  Beardsley 
and  his  good  wife  have  long  since  passed  awav. 

Lewis  Beardsley  was  but  a  young  boy  when  he 
first  located  in  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
there  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  His  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  district  school  and  in 
Huntington  Center,  and  after  its  completion  he 
worked  for  a  while  in  a  factory,  and  also  had  some 
experience  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  Birmingham.  In 
1861  he  located  in  Waterbury,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  The  first  business  to  engage  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Beardsley  in  Waterbury  was  the  running 
of  a  stage  between  that  village  and  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  but  shortly  afterward  he  purchased  the 
tnicking  business  that  had  been  conducted  previous- 
ly by  Chancey  B.  Webster.  At  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase but  nine  horses  were  required  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  business,  but  under  Mr.  Beardsley's 
able  management  the  enterprise  was  so  successful 
that  when  he  sold  'out,  in  1882.  forty  horses  were 
kept  constantly  busy.  That  Mr.  Beardslev  indus- 
triously, skillfully  and  intelligently  managed  this 
immense  concern  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  in 
the  year  last  named,  he  was  able  to  retire  perma- 
nently from  the  activities  of  life,  and  to  pass  his 
remaining  days  in  ease  and  comfort. 

On  Feb.  14,  1846,  in  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Birmingham,  Conn.,  Mr.  Beardsley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lacey,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Martha  (Scribner)  Lacey,  of  Wilton, 
Conn.  The  only  child  of  this  union.  Willie,  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years.  Mrs.  Beardsley  died  March 
5,  1901,  dearly  loved  and  sincerely  mourned  bv  all 
who    knew    her. 

The  Lacey  family  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land several  generations  ago.  James  Lacev,  grand- 
ifather  of  JNIrs.  Beardsley,  died  Nov.  28,  1828.  His 
wife,  Luraney,  died  Sept.  22,  182Q.  Their  son  Jo- 
seph was  born  April  15,  1800.  on  Jan.  16,  1821,  mar- 
ried Martha  Scribner,  and  died  Feb.  27,  18S7.  The 
children  born  to  this  union  were  four  in  number: 
(i)  Sylvester  married  a  Miss  Wells,  of  Stratford, 
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and  moved  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  where  he  be- 
came president  of  a  bank  :  he  is  now  deceased.  (2) 
Sara  A.  married  Henry  Benedict  (now  deceased), 
who  was  a  merchant  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  {3) 
Mary,  who  became  ^.Irs.  Beardsley,  was  lx>rn  May 
28,  1827,  in  Wdton,  Conn.  (4)  David  A.  went  to 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  was  proprietor  of  a  hotel 
there  until  his  death. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Lewis  Beardsley  is  a 
Knight  Templar  ]\Iason.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  has  served  in  the  common  council, 
and  also  as  road  commissioner,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife, 
and  socially  is  a  man  highly  respected. 

HON.  FEXXER  BUSH,  deceased.  The  late 
Fenner  Bush,  whose  death  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Meriden  Feb.  19,  1882,  where  his  long,  active  busi- 
ness life  and  useful  citizenship  were  mainly  spent, 
had  a  most  remarkable  career,  especially  remarkable 
in  the  number  of  disadvantages  surrounding  his 
childhood,  and  in  an  almost  continuous  chain  of 
obstacles  and  difiticulties  which  characterized  his 
later  business  career,  and  still  more  remarkable  in 
a  force  of  character  that  arose  equal  to  each  and 
every  emergency,  and,  like  Banquo's  ghost,  would 
not  be  downed ;  again  remarkable  for  its  final 
triumph. 

Mr.  Bush  came  of  good  New  England  stock, 
although  his  parents  were  not  blessed  with  means. 
His  birth  occurred  June  26,'  1791,  in  the  historic 
old  town  of  East  Lyme,  Conn.,  a  son  of  John  and 
Bathsheba  (Dodge)  Bush.  Deprived  of  his  father 
when  very  young,  the  child  at  six  years  of  age  was 
in  a  manner  thrown  out  in  the  world  to  do  for  him- 
self, being  put  out  to  live  with  a  family,  where  he 
was  to  assist  in  the  chores  and  later  in  the  farm 
work.  At  eleven  years  he  was  transferred  to  the 
family  of  a  ship-builder,  and  when  old  enough  was 
to  be  taitght  the  trade,  but  conditions  and  circum- 
stances threw  him  back  to  the  previous  family. 
Then  he  went  to  live  with  the  family  of  a  joiner, 
with  the  view  of  learning  the  trade,  and  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  his  master  furnished  him 
with  a  suit  of  clothes  and,  for  the  first  time,  he  at- 
tended church.  His  apprenticeshij,  lasted  nine 
years,  during  the  last  four  of  which  he  was  treated 
by  his  master  with  less  rigor,  but  his  situation  was 
far  from  being  comfortable. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  our  subject  was 
without  a  home,  and  had  no  property,  save  an  in- 
terest in  a  small  piece  of  land  that  his  father  left, 
worth,  perhaps,  $200.  After  serving  out  his  time 
he  worked  for  his  master  three  months  at  S14  per 
month,  and  at  the  close  of  this  period  he  took  his 
$42  and  started  on  foot  to  a  neighboring  town  to 
purchase  some  tools.  On  his  way  he  lost  his  money 
— all  he  had  in  the  world — ^bu't  by  good  luck  he 
found  it  again,  and  returned  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  opposition  to  his   former  master,  who  en- 


deavored to  encourage  him  by  telling  him  he  was  a 
fool,  and  would  not  make  enough  money  with  which  I 
to  pay  his  boarrl.  But  the  young  man  was  am-j 
bitious  and  pushed  on.  and  soon  had  so  much  to  doi 
that  his  former  master  saw  the  drift  of  matters  andi 
later  offered  to  sell  out  to  him.  Mr.  Bush  accepted! 
the  offer  and  hired  help  to  meet  his  engagements.  | 

Mr.  Bush  now  found  the  necessity  of  some-i 
thing  which  had  been  entirely  neglected;  for  he 
could  neither  read  nor  keep  accounts.  Therefore 
he  gave  up  his  business  for  a  time,  hired  a  room  and 
for  two  winters  devoted  himself  to  study,  three 
months  of  which  time  were  given  to  learning  to 
read.  Then  he  recommenced  business,  and  pursued 
his  trade  with  considerable  success.  In  1816  he 
married  Eunice  Kirtland,  of  Saybrook.  and  com- 
menced keeping  hoiise,  taking  two  apprentices  to 
board,  but  al>out  this  time  he  was  taken  with  typhus 
fever,  and  for  a  long  time  was  very  ill  and  for  two 
years  was  unable  to  work.  During  this  illness  all 
of  his  accumulated  means  were  spent,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  go  several  hundred  dollars  into  debt.  As 
soon  as  able,  however,  he  applied  himself  so  closely 
to  business  that  he  not  only  paid  off  his  indebted- 
ness but  bought  the  house  he  lived  in. 

In  April.  1824.  Mr.  Bush  removed  from  Say- 
brook  to  Meriden.  and  became  interested  in  the 
comb  business,  in  connection  with  Julius  Pratt. 
Here  he  worked  with  untiring  diligence,  twelve 
hours  a  day,  for  $1.25  per  day:  after  a  few  years 
the  time  was  reduced  to  eleven  hours  and  the  wages 
were  increased  to  $1.75  per  day.  For  twenty  years 
he  labored  here,  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  his 
shop  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  twenty  years'  earn- 
ings were  swept  away.  L'ndismayed,  he  started  to 
rebuild,  and  through  his  energj-  new  and  improved 
machinery  was  soon  housed  in  a  new  factory,  and 
he  bravely  forged  on,  being  rewarded  at  last  by  the 
prosperity  he  so  well  earned.  ^Ir.  Bush  continued 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  combs  through  the 
active  years  of  his  life,  and  achieved  great  success, 
became  one  of  the  largest  stockholders  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  prosperous  business,  and  made  a  name 
for  himself  in  the  business  world  and  an  honorable 
position  in  society.  His  energy  and  enterprise  con- 
tributed in  a  large  degree  to  the  development  of  that 
branch  ot  manufacturinir  whicli  in  a  few  years  de- 
stroyed foreign  competition  and  built  up  a  business 
the  products  of  which  were  exported  to  almost  all 
parts  of  the  world.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors 
of  the  Home  National  Bank  of  Meriden. 

The  storv  of  Mr.  Bush's  life  serves  as  an  il- 
lustration of  what  courage,  perseverance  and  in- 
dustrv  can  accomplish,  and  should  be  to  voung  men 
a  guide  an.'l  an  inspiration.  Mr.  Bush  was  what  is 
termed  a  \ihole-souled,  big-hearted  m-.n.  liberal  and 
generous,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  gave  largely  to  worthy  benevolent  ob- 
jects, assisted  liberally  in  the  building  of  three 
churches  and  five  school  houses,  and  was  a  gen- 
erous contributor  to  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  also 
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to  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Mr.  liush  was  also  a 
patriot,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  in  1S48  served  with  efficiency  and  ability  in 
the  State  Senate  from  the  Sixth  district. 

Two  daughters  were  born  to  ^Ir.  and  Airs. 
Bush :  Temperance  Janet,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Kandolph  Linslcy :  and  Eunice  Kinland,  who  mar- 
ried Partrick  J.  Clark. 

The  Kirtland  family  of  Old  Saxbrook  was  one 
of  the  earliest  families  to  come  to  that  point,  and 
contributed  many  of  the  distinguished  citizens  of 
that  historic  old  town.  Nathaniel  Kirtland.  the  sup- 
posed progenitor  of  many  of  the  name  in  this  coun- 
try, came  early  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  is  reputed  to 
have  resided  previous  to  his  emigration  in  Silver 
street,  London,  England.  John  Kirtland,  son  of 
Nathaniel,  was  one  among  the  first  thirty-six  set- 
tlers of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1635.  His  marriage 
there  was  to  Lydia,  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  William 
Pratt,  and  of  their  ten  children.  Rev.  Daniel  Kirt- 
land, a  graduate  of  Yale,  in  the  class  of  1720,  was 
for  nearly  thirty  years  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  at  Xewent.  Conn.,  and  was  the  father 
of  Rev.  Sainuel  Kirtland.  the  noted  missionary. 

During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  a  number  of 
the  name  from  Saybrook  served  in  the  Continental 
army.  From  the  diary  of  S.  Tully  it  appears  that 
early  in  the  summer  of  1775  a  company  was  en- 
listed from  Saybrook,  probably  commanded  by  Mar- 
tin Kirtland,  which  marched  to  camp  near  Boston. 
Martin  Kirtland  was  appointed  in  1776  first  lieu- 
tenant of  the  artillery  company  stationed  at  New 
London,  and  it  appears  that  in  July  of  the  same 
year  he  was  appointed  captain  of  a  company  at 
New  London,  and  Daniel  Kirtland  was  made  an 
ensign. 

The  Clark  family,  of  which  the  late  Patrick  J. 
Clark,  one  of  Meriden's  well  known  citizens,  was 
a  descendant,  was  an  old  one  of  Xew  England. 
David  Clark,  the  grandfather  of  Partrick  J.,  was 
bom  in  Middlesex  county  in  1750,  and  died  in 
1812.  His  father  was  Joseph  Clark,  a  gallant  sol- 
dier during  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail,  daughter  of  Charles  Hazelton.  Pat- 
rick Clark,  the  son  of  David,  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex county,  became  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  married  Lydia  Taylor,  of  Middletown, 
and  became  a  well  known  and  successful  manufac- 
turer of  Meriden. 

Partrick  Jeremiah,  son  of  Patrick  Clark,  was 
'born  Jan.  iS,  181G,  in  Meriden,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  later  graduated  from 
the  Episcopal  Academy  at  Cheshire.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of 
tinware,  and  then  became  connected  with  the  Meri- 
den Malleable  Iron  Co.,  where  he  invented  and 
patented  several  valuable  articles.  His  later  years 
were  spent  in  retirement,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
i^</'.  his  burial  being  in  West  cemetery.  Although 
interested  in  public  affairs,  and  a  lifelong  Repub- 


lican, he  U'as  no  office-seeker,  but  was  one  of  Meri- 
den's most  respected  citizens. 

Partrick  J.  Clark  married  Eunice  Kirtland,  a 
daughter  of  Fenner  Bush,  who  has  always  been  one 
of  the  ornaments  of  Meriden  society,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
two  children  of  this  marriage  were  Emma  Bush, 
who  married  Wolcott  A.  Hull,  of  Xew  York;  and 
John,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Perhaps  no  one  in  Meriden  so  thoroughly  loved 
good  books  as  did  .Mr.  Bush,  and  the  youth  who  ar 
twenty  could  not  read  a  page  at  his  death  owned 
one  of  the  finest  libraries  in  this  city,  the  volumes 
numbering  1,500.  He  set  a  high  value  on  educa- 
tion, and  proved  in  his  own  life  that  such  a  pos- 
session was  possible  to  any  one  with  sufficient  de- 
termination to  secure  it.  His  whole  life  was  an 
example  and  a  benediction — the  highest  type  of  a 
Christian  gentleman. 

j  ROBERT  OUGHTOX  (deceased)  was  for 
nearly  a  half-century  a  well-known  builder  and  con- 
tractor in  Meriden.  and  one  of  that  city's  m.ost 
highly  esteemed  residents. 

Mr.  Oughton  was  horn  on   Harlem  lane,  now 
St.  Xicholas  avenue,  Xew  York  City,  Jan.  i,  1822. 
I   His  father,  Robert  Oughton,  was  bcrn  near  Lon- 
don, England,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  builder.    He  married  Sarah  Walton,  who 
was  born   in   Garstang,   Lancashire,   England,   and 
!  about  1817  they  emigrated  from  England,  making 
I  the  voyage  on  a  sailing  vessel.     For  many  years 
the  city  of  X'^ew  York  was  their  home,  and  there 
Mr.   Oughton   became   well   known   in   his   line  of 
work,  such  contracts  being  given  to  and  executed 
by  him  as  St.   Mary's  Episcopal  Church,  at  Man- 
hattan, and  many   similar  handsome  edifices.     He 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  AI.  E.  cemetery  at  Harlem,  but  later  his  re- 
mains were  transferred  to  White  Plains,  X.  Y.    His 
widow,  who  died  in  Meriden  in  1866.  was  tenderly 
cared  for  by  her  devoted  son.  the  late  Robert  Ough- 
ton, of  Aleriden.     One  of  the   family  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to-  Mr.   and   Mrs.  Oughton   died   in   in- 
fancy, the  others  being:     Faith,  who  married  Will- 
iam H.  Gantz ;  Robert :  Sarah  Ann.  who  married 
Peter  B.  Sawyer,  and  since  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Yale:  Walton,  who 
died  in  Xew  York,  where  he  was  prominent  in  Ma- 
i  sonic   circles ;   and   \\'illiam   Edward,   who   died   at 
I  Sacramento.  Co!.,  where  he  was  connected  with  the 
j   State    printing    department    (he,    also,    was     well 
I  known  in  Masonry). 

I  Robert  Oughton,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
I  sketch,  went  to  school  in  X'ew  York  City,  but  as 
I  soon  as  of  sufficient  age  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
!  son,  becoming  proficient  in  every  detail  of  same. 
I  After  following  this  trade  for  a  short  time  in  X'ew 
I  York  he  moved  to  Sa\brook,  Middlesex  Co..  Conn., 
where  he  remained  until  1850,  working  at  his  trade. 
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At  this  time,  when  ?^Ieriden  was  but  a  village,  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  other  citizens,  and  there  built 
up  a  business  of  large  proijortions.  For  over  forty 
3'ears  he  was  identitied  prominently  with  the  build- 
ing and  contracting  which  went  on  so  rapidly  in  the 
city,  many  of  the  most  tasteful  and  attractive  dwell- 
ings erected  in  those  years  being  the  result  of  his 
skill  and  knowledge,  while  tlie  stately  First  Na- 
tional liank  building,  on  West  ]^Iain  street,  stands 
as  a  testiiuonial  to  his  ability.  He  w^s  so  ab- 
sorbed in  his  work,  and  so  carefully  carried  out  his 
contracts,  that  his  health  finally  gave  way,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  contract 
work  and  limit  his  activity.  For  several  years  he 
was  connected  with  the  H.  Wales  Lines  Co..  in  the 
capacity  of  superintendent  of  mason  work,  his  last 
work  being  the  superintending  of  the  laving  of  the 
first  sewer  system  in  Meriden.  This  important  en- 
terprise absorbed  nine  months.  Air.  Oughton  took 
to  his  bed  in  February,  1893,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred July  22  following.  He  was  buried  in  the 
East  cemetery,  Aleriden,  where  there  are  so  many 
memorials  of  his  useful  life.  ]\Ir.  Oughton  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  Christian 
in  profession  and  conduct.  His  devotion  to  his  fam- 
ily was  one  of  his  beautiful  characteristics,  and  his 
interest  in  his  city  made  him  generally  respected  in 
the  community.  He  took  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  he  en- 
•couraged  all  enterprises  looking  toward  ]\Ieriden's 
•development,  and  was  liberal  and  public-spirited. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Oughton  was  one  of  the  first  organizers  of 
the  volunteer  fire  department  in  Meriden,  and  was 
the  first  chief  engineer,  holding  that  office  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  fraternal  circles  he  was  known  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  city,  being  a  mem- 
"ber  and  past  master  of  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  "JJ,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Meriden;  a  member  of  Keystone 
'Chapter,  Xo.  27,  R.  A.  M.;  Hamilton  Council,  X'o. 
22,  R.  &  S.  M.:  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  Xo.  9,  K. 
T. — in  all  of  which  Masonic  bodies  he  took  a  deep 
and  continued  interest.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
Meriden  Center  Lodge.  Xo.  68.  I.  O  O.  F.,  and 
Atlantic  Encampment,  Xo.  28,  and  at  one  time  was 
a  member  of  the  K.  of  P..  the  .\.  U.  L'.  W.,  and 
the  Sons  of  Temperance. 

On  Jan.  9,  1843,  ^^^r.  Oughton  married  Miss 
Sarah  Emeline  Lathem,  who  was  born  M'arch  6,- 
1822,  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  daughter  of  V.'illiam  and 
Lydia  (Knight)  Lathem.  Five  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  namely:  (i)  John  Walton,  who  is 
a  mason  and  builder,  resides  in  Guilford.  Conn. 
He  married  Mary  Eliza  Skinner,  of  Saybrook,  and 
they  had  five  children — Bertha,  who  married  Al- 
bert Dudley;  Minnie,  who  married  Herbert  Mills, 
of  Meriden ;  Robert  A. ;  Mattie.  who  died  in  Sav- 
brook;  and  William  Edward.  (2)  Mary  G.  (de- 
ceased) niarried  David  Crosley,  of  Bridgeport,  and 
they  had  one  son,  Robert  J.,  who  resides  in  Cam- 
T^Hflge,  Mass.  (3)  Martha  J.  married  Charles  W. 
"iale,  who  for  four  vears  was  a  member  of  Com- 


pany C,  7th  Connecticut  Regiment,  during  the  Civil 
war,  with  the  rank  of  cori)oral.  Their  three  chil- 
dren— Lottie  M..  Elmer  E.  and  Etta  C.' — are  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Oughton  lives  with  them.  (4) 
Emma  G.  married  Willis  J.  Fuller,  of  Hartford. 
(5)  Robert  W.  resides  in  Bridgeport.  He  married 
Jennie  Morrison,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  their 
children  were  Irjta  (wife  of  Waldron  E.  Shaw), 
Harry  W.,  Earl  Charles  and  Ruth. 

\ViLLi.A..M  L.\THE.M,  father  of  Mrs.  Oughton, 
was  a  native  of  Gosberton,  Lincolnshire,,  England, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  and  was 
engaged  in  that  occupation  when  the  war  of  1812 
broke  out  between  the  United  States  and  England. 
He  and  several  other  young  men  were  pressed  on 
board  the  English  ship  "Macedonian,"  although 
they  protested  against  becoming  soldiers.  They  all 
made  up  their  minds  that  they  would  desert  as  soon 
as  they  reached  the  shores  of  the  Unitd  States. 
They  were  taken  prisoners  by  Commodore  Decatur 
and  were  placed  in  confinement  at  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  where  they  remained  until  they  convinced  the 
American  authorities  that  they  were  soldiers  against 
their  wishes.  After  his  release  jNIr.  Lathem  went 
to  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  there  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business,  remaining  in  that  place  until  his  death, 
in  October,  1822;  his  remains  rest  in  the  Hebron 
cemetery.  He  married  Lydia  Knight,  who  was  born 
at  Waterford,  Xew  London  Co.,  Coim.,  daughter  of 
John  and  Lydia  Knight,  and  their  children,  only 
one  of  whom  is  now  living,  were  as  follows :  John, 
Mary  Ann,  William,  and  Sarah  E.  ( who  married 
Robert  Oughton).  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lathem 
Mrs.  Lathem  married  Elias  Barrelle.  who  died  at 
Sa^^brook.  Three  sons  were  born  to  this  union, 
James  E.,  Charles  and  John  H.,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Barrelle  died  in  Saybrook  also,  and 
was  buried  there.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

]Mrs.  Oughton  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  a  lady  honored  and  beloved  both  in 
her  family  circle  and  in  the  community.  She  pos- 
sesses a  remarkable  memory,  and  her  reminiscences 
of  early  days  in  [Meriden  are  most  interesting  and 
instructive. 

BALDWTN.  Connecticut  has  long  been  a  State 
of  lofty  traditions,  and  has  long  been  also  one  which 
has  bred  families  who  can  trace  ancestry  back  to  the 
first  settlements  made  in  Xew  England.  Promi- 
nent among  these  family  names  is  that  of  Baldwin, 
worthy  representatives  of  which  are  found  in  Meri- 
den in  the  persons  of  Xathan  Smith  Baldwin  and 
his  sons,  Edgar  X.  and  William  H. 

Joseph  Baldwin,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Con- 
necticut, was  born  in  England  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  two  brothers,  Xathaniel  and  Timothy, 
all  of  whom  in  1639  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.  Of 
the  first  wife  of  Joseph  we  only  know  that  her 
name  was  Hannah,  but  his  second  marriage  was  to 
Isabel  Xortham,  a  daughter  of  James  Xortham. 
She  came  from  Xew  Jersey  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  and 
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she  died  there  Dec.  8,  1676.  His  third  wife  was 
Eh'zabeth  (Hitchcock),  the  widow  of  WilHam  War- 
rener,  of  Spring-field,  Mass.,  and  she  died  April  25, 
1696.  He  died  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  Nov.  2,  1684. 
His  children  were:  Joseph,  bom  in  1640;  Ben- 
jamin, born  in  1642;  Hannah,  baptized  June  23, 
1644,  married  May  6,  1658,  Jeremiah,  son  of  Rich- 
ard Hull,  of  New  Haven:  }.Iary, -baptized  June  23, 

1644,  married  John  Catlin ;   Elizabeth,  baptized  in 

1645,  married  March  31,  1664,  James  Warrener, 
a  step-brother;  Martha,  baptized  in  1645,  married 
Dec.  26,  1667,  John  Hawkins,  and  she  died  Jan. 
7,  1676;  Jonathan,  born  Feb.  15,  1649;  David,  bom 
Oct.  19,  1651;  Sarah,  born  Nov.  6,  1654,  married 
Samuel  Bartlett,  of  Xorthampton,  Mass.,  and  died 
in  1717. 

Joseph  Baldwin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah, 
was  born  in  Milford  about  1640,  and  baptized  March 
23,  1644.  With  his  parents  he  removed  to  Hadley, 
Mass.,  where  he  became  a  prominent  citizen,  but 
died  before  his  father,  Xov.  i,  1681.  He  married 
Sarah  Celey,  of  Alilford.  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Celey,  and  she  was  baptized  in  1648,  and  died  in 
1689.  Their  children  were:  Joseph,  born  Oct.  i, 
1663;  James;  Mehitable.  bom  in  June,  1670,  died 
July  II,  1670;  Hannah,  born  April  13,  1673:  ]\Iary, 
born  Nov.  10,  1674,  died  Dec.  17,  1674:  Hannah, 
born  March  9,  1676,  died  Oct.  31,  1676;  ]\Iary  mar- 
ried Samuel  Alien  of  Xorthampton,  Mass. :  Samuel, 
bom  April  7,  1679;  and  Hannah  (3),  born  April 
27,  1681. 

James  Baldwin,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah,  was 
bom  at  Maiden,  Mass.,  about  1664,  and  was  a  weav- 
er by  occupation.  He  removed  to  Milford,  Conn., 
where  he  united  with  the  Church,  in  1696,  as  did 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  on  July  18,  1703.  On  Jan.  2, 
1692,  with  Eleazer  Rogers,  he  settled  up  his  grand- 
father's estate,  in  Milford.  His  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  born  March  2,  1697;  David,  born  Oct.  2, 
1699;  Phebe,  baptized  June  17,  1701,  died  Jan.  i, 
1702;  Elizabeth  (2),  born  July  18,  1703:  Moses 
and  Aaron,  twins,  born  April  15,  1705  ;  and  Hannah, 
baptized  in  1710. 

Moses  Baldwin,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth, 
was  born  in  INIilford,  Conn.,  but  later  removed  to 
Saybrook,  where  he  ended  his  days.  He  married 
Abigail  Royce,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Robert  Royce, 
born  in  ^leriden,  later  removed  to  W'allingford. 
Their  children  were:  Aaron,  bom  Oct.  26,  1729, 
died  Feb.  26,  1730;  Moses,  born  July  6,  1731 :  Han- 
nah, born  Sept.  23,  1733,  married  Mr.  Cramer: 
James,  born  Xov.  26,  1735.  died  young:  Royce, 
X''ov.  23,  1737;  David,  born  March  8,  1740:  James, 
born  Mav  20,  1742:  Xoah,  born  April  13,  1745;  and 
Joseph,  bom  Aug.  20,  1747. 

Moses  Baldwin,  son  of  Moses,  was  born  July  6, 
1731,  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and,  under  Capt.  Red- 
field,  was  a  participant  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war.  After  marriage  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
settled  in  the  parish  of  what  was  then  Cheshire, 
but  now  is  Wallingford,  and  there  he  died,  leaving 


four  children:  James,  born  Jan.  29,  1760;  Sarah- 
A.;  Alfred,  who  died- in  Meriden ;  and  Lucretia, 
who  also  died  in  Meriden. 

James  Baldwin,  son  of  Moses  (2).  was  born  in 
Cheshire,  but  later  settled  in  Meriden,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  and  also  engaged  in  the  mill  busi- 
ness, in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  died 
there  March  3,  1839.  James  Baldwin  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  served  his  country 
well.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Bethia  Goodsel,  in 
October,  1785,  who  died  in  1798,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-four years.  His  second  marriage  occurred  Dec. 
20,  1798,  his  bride  being  Mary  Rice,  who  died  June 
19,  1839,  and  all  were  buried  in  the  Broad  street 
cemetery.  The  children  of  James  were:  Alma, 
born  July  18,  1786,  died -Feb.  19,  1803;  Moses,  born 
June  TO,  1788;  Asahel.  born  July  13.  1791  :  Ransom, 
born  March  i,  1793  ;  James,  born  Dec.  4,  1795  ;  and 
Benona,  born  May  9,  1798. 

Moses  Baldwin,  father  of  Xathan  Smith  Bald- 
win, was  bom  in  Meriden,  June  10,  1788,  and  grew 
to  manhood  on  the  homestead,  but  as  his  inclinations 
did  not  lead  him  to  farming,  he  began  peddling 
Yankee  notions,  dry-goods  etc.,  and  made  of  this 
business  quite  a  success,  covering  a  large  extent  of 
country,  and  establishing  a  reputation  for  strict  in- 
tegritv.  Later,  he  settled  on  the  Timothy  Ives- 
farm,  in  ]\Ieriden,  where  he  made  much  improve- 
ment, and  also  owned  and  operated  a  mill  which  is 
known  now  as  the  Baldwin  mill.  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
an  honest,  industrious  man,  well-known  and  hiefhly 
respected  and  took  a  part  in  the  civic  affairs,  being 
a  selectman  for  some  time.  His  political  affiliation 
was  with  the  Democratic  party.  During  the  war  of 
18 12,  he  saw  service  and  was  stationed  at  Xew 
London.  All  his  life,  he  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Moses  Baldwin  was  married  in  Meriden,  to  Eda 
L>-man,  who  was  born  in  Meriden,  in  1793,  a 
daughter  of  Phineas  Lyman.  Her  death  occurred 
May  29,  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventv-one,  and  she 
was  laid  to  rest  in  East  cemetery.  She  had  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Her  hus- 
band had  preceded  her  a  few  years,  his  death  having 
occurred  May  5,  i860.  Their  children  were:  Alma, 
born  June  21.  18 16,  married  tirst  a  Mr.  Knowles, 
and  second,  Jared  Cotton:  Frederick,  bom  Aue:.  13, 
1818,  died  July  11.  1863,  at  Middletown,  Conn.; 
Sophronia.  Ijorn  Oct.  22,  1819,  died  Aug.  4.  1840,. 
married  Erastus  Wilcox :  Henry  L.,  bom  Jan.  10, 
1821,  died  Oct.  24,  1862.  at  Branford,  Conn. :  Linus, 
born  May  19,  1822.  died  April  2y,  iSSo:  Ira,  horn 
July  5,  1823,  died  Dec.  17,  1823:  James  and  Jane, 
twins,  born  Dec.  5.  1825:  of  these,  James  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  in  an  Iowa  regiment,  and 
died  June  S,  1864,  in  the  army:  Jane  married  John 
R.  Andrus  and  died  May  11,  1858:  Ellen.  horn- 
Dec.  II,  1830,  died  March  2^.  183 1  :  Lyman,  born 
Dec.  29,  1831,  died  Jan.  22.  1S32:  Merritt.  born 
Feb.  8,  1S33,  died  April  5,  1885 ;  and  Xathan  S., 
born   Xov.   3,   1835. 
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Nathan  Smith  Baldwin-,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Meriden,  was  born  on  the  old  Baldwin  homestead, 
and  after  attendance  at  the  district  schools  received 
academic  training  in  the  Meriden  Academy.  Being 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  he  remained  on  the 
homestead  with  his  parents,  and  after  his  father's 
death  assumed  the  homestead  farm  and  has  been 
ever  since  engaged  in  general  farming,  stockraising, 
dairying  and  fruit  culture.  Adding  to  the  original 
farm,  he  now  operates  over  150  acres  of  land,  wliich 
he  has  much  improved.  The  Baldwin  mill,  for 
flour  and  feed,  is  also  operated  by  him  very  suc- 
cessfully, and  Mr.  Baldwin  is  justly  considered  one 
of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his  section  of  the 
county. 

In  i860,  in  Meriden,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  married 
to  Maria  Hayden,  of  Westbrook,  a  daughter  of  Elias 
and  Maria  (Smith)  Hayden,  and  an  adopted 
daughter  of  the  late  William  H.  and  Maria  (Hub- 
bard) Yale.  Mrs.  Baldwin  is  one  of  the  superior 
ladies  of  this  community,  having  been  thoroughly 
educated,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. For  many  years  she  has  taken  great  interest 
in  taxidermy,  and  owns  some  beautiful  bird  speci- 
mens which  she  has  prepared  herself.  Of  great 
artistic  ability,  her  finished  work  displays  exception- 
al talent.  For  several  years  Mr.  Baldwin  taught 
school,  also,  and  an  air  of  refinement  and  educa- 
tion pervades  the  beautiful  home  where  the  family 
resides.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Meriden 
Grange,  and  for  three  years  was  Master,  and  he  has 
filled  nearly  all  the  offices  in  Pomona  Grange.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  State  and  Na- 
tional Granges.  Since  he  was  seventeen  years  old 
Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  his  pious  parents  reared  him,  but 
in  politics  he  prefers  to  be  independent,  tied  to  no 
party.  He  takes  great  interest  in  the  Agricultural 
Society  of  ^Meriden,  and  is  a  highly  valued  mem- 
ber. The  two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin 
arc:  Edgar  N.  and  \\"illiam  H.  The  former,  born 
Oct.  4,  1861,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  also  Meriden  Academy,  and  is  engaged  with 
the  Adams  Express  Company,  at  W'allingford ;  he 
married  Miss  Alina  Hull,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Hull. 

\YiLLiAM  H.  Baldwin  was  born  Oct.  9,  1870, 
received  his  early  education  in  the  district  school  in 
Meriden,  and  then  entered  Yale  Business  College, 
in  New  Haven,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1S91. 
His  youth  was  spent  on  the  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  majority.  He  then  became  a  book- 
keeper for  the  ^.leriden  Gravure  Co.,  but  after  a 
short  time  lie  took  charge  of  his  father's  mill,  and 
also  became  engaged  in  the  fertilizer  business.  Since 
then  he  has  operated  the  Baldwin  mill,  and  is  e.x- 
tensively  engaged  in  farming.  His  farm  consists 
of  155  acres  adjoining  the  homestead.  In  public 
life  Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  active  in  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  1898  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  serving  one  year,  and  in   1899  he 


was  made  a  member  of  the  board  of  assessors,  being 
elected  chairman,  which  office  he  tills  with  ef- 
ficiency, entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
His  personality  is  pleasant,  and  he  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  nbility  in  almost  every  line  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  His  interest  in  Sunday-school  work  has 
made  him  widely  known  among  religious  teachers, 
and  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Park  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Sunday-school,  second  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Broad  Street  Baptist  Sunday-school,  and 
quite  active  in  other  church  affairs.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  connected  with  Centre  Lodge,  No. 
97,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Keystone  Chapter,  No. 
27,  R.  A.  M. ;  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  No.  68, 
L  O.'  O.  F. ;  and  is  a  member  and  secretarv  of  the 
Meriden  Grange.  William  H.  Baldwu^  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Esther  Yale,  who  was  born 
in  Meriden,  a  daughter  of  Julius  Wilcox  and  Mary 
(Hobart)  Yale.  One  son,  Nathan  Yale,  born  Dec. 
22,  1900,  has  blessed  this  union.  Mrs.  Baldwin, 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  established 
families  of  Meriden,  is  a  lady  of  charming  disposi- 
tion and  manner.  She  belongs  to  the  Meriden 
Grange,  and  is  a  valued  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

HIR.AM  H;  TAINTOR  was  one  of  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  New  Haven  and  probably  the 
best  known  representative  of  that  family  in  New 
Haven  county  during  his  life-time.  He  was  born  in 
East  Haven,  Conn.,  March  2,  1818,  only  child  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Hemingway)  Taintor,  both 
natives  of  East  Haven,  of  whom  the  former  died 
Aug.  25,  1848,  and  the  latter  Feb.  22,  1878,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  I 

Hiram  H.  Taintor  was  reared  and  educated  in  [ 
his  native  town,  receiving  such  advantages  as  the  i 
common  schools  of  his  time  afforded.  He  learned  j 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  for  many  years  was  con-  | 
nected  with  the  firm  of  G.  and  T.  Ailing  &  Co.,  the 
well-known  mill  men  of  New  Haven,  his  first  iden- 
tification with  the  concern  dating  back  to  1S45,  3t 
which  time  the  business  was  carried  on  by  Leonard 
Pardee.  The  firm  subsequently  became  Pardee  & 
Morgan,  and  still  later  G.  and  T.  Ailing  &  Co.  Mr. 
Taintor's  connection  with  this  establishment  lasted 
through  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  or  until  1883, 
at  which  time  he  retired  from  business.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  preceding  his  retirement  he  was  one 
of  the  proprietors.  His  death  occurred  March  25, 
1894,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-six.  In  1S45  he 
married  Ruth  M.  Hotchkiss,  who  passed  away  Aug. 
31,  1849,  ^gred  twenty-seven.  She  was  the  mother 
of  two  children,  of  whom  onlv  one  is  now  living, 
Hiram  C,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows.  In  1S53  he 
married  Harriet  I.  Hazzard,  who  still  survives  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  (1902).  Hiram  H.  Taintor 
was  a  self-made  man.  owing  his  success  in  life  en- 
tirely to  his  own  etTorts.  He  was  of  a  retiring 
nature  and  never  held  or  sought  public  office.  He 
and  his  wife  attended  the  Chapel  Street  Congrc- 
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gational  Cliurcli,  and  botli  were  highly  esteemed 
members  of  the  communit}'. 

Hiram  C.  Taintor  was  born  in  New  Haven 
March  25,  1849,  ^"d  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  city.  Early  in  life  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  ^lallory  Wheeler  Co.  and  was  re- 
tained in  their  service  some  thirty  years  prior  to 
1900.  The  company  manufactured  general  house 
trimmings  and  their  establishment  was  very  ex- 
tensive, employment  being  given  to  some  four  hun- 
dred men. 

In  1876  Mr.  Taintor  married  Miss  Fanny  A. 
Hpmingway,  daughter  of  Leverett  G.  and  Rachel 
(Bailey)  Hemingway,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Taintor  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  one  of  whom  survives :  Ruth 
Hotchkiss,  born  June  25,  1888;  Hattie,  born  Sept. 
25,  1877,  died  March  23,  1892.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Taintor  is  a  member  of  Wooster  Lodge,  No.  79, 
F.  &  A.  ]\I.,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  two 
terms. 

JOHN  EDWARD  DURAND,  deceased. 
Among  the  former  citizens  of  Meriden  who  are  most 
reverently  remembered,  none  have  more  justly  re- 
ceived regretful  testimonials  from  both  public  and 
private  friends  than  the  late  John  Edward  Durand. 

Mr.  Durand  was  born  April  9,  1833,  '^^  ^^^is 
State,  which  he  so  dearly  loved  and  ably  defended, 
being  a  native  of  the  town  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven 
county.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren born  to  George  A.  and  Eunice  (Clark)  Du- 
rand, the  former  of  whom  was  of  French  descent. 
George  A.  Durand  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade,  and 
made  his  home  principally  in  Cheshire,  where  he 
died,  a  respected  citizen  and  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

John  Edward  Durand  attended  school  only  up 
to  the  age  of  eleven  years,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
Meriden  from  his  Cheshire  home,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  his  brother,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six 
years,  engaged  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade. 
During  this  period  he  was  constantly  making  plans 
by  which  he  could  become  more  thoroughly  educat- 
ed, saving  enough  from  his  small  wages  to  enable 
him  to  attend  a  select  school  in  the  Hanover  Dis- 
trict for  one  year.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went 
to  Waterbury,  and  there  secured  employment  in  a 
sash  and  blind  factory,  where  he  continued  for  sev- 
enteen years.  It  was  while  so  occupied  that  the 
urgent  call  was  made  for  troops  to  quell  what  was 
at  first  hoped  would  be  only  a  small  rebellion,  and, 
with  other  brave  and  loyal  men,  Mr.  Durand  laid 
aside  his  tools  to  take  up  the  musket.  On  July  16, 
1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  Company  C,  14th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  and  went  to  the  front  under  Capt.  Sam- 
uel W.  Carpenter,  participating  with  his  regiment 
in  the  battles  of  South  Alountain,  Sept.  14,  1862; 
Antietam,  Sept.  19,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13, 
1862;  and  Belle  Plain  Landing,  where  he  was  seri- 
ously injured.  While  he  was  on  the  deck  of  a 
transport  taking  out   Government   stores  a  heavy 


sack  fell  from  the  top  deck,  crushing  him.  Al- 
though seriously  crippled,  Mr.  Durand  bravely 
struggled  along,  marching  sixteen  miles  in  his  in- 
jured condition,  and  when  exhaustion  compelled 
him  to  give  up  he  was  carried  three  miles  by  his 
comrades.  His  mjuries  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  go  to  the  hospital,  and  he  was  sent  to  the  Camp- 
bell hospital,  in  \\'ashington,  later  being  transferred 
to  the  Lincoln  hospital ;  he  was  finally  discharged 
on  account  of  disability,  April  12,  1863. 
i  Mr.  Durand  never  fully  recovered  from  his  in- 

I   juries,  although  soon  after  his  return  home  he  went 
back  to  his  former  business,  remaining  with  his  old 
,   firm  until  1867.    He  spent  one  year  in  the  clock  fac- 
tory in  Waterbury,  and  in  1868  came  to  Meriden. 
When  the  Steam  ]\Iill  Lumber  Co.  was  organized 
:   he  was  not  only  a  stockholder,  but  also  secretary 
!  and  treasurer,  with  Alden  Clark  as  president,  and 
!   for  three  years  he  acted  as  superintendent  of  the 
i  mill.    Later  Mr.  Durand  started  on  the  road  as  rep- 
resentative of  C.  P.  Colt,  selling  drugs  and  medi- 
I   cines,  and  spent  three  years  in  that  line,  traveling 
\  all  over  the  State.    In  1874  he  embarked  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  and  for  twenty  years  was  the  capa- 
'  ble  and   reliable  agent  of  William   Ratcliff  Hicks, 
'   the   well-known   lawyer  and   real   estate   dealer  of 
'   Meriden.     Mr.  Durand  was  the  first  pension  agent 
;  in  Meriden,  and  was  long  a  notary  public.    Though 
j  naturally  an  active  man,  declining  health,  caused  by 
his  army  life,  made  retirement  a  necessity,  and  he 
i   spent  his  last  days  without  business  responsibility. 
I  His  death  occurred  July  29,  1899  ,and  he  was  buried 
I  in  the  Brockett  cemetery,  at  Waterbury,  Connecti- 
!  cut. 

Mr.   Durand  was  a    member    of    the    Baptist 

,   Church,  having  been  converted    and  baptized    by 

j  Rev.  Harvey  Jvliller,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.    At 

I  that  time  he  joined  the  Center  Baptist  Church.    On 

.  his  return  from  Waterbury  he  united  with  the  Main 

Street  Church.    Perhaps  no  man  was  ever  more  op- 

'  posed  to  the  use  of  tobacco  and  strong  liquors,  and 

he  never  made  use  of  either  by  precept   and   ex- 

1  ample  constantly  preaching  temperance.     His  fra- 

■  ternal  connections  were  with  Meridian  Lodge.  No. 

77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Merriam  Post.  No.  8.  G.  A.  R., 

of  Meriden;  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  ELagle; 

and  he  was  also  a  member  of  Hawley's  Division  of 

1  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  in  Hartford.     Although 

identified  with  the  Republican  party  he  never  sought 

I  political  honors,  and  was  a  man  of  quiet,  domestic 

habits,  who  loved  the  privacy  of  his  own  home. 

On  June  4,  1854,  John  Edward  Durand  was 
united  in  marriage,  by  Rev.  Harvey  Miller,  a  well- 
known  Baptist  minister,  to  Miss  Roxana  Sophia 
Root,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  daughter 
:  of  the  late  Mathew  D.  and  Roxana  (Potter)  Root, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  Marlboro, 
Mass.,  coming  to  Connecticut  when  still  a  young 
man.  Locating  in  Waterbur\-.  Mr.  Root  became  a 
large  land  owner  and  farmer,  and  there  passed  the 
'  balance  of  his  days,  dying  Sept.  11.  1884;  he  was 
buried  in  the  Brockett  cemetery,  Waterbury.    Mrs. 
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Roxana  (Potter)  Root  was  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Potter  and  his  good  wife  Chloe  I  Hrockett), 
both  of  wlioni  came  from  old  and  honored  famihes 
in  the  Xaugaluck  Valley,  extended  mention  of 
whom  may  be  found  elsewhere.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root:  Eliza  E..  who 
married  James  Pierpont  Langdon,  of  New  Uruns- 
wick,  X.  J.,  both  now  deceased;  Jane  C.  who  died 
unmarried  Jan.  30,  iC)Oi  ;  Joseph  S..  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-two  years;  Roxana  S.,  widow  of  our 
subject;  Mis.s  Marietta  E.,  who  resides  with  Mrs. 
Durand  ;  Edmund  Silvanus,  who  died  Dec.  30,  1862, 
while  in  the  service  of  his  country;  and  Edwin  M., 
\vho  married  Bessie  Parsons,  and  resides  in  Mcri- 
den.  The  beloved  mother  of  this  family  passed 
away  Dec.  27,  1893,  and  she  rests  in  the  Brockett 
cemeten,'  in  Waterbury.  i 

Mrs.  Durand  is  well  known  in  Meriden  and  en- 
joys the  esteem  of  all.  Her  devotion  to  her  invalid 
husband  for  years  is  known  to  all,  and  while  it  dis- 
played natural  affection  it  also  exemplified  the  high- 
est traits  of  Christian  character.  As  a  member  of 
the  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  she  is  a  helper  in  all 
its  charitable  and  benevolent  work,  and  is  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  of 
this  city. 

E:\nLY  JOSEPHINE  LEONARD,  a  ripe 
scholar  and  eminent  botanist,  whose  death  occurred 
at  her  home  in  Meriden  on  July  16,  1884,  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-seven  years,  was  one  of  the  dis- 
tiHguished  characters  of  that  city,  and  in  her  ac- 
complishments its  citizens  took  a  just  pride. 

Miss  Leonard  was  born  Aug.  21,  1837,  in 
Stoughton,  Mass.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  J.  Leon- 
ard, a  strong-minded  Quaker  who  in  the  early  fif- 
ties came  to  Meriden  and  engaged  in  business.  As 
a  school  girl  Miss  Leonard  was  pre-eminent,  not 
only  in  her  studies,  but  in  the  ease  with  which  she 
mastered  them.  In  1878  she  took  the  higher  of  the 
Harvard  examinations  for  women.  For  several  years 
she  was  engaged  in  teaching  the  higher  branches 
in  high  schools  and  academies,  and  as  a  teacher  she 
attained  marked  success,  but  in  1877  abandoned 
teaching  for  the  wider  fields  of  literature  and,  with- 
out in  the  least  neglecting  her  severe  studies,  de- 
voted the  rest  of  her  life  to  writing,  lecturing  and 
translating. 

Finding  the  "History  of  Political  Economy  in 
Europe,"  by  Blanqui,  professor  in  the  College  of 
France,  of  great  benefit  to  her  in  her  researches,  it 
occurred  to  her  that  an  English  translation  of  it 
might  be  of  benefit  to  America:!  and  English  stu- 
dents, and  she  subsequently  translated  the  great 
work,  which  was  issued  from  the  press  of  the  Put- 
nams  in  1889.  The  same  thought  had  occurred  to 
that  eminent  political  economist.  David  A.  Wells, 
who  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Davis,  written  soon  after  Miss 
Leonard's  death,  thus  compliments  the  gifted  trans- 
lator: "The  work,  as  it  stands  to-day,  is  a  monu- 
ment to  her  memory,  and  a  most  gratifying  evi- 


dence of  the  abilitv  of  American  women  to  grapjile 
with  a  department  of  knowledge  which  most  men 
confess  is  beyond  their  capability."  The  commen- 
dation of  Prof.  Dunbar,  of  Harvard  University, 
was  no  less  complimentary:  "I  feel  that  you  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  opportunitv  to  do  a 
good  piece  of  work,  and  upon  the  success  with 
which  you  have  accomplished  it.  I  only  wish  that 
you  hail  gone  further  and  woi-ked  up  a  chapter  or 
two  of  your  own  to  fill  the  gap  between  Blanqui's 
time  and  your  own,  and  to  complete  his  meagre 
reference  to  several  writers."  Prof.  Foxwell,  of 
Cambridge,  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  in  one 
respect  the  translation  is  better  than  the  original, 
viz.,  "it  is  more  terse."  Miss  Leonard  excelled  as 
a  translator.  At  the  time  ot  her  death  she  was  en- 
gaged in  translating  for  Lalor's  Cyclopaedia  of  Po- 
litical Economy ;  and  Prof.  Lalor  paid  her  the  fol- 
lowing high  compliment :  "You  are  the  only  person 
i  can  trust  with  a  translation  without  the  least  hes- 
itation," and  in  saying  to  another,  ''The  papers  were 
the  only  ones  that  went  to  the  printers  untouched 
by  me."  But  ]kliss  Leonard  did  not  satisfy  herself 
with  translating.  She  was  a  talented,  original 
writer,  and  could  all  the  papers  which  she  wrote  on 
economic  questions  be  collected  they  would  form  a 
volume.  She  was  also  one  of  the  ablest  and  stanch- 
est  advocates  of  women's  rights,  and  could  all  the 
articles  she  wrote  and  addresses  delivered  by  her 
upon  the  political  enfranchisement  of  women  be 
collected  they  would  form  another  large  volume. 

^liss  Leonard  was  eminent  as  a  botanist,  and 
was  a  correspondent  with  Professors  Gray,  Eaton 
and  Babb,  all  of  whom  acknowledged  her  great 
ability.  She  was  an  original  and  independent  ex- 
plorer in  the  botanical  field.  As  her  biographer 
justlv  says  of  her:  "With  rare  perseverance  whole- 
days  were  sometimes  spent  in  searching  for  a  single 
specimen."  When  the  Meriden  Scientific  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  1880  she  was  selected  as  di- 
rector of  the  botanical  section.  Before  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  association  she  nad  begun  a  "Catalogue 
of  the  Phaenogamous  and  \'ascular  Cryptogamous 
Plants  Found  Growing  in  Meriden.''  In  1885, 
though  incomplete,  .t  was  oublished  by  the  associa- 
tion in  the  first  volume  of  its  transactions.  In  it 
749  distinct  species  were  enumerated,  many  of  which 
are  not  found  in  the  work  of  the  Eerzelius  Society, 
all  classified  in  the  most  systematic  and  scientific 
manner,  reflecting  great  honor  upon  its  learned 
author. 

The  estimation  in  which  Miss  Leonard  was  held 
by  the  association  is  attested  by  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Pettee  July  21,  188;.  and  by  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  memorial  meeting  Sept.  8.  at  which 
addresses  were  made  on  the  character,  scholarship 
and  literary  labors  of  Miss  Leonard.  The  life  of 
Miss  Emily  J.  Leonard  has  since  been  published, 
■  ably  and  tenderly  written  bv  her  niece.  Miss  Georgia 
Louise  Leonard,  of  \\"ashington.  D.  C.  — a  biogra- 
phy which  should  not  only  be  read  by  all  members 
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■of  the  Meriden  Scientific  Association,  but  by  all 
Meriden  people  who  had  a  just  pride  in  actjuaint- 
ance  with  this  remarkable  woman.  Many  of  her 
own  townsmen  were  not  aware  how  great  a  scholar 
they  had  among'  them. 

In  the  language  of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Pettee,  at  the 
memorial  meeting:  '"The  habit  of  thought,  and 
some  of  the  viewsi  she  entertained,  led  her  into 
■channels  remote  from  ordinary  individuals :  and 
yet,  it  was  not  her  fault,  it  was  our  own,  if  we  lost 
sight  of  her  as  she  strode  on  before  us  in  the  paths 
of  investigation.  And  if  she  sometimes  found  her- 
self without  companionship,  what  wonder!  It  has 
always  been  the  case  with  those  who  search  beyond 
the  bounds  of  commonly  received  ideas.  If  while 
■with  us,  she  failed  to  perceive  as  much  divinity  in 
the  commonly  received  theories  as  some,  who  shall 
say  that  God  did  not  reveal  himself  in  the  laws 
which  He  ordained  for  the  government  of  all  things, 
material  and  immaterial?" 

JEREMIAH  SMITH.  Early  in  the  year  1850 
an  industrious  and  far-sighted  man  started  in  a 
small  way,  in  the  business  of  oyster  culture,  em- 
ploying for  this  purpose  the  waters  surrounding  a 
point  of  land  belonging  to  an  estate  which  had  long 
been  the  property  of  his  fore-fathers.  In  Jeremiah 
Smith,  the  city  of  Xew  Haven  had  a  pioneer  in  this 
business  of  much  more  than  the  average  experi- 
ence, intelligence  and  ability.  Although  he  pos- 
sessed neither  the  machinery  nor  the  modern  meth- 
ods of  this  business,  it  was  not  long  before  the 
waves  of  Long  Island  sound  in  his  vicinity  covered 
vast  beds  of  oyster  seed,  which  here  found  congenial 
surroundings,  and  in  time  well  repaid  the  efforts 
of  the  patient  and  skilled  farmer.  From  that  be- 
ginning has  been  developed  one  of  the  largest  oyster 
farming  enterprises  in  the  United  States,  its  vener- 
able founder  still  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Jeremiah  Smith  &  Sons,  oyster 
farmers,  Oyster  Point,  Xew  Haven,  Connecticut. 

The  Smith  family  from  which  Jeremiah  Smith 
of  New  Haven  descended,  came  to  Xew  England 
from  England  about  1638,  at  the  time  of  the  found- 
ing of  this  city  and  was  one  of  the  original  plant- 
ers— one  of  the  Eaton  colony.  George  Smith,  the 
settler,  received  a  grant  of  land  from  that  colony, 
of  all  that  tract  which  is  known  as  City,  or  Oyster 
Point,  this  being  located  in  the  extreme  southern 
part,  washed  by  the  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound. 
The  line  of  descent  of  Jeremiah  is  through  George 
(the  settler),  Xathan,  Andrew,  Andrew  (2),  Eli 
and  Harry,  all  of  these  having  been  residents  of 
West  Haven,  where  they  died  and  are  buried. 

Grandfather  EH  Smith  was  a  farmer  in  West 
Haven,  who  bravely  Ixjre  his  musket  during  the 
Revolutionarv  war,  of  which  he  was  a  pensioner, 
owned  large  tracts  of  land  of  Connecticut,  and  lived 
until  a  good  old  age,  a  man  of  prominence  and  sub- 
stance. 

Harry    Smith,    son   of   Eli,    and    the    father   of 


Jeremiah  Smith  of  the  Oyster  Point  industry,  was 
born  al.so  in  West  Haven,  and  became  a  sea-faring 
man,  returning  in  his  age  to  pass  his  last  days  in 
his  West  Haven  home.  His  marriage  was  to  Grace, 
a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  of  another  branch 
of  the  family,  in  West  Haven,  and  they  had  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children :  Charlotte.  Willis,  Lydia, 
Elizalicth,  Jeremiah.  Harriet,  .Maria,  Louisa  and 
George  H..  and  of  this  family  the  three  sons,  Jere- 
miah, Willis  and  George  all  became  interested  in  the 
oyster  business,  as  growers. 

Jeremiah  Smith  was  born  May  11,  1824,  in  the 
home  of  his  ancestors  in  West  Haven.  Early  in  life 
he  followed  the  example  of  his  father,  and  became 
a  sea-faring  man,  engaging  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
also  going  with  the  trading  vessels  which  carried 
freight  to  the  West  Indies.  As  early  as  the  age  of 
sixteen,  the  sails  and  spars  of  the  vessels  were 
familiar  to  him,  and  he  continued  in  this  adventur- 
ous life,  sailing  to  the  West  Indian  ports  and  touch- 
ing at  those  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  along 
the  Atlantic  coast  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old. 
In  1850,  as  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Smith  embarked 
in  the  oyster  business,  as  a  grower,  purchasing 
southern  seed  oysters,  and  planting  them  along  the 
beach,  in  shallow  water,  near  Xew  Haven.  Few 
others  had  been  venturesome  enough  to  attempt  this 
new  business,  and  many  of  those  who  later  engaged 
in  it  in  this  locality,  totallv  failed,  on  account  of  a 
lack  of  those  qualities  which  made  the  enterprise  of 
Mr.  Smith  succeed  and  prosper.  For  a  half  century 
Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  the  business  actively,  but  it 
now  has  been  resigned  in  favor  of  his  two  energetic 
and  most  capable  sons,  Ehvood  H.  and  William  H. 
Smith,  the  firm  style  of  Jeremiah  Smith  &  Sons,  still 
being  retained.  The  business  has  grown  to  im- 
mense proportions,  the  demand  for  the  delicious  bi- 
valves raised  at  Oyster  Point  being  far  beyond  the 
supply,  although  Messrs.  Smith  employ  from  150  to 
200  hands,  have  five  steamers  of  their  own  and  hire 
as  many  more,  and  occupy  5,000  acres  of  land.  The 
business  is  conducted  on  the  b.isis  of  excellence,  and 
the  firm  name  is  a  guaranty  all  over  L'nited  States. 
The  venerable  founder  has  reached  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  and  although  this  pioneer  in  the  oyster 
planting  business  no  longer  assumes  responsibility 
in  it,  his  intelligent  interest  remains,  and  he  is  justly 
proud  of  the  progress  made  in  what  at  one  time  re- 
quired his  close  and  fostering  care. 

On  Jan.  18.  1S48,  Jeremiah  Smith  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Sampson,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Clark  and  Mercy  (Hamilton)  Samp- 
son, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Xew  Salem, 
Mass.,  the  former  being  a  son  of  Jacob  Sampson, 
of  English  e.xtraction.  a  member  of  one  of  the  very 
earlv  families  in  Xew  England.  A  fp.milv  of  five 
children  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith :  El- 
wood  H. :  William  H. :  Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years ;  Mary,  who  married  Rev.  George 
E.  Xichols :  and  Xellie.  who  married  Edward  Man- 
ville,   of    Xew   Haven.     In   his   earlier    years    Mr. 
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Smith  was  a  stanch  Whig,  and  later  Ijecame  just 
as  strong  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

Elwood  H.  Smith  was  born  April  6,  1849,  in 
West  Haven,  and  he  was  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  New  Haven,  where  he  grew 
to  maturity,  being  educated  in  the  pubHc  schools  of 
this  city,  notably  the  Webster  school,  and  later  tak- 
ing a  practical  course  in  the  United  States  Business 
College.  In  1872.  he  engaged  with  his  father  in  the 
oyster  business,  and  has  continued  in  that  line  ever 
since.  He  was  married  Oct.  18.  1875,  to  Miss  Ella 
Bouton,  a  daughter  of  Seth  S.  Bouton,  of  Xew  Hav- 
en, and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children: 
Daisy,  who  married  W.  K.  Newport,  of  Xew 
Haven ;  Lula ;  Elmer  E.,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm;  and  M.  Leon.  Mr.  Smith  built  the  home 
on  Howard  avenue  where  he  lives.  Like  his  father 
he  is  an  earnest  Republican,  as  well  as  a  capable 
man  of  business. 

William  H.  Smith  was  born  April  21.  1855.  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  received  his  schooling.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Stiles  French's  pri- 
vate school.  When  but  a  young  man  he  went  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  was  bookkeeper  for  the  Xono- 
tuck  Silk  Co.  Subsequently  returning  East,  he  be- 
came the  European  representative  of  the  firm,  of 
which  he  later  became  a  member.  He  was  retained 
for  four  seasons  in  that  capacity,  and  in  1883  became 
a  member  of  the  firm,  and  has  since  continued  as 
such.  On  Nov.  10,  1881,  he  married,  in  Xew  Haven, 
Miss  Lizzie  'Si.  Hanson,  daughter  of  C.  B.  Hanson. 
Mr.  Smith  has  two  daughters,  Jennie  L.  and  Edna 
E.  In  political  matters  his  sympathy  is  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  resides  in  Howard  avenue, 
where  he  built  an  excellent  home. 

NATHAN  PRATT,  a  son  of  Deacon  Phineas 
Pratt,  and  a  brother  of  the  late  Julius  Pratt,  of 
Meriden,  Conn.,  was  born  Feb.  4,  1772.  in  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  goldsmith  by  occupation.  His 
quiet,  sober  and  virtuous  life  was  spent  in  Essex, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  old  age.  His  wife,  whom 
he  married  Jan.  3,  1796,  was  Elizabeth  Spencer,  of 
Deep  River,  Connecticut. 

Aaron  Pratt,  son  of  Xathan,  was  born  in  Essex, 
Feb.  23,  1806,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  In  early  manhood  he 
came  to  Meriden,  and  became  engaged  in  business 
with  his  uncle  Julius,  in  comb-making,  finally  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  firm  of  Julius  Pratt  &  Co., 
this  being  a  leading  concern  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  balance  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Meriden.  where 
he  died,  in  1869,  in  the  month  of  May.  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three,  and  his  remains  lie  in  East  cemeter}-. 
Although  ^Ir.  Pratt  was  always  interested  in  civic 
and  public  afifairs  and  was  an  ardent  Whig,  he 
was  no  office  seeker,  his  political  ambition  only 
reaching  as  far  as  good  citizenship.  Ten-.perate  in 
all  his  habits,  full  of  domestic  virtues,  he  was  also 
a  valued  member  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church. 


The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Pratt  occurred  Xov. 
27,  1832,  Elizabeth  .\.  (  Betsey)  Jolinson  becoming 
his  wife.  Slie  died  in  Meriden,  and  was  buried  also 
in  East  cemetery.  The  three  children  of  this  union 
were:  Elizabeth  A.  (deceased)  who  was  the  wife 
of  James  Hinsdale;  Rebecca  Maria,  who  died 
young;  and  Aaron  Johnson,  who  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country. 

On  May  8,  1866,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Miss 
Lura  Ward,  of  Middletown.  a  daughter  of  Ezra 
and  Ann  (Shaw)  Ward.  Xo  children  were  born 
to  this  union. 

Mrs.  Pratt  resides  in  Meriden,  where  she  is  well 
known  and  highly  respected,  a  valued  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  prominent  in  char- 
itable and  benevolent  work,  and  a  refining  factor  in 
the  city's  social  life. 

LUCIUS  PERKIXS  SPERRY  is  one  of  the 
much  esteemed  and  widely  -known  citizens  of  the 
beautiful  city  of  Xew  Haven,  where  he  has  spent 
many  years  of  his  life,  and  built  up  a  reputation  for 
efficiency  in  his  line  of  work  second  to  none  in  the 
community.  He  comes  from  an  old  Connecticut 
family  who  for  several  generations  have  flourished 
in  the  town  of  Woodbridge. 

Roger  Sperry,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Woodbridge,  and  followed  his  trade  of  cooper.  He 
married  the  estimable  daughter  of  a  neighboring 
farmer  and  reared  two  children.  Burton  and  Mar- 
vin, the  former  of  whom  was  the  father  of  our 
subject,  the  latter  was.  until  his  decease,  a  well- 
known  shoemaker  of  Bethany. 

Burton  Sperry,  the  father  of  subject,  was  born 
in  the  family  homestead  in  Woodbridge,  March  26, 
1804,  and  after  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
went  to  Bethany,  where  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  shoemaker  and  also  the  tanning  business,  the 
two  lines  being  often  associated  in  those  days.  In 
Bethany  he  married  Elizabeth  Perkins,  daughter  of 
tanner  Archibald  Abner  Perkins,  who  was  a  son  of 
Archibald  Perkins,  a  hotel  keeper  of  the  village,  his 
death  occurring  in  1890.  and  that  of  his  wife  on 
May  30,  1881.  Mr.  Sperry  became  a  very  promin- 
ent man  in  his  locality,  and  represented  his  district 
in  the  Legislature  in  1843,  being  sent  there  by  the 
Democratic  party,  of  which  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber. In  his  religious  faith,  he  was  of  Universalist 
belief,  and  was  one  of  the  most  worthy  of  men. 
To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  four  chil- 
dren :  Lucius  Perkins ;  Elizabeth :  Sarah,  who 
married  Burr  Ja\  Davis,  of  Owego,  X.  Y. ;  and 
Charles,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  two  years. 
Lucius  Perkins  Sperry  was  born  in  W'oodbridge, 
Conn.,  Dec.  18.  1827.  and  grew  up  in  Bethany, 
where  he  attended  school,  coming  to  X'ew  Haven 
in  the  soring  of  1845.  As  soon  as  located  in  this 
citv,  Mr.  Sperrv  learned  the  mason  building  trade 
and  has  alwa\s  found  pientv  to  do  in  his  line,  grad- 
uallv  receiving  larger  and  more  important  contracts 
as  lie  became  'better  known,  and  the  public  found 
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that  his  work  was  such  as  stood  the  test  of  time. 
In  November,  1854,  .Mr.  Sperry  went  to  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  and  engaged  in  business  for  a  year.  In 
the  winter  of  1855-56  he  returned  to  Connecticut, 
and  in  the  spring  located  in  Florence,  Xeb.,  where 
he  built  his  first  home,  his  wife  joining  him  there 
in  the  fall.  Alter  some  four  years  residence  there, 
he  moved  to  Denver,  later  to  Central  City,  where 
for  six  years  he  was  interested  in  mining.  On  Jan. 
I.  1867,  he  returned  to  Xew  Haven,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  engaged  in  mason  building 
with  Lyman  11.  Hunnell  for  about  twenty-five  years, 
then  for  a  short  time  was  alone,  and  later  his  son, 
Lucius  B.,  was  associated  with  him.  Mr.  Sperry  is 
now  gradually  retiring  from  the  cares  of  business. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  on  Jan.  29, 
1856,  to  Emily  Chatfield,  who  was  born  in  Oxford, 
a  daughter  of  Enos  and  Roxy  Sperry  Chatfield,  also 
.  of  Oxford,  and  four  children  were  born  to  this  un- 
ion:  (i)  Delia  F.  is  deceased.  (2)  Frederick  A., 
engaged  in  the  agricultural  advertising  business, 
resides  in  Oak  Park,  111. ;  he  married  first  Fanny 
Draper,  who  died  leaving  two  children — Donald  and 
Frederick.  He  married,  second,  Grace  Draper,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Jennett  Chatfield.  (3)' Julia. 
(4)  Lucius  B.,  associated  in  business  with  his  father, 
married  Maude  Davis,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  has  two 
children,  Ruth  and  Everett. 

In  his  political  belief  our  subject  favors  the 
Democratic  party  in  national  affairs,  but  in  local 
matters  reserves  the  right  to  be  independent.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  Trumbull  Lodge,  Xo. 
22,  F.  &  A.  M.  In  religious  matters  ^Ir.  Sperry 
and  his  children  are  L'niversalists,  while  Airs. 
Sperry  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

HARLEY  HALL,  grandfather  of  Eugene  A. 
Hall,  of  Meriden,  and  son  of  Comfort  and  Jemima 
(Bacon)  Hall,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  March  21,  1799.  and  died  in  Middlefield, 
Conn.,  April  24,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  On  June  8,  1828.  he  married  Martha  Cone 
Hall,  who  was  born  in  East  Haddam.  April  3,  1805, 
and  died  in  Meriden  April  20,  1880.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Hall  (direct  descendant  of 
John  Hall,  of  Boston,  1633,  and  Hartford,  1635, 
and  original  proprietor  of  Middletown,  1650")  and 
Martha  Cone,  a  daughter  of  Sylvanus  Cone,  of  East 
Haddam,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Daniel  Cone,  original  proprietor  of 
Haddam,  1662.  To  Harley  and  Martha  Cone 
(Hall)  Hall  were  born  :  (  i  1  Sophia  Fidelia,  April  6, 
1829,  is  the  wife  of  Juilge  Levi  E.  Coe,  president 
of  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank  and  Meriden  Xational 
Bank.  (2)  Xorman  Cone,  Dec.  31,  1832,  married 
Nov.  13,  1853,  Harriet  Elizabeth  Redfield,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Roswell  and  Harriet  (Stone)  Redfield.  and 
died  Feb.  24,  1892,  at  Meriden.  (3)  Betsey  Xew- 
ton,  Oct.  18,  1836,  married  Xov.  17,  1853,  Leman 
W.  Cook  and  died  April  9,  1895,  ai  Xew  Haven. 


(4)  Rufus,  born  at  Middlefield  Oct.  3,  1839,  was 
the  youngest  of  the  familv. 

Rufus  Hall  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  Leaving  home 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  in  Portland,  Middlefield  and  Wallingford. 
In  i860  he  moved  to  Meriden,  and  the  next  year 
vmit  into  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother, 
Norman  C.  Hall,  under  the  firm  name  of  Xorman 
C.  Hall  &  Co.  In  1870  he  sold  out  his  interest  to 
his  brother  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles 
Grether  in  the  market  business  under  the  name  of 
Grether  &  Hall;  later  buving  out  Mr.  Grether  he 
continued  the  business  for  several  years,  but  finally 
sold  out  to  his  former  partner  and'  returned  to  the 
grocery  trade  with  his  brother.  In  1884  he  again 
engaged  in  the  meat  business,  continuing  his  market 
until  his  death  from  pneumonia  at  Meriden,  Feb.  3, 
1901.  His  remains  rest  in  Indian  Flill  Cemeterv, 
Middletown. 

On  April  25,  1859,  Rufus  Hall  wedded  Esther 
Asenath  Grover,  of  Middletown.  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  two  children :  Effie  Maria,  born 
March  13,  i860,  died  March  i,  1862;  and  Eugene 
Ashley,  born  Aug.  7,  1865.  Esther  Asenath  (Gro- 
ver) Hall  was  born  at  Middletown.  Conn.,  Jan.  2, 
1837,  and  died  in  ]\Ieriden  Dec.  18,  1891,  and  is 
buried  in  Indian  Hill  Cemetery,  at  Middletown.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Arden  and  Sarah  Maria  (Clark) 
Grover,  the  former  a  son  of  Oliver  and  Asenath 
(Eaton)  Grover,  and  a  grandson  of  John  and  Abi- 
gail (Flint)  Grover,  and  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Clark,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Asenath 
(Eaton)  Grover  was  a  descendant  of  William 
Eaton,  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  1642 ;  and  Abigail 
(Flint)  Grover  traced  her  line  to  Thomas  Flin', 
Salem,  Mass.,  1650. 

EuGEXE  Ashley  H.all,  son  of  Rufus  and  Esther 
Asenath  (Grover)  Hall,  was  born  Aug.  7,  1865.  in 
Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Meriden  Savings 
Bank  in  1883  and  remained  until  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  when  he  resigned  the  position  of  tel- 
ler to  devote  his  whole  attention  to  the  business  es- 
tablished by  his  father.  He  is  a  trustee  and  direc- 
tor of  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank ;  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Connecticut  School  for 
Boys,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  said  board 
since  1897 ;  treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  State  Ag- 
ricultural Society ;  treasurer  of  the  Meriden  Agri- 
cultural Society ;  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Meriden ; 
past  master  and  present  treasurer  of  Meridian 
Lodge,  Xo.  ~j,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  past  high  priest  of 
Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27,  R.  A.  ^1. ;  past  T.  I.  mas- 
ter Hamilton  Council.  Xo.  22,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  eminent 
commander  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  X'o.  9,. 
Knights  Templar ;  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason 
and  a  member  of  Pyramid  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Bridgeport. 

On  Dec.  15,  1897,  Eugene  Ashley  Hall  wedded 
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Edna  Adele  Mix,  daughter  of  ex-Senator  John  Wal- 
ter Mix,  of  Yalesville,  and  his  wife,  Kate  Urana 
Wallace.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  come 
two  children  :  Fanny,  born  Nov.  15,  1898  ;  and  Edna, 
born  Feb.  3,  1900.  Ex-Senator  John  Walter  Mix, 
present  collector  of  the  port  of  Xew  Haven,  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Mix,  of  New  Haven, 
1C43,  ^n<^  ^  ^^^  <^f  Joh"  ^nd  Eliza  (Merriman) 
Mix,  of  whoni  the  latter  is  a  daughter  of  Albert 
Merriman,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Kate  Urana 
(Wallace)  Mix  is  a  daughter  of  Franklin  and 
Fanny  (Hall)  Wallace,  of  Cheshire,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Lyman  and  Milla  Hall,  both  direct  de- 
scendants of  John  Hall,  of  Wallingford.  Benjamin 
Hall,  father  of  Lyman,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olution. 

SAXTON  BAILEY  LITTLE,  of  Meriden,  is  of 
the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from  Thomas 
Little,  who  came  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  from  Devon- 
shire, England,  in  1630.  In  1633  he  married  Ann 
Warren,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Warren,  who  came 
over  in  the  "Alayflower,"  followed,  in  1623,  by  his 
wife  and  five  children,  who  crossed  in  the  "Fort- 
tune."  In  1650  Thomas  Little  purchased  1,000  acres 
of  land  in  East  Marshfield,  and  built  a  house  still 
occupied  by  his  descendants.  By  profession  he  was 
a  lawyer,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1671.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Thomas,  Samuel,  Ephraim,  Isaac, 
Ruth,  Mercy  and  Patience.  Thomas  Little,  the  emi- 
grant, possessed  a  coat  of  arms. 

(II)  Ephraim  Little,  third  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  in  1650,  and  died  in  1717,  aged  sixty-seven 
years.  He  married  Mary  Sturtevant  in  1671,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows :  Ephraim,  Ruth, 
David,  John,  Ann  and  Mary. 

(III)  John  Little,  Esq.,  son  of  Ephraim,  was 
born  in  1681,  and  died  in  1767,  aged  eighty-six 
years.  He  was  a  magistrate,  and  extensive  land 
holder  and  owned  several  negro  slaves.  His  wife 
was  Constant  Forbes,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  His 
will  distributes  his  property  among  his  children  as 
follows:  To  John,  a  farm  in  the  north  part  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  now  called  Columbia;  to  William. 
a  farm  in  the  south  jjart  of  Lebanon ;  to  Ephraim. 
Thomas  and  Lemuell,  each  a  farm  in  East 
Marshfield ;  to  Forbes,  a  farm  in  Little  Compton, 
R.  I.,  to  each  of  his  daughters,  Ann  White  and 
Ruth  Oakman,  he  gave  with  other  personal  proper- 
ty, a  negro  woman. 

(IV)  John  Little,  son  of  John,  Esq..^was  born 
in  1714,  and  died  in  1798,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
In  1740  he  married  Mary  Simpson,  who  died  Feb. 
22,  1810.  Their  tombstones  are  near  the  entrance 
of  the  old  cemetery  in  Columbia.  It  was  in  1740 
or  1741  that  John  Little  moved  to  Columbia,  and 
there  his  children  were  born  between  1741  and  1763. 
They  were  as  follows :  Gamalial.  Otis.  Consider, 
Mary,  John,  Elizabeth,  Priscilla,  Faith,  Charles  and 
Elvira. 

(V)  Consider  Little,  son  of  John  and  grandfather 


of  Saxton  B.  Little,  was  born  in  1746,  and  died  Aug. 
3,  1831,  aged  eighty-five  years.  He  married  Re- 
becca Buckingham,  who  was  born  May,  1751,  and 
died  Oct.  25,  1825.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows:    Samuel,  bom  Aug.  18,  1774,  died  Sept.  22, 

1853,  aged  seventy-nine;  Mary,  born  Feb.  7,  1776, 
died  Aug.  12,  1853,  aged  seventy-seven ;  Sarah,  bom 
Dec.  29,  1777,  died  July  23,  1853,  aged  seventy-six; 
Rebecca,  born  June  17,  1779,  married  Eleazer 
Dewey;  Fanny,  born  March  2,  1781,  died  Sept.  12, 
1794.  aged  thirteen;  Levi,  born  Dec.   i,  1783.  died 

1854,  aged  seventy-one;  George,  born  ^Iarch  26, 
1788,  died  April  5,  1864.  aged  seventy-six;  Lydia, 
born  March  26,  1797,  died  June  20,  1797,  aged  three 
months. 

VI)  Samuel  Little,  son  of  Consider,  born  Aug. 
18,  1774,  learned  the  hitter's  trade.  When  he  at- 
tained his  majority,  his  whole  property  consisted  of 
a  colt,  which  he  sold  for  $30.  By  industry  and 
economy,  he  sent  two  of  his  five  sons  to  Yale,  and 
divided  among  them  a  farm  of  350  acres.  He  mar- 
ried first  in  1801,  Levina  Richardson,  and  their 
three  children  were:  Levina,  born  May  ir,  1802, 
died  May  24,  1807,  aged  five  years;  Samuel,  born 
March  6,  1804,  died  Feb.  8,  1876,  aged  seventy-two; 
and  Anson,  born  June  20,  1806,  died  Sept.  15',  1895, 
aged  eighty-nine.  On  June  2^,,  1808,  Samuel  Little 
married  for  his  second  wife,  Jerusha  Bailey,  daugh- 
ter of  Saxton  and  Lois  (Hunt)  Bailey.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  four  children :  Emily,  born 
April  27,  1809,  died  June  14,  1830,  aged  twenty-one; 
Saxton  Bailey,  bom  April  19,  1813;  William  Buck- 
ingham, born  June  6,  1815,  died  Dec.  16,  1897,  aged 
eighty-two;  and  Charles,  born  Sept.  26,  1818,  died 
in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Aug.  19.  1892,  aged  seventy-four. 
(VII)  Samuel  Little,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  Little, 
and  Levina  Richardson,  born  March  6,  1804.  mar- 
ried, first,  Amy  Pinneo,  Dec.  29,  1829;  she  died  Dec. 
20,  1831.  He  married  second  Clarissa  Pinneo,  May, 
1840,  who  died  Jan.  7.  1863.  He  died  Feb.  8,  1876, 
aged  seventy-two.  His  children  were :  James  Pin- 
neo, born  ^Ia^ch  2,  1831,  died  Oct.  12,  1833;  Emily 
Jerusha,  born  Aug.  28,  1842,  died  March  4.  1893. 
(VII)  Anson  Little,  son  of  Samuel  Little  and 
Levina  Richardson,  born  in  Columbia.  June  20.  1806. 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1827.  He  studied  law.  and 
was  clerk  of  the  District  Court  in  New  York.  In 
1833  he  married  Lucy  .^nn  Wells,  and  he  died  in 
Helbron,  Conn.,  Sept.  15,  1895,  aged  eighty-nine; 
she  died  in  Hebron  June  5,  1882,  aged  seventv-five. 
Of  their  children  lohn  was  bom  Mav  12,  1839:  and 
George  Anson,  born  April  2,  1845,  died  Feb.  2, 
1862.  aged  seventeen  years. 

(VII)  William  Buckingham  Little,  son  of  Sam- 
uel, born  June  6.  1815,  married  May  19.  1841.  Har- 
riet Palmer,  who  was  born  Feb.  i.  18 19.  Tlieir 
children  were:  (i)  Myron  Winslow.  born  Oct. 
II,  1842,  married  Emily  A.  Wright,  daughter  of 
George  ^^'right.  Nov.  13.  1869.  and  their  children 
were:  Louis,  born  April  29.  1873;  Grace,  bom 
May  28,   1874,  married    Tressilian    Tucker;  Cora 
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Palmer,  born  Oct.  i,  1876.  married  Henry  Hutch- 
ins,  May  14,  1901  ;  and  William  E.,  born  Oct.  22, 
1879.  (2)  Elliott  Palmer,  born  July  3,  1844,  died 
June  3,  1855.  (3)  Hubert,  born  Nov.  14,  1848, 
married  first  Alice  Brown,  of  Columbia,  Nov.  14, 
1871 ;  she  died  May  20.  1877;  and  Sept.  19,  1878, 
he  married  Martha  E.  AMlliams,  of  Meriden,  who 
was  born  Jan.  24,  1856.  His  children  were:  Flora 
Edith,  born  Nov.  18,  1872,  in  Meriden,  died  Jan.  14, 
1875 ;  Clayton  Everett,  born  Dec.  19,  1874,  died 
March  2j,  1875  !  Clinton  Egbert,  born  May  8,  1877  ; 
Edna  May,  born  June  28,  1879,  died  April  9,  1S83 ; 
Thomas  Saxton,  born  Xov.  27,  18S2,  died  May  12, 
1883:  Harold  Saxton,  born  July  7,  1884:  and  Bur- 
ton Elbert,  born  May  4,  1890,  died  Oct.  30,  1891. 
(4)  Alonzo,  born  April  17,  1851.  married  Harriet 
Isham ;  they  have  no  childrai.  (5)  Elbert  Cornel- 
ius, born  Oct.  24.  1853,  married  first  Annie  Dewey, 
who  died  in  Norwich.  Conn.,  Dec.  6,  1881,  of  con- 
sumption ;  and  second  Luella  Hale ;  their  child.  Lyn- 
den,  was  born  March  9,  1894.  (6)  Prescott  Palmer, 
born  in  Columbia,  Sept.  15,  1856,  married  Eliza 
Ford  Clark  July  12.  1882.  She  was  born  in  1861, 
and  died  Jan.  4,  1895.  Their  children:  Herman 
Clark,  born  July  15,  1884;  Joseph  Prescott,  born 
Feb.  13,  18S6;  and  Edith  Lucy,  born  May  5,  1891. 
(7)  Payson  Elliott,  born  Aug.  31,  1859,  married 
Emma  Bascom.  of  Columbia,  Sept.  24,  1882,  and 
their  one  son,  Homer,  was  born  Aug.  3,  1884.  (8) 
Anna  Maria,  born  Juile  23,  1846,  died  Oct.  25,  1855, 
nine  years. 

(VH)  Charles  Little,  son  of  Samuel  and  Jerusha 
Bailey  Little,  born  Sept.  26,  18 18,  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1844.  He  studied  theology  at  Au- 
burn, N.  Y.,  and  at  New  Haven,  and  was  ordained 
in  Columbia  in  1847.  He  married  first  in  1847, 
Amelia  Newton,  and  sailed  for  India  the  same  year. 
Landing  at  Madras,  they  rode  in  a  palanquin,  180 
miles  to  Madura,  where  his  wife  died  in  1848,  aged 
twenty-five  years.  He  returned  to  America  in  1852 
and  married  Susan  Robins  in  1S53.  They  started 
for  Madura  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  but  her  health 
failed  and  they  returned,  reaching  New  York,  Feb. 
4,  i860.  In  1868  he  became  Pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  No  rail- 
road had  reached  Lii.coln  at  that  time,  and  the  lum- 
ber to  build  his  house  was  carted  fifty  miles.  The 
failure  of  his  health  caused  him  to  give  up  preach- 
ing, September,  1888.  He  died  at  his  son's  home 
in  Lincoln,  Aug.  19,  1892.  He  was  a  bright,  pure- 
minded  boy,  and  a  noble.  Christian  man.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel  Robbins,  born  in  Madura,  In- 
dia, Sept.  21,  1835.  now  deceased;  Amelia  Newton, 
born  in  India,  March  21,  1857,  died  Dec.  10,  1857; 
Charles  Newton,  born  in  India  May  14,  1858.  is  a 
fine  scholar  and  has  been  professor  in  the  State  L"ni- 
versity  in  Minneapolis,  and  in  Leland  Stanford  L'ni- 
versity,  California :  Elizabeth,  born  in  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  Jan.  12,  1863,  married  Mr.  Adamson,  has 
two  children,  and  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

(VII)    Saxton    Bailey    Little,    son   of   Samuel 


Little  and  Jersuha  Bailey,  was  born  in  Columbia, 
Conn.,  April  19,  1813,  and  on  Aug.  21,  1836,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Maria  Tracy,  who  was  born  Oct.  13, 
1813,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Sarah  (Loomis) 
Tracy.  She  died  Dec.  31,  1844,  aged  thirty-one 
years,  having  been  a  good  wife,  a  faithful  mother 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Her  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Col- 
umbia. The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as  fol- 
lows :  ( I )  Charles  L.,  born  July  16,  1839,  '"  Col- 
umbia, Conn.,  was  married  April  23,  1862.  to  Gene- 
vieve M.  Stiles,  of  Sufifield,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
had  six  children :  Sarah  ^laria,  born  March  3, 
1863,  married  Robert  Hubbard,  June  24,  1896,  and 
has  one  child,  Genevieve ;  Frank  Allen,  born  Aug. 

30,  1864,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Scientific  school 
and  died-  Dec.  26,  1895  ;  Arthur  Edgerton,  who  re- 
sides in  Los  Angeles,  Cal..  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Saxton  Bailey  and  Mildred :  Edward  Baxter, 
born  Oct.  26,  1867;  Isabelle  Annette,  born  March 
13,  1869,  was  married  Jan.  17,  1893.  to  Fred  Brown, 
of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  has  two  children,  Dorcas 
and  Kathleen ;  and  Clara  Elvira,  born  March  19, 
1878.  (2)  Frank  Eugene  Little,  born  April  28, 
1844.  was  married  Jan.  28,  1868,  to  Jennie  Coan, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Myra,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Mabel  Jennie,  born 
Oct.  2,  1870,  married  George  Baldwin,  of  Laurel, 
Md.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Elsie:  Lena 
Coan,  born  Oct.  9,  1876;  Charles  Eugene,  born  July 

31,  1878,  was  in  the  Spanish- American  war;  and 
Ernest  Butler,  born  Jan.  30,  1880.  Frank  Eugene 
Little  served  four  years  in  the  L'nion  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  first  in  the  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  later 
in  the  107th  regiment  of  Colored  Troops,  in  which 
he  held  the  rank  of  Major. 

Saxton  Bailey  Little  received  his  preliminary  in- 
struction in  the  public  schools  and  completed  his 
studies  in  Tolland,  East  Hartford,  and  Bacon  Acad- 
emies. When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  teach- 
ing school.  The  first  fifteen  winters  he  '"boarded 
round,"  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  One  year 
he  taught  in  Bacon  Academy,  two  years  and  a  half 
in  Willimantic,  three  years  in  Greenville,  Norwich, 
Conn.  In  1850  he  went  to  Rockville,  Conn.,  where 
he  taught  four  years,  and  where  he  ended  his  ser- 
vices in  the  public  schools.  In  ^larch,  1854.  he  was 
appointed  assistant  superintendent  and  teacher  in 
the  Connecticut  Reform  School,  and  upon  the  death 
of  the  lamented  Dr.  E.  W.  Hatch,  Feb.  7,  1874,  was 
made  acting  superintendent.  After  a  continuous 
service  of  twenty-one  years  with  the  institution,  he 
severed  his  connection  with  it  July  31,  1895.  The 
trustees  in  their  report  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
1874  thus  fittingly  referred  to  Mr.  Little:  "We 
should  fail  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  signify  to  you 
our  high  appreciation  of  the  well-applied  and  faith- 
ful services  of  this  officer ;  and  to  testify  that  his 
labors  in  the  position  of  superintendent  and  teacher 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  the 
school." 
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As  might  be  inferred  of  one  so  long  associated 
with  the  educational  interests  of  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Little  is  a  lover  of  books  and  has  taken  great  interest 
in  placing  them  within  the  reach  of  others.  He  has 
been  an  efficient  helper  in  establishing  a  free  public 
library  in  Columbia,  his  old  home,  and  to  it  he  has 
given  $i>300  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of 
which  only  is  to  be  used  in  purchasing  l)ooks  and 
in  keeping  the  building  in  repairs.  Mr.  Little  has 
also  given  to  the  library  a  thousand  volumes.  He 
is  an  esteemed  and  highly-valued  and  much  re- 
spected citizen  of  Meriden,  having  in  many  ways 
outside  of  the  school  room  been  useful  to  the  city. 
His  religious  connections  have  been  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  in  Merirten  he  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Church. 

]\Ir.  Little  has  filled  most  efficiently  a  number 
of  public  offices  in  the  town,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Meriden,  served  on  the 
high  school  committee,  a  trustee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  has  been  for  many  years  on  the  school  district 
committee,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion since  school  aistricts  have  been  abolished. 
Since  retiring  from  the  school,  he  has  made  a  tour 
of  Europe,  going  as  far  as  Xaples  and  Pompeii. 
In  this  country  he  has-  travelled  extensively,  and 
has  also  made  himself  familiar  with  various  parts  of 
Canada  by  personal  observation.  The  large  cities 
in  forty  states  have  been  visited  by  him,  including 
Florida,  southern  California,  the  Yosemite,  New 
Orleans  E.xposition,  the  Yellowstone  Park,  Luray 
and  Mammoth  Caves,  and  other  points  and  places  of 
interest.  The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Little  are 
with  the  Republican  party.  In  his  personal  habits 
he  has  been  extremely  regular,  and  has  never  used 
alcoholic  drinks  or  tobacco. 

JULIUS  ELISHA  MERRIMAX,  who  now 
lives  retired  from  business  activity,  in  his  comfort- 
able home  on  Crown  street.  Meriden,  Conn.,  was 
born  in  this  town  Oct.  10.  1820,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Wallingford,  New 
•Haven  county. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Merriman  was  the  first  of  the 
name  found  in  America.  He  was  born  in  England 
in  1614,  was  in  New  Haven  county  as  early  as 
1639,  and  a  signer  of  the  Plantation  Covenant  in 
that  year,  and  later  he  became  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Wallingford.  in  1670.  Capt.  Merriman 
was  sergeant  of  the  train  band,  in  New  Haven,  and 
lieutenant  of  it  in  Wallingford,  becoming  captain 
of  the  troop  of  dragoons  raised  in  New  Haven 
county.  Several  times  he  was  a  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  his  death  occurred  Feb.  13,  1694,  in 
Wallingford. 

Elisha  Merriman,  the  grandfather  of  Julius  E., 
of  Meriden.  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Walling- 
ford, was  twice  married,  and  made  his  home  in  Mer- 
iden, where  he  died. 

Orrin  Merriman,  son  of  Elisha,  was  born  in 
Meriden,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 


maker. While  still  a  young  man,  he  moved  to 
Southington  and  there  engaged  in  the  making  of 
shoe  and  boot  lasts,  and  there  he  died,  while  still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  in  1824.  Mr.  Merriman  per- 
formed a  soldier's  duty  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  a  man  esteemed  by  all.  He  was 
married  in  Southington,  to  Susannah  Johnson,  who 
was  a  native  of  Southington,  but  who  died  in  the 
home  of  her  son,  Julius  E.,  in  Meriden,  where  her 
declining  years  were  made  comfortable.  Her  re- 
mains rest  in  West  cemetery.  Her  children  were: 
Julius  E. ;  and  Caroline,  who  is  the  widow  of  R.  S. 
Dowd.  and  now  makes  her  home  in  Meriden. 

Julius  Elisha  Merriman  was  but  four  years  of 
age  when  death  robbed -him  of  a  father's  protection. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools, 
but  his  schooling  was  shortened  in  order  that  he 
might  become  a  wage  earner,  his  mother  having  but 
small  means.  When  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  he 
started  to  work  with  Issabell,  Curtis  &  Co.,  later 
going  to  New  Britain,  where  for  a  considerable 
period,  he  was  employed  in  the  brass  works.  Then 
he  went  to  Hamden,  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  work 
for  James  Ives,  at  harness  and  carriage  trimmings, 
remaining  in  this  position  alxjut  four  years.  Mr. 
Merriman  then  came  to  Meriden  and  found  employ- 
ment with  Julius  Pratt  &  Co.,  in  the  manufacture 
of  combs,  remaining  with  this  firm  for  fifteen  years, 
during  seven  of  these  serving  as  superintendent  of 
the  factory,  which  was  latterly  devoted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  ivory  piano  keys.  After  leaving  the  em- 
ploy of  Julius  Pratt  &  Co.,  Mr.  Merriman  then  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  Foster,  Merriam  &  Co.,  and 
spent  the  succeeding  fifteen  years  with  this  company, 
in  the  furniture  casting  department,  where  he  was  a 
contractor  and  later  superintendent. 

In  1881,  after  such  an  active  life  for  so  many 
years,  Mr.  Merriman  decided  to  retire  from  such 
exacting  work,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  has 
i  been  principally  engaged  in  looking  after  his  prop- 
erty interests.  Like  other  men  of  substance  he  had 
invested  in  real  estate  with  advantage,  and  is  the 
owner  of  valuable  propert}'.  One  of  his  possessions 
is  a  brick  block,  on  Perkins  street,  which  he  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  iVlr.  Merriman  looks  well  af- 
ter his  property  himself,  is  still  vigorous  and  hearty 
and  quite  capable  of  physical  exertion.  When  in 
his  eighty-second  year,  he  noticed  that  one  of  the 
three-story  buildings  needed  repainting,  and  with 
surprising  agility  and  capacity  he  remedied  this 
matter  himself.  This,  however,  is  nothing  un- 
usual, as  he  is  in  the  habit  of  painting  his  roof 
once  in  two  years,  as  well  as  the  interior  of  h'-. 
home. 

On  Feb.  24,  1845,  ^^^-  Merriman  was  married 
in  Southington.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Minerva  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  that  town,  a  daughter  of  Allen  and 
Svlvia  (Barnes)  Clark.  To  this  union  four  chil- 
dren were  born:  Alice  C.  who  died  young;  Har- 
riet (Hattie)  Lee,  who  married  Edward  F.  Pierce, 
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and  has  four  children,  namely :  Charles  (deceased), 
Lloyd  (deceased),  Allen  Clark  and  Emeline  Daisy; 
George  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
and  Kufus  C,  who  married  Alice  Castelow,  and  is  a 
butter  and  egg  dealer  on  Colony  street,  in  .Meriden. 
Mrs.  JMerriman  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
and  most  highly  respected  families  of  Southington, 
more  extended  mention  of  whom  is  found  in  an- 
other part  of  this  history.  She  is  a  lady  of  retiring 
and  gentle  disposition,  whose  peaceful  contentment 
is  written  upon  her  face,  and  whose  Christian  char- 
acter e.xerts  its  uplifting  influence  in  the  community. 
Her  beautiful  life  of  devotion  to  husband  and  chil- 
dren is  known  to  them,  and  she  is  most  tenderly 
beloved  by  every  one. 

In  his  early  political  life,  Mr.  Merriman  was  a 
Whig,  but  for  many  years  has  been  an  active  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  although  never  will- 
ing to  accept  any  office  in  its  gift.  For  a  long  per- 
iod he  has  been  connected  with  the  Masonic  fratern- 
ity, and  is  a  member  of  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  yy, 
of  Meriden.  From  early  boyhood  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  one 
of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  Mr.  Merriman  be- 
gan his  career  as  a  poor  boy,  but  with  determination 
and  perseverance  he  overcame  all  obstacles.  For 
many  years  his  capacity  for  work  was  enormous, 
and  as  time  went  on  he  accumulated  means,  through 
legitimate  channels.  One  feature  which  Mr.  2^Ierri- 
man  considers  of  consequence  in  his  career,  was  his 
stand  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  never  in  his  life 
having  taken  a  drop  of  liquor  over  a  bar,  the  result 
being  a  surprisingly  robust  condition  of  physical 
health  and  a  clear  brain. 

Clark.  Lemuel  Clark  was  born  at  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  in  1748,  and  was  married  in  Southing- 
ton,  Conn.,  on  Oct.  14,  1772,  to  Asenath  Carter, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Mary  (Coach) 
Carter  and  lived  in  that  part  of  Southington,  now 
called  Plantsville,  where  he  died  on  Jan.  14,  1786. 
His  widow,  Asenath,  married,  March  20,  1808,  Dr. 
Theodore  Wadsworth,  and  died  April  8,  1841,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Lemuel  Clark's  chil- 
dren were:  Phebe,  born  Dec.  11,  1773;  Allen,  Xov. 
26,  1774;  Solomon,  Sept.  6,  1781;  Polly,  Oct.  16, 
1783,  and  Lemuel,  Feb.  10,  1786. 

Allen  Clark,  son  of  Lemuel,  was  married  on  Jan. 
19,  1803,  to  Sylvia  Barnes,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Phebe  (Langdon)  Barnes,  who  was  bom  June 
25,  1782,  in  Southington.  Allen  Clark  was  a 
clothier  by  trade  and  occupation,  and  a  resident  of 
Plantsville.  His  death  occurred  on  June  30.  1861, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  died 
Jan.  12,  1857.  Their  children  were:  Sophia,  born 
Dec.  I,  1803,  died  Sept.  9,  1805 ;  Salmon  F.,  born 
Jan.  14,  1805;  Henry  A.,  born  Aug.  26.  1806.  mar- 
ried Sarah  Curtis,  Nov.  14,  1832;  Sophia  (2),  born 
Oct.  6,  1808,  died  April  10,  1840;  George  R.,  born 
Dec.  30,  1810.  died  June  19.  1834;  Polly,  born  Feb. 
II,  1813,  died  Xov.  2,  1816;  Phebe,  born  Jan.  12, 
i8iS,  died  Xov.  18,  1816;  Polly  A.,  born  Feb.  9, 
1817;  Phebe  A.,  born  April  12,  1819,  married  Levi 


P.  X'^orton,  and  died  April  30,  1868;  Lemuel,  born 
March  i,  1821,  married  Mrs.  Eunice  R.  Adams, 
May  16,  i860;  and  Minerva,  born  Feb.  16,  1823, 
married  Julius  E.  Merriman  Xov.  24,  1845. 

(Stephen  Barnes,  says  tradition,  was  of  the 
Branford  family  who  came  thither  from  Long  Isl- 
and, settled  in  Southington,  with  his  wife,  Mary, 
was  the  progenitor  of  many  of  the  name  there,  j 

MICHAEL  SEIP,  superintendent  for  Manning, 
Bowman  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  Meriden,  is  a 
well-known  and  highly  respected  resident  of  that 
city,  and  has  held  his  present  responsible  position 
for  the  past  twenty-two  years.  His  birth  occurred 
Jan.  II,  1835,  in  Easton,  Pa.,  and  he  belongs  to  one 
of  the  old  families  of  that  State,  of  German  descent. 
The  family  name  was  originally  spelled  Seib.  and 
the  family  history  is  traced  back  to  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  to  Jacob  Seib,  a  native  of 
Bucks  county.  Pa.,  who  was  born  and  reared  on  a 
farm.  During  early  manhood  he  removed  to  Easton, 
Pa.,  located  on  a  farm,  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  cemetery  at  Easton.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

(II)  Michael  Seip,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  on 
the  farm  in  Easton  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  followed 
all  his  life,  becoming  one  of  the  nest  blacksmiths  and 
horseshoers  in  that  section.  His  death  occurred  in 
Easton  when  he  was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  and 
he  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  there.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Jefiersonian  Democrat ;  in  religious  matters 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  During 
the  war  of  1812  he  was  in  the  campaign  at  Xew 
Orleans  under  Gen.  Jackson,  and  in  both  civil  and 
military  affairs  was  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected. Michael  Seip  was  married  in  Easton  to 
Catharine  Kreidler,  who  was  a  native  of  that  city, 
although  of  German  descent.  Her  parents  were 
large  land  owners  and  farmers  of  that  locality,  and 
very  prominent  people.  Mrs.  Seip  died  in  Easton, 
and  was  there  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 
Like  him  she  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Their -children  were  as  follows:  Ed- 
ward, the  father  of  Michael  and  Henry  W. :  Aaron, 
a  blacksmith,  who  died  in  Easton ;  Henry  S..  who 
was  a  coach  maker  and  blacksmith  in  Easton ; 
Tilghman,  a  blacksmith  at  Allentown,  Pa.,  who  died 
in  Easton ;  Reuben,  a  blacksmith  at  Bath,  Pa.,  where 
he  died ;  Amos,  who  was  first  a  coach  maker,  but 
later  studied  medicine,  and  is  now  a  physician  in 
Easton ;  and  Catharine,  who  married  George  Heck- 
man,  of  Easton. 

(III)  Edward  Seip  was  born  in  Easton,  Pa.,  in 
1805,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place, 
learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith  under  his  father. 
For  several  vears  he  followed  that  trade,  but  being 
a  man  of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas  he  em- 
barked in  several  ventures,  for  a  time  conducting  a 
liverv  stable,  and  later  a  dairy  business.  The  active 
vears  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Easton  and  neighbor- 
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ing  towns,  and  wlicii  he  retired  from  business  he 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  died  Xov.  21, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  buried  in 
tlie  Knights  of  I'ythias  cemetery,  he  having  been  a 
member  of  that  order,  as  well  as  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Easton,  and  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  also  at  Easton.  In 
religions  matters  he  affiliated  witli  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  held  the  office  of  deacon  in  that  body. 
Politically  he  was  a  Jackson  Democrat,  but  never 
aspired  for  office.  Edward  Seip  married  in  Easton 
Margaret  Hemsing,  daughter  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet (Spinner)  Hemsing,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  composer  and  writer  of  music  and  a  very  fine 
musician.  His  wife  was  a  relative  of  United  States 
Treasurer  Spinner,  who  was  in  office  during  the 
Civil  war.  Mrs.  Seip  died  in  Philadelphia  Dec.  23, 
1879,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  cemetery.  She  was  a  devoted 
wife  and  mother,  a  kind  neighbor  and  good  Chris- 
tian, greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Seip  as  follows: 
Henry  William,  born  j\Iay  12,  1829.  Henrietta,  bom 
Aug.  8,  1833,  is  now  the  widow  of  Jacob  Houk.  of 
Easton.  ^lichael  was  born  Jan.  11,  1835.  Edward, 
born  ^lay  11,  1836,  resides  in  Easton.  Pa.  Wilhel- 
mina,  born  May  11,  1838.  married  Charles  Doch- 
aradt,  of  Easton.  Sarah  Ann,  born  Xov.  19,  1839, 
married  George  Davenport,  a  barber,  of  Easton. 
Richard  Madison  J.,  born  April  17,  1841,  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  paper  supplies  in  Germantown,  Pa. 
Charles  Lewis,  born  Oct.  11,  1842,  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  is  a  physician  of  New  Bedford.  Mass. 
Emma  \L,  born  Jan.  24,  1845.  is  now  the  widow  of 
Edwin  D.  Ulmer,  of  Philadelphia.  Ahce  S.  was 
born  Sept.  30,  1846.  There  were  three  other  daugh- 
ters, but  they  died  young. 

Michael  Seip  attended  the  public  school  of  his 
native  town,  and  there  remained  until  fifteen  years 
of  age.  At  that  time  he  started  out  to  make  his  own 
way  in  life,  and  located  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
obtained  a  position  with  Hall  &  Boardman,  on  Arch 
street,  who  were  engaged  in  the  britannia  business. 
For  about  six  years  he  remained  in  that  position,  re- 
ceiving his  board  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  the 
first  year,  and  board  with  an  advance  of  five  dollars 
each  year  for  the  remaining  years  of  that  period. 
Having  attained  his  majority  and  learned  his  busi- 
ness thoroughly.  Michael  Seip  accepted  a  position 
as  superintendent  with  John  Oliver  Meade  &  Sons, 
silver  platers,  which  he  filled  with  general  satisfac- 
tion for  fourteen  years.  On  Feb.  i,  1868.  he  came 
to  Connecticut  to  accept  a  position  with  Manning, 
Bowman  &  Co..  at  Middletown.  as  foreman.  When 
that  company  removed  the  plant  to  Meriden,  in  July, 
1872,  Mr.  Seip  came  with  them,  and  retained  the 
position  mentioned  until  1880.  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  superintendency  of  the  entire  factory, 
and  since  that  time  has  most  efficiently  discharged 
its  duties.  Being  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  and 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  business  and  the  men 
under  him,  he  has  won  the  respect  and  confidence 


of  all  with  whom  he  is  brought  into  contact,  while 
his  ability  in  his  work  is  unquestioned. 

Michael  Seip  was  married,  Jan.  2,  1856,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, to  Eliza  Jane  Huston,  a  native  of  Quaker- 
town,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Jesse  Huston.  One  child 
came  to  this  union,  Ida  Virginia,  born  in  October, 
1856,  in  Philadelphia,  who  was  educated  in  Meri- 
den, Conn.,  and  given  many  advantages.  She  mar- 
ried Frank  W.  Frisbie,  son  of  Thaddeus  Frisbie,  of 
New  Haven,  and  they  make  their  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Seip,  in  Meriden.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisbie:  Walter  S., 
born  May  11,  1881.  graduated  from  Vale  in  the 
class  of  1901,  and  is  now  a  student  in  the  medical 
department  of  Cornell  University,  X.  Y.  Ethel 
■May  was  born  Aug.  8,  1887.  Marguerite  Huston 
was  born  Feb.  4.  1889.     Mr.  Frisbie  is  a  druggist. 

!  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisbie  are  members  of  All 
Saints'  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  vestry- 
man and  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school.  Mrs. 
Frisbie  has  devoted  much  time  to  music,  having 
studied  under  Mr.  Parsons,  of  Meriden,  and  is  a 
very  accomplished  musician. 

Mr.  Seip  is  a  member  of  Meridian  Lodge,  X'o. 
77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. :  Kevstone  Chapter,  Xo.  27.  R.  A. 
M. ;  Fraternal  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F..  of  Philadelphia, 
of  which  he  is  past  grand :  and  Ashland  Encamp- 
ment. In  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican, 
but  has  never  sought  for  or  desired  office.  Both  he 
and  his   wife  are    devout    members    of    the    First 

I  Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Seip  has  been  one  of 
the  trustees  of  that  body  for  ten  years.  In  their 
pleasant  home  a  genial  hospitality  is  dispensed,  and 
the  family  enjoys  in  the  highest  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  neighbors  and  friends. 


'  DEACON   HEXRY  WILLIAM   SEIP,   fore-    1 
man  of  the  stock  department  of  Manning,  BouTnan    | 
&  Co.,  Meriden,  was  born  in  Easton,  Pa..  Mav  12, 
1829,  son  of  Edward  Seip,  and  brother  of  Michael 
Seip.      His   education   was   obtained   in   the   public     1 
schools,  and  he  was  taught  the  trade  of  blacksmith     i 
by  his  father.    He  worked  at  his  trade  in  his  native     j 
town  until  1856.  at  which  time  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia and  engaged  in  the  britannia  business  in  the     1 
factory  of  John  O.   Meade  &  Sons.     From   1856     1 
until  1875  Mr.  Seip  continued  with  this  one  house, 
with  the  exception  of  six  years  spent  in  doing  con- 
tract work  at  the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works,  and 
gave  universal   satisfaction.     After  having  been  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia  for  nineteen  years  he  re- 
moved to  Meriden  and  entered  the  employ  of  Man- 
ning, Bowman  &  Co.,  working  at  the  drop  press. 
While  thus  engaged  he  met  with  an  accident  which 
resulted  in  the  whole  or  partial  loss  of  the  fingers  on 
his  left  hand.     As  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from 
this  accident  he  was  placed  in  the  stock  department 
as  assistant  to  the  foreman,  and  within  a  short  time 
his  ability  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the  position 
of  foreman,  to  which  he  was  accordingly  promoted 
and  which  he  has   since  retained,   discharging  his 
ninuerous  and  responsible  duties  faithfully  and  with 
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efficiency.  Thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  goods 
pass  through  his  hands  every  year  and  much  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  him,  but  he  has  always  been 
found  capable  of  meeting  every  emergency.  Like 
his  brother,  Michael  Seip,  he  is  genial  and  has  many 
friends,  not  only  among  his  business  associates,  but 
in  social  circles. 

Deacon  Seip  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Eliza  Houk,  a  native  of  North- 
ampton county,  Pa.     They  were  married  in  Easton, 
Pa.     Two  children  came  to  them,  of  whom  Mary, 
the  eldest,   died  young.     Emma   Miller  resides   in 
Philadelphia.     Mrs.  Seip  died  in  Philadelphia.     On 
May  10,  1868,  Mr.  Seip  married  Maria  Adams,  who 
was  born  in  Burlington,  N.  J.,  one  of  the  eight  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Hawkins)  Adams,  of 
Burlington,  X.  J.     Xo  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage.    Mrs.  Seip  is  a  charming  lady,  highly  ed- 
ucated, cultured  and  devoted  to  her  home.    She  is  a 
most  excellent  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  whose  work  she  takes  an 
active  part,  being  a  member  of  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Society ;  president  of  the  Guardian  Society ; 
and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and   Missionary 
Societies  of  Meriden.     Mr.  Seip  is  deacon  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  having  been  elected 
to  that  office  in  1884,  and  retained  it  with  honor 
and  dignity  ever  since.    For  many  years  he  has  been 
an  earnest  member  of  and  worker  in  the  church,  be- 
longing to  the  Christian  Endeavor  and  other  church 
societies ;  and  is  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.   He 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  denomination.   Both 
he  and  his  wife  occupy  a  very  high  place  in  the  es- 
teem and  affection  of  their  fellow  workers  in  the 
church,  where  their  many  excellent  qualities.  Chris- 
tian characters  and  benevolence  are  recognized  and 
thoroughly  appreciated.    Mr.  Seip  always  gives  his 
support  to  the  candidates  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  political  matters, 
his  business  and  church  duties  claiming  much  of  his 
time. 

Both  Michael  and  Deacon  Seip  are  men  of  whom 
Meriden  may  well  be  proud,  for  they  are  excellent 
examples  of  God-fearing,  industrious,  prosperous 
men.  Through  their  own  industry  and  thrift  they 
have  risen  to  their  present  responsible  positions,  and 
by  their  efficiency  and  faithfulness  they  have  main- 
tained themselves  in  the  confidence  of  their  employ- 
ers as  well  as  gained  the  good-will  and  affection  of 
those  under  them.  Pleas'ant  in  manner,  they  win 
friends;  generous  to  a  fault,  they  relieve  distress; 
kind-hearted,  their  sympathy  is  always  extended  to 
those  less  fortunate :'  while  in  their  homes  they  are 
loved  and  honored. 

HOfiART  BENEDICT  I\'ES.  a  representative 
American  business  man,  was  born  in  Cheshire,  New 
Haven  countv,  June  23.  1843.  Both  his  parents  were 
of  sturdy  New 'England  stock.  His  mother,  Betsey 
Rice,  a  native  of  Readsboro,  Vt..  was  a  woman  of 
solid  character  and  vigorous  mind,  his  father,_Bar- 
ton  Ives,  came  of  a  long  line  of  New  England  farm- 


ers, and,  if  he  did  not  endow  his  son  with  worldly 
wealth  and  great  social  and  educational  advantages, 
at  least  gave  him  the  high  heritage  of  a  respected 
name. 

The  boyhood  life  of  Mr.  Ives  was  not  bristling 
with  opportunities  for  advancement  in  any  direc- 
tion. His  formal  education  was  confined  to  a  few 
winter  terms  in  the  district  school,  his  practical  ex- 
perience to  the  humdrum  work  upon  the  farm, 
varied  by  an  occasional  day's  work  in  his  father's 
ovster  keg  shop,  an  industry  carried  on  during  the 
winter  months  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Connecti- 
cut in  those  days,  by  the  aid  of  which  Barton  Ives 
eked  out  a  not  too  liberal  income.  Mr.  Ives'  father 
was  ah  honored  citizen,  and,  in  his  way,  an  am- 
bitious parent ;  but  his  aspirations  both  for  himself 
and  his  children  were  limited  to  the  boundaries  of 
his  own  farm.  That  any  better  destiny  awaited  his 
son  Hobart  than  the  cultivation  of  the  ancestral 
acres,  and  that  any  higher  position  among  his  fel- 
low citizens  was  desirable  for  him  than  a  chief  place 
among  the  head  men  of  the  town  or  a  possible  dea- 
conship  in  the  village  church,  never  for  a  moment 
entered  his  mind.  Those  New  England  farmers 
of  the  last  generation  served  a  useful  purpose  as  an- 
cestors, for  they  transmitted  splendid  physical 
frames  and  safely  balanced  brains  to  their  descend- 
ants, but  they  were  not  men  of  imagination. 

Thus  when  young  Hobart  Ives,  in  his  formative 
vears,  began  to  "exhibit  an  unpardonable  indifference 
to  farm  life  and  to  murmur  against  taking  it  up  as 
a  permanent  vocation,  he  appealed  strongly  to  his 
father   and   his    sympathizing   neighbors    as    a    sad 
young  chap  who  had  gone  wrong.     It  is  true  that 
on  several  occasions  he  had  shown  promising  qual- 
ities.    Thus,  even  when  a  youngster,  he  had  dem- 
onstrated marked  progressiveness  as  a  salesman  of 
farm   products,   his    father   himself   admitting  that 
the  boy  could  take  a  load  to  New  Haven  arid  dis- 
pose of  it  to  much  better  advantage  than  himself. 
This  fact  in  itself  should  have  furnished  the_  key 
to  the  young  man's  future.    The  only  part  of  farm- 
ing that  young  Ives  was  fond  of  was  the  selling  of 
the  finished  product.     That  his  aptitude  for  selling 
was  general,  and  not  special,  was  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  never  brought  the  farm  wagon  back  to  Che- 
shire empty,  but  filled  it  with  an  assortment  of  sea 
food,  which,  on  his  arrival  home,  he  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  convert  into  cash.     This  faculty  for  find- 
ing a  ready  market   for  his   goods,   whether   farm 
products,  hardware,  or  stocks  and  bonds,  has  been 
Mr.  Ives'  most  available  business  asset  through  life; 
and,  if  one  were  asked  to  name  the  one  pre-eminent 
reason  for  his  business  success,  he  would  put  his 
finger  on  that  feature  of  his  make-up.     The  pos- 
session  of  this   quality   means  much ;   it   implies  a 
personalitv  that  commands  attention  and  inspires  re- 
spect, as  well  as  a  ready  wit  for  placing  the  best 
side  of  the  case  foremost.     Mr.  Ives  has  other  pre- 
eminent qualities  than  this,  such  as  tireless  energy, 
unvielding    determination,   courage    and    inventive 
skill  ■  but  his  abilitv  to  interest  men  in  himself  and 
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his  enterprises,  and  to  inspire  their  confidence  in  his 
spoken  word,  is  his  gift  par  excellence.  Mr.  Ives 
had  shown  this  quaHty  early.  Ht  had  also  shown 
a  desire  to  get  on  in  the  world ;  to  win  the  re- 
spect of  his  compatriots ;  to  make  his  mark.  The 
one  thing  that  was  apparent  to  him  above  all  was 
that  this  could  not  be  done  on  his  father's  farm ;  so 
one  day  he  called  his  father  aside  and  told  him  he 
was  going  to  start  out  for  himself. 

"Where  are  you  going?"  asked  the  astonished 
parent. 

"Up  in  Massachusetts.'' 

"What  are  you  going  to  do  when  you  get  there?" 

"Start  a  store  and  make  money." 

"How  are  you  going  to  get  there?" 

"You  are  going  to  buy  my  horse,  wagon  and 
wood  lot,  and  give  me  a  hundred  dollars  for  them." 

The  old  gentleman  was  somewhat  amazed  at 
this  proposition,  though,  from  his  point  of  view, 
it  was  not  a  bad  one,  as  the  young  man's  property 
was  worth  two  or  three  times  the  figures  named. 
It  was  the  first  and  last  bad  bargain  Mr.  Ives  ever 
made ;  but  then  the  circumstances  were  exceptional. 

"Well,  go  on,"  his  father  said  in  despair,  "but 
you'll  return  penniless  within  a  month  and  mighty 
glad  to  get  back." 

Mr.  Ives  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when 
he  left  home  with  this  left-handed  parental  bless- 
ing on  his  head.  He  did  not  return  in  a  month ;  in 
fact,  in  the  condition  his  father  described,  he  has 
not  returned  yet ;  and  it  begins  to  look  as  though 
his  valiant  father  would  prove  a  false  prophet. 
However,  by  the  time  he  had  paid  his  carfare  to 
North  Adams — the  town  .he  had  selected  as  the 
first  scene  of  his  struggles — and  made  arrangements 
to  start  in  business,  he  was  not  far  from  being  in 
the  unpleasant  financial  condition  his  father  alluded 
to.  He  hired  a  small  basemen:  store,  but  his  land- 
lord was  so  little  impressed  with  his  ability  to  ful- 
fill his  modest  engagements  that  he  made  him  "put 
up"  his  watch  as  security  for  the  rent's  payment  in 
advance.  Mr.  Ives'  beginning  was  thus  a  modest 
one,  but  in  two  years  his  business  had  so  mcreased 
that  he  had  two  larger  stores  and  an  established  rep- 
utation as  a  promising  young  business  man.  He 
constantly  added  to  this  reputation  for  the  ten  years 
that  he  remained  in  North  Adams,  in  the  course  of 
which  period  he  married  Caroline  Bennett,  daugh- 
ter of  Ira  P.  and  Jane  Landon  Bennett,  leading  peo- 
ple of  that  place. 

Mr.  Ives'  natural  inclinations,  however,  were 
toward  manufacturing  rather  than  toward  the 
trade,  and  moving  to  New  Haven,  in  1876,  he 
soon  established  the  well-known  firm  of  H;  B. 
Ives  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  hardware.  Like 
all  important  undertakings,  the  early  history  of 
this  firm  was  one  of  struggles  against  adverse 
fortune,  unfair  competition,  constant  discourage- 
ments and  apparent  failure — all  resulting  final- 
ly in  a  splendid  victory.  The  firm  was  Mr. 
Ives,  and  Mr.  Ives  was  the  firm.  He  him- 
self    invented     the     hardware     specialties     which 


brought  success ;  he  secured  the  capital  that  made 
possible  their  development;  he  superintended  all  the 
details  of  manufacturing;  and,  when  the  finished 
product  was  forthcoming  from  his  modest  factory, 
he  himself  took  it  on  the  road  and  found  a  noarket 
for  it.  When,  therefore,  in  1901,  he  bought  his 
present  extensive  factory  on  Artizan  street  and  in- 
corporated the  business  under  the  name  of  The 
H.  B.  Ives  Company,  himself  becoming  president 
and  treasurer,  it  was  in  every  sense  a  personal 
triumph.  It  was  a  splendid  evidence  of  what  native 
energy  and  talent,  unaided  by  favoring  circum- 
stances, could  accomplish,  and,  as  such,  Mr.  Ives  is 
pardonably  proud  of  it.  This,  however,  was  not 
all  that  he  had  done.  His  business  obligations,  in- 
deed, had  by  this  time  become  numerous  and  mani- 
fold. He  had  been  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion and  management  of  several  companies,  notably 
the  New  Haven  Car  Register  Co.,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  several  years ;  had  owned,  in  the 
course  of  twenty-five  years,  seven  different  stores, 
one  of  which.  The  City  Hall  Pharmacy,  is  to-day 
one  of  the  most  successful  establishments  of  its 
kind  in  New  Haven ;  had  become  largely  interested 
in  Western  mines ;  had  sent  out  a  party  of  young 
men  to  Alaska,  the  result  of  whose  trip  was  the 
organization  of  the  Kasaan  Bay  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Ives  is  the  president  and  moving  spirit,  which 
founded  the  town  of  Kasaan,  built  school  houses  for 
the  Indians  and  developed  large  mercantile,  lumber 
and  mining  business,  and  is,  at  the  present  time, 
building  one  of  the  largest  canneries  on  the  Pacific 
coast. 

Mr.  Ives  is  also  the  originator  and  treasurer  of 
The  Apollo  Consolidated  Gold  Mining  Co.,  owners 
of  the  famous  California  mine,  in  Republic,  Wash. ; 
and,  in  addition  to  all  these,  he  established  The  Ives 
Investment  Co.,  which,  besides  conducting  an  ex- 
tensive loan  business,  acts  as  fiscal  agent  for 
these  several  enterprises.  The  names  of  the  di- 
rectors and  stockholders  of  all  these  companies, 
which  include  many  of  the  best-known  names 
in  New  Haven  and  Connecticut,  are  sufficient 
indication  of  the  confidence  which  Mr.  Ives  en- 
joys. But  he  is  more  than  a  successful  man- 
ufacturer and  business  man.  He  knows  not  only 
how  to  make  money,  but,  what  many  more  money- 
makers never  learn,  he  knows  how  to  live.  He  has 
a  beautiful  home  upon  Whitney  avenue,  and  this, 
with  his  children  and  his  grandchildren,  of  whom 
he  has  two,  is  his  greatest  delight.  He  is  an  ex- 
tensive traveler,  and  passionately  fond  of  the  rod 
and  gun  and  the  sportsman's  life  in  wood  and  field. 
Both  his  nature  and  his  physical  frame  are  remark- 
ably well  preserved,  and  his  activities  were  never 
more  marked  than  now. 

Mr.  Ives'  family  is  as  follows :  ( i)  Bertha  Jane 
Ives,  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College,  class  of 
1890,  Anderson  Normal  School  of  Gymnastics  of 
New  Haven,  1894.  married  Dec.  29,  1S96,  Burton  J. 
Hendrick,  Yale  '95,  M.  A.  '97.  They  have  two 
children — Ives,  born  March  10,  1898;  and  Hobart, 
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bom  Feb.  27,  1902.  (2)  Sue  Bennett  Ives  has  been 
a  student  for  three  years  at  Mt.  Holyoke  College. 
(3)  Leila  Mae  Ives  was  graduated  from  Boxwood 
Seminary,  Old  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  1898. 

BURR  S.  PECK  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
oldest  builders  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  and  he 
belongs  to  an  old  Connecticut  family. 

Benjamin  Peck,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  March  31,  1776,  and 
married  Lucy  Dickerman,  who  was  born  June  6, 
1776.  He  engaged  in  an  agricultural  life  all  his 
days,  dying  in  the  locality  of  his  birth.  A  large 
family  were  born  to  him  and  his  wife:  Sophia, 
Lewis,  Rebecca,  Henry,  Francis,  Frederick,  Lois, 
Edson,  Chloe,  and  Sylvia,  all  of  whom  grew  to  be 
respected  citizens,  many  of  them  marrying  and  scat- 
tering the  name  over  the  whole  of  Xew  England. 

Frederick  Peck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  May  8,  1809,  and  died  Dec. 
19,  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  His  occupation 
had  been  that  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  learned  in 
Bethany,  Conn.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Sperry,  in 
Derby,  who  was  born  in  Bethany,  a  daughter  of 
Alvin  and  Sally  (Xettleton)  Sperry,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  carpenter  in  that  village.  When  yet 
a  young  man,  Frederick  Peck  came  to  New  Haven, 
and  after  marriage  located  in  this  city  permanently, 
and  here  he  built  up  a  flourishing  business,  con- 
tinuing until  his  decease.  In  politics,  he  was  an  ar- 
dent Republican,  and  both  he  and  wife  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Burr  S.  Peck  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Bethany,  Conn.,  May  18,  1S31. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  place  until 
he  was  eight  years  old,  and  after  removal  to  New 
Haven  finished  his  education  in  the  city  schools, 
and  has  made  this  his  home  ever  since.  His  father 
taught  him  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  and 
so  well  and  faithfully  did  he  master  all  details,  that 
for  many  years  he  has  held  a  leading  position  among 
the  builders  of  the  city.  His  work  can  be  seen  in 
many  of  the  finest  and  best  buildings  in  New  Hav- 
en, among  these  being  almost  all  of  the  Yale  College 
buildings. 

On  Sept.  2,  1855,  Mr.  Peck  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Jane  Emery,  a  native  of  Hanover, 
N.  H.,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sally  (Buntin) 
Emery,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Pembroke, 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  a  cousin  of  Ex-Gov. 
Nathaniel  Head,  of  that  State.  Benjamin  Buntin, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Peck,  married 
Abigail  Noyes.  Her  father,  Jonathan  Emery,  was 
a  carpenter,  who  lived  and  died  in  Hanover,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine;  and  his  wife  died  May  3,  1S68; 
they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Ira,  Abig- 
ail,'John,  Hilary  J.,  Henry  and  Charles,  and  twins 
that  died  in  infancy.  To  our  subject  and  wife  was 
born  one  daughter,  Minnie  Estelle.  Jan.  10.  i8(Jo, 
who  died  Nov.  2,  1890,  the  wife  of  Charles  Hunt,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  who  died  in   1888,  aged  thirty 


years.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Peck  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  since  1S53  has  been  fraternally  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  City  Lodge,  No.  '36.  In  re- 
ligious life,  the  family  are  consistent  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Qiurch,  where  they  are  esteemed  for  their 
Christian  character,  and  to  which  Mr.  Peck  has  been 
liberal  and  generous.  As  one  of  the  city's  oldest 
builders,  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  our  subject  to 
assist  very  materially  in  the  adornment  of  it,  and 
among  its  residents  no  one  is  more  highly  respected. 

The  Noyes  Familv  originally  came  from  Wilt- 
shire, England,  where  the  Rev.  William  Noyes  mar- 
ried Ann  Parker,  in  1620-22.  He  was  rector  of 
Choulderton,  in  Wiltshire.  His  son,  Rev.  James 
Noyes,  born  March  11,  1640,  was  the  first  minister 
at  Stonington,  Conn.,  having  crossed  in  the  "Mary 
and  John,"  and  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  first 
trustees  of  Yale  College ;  he  was  moderator  of  the 
Assembly  that  drew  up  the  Savbrook  Platform — 
or  the  first  move  for  Yale.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Brasenose  College,  Oxford.  His  wife  was  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  of  Southampton. 

Deacon  Nicholas  Noyes  was  born  in  Wiltshire, 
in  1616,  and  there  married  iviary  Cutting.  They 
came  to  America  on  the  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  set- 
tling in  Newbury,  ]\Iassachusetts. 

John  Noyes,  son  of  Deacon  Nicholas,  was  born 
Jan.  20,  1646,  and  was  married  to  Mary  Poor,  Nov. 
13,  1668.     He  died  in  1691. 

Samuel  Noyes,  son  of  John,  was  born  Feb.  5, 
1692,  and  was  married  on  Dec.  i,  1716,  to  Hannah 
Poor.    They  settled  in  Abington,  Massachusetts. 

John  Noyes,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  April  20, 
1720,  and  came  from  England  to  Newbury,  J^Iass., 
later  locating  at  Pembroke.  N.  H..  the  records  show- 
ing him  to  be  there  before  1765.  On  June  i,  1741, 
he  married  Abigail  Poor,  and  died  May  30,  1770. 

Benjamin  Noyes,  son  of  John  and  father  of 
Mrs.  Abigail  (Noyes)  Buntin,  was  born  April  29, 
1742.  About  1763  he  married  Hannah  Thompson, 
who  was  born  Dec.  2,  1744.  and  died  Nov.  8,  1828. 

It  is  shown  by  the  records  that  one  Benjamin 
Noyes  served  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Sias'  Company, 
Col.  Moses  Xichola's  Regiment  of  New  Hampshire 
Militia,  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  name  ap- 
pears on  a  pay  roll  of  that  organization  dated  Nov. 
7,  1776,  which  shows  that  he  served  twenty-six 
days  from  Aug.  5,  1778,  in  the  Expedition  to  Rhode 
[  Island. 

I  GEORGE  MONTAIN  CLARK,  cashier  of  the 
I  Meriden  National  Bank,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1844,  in 
!  the  city  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  and  is  descended 
i  from  one  of  the  oldest  Colonial  families. 
I  (I)  Lieut.  William  Clark  settled  at  Dorchester, 
I  Mass.,  about  1636.  and  removed  thence  to  North- 
:  ampton.  same  Colony,  in  1659.  He  was  a  man  of 
I  standing  and  influence,  and  was  honored  and  trusted- 
in  military  and  civil  affairs.  He  was  selectman  in 
Dorchester  in  1646  and  1647,  ^"^  was  representative 
;  to  the  General  Court  from  Northampton  in  1663, 
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and  ^pr  thirteen  years  besides.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  Kins  Philip's  war.  His  first  wife,  Sarah,  died 
Sept.  6,  1675,  and  he  subsequently  married  Sarah, 
widow  of  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  Springfield.  She 
died  May  S,  1688,  and  her  husband  passed  away 
July  iS,  1690,  aged  eighty-one  years.  His  children, 
all  born  in  Dorchester,  were:  Sarah,  born  June  21, 
1638  (died  young);  Jonathan,  Oct.  i,  1639;  Na- 
thaniel, Jan.  27,  1642;  Experience,  March  30,  1643; 
Increase,  March  i,  1646  (died  aged  sixteen)  ;  Re- 
becca, about  1648;  John,  1651  ;  Samuel,  baptized 
Oct.  26,  1653;  William,  born  July  ^.  1656  (men- 
tioned below)  ;  Sarah.  March,  1659. 

{II)  Capt.  William  Clark  married,  July  15. 
1680.  Hannah,  daughter  of  Elder  John  Strong,  of 
Windsor,  ancestor  of  a  numerous  family.  Capt. 
William  Clark  was  associated  with  Jacob  Dewey  in 
the  purchase  from  the  Indians  (May  2,  1700)  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  near  Lebanon,  which  included 
much  of  the  territory  of  the  town  of  Columbia, 
which  was  set  off  from  Lebanon  in  1800.  He  lo- 
cated in  Lebanon  about  1700.  His  first  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  Northampton,  died  Jan.  31,  1694,  and 
exactly  one  year  later  he  married  Mary  Smith.  The 
children  of  the  first  marriage  were:  Hannah,  born 
May  5,  1682;  William.  Feb.  15,  1685:  Abigail,  Jan- 
uary, 1683-84;  Jonathan,  May  13,  1688;  Thomas, 
April,  1690;  Joseph,  Dec.  31,  1691 ;  Bennie,  Jan. 
31,  1694.  The  children  of  the  second  union  were: 
Timothy,  boin  Oct.  12,  1695;  Gershom,  Nov.  18, 
1697;  Mary,  Nov.  22,  1699;  David,  Nov.  19,  1701 
(died  June  19,  1703)  ;  David,  June  22,  1703.  Capt. 
Clark  died  May  9.  1725.  and  his  widow  passed 
away  April  23,    1748,  in  her  eighty-seventh  year. 

(III)  Jonathan  Clark,  born  May  13,  1688,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Smalle  Jan.  6,  1714.  He  died  Jan. 
12,  1743-44- 

(IV)  Jonathan  Clark,  born  Nov.  i,  1714,  mar- 
ried Mercy  Dewey  Jan.  16,  1735.  Their  children 
were  born  as  follows:  Hannah,  Sept.  25,  1735; 
Jonathan,  April  29,  1737;  Lemuel,  April  3,  1739 
(died  March  6.  1749)  :  Dan.,  May  25.  1741 ;  Mary, 
Sept.  3.  1743  (died  Aug.  15,  1744)  :  David,  Aug. 
23,  1748;  Jeremiah.  April  28,  1751;  Lemuel,  Aug. 
8,  1753;  Gershom,  Sept.  6.  1755.  The  father  died 
in  1802,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

(V)  David  Clark,  born  Aug.  23,  1748,  was  next 
in  the  line  cf  descent. 

(VI)  Jonathan  Clark,  son  of  David,  was  born 
June  15,  1784,  in  the  town  of  Tolland,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  there  engaged  in  farming, 
becoming  a  land  owner.  He  married  Polly  Hale, 
daughter  of  Jonatlian  and  Molley  Hale.  Later  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Columbia.  Conn.,  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Columbia  cemeterv.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  second  wife  of  Jona- 
than Clark  was  Saxie  (Wright)  Clark,  who  died 
and  was  buried  in  Columbia. 

(VII)  Silas  Fuller  Clark,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
bom  in  the  town  of  Tolland,  and  removed  with  his 


parents  to  Columbia,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  went  to  live  with 
an  uncle  in  Willington,  and  still  later  in  Coventry. 
At  the  latter  place  he  learned  the  trade  of  ma- 
chinist, and  worked  at  it  first  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
and  later  in  Willimantic,  Conn.,  remaining  at  the 
latter  city  until  within  five  years  of  his  demise,  when 
he  removed  to  Meriden  and  was  tenderly  cared  for 
by  his  son.  His  death  occurred  in  August,  1900, 
and  he  was  buried  in  the  Willimantic  cemetery.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  the  work 
of  which  congregation  he  took  an  active  part.  In 
f)olitics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  lived  honorably 
as  a  good  citizen.  Domestic  in  his  habits,  tempyer- 
ate  in  every  respect,  he  set  an  excellent  example. 
Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Silas  Fuller  Clark  was  married  in  Willimantic 
to  Elizabeth  L.  Woodworth,  who  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Asa  Woodworth.  Twin 
boys  were  born  of  this  union,  George  M.  being  one; 
the  other  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Clark  died,  and 
Mr.  Clark  married  her  sister,  Maria  Woodworth, 
who  left  no  issue.  Cpon  the  death  of  the  second 
Mrs.  Clark  Mr.  Clark  married  Amelia  Fitch.  This 
lady  is  also  deceased,  and  all  three  are  buried  in  the 
Willimantic  cemetery. 

(VIII)  George  M.  Clark  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  Willimantic,  and  was 
prepared  for  college,  but  close  application  to  his 
studies  broke  down  his  health,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  ambitions  in  that  direction.  When 
sixteen  and  one-half  years  old  he  was  made  one  of 
the  postoffice  clerks  at  Willimantic,  and  a  year  later 
was  made  teller  of  the  Windnam  Bank,  of  Wind- 
ham, and  there  remained  until  1865,  when  the  presi- 
dent of  the  ^leriden  National  Bank  of  Meriden  of- 
fered him  a  similar  position  with  that  institution. 
This  was  accepted,  and  so  faithfully  was  every  duty 
discharged  that  in  1891  Mr.  Clark  was  made  cashier 
of  the  bank,  and  still  holds  that  office  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

In  1865  Mr.  Clark  was  married,  in  Mansfield, 
to  Lovisa  ^laria  Holly,  daughter  of  Perry  and  Lois 
(Fenton)  Holly.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  (i)  George  S.  is  bookkeeper  of  the  Meri- 
den National  Bank.  He  married  Carrie  Capen.  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one  child.  Rollin 
B.  (2)  Elizabeth  Louise  is  assistant  librarian  of 
the  Meriden  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  man  of  highest  principles,  do- 
mestic in  his  tastes,  and  a  most  excellent  father  and 
devoted  husband.  He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of 
the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Meriden. 

The  history  of  the  Holly  family  is  very  inter- 
esting, and  dates  back  so  far  as  known  to  Pern.' 
Holly,  who  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  Late  in  life  he  removed  to 
Mansfield,  purchased  a  farm  near  that  of  his  son- 
in-law,  William  E.  Fenner.  and  returned  to  Rhode 
Island  for  his  family,  but  died  there.  His  widow, 
Celia  (Rawson)  Holly,  removed  to  Mansfield  with 
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her  family,  and  there  died  in  October,  1859,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  The  family  of  children  were 
as  follows :  Lurinda  died  in  Willimantic.  Perry 
is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clark.  Betsey  resided  in 
Mansfield,  Conn.,  upon  a  farm,  where  she  died. 
Nancy  died  in  Chaplin.  Conn.  Gilbert  went  South 
and  died  in  New  Orleans. 

Perry  Holly,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clark,  was  born 
July  2,  1809,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  came  to  Mans- 
field when  a  boy.  During  his  boyhood  he  worked 
upon  a  farm,  and  when  still  a  young  man  learned  the 
trade  of  forger,  working  in  the  manufacture  of  bits 
and  augers  in  various  localities  where  the  goods 
were  made.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  operators 
of  the  trip-hammer,  being  very  expert  in  the  hand- 
ling of  the  clumsy  machine,  and  consequently  com- 
manded good  wages.  In  company  with  Hiram  Par- 
ker he  operated  a  forge  shop  near  his  home  for  a 
few  years.  After  working  at  his  trade  for  many 
years  he.  spent  his  declining  years  in  Mansfield, 
engaged  in  farming,  and  died  there  in  March, 
1885.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Gurleyville,  and  when  a  young  man  took  a  very 
active  part  in  its  aft'airs. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Holly  was  Miss  Lois  Fenton, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  P'hileta  (Storrs)  Fenton,  a 
native  of  Mansfield,  where  her  father  was  a  black- 
smith. Mrs.  Holly  died  April  18,  1892,  aged 
eighty-four  years,  four  months.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holly  were  born  the  following  children :  ( i )  Celia 
Ann  died  aged  eight  and  one-half  years.  (2) 
Anstice,  wife  of  William  E.  Fenner,  of  Gurleyville, 
has  one  child,  Frank  E.  (3)  George  G.  resides' 
in  Sturbridge,  Mass..  and  is  an  expert  in  mechanics. 
He  married  Mary-  Ann  Scott,  and  had  two  children 
— George  Henry  ( living  in  Springfield,  who  has 
three  children)  and  Lida  (who  died  when  young). 
(4)  Lurinda  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Harriet  Lurinda 
Phileta,  widow  of  David  Clapp,  resides  in  Willi- 
mantic; she  had  one  daughter,  Harriet  M.,  who 
was  the  first  wife  of  W.  D.  Grant,  of  Willimantic, 
and  had  two  children,  Florence  A.  and  Jay  Edwin. 
(6)  Mary  Ellen  first  married  Edmund  Simons,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Jennie  R.,  wife  of  W.  D. 
Grant,  of  Willimantic,  who  has  three  children,  Ethel 
Y.,  Winnifred  C.  and  May  Ellen  ;  Mary  Ellen  mar- 
ried for  her  second  husband  Xorman  Dunham,  a 
blacksmith,  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  in  Willi- 
mantic.    (7)  Lovisa  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Clark. 

(8)  Perry  Earl,  a  professor  of  penmanship,  mar- 
ried Carrie  Allen,  and  resides  in  Waterbury,  Conn. 

(9)  Sarah  Jane  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  (lol 
Dwight  Storrs  resides  in  Forestville,  Conn.  He 
married  Harriet  Smith,  and  has  two  children, 
Everett  (residing  at  Forestville,  who  has  two  chil- 
dren, Elma  and  Winnifred)  and  Edna.  (11)  Julian 
R.  resides  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  and  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Brass  and  Clock  Co.  He 
married  Calista  Brockett,  and  their  family  consists 
of  two  children,  Julian  Lawrence  and  ^largaret 
Storrs. 


1        BLAKE.     In  the  death  of  Eli  Whitney  ^lake, 
at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Aug.  18,  1886, 
there  passed  away,  as  it  were,  a  connecting  link  be- 
tween the  two  centuries — a  man  full  of  years,  good 
!  works  and  honor. 

1         Eli  Whitney  Blake  was  born  Jan.  27,  1795,  in 

Westborough,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  a  son  of  Elihu 

j  and  Elizabeth  Fay  Whitney  Blake,  and  was  a  lineal 

I  descendant  of  William  Blake,  of  England  and  Dor- 

!  Chester,   Mass.,   who   was   married   in   England,   in 

161 7,  to  Widow  Agnes  Bland,  and  with  wife  and 

several  children,  came  to  New  England  among  the 

emigrants  who  sailed  thither  along  in   the  neigh- 

,  borhood  of  1630  or  1635.     The  early  home  of  the 

family  was  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  but  a  branch  later 

■  settled  in  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  and  from  that 

line  our  subject  traces  his  descent. 

Eli   Whitney   Blake   was   graduated   from  Yale 
College,  in  1816,  and  made  preparation  to  enter  the 
;  legal  profession,  studving  law  in  the  famous  school 
i  of  Judge  Gould,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  but  gave  up 
I  that  purpose  at  the  request  of  his  uncle,  Eli  Whit- 
I  ney,  who  desired  the  assistance  of  himself  and  his 
I  brother,  Philos,  in  erecting  and  organizing  the  gun 
!  factory   works   at   Whitneyville,    Conn.     After   the 
j  death  of  Mr.  Whitney,  in  1825,  Mr.  Blake  and  his 
!  brother,  the  late  Col.  Philos  Blake,  carried  on  the 
i  business  until  1836.  when  they  joined  their  brother. 
i  John  A.  Blake,  in  forming  the  partnership  firm  of 
I  Blake   Brothers,    and   established    at   Westville,    a 
j  manufactory  of  door  locks  and  latches,  of  their  own 
invention.     This  business  was  afterward  extended 
;  to  include  other  articles  of  hardware,  such  as  cast- 
ers, hinges,  etc.,  the  greater  number  being  covered 
;  by  patent.     In  this  branch  of  manufacture,  Blake 
Brothers  were  among  the  pioneers  in  this  country 
and  long  held  the  front  rank.     It  is  not  too  much  to 
:  say,  that  the  ideas  which  they  originated  still  char- 
acterize the  forms  of  American  locks,  latches,  cast- 
,  ers,  hinges  and  other  articles  of  house  furnishing 
;  hardware  wherever  manufactured,  and  are  the  foun- 
dation of  their  acknowledged  superiority. 
I        In  the  year  1852  Eli  W.  Blake  was  appointed 
on  a  committee  to  superintend  the  macadamizing 
!  of  Whalley  avenue,  and  his  attention  was  thus  di- 
;  lected  to  the  great  want  of  a  machine  for  breaking 
stone  into  fragments  of  a  nearly  uniform  size  suit- 
able  for  road  making.     The  problem  was  a  very 
■  old  one,  but  no  successful  solution  had  ever  been 
etfected.     Mr.   Blake  devoted  himself  to  its   study 
for  nearly  five  years  and  in  1S57  produced  and  pat- 
ented the  Blake  Stone  Breaker,  which  for  original- 
itv,  simplicity  and  ettectiveness,  has  justly  been  re- 
I  garded  by  experts  as  almost  unique.     It  has  come 
into  general  use  in  all  parts  of  the  world  for  road 
making  and   for  mining  purposes;  and  has   intro- 
duced a  new  era  into  both  departments  of  industry. 
Its  value,  directly  and  indirectly,  as  a  labor-saving 
and  wealth-creating  agency,  can  hardly  be  over  es- 
'  timated.    'The   occurrence  of  the  Civil   war.   how- 
1  ever,   which   retarded   its   introduction,   and  subse- 
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quent  competition  by  infringers  of  the  patent, 
greatly  interfered  with  the  profits  that  the  inventor 
should  have  realized,  and  the  pecuniary  reward 
which  Mr.  Blake  reaped  from  this  and  his  other  in- 
ventions amounted  in  the  end  to  only  a  moderate 
competence. 

Mr.  Blake's  abilities  and  acquirements  in  the 
field  of  mathematical  and  physical  science  were  of 
a  high  order,  and  he  contributed  many  valuable 
papers  to  scientific  journals  on  various  subjects. 
Several  of  the  most  important  of  these,  which  had 
been  recently  published  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Science,  together  with  some  additions  of  a  later 
date,  were  collected  by  him  in  1882  and  printed  to- 
gether in  a  small  volume  entitled  "Original  Solu- 
tions of  Several  Problems  in  Aerodynamics."  These 
papers  which  were  the  result  of  original  research 
and  experiment,  treat  of  the  laws  which  govern  the 
flow  of  elastic  fluids  through  an  orifice ;  the  propa- 
gation of  pulses  in  elastic  media ;  the  mode  of  ex- 
pansion of  elastic  fluids ;  and  the  velocity  and  trans- 
mission of  sound.  The  final  paper  and  perhaps 
the  most  elaborate  of  all,  covering  many  printed 
pages  of  close  scientific  and  mathematical -discussion, 
was  written  by  him  when  far  advanced  in  his  eighty- 
seventh  vear.  The  originality  and  value  of  Mr. 
Blake's  investigations  in  this  and  other  subjects,  and 
also  his  ability  and  general  merit  as  a  physicist,  were 
recognized  by  scientific  authorities  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  drew  from  his  alma  meter,  Yale,  in 
1879,  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.  IMr.  Blake 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  for  several  years  the 
president,  of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Mr.  Blake's  name  is  synonymous  with  integrity. 
In  1821,  he  united  with  the  Center  Church,  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  for  over  sixty-five  years  was  identified 
with  its  growth  and  prosperity.  His  benevolence 
was  like  a  fountain,  active,  spontaneous,  and  over- 
flowing, and  the  poor  were  always  in  his  thoughts. 
Considerate  and  liberal,  he  was  always  just  in  all 
his  business  transactions  and  took  a  deep  interest 
in  business  afl'airs,  and  was  ever  the  outspoken  sup- 
porter of  civil  and  social  progress  and  virtue.  The 
later  years  of  his  life  were  spvent  in  peaceful  retire- 
ment in  the  midst  of  his  family  circle  attended  "by 
all  that  should  accompany  old  age.  as  honor,  love, 
obedience  and  troops  of  friends."  In  that  quiet 
retreat,  his  mind  in  its  strength  and  serenity  diffused 
perpetual  sunshine.  Men  of  intellect  and  culture 
sought  to  enjoy  the  wit  and  wisdom  of  his  conver- 
sation. Little  children,  whom  he  dearly  loved,  de- 
lighted to  throng  about  him ;  and  none  could  enter 
that  benignant  presence  w^ithout  feeling  how  truly 
"the  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  when  it  is 
found  in  the    way  of  righteousness." 

In  1822,  Mr.  Blake  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
O'Brien,  of  Xew  Haven,  whose  self-sacrificing  fidel- 
ity and  devotion  in  all  the  relations  of  wife  and 
mother  brought  unbroken  happiness  to  him  and  his 
household  until  her  death,  in  1876.     Seven  of  their 


children  survived  the  father.  Few  men  have  more 
worthily  enjoyed  the  reverence  and  affection  of 
their  families  and  friends,  and  to  few  have  these 
Ijeen  rendered  in  larger  measure.  The  surviving  chil- 
dren are,  in  order:  Mrs.  George  Bushnell,  of  Xew 
Haven;  Mrs.  Alex  McWhorter;  Henry  Taylor; 
and  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Rice. 

Henry  Taylor  Blake  was  born  in  X'ew  Haven, 
April  17,  1828,  of  old  Xew  England  descent,  on 
his  mother's  side  from  Rev.  James  Pierpont.  of 
Xew  Haven.  He  was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1848, 
after  which  he  studied  law,  at  the  Yale  Law  School, 
and  in  the  office  of  Thomas  C.  Perkins,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Hartford  county,  in  1851. 
From  1855  to  1884  he  served  as  assistant  clerk, 
and  as  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Fairfield 
county,  during  all  of  which  time  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
nisi  prills  courts  and  before  the  Supreme  Court  and 
in  the  United  States  tribunals,  where  much  of  his 
attention  was  given  to  patent  cases.  His  retire- 
ment from  active  participation  in  trials  in  court  was 
in   1888. 

Mr.  Blake  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to 
periodical  literature,  and  has  delivered  some  lectures 
on  {Kilitical  and  historical  subjects,  and  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Xew  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society. 
Mr.  Blake  is  the  author  of  "Chronicles  of  X''.  H. 
Green."  Since  1888  almost  his  entire  time  has  been 
occupied  in  the  furtherance  of  public  improvements 
in  Xew  Haver*,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
park  system  of  that  citv,  and  he  is  president  of  the 
park  commissioners.  In  i860,  Henry  T.  Blake  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Kingsley,  a  daughter  of  Prof. 
James  L.  Kingsley,  of  Yale  College,  and  their  sons 
are:  Henry  VV.  Blake,  a  resident  of  Xew  York 
and  associate  editor  of  the  Street  Railivay  Jour- 
nal; and  James  Kingsley  Blake,  who  was  graduated 
from  Yale  in  1891,  and  from  the  Yale  Law  School, 
in  1893,  being  admitted  to  the  Xew  Haven  Bar,  in 
the  same  year. 

The  Blake  brothers,  Eli,  Philos  and  John  A., 
sons  of  Elihu  and  Elizabeth  Fay  (Whitney)  Blake, 
and  nephews  of  Eli  Whitney,  the  inventor  of  the 
Cotton  Gin,  came  to  Xew  Haven  about  1817.  from 
Westborough,  Mass.,  at  the  solicitation  of  their 
uncle  to  assist  him  in  the  armory  works  which  he 
had  established  in  Whitneyville.  in  Hamden. 

Elihu  Blake  built  the  house  now  standing  on  the 
old  site  in  1836,  and  named  the  place  Cherry  Hill. 
In  1825  he  married  Adeline  X.  Mix,  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Jonathan  and  Mary  E.  Mix.  who  was  born 
April  18,  1805.  Capt.  Solomon  Phipps.  the  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Blake  was  born  in  Casco 
Bay,  Maine,  a  descendant  of  a  brother  of  Sir  Will- 
iam Phipps,  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  In  1772. 
he  married  Elizabeth,  born  April  13,  174Q.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Asa  Todd,  who  was  descended  from  Chris- 
topher Todd,  a  native  of  Pontefract.  England,  bap- 
tized in  1617,  and  was  in  X'ew  Haven  in  1630,  occu- 
pied as  a  farmer  and  miller  at  the  end  of  Mill  rock, 
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on   Mill   river.     Christopher  Todd   married   Grace 
Middlebrook,  and  died  in  April,   1686. 

Asa  Todd  was  born  March  24,  1723,  and  April 
19,  1748,  was  married  to  Mary  (Tuttle)  Ailing-. 
At  the  time  of  the  British  invasion  on  July  5,  1779, 
he  went  to  the  defense  of  New  Haven,  and  was 
killed  in  action  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  in 
the  street  now  known  as  Broadway. 

I  Capt.  Jonathan  Mix,  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Mix,  of  the  Colony  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in 
New  Haven  in  1753.  In  1771  he  married,  first, 
Miss  Anna  Sears,  a  sister  of  Captain  John 
Sears,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Capt.  Jonathan 
Mix  was  married  Aug.  5,  1800,  to  Elizabeth  Mary 
Phipps,  who  was  long  a  resident  of  the  old  home- 
stead at  Cherry  Hill,  a  substantial,  old  fashioned 
Connecticut  home,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
religious  affairs  of  the  town  and  was  instrumental 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Sabbath  school  of  the 
East  Plain  Society.  Capt.  ]\Iix  had  several  sons 
and  daughters ;  three  of  the  former  were  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  while  his  only  daughter  by  his 
second  marriage  married  Elihu  Blake. 

Capt.  ]\Iix  was  a  member  of  the  military  com- 
pany known  as  the  New  Haven  Cadets,  and  was  one 
of  the  men  who  marched  from  New  Haven  to  Lex- 
ington in  1775,  continuing  to  be  active  through  the 
war,  and  he  was  one  of  the  ten  heroes  who  rode 
from  New  Haven  to  New  York  and  destroyed  Riv- 
ington's  press.  He  was  also  with  the  first  naval  ex- 
pedition to  the  Bahamas,  and  assisted  in  the  capture 
of  New  Providence,  sailing  as  captain  of  marines, 
and  was  captured  and  imprisoned  in  the  Jersey 
prison  ship.  At  the  close  of  the  war.  he  invented 
the  thorough-brace  and  elliptic  carriage  springs 
now  in  universal  use,  and  may  thus  be  regarded  as 
the  father  of  the  carriage-spring  industry.  Also 
this  talented  man  invented  an  improved  cartridge 
■  box  for  troops,  and  a  method  for  conveying  away 
the  smoke  from  the  fuse  of  guns  on  shipboard.  In 
this  effort  he  had  the  co-operation  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton, and  the  fixture  was  added  to  some  of  the  guns 
of  Fulton's  steam  frigate. 

ANDREW  H.  SMITH,  a  prominent  manufac- 
turer of  New  Haven,  is  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
Jonathan  Smith,  and  his  ancestors  have  lived  in 
New  Haven  county  for  many  generations. 

(II)  Jonathan  Smith,  of  West  Haven,  son  of 
(i)  Jonathan,  it  is  stated  in  the  History  of  Water- 
bury  bought  of  Thomas  Brooks,  of  Boston,  in  1740, 
sixty  acres  belonging  originally  to  Philip  Judd,  in 
the '  Hop  Brook  section.  He  married  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Painter,  who  was  born  in 
1676.    Jonathan  Smith  died  in  1760. 

(III)  Ephraim  Smith,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Re- 
becca, was  born  July  11,  1733.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  His  wife.  Thankful  (Tyler),  was 
born  April  18.  1733.  daughter  of  Nathan  Tyler 
(iborn  April  17,  1701.  died  in  1767),  and  grand- 
daughter of  John  and  Abigail  (Hall)  Tyler,  the  lat- 


ter a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Grace  Hall.  Eph- 
raim Smith  died  Oct.  15.  1806,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  and  his  widow  diefl  Sept.  i,  1808,  in  her  sev- 
enty-sixth year.  Ephraim  and  Ira  Smith  were  two 
of  the  original  members  organizing  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Prospect  on  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1798. 

(IV)  Ira  Smith,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Thankful, 
was  born  in  W'allingford  Sept.  11,  1757,  and  died 
in  Prospect  April  22,  1835.  He  was  a  farmer  in 
Prospect  (formerly  a  part  of  Waterbury  and  Chesh- 
ire, which  was  incorporated  in  May,  1827),  in  that 
part  of  the  town  originally  included  in  Cheshire. 
He  married  July  9,  1779,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Judson,  and  reared  a  family  of  several  chil- 
dren:  Andrew,  Nehemiah,  Ira,  Sally,  Betsy  and 
Sylvia.  Ira  enlisted  May  26,  1777,  in  the  Revolu- 
tionan,'  army,  as  a  private  in  Capt.  Jesse  Kimball's 
Company,  commanded  by  Col.  John  Chandler, 
served  about  eight  months,  and  was  discharged 
Jan.  I,  1778. 

(V)  Andrew  Smith,  father  of  Andrew  H.,  was 
born  in  Prospect  April  25,  1796,  and  remained  a 
lifelong  res"ident  of  that  town,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  political  and 
social  convictions.     A  Whig  in  politics,  he  was  the 

j  companion  of  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  with  him  made 
j  tours  of  the  school  houses  and  advocated  the  cause 
of  anti-slavery  at  a  time  when  that  policy  was  un- 
popular in  New  England.  He  was  also  a  strong  ad- 
vocate of  temperance,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  On  April  30,  1818.  he 
married  Rachel  Tuttle,  of  Prospect,  daughter  of 
Obed  Tuttle,  a  farmer  of  Prospect,  and  also  a  man- 
ufacturer of  scythes,  which  were  then  made  by 
hand.  To  Andrew  and  Rachel  Smith  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Harris,  Lucretia,  Jane, 
Ira,  Julius,  Andrew  H.  (our  subject),  and  Jennie. 
Mr.  Smith  died  June  7,  1878. 

The  Tuttle  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  in  Connecticut  history.  Andrew  H.  Smith, 
in  his  maternal  line  of  ancestry,  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  from  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, his  lineage  being  as  follows : 

(I)  William  Tuttle,  born  in  1609,  his  wife  Eliz- 
abeth, born  in  16 12,  and  family,  among  others  sailed 
in  the  ship  "Planter"  from  England  in  1635,  finally 
and  as  early  as  1639  locating  in  New  Haven,  where 
both  lived  and  died.  They  were  equal  socially  to 
any  of  the  colonists.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  a  man  of  cour- 
age, enterprise,  intelligence,  probity  and  piety. 

(II)  Jonathan  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  the  emi- 
grant settler,  baptized  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in 
1637,  married  in  1667  Rebecca,  bom  in  1643,  daugh- 
ter of  Lieut.  Francis  Bell,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
About  1670  Mr.  Tuttle  began  a  settlement  near  the 
Quinnipiac  river,  in  what  is  now  the  southern  part 
of  the  town  of  North  Haven.  He  built  a  bridge 
over  the  river  in  that  town,  which  was  long  known 
as  "Tuttle's  bridge."     His  death  occurred  in  1705. 

(III)  William  Tuttle,  son  of  Jonathan,  born  in 
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1673,  married  Mary  Abernath,  who  was  born  in 
1680,  daughter  of  William  Abernath.  Mr.  Tuttle 
died  in  1727. 

(IV)  Ezekiel  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  married 
(first)  in  1729  Susanna  Merriman,  who  was  born  in 
1709,  daughter  of  John' and  Elizabeth  (Peck)  Mer- 
riman, he  being  a  son  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Merriman, 
an  early  settler  in  Wallingford  and  prominent  in 
New  Haven. 

(V)  Reuben  Tuttle,  son  of  Ezekiel,  born  in 
1739,  married  in  1766  Hannah  (or  Joanna)  Tyler, 
of  Branford,  Conn.,  and  resided  in  North  Haven. 
Mrs.  Tuttle  died  in  1783. 

(VI)  Obed  Tuttle,  son  of  Reuben,  bom  June 
26,  1776,  m.arried  Lucretia  Clark,  of  West  Haven. 
Mr.  Tuttle  removed  from  North  Haven  to  Pros- 
pect, Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  fanning  and 
as  a  blacksmith,  making  scythes  and  axes.  His 
children  were  born  in  Prospect.  Mr.  Tuttle  died  in 
Prospect  Aug.  20,  1862,  Mrs.  Tuttle  on  Jan.  12, 
1863. 

(VII)  Rachel  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Obed,  born 
April  3,  1800,  married  Andrew  Smith,  and  died 
Nov.  3,  1878. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  subject  of  this  sketch,  son  of 
Andrew  and  Rachel  (Tuttle)  Smith,  was  bom  in 
Prospect,  Conn.,  Feb.  23,  1840.  He  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  on  the  farm,  and  attended  the  district 
schools  until  he  was  seventeen,  when  he  went  to  the 
high  school  at  Watertown,  Conn.,  later  attending  a 
boarding  school  at  Charlotteville,  N.  Y.  He  then 
taught  school  in  Prospect,  Cheshire  and  Bethany, 
Conn.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  the  em- 
ployment of  his  brother,  in  the  manufacture  of 
needles,  in  Prospect,  and  in  1864,  with  his  brothers 
Ira  and  Julius,  formed  a  company  for  this  branch 
of  manufacture  under  the  name  of  Smith  Bros.,  at 
Hamden,  Conn.  Later  the  firm  became  Smith  Bros. 
&  Co.,  and  still  later  Andrew  H.  sold  out  to  his 
brother  Ira  and  his  son,  early  in  the  year  1881. 
From  Hamden  he  removed  to  New  Haven,  where 
under  the  name  of  A.  H.  Smith  &  Co.  he  has  ever 
since  continued  successfully  the  manufacture  of 
machine  needles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  business  men  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Smith  for  his  first  wife  married,  Oct.  24, 
1867,  Emma  Payne,  of  Hamden,  daughter  of  James 
M.  Payne,  who  was  born  in  North  Haven.  She 
died  Oct.  13,  1888,  leaving  no  children.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Smith  married,  Feb.  18,  1892,  Nel- 
lie Brainard  Phelps,  daughter  of  John  J.  Phelps,  of 
New  Haven,  and  to  them  has  been  born,  Feb.  18, 
1893,  one  son.  Jay  Phelps. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  prominent  in  church  work  and  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Congregational  Church  of  New  Haven, 
of  which  he  has  been  for  many  years  a  deacon.  He 
was  formerly  a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Mt.  Carmel, 
Conn.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  Haven  Colony 
Historical  Society  and  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 


FREDERICK  W.  IVES.  The  Ives  family  is 
one  of  t'he  old  and  honored  ones  of  New  England. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  the  vicinity  of  Mcriden, 
Conn.,  was  John  Ives,  of  Wallingford,  a  son  of 
William  Ives,  who  came  hither  from  England. 

John  Ives  {2),  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1660, 
and  in  1G93  married  Mary  Gillette,  in  Meriden,  and 
died  in    1738. 

John  Ives  (3),  son  of  John  Ives  (2),  was  born 
in  1694,  and  in  1719  married  Hannah  Royce.  and 
died'  in  1795  ;  her  death  occurred  in  Meriden,  in 
1770. 

John  Ives  (4),  son  of  John  Ives  (3),  was  born 
in  1729,  and  married  first  Mary  Hall,  who  died  in 
1788,  and  his  second  v^ife,  Sarah,  died  in  1804;  he 
died  in  1816. 

Othniel  Ives,  son  of  John  (4)  and  Mary  Ives, 
was  born  Aug.  17,  1779,  and  married  first  C3ct.  28, 
1800,  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Yale,  and 
second,  Oct.  26,  181 5,  Rosetta  Yale.  Othniel  Ives 
resided  in  the  eastern  part  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  and  large  landowner,  and  where  he 
died  Nov.  22,  1829,  his  burial  taking  place  in  Broad 
street  cemetery.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  The  children  of  his  first  mar- 
riage were:  Eliza,  born  Jan.  17,  1804,  married 
Edwin  R.  Yale,  who  was  bom  Aug.  8,  1804;  Elias 
Yale,  born  Jan.  7,  1806,  married  Cornelia  Pomeroy ; 
Eli,  born  Jan.  7,  1809,  married  Gelina  Ann  Pom- 
eroy; Othniel,  born  Nov.  26,  1812,  married  first, 
Julia  Cook  and  second,  Mary  Howard.  The  chil- 
dren of  his  second  marriage  were :  Isaac,  born 
Jan.  2j,  1817,  married  Eloise  White;  Sarah  Rosetta, 
born  Nov.  23,  1818,  married  Rev.  Harvey  Miller, 
a  prominent  Baptist  clergyman  of  Meriden ;  Juliette, 
bom  May  13,  1822,  married  Eli  Butler;  John,  born 
Dec.  25,  1825,  of  the  firm  of  Ives,  Upham  &  Rand, 
of  Meriden,  Conn.,  first  married  Alina  Birdsey,  and 
second.  Wealthy  S.  Merv.'in;  Frederick  \\"ightniaii. 
bora  Jan.  2y,  1828;  and  Russell  Jennings  (a  posthu- 
mous child,  born  July  30,  1830,  eight  months  after 
the  death  of  his  father),  who  first  married  Flora 
Ann  White,  and  second,  Eliza  Ann  Yale. 

Frederick  W.  Ives,  now  one  of  Meriden's  most 
respected  citizens,  has  for  more  than  fifty-four 
years  been  connected  with  The  Edward  Miller  Man- 
ufacturing Company.  He  was  bom  Jan.  27,  1S2S. 
a  son  of  Othniel  and  Rosetta  (Yale)  Ives,  and  he 
was  but  one  and  one-half  years  of  age  when  death 
claimed  his  estimable  father.  His  mother  die. I 
March  3,  1833,  and  he  was  reared  by  his  uncle,  Levi 
Yale.  His  educational  opportunities  were  very 
limited,  being  confined  to  irregular  attendance  at  the 
district  school,  supplemented  with  the  reading  of  all 
books  which  came  within  his  reach.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  Mr.  Ives  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  His  first  work  was  with 
Ashbel  Griswold.  at  $6  per  month,  during  the  sum- 
mer seasons,  and  here  he  remained  two  years,  work- 
ing in  the  spoon  shop  during  one  winter.  Then 
he  went  to  the  farm  of  Joel  Miller,  working  in  the 
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fields  in  summer  and  in  the  brass  shop  in  winter. 
This  was  the  start  of  the  great  company  which  has 
profited  by  his  faifhful  service  ever  since. 

In  1847  '^hs  business  now  known  as  the  Edward 
Miller  Manufacturing-  Co.,  was  conducted  by  its 
founder,  Edward  Miller,  and  during  its  rise,  Mr. 
Ives  has  continued  with  it,  in  various  departments, 
for  fifty  years  being  connected  with  the  brass  de- 
partment, perfonning  for  thirty-five  years  the  du- 
ties of  foreman.  No  more  skilled,  faithful  or  es- 
teemed employe  is  connected  with  this  establish- 
ment. Although  the  vigor  of  youth  is  no  longer 
his,  he  is  still  active  and  quite  capable  of  discharg- 
ing his  duties. 

Not  only  in  the  field  of  his  physical  activity  is 
Mr.  Ives  known  and  highly  regarded,  but  his  acts  of 
charity  and  deeds  of  benevolence  have  given  him  a 
warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  those  in  the  community 
who  have  known  him  these  many  years.  He  is  a 
man  of  great  intelligence,  well  read,  and  not  only 
has  strong  convictions,  but  has  the  courage  to  live 
up  to  them.  Although  not  connected  with  any 
special  religious  body,  his  life  testifies  to  his  Chris- 
tian principles.  His  modest  home  on  Broad  street 
is  made  one  of  tender  affection,  by  his  two  devoted 
daughters. 

On  June  17,  1862,  Mr.  Ives  was  married  in 
Branford,  Conn.,  to  Frances  ^I.  Jones,  who  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  a  daughter  of  Erastus  and 
Lucy  (Elliott)  Jones.  The  three  daughters  born 
to  this  union  were:  Rosa  Juliet,  who  died  young; 
Nettie  Aline,  who  was  educated  in  the  Meriden 
high  school,  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement;  and 
Frances  Rose,  who  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Meri- 
den High  school,  and  a  most  successful  teacher  in 
the  Parker  avenue  school.  Both  are  most  estimable 
ladies,  prominent  in  educational  and  church  circles. 
The  mother  died  Sept.  14,  1886.  She  and  her 
daughters  were  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
from  youth.  In  politics,  Mr,  Ives  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  was  one  of  the  first  Republican  voters, 
in  1856,  to  cast  a  ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont. 

Eli  Ives,  deceased.  In  the  death  of  Eli  Ives,  on 
May  13,  1886,  the  city  of  ?vleriden.  Conn.,  lost  one 
of  her  sterling  citizens  and  active  business  men, 
who  was  through  life  deeply  interested  in  whatever 
seemed  to  promise  good  to  Meriden  or  her  citizens. 

Eli  Ives  was  born  Jan.  7,  1809,  in  Meriden,  a 
son  of  Othniel  and  Sarah  (Yale)  Ives.  His  early 
rearing  was  on  a  farm  where  he  remained  until  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  when,  in  association  with  the 
late  Noah  Pomeroy,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
tinware.  In  1837  young  Ives  went  to  Wetumpka, 
Ala.,  and  began  a  business  in  which  he  retained  an 
interest  several  years,  although  residing  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  in  Meriden.  In  1843,  he  bought 
the  Tyler  mills  in  Yalesville,  and  here  he  carried  on 
the  milling  business  and  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  Britannia  spoons.  In  1849,  in  company 
with  Bennett  Jeralds,  he  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  these  spoons  and  other  articles,  in  Prospect, 


Conn.,  this  business  prospering  until  1854.     In  1852 
Mr.  Ives  became  interested  in  the  business  of  Good- 
rich &  Rutty,  and  upon  being  arlmitted  to  partner- 
I  ship,  the  firm  became  Goodrich,  Ives  &  Rutty.     .Mr. 
I  Goodrich  retired  from  the  business  in  1864,  and  Ed- 
I  win  R.  Crocker  and  Nelson  Payne  were  admitted, 
j  the  firm  becoming  Ives,  Rutty  &  Co. 
I         Mr.  Ives  was  considered  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
!  ness  judgment  and  financial  reliability,  and  he  was 
I  frequently  called  upon  to  settle  estates  and  assume 
j  responsibilities   of   a   like   nature.     In   his   political 
!  views  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.     At  the  time  of 
I  his  death,  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  Com- 
I  pensation  of  the  city,  and  had  served  both  as  council- 
man   and    alderman,    and   he   presided    at   the    last 
Democratic  town  convention  held  before  his  death. 
Mr.  Ives  was  a  man  of  strict  integritv  and  ever 
held  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  was 
highly  esteemed   in  everv  walk  of  life.     It  was  a 
source  of  pleasure  to  him  that  the  exigencies  of 
business  had  never  made  him  enter  a  suit  in  the 
courts  against  anv  one,  nor  to  suffer' in  such  a  wav 
from  others.       Although  he  passed  man's  allotted 
years,  he  was  active  to  the  last,  his  vitality  being 
wonderful.    Up  to  within  ten  davs  of  his  death,  he 
had  been  driving  about  town,  attending  to  business 
matters.     Several  times  within  twenty  years  prior 
to  his  death,  he  had  been  almost  at  its  portals,  but 
his  iron  constitution  and  unusual  recuperative  power 
had  brought  him  safely  through  each  ordeal. 

On  Sept.  30,  1830,  Mr.  Ives  was  married  to 
Gelina  Ann  Pomeroy,  and  these  children  were  born 
♦o  their  union:  Noah  P. ;  Sarah  E..  wife  of  Anthonv 
R.  Parshley;  Isaac  O. ;  Charles  P.;  Isadore,  Mrs, 
Alfred  Ives;  and  Eloise  W.,  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Fowler. 

SAMUEL  MILROY  was  for  almost  forty 
years  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  Meriden,  where 
as  head  of  the  shipping  department  of  the  Meri- 
den Britannia  Co.  he  was  well  known  to  the  busi- 
ness world. 

Mr.  Milroy  was  a  native  of  Dumfriesshire,  Scot- 
land, born  in  1818  in  Kirkcudbright,  son  of  James 
Milray,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place.  The  fa- 
ther was  manager  of  a  farm  for  a  country  gentle- 
man. Both  he  and  the  mother  died  when  their  son 
.Samuel  was  quite  young,  and  he  was  thus  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  The  parents  were 
devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Qiurch.  Our 
subject  was  reared  at  his  birthplace  and  trained  to 
farming,  remaining  with  the  gentleman  who  had 
employed  his  father  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
His  education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  of 
the  day  afi:'orded.  On  leaving  Kirkcudbright  he 
went  to  Liverpool,  England,  where  he  joined  the 
police  force  and  served  seven  years  as  an 
officer.  Having  heard  of  the  great  opportuni- 
ties offered  in  the  western'  world  and  desir- 
ing to  better  his  condition,  he  decided  to 
come  to  America,  and  took  passage  for  New  York 
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on  a  sailing  vessel  in  1849.  His  stay  in  New  York- 
City  was  brief,  and  he  came  thence  to  Middletown, 
Conn.,  where  he  also  remained  but  a  short  time. 
His  next  move  was  to  Meriden,  where  he  accepted 
a  position  with  the  Consolidated  Railroad  Co.  as 
freight  agent  and  baggagemaster,  continuing  thus 
four  years.  On  the  formation  of  the  Meriden 
Britannia  Co.,  by  Horace  Wilcox,  I.  C.  Lewis  and 
others,  Mr.  Milroy  accepted  a  position  in  the  ship- 
ping department,  of  which  he  was  the  head  for  the 
long  period  of  twenty-seven  years.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  comment  upon  the  quality  of  his  work 
or  his  worth  to  the  establishment,  such  a  record 
of  continuous  service  being  the  best  evidence  of 
efficiency  and  reliability.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
he  was  faithful  to  every  trust,  and  retired  from 
his  duties  with  the  respect  of  those  who  had  worked 
under  him  and  the  fullest  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployers. During  the  last  five  years  of  his  life  he 
devoted  himself  to  looking  after  his  property.  He 
died  suddenly,  of  heart  failure,  June  28,  1886,  at 
the  home  now  occupied  by  his  widow  and  daugh- 
ter, at  No.  52  South  First  street,  Meriden,  and 
was  buried  in  the  West  cemetery.  Mr.  Milroy  at- 
tended the  Congregational  Church.  He  was  a  man 
of  quiet  habits  and  domestic  tastes,  devoted  to 
his  wife,  home  and  family,  and  stood  high  in  the 
regard  of  all  who  knew  him,  in  any  of  the  rela- 
tions of  life.  His  political  support  was  given  to 
the  Republican  party,  but  he  was  no  active  partisan 
or  office  seeker,  having  no  desire  for  public  prefer- 
ment. However,  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the 
Third  ward  in  the  city  council,  and  discharged  his 
duties  faithfully  and  well,  his  services  being  char- 
acterized by  the  same  carefulness  and  rigid  hon- 
esty which  marked  all  his  work. 

In  1850  Mr.  Milroy  was  married,  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  to  Margaret  Scott,  also  a  native  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, Scotland,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jes- 
sie (Thompson)  Scott,  who  were  born  in  that 
place  and  died  there.  Two  children  blessed  this 
union,  John  C.  and  Agnes  Jessie,  the  latter  resid- 
ing with  her  mother.  Mrs.  Margaret  ^Milroy  is  a 
woman  of  fine  character,  possessed  of  a  social,  lov- 
ing disposition,  and  has  been  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  careful  in  the  rearing  of  her  children,  and 
thrifty  in  the  management  of  her  household  af- 
fairs. She  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  and 
workers  in  the  First  Congregational  Church. 

ALBERT  Z.  DOWNS  was  born  in  Woodbury, 
Conn.,  Dec.  31,  1838,  a  son  of  Albert  Z.  Downs, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Bethany.  Conn.,  in  1806,  and 
died  June  19,  1884,  in  Westville. 

Zeri  Downs,  father  of  Albert  Z.,  Sr..  was  born 
in  Bethany,  in  1769.  one  of  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren born  to  Samuel  Downs,  of  Woodbridge,  and 
died  May  3,  1840,  in  Bethlehem,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  business  as  a  tailor  and  farmer.  He 
married  Rachel  Sanford.  who  was  lK>rn  in  1769. 
a  daughter  of  Elezhu  and  Sybil  (Dickerman)  San- 
ford, of  Woodbridge;  she  died  May  22,  1861.     To 


this  union  was  born  the  following  family :  Wealthy, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Cowles,  and  lived  in  Bethlehem; 
Anna,  who  married,  first,  a  Mr.  Kimberly,  and  on 
his  death,  Shclton  Brown,  and  lived  in  Bethle- 
hem; Willis,  who  was  born  in  Woodbridge  in  1788, 
married  Milicent  Gurnsey,  and  engaged  in  the 
grist  and  sawmill  business  in  Woodbury  until  his 
death,  June  2,  i860;  Lucrctia,  who  married  F'red- 
erick  Ludington,  and  lived  in  Bethlehem,  where  she 
died  in  1843;  Betsy,  who  was  born  in  1804,  died 
unmarried  Jan.  11,  1849;  Louis,  a  mechanic,  who 
married  Louisa  Buell,  and  lived  in  Derby;  Albert 
Z. ;  Frederick,  who  married  Phoebe  Hawley,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bethlehem ;  Brintha,  who 
married  William  Cash,  a  sea  captain,  and  had  her 
home  in  Groton,  Conn. ;  Henry,  who  was  born  in 
1817,  married  Fannie  Gabriel,  in  New  Haven,  and 
died  in   1872. 

Albert  Z.  Downs  was  married,  Oct.  12,  1830, 
to  Sarah  Pritchard,  who  was  born  May  22,  181 1, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Pritchard, 
of  Waterbury,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1895.  For  some 
time  after  their  marriage  they  lived  in  Waterbury, 
where  he  was  a  cabinetmaker,  and  then  moved  to 
\\'oodbury,  and  there  Mr.  Downs  engaged  in  mill- 
ing. From  that  point  they  moved  to  Bethlehem, 
and  he  engaged  in  a  store  in  New  Haven.  Their 
home  was  brightened  by  eleven  children :  Francis 
H.,  born  May  12,  1832,  is  now  living  in  Oklahoma; 
James  I.,  born  Dec.  16,  1833.  became  an  engineer, 
and  died  Sept.  3,  1889;  Frederick  A.,  born  Nov. 
22,  1835,  married  Amanda  Bales,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Kansas,  and  died  July  18,  1901 ;  Albert  Z. ; 
I  Edward  S.,  born  Feb.  15.  1841,  married  Hattie 
I  Umberfield.  engaged  in  paper  making,  and  died 
i  Sept.  10,  1880;  Sarah  L.,  born  April  21.  1843.  iriar- 
I  ried  Smith  Abbott,  and  lives  in  Derby ;  William 
I  P.,  born  Sept.  16.  1845,  married  Emma  Boardman, 
I  and  lives  in  Westville;  Maria  E.,  born  Oct.  31, 
1847,  married  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  and  lives  in 
Westville ;  Ella  C,  born  Oct.  18,  1850,  is  unmar- 
ried: Helen  A.,  born  April  21,  1853,  married  S. 
Hart  Culver,  and  lives  in  Seymour:  and  Clara  J., 
born  Islay  12,  1855,  died  Feb.  5,  i860.  Five  of 
these  served  their  country  faithfully  and  well  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war:  Francis  H.  served  in  an  Indi- 
ana battery :  Frederick  A.  in  the  loth  Iowa  \'.  I. ; 
Edward  S.  in  the  6th  Conn.  \'.  I.  with  his  brother 
Albert  Z. :  and  William  P.  in  the  27th  Conn.  V.  I., 
and  later  spent  two  years  in  the  navy.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  on  the  expiration  of  their  first 
enlistment  each  one  of  these  brothers  re-enlisted. 
Albert  Z.  Downs  lived  in  Woodbury  until  he 
was  eleven  years  old.  and  attended  the  Miner  Town 
district  school.  When  he  removed  to  Bethlehem 
I  he  attended  winter  school  for  five  years,  being  en- 
gaged on  the  farm  in  the  summer  season.  In  1855 
he  came  to  Westville,  and  has  been  here  to  the 
present  time.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade, 
spending  four  years  in  his  apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Downs  enlisted  in  Company  F.  6th  Conn. 
V.   I.,  and   was  mustered   into   the   United  States 
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service  Sept.  7,  1861.  In  1863  he  was  detailed  to 
service  as  armorer,  and  on  Dec.  4,  1863.  he  re- 
enlisted.  He  was  mustered  out  Aug.  21,  1865,  after 
having  seen  much  active  service.  Returning  to 
Westville,  he  began  work  for  A.  Beecher  &  Sons, 
match  manufacturers,  being  employed  by  them  as 
a  machinist  and  blacksmith,  and  is  still  with  that 
firm. 

On  May  i,  1867,  Mr.  Downs  was  married  to 
Miss  Emily  A.  Evarts,  a  daughter  of  James  M.  and 
Emily  (Clark)  Evarts,  and  to  rhis  union  have  been 
born  four  children  :  Linna  E.,  born  Oct.  26,  1868, 
married  \\'altcr  Pond,  and  lives  in  New  Haven ; 
James  E.,  born  Dec.  6,  1871,  is  a  machinist;  Edith 
A.,  born  Oct.  i,  1873,  I'^'^s  at  home:  Alberta  M., 
born  Oct.  2,  1875,  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Downs  is 
a  Republican  in  politics.  Since  1864  he  has  be- 
longed to  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he 
also  belongs  to  the  American  Mechanics,  being  a 
charter  member  of  Garfield  Council ;  and  Admiral 
Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R.  In  his  religious  belief  he  is 
a  Congregationalist,  and  is  the  clerk  and  a  deacon 
of  .the  Westville  Congregational  Church,  having 
been  clerk  for  sixteen  years. 

GEORGE  ALBERT  LEWIS.  On  the  paternal 
side  Mr.  Lewis'  family  is  of  French  extraction.  The 
patronymic  was  originally  Louis,  and  the  first  pro- 
genitor on  American  soil  was  Jean  Louis,  a  French 
Huguenot,  who  was  knighted  on  the  field  of  battle 
by  Henry  of  Navarre.  He  emigrated  from  his  na- 
tive land  to  Sandwich,  England,  and  thence  in  1635 
to  America,  making  the  voyage  in  the  ship  "Her- 
cules." He  adopted  the  English  orthography  of 
both  Christian  and  surnames,  and  was  known  as 
John  Lewis.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  were  the 
parents  of  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Simsbury,  who  is  the 
next  ancestor  in  the  line  of  George  A.  Lewis. 

(II)  Joseph  Lewis,  of  Simsbury,  on  April  30, 
1674,  married  Elizabeth  Case,  and  was  the  father 
of  Joseph  (2). 

(III)  Joseph  Lewis  (2)  became  a  deacon  in 
the  church.  He  married  Sarah  Andrus,  a  daughter 
of  Abraham  Andrus,  their  marriage  taking  place 
April  7,  1703. 

(IV)  Samuel  Lewis,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  and 
the  great-grandfather  of  George  A.  Lewis,  was 
united  in  marriage  May  19,  1743,  to  Hannah  Pew, 
who  died  July  2,  1754. 

(V7  Milo  Lewis,  son  of  Samuel,  married  Susan, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Beecher,  and  became  the  father 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters :  Thomas,  Sam- 
uel J.,  George,  William,  Mary,  Jane  and  Caroline. 
Thomas  was  a  woolen  manufacturer  of  Xauga- 
tuck,  in  which  town  he  passed  his  life.  George  was 
a  practicing  physician  in  New  York  until  failing 
health  necessitated  his  retirement :  he  died  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  William  was  a  farmer,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  conducted  both  a 
wheelwright's  shop  and  a  cotton  mill,  at  Cotton 
Hollow,  in  the  township  of  Xaugatuck.  Mary  mar- 
ried Abram  Beecher,  who  lived  in  the  South,  and 


is  long  since  dead.  Jane  married  James  Aldridge, 
who  died  many  years  ago;  she  now  lives  in  Den- 
ver. Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Deacon  John 
Merriman,  who  was  for  many  years  connected  with 
one  of  the  banks  of  Xew  Haven,  in  which  city  he 
was  born  and  where  he  died. 

(VIj    Samuel  J.   Lewis,   son   of   Milo,   and   fa- 
ther of  George  A.,  was  born  in  Xaugatuck  in  June, 
1817.     He  married  Mary  E.  Lewis,  who  was  born 
in  Xew  Haven  June  3,  1818,  daughter  of  Edwin  E. 
Lewis.     .A.  brief  genealogical  history  ot  her  family 
may  be  found  in  the  succeeding  paragraph.    About 
I   1843,  shortly  after  their  marriage,  Samuel  J.  Lewis 
i  and   his   wife  came  to  live  in   Xaugatuck.   and   in 
I   1845  -^^i"-  Lewis  organized  the  Goodyear"s  Metallic 
j  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  of  which  he  was  made  president, 
I  retaining  that  post  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
I  in  1858,     He  was  a  \N'hig  in  politics,  and  a  Con- 
gregationalist  in    religious    faith,   and   was   instru- 
mental   in   building   the    church    of   that    creed    in 
Xaugatuck;  he  was  a  liberal  supporter  of  its  vari- 
ous enterprises,  and  always  took  a  prominent  part 
in   directing  its   affairs.      Mrs.    Mary   E.    (Lewis) 
Lewis  died  June  12,  1850. 

Rev.  John  Lewis,  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
George  A.  Lewis,  died  April  9,   1792.     He  was  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.    He  was  twice 
j  married,  and  had  issue  by  both  unions,  Edwin  E., 
I  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  being  the 
I  only  son  by  the  second  wife,  Eunice   (Williams). 
I  Edwin  E.  Lewis  was  born  Xov.  9,  1790,  in  Rocky 
j  Hill    township,   Hartford   Co.,   Conn.      During   the 
I  greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  engaged  as  a  mer- 
I  chant  in  X'orth  Carolina,  and  in  his  later  years  he 
made  his  home  in  Oxford,  Conn.,   where  he  died 
May  27,  1880.    He  married  Maria  Tomlinson,  who 
was  born  Aug.   i,   1789,   in  what  is  now  Oxford, 
Conn.,  and  died  Jan.  10,  1868.     She  was  the  third 
child  and  eldest  daughter  of  David  Tomlinson,  an 
extensive  farmer  and  merchant  of  Oxford,  Conn., 
who  died  March  24,  1822,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one; 
he  married  Lorena  Bacon,  daughter  of  Jabez  Bacon, 
a  merchant  of  Woodbury,  and  their  family  num- 
bered fourteen  children,  viz.:     Charles,  David  (i), 
Maria,  David  (2),  Lorena,  Lydia  A..  Jane  C,  Ben- 
net  B.,   George  and  Jeanette    (t^vins),   Mary  Ann, 
Henrietta,  Eliza  and  William.     To   Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Edwin  E.  Lewis  were  born  five  children  :     Maria 
A.,  Mary  E.,  Elizabeth  S.,  Jane  C.  and  Edwin  A. 
MisB)  Maria  A.  is  the  only  survivor.     Mary  E.  mar- 
ried  Samuel   J.   Lewis,   the   father  of   George  A. 
Lewis. 

George  A.  Lewis  was  born  at  Sharon.  Conn., 
Feb.  II,  1843,  ^nd  at  the  early  age  of  seven  \ears 
sustained  the  well-nigh  irreparable  loss  of  a  moth- 
er's tender  care.  He  grew  up  in  Xaugatuck.  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Xew 
Haven  and  Middletown,  and  after  leaving  school 
spent  three  or  four  years  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
M.  &  C.  J.  Camp  &  Co.,  of  Winsted.  The  hours 
were  long,  from  five  in  the  morning  to  eleven  at 
night ;  the  pittance  paid  him  was  small ;  and  much 
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of  the  work  was  distasteful,  his  first  tasks  being 
those  of  a  boy  in  the  barn.  He  was  not,  however, 
of  the  sort  that  fakers  or  jjrows  weary.  To  phys- 
ical stamina  he  joins  mental  and  moral  powers  of  a 
hig'h  order,  firm  resolve  and  an  almost  unlimited  ca- 
pacity for  hard  work.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
obtained  employment  for  a  few  months  as  a  clerk 
in  the  commissary  department  of  the  army,  and  in 
1864  he  returned  to  Xaugatuck  to  become  book- 
keper  for  the  Goodyear's  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co. 
There  he  displayed  such  natural  aptitude  for  the 
management  of  important  affairs,  such  untiring  en- 
ergy and  such  absolute  ndelity  to  everv  trust,  that 
he  rose  to  be  secretary,  and  finally  treasurer  and 
general  manager.  He  continued  to  discharge  the 
arduous  and  responsible  oVities  of  this  position  with 
characteristic  faithfulness  and  zeal  from  1877  to 
1898.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Beacon  Falls  Rubber  Shoe  Co., 
a  concern  whose  growth  and  development  he  has 
materially  aided  in  stimulating.  Meanwhile,  in 
1883,  he  had  been  made  president  of  the  Xaugatuck 
National  Bank,  which  incumbency  he  still  retains, 
and  he  is  also  conspicuously  identified  with  other 
local  corporations,  of  a  semi-public  nature.  Mr. 
Lewis  is  recognized  as  one  of  Xaugatuck's  sub- 
stantial, public-spirited  and  influential  citizens.  He 
is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  although  not  partic- 
ularly active  in  the  councils  of  the  fraternity.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  to  the  support  of  which 
he  contributes  generously.  His  handsome  resi- 
dence stands  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the  bor- 
ough, and  his  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
that  center  of  charming  homes. 

On  May  16,  1867,  Mr.  Lewis  married  Emma  F. 
Lewis,  his  first  cousin,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Lewis,  Esq.  She  died  March  2,  1899,  in 
Florida,  whither  she  had  gone  in  the  vain  hope 
of  restoring  her  health.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  son,  Tracy  S.,  who  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Beacon  Falls  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  a  position 
for  which  he  had  qualified  himself  by  the  perform- 
ance of  similar  duties  in  the  employ  of  the  Good- 
year's  Metallic  Rubber  Shoe  Co.  On  March  20, 
1900,  George  A.  Lewis  married  Harriet  F.  Rossiter. 
daughter  of  S.  F.  Rossiter,  of  Claremont,  Xew 
Hampshire.  One  son,  George  Albert,  Jr.,  has  been 
born  of  this  marriage. 

BEXJAMIX  LOTT  LAMBERT  was  born  Dec. 
28,  1825,  in  Orange.  Xew  Haven  Co..  Conn.,  one  of 
the  family  of  si.x  children  of  Benjamin  Lott  and 
Eunice  (Hemingway)  Lambert,  and  only  brother  of 
Denison  D.  Lambert,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Mr.  Lambert's  father  died  before  he 
was  bom.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  X'^ew 
Haven  to  learn  the  joiners  trade  at  the  same  place 
as  his  brother,  and  after  completing  his  apprentice- 
ship went  South,  assisting  his  brother  in  building 
houses  and  selling  mills.      He  went  to    Georgia  to 
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help  his  brother  at  two  other  times.  The  year  of  his 
brother's  death — 1871 — he  commenced  tiie  real- 
estate  business,  in  wliich  he  has  continued  up  to  the 
present  time.  By  his  upright  life  and  sterling  in- 
tegrity lie  has  gained  the  respect  of  his  business  as- 
sociates and  the  whole  comnnmity.  His  residence 
has  been  for  many  years  at  Xo.  12  Eld  street,  Xew 
Haven. 

In  1852  Mr.  Lambert  married  Susan  A.  Treat, 
of  Orange,  who  is  still  living.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Xcttie  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  The- 
odore B.  Willson.  and  two  grand-daughters,  Ger- 
trude and  Marguerite. 

WYLLYS  PECK  was  during  a  long  and  busy 
life  a  prominent  factor  in  commercial  circles  in  Xew 
Haven,  Conn.  He  was  born  Aug.  15,  1797,  in  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.,  and  he  died-  April  9,  1869. 

The  Peck  family  is  an  old  and  honored  one  in 
Connecticut,  and  Xathan  Peck,  father  of  W'yllys, 
was  until  his  death  a  very  large  land  owner  in  this 
county.  A  native  of  Milford,  he  moved. to  Xew 
Haven  in  1799,  and  owned  much  of  the  property 
which  has  been  devoted  to  cemetery  purposes  in 
ihis  vicinity,  notably  the  land  now  comprised  ia 
Evergreen  cemetery,  in  this  city,  as  well  as  twentv- 
five  acres  just  back  of  the  Xew  Haven  Hospital. 
Xathan  Peck  married  Mehitable  Tibbels,  of  Mil- 
ford,  and  their  four  children  were :  (i )  Wyllys,. 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  (2)  Xathan,  who'  was 
in  business  for  a  time  with  Lis  two  brothers,  and 
later  became  a  financier  and  the  president  of  the 
Merchants'  X'ational  Bank;  (3)  Henry  E.,  whose 
promising  career  was  cut  short  by  an  early  death ;,  1 
(4)  Caroline,  who  married  Rev.  John  Churchill,  I 
of  \Voodbu'r\-.  All  of  the  family  with  the  excep-  1 
tion  of  Wyllys,  who  was  the.  eldest,  were  born  in. 
Xew  Haven. 

Wyllys  Peck  obtained  his  education  in  the  Xew 
Haven  schools  and  then  became  a  clerk  in  one  of 
the  city  stores,  still  later  engaging  in  the  tailoring 
business.  His  success,  however,  was  obtained  in 
the  shipping  trade.  Associated  with  his  two  broth- 
ers, he  bought  great  numbers  of  mules,  which  were 
shipped  to  the  West  Indies  and  exchanged  for 
m.olasses,  sugar  and  other  products  of  those  isl- 
ands. 

On  Oct.  27,  1859,  Mr.  Peck  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Gillette,  a  daughter  of  the  distinguished 
Rev.  Moses  Gillette,  of  Rome,  X".  Y.  The  latter 
was  born  in  X'ew  Hartford.  Conn.,  April  19,  1776, 
and  married  Harriet  Mills,  of  West  Hartford, 
Ccnn.,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Jedediah  Mills,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  son  of  Gideon  Mills. 
The  Mills  family  came  from  Canton,  Conn.  Rev. 
Moses  Gillette's  father,  Mathew  Gillette,  was  also 
a  member  of  the  patriot  army.  His  father  was  also- 
named  Mathew  Gillette,  and  the  Gillettes  are  one 
of  the  old,  honorable  and  loyal  faniilies  of  Xew 
England.  All  were  born  in  Xew  Hartford.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  Rev.  Moses  Gillette:     Lucv ; 
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Catherine,  wife  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Ingersoll ;  John  M.; 
Jtdediah  Mills ;  Annie ;  Harriet  M.,  who  died  Jan. 
2,  1901,  in  Xcw  Haven,  Conn.;  Henry;  and  Sarah, 
Mrs.  Peck,  who  was  the  youngest,  and  is  the  only 
survivor.  As  a  testimonial  of  atYection  Mrs.  Peck 
has  had  place  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  a  beautiful  brass  tablet,  24x42  inches, 
inscribed  as  follows : 

1776— In  Memory  of— 1848 

Rev.  MosL'S  Gillette 

First  Pastor  of  this  Church 

1807—1837. 

Born  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  Apr.  19,  1776. 

Graduated   from    Vale   College   Class  of    1804. 

Died  in  this  city  June  4,  1848. 

They  that  turn  many  m  Righteousness 

shall  shine  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever. 

)   (Daniel  xii,  3.) 
This  tablet  is  placed  here  by    his  daughter, 
Sarah  Gillette  Peck. 

This  beautiful  tablet  has  been  justly  admired 
and  considered  a  fitting  memorial  to  one  who  for  so 
many  years  labored  as  the  faithful  pastor  of  this 
charge. 

No  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck. 
Both  were  always  connected  with  the  United  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  prominent  in  social  life. 
In  his  political  sympathies  ]Mr.  Peck  was  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  for  many  years  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  that  party. 

ELI  W.  BLAKE,  M.  D.,  was  for  many  years  a 
leading  physician  in  New  Haven,  widely  known 
through  the  State  for  his  skill  and  ability,  and  \\-as 
jnuch  interested  in  educational  matters. 

Dr.  Blake  was  born  in  Xew  Haven  iii  1820,  son 
of  Philas  and  Esther  (Hotchkiss)  Blake,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  \\'estl>5ro,  Mass.,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  engaged,  with  his  two  broth- 
ers, in  business  with  Eli  Whitney.  Later  he  estab- 
lished a  shop  in  which  work  was  dene  on  inventions 
in  hardware  specialties,  and  later  a  large  factory 
was  built  for  their  manufacture  in  W'estvnlle,  to 
which  his  attention  was  given  until  the  close  of  his 
life.  His  most  worthy  wife,  Esther  Hotchkiss,  was 
born  in  Wtstville.  They  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  all  now  deceased,  she  surviving  Mr. 
Blake  and  some  of  her  children. 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  Eli  W.  Blake  was  passed 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  received  his  preparatory 
education.  Later  he  entered  Yale  College,  gradu- 
ating in  the  class  of  1839,  and  later  in  medicine 
from.  ^Harvard  College,  m  the  class  of  1S42:  he  was 
a  classmate  of  some  of  the  most  brilliant  men  of  the 
time.  Dr.  Bl.'ike  immediatelv  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  noble  profession,  coming  to  New  Haven 
in  1864,  retiring  from  active  work  but  a  short  time 
prior  to  his  death,  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years. 

In  October,  1842,  Dr.  Blake  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Fannie  T.  Babcock.  who  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Sidney  and  Susan 
{Thompson}   Babcock,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 


bookseller  and  publisher  in  this  city,  a  well-known 
and  resixinsible  man,  and  one  who  at  that  time  was 
the  leading  exponent  of  tiie  publishing  business  in 
Xew  Haven.  Mr.  Bal>cock  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  marriul  Susan  Thompson,  who 
was  a  native  of  Stratford,  and  they  reared  a  family 
of  seven  children,  the  two  survivors  being:  Mrs. 
Blake,  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Eli  W.  Blake; 
and  Cornelia,  Mrs.  Clark,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. :  Henry 
H.,  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  for  many  years  col- 
lector of  the  port,  died  Dec.  2,  1901.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
The  family  were  members  of  Trinity  Church,  of 
which  for  a  long  period  Mr.  Babcock  was  a  vestry- 
man. 

To  Dr.  and  ^Irs.  Blake  were  born  four  children, 
the  only  one  growing  to  manhood  being  Frank 
Whitney,  who  was  born  in  Boston.  Mass.  After  a 
thorough  preparatory  education  he  entered  Yale 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1872.  Later 
he  entered  a  Theological  Seminary  at  Fairbault, 
Minn.,  graduating  there,  and  being  ordained  dea- 
con in  1875.  His  health  had  become  very  precari- 
ous, and,  although  the  invigorating  climate  of  Colo- 
rado was  sought,  this  bright  and  brilliant  life  went 
out  in  the  same  year.  His  ambition  had  ever  been 
to  be  in  the  very  front  rank  of  intellectual  life,  and 
he  had  attained  his  wish,  although  a  failure  of  eye- 
sight compelkd  him  to  acquire  knowledge  through 
the  lips  of  others.  Few  young  men  have  ever  had 
seemingly  brighter  prospects,  as  he  was  gifted  in 
both  mind  and  heart.  Although  the  family  relig- 
ious home  was  in  Trinity  Church.  Dr.  Blake  alter- 
nated, sometin-.);s  attending  that  place  of  worship, 
with  his  wife,  and  at  other  times  joining  in  the 
services  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  in 
either  place  he  was  the  devout  listener  to  Divine 
truth,  its  influence  dominating  his  life. 

HON.  CHARLES  F.  BROOKER.  The  pres- 
idency of  a  large  manufacturing  corporation  like 
that  of  the  Coe  Brass  Works,  at  Ansonia,  a  position 
held  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  is  one  that  can  only  be  attained  after  vears 
of  application  and  experience  in  business  affairs. 
A  man  of  tact  and  ability,  earnest,  energetic  and 
faithful  through  a  period  of  a  third  of  a  century's 
service  with  the  Coe  Company,  Mr.  Brooker  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  success,  and  the  position  he  is 
so  creditably  hlling  is  a  recognition  of  his  fitness 
for  the  high  trust  and  of  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him. 

Mr.  Brooker  is  decended  from  an  old  and  hon- 
orable Xew  England  ancestry.  He  is  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  John  Brooker,  the  line  of  his  de- 
scent being  through  Abraham,  Abraham  (2),  Sam- 
uel and  Martin. 

(I)  John  Brooker  was  at  Guilford.  Conn.,  in 
1695.  Evidences  point  to  his  having  been  previ- 
ously at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  he  bought  land  in  Kil- 
lingworth  (now  Clinton)  in  1708.  By  occupation 
he   was   a   shipwright.     He   united   with   the   old 
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church  in  Killingworth  in  171 1,  and  his  wife,  Mary, 

in  1714- 

(il)  A'braliam  Brooker,  son  of  John  Brooker, 
born  in  1705,  married  prior  to  1735,  in  which  year 
he  settled  in  CUiiton  near  his  father.  He  was  a 
merchant  and  accumulated  considerable  of  an  es- 
tate for  so  young  a  man.     His  will  was  made  in 

1739- 

(HI)  Abraham  Brooker  (2),  son  of  Abraham 
Brooker,  born  Aug.  17,  1736,  married  in  1758, 
Tamar  Murry,  of  Guilford,  Conn.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  three  years  of  age,  and  his  mother  and 
five  children,  probably  remained  in  what  is  now 
Clinton  some  years.  Some  of  the  land  left  by  his 
^grandfather  on  Chestnut  Hill  fell  to  him,  which  he 
sold  in  1759,  when  he  was  living  in  Branford.  His 
marriage  is  recorded  in"  Branford.  where  he  was 
probably  living  at  the  time,  and  there  his  wife  died 
in  Branford.    He  died  in  Wolcottville. 

(IV)  Samuel  Brooker,  son  of  Abraham  Brook- 
er (2),  was  born  in  1774.  He  went  to  Torrington 
when  a  young  man,  and  married  }\Iary  Cook,  of 
Harwinton.  He  purchased  a  farm  then  located  in 
Litchfield,  a  little  south  of  Wolcottville,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  He  was  a  successful  farmer.  He 
died  in  1856,  and  his  wife  died  in  1852.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Warren;  Russell,  born  in  1802,  located 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio ;  Ursula,  born  in  1804,  mar- 
ried Salah  Root;  Mary,  born  in  1807,  died  in  1812; 
Chester,  born  in  1810;  Samuel,  born  in  1813;  and 
Martin,  born  in  1816. 

(V)  Martin  Brooker,  son  of  Samuel  Brooker 
and  the  father  of  Hon.  Charles  F.  Brooker,  was 
born  April  5,  1816.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits.  On  May  3,  1838, 
he  married,  Sarah  Maria,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sey- 
mour. He  died  Feb.  24,  1874,  and  .his  widow 
passed  away  April  3.  1876.  They  were  esteemed 
and  respected  by  the  community  in  which  they  lived, 
and  were  useful  citizens.  Their  children  were :  Eliza 
Seymour,  born  May  10,  1840,  married  Joseph 
Travis;  Emma  Maria,  born  Aug.  17,  1842,  married 
Stephen  Oviatt ;  Charles  F.,  born  March  4,  1847; 
Edward  Martin,  born  Nov.  20,  1850.  died  in  1S53; 
Mary  Lura,  born  Oct.  22,  1853;  and  Sarah  Maria, 
born  Aug.  9,  1856,  died  in  1872. 

Charles  F.  Brooker,  son  of  Martin  Brooker  and 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
•common  schools  of  Litchfield  county.  He  early  be- 
<:ame  identified  with  the  Coe  Brass  Manufacturing 
Co.,  in  the  interests  of  which  he  has  given  the  best 
efforts  of  his  life.  He  has  risen,  solely  through 
merit,  from  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  to  the 
top  one.  Mr.  Brooker  has  made  a  dozen  or  more 
trips  abroad  in  the  interests  of  the  company,  travel- 
ing in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  In  1875  he 
represented  the  town  of  Torrington  in  the  General 
Assembly,  among  his  colleagues  from  Litchfield 
county  being  Henry  Gay,  the  Winsted  banker,  and 
States  Attorney  James  Huntington,  of  Wootlbury. 
IMr.   Brooker  is  a  prominent  Republican,  and  has 


served  on  the  State  Central  Committee  from  his  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  In  1890  he  was  selected,  owing 
to  his  fitness  for  the  place  'gained  from  extensive 
travel  and  bnsinoss  exjierience,  and  apjKiinted  by 
Gov.  Bulkciey,  one  of  the  alternate  commissioners 
from  Connecticut  to  the  World's  Fair.  Mr.  Brook- 
er is  one  of  the  most  active  and  brightest  business 
men  in  western  Connecticut,  and  he  is  a  director  in 
various  banks  and  manufacturing  corporations. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Union  League  Club 
of  Xew  York,  and  of  the  Engineers'  Club  of  that 
city.  He  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church. 

The  Coe  Brass  Company,  which  has  a  world 
wide  reputation  and  with  which  Mr.  Brooker  has 
been  so  long  identified,  was  organized  in  1863, 
when  L.  W.  Coe  bought  all  the  stock  of  the  Wol- 
cottville Brass  Co.,  which  in  1841  was  the  successor 
of  a  business  established  in  1834.  at  which  time 
Israel  Coe,  Anson  G.  Phelps  and  John  Hungerford 
began  to  make  brass  kettles.  The  company  has 
gradually,  but  surely,  gained  a  high  position  as  one 
of  the  leading  establishments  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  States,  and  its  products  find  a  ready  market 
on  both  sides  of  the  ocean.  At  the  present  time 
the  manufacturing  of  the  company  is  carried  on  bv 
half  a  dozen  steam-engines  with  water-power  in 
addition,  and  it  gives  employment  to  hundreds  of 
persons.  The  capital  of  the  main  company  has 
been  increased  from  $100,000  to  $325,000,  and  few 
establishments  in  the  State  have  advanced  more 
rapidly  and  successfully.  The  mills  at  Ansonia 
were  formerly  conducted  by  Wallace  &  Sons.  The 
main  office  and  mills  of  the  Coe  Brass  Company  are 
located  at  Torrington,  and  they  have  an  office  at 
their  branch  plant  at  Ansonia,  employing  fifteen 
hundred  people.  At  the  Ansonia  mills  are  manufac- 
tured braziers,  sheeting  and  bolt  copper,  mirror- 
finished  cold  rolled  copper,  patent  leveled  cornice 
copper,  and  copper  wire  for  all  purposes. 

REV.  JOHX  PARKER,  whose  name  is  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  early  history  of  Meri- 
den,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1805,  in  Cheshire.  Xew  Ha- 
ven Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Stephen  and  Rebecca  (Ray~) 
Parker.  His  descent  from  William  Parker,  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  Hartford  in  1636,  through  John, 
Edward.  Joel  and  Stephen,  is  shown,  with  a  brief  j 
sketch  of  each,  in  the  biography  of  Charles  Parker, 
elsewhere. 

John  Parker  received  the  rudiments  of  an  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  His 
was  a  religious  nature,  and  he  very  early  decided 
to  fit  himself  for  the  Christian  ministry.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  resolution  he  engaged  in  the  study 
of  theology  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  in  Middle- 
town.  Conn.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years,  in  183 1.  Entering  imme- 
diately upon  his  cherished  task  of  preaching  the 
Gospel,  he  was  stationed  two  years  at  \\'ebster. 
Mass.    In  1833-34  he  preached  at  Xewton ;  in  1835 
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at  Holliston;  in  1836-37  at  Lowell ;  in  1838-39  at 
Lynn;  in  1840  he  was  again  at  Molliston,  and  be- 
fore the  close  of  that  year  came  to  Meriden,  to  join 
,  his  brother,  Charles  Parker,  in  a  Iju.-^ness  under- 
taking. This  move  \\z&  made  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  his  voice,  which  prevented  further  work 
in  the  pulpit,  a  great  disappointment  to  both  him- 
self and  wife.  However,  he  did  not  abandon  relig- 
ious work,  and  preached  occasionally,  as  he  was 
able.  In  1843  he  was  active  in  forming  a  society 
of  Primitive  Methodists,  who  held  services  in  a 
building  subsequently  used  by  the  Parker  Brothers 
for  a  spectacle  shop.  Through  the  exertions  of 
these  brothers  the  Alethodist  Church  in  Meriden 
was  greatly  prospered,  as  they  were  far  from  nig- 
gardly in  financial  contributions.  Their  joint  con- 
tributions toward  the  erection  of  the  building  at 
first  occupied  by  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Meriden  exceeded  thirty  thousand  dollars.  This 
structure  is  now  occupied  by  the  curtain  fixture 
shop. 

Throughout  the  years  of  his  long  and  useful 
life  John  Parker  continued  to  contribute,  with  voice, 
labor  and  money,  to  the  promotion  of  every  work 
or  cause  devoted  to  the  uplifting  and  welfare  of 
humanity.  He  was  universally  beloved  and  re- 
spected, and  was  called  upon  to  till  many  positions 
of  responsibility  and  trust.  It  was  most  natural 
that  he  should  abhor  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  he 
was  among  the  first  partisans  of  the  Republican 
party.  As  in  every  other  duty  which  confronted 
him,  he  ably  served  the  community  as  selectman, 
justice  of  the  peace,  judge  of  probate  and  repre- 
sentative in  the  State  Legislature,  being  elected  to 
the  latter  body  in  1870.  Full  of  years  and  honors, 
he  laid  down  his  labors  June  21,  1802.  and  loving 
friends  gave  his  body  sepulture  in  the  East  ceme- 
tery, Meriden.  Among  the  most  sincere  mourners 
at  his  death  were  his  brethren  of  the  ]\Iasonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  he  had  long  been  active  and  useful. 
He  w-as  made  a  Master  Mason  Dec.  11.  1848,  in 
Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  of  Xew  Britain.  He  was 
a  charter  member  and  the  first  Worshipful  Master 
of  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  jy,  of  Meriden,  of  which 
he  also  served  as  treasurer  and  chaplain :  was  made 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  2"/  ; 
and  belonged  to  Hamilton>  Council,  Xo.  22,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
No.  9,  Knights  Templar,  all  of  Meriden.  He  was 
among  the  first  Odd  Fellows  of  Meriden. 

Mr.  Parker  was  married,  in  March.  1832,  to 
Miss  Emily  Ward,  of  Ashfield,  Mass,  who  died 
June  I,  1867.  Her  children  were:  Emily.  George 
White,  Mary  and  Frank  Milton,  all  of  whom  died 
without  issue.  On  Jan.  22,  1868,  Mr.  Parker  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  A.  Belden,  of  Meriden,  who  sur- 
vives him. 

Mr.  Parker  was  one  fitted  to  lead,  and  was  al- 
W'ays  ready  to  participate  in  every  good  work.  He 
ever  sought  to  find  gootl  in  people,  rather  than  evil, 
and  to  aid  those  in  need  of  instruction  or  material 


assistance.  With  advancing  age  lie  was  obliged  to 
abandon  most  of  his  activities,  but  his  faith  ami 
kind  heart  reached  out  to  the  world  to  the  last.  In 
his  demise  ^Icriden  lost  one  of  her  most  valuable 
citizens  and  the  cause  of  humanity  one  of  its  most 
useful  laborers. 

HEZEKIAH  B.VLDWIX  BEARDSLEY,  who 
passed  away  April  21,  lyoi.  was  a  leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Milford.  Mr.  Beardslev  was 
born  April  30.  1836,  in  Stratford.  Conn.,  son  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Beardsley.  His 
family  is  of  the  best  pioneer  stock,  and  his  great- 
grandfather, Capt.  William  Beardsley,  won  dis- 
tinction during  the  Revolutionary  war  by  his  cour- 
age and  leadership. 

William  Beardslev.  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Stratford,  and  followed  farming  there. 
He  married  Sarah  Beach,  and  their  children  were: 
Henry  (deceased)  was  a  tinsmith  in  Bridgeport; 
Charles  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ;  Stephen 
and  Wilson  (both  deceased)  resided  in  Stratford; 
Lucretia  married  a  Mr.  Crofut ;  Sarah  married 
Benjamin  Califf,  a  farmer  in  Fairfield  county ;  and 
Mirah  died  Oct.  11,  1839,  at  the  age  of  twentv- 
four. 

Charles  Beardsley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  1806  in  Stratford,  and  died  in  1S53. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  local  attairs  as  a  member  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Baldwin),  who  died 
in  18S9.  was  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Baldwin,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Joshua  Baldwin,  prominent 
fanners  of  Milford  in  their  day.  Eight  children 
were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Beardslev : 
Charles  W.,  a  farmer  in  Milford;  Abigail,  widow 
of  Charles  R.  Baldwin,  formerly  a  farmer  of  the 
same  town ;  Alvira,  who  resides  in  ^lilford ;  Heze- 
kiah B.,  our  subject;  George,  a  carpenter  in  Xew 
Haven ;  Theodore,  a  builder  in  Springfield.  Mass. ; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Edward  Clark,  a  farmer  in  Mil- 
ford;  and  Frederick  S.,  ag-nt  at  Xaugatuck  Junc- 
tion for  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Ha;-tford 
Railway  Co. 

Hezekiah  B.  Beardsley  was  a  boy  of  eight 
years  when  the  family  removed  from  Stratford  to 
Milford,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attended 
the  local  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  six- 
teen, when  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  Jirah  Stow,  of  Milford.  He  completed  his 
apprenticeship  with  Elijah  Baldwin,  of  the  same 
town,  continuing  until  he  attained  his  majoritv, 
and  then  went  to  Xew  Haven  as  foreman  for  Jonah 
F.  Clark.  While  there  'he  studied  advanced  math- 
ematics, in  order  to  gain  luore  perfect  knowledge 
and  skill  in  the  builder's  art.  On  entering  upon 
independent  business  life  he  foriued  a  copartner- 
ship with  George  G.  Baldwin,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Baldwin  &  Beardsley.  and  they  carried  on  the 
building  trade  successfullv  at  Xew  Haven  and  Mil- 
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ford  for  six  years,  after  which  Mr.  Beanlslev  was 
alone  in  the  work.  He  built  many  of  the  large 
factories  of  Xew  Haven  and  some  of  thv-  fir.est 
resiflences  in  the  State,  mchidinsj  thoje  of  Richard 
M.  I'^varts,  of  Xew  Haven.  Winslow  Williams,  of 
Yantic.  and  C.  H.  Pond  and  C).  S.  Hubboll,  of  Mil- 
ford.  Mr.  Beardsley  was  a  director  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Milford  Savings  Bank,  and  was  often 
called  upon  to  settle  estates  and'  appraise  prop- 
erty, his  judgment  being  much  esteemed  in  busi- 
ness circles.  He  was  also  interested  in  real  estate 
at  Brunswick,  Georgia. 

In  November,  1861.  Mr.  Beardshy  married 
Miss  Mary  Stow,  daughter  of  Capt.  Marcus  Stow, 
of  Milford.  Conn.  She  passed  from  earth  March 
22,  1899.  Their  only  child,  Helen  Stow,  married 
Frederick  S.  Beardsley,  of  Stratford.  Mr.  Beards- 
ley  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  of  Milford,  and  politically  was  a 
strong  Republican.  For  five  years  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  assessor. 

DOWNS.  For  several  generations  the  family 
bearing  this  name  have  been  prooiinently  identified 
with  the  social  and  business  life  of  the  towns  of 
Huntington  and  Derby,  notably  through  the  mid- 
dle and  latter  part  of  the  century  just  closed  in  the 
persons  of  the  late  Sidney  A.  and  Nelson  H.  Downs^ 
succeeded  by  their  sons.  Judge  William  Sidney 
Downs  and  Charles  Nelson  Downs,  sons  of  Sidney 
A.,  the  former  at  this  tinle  a  leading  lawyer  of 
Derby,  and  the  latter  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Home  Trust  Co..  are  sustaining  themselves  in 
the  reputation  made  in  the  community  by  the  older 
generations  of  the  family. 

The  elder  representatives  of  the  Downs  family 
were  agriculturists  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  were  of  sturdy  New  Eng- 
land stock  who  played  well  their  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  that  section.  Joseph  Downs,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Judge  and  Charles  N.  Downs, 
of  Derby,  was  born  Jan.  14,  1768,  and  was  married 
to  Hannah  Patterson,  born  July  28.  1767.  Mr. 
Downs  died  March  17.  1823,  and  his  widow  sur- 
vived until  June  9.  1857.  Their  children  were: 
James,  born  July  13,  1786,  died  Aug.  27,  1868; 
Philo,  born  Aug.  i,  1788,  died  June  15,  1862; 
Lewis  is  referred  to  farther  on :  Ezekiel,  born 
March  2,  1793.  died  March  28.  1866;  Hepsey,  born 
Sept.  2,  1795.  died  Aug.  11,  1874:  Beach,  born 
Dec.  18,  1797,  died  July  28.  1865  :  Hannah,  born 
Jan.  8,  1800.  died  Feb.  13,  1853;  ^Vebb.  born  July 
25,  1802,  died  March  9,  1874 -.  Eliza,  born  July 
2.  1804.  died  Oct.  24,  1846. 

i^ewis  Downs,  son  of  Joseph  and  the  grandfa- 
ther of  Judge  and  Charles  N.  Downs,  was  bom 
Dec.  19,  1790.  in  the  town  of  Huntington.  Conn. 
When  a  young  man  he  was  married  to  Hilary, 
daughter  of  Eli  Gilbert,  and  became  a  thrifty  farm- 
er and  influential  citizen  of  his  native  town,  where 
he  command'ed  the  resi>ect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 


low townsmen.  He  was  honored  by  the  citizens  of 
Huntington  with  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  in  1834.  and  served  them  judiciously. 
In  1848,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  old 
Manufacturers'  Bank  at  Birmingham,  which  in 
1865  became  the  Birmingham  National  Bank,  and 
he  was  chosen  one  of  its  first  board  of  directors. 
Mr.  Downs  lived  to  be  eighty-five  years  of  age, 
dying  March  19,  1876,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years.  The  latter's  parents,  too.  were 
long-lived  people,  her  father  dying  Oct.  18.  1847, 
aged  eighty-four  years,  and  her  mother  Sept.  2, 
1840,  aged  eighty-two.  The  children  of  Lewis 
Downs  and  his  wife  were:  Sidney  A.,  Henry  L., 
and  Nelson  H.  Henry  L.,  born  February  7.  1820, 
died  February  10,  1872.  An  account  of  the  other 
two  follows. 

Sidney  A.  Downs  was  born  Aug.  13.  1817, 
on  the  home  farm  in  the  town  of  Huntington, 
where  in  boyhood  he  was  occupied  as  was  then 
the  custom  of  the  sons  of  the  general  New  Eng- 
land farmer,  alternating  between  work  on  the  farm 
in  season,  and  at  school  in  the  winters.  In  1838 
he  located  in  the  village  of  Birmingham,  then  in 
its  infancy,  engaging  first  in  mercantile  business, 
but  later  in  the  hardware  trade  in  the  old  store 
which  twenty  years  ago  was  occupied  by  F.  Hal- 
lock  &  Co.  He  was  a  merchant  for  nearly  forty 
years.  Mr.  Downs  becani'C  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hoop  skirts,  which,  for  a  decade  follow- 
ing 1854,  was  a  popular  industry  in  Birmingham, 
and  up  to  January.  1880.  he  was  manager  of  the 
hous'e  of  Downs  &  Bassett,  manufacturers  of  cor- 
sets. Mr.  Downs'  early  business  career  was  con- 
temfKiraneous  with  such  men  as  John  I.  Howe, 
Donald  Judson,  Thomas  Burlock.  David  W.  Plumb, 
George  W.  Shelton.  Fitch  Smith.  David  Bassett, 
George  Kellogg.  Thomas  Wallace  and  many  others, 
all  prominent  and  active  business  men  of  1846.  and 
witli  those  named  and  others,  he  was  a  corporator 
of  the  Derby  Savings  Bank,  under  the  Charter  of 
May.  that  year.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  board 
of  directors  in  the  old  Manufacturers  Bank  at 
Birmingham,  chartered  in  1S4S.  and  which  in  iSl^S 
became  the  Birmingham  National  Bank.  Mr. 
Downs  held  nhny  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and 
was  the  administrator  of  many  estates.  He  was 
selectman  of  the  town  in  1S44.  1846.  1850.  1851. 
1875,  ^"d  1876.  He  also  served  as  town  clerk  ami 
assessor,  and  in  iSfio  was  judge  of  probate.  He 
was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  citizens  ui 
Derby,  and  in  his  business  relations  estal_)li^hed  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fidelity  which  few  pub- 
lic men  attain.     His  death  occurred  Junv^  4,   i8<>o. 

Mr.  Downs  was  married  to  Eliza  A.  I'.assett. 
born  March  12.  1818,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Mary  Elizabeth  (now  deceased), 
Frances  M..  William  Sidnev  and  Charles  Nelson. 
?ilrs.  Downs  died  June  5,  1867. 

Nelson  H.  Downs,  son  of  Lewis  and  brother 
of  Sidnev  A.,  was  born  Nov.  18,  182 1,  in  the  town 
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of  Huntington,  Conn.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
left  the  farm  and  went  to  the  neighboring  village  of 
Birmingham  to  engage  in  mercantile  business  with 
his  older  brother,  Sidney  A.,  who  had  preceded  him 
thither  a  year  or  two.  Some  seven  years  later  Nel- 
son H.  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business  on 
his  own  account,  at  first  making  carriage  joints, 
then  matches  and  later  tacks.  He  was  among  the 
first  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  hoop  skirts, 
and  the  very  first  in  the  village  of  Birmingham  to 
make  corsets.  He  possessed  great  business  fore- 
sight, and  early  saw  the  advantages,  and  with  char- 
acteristic promptness  he  anticipated  all  others  in 
the  erection  of  the  first  factory  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Housatonic  river.  He  was  also  attracted  by  the 
beautiful  eminence  beyond,  and  quicklv  made  pur- 
chases to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  early  erected 
on  a  point  commanding  a  charming  view  one  of  the 
grandest  and  most  complete  residences  in  that 
whole  section  of  country.  He  was  a  most  svstem- 
atic  and  methodical  business  man.  He  believed  in 
and  practiced  a  pay-as-you-go  system,  never  execut- 
ing a  mortgage,  it  is  said,  and  not  giving  more  than 
two  or  three  notes  in  his  business  career.  He  was 
in  the  habit  of  paying  his  employes  every  fort- 
night, and  with  his  own  hands,  and  in  this  failed 
but  once  during  the  period  of  eighteen  years  of  an 
active,  busy  life,  and  then  owing  to  sickness.  As 
may  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing-  he  was  a  care- 
ful and  judicious  business  man  and  made  a  for- 
tune. He  built  four  factories  along  the  Housa- 
tonic and  to  his  energy,  enterprise  and  public  spirit 
much  of  the  growth  and  progress  of  Shelton  and 
Birmingham  were  due.  He  was  at  the  front  in  all 
measures  which  tended  to  the  advancement  of  that 
locality,  always  aiding  work  of  public  utility.  He 
was  a  noble  man,  warm-hearted,  kind  and  gener- 
ous ;  no  poor  man  was  ever  turned  away  from  his 
door. 

In  the  anti-bellum  days  Mr.  Downs  was  a  Whig 
of  the  Bell  and  Evert  stamp,  and  later  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He  held  vari- 
ous offices  of  public  trust. 

Mr.  Downs  was  married  to  Elizabeth  B..  born 
Nov.  6,  1S21,  daughter  of  Abijah  and  Pauline 
(Wakeman)  Wallace,  and  tO  the  union  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  (i)  Sarah  E..  born  July  30.  1845, 
died  in  infancy.  (2)  Hattie  W.,  born  Feb.  28, 
1849,  married  June  14,  1869,  H.  F.  Wanning,  and 
among  their  children  are.  Grace  E.,  Frank  X.  and 
Hattie  D.  Mr.  Wanning  for  years  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Birmingham  Iron  Foundry,  as  its  sec- 
retary and  later  as  president  and  agent  of  the  con- 
cern, a  position  he  now  occupies.  (3)  Edward  W., 
born  Oct.  20,  1852,  married  May  4,  1874,  Mar- 
garet Barker,  born  in  1852.  She  died  in  1876. 
leaving  one  son,  Frank  W.  Mr.  Downs  married 
(second)  April  30.  1879,  Alice  Benedict,  and  died 
in  1886.  Xelson  H.  Downs  died  April  26,  188 1, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  Dec.  2.  1896. 

Judge  William  Sidney  Downs,  son  of  Sidney 


A.,  was  born  March  16,  1857,  in  the  town  of  Derby, 
Conn.,  and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools  and 
also  in  private  schools.  Having  decided  upon  the 
legal  profession  for  a  life  work,  he  entered  the 
Albany  Law  School  at  Albany,  X.  Y.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1879.  He  also  furthered  his 
legal  studies  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Samuel 
M.  Gardner  at  Derby,  Conn.,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  Xew  Haven  County  in  June,  1879,  since 
which  time  he  has  maintained  an  office  in  Derby  and 
practiced  in  the  courts  of  the  County  and  State,  and 
by  his  straightforward  course  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  and  become  established  in  a 
good  practice.  In  his  earlier  career,  in  1884  and 
1885,  he  served  with  efficiency  as  the  assistant  clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  State 
Senate  in  18S6.  From  1883  to  1885  Mr.  Downs 
was  warden  of  the  borough  of  Birmingham.  He 
has  served,  too.  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  town 
court,  and  has  just  retired  from  several  years'  serv- 
ice as  judge  of  the  city  court.  The  judge  is  one  of 
the  substantial  men  and  citizens  of  Derby,  and  is 
among  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Xew  Haven 
County  Bar. 

On  July  7,  1S92,  Judge  Downs  w-as  married  to 
Ella  M.  Hinman,  of  Oxford,  Connecticut. 

Ch.\rles  Xelson  Downs,  son  of  Sidney  A., 
was  born  June  24.  1859,  in  the  town  of  Derby.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  in  1877.  Several  years  later  he  became 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business,  making 
corsets,  and  in  this  continued  until  1890.  Retiring 
from  the  manufacturing  field  in  that  year  he  opened 
an  office  in  Derby  for  the  transaction  of  a  business 
the  same  in  character  as  that  of  the  Home  Trust 
Co.,  which  was  incorporated  in  1893.  and  of  which 
Mr.  Downs  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer.  This 
institution  acts  as  agent  for  a  large  number  of  fire 
insurance  companies,  buys  and  sells  real  estate, 
takes  charge  of  rents  and  properties  in  the  locality, 
acts  as  trustee,  executor,  administrator,  receiver 
and  guardian  for  trusts,  etc.  The  company  has  a 
capital  of  $25,000.  and  a  surplus  of  S5.000,  and  is 
a  most  conmiendable  adjunct  to  the  business  inter- 
ests of  Derby. 

On  Feb.  8.  1S92.  Mr.  Downs  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Derby  by  President  Cleveland,  and 
most  efficiently  filled  that  important  office  during 
that  administration.  He  was  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing about  important  improvements  to  the  local  mail 
service.  Mr.  Downs  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
borough  burgesses  in  1887  and  1888.  before  the  in- 
corporation of  Derby  as  a  city.  He  is  popular  as  a 
man  and  citizen,  and  stands  high  in  business  circles. 

EDWIX  CADY  (deceased)  was  well  known 
to  the  citizens  of  Meriden  as  superintendent  of  the 
Meriden  Cutlery  Co.,  at  South  Meriden.  and 
throughout  his  long  business  career  maintained  the 
high  standard  of  business  methods  that  first  won 
for  him  recognition  in  the  commercial  and  manu- 
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facturingf  world.  He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  this 
State,  Oct.  21.  1833,  a  son  of  Charles  Edwin  and 
Clementine   (Cli;ney)   Cady. 

Charles  Edwin  Cady  was  1>orn  June  3,  1804,  in 
Killinijly,  Conn.,  son  of  Jonathan  Carly,  who  was 
killed  in  an  accident  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  when  the 
son  was  only  seven  years  old.  Charles  E.  Cady 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  blacksmith.  In  1837  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Southbridsje,  Mass.,  there  establish- 
ing a  machine  shop  in  what  is  now  called  Saunders- 
dale,  where  he  commenced  business,  making  mill 
and  machine  work  a  specialty.  In  1857  he  sold 
his  property  in  Southbridge,  intending  to  go  West, 
and  re-engage  in  business  in  a  new  field.  On  ac- 
count of  the  hard  times,  however,  he  did  not  carry 
out  this  plan,  but  bought  a  new  home  and  re- 
mained in  Southbridge  until  his  death,  Aug.  7,  1893. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Baptist,  and  consistent 
in  the  practice  of  the  doctrine  he  professed.  He 
married  Clementine  Cheney,  who  was  born  in 
Southbridge,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Joel  Cheney, 
and  five  children  blessed  this  union,  as  follows : 
Edwin,  wlio  is  mentioned  below ;  Franklin,  of 
Scuthbridge,  who  died  Feb.  10,  1901  ;  Henry  C, 
of  Southbridge;  Xewton,  who  died  in  1870:  and 
George  W..  of  Southbridge.  The  mother  died  in 
1871,  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  tfie  beautiful  cemetery  at  South- 
bridge. 

Edwin  Cady  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
at  Southbridge,  and  tinished  his  education  in  Wil- 
bra'ham  Academy.  When  he  left  the  school  room, 
after  some  training  in  his  father's  shop,  he  went  to 
Worcester,  where  he  remained  si.x  month;,  in  one 
of  the  machine  shops  there,  learning  the  trade. 
In  June,  1856,  he  went  to  Buffalo,  where  he  met 
George  Parr  and  entered  his  factory  as  superin- 
tendent, remaining  there  two  y^ars.  Mr.  Parr  hav- 
ing failed  in  business,  he  went  into  the  factory  of 
the  Pitts  brothers,  manufacturers  of  threshing  ma- 
chines, where  he  remained  two  years,  and  thence 
returned  to  Southbridge.  In  186 1  he  went  to 
Springfield,  Mass.,  entering  the  government 
armory  to  engage  in  gunmaking.  At  the  end  of 
seven  years  he  removed  to  South  Meriden  to  take 
the  position  of  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
cutlery  works  there.  A  year  later,  on  the  death  of 
the  superintendent,  he  was  promoted  to  that  office 
in  these  works,  and  held  it  to  the  day  of  his  death — 
a  period  of  over  twenty-six  years,  during  which 
time  he  faithfully  performed  the  duties  connected 
therewith,  winning  by  his  faithfulness  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  emplovers.  and  the  esteem  of 
those  under  him.  Mr.  Cady  was  an  expert  me- 
chanic, and  always  ready  in  any  emergency.  His 
genial  manners  won  him  many  friends,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  his  home  on  Cook  avenue 
June  6,  1895,  was  most  sincerely  regretted.  His 
remains  were  taken  to  Southbridge,  Mass.,  for 
burial.      In   his  political   affiliations   he   was  a  Re- 


publican. He  represented  his  ward  in  the  common 
council,  but  was  in  no  sense  an  office  seeker.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Cady  belonged  to  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo. 
yj,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Chapter,  Xo.  27.  R. 
A.  M. ;  the  Knights  Templar,  St.  Elmo  Command- 
ery,  Xo.  9 ;  Hancock  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Monto- 
wese  Tribe,  Xo.  6.,  I.  O.  R.  M. ;  and  Columbus 
Council,  Xo.  5,  O.  L'.  A.  M.  In  his  religious  views 
he  was  a  Congregationalist,  was  broad  minrled 
and  liberal,  and  regarded  the  Golden  Rule  as  the 
only  motto  of  right  living.  A  kind  and  considerate 
man,  his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  by  all  who 
were  privileged  to  know  him.  He  commanded  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  for 
he.  harbored  no  ill-will  and  believed  no  ill  of  any 
one.  His  kind  heart  ever  reached  out  toward  the 
whole  world,  and  ever\body  was  his  friend. 

On  Dec.  25,  1856,  in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  Mr.  Cady 
wed'ded  Roselia  Marble  Lathe,  who  was  bom  in 
Grafton,  Mass.,  May  i,  1835,  a  daughter  of  Levi 
Lincoln  and  Frances  (Marble)  Lathe,  of  South- 
bridge.  The  only  child  of  this  union  was  born 
July  22,  1862,  and  died  Aug.  14,  1865.  Mrs.  Cady 
is  one  of  those  women  "nobly  planned"  who  find 
in  their  homes  their  truest  happiness.  In  her  cle- 
votion  to  her  husband  she  left  nothing  undone,  and 
when  the  final  parting  came  she  met  it  with  the  sub- 
lime faith  of  the  true  Christian  who  knows  that 
those  so  truly  joined  in  life  cannot  be  separated  in 
death. 

In  February,  1902,  Mrs.  Cady  was  sorely  be- 
reaved in  the  deaths  of  her  brother-in-law  and  sis- 
ter, T.  Elmer  and  Fanny  Gould,  of  West  Brook- 
field.  In  an  explosion  on  Feb.  14th,  of  acetylene 
gas,  with  which  their  house  was  lighted,  the  home 
was  wrecked  and  Mrs.  Gould  was  killed,  and  Mr. 
Gould  suffered  such  injuries  that  he  died  a  few 
d'ays  afterward,  and  was  buried  on  the  25th  of 
February,  just  one  week  after  the  funeral  of  his 
wife.  They  left  an  only  daughter,  Miss  Rose 
Gould. 

WILBUR  FISK  GILLETTE,  the  president  of 
the  G.  M.  Grant  Company,  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  one 
of  the  most  prominent  mason  builders  of  that  city, 
whose  business  is  conducted  from  the  office  at  Xo. 
133  Union  street,  was  born  in  Randolph,  Portage 
Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1837,  a  son  of  Eli  Gillette,  a  na- 
tive of  Derby,  Connecticut. 

Anson  Gillette,  the  father  of  Eli,  was  also  born 
in  Derby,  where  he  combined  farming  with  tan- 
ning leather  and  making  shoes.  He  married  Betsy 
Mansfield,  who  was  born  in  Derby,  and  this  union 
was  blessed  with  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  dead.  The  mother  died  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four,  strong  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Eli  Gillette  was  reared  in  Derby,  where  he  was 
engrnged  in  farming.  Some  ten  years  were  spent 
by  him  in  Ohio,  but  the  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  Derby,  where  he  died  Sept.  13,  1900, 
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at  the  age  of  eighty-nine.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  became  a  Republican  on  the  formation 
of  the  party.  Eliza  Bassett.  his  wife,  was  born  in 
O.xford,  a  daugliter  of  l£zra  liassett,  who  was  a 
farmer,  and  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Ohio  in 
1830,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
while  his  wife,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children,  lived  to  be  one  hundred  years  old.  To 
Eli  Gillette  and  wife  were  l>orn  four  daughters  and 
one  son,  of  whom  three  of  the  daucjhters  are  living: 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Clemens,  of  Shclton,  is  a  widow;  Mrs. 
Sarah  E.  \Y.  Clark,  of  Derby :  Mrs.  Edward'  S. 
Davis,  a  widow,  in  Fair  Haven.  The  mother,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  was  a  devout  mem- 
lier  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  one  of  her  daugh- 
ters also  belongs  to  this  church.  The  father  be- 
longed to  the  church,  in  what  was  then  Derby,  but 
is  now  Seymour. 

Wilbur  I'islv  Gillette  spent  his  early  years  in 
Derby,  and  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  went 
to  Waterbury  to  learn  the  mason  trade  with  a  friend 
in  that  city,  at  which  he  spent  five  years ;  for  two 
j'ears  while  learning  his  trade  he  worked  for  one 
man,  and  spent  nine  years  in  all  there.  In  1859  he 
came  to  New  Haven,  and  1861  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  1st  Conn.  \'.  I.,  going  out  in  response  to 
the  call  for  three  months'  men.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  term  of  enlistment  he  entered  Company  E, 
5th  United  States  Cavalry,  where  he  rendered  faith- 
ful services  for  three  years,  two  years  of  that  time 
being  orderly  sergeant.  His  command  was  under 
-Gen.  Merritt,  and  later  under  Gen.  Sheridan,  and 
Mr.  Gillette  served  in  many  fierce  and  memorable 
engagements.  He  participated  in  thirty-two  re- 
corded battles,  among  them  being  the  first  battle  at 
Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg, 
the  Wilderness,  the  Shenandoah  battles,  Winches- 
ter, Cedar  Creek,  Five  Forks,  before  Petersburg, 
and  in  the  engagements  leading  up  to  x\ppomattox. 
With  the  coming  of  white-winged  peace,  his  military 
-career  was  ended. 

Mr.  Gillette  came  to  his  present  concern  in  No- 
vember, 1867,  and  was  employed  for  a  year  as  a 
journeyman,  when  he  was  made  foreman,  which 
position  he  held  until  1894.  At  the  end  of  that  long 
and  creditable  period  of  service,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  firm,  and  held  the  position  of  vice-president 
of  the  company  up  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Grant,  in 
February,  lyoi,  when  he  succeeded  him  as  presi- 
dent. This  concern  is  the  second  largest  in  the  city ; 
and  among  other  important  constructions  they  have 
"built  the  Peabody  ^luseum,  the  Railroad  Building, 
the  Winchester  Building,  the  Sheftield  Scientific 
School,  York  Square  School,  many  private  resi- 
dences, and  other  large  and  costly  structures. 

In  1866  Mr.  Gillette  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia 
Rice,  a  native  of  Xew  Haven,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joel  Rice,  a  well-known  politician  of  Xew  Haven, 
where -he  died  when  he  was  sixty-five.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children :  Katherine,  who 
married    Randolph   A.    Osborn,    a    traveling   sales- 


]  man;  and  George  W.  Fisk,  who  married  Bertha 
j  Curtis,  and  has  one  son,  George  Curtis.  George  W. 
,   F.  is  a  civil  engineer,  a  graduate  of  the  Xew  Haven 

high  school,  and  of  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
I  and  has  alrearly  taken  high  jjosition  in  the  world. 
I  Mrs.  Wilbur  Fisk  Gillette  died  Xov.  11,  1900.  Mr. 
j  Gillette  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  Mason  of  high 
i  degree,  having  [)assed  through  the  several  subor- 
I  dinate  organizations  to  receive  the  Thirty-second 
I  degree.     In  the   L'nion   League  and  Young   Men's 

Republican  Club  his  character  and  personality  have 
j  been  felt.     He  attends  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

j  DA\TD  B.  WHEELER,  late  a  prominent  and 
I  popular  citizen  of  \\'cst  Haven,  was  at  the  time 
!  of  his  death,  April  4,  1900,  approaching  his  sev- 
j  enty-ninth  birthday,  his  memory  green,  his  mind 
uncloudeil,  and  his  hope  unruffled.  His  life  drew 
j  toward  its  close  in  the  same  town  with  whose  in- 
I  terests  he  had  been  long  identified,  and  from  whose 
j  citizens  he  had  long  commanded  universal  respect. 
i  He  was  born  Xov.  9,  1821,  in  Monroe,  this  State, 
j  as  were  his  father  and  grandfather.  Monroe  sent 
j  a  full  company  of  patriot  soldiers  to  the  amiy  of 
I  the  Revolution,  and  Mr.  Wheeler's  grandfather  did 
j  not  hesitate  to  offer  his  fortune  and  his  life  to  the 
\  Colonial  cause.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
I  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Samuel  (Mr. 
I  Wheeler's  father). 

j  Samuel  Wheeler  was  reared  upon  the  paternal 
I  farm,  but  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
i  joiner,  which  he  followed  through  life,  passing 
j  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  He  married  Betsey 
I  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Oxford,  and  died  in  her 
I  twenty-fourth  year.  Both  Sainuel  Wheeler  and 
;  his  wife  were  communicants  of  the  Episcopal 
I  Church.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  them  David 
]   B.  was  the  last  survivor. 

David  B.  Wheeler  assisted  his  father  upon  the 
j.  farm  and  attended  school  during  boyhood  and  early 
youth.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  learned  the 
I  trade  of  making  spectacles,  which  he  followed  sev- 
eral years,  and  when  he  had  reached  his  twenty- 
second  year  found  employment  in  Xew  Haven,  re- 
maining with  one  firm  for  seventeen  years.  Early 
in  life  he  began  to  display  those  habits  of  thrift 
and  self-denial  which  have  done  much  toward  build- 
ing up  his  present  handsome  fortune.  Every  day 
he  walked  to  and'  from  work,  a  distance  of  two 
and  one-half  miles,  and  by  practicing  other  econ- 
omies gradually  accumulated  the  nucleus  of  a  com- 
petence. From  Xew  Haven  he  went  to  Whitney- 
ville.  where  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Whitney 
Arms  Co.  The  story  of  his  success  tliere  well  ex- 
emplifies those  qualities  which  characterized  him 
through  life.  He  entered  tho  factory  at  first  for  a 
]3robationary  period  of  two  weeks,  and  showed  such 
skill,  good  judgment  and  inilustry  that  his  pro- 
motion was  rapid,  and  he  was  soon  employed  to 
make  the  finest  grade  of  tools  used  in  the  works, 
gaining  the  well-deserved  reputation  of  being  one 
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of  the  finest  mechanics  in  the  State.  One  striking 
illustration  of  the  nicety  and  perfection  of  his  skill 
is  worthy  of  being-  es])ecially  noted.  He  was  re- 
quested to.niake  four  safe  keys,  of  a  most  complex 
pattern,  the  work  upon  which  was  so  delicate  as 
to  call  for  precise  accuracy  to  the  one-thousandth  of 
an  inch,  in  order  to  cause  four  tumblers  to  drop 
into  crescent-shaped  receptacles.  The  task  was  one 
of  no  small  difficulty,  and  no  such  work  had  ever 
iK'fore  been  undertaken  in  the  shops,  but  Mr. 
Wheeler  performed  it  so  successfully  that  each  key 
fitted  with  absolute  perfection.  Several  imponant 
changes  were  suggested'  by  him  in  the  process  of 
turning  out  the  company's  product — which  at  that 
time  consisted  of  rifles  of  the  highest  grade — and 
were  adopted  with  excellent  results.  He  was  finally 
made  an  inspector  in  the  finishing  department,  and 
his  compensation  doubled,  the  salary  paid'  him  be- 
ing exceptionally  high.  From  Whitneyville  he  was 
sent  to  the  new  works  of  the  company  at  Yonkers. 
N.   Y.,   and   mad;   inspector  of   rifle  barrels. 

On  leaving  the  Whitney  Co.  Mr.  Wheeler  went 
to  Bridgeport  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Winchester 
Arms  Co.,  and  it  may  be  said,  without  fear  of  suc- 
cessful contradiction,  that  the  foundations  of  Win- 
chester's success  were  i'aid  in  no  small  part  through 
the  conscientious,  painstaking,  indefatigable  efforts 
of  Mr.  Wheeler.  He  was  virtually  given  complete 
control — having  charge  of  the  work  done,  oversee- 
ing the  men  and  keeping  the  books.  The  best  com- 
ment upon  his  fidelity  and  success  is  afforded  by  the 
fact  that  after  quitting  the  company's  service  he 
was  repeatedlv  and  earnestly  urged  to  return,  the 
request  being  accompanied  by  financial  inducements 
of  the  most  tempting  sort.  To  all  these  proposi- 
tions, however,  he  turned  a  deaf  ear.  and  in  1868 
Tie  retired  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
managemjent  of  his  own  private  business.  Eight 
years  before  he  had  bought  four  acres  of  land  in 
West  Haven  for  $1,250,  and  had  erected  the  hand- 
some house  which  stands  at  the  intersection  of 
Elm  street  and  W'ashington  avenue.  In  the  pur- 
chase of  this  property  lie  showed  rare  judgment, 
and  in  its  management  and  disposition  he  displayed 
a  sound  business  sense  equallv  conspicuous.  He 
divided  it  into  building  lots,  which  he  sold  at  an 
average  price  of  fifteen  dollars  per  foot,  and  on 
those  lots  which  he  himself  improved  he  inaugu- 
rated t'he  custom  of  erecting  dwellings  as  well  as 
stores  on  fotmdations  of  stone.  For  several  years 
he  also  owned  property  in  Ro.xbury,  where  he  was 
accustomed  to  go,  with  friends,  to  hunt  and  fish. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
was  a  citizen  of  broad  and  generous  public  spirit. 
For  eight  years  consecutively  he  served  the  town 
as  assessor  and  collector,  and  never  were  West 
Haven's  taxes  more  honestly  assessed  or  more 
faithfully  collected.  At  the  expiration  of  his  last 
tern),  however,  he  positively  ileclined  to  accept  any 
further  nomination  for  public  office.  His  religious 
faith  was  that  in  which  he  was  born  and  reared, 


and  he  was  an  active  and  influential  member  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church,  toward  whose  mainten- 
ance and  work  he  was  a  liberal  contributor.  While 
living  in  .\ew  Haven  he  was  also  actively  inter- 
ested" in  church  work  in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul  and 
later  of  Trinity,  leading  the  choir  in  both  churches. 
In  'his  earlier  years  he  was  said  to  have  had  a  fine 
tenor  voice,  and  was  considered'  one  of  the  best 
leaders  within  the  borders  of  Connecticut.  He  also 
took  a  prominent  part  in  organizing  and  training 
the  choir  of  the  West  Haven  parish  and  was  for 
many  years  its  leader. 

On  Sept.  9,  185 1,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  married  to 
Sibyl  Elizabeth  Stannard,  who  was  eight  years  his 
junior.    She  was  born  in  Westbrook.  and  died  April 

23,  1900.  Edward  Stannard,  father  of  Mrs.  Wheel- 
er, was  born  Feb.  10,  1800.  He  was  captain  of  a 
vessel  which  he  owned,  sailing  between  Boston  and 
ports  on  the  Mediterranean  sea,  and  also  engaged 
in  farmiing  at  Westbrook.  He  died  Mav  20,  1854, 
in  Sacramento,  Cal.  On  Oct.  24,  1824,  he  married 
Beulah  Jones,  and  they  had  six  children:  (i; 
Frances  M.,  born  Feb.  25,  1827.  married  John  Hop- 
kins. (2)  Sibyl  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  10,  1828, 
died  April  2t,,  1900.     (3)   Edward  Job.  born  May 

24,  1830,  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Abel  H.  was 
born  in  April,  1834.  (5)  Ely  J.  was  born  Sept.  9, 
1837.  (6)  Lydia  Scranton.  born  Feb.  16,  1842, 
married  Lyman  Squires,  of  Branford. 

Edward  Job  Stannard  was  educated  in  West- 
brook. He  spent  most  of  his  life^  at  sea.  on  mer- 
chant vessels.  He  died  May  13,  1858,  in  South 
American  waters.  In  May.  1835,  he  married  Mary 
Haynes,  a  native  of  Bristol,  England,  and  they 
had  one  daughter,  ^lary  Frances,  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, X.  Y.,  who  was  married  in  Flushing,  L.  I.,  to 
Dennis  J.  Carroll,  and  has  two  sons,  Edward  and 
William  Carroll.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carroll  reside  at 
the  old  W^heeler  home  in  '\\'est  Haven,  Connecticut. 

GEORGE  HEWLETT  CLOWES,  member  of 
the  firm  of  Randolph  &  Clowes,  manufacturers  of 
sheet  brass  and  copper,  seamless  brass  and  copper 
tubing,  brazed  tubing,  etc..  Waterbury.  To  explain 
and  to  appreciate  the  marked  business  success  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  only  needs  to  under- 
stand the  man  himself.  Although  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive, affable  and  ever  courteous,  he  is  of  a  type  of 
business  men  who  possess  at  bottom  sterling  hon- 
esty, absoliue  independence  and  limitless  persever- 
ance. In  every  enterprise,  with  him  "To  think  is  to 
perform."  Inheriting  through  a  long  line  of  an- 
cestors what  may  be  called  the  severely  Saxon  qual- 
ities— integrity,  determination  and  clear-headedness 
— he  yet  adds  to  them  the  peculiarly  American  traits 
of  push,  pluck  and  self-reliance.  This  rare  comliin- 
ation  in  itself  is  enough  to  guarantee  success  in  any 
man.  To  the  possession  of  this  compound  of  ([uali- 
ties  both  of  mind  and  heart,  the  present  high  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  Clowes  in  the  manufacturing  world  is 
largelv  due. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
name  of  Clowes  first  appears  in  America.  Here,  its 
starting  point  was  in  that  old,  historic  and  thriving 
town  of  Hempstead,  L.  I.  Indeed  the  burying 
ground  of  St.  George's  Church,  in  Hempstead,  is, 
in  its  epitaphs,  a  sufficient  history  of  the  family, 
since  its  first  advent  to  this  countrv.  It  is  a  surpris- 
ing fact,  in  looking  over  its  records  from  the  begin- 
ning, to  find  so  many  of  the  name  in  succeeding 
generations  who  have  pursued  professional  and 
scholarly  lives — doctors,  lawyers,  clergymen,  almost 
exclusively- — many  of  them  quite  distinguished  in 
their  life  work.  Perhaps,  however,  no  one  of  the 
name  acquired  so  high  a  position  in  the  world  of 
letters  and  scholarship  as  the  Rev.  Timothy  Clowes, 
LL.  D.,  the  father  of  our  present  subject.  This 
man,  most  eminent  in  his  profession,  was  born 
March  i8.  1787,  was  graduated  as  Master  of  Arts 
at  Columbia  College  in  1S08,  was  a  clergyman,  in 
1809,  of  the  Established  Church,  with  a  parish  at 
Jamaica,  L.  I.,  and  later  one  in  Jersey  City,  was 
rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  in  Albany,  from  1810 
to  1817;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
Hempstead,  and  for  three  years  taught  with  marked 
success  one  of  the  leading  classical  institutes  of  the 
country.  Recognizing  his  vast  and  varied  erudi- 
tion, he  was  honored  in  1821  with  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  laws  by  Allegheny  College,  and  the  same 
)-ear  was  appointed  the  principal  of  Erasmus  Hall, 
Flatbush,  L.  I.  In  1S23  Dr.  Clowes  received  a  call 
to  the  presidency  of  Washington  College,  Mary- 
land, which  he  accepted.  Over  this  institution  of 
learning  he  presided  for  six  years.  During  a  part 
of  this  period  he  was  also  Rector  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Chestertown,  Md..  and  of  St.  Paul's, 
Kent  County,  Md.  In  1829  Washington  College 
was  destroved  by  fire,  and  Dr.  Clowes  again  opened 
his  classical  school  in  Hempstead.  L.  I.  This  sem- 
inary in  the  succeeding  nine  years  became  widely 
celebrated  as  an  institution  of  learning.  The  Clin- 
ton Liberal  Institute.  Oneida  County,  X.  Y.,  called 
him  in  1838  as  principal — a  position  which  he  cred- 
itably occupied  for  four  years.  Dr.  Clowes  died  at 
Hempstead,  Long  Island,  June  19,  1847. 

As  a  thinker,  the  mind  of  Rev.  Dr.  Clowes  was 
of  no  ordinary  cast.  Whether  viewed  as  a  fellow- 
citizen,  a  neighbor,  a  theologian,  an  acute  scholar, 
or  as  a  man,  his  contemporaries  found  in  him  every- 
thing to  respect  and  admire.  Full  of  life  and  en- 
ergy himself,  with  uncommon  facility,  he  infused 
the  same  spirit  into  others.  Wherever  he  was 
found,  there,  too,  was  found  a  master  spirit.  He 
possessed  mental  qualities  of  uncommon  activity, 
never  wearying  with  the  multiplicity  of  his  labors. 
His  mind  was  stored  with  such  an  unusual  variety 
of  knowledge  as  to  extentl  far  beyond  tlie  boun- 
daries of  his  professional  pursuits.  ""When  the  ear 
heard  him,  it  blessed  him :  and  when  the  eye  saw 
him,  it  gave  witness  unto  him."  His  fund  of  solid 
and  general  information  upon  every  variety  of  topic. 
his  forcible  and  happy  manner  of  communication, 


joined  with  a  social  and  cheerful  disposition,  ren- 
dered him  upon  all  occasions  a  safe  counselor  and 
friend,  an  agreeable  and  interesting  gentleman,  the 
delight  of  every  circle  in  which  he  moved.  He 
lived,  to  borrow  the  words  of  a  quaint  writer,  "by 
old  ethics  and  classical  rules  of  honor."  His  life 
was  of  so  exact  and  even  a  type  that  it  might 
almost  be  styled  mathematical.  The  simple  epitaph 
upon  his  tombstone  at  Plempstead  tersely  describes 
him:  "Dr.  Clowes  was  the  most  of  his  life  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  education ;  his  reading  was  immense ; 
his  learning  extensive  and  various ;  and,  as  a  mathe- 
matician, he  had  few  equals  and  no  superiors." 

If  the  subject  of  this  notice  derives  some  of  his 
best  qualities  to  ensure  success  in  life  from  his  dis- 
tmguished  father,  he  is  no  less  indebted  for  many 
of  his  most  manly  characteristics  to  his  mother. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Mary  Hewlett,  and  her 
mother's  name  was  Mary  Sands.  She  came  irom. 
a  long  and  noted  ancestry.  Her  lineage  is  distinct- 
ly traced,  step  by  step,  to  the  middle  of  the  lith. 
century  in  England,  and  her  family  was  exclusively 
of  Saxon  origm.  The  name  was  originally  Sandys 
in  the  olden  times,  but  has  since  been  spelled 
Sandes.  Sandis  and  Sands.  Dr.  Benjamin  Sandys 
was  Archbishop  of  York  in  the  time  of  CromwelL 
who  confiscated  his  vast  estates  just  as  he  treated 
everything  of  value  with  which  he  came  in  con- 
tact. There  is  at  present  an  association  of  the 
Sands  family  heirs,  of  which  Mr.  Clowes  is  a  mem- 
ber, seeking  for  a  restoration  to  them  through  the 
British  Parliament  of  these  estates,  aggregating 
$100,000,000.  In  America,  the  Sands  family  first 
appears  in  the  person  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  who, 
in  161 7,  became  governor  and  treasurer  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Colony.  Subsequently,  in  1640,  representa- 
tives of  the  parent  stock  in  England  settled  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  A  few  years  later.  Block  Island  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  Sands ;  portions  of  the 
family  twenty  years  later  removed  to  Long  Island 
and  became  extensive  owners  of  property  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Sands  Point,  which  from  them  takes  its 
name.  The  genealo,gy  of  the  Sands  family  from 
this  point  to  the  present,  covering  nearly  three  cen- 
turies, is  both  interesting  and  instructive,  but  our 
narrow  limits  forbid  its  introduction  here.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  it  comprised  members  of  all  of  the 
three  recognized  professions,  men  prominent  in 
business  circles  in  Xew  York  and  elsewhere,  of- 
ficers, soldiers  and  patriots  of  our  wars  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  1S12,  bankers,  members  of  Congress^ 
judges,  naval  officers  and  scholars.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  point  out  a  family  in  this  countrv  with 
a  more  honorable  record  through  each  of  its  suc- 
cessive generations,  or  one  which  has  been  held  in 
higher  esteem  by  its  contemporaries.  Although  it 
is  true  that 

"The   glories  of  our   birth   and   state 
j  Are   shadows,— not   substantial   things," 

i  yet  is  it  equally  true  that  one  may  take  a  just  pride 
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in  havinp  descended  from  such  worthy  stock,  and 
may  fairly  ascribe  to  its  blood  flowing^  in  his  veins, 
many  of  those  ennobling-  qualities  which  go  so  far 
to  ensure  success  in  life.  "Men  do  not  gather  grapes 
of  thorns,  nor  figs   from   thistles." 

Gcorg-e  Hewlett  Clowes,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  bom  at  Clinton,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y., 
June  17,  1842,  during  the  period  of  his  father's 
presidency  of  the  Clinton  Liberal  Institute.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  age. 
Upon  his  widowed  mother  devolved  the  care,  edu- 
cation and  training  of  two  children,  both  of  tender 
vears.  Until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Clowes  attended  the  Hempstead  Seminary  and 
Jamaica  Academy,  and  for  the  four  following  years, 
he  was  a  student  of  the  Thetford  Academy,  Thet- 
ford,  Vermont.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  his  brother, 
then  a  banker  in  De  Pere,  Wis.,  gave  him  a  position 
in  his  banking-house,  which  he  retained  until  he 
entered  St.  Lawrence  University,  at  Appleton,  Wis. 
From  his  college  davs,  until  1875,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  mother,  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  Mr. 
Clowes  has  also  an  honorable  record,  as  a  young 
and  patriotic  citizen,  in  our  late  Civil  War.  Un- 
der the  competent  instruction  of  Col.  Tompkins, 
who  had  been  commissioned  to  educate  officers  for 
military  positions,  he  passed  a  successful  examina- 
tion before  the  board  of  U.  S.  Examining  Officers, 
and  was  at  once  appointed  adjutant  of  the  Mc- 
Clelland infantry.  Having  aided  in  recruiting  600 
men  for  a  new  regiment,  an  order  of  consolidation 
with  another  and  smaller  body  of  recruits  was  is- 
sued by  the  War  Department,  and  the  entire  regi- 
mental staff  of  the  latter  body  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  full  regiment.  This  did  not  in  the  least 
diminish  the  patriotic  ardor  of  Mr.  Clowes,  but  on 
a  second  call  for  troops,  he  at  once  re-enlisted,  a 
musket  on  his  shoulder,  with  the  47th  X.  Y.  X.  G. 
Soon  he  was  appointed  sergeant  major  of  the  regi- 
ment, which'  position  he  held  when  mustered  out. 
He  had,  likewise,  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
an  extensive  experience  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he  served  on  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  "'Flambeau."  doing  duty  off  the  coast 
of  Xorth  and  South  Carolina.  Georgia  and  Florida. 
Later  he  was  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  storeship 
"Home,"  and  was  faithful  to  duty  aboard  this  ship, 
until  she  was  ordered  home  in  the  summer  of  1864. 
His  elder  brother,  Joseph  Clowes,  now  retired,  was 
also  in  the  service  of  the  Xavy  of  the  Union  as  Ad- 
miral's Secretary,  and  the  loss  of  a  leg  at  the  fall  of 
Fort  Fisher  sufficiently  attests  his  love  of  country 
and  his  sacrifice  for  her  in  her  hour  of  sore  distress. 
This  is  all  the  more  marked  as  he  volunteered  his 
services  for  shore  duty  against  the  Admiral's  ad- 
vice not  to  go  ashore  with  the  marines. 

In  1882  !\Ir.  Clowes  was  united  in  marriage 
to  ^[iss  Mamie  T.  Blacknall.  daughter  of  Dr.  Geo. 
W.  Blacknall,  of  Raleigh.  X.  C,  and  their  home 
is  a  model  of  refinement,  happiness  and  domestic 
felicitv. 


The  first  experience  of  Mr.  Clowes  in  a  mer- 
cantile life  began  as  book-keeper,  and  afterwards 
as  salesman,  for  the  flourishing  house  of  Garden 
&  Co.,  Xew  York.  This  was  late  in  1864.  At  the 
end  of  two  years  he  received  a  flattering  oflfer  from 
the  Middlefield  Fire  &  Building  Stone  Co..  1269 
Broadway,  Xew  York.  While  thus  engaged  he 
was  appointed  paymaster's  clerk  on  the  U.  S.  gun- 
boat "Juniata,''  ordered  to  a  European  station,  and 
sailed  in  July,  1869,  and  he  was  abroad  till  1872. 
Returning  to  the  United  States,  he  at  once  was  en- 
gaged as  loan  and  discount  clerk  for  the  Xew  York 
Loan  Indemnity  Company.  In  this  position  he  won 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  dealt  with 
him,  and,  through  their  confidence  in  him  person- 
ally, he  influenced  to  this  company,  during  the  two 
y^rs  of  his  connection  with  it,  deposits  of  his 
friends  of  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
dollars.  It  was  with  this  banking  house  that  the 
old  firm  of  Brown  &  Brothers,  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
with  a  reputation  world  wide  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  then  kept  their  Xew  York  account.  Late 
in  1874,  when  the  X'ew  York  Loan  Indemnity  Co. 
were  arranging  to  discontinue  business,  ]Mr.  Philo 
Brown  (the  then  president  of  Brown  &  Bros.)  asked 
its  president,  in  the  course  of  a  business  conversa- 
tion, if  he  could  recommend  one  of  the  employes  of 
the  bank  to  him — a  man  who  would  have  the  re- 
quisite character,  stamina  and  ability,  if  engaged, 
to  grow  up  and  become  identified  with  his  large 
business  establishment  in  Waterburv.  Calling  up 
Mr.  Clowes,  the  president  at  once  remarked  to  Mr. 
Brown :  "Of  all  those  employed  in  this  bank,  I 
speak  in  every  respect  most  highly  of  this  one." 
That  recommendation  was  sufficient,  an  engagement 
of  Mr.  Clowes  at  once  followed  and  as  a  result, 
on  January  i,  1875,  ^^r.  Clowes  came  to  Waterbun.- 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  head  book-keeper  of 
Brown  &  Bros.  During  the  entire  period  of  his 
connection  with  Brown  &  Bros.,  covering  about 
eleven  years,  it  should,  however,  be  stated  tliat  Mr. 
Clowes  had  no  part  in  the  direction,  policy  or  man- 
agement of  the  concern.  Owing  to  financial  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassments  and  other  causes,  entire- 
ly foreign  to  a  discussion  here,  in  January,  1S86, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  for  the  once  powerful  and 
solid  company  of  Brown  &  Bros,  to  make  an  as- 
signment. This  event  occurred  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Franklin  Farrel,  Esq.,  the  elder  Brown 
having  died  some  years  before.  The  trustees  of 
the  company,  however,  recognizing  the  ability  and 
integrity  of  Mr.  Clowes,  retained  him  for  his  aid 
to  them  in  winding  up  its  involved  and  intricate  af- 
fairs. His  keen  mercantile  sagacitv  told  him  at 
once  that  the  purchase  of  the  Seamless  Tube.  Brazed 
Tube  and  Boiler  business  from  the  trustees  might 
be  made  the  nucleus  of  a  great  imlustry.  This, 
however,  was  at  that  time  but  a  .'imall  portion  oi 
the  original  plant  of  Brown  &  Bros.  To  secure  its 
control  required  an  outlav  of  $37,500.  The  pur- 
chase price  of  the  kettle  business  of  the  late  com- 
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pany  was  fixed  at  $5,000  additional.     At  once  and  ! 
without   delay   Mr.   Clowes   applied   to  a   friend   of  ; 
years  standing — Mr.   Edward   F.   Randolph,  a  man  | 
of  wealth  and  with  lari:^c  business  interests  in  Xew 
York — for  the  capital  necessary  to  make  this  pur-  | 
chase.     After  a  conference.  Mr.  Randol])h  at  once  1 
agreed  to   furnish   conditionally  the   requisite  sum.  i 
The  imposed  condition   was   in   substance   that  the  I 
entire  responsibility  of  the   direction  and  manacle-  i 
ment   of   the   plant,   when   bought,    should    devolve  j 
upon  Mr.  Clowes.     It  was  an  immense  undertaking  I 
for  one  man  to  assume,  especially  when  a  new  com-  j 
pany,  under  new  conditions  and  surroundings,  must  j 
be  built  up  on  the  wreck  of  the  old.     The  entire 
purchase  price  of  $42,500,   was,   however,  at  once  ! 
furnished.     Mr.    Clowes   assumed   all   personal  ,re-  j 
sponsibility  of  management,  and  in  April.  1886.  the  ^ 
sale  was  effected  by  a  transfer  of  the  portion  indi-  | 
cated  of  the  former  Brown  &  Bros,  plant  from  the  ' 
trustees   to   Randolph  &  Clowes.     The   partnership  ■ 
capital  of  the  new  firm  was  at  that  time  fixed  at  j 
$75,000     (though     subsequently     many     times     in-  | 
creased),    and    the    partnership    of     Randolph    &  1 
Clowes  was  launched  upon  its  business  career.     At  i 
that   time    (April,    1886)    they   employed   fifty   men  ' 
and  one  clerk.     Their  office  quarters  consisted  of  a 
small  room,  about  fourteen   feet  square.     By  com- 
parison, they  now  employ  eight  under  superintend- 
ents, and  over  five  hundred  hands.     The  main  of- 
fice— a  fine-  brick   structure,  beautiful   in   its  archi- 
tectural design  and  its  convenience,  where  all  books, 
records  and  accounts  are  kept,  gives  employment  to 
fifteen  clerks.     The  firm  also  at  present  has  its  own 
offices  in  Xew  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Cin- 
cinnati, together  with  a  large  distributing  depot  in 
Chicago.     After  their  first  purchase,  as  before  de- 
scribed,  in    1886,   for  three  years   Mr.   Clowes   put 
forth  all  his  energies  toward  building  up  the  little 
business  so  acquired.     From  small  beginnings,  the 
volume  of  business    transacted    rapidly   increased. 
In  three  years  only  $105,000  in  cash  had  been  paid 
in,  yet  at  the  end  of  that  time  this  thriving  part- 
nership  in    its    seamless    tube,    brazed   tube,    boiler 
business,  and  kettle  departments,  was  transacting  a 
business  exceeding  $600,000  per  annum,  a  surpris- 
ing showing  upon  the  original  investment.     At  this 
juncture  the  energy,  executive  ability  and  business 
skill  of  Mr.  Clowes  stood  him  well  in  hand.     Con- 
suming, as  they  did,  large  quantities  of  sheet  brass 
and  sheet  copper,  his   business  sagacity  suggested 
the  propriety  of  his  firm  engaging  likewise  in  its 
.  manufacture.    Their  increased  business  also  had  out- 
grown the  quarters  which  it  then  occupied.     Con- 
sequently, in  March,  i88g,  the  present  partners  pur- 
chased of  the  trustees,  at  a  cost  of  875,000,  the  old 
rolling  mill  of  Brown  &  Bros. — the  largest  single 
rolling  mill  in  the  country — together  with  the  re- 
"Vnainder  of  the  property.    It  was  a  business  venture 
at  which  many  old  and  experienceci  manufacturers 
shook  their  heads,  predicting  only  impending  ruin 
and  disaster  to  the  young  and  thriving  firm,  but,  as 


we  have  seen,  among  his  qualities  Mr.  Clowes  does 
not   number  the  cowardice  of   a   faint   heart.     He 
was  not  to  be  satisfied  until  he  could  reach  a  point 
where  he  could  sec  his  firm  second  to  none,  cither 
in  its  capacity  for  volume  of  business,  credit  in  its 
finances,   or  ability   in   its   management.     Whether 
or  not  he  has  succeeded  the  figures  alone  will  show. 
Starting  with  about  200  customers  on  their  books, 
this  concern  now  has  nearly  3,000.    Up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  over  $500,000  has  been  spent  in  improving 
the   property,   as   originally   purchased.     The   cost, 
therefore,  of  this  plant,  starting  in  such  modest  pro- 
portions but  eight  years  ago,  is  to  the  partners  over 
$650,000.     The  betterments  to  the  property,  taking 
into  consideration  the  constantly  increasing  success 
of  the  enterprise,  give  it  a  value  more  than  double 
their  entire  cost.     In  the  management  and  develop- 
ment of   this   enormous   industry    Mr.   Clowes   has 
had  no  aid  from  any  source,  except  the  generous 
financial   assistance  of  his  partner,   who,  however, 
has  given  no  time  whatever  to  its  conduct,  policy 
or  supervision.     It  must  also  be  remembered  that 
during  these  few  years  of  the  growth  and  maturity 
of  this  firm  it  has  been  compelled  in  the  open  mar- 
ket to  face  and  combat  the  competition  of  old  and 
established   corporations,   with   limitless  credit  and 
recognized  experience  born  of  many  years.    Its  suc- 
cess is,  therefore,  an  added  cause  for  congratula- 
tion to  Air.  Clowes,  as  its  manager.     Perhaps  one 
of  the  main   causes    for   this   rapid   and   enormous 
growth  may,  under  the  circumstances,  be  found  in 
the  rigid  system  of  economy  upon  which  Mr.  Clowes 
has  insisted  in  every  detail.    Expenses  of  selling  and 
marketing  goods,  as  well  as  the  general  expenses  of 
the  management,  all  outside  of  the  actual  cost  of 
production,  have  been   reduced  by  him  to  a  mini- 
mum.    The  cost  to  the  company  of  this  item  has 
i  never  exceeded  three  per  cent,  of  their  sales.     The 
diiterence  between  this  figure  and  the  selling  ex- 
penses of  other  Waterbury  companies  in  the  same 
line  running  from  seven  per  cent,  to  twelve  per  cent. 
I  on   their  output,   goes   far   toward   explaining  why 
Randolph  &  Clowes  can  make  so  good  a  financial 
!  exhibit,  and  how  carefully,  judiciously  and  system- 

aticallv  their  business  is  managed. 

i         Mr.  Clowes  is  still  the  active,  energetic,  perse- 

!  vering  manager  and  partner  of  this  great  and  pros- 

I  perous    firm.       Their    extensive    and    magnificent 

:  works,  occupving  a  central  portion  of  the  city  of 

i  Waterburv.  covering  an  area  of  nearly  seven  acres, 

:   fronting  on  the  Xew  York.  Xew   Haven  &  Hart- 

forn  Railroad  on  the  one  side  and  the  Xew  York 

I  &  Xew  England  on  the  other:  their  unHmited  and 

:  never-failing  water    supply   from    the    Xaugatuck 

j  river,   which   is   in  close  proximitv;  the  size,  con- 

venience  and  neat  conilition  of  their  buildings ;  the 

immense,  powerful,  modern  and  varied  character  of 

i  their  machinery ;  all  these  go  to  make  of  Randolph 

&  Clowes  a  grand  and  unsurpassed  manufacturing 

establishment.   This  alone  is  an  enduring  monument 

i  to  George  H.   Clowes.     Few  business  men  in  the 
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country  can  point  to  such  stupendous  results,  ac- 
conipli'>licd  in  so  few  years,  by  their  own  personal, 
iiuhviiiual.  unaided  ettorts.  No  wonder  that  the 
citv  of  W'aterbury,  witli  its  immense  manufacturing 
interests,  has  been  glad  to  honor  Mr.  Clowes  with 
the  presidency  of  its  Board  of  Trade,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  elected  Jan.  8,  1894.  Who,  in  view 
ui  all  the.-;e  facts,  will  not  agree  with  us.  when  we 
s,T\-  as  in  the  opening  paragraphs  of  this  sketch,  that 
Mr.  Clowes  is  the  happy  possessor  of  all  the  in- 
herited and  inherent  qualities  of  head,  Drain  and 
heart  for  which  we  there  give  him  cretlit? 

ALFRED  NORTH,  M.  D.,  late  of  W'aterbury, 
where  for  a  third  of  a  century  he  had  been  a  suc- 
cessful physician  and  surgeon  of  high  order,  was 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  ener- 
getic families  in  Torrington,  Conn,  in  both  paternal 
and  maternal  lines.  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Connecticut. 

John  North,  the  emigrant,  came  from  England 
between  1640  and  1650,  and  is  given  in  the  Memor- 
ial History  of  Hartford  county  among  those  who 
purchased  land  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Farm- 
ington.     He  died  there  in   1692. 

Dr.  North  was  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
John  North,  the  emigrant,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  Thomas  North,  Ebeneztr  North,  Ash- 
bel  North,  Phineas  North  and  Phineas  North  (2). 

(H)  Thomas  North,  son  of  John  North,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Newell,  and  became  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Nod,  in  the  northeast  part  of  Avon.  He 
died  in  1712. 

(HI)  Ebenezer  North,  son  of  Thomas  North, 
married  in  1730,  Sybil  Curtiss.  In  connection  with 
Zebulon  Curtiss.  he  bought  two  farms  in  Torring- 
ton, and  moved  to  them  in  the  spring  of  1741.  Mr. 
North  died  in  1789.  in  the  eighty-tifth  year  of  his 
age,  and  his  wife  died  in  1794.  in  her  ninety-first 
year. 

(IV)  Ashbel  North,  son  of  Ebenezer  North, 
bom  in  173 1,  married  in  1757,  Ruth,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Lyman,  Jr.  He  was  a  fanner  and  enter- 
prising man,  and  died  in  1800,  in  his  sixty-ninth 
year;  his  wife  died  in  1812,  in  her  seventy-eighth 
year. 

(V)  Phineas  North,  son  of  Ashbel  North,  born 
in  1762,  married  in  1787,  Chloe  Skinner.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  was  a  genius  in  mechanical  lines.  He 
made  by  hand  several  brass  clocks  of  the  high  case 
style,  which  would  run  nine  or  ten  davs,  and  keep 
the  day  of  the  month. 

Phineas  North  (2).  son  of  Phineas  North,  and 
the  father  of  the  late  Dr.  Alfred  North,  was  born' 
Feb.  9,  1803.  He  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  had.  however,  built  a  new 
house  in  W'olcottville,  which  was  about  completed 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  which  was  afterward 
the  home  of  his  widow.  He  was  a  verv  energetic 
farmer  and  business  man,  and  his  name  occurs 
frequently  in  connection  with  industrial  and  business 


enterprises  of  that  locality.  On  Oct.  10,  1832,  he 
married  Louisa  W'euiiore,  and  to  them  were  liorn 
children,  as  follows:  Helen,  born  in  1833,  married 
in  1856,  James  W.  Hohues,  of  W'aterbury,  and  died 
in  1866;  and  Alfred,  is  our  subject.  Phineas  North 
died  May  7,  1867. 

The  late  Dr.  Alfred  North,  son  of  Phineas 
North,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1836,  in  Torrington,  Conn. 
He  attended  school  at  Goshen  and  at  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  after  graduating  from  the  acatlemy  in 
Norfolk,  and  while  yet  in  his  teens,  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  become  a  physician.  His  father  sent  him 
to  Brown  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1859,  after  which  for  a  few  months  he  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  Buell.  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
then  entered  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  studying  at  the  same  time  under  Dr. 
Gurdon  Buck,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Hospital. 
Dr.  North  was  graduated  from  the  New  York  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  March,  1861, 
and  on  May  7,  1861,  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  home  staff  of  the  New  York  Hospital.  Here 
he  continued  until  May,  1862.  when  he  went  to  the 
front  to  do  army  surgery  with  Dr.  Robert  F.  Weir, 
of  New  York  city,  and  Dr.  George  L.  Porter,  of 
Bridgeport.  All  three  were  commissioned  surgeons 
at  Washington.  D.  C,  and  sent  to  Frederick  City, 
Md.,  where  a  hospital  was  established  at  the  time  of 
the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  Af- 
ter some  months  of  service  Dr.  North  returned  to 
the  New  York  Hospital  and  finished  his  term  there. 
In  1863  he  located  in  W'aterbury,  Conn.,  and  speed- 
ily secured  for  himself  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
He  became  widely  known  as  a  skillful  and  thorough- 
going physician  and  an  expert  surgeon.  In  surgery 
he  exhibited  not  only  knowledge,  but  exceptional 
promptness  and  courage.  A  writer  in  the  New 
York  W^orld  spoke  of  him  after  his  death  as  "a  bold 
and  versatile  surgeon,  enthusiastic  in  his  profession, 
ceaseless  in  his  toil,  and  possessed  of  business  acu- 
men as  well,"  and  added.  "Probably  not  a  Doctor 
who  has  lived  in  Connecticut  has  condensed  into 
thirty  years  so  vast  an  amount  of  varied  profession- 
al work." 

In  1881  Dr.  North  associated  with  him  in  the 
practice  Dr.  Thomas  L.  .Axtelle.  and  the  partnership 
continued  until  July,  1893,  when  owing  to  Dr. 
North's  failing  health  it  was  dissolved.  For  more 
than  a  decade  prior  to  his  death  the  Doctor  had  been 
the  medical  examiner  for  the  town  of  W'aterbury. 
He  was  also  for  vears  the  chief  of  staff  of  the 
board  of  consulting  physicians  of  the  W'aterbury 
Hospital.  He  was  surgeon  for  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad,  and  the  Naugatuck  rail- 
road, and  also  for  the  Meri.den  road  during  its  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  corporation.  He  was  medical 
examiner  of  a  dozen  different  life  insurance  com- 
panies, and  one  of  the  medical  directors  of  the  Con- 
necticut Indemnity  .Association.  He  was  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  W'aterbury  Medical  Societv  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  at  the  death  of  Dr.  Piatt  became 


270 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


its  president.  Dr.  Xortli  was  an  honorary  member 
■of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
State  Society.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  and  a  di- 
rector of  the  Apothecaries  Hall  Co.,  and  a  member 
of  the  Waterbury  Club.  In  religious  connections  he 
belonged  to  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of 
Waterbury.  For  years  Dr.  North  stood  at  the  head 
•of  the  medical  profession  in  Waterbury,  and  had  the 
respect,  regard  and  esteem  of  the  other  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  the  city.  His  reputation  extended 
lieyond  the  limits  of  his  immediate  practice.  As  a 
.surgeon  he  possessed  the  natural  ability  possessed 
by  few,  and  in  this  field  he  made  the  greater  success 
of  his  life,  making  a  name  for  himself,  and  acquiring 
3.  considerable  property.  He  traveled  extensively, 
having  crossed  the  Atlantic  three  times,  and  was 
familiar  with  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
When  he  and  his  family  removed  from  their  Grand 
.street  home  to  the  elegant  new  residence  on  North 
Alain  street  they  filled  it  with  valuable  souvenirs 
and  relics  of  their  travels,  and  made  it  one  of  the 
most  attractive  homes  in  Waterbury. 

On  Sept.  24,  1S63,  Dr.  North  married  Amelia 
Henrietta,  daughter  of  Dr.  Gurdon  Buck,  an  emin- 
ent surgeon  in  New  York,  and  sister  of  Dr.  Alfred 
Buck,  a  noted  Otologist  of  New  York.  To  this 
union  were  born  Susie  S.,  who,  in  1894,  married 
Herbert  Rowland,  of  Waterbury ;  and  Annie  W. 
Three  children  died  in  childhood,  and  two  in  in- 
fancy. Airs.  North  died  at  her  home  in  Waterbury, 
Dec.  18,  1899.    Dr.  North  died  Nov.  17,  1893. 

I 

JOHN  T.  TROTT,  one  of  Waterbury "s  well 
and  favorably  known  citizens  for  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years,  was  born  in  1831,  in  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, son  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  Trott.  He 
came  to  America  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  land- 
ing in  New  York.  Later  he  went  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  thencC'  to  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  in  1857  lo- 
cated in  Waterbury.  where  he  afterward  resided. 
Upxjn  his  arrival  in  Waterbury  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  C.  A.  &  D.  T.  Aleigs,  and  after  some  time 
"became  a  partner,  the  firm  engaging  in  the  baking 
business,  and  so  continuing  until  1890,  when  the 
personnel  of  the  finn  was  changed  and  the  firm 
name  became.  Trott,  Lauton  &  Co.  In  1891  Air. 
Trott  became  the  sole  head  of  the  concern,  which 
has  since  been  doing  a  large  and  successful  busi- 
ness under  the  head  of  the  Trott  Baking  Co.  Air. 
Trott  was  one  of  the  city's  prominent  business  men, 
«ver  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare^  and  in  various 
ways  aided  and  supi>oned  measures  which  tended 
to  the  city's  substantial  growth.  He  was  identified 
with  the'  First  Baptist  Church  of  Waterbury 
through  a  long  period  of  years,  and  was  church 
treasurer  for  thirty-seven  years.  In  politics  he 
-was  a  Republican.  His  influence  for  good  was 
felt  in  manv  ways,  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  he 
commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  death  occurred  at  his  home  Alay  31, 
1897. 


In  1857  Air.  Trott  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Martha  Roberts,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Esther 
(  Nason  )  Rol)erts,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  ^survive  the  father,  namely: 
C.  Frederick,  Albert  N.  and  Warren  S.  Airs. 
Trott  was  born  in  Wakefield,  N.  H.,  as  was  her  fa- 
ther, Simon  Roberts.  There  he  married  Esther 
Nason,  and  became  the  father  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  died  voung.  The  others  were: 
Sarah,  now  deceased:  Alary,  who  married  Charles 
Bronson,  of  Waterbury;  Martha,  twin  of  Mary; 
John,  who  resides  in  Seymour,  Conn. ;  and  George, 
who  makes  his  hoine  in  Waterbury.  A  few  years 
after  his  marriage  Air.  Roberts  moved  to  Hunting- 
ton, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there,  but  later  he  moved  to  Waterbury,  where 
he  and  his  wife  died.  Both  were  of  English  ex- 
traction. 

C.  Frederick  Trott,  son  of  John  T.  Trott,  was 
born  in  Waterbury  July  19,  1859,  and  passed  his 
boyhoodi  days  in  his  native  town.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen,  and  then 
went  to  work  in  his  father's  bakery,  learning  the 
trade  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  contmuing 
this  up  to  the  present  time.  When  his  father  died 
in  1897  he  assumed  control  of  the  business,  which 
he  has  greatly  enlarged.  He  built  a  large  brick 
building  and  is  doing  a  mammoth  business.  They 
ship  their  goods  near  Waterbury  for  a  radius  of 
twelve  miles.  Air.  Trott  is  president  of  the  Trott 
Baking  Co..  which  is  located  on  East  Alain  street. 
and  where  he  runs  seven  teams,  employing  twenty- 
four  men.  He  is  also  resident  manager 'of  the  Na- 
tional Biscuit  Co.,  to  wdiom  on  April  6,  1899,  the 
Trott   Baking  Co.   sold  their  cracker  business. 

On  Alarch  6,  1881,  Air.  Trott  married  Hattie 
AI.  Barton,  of  Waterbury,  who  died  July  14,  1886. 
On  Alarch  7,  1888,  Air.  Trott  was  married  to  Anna 
AI.  Parker,  who  was  born  in  High  Gate  Springs, 
A'ermont,  of  English  descent.  Air.  Trott  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  socially  is  a  member  of 
Nosahogan  Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Continental  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  AI. ;  Sphinx  Temple,  Order  of  the  Alystic 
Shrine;  and  Tunxis  Tribe  of  Red  Alen.  In  re- 
ligious connection  both  iie  and  his  wife  are  attend- 
ants at  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Public  spirited 
and  enterprising.  Air.  Trott  is  highlv  respected 
by  all. 

ELISHA  C.  BISHOP.  This  prominent  citizen 
of  Guilford  is  the  representative  of  one  of  the  old- 
est New  England  families.  He  is  the  descendant  of 
the  eighth  generation  from  John  Bishop,  who 
founded  the  family  in  America,  becoming  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Guilford.  Connecticut. 

(I)  John  Bishop  was  born  in  England,  and  after 
his  emigration  to  America  became  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Guilford,  where  he  died  in  February,  1661, 
and  where  he  was  buried.  His  wife  Ann  died  in 
Guilford  in  1676.  To  John  and  Ann  Bishop  were 
born    three    children:      John,    who    died    in    Oc- 
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tober,  1683;  Stephen,  who  died  in  June,  1690;  and 
Betsey,  who  married  James  Steel,  Esq. 

(II;  John  liishop,  son  of  John  (i),  married 
Dec.  13,  1650,  Susanna  Goldhani,  who  died  Xov. 
I,  1703.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Mary, 
born  Sept.  28,  1652,  married  John  Hodgkin ;  John, 
born  in  1655,  died  Nov.  25,  1731  ;  Susanna,  born 
in  1657,  married,  and  died  October,  1729;  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1660,  married  John  Scranton,  and 
died  in  August,  1727;  Daniel,  born  in  1O65,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Bradley,  and  died  April  17,  1751 ; 
Nathaniel,  born  in  1666,  married  Mary  Hughes,  and 
died  ^lay  i,  1714;  Samuel,  born  Oct.  28,  1670,  mar- 
ried, and  died  Feb.  17,  1753;  Sarah,  born  Jan.  22, 
1674,  died  May  12,  1712;  Abigail,  born  Jan.  26, 
1681,  married  Samuel  Lee,  and  died  June  5,  1751. 

(HI)  John  Bishop,  born  in  1655,  died  Nov.  25^ 
1731.  He  married  July  3,  16S9,  Elizabeth  Hitch- 
cock, who  died  March  14,  1712,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  married  ■May  Johnson  March  8,  1713. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  Elizabeth,  born  Oct. 
14,  1690,  married  Samuel  Scranton  ;  John,  born  Aug. 
12,  1692,  married  Abigail  Spinning,  and  died  Jan. 
28,  1752;  Ann,  born  I-"eb.  15,  1695,  married  David 
Field,  and  died  in  1731  ;  David,  born  Jan.  6,  1697, 
died  Aug.  20,  1773;  Jonathan,  born  Nov.  8,  1699, 
married  Harriet  Chittenden ;  ^lay,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1700,  married  Caleb  Jones,  and  died  June  23, 
1724;  Deborah,  bom  Feb.  19,  1702;  Nathaniel,  born 
May  6,  1704,  married  ^Margaret  Blinn,  and  died 
April  II,  1778;  Timothy,  bom  1708,  married  Han- 
nah Bliss,  and  died  in  1794;  William,  born  Oct.  18, 
1714;  Enos,  born  May  2~,  ijij,  married  Abigail 
Burgis,  and  died  April,  1802 ;  Esther,  born  Feb. 
24,  1719;  Mercy,  born  May  7,  1722,  married  Abra- 
ham Donald,  and  died  Dec.  3,  1793. 

(IV)  David  Bishop,  bom  Jan.  6,  1697,  died  Aug. 
20,  1773.  On  May  17,  1724.  he  married  Deborah 
Stanley.  Their  children  were:  Deborah,  born  Jan. 
17,  1725 ;  Hulda,  born  Aug.  5,  1726 :  David,  born 
Sept.  20,  1728,  married  Andrea  Fowler,  and  died 
Jan.  25,  1792;  Chloe,  bom  July  15,  1733,  married 
Handy  Bushnell ;  Sarah,  born  Aug.  18,  1736,  mar- 
ried Miles  Hall,  and  died  April  8,  1792. 

(V)  David  Bishop,  bom  Sept.  20,  1728,  died 
Jan.  25,  1792.  He  married  April  17,  1755,  Andrea 
Fowler,  who  was  born  Sept.  12,  1724,  and  who  died 
Jan.  24,  18 1 5.  Their  children  were:  Andrea,  born 
Feb.  28,  1756,  died  March  28,  1757;  David,  born 
July  29,  1757,  married  Deborah  Fowler,  and  died 
April  19,  1833:  Huldah,  born  March  4,  1759,  died 
Oct.  19,  1838;  Margaret,  born  Nov.  10,  1760,  died 
Sept.  21,  1764;  Jonathan,  born  Oct.  19,  1762,  mar- 
ried Huldah  Chapman,  and  died  Sept.  23.  1826; 
Jared,  born  Oct.  22,  1764,  married  Mary  ]\Iason, 
and  died  Nov.  26,  1839. 

(\T)  Jonathan  Bishop,  born  Oct.  19,  1762,  died 
Sept.  23,  1826.  He  married  Feb.  21,  1787,  Huldah 
Chapman,  who  was  born  Dec.  i,  1762,  and  who 
died  Sept.  17,  1828.  Their  two  children  were: 
Jonathan;  born  Dec.  19,  1787,  died  Dec.  22,  1787; 


Jonathan  (2),  born  March  30,  1797,  died  March 
16,  1887. 

(\TI)  Jonathan  Bishop  married  June  18,  1821, 
Polly  Bishop,  who  was  born  Jan.  30,  1796,  and  who 
died  in  July,  1839.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
March  16,  1840,  Fanny  Maria  Dennison,  who  was 
born  March  i,  1803,  and  died  March  15,  1865.  For 
his  third  wife  he  married  March  15,  1866,  Electa 
M.  Stone,  who  was  born  Oct.  30,  1810.  The  chil- 
dren of  Jonathan  Bishop  were:  Ann  Maria,  born 
Jan.  22,  1822,  died  May  27,  1841  ;  Elisha  Chapman, 
born  April  10,  1824;  Richard  S.,  born  Dec.  29,  1825, 
married  Mary  G.  Hand,  and  died  Sept.  7,  1889; 
Hulda  J.,  born  April  7,  1828,  married  George  Hull, 
and  died  April  29,  1889;  Sophia  Fowler,  born  May 
13,  1835,  married  Thomas  Griswold ;  Allen  died 
Jan.  13,  1861  ;  an  infant,  born  in  July,  1839,  died 
July  26,  1839;  Alfred  Griswold,  bom  Oct.  19,  1842; 
William  Edward,  born  Nov.  3,  1855,  married  Ellen 
A.  Stone. 

(VIII)  Elisha  C.  Bishop,  our  subject,  was  born 
April  10,  1824.  On  July  5,  1846,  he  married  Char- 
lotte G.  Fowler,  who  was  born  Dec.  15,  1820,  and 
w-ho  died  Oct.  6,  1885.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Frederick  Chapman,  born  May  15,  1847,  died 
July  2y,  1847 ;  Frederick  C.  (2),  born  Dec.  23,  1848 ; 
Rachel  D.,  born  June  14,  1850,  died  Aug.  15,  1850; 
Robert  Allen,  born  March  16,  185 1  ;  Edward  Fow- 
ler, bom  March  11,  1852,  married  Anna  G.  Spen- 
cer ;  Marv  Cornelia,  born  Aug.  27,  1853,  married 
Miles  G. 'White:  Frank  H.,  born  March  22,  1851, 
married  Sophia  C.  Spencer  ;  Ida  and  Eva  S.  (twins  ), 
born  April  19.  1859.  of  whom  Ida  married  N.  G. 
Canfield,  and  Eva,  Edward  M.  Sute ;  Richard 
Mathew,  born  May  5,  1861,  died  Sept.  22,  1861  ; 
Maretto  Canfield,  born  Jan.  28,  1864,  married  Fred- 
erick Spencer ;  and  Ernest  Shutt,  born  Oct.  28, 
1866,  married  in  1889  Maggie  Herlen. 

ANDREW  H.  EMBLER,  than  whom,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  no  man  can  show  a  more  honorable 
record  of  service  in  the  army  of  his  country,  is  a 
native  of  Montgomery,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born 
June  29,  1834,  a  son  of  Adam  Embler  and  his  wife 
Hannah  Weller. 

Mr.  Embler  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his  na- 
tive town,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
there,  and  in  New  York  City.  He  had  ever  a  keen 
interest  in  military  affairs,  and  in  1855  became  a 
member  of  Co.  H,  71st  Regiment,  New  York  State 
Militia,  .\lready  the  country  was  preparing  for  the 
coming  struggle,  and  when  the  flag  was  lowered 
at  Fort  Sumter  the  furv  of  both  sides  broke  forth. 
Co.  H,  of  the  71st  N.  Y.,  of  which  Mr.  Embler  was 
then  sergeant,  was  enlisted  into  the  United  States 
Army  on  April  19,  1861.  At  the  navy  yard^  in 
Washington  the  young  sergeant  was  elected  first 
lieutenant,  and  as  such  was  mustered  in  for  three 
months'  service.  On  Tulv  21,  1861.  he  commanded 
his  companv  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
was  there  wounded.     This  occurred  the  day  after 
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his  term  of  enlistment  had  cxpireel.     He  was  mus- 
tered out,  and  was  elected  captain  of  Co.  H,  upon 
the  resignation  of  its  former  captain.     In  the  fall 
of  1861  he  joined  the  2d  X.  Y.  State  Militia,  later 
known  as  the  Szd  Vol  Inf.,  at  Poolesvilie,  Md.,  as 
first  lieutenant  of  Co.  K,  participatinc:^  in  the  Penin- 
sular   campaign.      At    Harrison's    Landing-,    after 
the  Seven  Days  Retreat,  in  1862,  he  was  macle  cap- 
tain of  Co.  E,  same  regiment.     His  company,  un- 
der his  command,  participated  in  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam,   where  the   Captain   was   wounded.     In  the 
spring  of  1863  Capt.  Enibler  was  detailed  by  order 
of  the  War  Department  as  mustering  officer  of  the 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  and  was  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant  of  the  Second  Division,  Sec- 
ond Corps,  for  many  months.    He  received  his  third 
wound   in   the  battle  of  the   Wilderness,   at  which 
time  he  was  on  the  Division  staff.     After  the  sec- 
ond assault  on  Cold  Harbor  he  received  his  mail, 
and  there  sitting  around  a  pine  tree  with  other  of- 
ficers read  the  news  of  his  appointment  as  senior 
aide  to  Gen.  John   Gibbon   on   the  field  of  battle. 
This  appointment  took  him  out  of  the  Commissary 
Muster  Department.     During  the  year  1864  he  was 
aide  on   Gen.  Gibbon's   staff,  as  per  that  appoint- 
ment, but  as  the  82d  was  to  be  mustered  out  of 
service  he  was  made  captain  of  a  coinpany  in  the 
59th  X.  Y.  V.  I.,  to  hold  him  in  service.     In  Oc- 
tober,   1864,   he  was   brevetted.   at   Boydton   Plank 
Road,  major  of  volunteers,  and  received  the  Wash- 
ington  Medal   of   Honor.     When   General   Gibbon 
was   assigned  to  the   24th  Army   Corps,  Army  of 
the  James,   Brevet   Major  Embler  became  at  once 
Major  and  A.  D.  C.  of  United  States  \'olunteers, 
and  was  recommended  by  Gen.  Gibbon  as  Inspector 
of  the  Corps,  which  office  he  held  for  a  time.   When 
Gen.  Grant  made  his  final  move  Major  Embler  was 
sent  with  the  Second  Division  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  at   Petersburg,  and   from   there   followed 
Gen.  Lee  to  Appomattox.     The  Army  of  the  James 
made  a  forced  march  and  placed  themselves  in  front 
of  Lee's  army.     When  the  surrender  was  consum- 
mated Gen.  Grant  left  Generals  Gibbon,  Merritt  and 
Griffin   to   settle   the  terms   of    surrender.     Major 
-Embler  went  to  Richmond  with  Gen.  Gibbon,  and 
he  was  one  of  those  detailed  to  take  the  captured 
battle   flags   to   the   War    Department,    and    Major 
Embler  Vv-as  brevetted  lieutenant  colonel  of  L'nited 
States  \'olunteers  by  Secretary  Stanton.     On  Dec. 
5,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  service 
at  Petersburg,  X'irginia. 

When  the  war  was  over  and  the  change  from 
army  life  to  pursuits  of  peace  became  a  pleasing 
necessity.  Col.  Embler  returned  to  Xew  York  and 
was  there  for  a  time  engaged  in  business.  In  1870 
he  located  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  while  there  un- 
der the  firm  names  of  H.  P.  Blair  &  Embler,  and 
later  Embler  &  Bos  worth,  carried  on  the  business 
of  steam  heating,  plumbing,  gasfitting,  etc.  His  in- 
terest in  things  military  tlid  not  abate,  and  there 
was  ever  the  secret  longing  to  be  again  connected 


with  a  military  organization.  In  1877  he  joined 
the  First  Company,  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  and  in 

1879  \\'as  elected  first  lieutenant  and  captain,  and  in 

1880  became  major  connnanding.  In  1882  he  lo- 
cated in  Xew  Haven  as  secretarv  and  treasurer  of 
the  Southern  Xew  England  Tele|)lione  Co.,  and 
that  same  year  he  was  made  captain  of  Co.  D,  2d 
Conn.  X.  G.,  and  in  1S90  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Bulkeley  adjutant  general  of  the  State.     In 

1893  he  joined  as  private  the  Second  Companv  of 
the  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  and  was  made'  cor- 
poral,  sergeant   and   ensign,   but   resigned,   and   in 

1894  was  commissioned  captain  of  Co.^D.  2d  Conn. 
X'.  G.  That  was  his  last  official  position  in  an 
active  military  company.  Since  1894  he  has  de- 
voted his  time  exclusively  to  his  business  affairs. 

In  1865,  while  still  'in  the  amiy.  Col.  Embler 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Windsor,' Conn.,  to  Miss 
Elnora  Dickerson,  of  Orange  county,  X.  Y.  Chil- 
dren to  the  number  of  ten,  four  sons'and  six  daugh- 
ters, blessed  their  union :  Simms,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  is  connected  with  the  Southern  Xew  Eng- 
land Telephone  Co. :  Howard,  of  the  Warner  Miller 
Co.;  Ralph  H.,  connected  with  Upson  &  Grannis, 
coal  dealers ;  Marshall,  employed  in  the  First  Xa- 
tional  Bank,  Xew  Haven ;  ^lildred  A.,  wife  of 
William  Loomis ;  Harriet,  wife  of  Horace  Sanford. 
of  Ottawa,  Canada;  Alice  V.;  Grace,  wife  of 
Ernest  Thompson,  of  the  Yale  X'ational  Bank ; 
Esther  and  Tennie.  Col.  Embler  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
during  the  time  he  resided  in  Hartford,  served  a 
term  as  commander  of  Tyler  Post,  and  when  he 
located  in  Xew  Haven  he  was  transferred  to  Ad- 
miral Foote  Post,  of  this  city. 

AMOX  BROWX.  In  studying  the  lives  and 
characters  of  prominent  and  prosperous  men  we 
are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secret  of  their 
success,  and  the  motives  that  have  prompted  their 
actions.  Success  is  not  a  question  of  genius  or  of 
luck,  as  held  by  many,  but  rather  a  matter  of  ex- 
perience and  sound  judgment,  properly  applied. 
When  we  trace  the  careers  of  those  who  stand  high- 
est in  public  esteem  we  find  in  nearlv  everv  case 
that  they  are  those  who  have  risen  gradually,  fight- 
ing their  own  way  in  the  face  of  all  opposition. 
Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  energy-,  honesty — 
these  are  the  traits  of  character  that  insure  the 
highest  emoluments  and  greatest  success,  and  to 
such  characteristics  may  be  attributed  the  success  ■ 
that  has  crowned  the  eft'orts  of  Amon  Brown,  a 
well-known  business  man  of  West  Haven. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  March  18,  1841,  in  the 
historic  old  town  of  Simsbury,  Hnrtford  Co.,  Conn., 
son  of  Asaph  and  Sarah  (Bacon)  Brown,  the  for- 
mer a  lifelong  resident  and  farmer  of  that  place. 
Amon  Brown  passed  his  l>oyhood  days  upon  the 
home  farm,  attending  the  schools  of  Simsburv  and 
Granby,  most  of  the  time  walking  to  a  school  three 
miles    from  his   home.     At   the    age  of    seventeen 


,'i.ti  ii!miijiniwj.;t^v*j>  I, '-'lij-i^.iLmp^'.i'i/iBJim'" 


■3. 


,1 


B 


a 


■;  ■  -v;,.w.-;w^,  ■   ^v  .^.-'.^f^aaiiit.l^n-y  t  i  ,111  iiaflaJMiaaBMiaiJaii 


i 


^. 


w^/^  /y6j''t-/^^-^^/y^'-^ 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


273 


years,  having  been  given  his  time  by  his  father,  he 
left  the  old  homestead,  and  the  next  five  y<;ars  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  Soiithwick.  Mass.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years  we  find  him  conducting  a 
wholesale  fish  market  on  Ferry  str^tet,  in  Hartford, 
Conn.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Xew  Haven, 
and  for  three  years  eng'aged  in  the  yeast  l)usiness ; 
that  conimodity  was  then  sold  in  liquid  form,  being 
a  by-product  of  the  distilleries.  Following  this 
venture  Mr.  Brown  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
meat  business  in  Xew  Haven,  being  located,  re- 
spectively, on  the  corner  of  York  and  George 
streets,  on  George  street  between  York  and  Park 
streets,  and  on  the  corner  of  Park  and  South  streets. 

Mr.  Brown  began  the  baking  business  in  a  store 
at  the  corner  of  Easton  street  and'  Dixwell  avenue. 
New  Haven,  later  removing  his  establishment  to 
West  Haven,  where  he  continued  the  business  until 
Jan.  I,  1898,  on  that  date  selling  the  horses,  wagons, 
etc.,  and  leasing  the  plant  and  business  for  five 
years.  He  was  untiring  in  his  energy  and  devotion 
to  the  building  up  of  his  business,  and  fully  merited 
his  hard-earned  success,  no  employe  of  his  ever  giv- 
ing more  time  and  attention  to  its  defails  than  did 
Mr.  Brown.  The  value  of  West  Haven  real  estate 
appealing  to  him  as  the  best  in  which  to  invest  his 
capital,  Mr.  Brown  has  become  known  as  one  of 
the  leading  dealers  in  realty  in  that  section.  He 
has  led  a  busy  life,  and  though  many  times  ofTered 
nomination  to  town  and  borough  offices  has  in- 
variably declined,  never  feeling  that  he  would  be 
justified  in  sacrificing  'his  business  interests  as  he 
would  have  to  do  to  accept  the  honors. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married.  Dec.  3,  1861,  in  Suf- 
field.  Conn.,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Stevens,  a  descend- 
ant of  an  old  settled  Massachusetts  family,  and 
to  them  have  been  bom  four  children :  (  i )  Willie 
A.  died  Aug.  14,  1864.  (2)  Burt  D.  married  Net- 
tie M.  Baldwin,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  then- 
had  one  child.  Elwood  D.  (3)  Ollie  J.  is  the  wife 
of  William  H.  Brown,  of  New  York  City,  and 
has  two  children,  Willie  A.  and  Charlotte.  (4) 
Mary  E.  is  now  residing  with  her  parents. 

MAIER  KAISER,  prominent  in  insurance  and 
in  the  steamship  ticket  business  in  Waterbury,  and 
one  of  the  most  popular  residents  of  that  city,  is 
a  native  of  Germany,  born  Dec.  25,  1835,  in  Ba- 
varia. 

Bernard  Kaiser,  his  father,  was  of  the  same  na- 
tivity. He  was  a  dealer  i-i  real  estate,  merchandise. 
etc.,  in  Bavaria,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  He 
passed  all  his  life  in  his  native  land,  dying  there  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  married  Hannah 
Neuman,  also  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them :  Clara  died  in  Germany ; 
Caroline  was  married  to  Jacob  Johnson,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  New  Haven  ;  Maier  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Solomon  is  a  speculator  in  Ger- 
many. The  mother  died  a  year  later  than  her  hus- 
band at  the  age  of  seventv-six  vears. 


Maier  Kaiser  received  a  liberal  education  in 
Bavaria,  and  for  three  years  clerked  in  a  bank  there. 
In  1853  he  came  to  .-\merica,  and  shortly  after  land- 
ing went  to  California,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business  for  twelve  years ;  he  also  visited 
various  other  places.  In  December,  1865,  he  came 
to  Waterbury,  and  from  1866  to  1871  conducted  a 
men's  furnishing  goods  store,  in  1871  forming  a 
partnership  with  J.  Johnson,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Johnson  &  Kaiser,  the  well-known  pioneer  clothiers 
of  the  city.  In  1896,  he  took  up  his  present  in- 
surance and  steamship  ticket  business,  in  which  he 
is  meeting  with  excellent  success. 

In  1868  Mr.  Kaiser  married  Babetta  Silverman, 
who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  and  four  children  have 
come  to  bless  this  union ;  Carrie  married  Henry 
Gottgetreu,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  New  York  city ; 
Jacob  is  manager  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Driggs 
&  Smith,  dealers  in  pianos,  etc. ;  Selma  and  Helen 
are  single.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  has  served  the  city  in  the  common  council,  was 
fire  commissioner  twelve  years,  town  treasurer  ten 
years,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  member  of  the 
bureau  of  assessments.  Sociallv  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  F.  &  A.  M..  I.  O.  O.  F.,  I.'O.  B.  B.  and  Order 
of  Red  Men,  the  Concordia  Singing  Society  and 
the   Turnverein. 

HENRY  A.  RIDER  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  oldest  residents,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  men  and  influential  citizens  of  the- 
town  of  Seymour,  in  Xew  Haven  county.  He  w-as 
born  Feb.  28,  1832,  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  son  of 
Ralph  Rider,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  who  was 
by  trade  a  carpenter,  and  followed  that  calling 
throughout  life.  He  did  considerable  business  as- 
a  contractor.  Ralph  Rider  died  in  1842,  esteemed 
and  mourned  by  the  community  at  large.  He  mar- 
ried Harriet  Chapman,  the  only  child  of  Daniel  and'. 
Priscilla  Chapman,  of  Redding.  Fairfield  county,. 
where  her  father  owned  a  farm,  and  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Mrs.  Ralph  Rider  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-five.  Henry  A.  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  four  of  w-hom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. Mary,  the  eldest,  is  the  widow-  of  Joseph  Sher- 
wood. Sheperd  R.  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Seymour. 
Cornelius  resides  at  Quaker  Farms,  Oxford. 

Henry  A.  Rider  was  but  nine  years  old  when 
he  was  left  an  orphan,  and  his  steadfastness  of 
purpose  and  indomitable  pluck  have  won  the  pro- 
nounced success  which  has  been  his  portion.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  he  went  from  Danbury  to  Red- 
ding, where  he  remained  until  he  was  eighteen,  at- 
tending the  common  schools  and  Watertown  Acad- 
emy. When  nineteen  years  old  he  staned  out  in 
life  for  himself,  his  first  employment  being  as  a 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  for  a  real-estate  dealer  and 
livery  proprietor  at  Seymour,  which  tow-n  w-as  his 
home  until  recently.  He  was  industrious,  tem- 
perate and  thrifty,  and  w-ithin  four  years  he  found 
himself  able  to  become  proprietor   where  he  had 


274 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


commenced  as  an  employe.  In  1855  he  bought  out 
his  employer,  and  continued  the  business  alone ; 
under  his  skillful  management  it  grew  steadily.  'Sir. 
Rider  removed  to  Ansonia,  where  he  is  now  suc- 
cessfully  carrying  on   a   real-estate   business. 

On  July  29.  1855,  Mr.  Rider  married  .Miss  Ina 
J.  Carter,  who  was  born  at  W'atertown,  X.  Y. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  marriage: 
Annie,  deceased  ;  George  A. ;  and  Mattie.  George 
A.  married  Lottie  Meader,  of  Hartford,  and  has 
two  sons,  Arthur  F.  and  Perley  B. ;  he  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business  in  New  York  City.  Mat- 
tie  was  married  July  2,  1896.  to  Carlos  H.  Storrs, 
a  member  of  the  Ansonia  Bar. 

Mr.  Rider  has  greatly  prospered  in  business, 
and  has  amassed  a  handsome  fortune  through  the 
'  exercise  of  sound  judgment,  correct  methods  and 
upright  dealing.  He  is  both  respected  for  his  abil- 
'  ity  and  beloved  for  his  many  admirable  qualities 
'  ■  of  heart.  He  is  a  Congregationalist  in  faith,  as  were 
his  ancestors,  and  for  ten  years  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society's  committee.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  has  held  many  local  offices 
through  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  all 
parties.  For  several  years  he  was  constable,  and 
for  one  year  collector  of  taxes.  He  ser\'ed  two 
years  on  the  board  of  relief,  and  from  1889  until 
his  removal  to  Ansonia  held  the  office  of  town 
treasurer,  being  annually  re-elected  to  fill  this  re- 
sponsible position.  For  nine  years  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  town  committee  of  his  party,  and  has 
.been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  many  conventions.  He 
has  done  much  toward  the  improvement  of  Sey- 
mour, dealing  extensively  in  real  estate,  and  hav- 
ing built  and  sold  many  houses.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  potent  fac- 
tor in  every  public  undertaking,  being  regarded  as 
a  safe  counsellor,  at  once  conservative  and  public 
spirited.  ^Ir.  Rider  is  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  be- 
ing a  member  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.;  Mt.  Vernon  Chapter.  R.  A.  ^L ;  and  having 
held  all  the  offices  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  of  which  he 
is  now  past  master.  He  is  also,  by  initiation,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  but  takes  no  active  part  in 
the  order,  and  also  belongs  to  the  L  O.  R.  AL.  being 
a  charter  member  of  the  local  lodge. 

HART  FA^HLY.  Stephen  Hart,  born  about 
1605,  in  Braintree,  County  of  Essex.  England,  came 
to  Massachusetts  Bay  about  1632,  locating  in  Farm- 
ington  among  the  first  settlers. 

Thomas  Hart,  son  of  Deacon  Stephen,  was  born 
in  April,  1644,  and  married  Ruth  Hawkins,  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony  Hawkins,  of  Famiington. 

Hawkins  Hart,  son  of  Thomas,  born  at  Farm- 
ington,  in  1677,  married  (first)  Sept.  7,  1701,  Sarah 
Royce,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Lathrop) 
Royce),  of  Wallingford.  She  died  Jan.  31,  1733, 
aged  forty-nine  years.  He  married  (second)  Jan. 
30,  1734,  Mary  Street.  For  nine  sessions  between 
1714  and   1732  Air.  Hart  represented  Wallingford 


in  the  General  Court.  His  death  occurred  at  Wall- 
ingford May  24,  1735,  when  he  was  aged  fifty-eight 
years. 

The  children  of  Hawkins  and  Sarah  (Royce) 
Hart  were  as  fullows:  Nathaniel  Hart,  born  June 
13,  1702,  married  Martha  Lee;  Ruth,  born  Aug.  13, 
1704,  married  William  Mcrriam ;  one.  born  Sept. 
16,  1706,  died  unnamed  Sept.  22.  1706;  Hawkins, 
born  March  i,  1708,  married  Susanna  Mernam; 
Sarah,  born  May  21,  1710,  married  Stephen  Ives; 
Esther,  born  Aug.  12.  1712,  married  John  Webb; 
Thomas,  born  Sept.  29,  1714.  married  Hannah  Coe; 
Elizabeth,  Ixirn  1716,  married  William  Jeroms ; 
Mary,  born  June  21,  1719,  married  Ebenezer  Haw- 
ley;  and  Benjamin,  born  Tan.  28,  1722,  married 
Phebe  Rich.  By  his  second  marriage  Hawkins 
Hart  became  the  father  of  one  child,  Samuel,  bom 
July  18,   1735,  who  married  Abridge  Fowler. 

Hawkins  Hart,  born  March  i,  1708,  son  of 
Hawkins  and  Sarah    (  Royce)    Hart,  married  Nov. 

30,  1730,  Susanna  Merriam.  Soon  after  their  mar- 
riage they  removed  to  Southington.  and  located  on 
East  Street,  at  what  has  been  known  as  Ezekiel 
Sloper  place,  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway.  His 
wife  died  Feb.  23,  1736-37.  He  married  (second) 
Esther  Gridley,  born  March  17.  1706.  He  died  at 
Southington,  April  17.  1756,  in  his  forty-ninth  year. 
The  children  of  Hawkins  and  Susanna  ( Merriam) 
Hart  were:  Hawkins  Hart,  born  March  8,  1732, 
died  April  4,  1732;  Sarah,  born  May  i,  1733,  died 
Dec.  I,  1742,  aged  nine  years;  Susanna,  born  Dec. 

31,  1734,  died  Dec.  3,  1742,  aged  eight  years;  and 
Hawkins,  born  Jan.  3,  1736-7,  married  Huldah 
Woodruff.  By  the  second  marriage  were  born: 
Luke,  born  Jan.  8,  1738,  married  Deborah  Barnes; 
Josiah,  born  June  30,  1740.  married  Elizabeth  Moss  ; 
Sarah,  born  Nov.  2J,  1742,  died  Oct.  26.  1757,  aged 
fifteen;  David,  born  July  22,  1745,  married  Lucy 
Codner;  Susanna,  born  Jan.  12,  1747,  died  Oct. 
26,  1757,  in  her  tenth  year;  and  Benjamin,  born  Jan. 
4,   175051.  married  Jerusha  Rich. 

Benjamin  Hart,  born  Jan.  4.  1750-51.  at  South- 
ington, son  of  Hawkins  and  Esther  (Gridley)  Hart, 
married  Feb.  25,  1776.  Jerusha  Rich,  at  \\'alling- 
ford  (now  called  Meriden,  near  the  junction  of 
Broad  and  Curtiss  Streets),  where  he  located,  and 
died,  Oct.  7,  1836.  aged  eighty-five  years;  she  died 
Aug.  26,  1832.  During  the  Revolution  he  served, 
in  1776,  in  Captain  Jolm  Couch's  Company.  The 
children  of  Benjamin  and  Jerusha  (Rich)  Hart 
were:  Esther  Hart,  born  Nov.  8.  1776.  married 
(first)  Israel  Hall,  (second)  Marvel  Andrews; 
Lucy,  born  Dec.  20,  1779,  married  Joel  Ives;  Susan- 
nah, born  Jan.  15.  1782,  married  (first)  Comelius 
Hull,  (second)  John  Butler;  Webb,  born  Feb.  21, 
1786.  married  Clarissa  Peck;  Jerusha,  born  Sept.  11, 
1788,  married  Abel  Clark;  and  Samuel  Ives,  born 
Nov.  22,  1792. 

Samuel  Ives,  born  Nov.  22,  1792,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Jerusha  (Rich)  Hart,  married  Abigail 
Doolittle   Hall,   daughter  of  Daniel  and   Elizabeth 
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(Hall)  Hall.  Their  children  were:  Daniel  Hall, 
born  June  19,  1815;  Edmuntl,  born  Aug.  12,  1817, 
died  l""eb.  16,  1818;  Jerusha  and  Elizalieth,  twins, 
born  Aug.  22,  1822,  the  former  of  wlioni  married 
Horace  I'ratt,  and  the  latter  Edward  B.  Miller. 

Danieh  Hall  Hart,  born  June  ig,  1815,  married 
May  14,  1840,  Harriet  Gilbert  Miller,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Gilbert)  Miller,  of  MiddJe- 
town,  born  March  3,  1812,  died  Jan.  14,  1891.  in 
Mericlen.  He  died  in  Meriden,  Oct.  2,  1891.  His 
life  was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Children  of 
Daniel  H.  and  Harriet  Gilbert  (Miller)  Hart:  (i) 
Ives  William,  born  Oct.  4,  1841,  married  Xov.  4, 
1870,  Elsie  Tooley  Lane,  a  widow  and  daughter  of 
Russell  Tooley.  Of  their  children,  Arthur  silli- 
er, born  May  20,  1872,  married  Xov.  18,  1896, 
Catherine  Jane  Owen,  daughter  of  Robert  Owen, 
and  the  one  child  born  to  this  last  named  marriage 
is  Owen  Stephen  Hart,  born  Sept.  23,  1898.  (2) 
Ellen  Delia,  born  Xov.  23,  1842,  resides  on  the 
Aliddletown  road  opposite  Robert  street,  Meriden. 
(3)  Edmund  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  31,  1S45.  married 
Sept.  2^,  1878,  Harriet  Beecher  Denison,  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Lydia  S.  (Xoyes)  Denison.  born 
Dec.  24,  1853,  and  died  Jan.  26,  i88g;  their  children 
were:  Edmund  Denison  (born  Oct.  26,  1879.  died 
July  28,  1882),  Harriet  Edith  (born  July  16,  1883), 
Anna  Eliza  (born  Jan.  20,  1889,  died  April  9,  1889), 
and  Albert  Denison   (born  Jan.  20,  1889). 

H.\LL  F.\MiLV.  John  Hall,  the  first  settler,  was 
known  in  Connecticut  prior  to  1669,  and  his  sons, 
John,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  were  signers  to  the 
Plantation  Covenant,  m  Wallingford.  in  1669-70. 

Thomas  Hall,  son  of  John  the  settler,  married 
Grace  Watson,  June  5,  1673,  and  she  died  May  i, 
1731 ;  his  death  occurred  Sept.  17,  1731.  They  had 
eleven   children. 

Jonathan,  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Grace 
Hall,  was  born  July  25,  1679,  and  married  May  12, 
1703,  Dinah  Andrews,  who  died  Jan.  15,  1760. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hall,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Dinah  ( An- 
drews) Hall,  born  July  11,  1714,  married  Xov.  5, 
1739,  Mary  }klcrse;'he  died  March  7,  1781,  and  she 
died  Oct.  9,  1791.  He  was  the  first  physician  of 
Meriden.  His  surgical  needle  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  great-grandson,  Abijah  Hall,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  his  ledger  is  owned  by  the  Hart  family 
in  East  Zileriden.  The  children  of  Dr.  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Morse)  Hall  were  as  follows:  Mary,  born 
Oct.  6,"  1742,  married  John  Ives.  Isaac,  born  May 
7,  1745.  Joel,  born  April  3.  1747.  died  Oct.  22, 
1748.  Esther,  bom  March  18,  1751.  married  Dr. 
Aaron  Hosford.  Elizabeth,  born  June  11,  1752, 
married  Dr.  Jehiel  Hoadley.  Jonathan  born  Dec. 
^''  1757.  niarried  May  14,  1777,  Martha  Collins. 
who  died  in  May;  1841,  aged  eighty-three  \ears :  he 
died  June  6,  1832,  aged  seventy- four  years. 

Isaac  Hall,  son  of  Dr.  Isaac  and  Mary  (  Morse) 
Hall,  resitlod  in  the  eastern  part  of  Meriden.  in  the 
house  now  owned  by  Rollin  Ives  on  Paddock  ave- 
nue.    He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Third  Company, 


First  Regiment,  of  Light  Horse,  in  this  State.  The 
troops  were  ordered  by  an  Act  of  1776  to  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State,  to  join  the  forces  under  Gen. 
Wooster.  The  ca])tain  of  the  company  being  at  the 
time  sick,  Lieut.  Hall  took  command  of  the  com- 
pany from  Oct.  25,  1776,  to  Dec.  31,  1776,  for  which 
service  neither  he  nor  his  company  received  any  pay. 
The  Assembly  in  October,  1783,  ordered  the  pay- 
table  to  adjust  the  pay  roll  of  said  troop  of  light 
horse,  by  the  rule  before  allowed  by  Congress  to  the 
troops  of  light  horse  in  this  State  while  in  service 
of  the  country ;  and  "draw  on  the  Treasurer,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  Continent."  [Davis  His- 
tory, Page  369.]  Isaac  Hall  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife  whom  he  married  Sept.  6,  1764, 
was  Phebe  Ives,  daughter  of  Abijah  and  ^Iary  Ives; 
his  second  marriage  was  to  Martha  (Mix)  Francis, 
widow  of  Jacob  Francis ;  and  for  his  third  wife  he 
wedded  Lois  Buckley,  widow  of  Prescott  Buckley. 
He  died  in  Leyden,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  17,  1810,  aged  sixty- 
four  years.  The  children  of  Isaac  and  Phebe  (Ives) 
Hall  were:  Mary,  born  July  21,  1766,  married 
William  Topping,  died  September.  1813:  John,  born 

July  3,   1768,  married  Mary  :   Phebe,  born 

Jan.  31,  1770,  married  Elihu  Ives:  Elizabeth,  born 
Sept.  3,  1771,  married  Daniel  Hall  (3)  ;  Sarah,  born 
Oct.  23,  1773;  Isaac,  born  May  19,  1775,  married 
Ruth  Wetmore,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1857,  aged 
eighty-two  years;  Jonathan,  born  Aug.  23,  1776, 
married  (first)  Eliza  Floadley,  and  died  Feb.  22, 
1841 ;  Clarissa,  born  Aug.  12,  1779,  married  Will- 
iam Cutler;  Abijah,  born  Sept.  25,  1781,  married 
Betsey  Mix,  died  Aug.  9,  1857 ;  Sally,  iDorn  Jan.  19, 
1784,  married  William  Cutler.  One  child  was  born 
to  the  third  marriage  of  Isaac  Hall,  Joseph,  born 
1803,  married  Dec.  31,  1826,  Mary  Ann  Crofoot. 

Daniel  Hall  (2),  born  June  i.  1727,  son  of  Dan- 
iel and  ^Martha   (Doolittle)   Hall,  and  grandson  of 
Thomas  Hall,  married  July  27,  1750,  Patience  Bald- 
win, daughter  of  Daniel   Baldwin.     She  died  July 
24,  1756,  aged  thirty  years.     He  married  (second) 
I  in  Xovember,  1758,  Zerviah  Whitmore,  daughter  of 
i   Francis  Whitmore,  of  Middletown,  Conn.    She  was 
j  born  Feb.  27,    1735,   and   died   Oct.  6.    1777,  aged 
!  forty-two  years.    He  married  (third)  Abigail  Doo- 
1  little,  daughter  of  Stephen.     He  died  Oct.  26,  1805. 
'  aged  seventy-eight  years.  They  lived  on  the  old  Mid- 
dleton  road,  now  closed,  a  few  rods  north  of  his  son 
I  Daniel  Hall's  house  which  he  built  in  1828.  this  place 
1  being  now(  1902 ) owned  by  Ives  W.  Hart,  one  of  his 
i  descendants.     The  children  of  Daniel  and  Patience 
j   (Baldwin)  Hall  were:    Esther  Hall,  born  Sept.  15. 
j   1751.  married  Jonathan  Yale;  Lois,  born  Xov.  21, 
I   1752,  died  Dec.  9,  1774:  Eunice,  born  April  4,  1754. 
died  Sept.  20.  1777.  aged  twenty-three  years:  Joel, 
j  born  June  i,  1756.  died  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution- 
i  ary  war,  in  January.  1777.  of  starvation  on  a  prison 
I  ship   in   Xew   York   harbor,   at  the   age  of  twenty 
vears.    Bv  his  second  marriage.  Daniel  Hall  became 
'■  the  father  of:     Zerviah.  born  March  2,  1760,  mar- 
ried Abner  Mitchel :   Sarah,  born   March   5,    1762, 
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married  Rev.  Caleb  Douglass ;  Patience,  born  Aug. 
20,  1764,  married  Amos  Higby  ;  Aaron,  born  Oct. 
2,  1766,  married  Lydia  Hall;  Daniel,  born  1770, 
married  Elizaljeth  Hall ;  and  Lois  Hall,  born  Sept. 
26,  1777,  married  Orchard  Guy. 

Daniel  Hall,  born  1770,  son  of  Daniel  and  Zer- 
viah  (W'hitmore)  Hall,  married  Jur.e  14,  1792, 
Elizabeth  Hall,  born  Sept.  3.  1771,  daughter  of 
Isaac  anil  I'hebe  ( Ives)  Hall.  He  tiled  Jan.  i,  1829. 
She  died  May  5,  1859,  ^^  East  Meriden.  They  had 
one  child,  A'bigail  Doolittle  Hall,  born  Aug.  25, 
1793,  married  Sept.  20,  1814,  Samuel  Ives  Hart, 
who  died  Sept.  10,  1870;  she  died  Dec.  12,  1874. 

ANDREW  BUECHLER  (deceased),  who  for 
over  twenty  years  was  one  of  the  best  known  Ger- 
man citizens  of  Meriden,  and  a  thoroughly  suc- 
cessful business  man,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hes- 
sen,  Germany,  in  1840.  where  he  received  a  good 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  fire-brick  making,  an  occupation  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  ten  years.  Wishing  to  improve  his  con- 
dition, he  came  to  this  country  in  1868,  landing 
in  New  York,  where  he  spent  the  following  year. 
He  was  then  employed  as  a  casemaker  in  a  piano 
factory  at  Xew  Haven,  where  he  remained  until 
1870.  In  April  of  tnat  year  he  came  to  Meriden, 
to  begin  a  business  of  soap  making,  being  the  first 
to  make  that  article  on  an  extensive  scale  in  Meri- 
den.  In  this  line  he  was  engaged  for  two  years. 
In  1874  he  opened  a  German  delicatessen  store, 
which  he  continued  for  eighteen  years,  making  a 
successful  business  record  by  his  close  attention 
\  and  strict  honesty.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  Germans  in  the  city.  In  1889  he 
built  a  fine  brick  block  on  West  Main  street,  and 
made  extensive  improvements  amounting  to  over 
"  $30,000.  A  part  of  this  building  was  destroyed  by 
t  fire  in  1895,  and  was  rebuilt  by  his  son  John  at  a 
I  .  .cost  of  $15,000,  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
j  finest  blocks  on  West  Main  street.  He  also  owned 
other  property  in  the  city. 

Andrew  Buechler  died  in  August,  1S92,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery. 
-  He  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a 
good  Christian  man,  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  politics  he  wai-  a  Democrat,  and 
was  agent  of  the  town  deposit  funds  for  five  years. 
He  belonged  to  Teutonia  Lodge,  Xo.  95,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  the  Deutschen  Ordens  Harugari.  and  took  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  Meriden  Rifle  Club.  Domestic  in  his 
tastes,  he  was  a  kind  father  and  a  devoted  husband. 
Andrew  Buechler  was  married  in  his  native 
country  to  Katharine  Kippe,  who  died  at  her  home 
)  .  in  Meriden  Oct.  4.  iSe^S.  Her  ashes  rest  in  \\'al- 
nut  Grove  cemetery,  and  she.  like  her  husband,  be- 
longed to  the  Lutheran  Church.  She  was  a  woman 
of  high  character  and  kind  heart,  and  was  beloved 
in  her  home,  and  among  her  friends,  of  whom  she 
had  many.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
one  died  in  infancv;  and  John  was  born  in  Xew 
York  May  8,  1866.' 


John  Buechler  came  to  Meriden  with  his  par- 
ents, and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  From 
boyhood  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, and  since  the  death  of  the  latter  has  man- 
aged the  estate  left  him  with  unusual  ability  and 
business  sagacity.  On  March  2,  it<92.  Joini  Buech- 
ler was  married,  in  Meriden,  to  Rose  Yettcr,  who 
was  born  at  Slielluirne  Falls,  .Mass.,  a  daughter  of 
Casper  and  Margaret  (Karl)  Yetter,  both  of  whom 
were  German  born  and  bred,  but  who  died  in  Xew 
Britain,  Conn.  Mrs.  Buechler  is  a  woman  of  good 
business  ability,  genial  manners,  and  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother.  She  and  her  husband  belong  to  the 
Lutheran  Church.  To  them  have  come  three  chil- 
dren:  Margaret  and  Catherine  (twins),  the  first 
named  dying  young;  and  Edna.  Politically  Mr. 
Buechler  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  no  aspiration  for 
official  position.  He  belongs  to  the  Turnverein  and 
the  Saengerbund  of  Meriden,  and  he  is  a  highly 
1  respected  and  much  esteemed  citizen  of  the  com- 
i  munity  in  which  his  long  and  useful  life  is  passing. 

I         WILLIAM  M.  MERWIX.  of  Milford,  the  real 
I  pioneer  in   the  business  of  oyster  growing  in   his 
I  locality,  was  born  April  24,  1827,  near  the  site  of 
i  his    present    residence.      He   has    been   one   of   the 
i  most  successful  men  of  his  time  in  his  town,  a  man 
whose  life  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  finding  suc- 
i  cess  only  after  trying  periods  and  conditions  that 
would   have   defeated   one   less   persistent.      In   his 
I  tenacity  of  purpose  lies  the  secrat  of  his  prosperity. 
I  That   salient   characteristic   has   stood    against   the 
I  advice  of  all.  and  achieved  success  against  the  pre- 
dictions of  almost  the  entire  community.     Mr.  Mer- 
win  has  surrounded  himself  and  family  with  com- 
forts and  luxuries  such  as  in  his  early  life  would 
have  seemed  impossible,  but  all  this  has  not  served 
to  change  the  man  ;  he  is  the  same  approachable, 
plain-going  individual,  whose  manner  is  in  no  way 
suggestive  of  pride,  or  self-consciousness.    Friends 
of  former  days  who  may  have  be^n  less  success- 
ful are  the  friends  of  to-day. 

The  Merwin  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
town  and  is  descended  from  Miles  Merwin.  who 
came  from  England  in  1646,  and  settled  in  Mil- 
ford,  where  he  died  April  23,  1697,  aged  seventy- 
four. 

John  Merwin,  son  of  \Miles.  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1646  and  died  in  ^^lilford  in  1728. 

John  ^lerwin  (2)  was  born  in  Milford  April 
16,   1683,  and  died  in   1762. 

John  Merwin  (3)  was  born  in  Milford  in  April,. 
1707. 

Da\nd  Merwin.  our  subject's  grandfather,  a 
native  of  Milford,  was  baptized  in  1743.  He- 
owned  and  operated  a  tannery  where  the  hat  fac- 
tory is  now  located,  and  later  he  purchased  a  farm 
on  the  Sound,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Eunice  Perr>".  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Huntington.  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  who  was  born  in  1747.  and  died  in  1S36. 
Thev  had  eleven  children:     David,  who  succeeded 
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his  father  in  the  tannery  business;  Isaac,  who  went 
to  Penns\lvania :  John,  who  died  in  IJriilgeport, 
and  the  twins.  ^lark  and  Merritt,  all  four  of  whom 
were  farmers;  Mary,  who  married  a  Mr.  lialdwin, 
a  farmer;  Susan,  who  married  a  Mr.  Piatt,  a 
farmer;  Eur.ice,  who  died  unmarried;  Martha,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Davis,  a  miller  of  Hamden.  Conn. ; 
Mdiitable.  who  married  a  Mr.  Potter,  a  carpenter 
in  Orange;  and  Xancy,  who  married  a  Mr.  Stone. 
Of  these  children,  one  attained  the  age  of  ninety- 
five,  and  two  others  more  than  ninety ;  four  lived 
to  be  over  eighty,  and  four  over  seventy.  David 
Merwin,  the  father,  died  in   1816. 

Merritt  Merwin,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom 
in  1792,  at  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Mil- 
ford,  on  "Factory  Lane,"  and  died  Jan.  20,  1863. 
Throughout  his  life  he  followed  farming,  and  lie 
was  the  first  man  in  the  town  to  raise  vegetable 
seeds  for  the  n-.arket.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  later  a  Republican,  and  for  many  vears 
he  and  his  wife  were  leading  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Milford.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Peck,  who  was  born  in  Milford.  in  April, 
1796,  and  who  died  Xov.  5,  1876.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Peck,  a  merchant  in  Milford, 
and  his  wife,  Rachel  Bennett,  and  traced  her  de- 
scent from  Joseph  Peck,  an  Englishman,  who  set- 
tled in  Milford  at  an  early  pK;riod.  The  line  of 
descent  is  as  follows;  Joseph,  the  pion-:er:  Joseph 
and  his  wife,  Alice;  Samuel,  born  in  1653;  Samuel 
(2),  born  July  13,  1690;  Samuel  (3),  born  in  1716, 
died  in  1801  ;  Samuel  (4),  born  in  1736,  died  in 
1822,  and  Ephraim  Peck,  2\lrs.  Menvin's  father. 
Two  children  were  bom  to  Merritt  and  Catherine 
(Peck)  Merwin:  William  M.  our  subject;  and 
Charles  D.,  born  in  1841,  now  a  resident  of 
Brooklyn. 

William  ]\I.  Alerwin  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  ^lilford,  and  after  his  twelfth  year 
attended  school  only  in  winter,  his  help  being 
needed  on  the  farm.  At  fifteen  he  left  school  al- 
together, and  in  early  manhood  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  and  later  conducted  a  retail 
coal  business  for  alxDut  ten  years.  He  became  in- 
terested in  the  oyster  business  in  1878,  and  al- 
though the  product  for  three  years  was  destroyed 
by  winds  he  continued,  losing  thousands  of  dollars. 
Much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  community,  he 
finally  made  a  complete  success  of  the  enterprise, 
thus  opening  a  new  field  of  labor  in  the  locality, 
and  at  present  he  also  has  oyster  beds  in  P'rovidence. 
He  was  the  first  grower  to  employ  a  steamer  of  his 
own  in  the  business,  and  his  large  trade  now  re- 
<iuires  three.  The  interests  of  his  town  have  al- 
ways called  forth  loyal  effort,  and  he  has  been  in- 
strumental in  hiaving  factories  built  there,  and  in 
the  organization  of  tne  Milfoid  Savings  Bank.  In 
politics  he  was  once  a  \\  hig.  and  now  a  Repub- 
lican, and  his  influence  as  a  man  of  brains,  energy 
and  honesty  is  felt  in  public  att'airs,  his  advice  being 
heeded  by  every  one,  from  Congressman  down  to 


the  humblest  voter.  He  was  the  first  resident  com- 
missioner appointed  by  the  State  to  lay  out  oyster 
beds.  He  owns  a  beautiful  home  in  Nlilford  and 
one  in  Florida,  where  he  has  spent  his  winters  for 
a  number  of  years.  His  present  residence,  while 
originally  built  in  1850.  has  been  greatly  remodeled 
and  improved,  and  is  one  of  the  comfortable  homes 
of  the  town,  and  stands  in  the  same  yard  with  the 
old  homestead,  in  which  our  subject  was  bcrn,  and 
in  which  yard  our  subject  played  as  a  boy.  It  is 
doubtful  if  there  is  another  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  town,  where  one  man  has  resided  for  sev- 
enty-four years  in  the  same  yard,  and  now  sees 
his  great-grandchild,  Charlotte  M.  Andrew  (and 
grandchild  of  his  son  Merritt  W.),  play  where 
he,  too,  played  as  a  child.  In  adjoining  houses  live 
his  two  sons,  fomiing  a  most  pleasant  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  ^lerwin  has  never  sought  public  honor 
or  notoriety.  During  his  active  life  he  was  a  busi- 
ness man  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  whatever  position 
he  attained  in  public  affairs  was  unsought,  and 
simply  the  result  of  his  public-spirited  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  town. 

On  Jan.  10,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Peck,  in  New  York,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  of  Hous- 
ton Street  Congregational  Church,  and  they  have 
two  sons,  Dumond  P.  and  Merritt  W..  both  of 
whom  are  members  of  the  firm.  Mrs.  Merwin  was 
bom  in  Orange,  Conn..  Jan.  10.  1828,  the  daughter 
of  Harvey  Peck,  and  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Peck, 
the  pioneer.  The  line  of  descent  is  as  follows : 
Joseph  (i )  ;  Joseph  (2)  and  Alice,  his  wife:  Sam- 
uel, born  in  1653;  Samuel  (2),  born  in  1690; 
Samuel  (3),  born  in  1716.  died  in  1801,  married 
Hannah  Jennings,  of  Fairfield;  Samuel  (41.  born 
in  August.  1736,  died'  in  1822.  married  Mehitable 
Smith,  of  Milford,  born  in  1740;  Hezekiah.  born 
in  Milford  in  December.  I7(>8.  died  in  January, 
1846,  married  Sarah  Bull,  of  Milford.  born  in  1768, 
died  in  June,  1837;  and  Harvey  (Mrs.  Merwin's 
father),  who  was  born  Feb.  18,  1799.  and  died 
May  8,  i860.  Harvey  Peck  was  a  prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Orange  in  his  day ;  he  married  Susan 
Fenn,  of  the  same  town  (who  was  bom  in  1810, 
and  died  in  Warren.  Ohio,  in  1889),  and  had  seven 
children:  Susan,  Mary,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  George. 
Hezekiah  and  Caroline,  of  whom  but  three  are  liv- 
ing, Mary,  Mrs.  Merwin  and  Hezekiah. 

Mrs.  Merwin  has  proven  a  helpmeet,  indeed, 
and  during  over  h^lf  a  century  of  married  life  has 
given  her  husband  her  constant  help,  ami  has  loyal- 
ly encouraged  his  eft'orts.  Mr.  Merwin"s  accumu- 
lation of  property  is  not  to  iiim  nor  his  good  wife 
their  greatest  source  of  satisfaction — that  rests  in 
the  fact  that  their  eft'orts  to  rear  their  sons  have 
been  successful,  and  that  to-day  the  sons  are  a 
credit  to  any  parentage,  and  are  numbered  air.ong 
the  best  business  men  of  the  town,  successfully 
conducting  a  business  the  foundation  of  which  was 
the  most  trying  part  in  their  father's  life,  and  the 
corner-stone  of  his  success. 
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FREDERICK  ROBERT  SEIDEXSTICKER. 
Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Meriden  is  Fred- 
erick Robert  Seidcnsticker,  who  for  a  period  of 
some  thirty-five  years  has  reflected  credit  upon  that 
city,  through  his  artistic  skill  as  a  designer.  He 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  i'a.,  Aug.  30,  1838,  of 
German  ancestry. 

Jerome  Napoleon  Seidcnsticker,  his  father,  was 
bom  in  Goettingen,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover. 
Germany,  and  was  named  in  honor  of  King  Jerome  i 
Napoleon,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  great  Emperor 
of  France.  Jerome  was  King  of  \Vestphalia  at  the 
time  of  his  birth,  and  Anton  Johann  Julius  Seidcn- 
sticker, father  of  Jerome  Napoleon  Seidcnsticker, 
was  clerk  of  the  chancery  at  his  court.  Jerome  Na- 
poleon Seidcnsticker  was  educated  in  his  native 
country,  and  after  learning  the  trade  of  bookbinder 
came  to  America  to  pursue  it.  Taking  passage  on 
a  sailing  vessel,  he  reached  Baltimore,  Aid.,  and 
there  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  accoimt,  con- 
tinuing in  the  bookbinding  business  for  several  j 
years.  Later  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  j 
also  engaged  in  business,  still  later  removing  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he 
conducted  a  similar  business,  spending  his  last 
years  in  that  city.  There  his  death  occurred  in 
1883,  and  his  remains  lie  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery. 
The  business  career  of  Mr.  Seidensticker  was  a 
fairly  successfid  one,  and  his  private  life  was  be- 
yond reproach.  For  many  years  he  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  living  up  to  his 
religious  professions.  Fraternally  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  a  lodge  of 
that  order  in  Baltimore.  In  politics  he  supported 
the  Republican  party. 

The  mother  of  Frederick  R.  Seidensticker,  of 
Meriden,  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Maria  Busch.  She  survived  her 
husband  until  1895.  passing  away  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  rests  beside  him  in  Forest  Hill  cemetery.  She 
was  a  most  devout  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  reared  her  children  to  lives 
of  morality,  setting  them  an  example  of  Christian 
virtue.  A  family  of  eight  children  was  born  to 
her,  some  of  whom  have  passed  away,  others  re- 
maining to  be  useful  and  honorable  members  of 
society :  James  died  in  Chicago ;  Richard  is  also 
deceased ;  Emma  is  deceased ;  Clara  is  the  widow 
of  James  Calvin ;  George  is  a  steel  engraver,  in 
Boston,  Mass. :  Bertha  resides  in  Boston ;  William 
is  a  well-known  artist  and  resides  at  South  Fram- 
ingham,  Alass.  As  will  be  seen,  the  family  is  one 
of   unusual    attainments. 

Frederick  R.  Seidensticker  was  liberally  edu- 
cated, being  afforded  every  advantage  possible  both 
in  the  Quaker  City  and  in  Boston.  From  his  earliest 
youth  he  had  shown  artistic  talent,  and  this  leaning 
was  recognized  by  his  parents,  who,  willing  and 
anxious  to  foster  and  develop  it,  sent  the  talented 
youth  to  Germany,  placing  him  under  teachers  who 
thoroughly  instructed  him  in  the  art  of  designing, 


in  sculpture  and  in  silversmithing,  his  studies  being 
followed  with  all  the  advantages  offered  in  the 
beautiful  and  artistic  cities  of  P.erlin  (with  David 
Vollgaldt  &  Son)  and  X'ienna  (with  the  Imperial 
silversmiths,  Meyerhotifer  &  Klinkosch),  For 
three  years  he  was  under  instruction  there,  and  then- 
returned  to  Boston,  prepared  to  teach  designing, 
following  this  profession  in  that  city  until  1870,  and 
becoming  well  and  favorably  known  in  artistic 
circles.  In  the  year  last  named  Mr.  Seidensticker 
accepted  a  position  as  designer  with  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Bradley  &  Hubbard,  in  Meriden, 
and  remained  with  this  house  for  seventeen  years, 
becoming  known  all  over  the  State  for  the  beauty 
and  utility  of  his  designs.  Following  this  con- 
nection, Mr.  Seidensticker  became  connected  with 
the  Breckenridge  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  con- 
ducted business  successfully  for  several  years  but 
later  failed. 

In  1880.  Mr.  Seidensticker  built  a  fine  residence 
on  Lincoln  street,  this  city,  which  is  a  repository 
of  many  valuable  works  of  art,  executed  bv  himself 
and  by  his  son,  Robert,  who  inherits  a  high  order 
of  talent.  From  his  earliest  boyhood  the  latter  has 
displaved  wonderful  ability,  some  work  that  he  ex- 
ecuted when  but  five  years  of  age  showing  remark- 
able artistic  conception.  His  talent  has  been  fos- 
tered, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
world  will  yet  hear  of  this  young  man  in  the  field 
of   sculpture    and    design. 

In    1876   Frederick    R.    Seidensticker   was   mar- 
ried  in   Meriden,   to   Miss   Harriet  E.   Beach,   who 
was  bom  in  Meriden,  a  daughter  of  George  Beach. 
Children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  this  union : 
Georgia,  who  was  educated  in  the  Meriden  schools, 
graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  valued  teachers  in  this  city:  May.  also  a  grad- 
uate  of   the    high    school ;    Robert,    also    well    edu- 
]  cated  and  connected  with  H.  K.  Bush  Brown,  the 
t  well-known  sculptor  of  Newburgh,  on  the  Hudson 
I  river:  and  Richard  and  Harold,  who  are  yet  stu- 
I  dents. 

I  Fraternallv  Mr.  Seidensticker  is  connected  with 
I  Meridian  Lodge.  No.  77.  A.  F.  &  A.  M. :  Kevstone 
1  Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  M.:  Hamilton  Council.  No. 
i  22,  R.  &  S.  M. :  St.  Elmo  Commandery.  No.  9.  K. 
j  T. ;  LaFayette  Consistory,  of  New  Haven :  and  the 
1  Alystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport.  In  politics  he  votes 
I  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  little  taste  for 
I  political  life.  The  religious  connection  of  the  fam- 
I  ilv  is  with  the  First  Congregational  Church. 
j  Beach.  The  Beach  family,  of  which  Mrs. 
Seidensticker  is  a  member,  was  established  in  Amer- 
I  ica  bv  Samuel  Beach,  who  came  to  New  Haven- 
i  from  England.  His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Sanford, 
I  and  his  second  a  Miss  Potter. 

I  (II)  Benjamin  Beach,  onlv  son  of  Samuel,  above 

1  mentioned,    was    a    farmer    in    North    Haven.     He 
'  married  a  Ali-s  Blacklcv.  and  had  three  sons.     One 
:  of  these. 
'         (.III)  Benjamin  Beach  went  from  North  Haven 
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to  Clnisetown  (now  Seymour),  being  the  first  set- 
tled pastor  of  the  Cong^regational  Church  there. 
He  moved  into  the  parish  house,  then  just  com- 
pleted, in  March,  1790. 

(IV)  Elias  Beach,  son  of  Benjamin  (2),  died 
in  North  Haven  Aug.  17,  1822,  aged  eighty-one 
years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  passed  away  Dec.  3, 
1821,  at  the   age  of   seventy-six   years. 

(V)  JMajor  John  Beach,  son  of  Elias,  acquired 
his  title  because  of  his.  militia  service.  He  was 
born  July  4,  1786,  in  North  Plaven,  and  died  Jan. 
29,  1865.  He  taught  many  winter  terms  of  school, 
while  pursuing  agriculture  in  summer.  Prominent 
in  town  affairs  he  served  several  years  as  select- 
man, and  was  representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  joined  the 
Republican  party  upon  its  organization.  In  early 
life  he  acce]3ted  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  during  his  last  years  affiliated  with  the 
Congregational  organization.  His  wife,  Betsey 
(Blakeslee)  was  born  in  North  Haven  JSIay  12, 
1787,  and  died  July  12,  1856.  Their  children  were: 
Nelson  John,  born  Nov.  12,  1814;  Julius  V^espasian, 
March  14,  1817;  George,  Nov.  21,  1820;  Roxana, 
Aug.  2,  1829. 

(VI)  George  Beach  attended  the  district  schools 
of  North  Haven,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  home  farm.  He  came  to  IMeriden  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  employed  by  the  Charles 
Parker  Co.  as  foreman  in  one  of  the  factories,  a 
position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  6,  1856.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a  Whig 
and  Republican,  and  made  the  Golden  Rule  his 
standing  through  life.  He  was  a  member  of 
Meridian  Lodge,  No.  ~~,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Meriden, 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  his   acquaintance. 

On  Aug.  7,  1845,  Mr.  Beach  was  married  to 
Lydia  Redfield,  a  native  of  Guilford,  and  sister  of 
Mrs.  Norman  C.  Hall,  of  Meriden,  whose  genea- 
logical line  will  be  found  in  the  biographv  of  the 
late  Air.  Hall.  Mrs.  Beach  died  Feb.  18,  1897,  and 
was  buried  in  the  East  cemetery.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely :  Hattie  Estelle, 
Mrs.  Frederick  R.  Seidensticker :  George  Arthur,  a 
resident  of  Wallingford ;  Frank  Major,  residing  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. :  and  Ida  May,  wife  of  Dr. 
Edgar   A.   Wilson,   of    Meriden. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  HENRY  LARDER,  of 
New  Haven,  is  a  retired  sea  captain,  and  has  a  va- 
ried and  eventful  history.  Many  exciting  experi- 
ences have  come  to  him.  and  he  has  passed  through 
some  thrilling  and  dangerous  moments.  He  has 
kept  himself  in  safety,  and  throughout  his  active 
years  was  known  as  a  capable,  brave  and  trusty  sea- 
man. 

Capt.  Larder  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
May  20,  1837,  and  his  father,  William  Larder,  lived 
and  died  in  England.  The  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  his  name  is  preserved  as  that  of  an  industrious 


and  hard-working  man.  Mary  Ann  Vickers,  his 
wife,  was  a  native  of  lungland,  where  her  life  was 
spent,  anrl  where  .she  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Capt. 
Larder  attended  school  ijut  little,  and  early  began 
working  on  his  father's  fann.  When  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age  he  came  to  this  country  and  made  his 
home  in  Ilarwinton,  Conn.,  for  a  time,  then  moving 
to  Hartford,  to  learn  the  file-cutter's  trade  with 
James  Arthur,  with  whom  the  lad  spent  one  year. 
He  went  to  sea  on  the  whaler  "Catherine,"  sailing 
from  New  London,  to  the  Cape  \'erde  Islands,  the 
River  Plata,  and  from  there  spending  a  long  time 
in  the  Indian  Ocean.  He  was  absent  from  Con- 
necticut some  two  years,  and  left  the  "Catherine"  at 
St.  Helena,  where  Napoleon  was  exiled,  and  where 
he  waited  si.x  weeks  for  another  vessel,  upon  which 
to  sail.  Finally  he  sailed  to  Lonrlon  on  the  "Kanga- 
roo," which  he  left  in  that  city,  and  sailed  on  the 
"Catherine"  for  the  East  Indies.  With  this  ship  he 
spent  a  year,  and  at  Bombay  shipped  on  the 
"Granger"  for  Cape  Good  Hope,  but  on  the  way  the 
vessel  sprang  a  leak,  and  was  compelled  to  seek  the 
harbor  at  Isle  of  France,  where  she  was  condemned, 
and  Mr.  Larder,  after  a  stay  of  about  three  months 
in  that  port,  signed  as  a  sailor  on  board  the  bark 
"Alvira,"  bounci  for  Amsterdam,  where  he  spent 
some  two  months,  and  then  went  to  London.  His 
next  voyage  w-as  made  on  the  "Lord  Raglan,"  a 
merchant  ship,  bound  for  the  East  Indies,  but  at 
Bombay  Mr.  Larder  went  on  board  the  "Dashing 
Wave,"  of  Boston,  with  which  he  went  again  to  the 
Isle  of  France,  and  later  to  Boston.  The  young 
sailor  lad  engaged  on  "R.  C.  Dyer,"  a  coasting  ves- 
sel, sailing  from  Belfast,  Maine,  to  Wilmington,  N. 
C,  and  to  Marques,  Porto  Rico.  Returning  to  this 
country,  he  became  a  sailor  on  the  brig  "Benjamin 
L.  Swan,"  engaged  in  carrying  mules  to  Santa  Cruz, 
and  rums  on  the  return  voyages,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  three  years.  With  the  "Newitus,"  he 
was  engaged  for  about  a  year  by  the  same  tirm,  and 
was  then  employed  on  the  "Rainbow,"  engaged  in 
the  Porto  Rico  trade  for  eighteen  months,  carrying 
general  cargo,  and  returning  with  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses. On  the  "Gen.  Armstrong"  he  was  a  sailor 
for  a  time,  and  was  still  in  the  Porto  Rico  trade.  On 
the  "L.  W.  Armstrong."  a  full  rigged  brig,  in  the 
same  line,  he  was  mate  for  several  months,  and  for 
two  years  held  the  same  position  on  the  "Ellen 
Perkins."  a  coasting  vessel,  running  to  Mrginia, 
then  became  first  mate  on  the  "Nathan  Barrett." 
and  spent  a  year  on  the  "Emeline,"  in  the  coasting 
trade.  After  this  he  was  employed  on  a  government 
j  cutter  for  one  season  of  eight  months,  and  was  then 
i  made  "buoy  setter."  After  this  period  of  govcrn- 
1  ment  service  he  next  engaged  on  the  "T.  C.  Ly- 
man," a  coasting  schooner,  serving  both  as  mate 
and  captain  at  (litTcrent  times  for  some  two  years, 
when  he  became  master  of  the  coasting  schooner 
1  "Signal"  for  one  season.  He  then  secured  a  part  in- 
]  terest  in  the  "Gloucester,"  becoming  its  master  for 
I  a  year.    He  also  had  an  interest  in  the  "Daniel  Mor- 
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ris,"  and  sailed  as  its  master  for  three  years.  Capt. 
Larder  was  three  years  master  of  the  coaster  "Julia 
A.  Berkle,"  and  of  the  "lialtimore,"  a  schooner,  for 
one  year.  For  another  year  he  was  master  and  sole 
owner  of  the  coaster  "Li.  ¥ .  Woolsey,"  and  also  sole 
owner  and  master  of  the  coaster  "Sarah  L.  Thomp- 
son," another  year.  For  one  season  he  was  master 
and  largest  share  owner  of  the  schooner  "Sparkling 
Sea,"  and  for  three  years  master  and  fourth  owner 
of  the  "Ella  H.  Barnes."  For  seven  years  he  was 
master  of  the  "Henry  H.  Grant"  (of  which  he  was 
largest  owner  for  some  years),  engaged  in  a  coast- 
ing and  West  Indies  trade,  and  on  the  "Royal 
Arch"  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Of  this  last  vessel  he 
was  a  half  owner,  and  later,  in  1895,  this  vessel  sunk 
in  the  Nantucket  Shoals  under  Capt.  Wentworth, 
■of  Boston. 

Capt.  Larder  has  lived  a  retired  life  since  that 
year,  feeling  that  the  vicissitudes  and  dangers 
through  which  he  has  passed  well  entitle  him  to  such 
rest  and  comfort  as  he  can  command  in  the  closing 
years  of  a  career  so  richly  varied,  and  so  fraught 
with  interesting  memories.  In  igoo  he  bought  his 
present  home  at  Xo.  144  Dwight  street,  Xew  Ha- 
ven, which  he  has  greatly  remodeled  and  improved. 
In  W'ooster  Lodge.  Xo.  79,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Xew 
Haven,  he  has  long  been  a  familiar  and  welcome 
presence.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not 
very  actively  interested  in  partisan  affairs,  and  pre- 
fers to  keep  away  from  political  discussions  and 
issues,  taking  a  keen  and  philosophical  interest 
rather  than  a  partisan  interest  in  the  government  of 
the  country,  and  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

For  his  first  wife  Capt.  Larder  married  Amelia 
Jane  Bowboy,  of  Albany,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
one  vear;  and  Marietta  Amelia,  who  married  Charles 
A.  Lamb,  and  has  four  children,  \iolet,  Harry,  Elsie 
(who  died  in  infancy),  and  Evangeline  \'ivian. 
(They  reside  on  Spring  street).  Mrs.  Amelia  Jane 
Larder  died  in  1889.  For  his  second  wife  Capt. 
Larder  wedded  Ida  H.  Vickers,  of  Farmington, 
Conn.,  and  to  this  marriage  came  Raymond  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years)  and  Leslie. 

-DWIGHT  WOODWARD  BALDWIX,  of 
New  Haven,  where  at  the  corner  of  Park  and  Crown 
streets  he  is  engaged  as  a  carriage  manufacturer 
and  a  dealer  in  harness,  whips,  blankets,  robes,  etc., 
is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  city. 

Born  March  21,  1850.  in  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  son 
of  the  late  George  R.  T.  and  Sarah  A.  (Smith) 
Baldwin,  of  Washington  and  Waterbur\-.  and  is  de- 
scended on  both  sides  from  old  and  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  Connecticut.  Xathaniel  Baldwin,  the  emi- 
grant ancestor  of  that  branch  of  the  American  Bald- 
wins to  which  our  subject  belongs,  and  one  of  the 
first  planters  of  Milford,  where  he  was  a  free  planter 
in  1639^  was  a  son  of  John  Baldwin,  of  Parish- 
Cholesbury,   Buckinghamshire,  England,  who  died 


in  1633,  and  a  grandson  of  Richard  Baldwin,  who 
died  in  155.3.  Xathaniel  Baldwin  was  a  cooper  by 
trade.  He  moved  to  I'airfield,  where  in  1641  he 
married  Abigail  Cam[),  who  united  with  the  church 
in  Milford  in  i''»44,  and  died  in  1648.  He  subse- 
quently married  Joanna  Westcoat.  Xathaniel  Bald- 
win died  in  1658.  I'rom  this  emigrant  ancestor 
Dwight  W.  Baldwin,  of  Xew  Haven,  is  a  descend- 
ant in  the  ninth  generation,  his  line  being  through 
Daniel,  Sergt.  Daniel  (2),  Jsihn,  Enos,  Samuel,  Her- 
man and  George  R.  T.  Baldwin. 

(II)  Daniel  Baldwin,  son  of  Xathaniel  the  emi- 
grant, born  and  baptized  in  Milford  in  1644,  mar- 
ried in  1665  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Bots- 
ford,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Milford.  This 
couple  after  their  marriage  continued  to  reside  in 
Milford.     He  died  in   171 1. 

(III)  Sergt.  Daniel  Baldwin  (2),  son  of  Daniel, 
born  in  1668,  died  in  1725.  He  made  his  home  in 
Milford,  where  his  wife,  Sarah,  died  in  17 10. 

(IV)  John  Baldwin,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  baptized 
in  Milford  in  1693,  married  Mary  ( whose  surname 
was  very  likely  Camp),  and  they  made  2kIilford 
their  home. 

(V)  Enos  Baldwin,  son  of  John,  born  in  1730, 
married  Elizabeth  Xorthrop,  born  in  1733.  They 
resided  on  Church  Hill,  in  Washington,  Conn.  Enos 
finally  went  to  Genesee,  X.  Y.,  and  died  some  time 
prior  to   1818. 

(VI)  Samuel  Baldwin,  son  of  Enos,  born  in 
1768,  married  in  1792  Sarah  Logan,  born  in  1775, 
and  lived  in  the  town  of  Washington.  Connecticut. 

(VH)  Herman  Baldwin,  son  of  Samuel,  born 
in  Washington  in  1800.  married  Anna  Caroline, 
daughter  of  John  Trowbridge,  of  Roxbury.  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  a  manufacturer,  and  until  sixty  years 
of  age  resided  in  \\'ashington,  thence  removing  to 
Waterbury  and  later  to  Xew  Haven,  where  he 
passed  the  last  sixteen  years  of  his  life  with  the 
firm  of  C.  Pierpont  &  Co.  He  was  upright  in  busi- 
ness and  pure  in  private  life.  A  man  of  genius, 
he  devised  and  invented  a  number  of  useful  articles, 
among  which  were  Baldwin's  American  Feed  Cut- 
ter and  Baldwin's  Safety  Fly  \\'heel.  Mr.  Bald- 
win died  Sept.  11,  1881,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

(VIII)  George  R.  T.  Baldwin,  son  of  Herman, 
and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  1823.  in  the  t(7\vn  of  \\'ashington.  and  mar- 
ried in  1848  Sarah  A.,  daughter  cf  Dennis  and 
Sarah  (Woodward)  Smith,  of  Watertown,  Conn. 
To  this  union  came  two  sons :  Dwight  Woodward 
and  Herman  T. ;  the  latter,  born  May  6.  1853.  died 
aged  about  nine  \ears.  The  father  was  a  manu- 
facturer by  trade  and  occupation,  and  a  man  of  high 
honor  and  integrity,  and  commanded  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  communities  in  which  his  life  was 
passed.  He  lived  in  Washington  and  Waterbury, 
dying  in  the  latter  city  in  i8fx). 

Dwight  Woodward  Baldwin,  son  of  George  R. 
T.,  was  reared  in  his  native  town  and  Waterbury. 
and  in  an  atmosphere  of  mechanics  and  manufact- 
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uring:,  and  imbibed  no  douljt  from  his  father  and 
grandfather  his  tastes  in  these  Hnes.  He  received 
quite  a  Hberal  eckication  in  the  W'aterbiiry  hipjh 
school,  from  which  institution  he  was  ixracUiated, 
and  in  the  National  Business  College,  at  Xew  Ha- 
ven. He  commenced  his  business  career  in  1868, 
in  New  Haven,  as  bookkeeper  for  H.  N.  Whittlesey 
&  Co.,  dealers  in  crockery  ware,  located  in  Chapel 
street.  His  next  business  e.xperience  was  with  the 
manufacturing  concern  of  C.  I'ierpont  &  Co.,  whose 
place  of  business  was  at  the  corner  of  Park  and 
Crown  streets,  and  with  this  establishment  he  was 
identified  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-five 
years,  which  speaks  loudly  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  employers.  He  was  su- 
perintendent and  manager  of  their  works,  of  which, 
in  January,  1896,  he  became  proprietor.  Mr.  Bald- 
win is  a  clean-cut,  energetic,  far-sighted  business 
man,  and  one  of  New  Haven's  substantial  citizens. 
He  has  served  his  ward  (the  second)  in  the  com- 
mon council. 

On  Sept.  30,  1872,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  to 
Mary  Ada.  daughter  of  Elisha  Dickerman,  of  New 
Haven.  They  have  had  four  children :  Carrie 
Trowbridge,  born  in  1873  :  Hattie  A.,  Lorn  in  1877, 
who  died  in  1880:  George  H.,  born  in  1879,  "^^^o 
died  in  1886;  and  Howard  D.,  born  in  1886. 

HON.  T.  ATWATER  BARNES.  The  late 
Amos  Foot  Barnes  and  son,  Hon.  T.  Atwater 
Barnes,  now  prominently  identified  with  several 
financial  institutions  of  New  Haven,  together  and 
in  turn  have  for  nearly  sixty  years  been  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  that  city. 

T.  Atwater  Barnes,  son  of  Amos  Foot  and 
Nancy  Richards  (Atv.-ater)  Barnes,  and  grandson 
of  Capt.  Merritt  Barnes,  who  through  a  long  life- 
time was  an  honored  citizen  of  Watertown,  Conn.,' 
is  on  his  mother's  side  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
first  families  of  the  Colony  of  New, Haven. 

David  Atwater  was  one  of  the  first  planters  of 
New  Haven,  and  in  the  first  division  of  lands  of  the 
town  a  farm  was  assigned  him  in  the  "Neck"  be- 
tween Mill  and  Ouinnipiac  rivers,  on  which  he  lived, 
it  is  believed,  until  his  death,  in  1692.  From  this 
first  American  ancestor,  T.  Atwater  Barnes  is  a 
descendant  in  the  eighth  generation,  his  line  being 
through  Jonathan,  David  (2),  Jonathan  (2). 
Thomas,  Thomas  (2)  and  Nancy  R.  (Atwater) 
Barnes. 

(II)  Jonathan  Atwater,  son  of  David,  the 
planter,  born  in  1656,  married  in  1681  Ruth  Peck. 
He  was  a  merchant,  and  died  in  1726. 

(III)  David  Atwater  (2).  son  of  Jonathan,  born 
in  1G83,  married  (second)  in  1718  Tabitha  Whit- 
head. 

(IV)  Jonathan  Atwater  (2i,  son  of  David  (2). 
bom  in  1722,  married  in  1745  Sarah  Beach,  of  Wal- 
lingford. 

(V)  Thomas  Atwater,  son  of  Jonathan  (2), 
bom  in  1747,  married  in  1772  Margaret  Macomber. 


(VI)  Thomas  Atwater  (2),  son  of  Tliomas, 
born  April  15,  1785,  married  Jan.  15,  1806,  Sarah 
Beecher. 

(\TI)  Nancy  Richards  Atwater,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  born  Nov.  9,  1816,  married  Amos  F. 
Barnes. 

Amos  Foot  Barnes,  his  father,  was  born  .\pril  i. 
18 18,  in  Watertown,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  in 
order  to  receive  better  school  advantages  was  sent 
when  eleven  \ears  of  age  to  Hartford,  where  for 
seven  winters  he  attended  the  old  Stone  School 
House.  Through  the  summers  he  was  occupied  at 
work  on  his  father's  farm  in  Watertown.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen,  in  1836,  he  began  his  business  ca- 
reer as  a  clerk  in  the  grocery  of  Harry  Ives,  in  New 
Haven.  In  1842  young  Barnes,  then  married  only 
abont  a  year,  started  in  the  grocery  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  at  the  location  on  State  street 
where  he  did  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Finch  &  Barnes,  wholesale  grocers,  the  rest  of  his 
life.  The  firm  soon  established  a  good  trade,  and 
were  successful.  In  1855  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, Mr.  Barnes  assuming  sole  charge  and  re- 
taining the  old  stand.  He  continued  the  business 
under  his  own  name  until  1869,  at  which  time  he 
associated  with  him  his  son,  T.  Atwater  Barnes, 
the  firm  style  becoming  Amos  F.  Barnes  &  Son. 
which  continued  until  the  death  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber, in  1890.  This  was  one  of  the  well  and  favor- 
ably known  business  houses  of  New  Haven,  txDth  its 
members  having  established  a  good  reputation  for 
integrity  and  fair  dealing.  The  father  was  a  sub- 
stantial man  of  the  community  and  a  useful  citizen, 
but  had  no  aspirations  politically,  having  no  taste  for 
political  honors.  For  two  terms  he  was  a  member 
of  the  common  council  and  for  six  years  was  on  the 
board  of  education.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the-  First  National  Bank,  and  a  director  in  the 
same  from  its  beginning  until  his  death:  and  was 
also  for  years  a  trustee  of  the  Connecticut  Savings 
Bank.  His  religious  connections  were  with  the 
Center  Congregational  Church,  and  he  was  often 
chosen  by  that  society  to  ofiices  of  honor  and  trust. 

On  May  6,  1841,  Mr.  Barnes  was  married  to 
Nancy  Richards  .Atwater.  of  New  Haven,  and  seven 
children  blessed  the  union,  all  now  deceased  ex- 
cepting T.  Atwater  Barnes. 

T.  Atwater  Barnes  was  born  Jan.  13,  1848,  in 
New  Haven,  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  city, 
and  was  one  year  at  the  famous  military  school  of 
Gen.  Russell,  in  New  Haven,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  entered  his  father's  store,  as  clerk,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  until  of  age,  in  1869,  when  he 
was  admitted  as  a  partner,  and  the  two  sustained 
such  relations  until  separated  by  the  father's  death, 
in  1890.  Through  his  application  to  business,  tact 
and  ability  young  Barnes  rose  rapidly  into  prom- 
inence in  both  business  and  social  life  in  New  Ha- 
ven, where  his  abilitv  and  worth  as  a  citizen  have 
been  recognized,  and  he  stands  to-day  one  of  the 
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city's  most  substantial  and  prominent  mien.  Formany  ' 
years  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  a  num-  i 
her  of  the  city's  large  business  interests  and  actively 
interested  in  its  public  affairs.  He  has  been  for  a  j 
period  of  years  a  member  of  the  Xew  Haven  Cham-  ; 
her  of  Commerce,  and  served  two  years  as  its  presi-  ] 
dent.  He  has  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  State  i 
Board  of  Trade  ;  is  at  this  time  president  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Trust  Co. ;  a  director  and  vice-president  of  | 
the  First  National  Bank ;  a  trustee  and  member  of  ! 
the  finance  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Savings  | 
Bank ;  and  is  also  director  in  a  number  of  other  1 
corfHDrations  in  New  Haven  and  elsewhere.  j 

Mr.  Barnes  has  been  prominently  connected  with 
the  military  alTairs  of  both  city  and  State,  having  j 
served  over  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  New  i 
Haven  Grays,  a   famous  organization  in  the  city's  I 
history,  known  as  Company  F,  2d   Regiment,  Xa-  i 
tional  Guard  of  Connecticut.     He  first  jomed  this  j 
organization  as  a  private,  and  was  advanced  through  i 
the  various  grades  to  first  lieutenant,   from  which  j 
grade  he  was  appointed  brigade  inspector,  with  the  i 
rank  of  major,  and  served  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  R.  j 
B.  Cranford,  performing  the  duties  of  such  office  1 
with  efficiency  for  some  five  years.     He  afterward  j 
served  on  the  military  examining  board  for  a  period  \ 
of  three  years.     Major  Barnes  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American    Revolution.      His    political  I 
affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party,  by  which 
he  has  been  honored  as  candidate   for  representa-  { 
five  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  which  body  he  was  I 
elected,  and  served  in  1897  with  ability  and  credit, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

On  Oct.  15,  1873,  Air.  Barnes  was  married  to 
Phoebe  B.  Phipps,  of  i\ew  Haven,  and  their  chil- 
dren are :    Amos  F.  and  Frank  G.  P.  Barnes. 

FRANCIS  HOLDEN,  one  of  Meriden's  re-  I 
spected  citizens,  now  living  retired  in  this  city,  was 
born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  Nov.  12. 
1831.  Ebenezer  Mitchell  Holden,  grandfather  of 
Francis,  was  a  native  of  Hartford  county,  a  de- 
scendant of  an  old  and  honorable  New  England 
family  of  Scotch  descent,  and  a  soldier  seven  years 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Ebenezer  Holden  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Goodrich,  who  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  a  Goodrich  who  came  in  the  Mavtiower  and  after- 
wards returned  to  England  but  subsequently  settled 
in  Connecticut.  Had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Eber  Holden,  the  father  of  Francis  Holden.  was 
born  in  Xew  Berlin,  X.  Y.,  where,  for  some  years, 
his  occupation  was  farming.  He  servet'  in  the  War 
of  1812.  after  which  he  settled  in  Rocky  Hill  and 
purchased  a  small  farm  near  by.  upon  which  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  burial  place  being 
in  Rocky  Hill  cemetery.  Eber  Holden  married 
Durinda  Morley,  of  Glastonburv,  Conn.,  and  she 
also  was  buried  at  Rocky  Hill.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  them,  two  of  whom,  Marilla  and  Mary  Ann, 
died  in  early  life.  The  survivors  were  Xancy.  born 
March  22,  1822,  married  Henry  Pelton,  and  died 


Jan.  5,  1901 ;  Albert,  born  Feb.  25,  1826,  who  resided 
in  New  Haven;  Henry,  born  Xov.  7,  1827,  who 
went  West;  Humphrey,  born  Dec.  28,  1829,  de- 
ceased; Francis,  born  Nov.  12,  1831,  our  subject; 
and  William,  born  May  2,  1835,  who  resides  at 
Rocky  Hill  in  the  old  homestead  on  the  banks  of 
the  Connecticut  river. 

Francis  Holden  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
farm  at  Rocky  Hill,  and  he  attended  the  village 
school.  In  1845  li^  came  to  Meriden.  and  for  the 
past  fifty-seven  years  has  made  this  his  home.  At 
first  an  employe  in  a  lock-shop,  he  has  since  worked 
in  various  manufacturing  concerns,  and  has  tried 
and  mastered  several  trades.  The  last  eleven  years 
of  his  active  life  were  spent  with  the  Charles  Parker 
Co.,  from  which  association  he  retired  in  the 
year  1897.  Since  then  he  has  been  enjoying  the 
comforts  and  pleasures  incident  to  a  well  merited 
relaxation  from  responsibility. 

Mr.  Holden  is  a  man  of  quiet  tastes,  and  finds 
enjoyment  in  mingling  with  his  many  friends,  and 
in  recalling,  at  his  pleasant  home  on  North  Colony 
street,  the  many  events  of  his  years  of  active  life. 
He  is  a  member  of  Main  Street  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics  he  has  long  been  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  but  has  never  sought  office.  By  a  life  of 
industry  and  upright  living  he  has  won  the  esteem  of 
all  who  know  him.  The  remembrance  of  his  love 
for  his  invalid  wife  and  fondness  of  their  children 
will  be  long  cherished  by  those  who  knew  them  in- 
their  happy  home. 

In  1859  Air.  Holden  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Lucv  Jane  Parker,  born  in  Augusta.  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1838,  daughter  of  James  I. 
and  Alaria  (Ives)  Parker.  Mrs.  Holden  died  in 
Aleriden  Oct.  19.  1899.  after  twenty  years  of  sick- 
ness, during  which  she  was  kindly  and  tenderly 
cared  for  by  her  loving  and  devoted  husband  and 
son.  She  is  buried  beside  her  children  in  the  West 
cemetery,  in  Aleriden,  and  is  tenderly  remembered 
as  a  good.  Christian  woman,  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
As  her  family  loved  her  in  life,  so  they  mourn  her 
in  death.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holden,  namely:  George  Parker,  born  Dec.  5.  1861,. 
died  Oct.  21,  1868;  Nettie  Jane,  born  Feb.  22,  1866. 
died  Oct.  17.  1868;  Frederick  Arthur,  born  June  7, 
1876,  died  July  25,  1878;  and  Parker  \\'illis,  born 
in  Meriden  Juiv  10,  1870,  a  citizen  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y..  and  whose  business  talent  prompted  his  parents 
to  give  him  a  thorough  training  in  a  preparatory 
school.  The  latter  passed  with  credit  through  the 
common  and  higli  school,  later  graduating  from  the 
Yale  Business  College,  in  New  Haven.  His  prelim- 
inarv  business  experience  was  acquired  while  a 
clerk  for  two  years  in  the  furniture  store  of  George 
Alorse,  after  which  he  filled  a  similar  position  for 
his  uncle,  George  T.  Parker,  a  wholesale  fruit  dealer 
:  of  New  York  city.  His  ability  may  be  recognized 
I  from  the  fact  that  before  he  had  attained  his  major- 
I  ity  he  had  purchased  the  business  from  his  uncle^ 
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and  is  now  successfully  engaged,  with  a  partner,  in  I 

a    wholesale    commission     house    on    Washington  | 

street,    \ew    York   City,   under   the   firm    name   of  i 

Smith  &  llolden.     He  is  possessed  of  unusual  finan-  ■ 

cial  ahilitv  and  great  sagacity,  and  these  traits,  com-  , 

bined  with  unquestioned  integrit}',  have  won  him  a  I 

higli  i)lace  in  the  confidence  of  the  public.  j 

On  Oct.    15,    lyoi,   Air.   Parker   Willis   Holden  [ 

married  Juliette  Louise  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Air.  and  1 

Mrs.  Jacob  Young  Jacobs,  of  Urooklyn,  X,  Y.  After  | 
a  few  short  months  of  happiness  in  their  home,  991 

Sterling  Place,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y..  Mrs.  Holden  died,  1 

March  24,  1902,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood  j 
cemetery. 

JARED    LEWIS    (deceased),   who   during  his  i 
lifetime  was  one  of  Aleriden's  well-known  citizens,  j 
was  born  in  that  city,  Jan.  28,   181 1,  son  of  Isaac  ! 
and  Esther  (BeaumontJ   Lewis,  and  brother  of  the 
late  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Lewis,  of  Aleriden. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Meriden,  and  at  Cheshire  Military  Academy. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  lived  with  an  uncle, 
Patrick  Lewis,  who  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness in  Wallingford,  and  with  whom  he  remained 
for  a  few  years,  prior  to  engaging  with  the  late 
Charles  Parker  in  the  making  of  cott'ee  mills.  Later 
Mr.  Lewis  became  associated  with  others  in  the 
mining  of  iron  ore  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  and  a  few- 
years  aftervvfard  started  South  as  a  peddler  of  Yan- 
kee notions,  but  soon  disposed  of  his  stock  and  went 
to  Texas,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 

From  Texas  Air.  Lewis  removed  to  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  continu- 
ing the  same  until  his  return  to  Aleriden,  in  i860. 
In  partnership  with  his  brother,  under  the  firm  name 
of  I.  C.  Lewis  &  Co.,  he  was  for  some  years  in- 
terested in  a  grocery  business  near  Black  Pond. 
Later,  Air.  S.  J.  Had  bought  the  interest  of  I.  C. 
Lewis,  and  the  firm  of  Lewis  &  Hall  continued  for 
three  years  on  the  corner  of  Colony  and  Alain 
streets.  Subsequently  Air.  Lewis  opened  up  a  dry- 
goods  business  on  Colony  street,  which  he  success- 
fully conducted  for  five  years,  and  during  that  time 
became  widely  known  in  trade,  and  was  well  patron- 
ized by  a  discriminating  public.  Air.  Lewis  then 
retired  from  business,  and  died  in  Aleriden.  in  Aug. 
1890,  and  was  buried  in  the  beautiful  Walnut  Grove 
cemetery,  connected  with  this  city. 

In  Aleriden  Air.  Lewis  married  Alehetable  Pad- 
dock, born  in  Aleriden,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Sam- 
uel Paddock,  and  sister  of  Deacon  Samuel  Pad- 
dock, of  Aleriden.  Though  having  reached  the  age 
of  eighty-nine  years.  Airs.  Lewis  still  retains  her 
mental  alertness,  and  is  still  a  worthy  and  be- 
loved representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored 
families  of  this  locality.  The  children  born  to  the 
late  Jared  Lewis  and  wife  were  as  follows:  Char- 
lotte Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Dudley,  a 
soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  in  Co.  K.  8th  Reg., 
Conn.,  v.  I.  and  now  residing  in  Washington,  D. 


C. ;  Charles  Henry,  who  was  a  soldier  in  Co.  K,  8th 
Reg.,  was  wounded  in  the  arm  at  Petersburg,  and 
died  in  the  hospital;  Jared,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Aleriden;  and  \Villiam,  who  bel<jnged  to  the  same 
regiment  and  company  as  his  brother,  and  after 
faithful  service,  lost  his  life  on  the  battle  field  of 
Antietam. 

Jared  Lewis,  Sr.,  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
although  he  never  sought  political  office,  served  his 
city  as  one  of  the  first  niembers  of  the  council.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  Aleridian  Lodge,  Xo.  JJ, 
A.  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  Aleriden.  His  religious  connec- 
tion was  with  the  Congregational  Church.  As  a 
citizen,  Air.  Lewis  was  held  in  great  regard,  was 
known  to  be  thoroughly  honest,  liberal  and  public- 
spirited,  and  he  was  a  man  whose  life  and  influ- 
ence were  in  the  direction  of  temperance  and  moral- 
ity. His  industry  was  notable,  and  his  studious 
habits  made  him  intellectually  superior  to  many  of 
his  associates. 

J.\RED  Lewis,  son  of  the  late  Jared  and  Alehit- 
able  (Paddock)  Lewis,  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Aliddlesex  Co..  Conn.,  Alarch  18,  1836.  At  the  age 
of  five  years  he  went  to  live  on  the  farm  of  his 
grandfather,  Samuel  Paddock,  and  later  was  em- 
ployed on  the  farm  of  Richard  Andrews,  in  Wal- 
lingford. Here  Air.  Lewis  remained  five  years, 
going  then  to  assist  his  grandfather,  with  whom- 
he  remained  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old. 

Although  his  early  training  was  all  in  an  agri- 
cultural line,  and  his  education  but  incompletely  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools.  Air.  Lewis  had  tastes 
in  another  direction,  and  the  years  between  sixteen 
and  twenty-one  were  spent  in  the  web.  lock  and  rule 
shops  of  Aliddletown.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
experience  he  had  become  skilled  in  the  details  of 
shop  machinery,  and  accepted  an  olTer  from  the 
Wheeler  &  Wilson  Co.,  of  Bridgeport,  and  worked 
in  their  sewing  machine  shops  for  five  years.  By 
this  time  the  countrv  had  need  of  able-bodied  men 
to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  and  in  August,  of  1862, 
Air.  Lewis  became  a  member  of  the  2nd  Conn.  Light 
Battery,  under  Capt.  John  Sterling,  with  whom  he 
faithfully  served  for  three  years,  or  until  his  hon- 
orable discharge  in  July  of  1865.  During  his  ser- 
vice Air.  Lewis  participated  in  a  number  of  import- 
ant engagements  including  the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
— where  his  battery  was  notably  effective — the  Red 
River  expedition,  Xew  Orleans,  Fort  Gaines,  the 
Sieges  of  Alobile  and  Fort  Alorgan.  the  latter  ter- 
minating with  the  capture  of  all  concerned.  Re- 
turning to  Xew  Orleans,  the  battery  was  sent  into 
Arkansas,  where  Air.  Lewis  contracted  a  fever 
necessitating  hospital  attendance.  \\'hen  sufficient- 
ly convalescent  he  was  sent  home  on  a  furlough, 
and  saw  no  more  of  the  grim  and  terrible  side  of 
warfare. 

Alore  fortunate  than  many  of  his  brave  soldier 
brothers.  Air.  Lewis  returned  to  his  home  un- 
harmed, and  upon  resuming  work,  became  an  em- 
ploye of  the  lock  shop  of  the  Alallory  &  Wheeler 
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Co.,  at  New  Haven,  where  he  remained  about  three 
years.  The  succeeding^  period  of  three  and  one- 
half  years  was  spent  in  the  lock  shop  of  the  Parker 
&  \Vhipple  Co.,  in  Crow  Hollow.  .Meriden,  and  in 
June,  1874,  he  became  connected  with  the  Bradley 
&  Hubbard  Manufacturins;-  Co.  One  vear  later  he 
had  advanced  to  the  superinteiulencv  of  the  pack- 
ing department,  a  responsibility  maintained  with 
efficiency  by  Mr.  Lewis  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years. 

.  In  1859,  Mr.  Lewis  was  married  (first),  at  Dur- 
ham, Conn.,  with  Matilda  M.  Uailey,  who  died,  with 
her  son,  Frank  Burr,  in  1864.  both  being  interred 
in  East  cemetery,  Meriden.  Mr.  Lewis  was  mar- 
ried (second)  Dec.  31,  1870,  in  Xew  Haven,  to 
Barbara  Coggins,  born  in  Lubec,  Maine,  daughter 
of  John  and  Lucinda  Coggins.  mentioned  further 
in  the  biography  of  Emory  Coggins,  of  Meriden. 
Two  children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely: 
Charles  Edward,  who  is  employed  by  the  Bradley 
&  Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co. :  and  Emory  S., 
who  is  employed  as  traveling  salesman  by  the  same 
concern.  The  sons  have  already  evinced  pro- 
nounced business  capacity,  and  have  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  company  with  which  they  are  asso- 
•ciated. 

Although  Mr.  Lewis  is  an  interested  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  has  never  sought  political 
preferment.  His  tastes  are  of  a  domestic  character, 
and  he  finds  his  greatest  pleasure  in  the  comforts 
of  his  home,  and  association  with  his  family.  Re- 
ligious controversies  do  not  disturb  him,  his  life 
being  patterned  as  nearly  as  possible  after  the  Gold- 
en Rule.  Thus  he  has  gained  the  esteem  of  his  em- 
ployers, and  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  is 
brought  into  contact  in  whatsoever  relations  of  life. 

EDWARD  B.  MUXSOX.  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  The  Munson  &  Co..  of  Xew  Haven,  is  one 
of  that  city's  self-made  men,  one  whose  success  in 
life  can  be  directly  attributed  to  his  energy  and  abil- 
ity to  successfully  grapple  with  business  situations 
■where  judgment  and  foresight  are  es.-ential. 
His  connection  with  the  folding  paper  bo.x  industry, 
in  all  its  branches,  dates  back  to  a  time  when  it 
was  in  its  infancy.  In  fact  he  and  his  brother, 
Harvey  S.,  were  the  pioneer  manufacturers  in  that 
line  in  Xew  Haven,  and  have  been  so  closely  identi- 
fied with  that  branch  of  industry  that  they  are 
probably  the  best-known  manufacturers  of  such 
products  in  America.  The  city  of  Xew  Haven  is 
indebted  to  tiiem  and  their  untiring  eiYorts  for 
one  of  its  largest  employers  of  labor,  as  well  as  for 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  very  foremost 
cities  in  America  in  that  particular  line  of  manu- 
facture. Xo  longer  ago  than  1875  their  industry 
was  struggling  along.  The  Munson  brothers,  then 
little  more  than  boys,  not  only  handicapped  by  youth 
but  by  lack  of  capital  as  well,  were  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  structure  the  building  of  which 
marked  their  lives  and  brought  deserved  success. 


These  brothers  are  descendants  of  the  old  Mun- 
son family,  whose  history  reaches  back  to  the  early 
Colonial  period  of  Connecticut.  The  progenitop  of 
the  family  in  America  was  Thomas  Munson,  who 
was  born  about  161 2.  and  was  first  known  as  a 
resident  of  Hartford,  where  he  performed  military 
service  in  the  Pequot  war  in  1637.  He  came  early 
to  the  Xew  Haven  Colony,  where  he  is  spoken  of 
in  history  as  being  a  good  and  useful  citizen,  and 
where  he  died  in  1685.  From  this  Thomas  Mun- 
son, Edward  B.  Munson  is  in  the  ninth  generation, 
his  line  being  through  Samuel,  Theophilus,  Daniel, 
Kirk,  Joseph,  Kirk.  Charles  and  Edward  Beach 
r^Iunson,  and  including  a  line  of  ancestors  all  of 
whom  at  some  time  or  other  lived  in  X'ew  Haven, 
and  were  prominent  in  their  various  callings, 
whether  as  manufacturers  of  that  period,  farmers 
or  professional  men. 

Charles  Munson,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1792,  in  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  on  April  11,  1815,  was  married  to  Mabel 
Beach,  who  was  born  Aug.  2,  1792,  daughter  of 
Benajah  Beach.  She  died  Feb.  16,  1878.  and  he 
died  June  9,  1879.  'Sir.  Munson  resided  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  was  for  a  period  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business  in  Xewbern,  X.  C.  He  also  resided  in  the 
town  of  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  where  he  was  chosen 
highway  surveyor  in  1832,  1843  ^"^1  1856,  and 
grand  juror  in  1835  ^"'^  1836.  During  the  war  of 
18 1 2  he  served  in  the  militia  under  Capt.  Joseph  A. 
Bishop.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 

Edward  Beach  Munson,  son  of  Charles,  and  the 
father   of   the   Munson    brothers,    Edward    B.    and 
Harvey  S.,  of  X'ew  Haven,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1817. 
He  became  an  elector  in  Woodbridge  in  1840.     He 
early  became  associated  in  business,  as  a  builder, 
in     partnership    with    his     brother-in-law.    Willis 
Smith,  and  Hon.  X.  D.  Sperry,  a  connection  that 
lasted  some  three  years.     For  years  he  was  largely 
identified  with  the  building  of  railroads.     He  super- 
intended  the  masonry   work   and   the   purchase   of 
maferials    for    the    Xew    Haven,    Xew    London    & 
Stonington   railroad,   in    1837-59.     President  Giles, 
in  a  letter  on  this  work,  said  of  him,    "He  not  only 
equalled  our  expectations,  but   far  exceeded   them 
in  ability,  energy  and  mechanical  skill."    Later  ^Mr. 
Munson  built  the  Derby  railroad.     He  became  su- 
perintendent of  the  Fair  Haven  &  Westville  horse 
railway.     His  place  of  residence  was  Xew  Haven, 
and  in  i860  he  served  in  the  common  council.     On 
I  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil   war  he  raised  Com- 
I  pany  K,  loth  Conn.  .\'.  I.,  and  was  chosen  its  cap- 
I  tain,  his  commission   dating   from   Sept.   25,    1861. 
I  He   was   mustered   into   the   L'nited    States   service 
I  Oct.  3,   1861,  remaining  therein  until  the   14th  of 
I  the  following  December,  when  he  tendered  his  res- 
j  Ignation.     Capt.   Munson  was  a  man  of  imposing 
I  appearance.    He  commandetl  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  all  with  whom  he  came 
I   in  contact,  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug. 
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15,  1879,  tlic  city  and  county  lost  a  valued  citi- 
zen. 

On  June  3,  1S41,  Mr.  Munson  was  married  to 
Amelia  C.  Sperry,  of  Woodbridge,  horn  June  13, 
i8j2,  daughter  of  W'yllis  and  Catherme  (Rams- 
dell)  Sperry.  Children  came  to  this  marriage  as 
follows:  (I)'  Albert  Leroy,  born  in  1842,  resides 
in  New  York.  He  was  an  ofScer  in  the  5th  N.  Y. 
Heavy  Artillery  during  the  Civil  war,  and  rose  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  United  States  \'ol- 
unteers.  (2)  Henry  Theodore,  born  in  1844,  was 
for  a  number  of  years  a  prominent  attorney  of  Xew 
York;  he  was  for  some  years  connected  as  an  ex- 
aminer with  the  United  States  Patent  Office;  he  took 
out  a  number  of  patents  on  his  own  inventions  of 
useful  and  labor  saving  devices,  and  later  practiced 
his  profession  of  law  in  Xew  York,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  April,  1897,  on  the  day  following 
his  wife's  death.  He  was  married,  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  to  Nellie  S.  Porter,  of  that  city.  (3)  Mary 
Gertrude,  born  in  1846,  married,  in  June,  1867, 
Richard  Henry  Greene,  a  lawyer  of  Xew  York. 
(4)  Kate  Amelia,  born  in  1849,  married,  in  i86g, 
Louis  Hartman  Todd,  who  was  connected  with  the 
jewelry  firm  of  Tiffiany  &  Co.,  Xew  York.  (5) 
Sarah  Augusta,  born  in  1852,  married  in  1882  Al- 
bert Candee,  a  clerk  in  the  Xew  Haven  post  of- 
fice. (6)  Edward  Benjamin  was  born  June  12, 
1854.  (7)  Harvey  Sperry  was  born  March  3, 
1857.  (8)  Aliss  Harriet  Eliza,  born  in  1859,  lives 
in  Xew  Haven.  (9)  Emma  M.,  born  in  1864,  died 
in  1888  unmarried. 

Edward  Benjamin  Munson  was  born  June  12, 
1854,  in  Xew  Haven,  on  what  is  now  the  northeast 
corner  of  George  and  West  streets.  In  those  days 
that  was  all  a  farming  section,  and  the  only  road 
leading  toward  the  city  was  Chapel  street.  He  at- 
tended the  old  Webster  school,  and  from  there  went 
to  the  old  Hillhouse  high  school,  the  old  building 
of  which  during  the  period  of  his  attendance  was 
demolished  and  the  construction  of  the  present  one 
begun.  School  was  held  in  the  old  State  House 
during  the  progress  of  this  improvement,  and  there 
young  Munson  last  attended  school,  as  he  left  in 
his  Sophomore  year  to  enter  upon  a  business  career, 
which  appealed  to  him  not  entirely  as  a  matter  of 
choice,  but  to  no  small  extent  because  of  circum- 
stances. As  a  boy  he  was  industrious,  eager  to  earn 
his  own  spending  money,  which  he  did.  His  asso- 
ciates were  boys  of  well-to-do  families,  and  in  order 
to  have  at  his  disposal  pin  money  to  the  extent  that 
his  comrades  had  he  early  developed  those  hustling 
proclivities  that  have  been  characteristic  of  the  man. 
Mr.  Munson  acted  as  carrier  boy  for  the  Courier, 
then  a  morning  paper,  and  also  for  the  Palladium. 
then  an  evening  paper.  As  carrier  for  the  Courier 
he  delivered  a  paper  at  the  factory  on  the  corner 
of  Williams  and  Bradlev  streets,  which  property 
later  was  bought  by  hiniself  and  brother.  Harvey 
S.,  and  was  the  scene  of  no  little  of  their  success 
in  later  vears.     It  is  doubtful  if  there  can  be  found 


in  Xew  Haven  a  parallel  coincidence  of  this  kind. 
Among  Mr.  Munson's  boyhood  associates  was  the 
late  John  Addison  Porter,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
others  who  became  noted  and  ])roniineiU  men.     A 
souvenir  of  that  period  of  his  life,  and  soinetiiing 
that  Mr.  Munscjii  prizes  very  highly,  is  a  photogra])h 
of  a  base-ball  team  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and 
which  included  several  boys  who  rose  to  positions 
of  prominence  in  professional  and  financial  circles,  i 
Soon  after  leaving  school,  at  about  the  age  of 
tifteen,  Mr.  Munson  accepted  the  position  of  errand 
boy  in  a  hat   store   then  conducted   by   Bradley  & 
Pratt,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  State  and  Chapel 
streets.    He  remained  there  for  some  time,  and  later 
accepted    the    position    of   clerk    with    Kimberly    &: 
Cantlee,  in  the  same  line  of  business.     The  failure 
of   this   firm,   some    time   afterward,    threw    young 
Munson  out  of  a  position,  and  though  in  a  short 
time  he  had  an  otter  from  another  concern  he  did 
not  accept  it,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  wages  of- 
fered.    This  dissatisfaction,  arising  from  a  matter 
of  $3  per  week,  was  instrumental  in  causing  him  to 
take  up  other  lines  of  business,  and  incidentally  the 
one  which  he  has  carried  on   so  successfully.     It 
was  about  this   time   that  his   brother,   Harvey   S., 
severed  his  connection  as  clerk  for  the  dry  goods 
firm  of  J.  X.  Adams  &  Co.,  so  that  both  were  un- 
I  employed.     Their  industry  and  energy   would  not 
I  permit  them  to  remain   idle.     They  conceived   the 
1  idea  of  selling  a  line  of  office  stationery  and  sup- 
plies, which  proved  so  much  of  a  success  that  their 
I  first  week's  profit  was  all  of  S20  each.     This  busi- 
I  ness  they  carried  on  a  few  months,  during  which 
I  time  they  were  on  the  lookout  for  something  bet- 
ter.    The  elder   brother,   Henry   T.,    was   then   an 
examiner    in    the    United    States    Patent    Office    at 
Washington,  and  coming  beneath  his  notice  was  a 
j  patent  folding  pasteboard  box.     The  value  of_this 
■  invention   and   its   future   possibilities,   as   they   ap- 
i  peared  to  him,  were  made  known  to  his  younger 
brothers,  who  almost  at  once  began  to  look  into  that 
I  line,  intending,  if  possible,  to  get  control  of  the  in- 
I  vention.      In    this    way    they   learned    of   a   manu- 
facturer of  Xewark,  X.  J.,  J.  B.  Osborn,  who  was 
I  then  producing  a   folding  box,  the   Xew   England 
i  agency   for  which  they  secured.     This  was  in  the 
i  early  part  of   1874.     At  once  they  began  to  push 
]  their  new  line,  and  the  first  order  taken  was  from 
I  C.  Cowles  &  Co.,  of  Xew  Haven,  for  50.000  boxes. 
I  When  this  order  was  sent  in  the  manufacturer  could 
I  not  fill  it!       The   fact  that  one  customer  in   Xew 
Hayen  could  not  be  supplied  showed  how  very  far 
were   these   young  men   from   having  an   adequate 
supply,  when   the  whole  of  Xew  England  was  to 
he  considered.     They  readily  saw  the  great  future 
for  the  business,  and  concluded  to  enter  into  the 
industry  of  manufacturing  this  article.     Young  as 
they  were — one  not  yet  twenty-one,  and  the  other 
less  than  eighteen — they  had  implicit  confidence  in 
the  future  of  the  undertaking.     Tlieir  means  were 
quite  limited,  which  difficulty  was  but  one  of  several 
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necessary  to  be  overcome  before  the  enterprise  was 
started.  It  was  in  1875  that  Munson  &  Co.  was 
first  estal)lished.  The  handicap  of  hmited  means 
had  been  temporarily  overcome  by  financial  assist- 
ance from  their  mother,  not  only  at  the  beginning-, 
but  later  on,  as  it  was  several  years  before  the 
business  became  self-supporting.  Their  first  loca- 
tion was  in  the  top  floor  of  a  building  off  Artizan 
.street,  the  room  of  40.\SO  serving  for  office,  factory 
and  all.  The  first  three  years  was  a  constant  strug- 
gle, and  many  times,  had  those  back  of  the  business 
Iseen  less  courageous  and  persistent,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  abaniioned.  It  had  grown,  how- 
ever, so  that  in  less  than  two  years  from  its  incep- 
tion larger  quarters  were  necessary,  and  they  occu- 
pied the  whole  top  floor  of  the  building.  Still  later 
ihey  occupied,  in  addition,  the  floor  directly  under- 
neath. It  was  practically  not  until  1878  that  the 
"business  began  to  show  encouraging  returns.  The 
time  previous  had  been  largely  spent  in  introducing 
their  goods  and  buying  up  patents  that  would  per- 
fect or  protect  their  business — all  of  which  had  not 
only  exhausted  their  means  but  much  more  as  well. 
In  1879  this  firm  perfected  a  die  for  use  in  their 
business,  the  efficiency  of  which  is  attested  by  its  al- 
most universal  use,  without  improvements,  to  the 
present  time.  In  1881  it  had  become  necessary  to 
.again  seek  larger  quarters,  and  they  purchased  the 
prof>erty  at  the  corner  of  Bradley  and  Williams 
streets,  the  old  plant  of  the  Xew  Haven  Organ 
Co.  The  early  building  thereon  was  the  structure 
on  the  corner,  35x90  feet  in  dimensions,  and  five 
.stories  high.  In  1888  another  building  was  erected, 
40x50,  and  five  stories  high,  as  well  as  a  building 
■of  the  same  height  which  connected  the  two. 

Long  before  this  their  product  had  taken  a  front 
Tank,  and  was  being  constantly  improved  by  the 
most  careful  study  of  the  details  of  production  as 
well  as  the  inventive  genius  of  the  proprietors,  so 
that  it  was  probably  the  best  known  in  the  coun- 
try. In  1 891  the  business  was  consolidated  with 
others  in  the  formation  of  the  National  Folding 
Box  &  Paper  Co.  The  property,  however,  was  re- 
tained by  the  Munson  &  Co.,  and  is  yet  owned  by 
them.  In  February,  1896,  owing  to  internal  dis- 
sension, the  ^lunson  brothers  severed  their  con- 
nection with  The  National  Folding  Box  &  Paper 
Co.,  and  at  once  made  preparations  to  start  up  in 
business.  The  Munson  &  Co.  was  incorporated  in 
1897,  with  Harvey  S.  as  president  and  Edward  B. 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  Another  coincidence  in 
their  career  may  be  here  mentioned.  The  only 
available  quarters  for  their  business  were  in  the 
same  building,  on  Artizan  street,  where  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  before  had  been  the  scene  of 
their  modest  beginning.  Conditions  had  been  great- 
ly changed.  Instead  of  inexperienced  youths  with  but 
httle  more  than  energy  as  their  capital,  they  were 
men  of  experience,  familiar  with  every  detail  of  the 
business,  and  favorably  known  to  the  trade  every- 
where.     Competition    was    plenty    and    formidable. 


but  to  offset  this  the  field  of  consumption  had  been 
greatly  enlarged,  and  the  product  had  come  to  be 
used  in  thousands  of  different  ways,  so  that  the 
degree  of  their  success  was  only  to  be  measured  bv 
their  ability  to  produce  the  goods — the  character  of 
which  was  thoroughl\-  suggested  by  the  name  of 
Munson.  In  March,  1898,  they  bought  their  pres- 
ent quarters,  on  Clinton  avenue,  which  they  have 
transformed  into  one  of  the  most  modern  and  best 
equipped  plants  of  the  kind  in  New  England,  and 
certainly  the  best  arranged  and  most  accessible  of 
its  kind  in  New  Haven.  The  success  of  this  firm 
began  with  its  inception.  The  peculiar  fitness  of 
its  proprietors  is  such  as  to  form  a  combination  of 
mechanical  skill  and  business  acumen  from  which 
but  little  else  than  success  could  come;  each  pos- 
sesses to  an  unusual  extent  one  or  the  other  of 
those  faculties,  and  at  the  same  time  a  valuable  com- 
bination of  both  faculties  is  to  be  found  in  either. 

Harvey  S.  r\Iunson"s  inventive  genuis  has  been 
a  most  valuable  asset  to  the  concern.  He  has  obtained 
patents  on  almost  a  score  of  his  own  inventions. 
Edward  B.  Munson  has  taken  out  parents  on  sev- 
eral different  inventions,  and  he  has  probably  given 
more  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the  business  end  of 
the  concern,  and  has  borne  heavy  responsibilities. 
His  identification  with  business  life  has  always  been 
with  the  paper  bo.x  industry,  and  his  success  has 
certainly  been  well  merited. 

PYaternally  Edward  Benjamin  r^Iunson  is  prom- 
inent in  Masonic  circles,  being  a  thirty-second-de- 
gree Mason,  and  affiliated  with  W'ooster  Lodge,  F. 
&  A.  M.;  Franklin  Chapter;  Harmony  Council; 
New  Haven  Commandery.  Knights  Templar;  and 
Lafayette  Consistory.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  but,  while  tak- 
ing the  interest  of  ^.  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizen  in  political  matters,  he  is  far  from  being  a 
politician.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  New  Ha- 
ven city  council,  from  the  Eighth  ward,  his  service 
in  the  city  government  being  from  a  sincere  desire 
to  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  not  from  any 
enjoyment  of  the  position.  One  very  impressive 
characteristic  of  his  service  was  his  unswerving  de- 
votion to  what  he  believed  to  be  right.  Tlie  same 
can  be  said  of  him  in  his  business  dealings,  where 
he  has  always  maintained  a  reputation  for  the 
strictest  integrity. 

On  Feb.  24,  1879.  in  New  Haven.  Edward  B. 
]^Iunson  was  married  to  Josephine  Etta  Leaven- 
worth, daughter  of  Oscar  B.  Leavenworth,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  They  have  had  chil- 
dren  as   follows :      Grace    Amelia,   born   April   24, 

1880,  is  a  graduate  of  Mrs.  Cady's  private  school, 
in   New  Haven ;  Maude  Josephine,  born  Nov.  22, 

1881,  is  also  a  graduate  of  Mrs.  Cady's  school; 
Harvey  Benjamin,  born  Dec.  20,  1884  is  a  student 
at  the  Boardman  school ;  Ethel  May  was  born  Aug. 
13.  1892:  and  Thornton  Sperry  was  born  Jan.  i, 
1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munson  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer.     The  records  of  both  the 
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Muiisoii  and  Leavenworth  families  entitle  their  de- 
scendants to  membership  in  several  of  the  Colonial 
societies,  amontj  these  the  MayHower,  to  which  Mr. 
Munson  is  eligil)le.     Neither  Mr.  nor  'Sirs.  Munson   | 
has,  however,  sought  to  enter  any  of  these.     Their 
ta^tes   are   quite   too   democratic    to   wish   a   social 
standing  based  upon  anything  but  their  own  intrin- 
sic worth,  and,  like  truly  progressive,  cultured  and    1 
useful  people,  they  are  living  lives  worthy  of  einula-    j 
lion  by  future  generations  instead  of  resting  on  the 
laurels  of  their  honored   ancestors.     In    1894   Mr. 
Munson   completed   his   elegant   home   at   No.   389 
Whitney  avenue,  where  the  family  reside. 

RICE.  Through  the  greater  part  of  the  pres- 
ent century  the  name  of  Rice  has  been  one  of  prom- 
inence in  the  various  lines  of  social,  religious  and 
business  life  of  Waterbury,  one  of  whose  most  use- 
ful and  prominent  citizens  was  the  late  Archibald 
E.  Rice,  who  did  much  toward  the  development  of 
the  city  in  the  line  of  contracting  and  building,  a 
business  in  which  his  son  Frederick  B.  Rice  has 
been  conspicuously  prominent  for  many  years. 

Archibald  Elijah  Rice  was  born  Aug.  13,  1809, 
in  Hamden,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Rob- 
erts) Rice,  and  grandson  of  Isaac  Rice,  of  Ham- 
den, a  patriot  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Arch- 
ibald's boyhood  was  passed  in  Hamden,  Wood- 
bridge  and  Prospect.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
came  to  Waterbury  and  entered  the  employ  of  Mark 
Leavenworth  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  wooden 
clocks.  Later  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
entered  into  business  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  for 
himself.  Between  1830  and  1842,  he  built  a  num- 
ber of  more  important  edifices  in  Waterbury.  In 
1843  lis  moved  to  Hudson,  Ohio,  and  while  there 
built  the  Western  Reserve  College.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  several  years,  there  he  returned  to  Water- 
bury, and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  City  Lum- 
ber &  Coal  Co.,  which  was  later  merged  into  the 
Waterbury  Lumber  &  Coal  Co..  of  which  he  later 
owned  a  controlling  interest  and  became  president. 
Some  ten  years  later  he  and  his  son  sold  out  their 
interests  in  the  company,  and  at  that  time  the  father 
practically  withdrew  from  business.  For  many  years 
prior  to  this  he  had  been  president  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  Co.,  which  position  he  retained  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  At  one  time  he  was  also 
president  of  the   American   Ring   Company. 

Mr.  Rice  although  always  greatly  absorbed  in  1 
business  was  ever  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  I 
was  a  number  of  times  honored  by  his  fellow-citi-  I 
zens  by  election  to  offices  of  trust  and  responsi-  I 
bility.  In  1856  he  was  a  member  of  the  common  ' 
council,  and  in  1857  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  I 
Finance  committee  of  the  Centre  School  district :  i 
and  again  as  such  from  1867  to  1875.  In  1876  and  ; 
1877  he  was  mayor  of  Waterbury,  and  for  a  period  i 
of  seventeen  years  was  one  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners for  New  Haven  county.  During  this  period  \ 
he  superintended   the   erection  of  the  jail  and   the  i 


county  court  house  in  New  Haven.  He  also  super- 
intended, in  1874-75,  the  building  of  the  present 
edifice  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Waterbury.  Mr.  Rice  was  reared  an  Episcopalian, 
but  in  183 1  united  with  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  more  than  sixty  years,  with  the 
exception  of  iiis  residence  in  Ohio,  he  was  a  com- 
municant and  a  regular  attendant  of  that  Church. 
"His  early  advantages  were  limited,  yet  by  the  force 
of  his  character  and  industry  he  forged  his  way  to 
a  prominent  place  among  the  intelligent  and  pros- 
perous men  of  Waterbury.  He  was  a  diligent  read- 
er of  newspapers  and  books,  and  possessed  a  very 
accurate  and  vigorous  gift  of  expression.  He  pos- 
sessed intellectual  power  and  was  an  independent 
thinker  on  the  great  questions  of  the  times.  In 
theological  and  ecclesiastical  matters  he  exhibited 
the  somewhat  unusual  combination  of  radical  think- 
ing and  conservatism  of  method,  and  the  same  was 
true  of  his  political  life.  His  attitude  toward  pub- 
lic men  and  parties  was  severely  critical,  and  he 
held  some  advanced  theories,  yet  in  practice  he  was 
uniformly  cautious  and  reluctant  to  make  great 
changes.  He  was  unsparing  in  his  condemnation  of 
whatever  seemed  untrue  or  unmanly.  The  frauds 
of  business,  the  tricks  of  politics,  and  the  shams  of 
social  life  alike  called  forth  his  keen  satire,  and  his 
hot  condemnation.  He  did  not  measure  his  words, 
and  therefore  did  not  fail  to  arouse  opposition  and 
sometimes  ill-will.  But  his  conservation  was  never- 
theless very  pronounced,  especially  in  local  affairs, 
and  his  reputation  was  that  of  a  careful  manager 
and  a  strict  economist." 

During  the  Civil  war  and  for  years  thereafter 
Mr.  Rice  was  a  Republican.  In  1884  he  voted  for 
Mr.  Cleveland  and  from  that  time  on  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party.  In  the  Waterbury  American 
of  March  15,  1893,  appeared  a  biography  of  Mr. 
Rice  over  the  initials  of  "J-  A.",  from  which  much 
of  the  foregoing  is  taken,  and  which  is  closed  vvith 
the  following:  "In  the  large  group  of  strong  char- 
acters and  useful  citizens  whose  names  adorn  the 
annals  of  Waterbury,  Mr.  Rice  must  be  assigned  a 
prominent  place." 

In  1832  Mr.  Rice  was  married,  at  Prospect,  to 
Susan  Bronson,  a  descendant  of  John  Bronson, 
who  is  given  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Hartford 
County  in  the  list  of  original  proprietors  of  Hart- 
ford— those  settling  prior  to  1640.  Mr.  Bronson  re- 
moved to  Tunxis  ( Farmington )  about  1041,  of 
which  place  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and 
later  in  1652,  became  one  of  the  seven  pillars  of  the 
original  church  there.  His  son  John  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Waterbury.'  Mr.  Rice  was  marriell. 
second,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Baker,  who  still  survives, 
and  is  residing  in  Waterbury.  To  the  first  marriage 
were  born  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
childhood:  Edward  J.,  died  in  1890;  and  Mrs.  L. 
M.  Camp,  died  in  1877.  Those  living  are:  Mrs. 
L.  J.  Monson.  Frederick  B..  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Will- 
iams.   Archibald  E.  Rice  died  March  14,  1893. 
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Fredekick  B.  Rice,  son  of  Archibald  E.  Rice, 
and  the  present  secretary  of  the  W'aterbury  Lum- 
ber &  Coal  Co.,  and  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  Co., 
was  born  Sept.  30,  1843,  ^t  Hudson,  (Jhio,  where 
his  parents  resided  for  a  time.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury,  and 
later  attended  Eastman's  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  After  this  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  Hour  and  feed  business  01"  L._  D.  Smith  &  Co.. 
in  which  his  father  was  interested,  and  still  later  he 
occupied  a  position  in  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
Co.  Early  in  the  Civil  war.  in  1862.  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  enlisting^  for  nine 
months,  and  performed  honorable  service  through 
a  period  of  thirteen,  sharing  the  fortunes  of  his 
command,  which,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  was 
under  Gen.  Banks,  in  Louisiana.  Returning  to 
Waterbury  after  his  military  e.xperience,  young 
Rice  again  entered  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  Co.,  be- 
coming its  secretary.  Subsequently  he  entered  the 
yard  of  the  Waterbury  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  as  a 
clerk,  and  as  such  was  occupied  for  several  years. 
For  a  brief  period  following  this  he  was  at  Bangor, 
Me.,  returning  to  Waterbury  he  again  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  and  of  which  he 
became  secretary.  While  yet  with  that  company 
company  Mr.  Rice  began  his  present  business — that 
of  building  houses  and  selling  them  on  the  install- 
ment plan.  He  has  erected  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred houses,  stores  and  business  blocks,  ranging  in 
value  from  §800  to  $1,200.  Like  his  father,  Mr. 
Rice  has  been  placed  in  various  public  trusts,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  efficiently  discharged.  He 
has  served  three  terms  in  the  city  council  and  five 
terms  as  assessor.  He  has  also  held  other  positions. 
serving  on  numerous  committees  of  importance  in 
city  affairs,  among  them  on  the  Water  Supply  com- 
mittee, Xew  Charter  and  Finance  committee  and  the 
committee  of  Center  District.  In  some  of  these  his 
expert  knowledge  of  real  estate  has  lent  his  judg- 
ment great  weight  and  value. 

On  May  25,  1866,  Mr.  Rice  -was  married  to 
Helen  McCollough  Mintre,  daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Helen  (Kenyon)  Mintre,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  two  children,  as  follows:  Helen  S.,  who  died 
in  childhood ;  and  Archibald  E. 

CHARLES  STORRS  HAMILTOX,  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  Xew  Haven  Bar,  whose 
professional  career  covers  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  in  that  city,  is  one  of  its  substantial  men  and 
reliable  citizens.  He  was  born  Jan.  3,  1848,  at 
Grand  Pre,  in  Xova  Scotia,  second  son  of  James 
E.  and  Anna  ^L  (Gesner)  Hamilton.  His  ances- 
tors on  his  father's  side  were  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, and  the  original  ancestor  in  America  came 
to  Rhode  Island  in  1640.  and  thence  to  Xorwich, 
Conn.  His  maternal  ancestors  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker and  French  Huguenot  descent,  being  among 
the  earlieiit  settlers  of  Xew  York,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Konrad  Ges- 


ner, the  Zurich  scholar  and  philosopher.  The 
Slorrs  family  of  Xew  England  was  allied  to  his 
father's  line  by  marriage,  hence  his  middle  name. 
Mr.  Hamilton's  ancestor  in  the  Storrs  line  was  a 
man  of  distinction  in  Connecticut.  Samuel  Storrs,. 
the  progenitor  of  the  Connecticut  family,  came 
f-.om  Xottinghamshire,  England,  to  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  in  1C/J3,  and  thirty-five  years  later  to  Mans- 
field, Conn.  James  E.  Hamilton,  father  of  Charles 
S.,  was  a  merchant  in  the  West  India  trade  and  to 
Xew  York,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  ^Irs.  Anna  M.  (Gesner J  Hamilton  was  born 
in  Xew  York,  daughter  of  Henry  Gesner,  a  farmer 
and  trader  in  Xew  York,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four.  She  died  at  the  age  of  seventv-four 
years,  a  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Of  their  six  children,  four  are  yet  living:  Charles 
Slorrs ;  James,  living  on  the  old  homestead ;  Xicho- 
las  L.,  a  trader  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  South 
American  ports;  and  J.  Henry,  late  professor  in  the 
Polytechnical  School.  Brooklyn,  Xew  York. 

Charles  Storrs  Hamilton  passed  the  early  part 
of  his  life  in  study,  and  received  a  liberal  collegiate 
education,  graduating  with  honor  from  King's  Col- 
lege in  1871.  He  is  a  lover  of  the  classics,  and, 
since  leaving  college,  has  not  lost  his  grasp  upon 
them,  but  still  reads  Greek  and  Latin  as  a  pastime ; 
he  speaks  both  French  and  German  fluently.  After 
his  graduation  Mr.  Hamilton  went  to  Boston  to 
take  up  the  study  of  law  with  Congressman  Clark, 
and  in  1874  entered  the  Yale  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  one  year  by  reason  of 
advanced  standing.  He  took  a  special  course  in 
Yale  Medical  School  in  order  to  fit  himself  for 
technical  cases,  in  which  he  has  since  excelled.  The 
winter  following  the  completion  of  his  work  at 
Yale,  he  traveled  in  the  Southern  States,  and  in 
May,  1875,  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  Yale  Xational  Bank  building, 
where  he  is  still  located.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton has  greatly  developed  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  its  practice,  until  he  has  reached  a  very 
high  place  in  the  active  ranks  of  the  profession,  not 
only  in  the  city,  but  throughout  the  country.  As  a 
lawyer  before  the  jury  great  success  has  crowned 
his  work,  and  an  inspection  of  the  court  docket 
shows  that  he  appears  in  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  jury  cases,  generally  in  a  majority  of  them.  His 
preparation  and  management  of  his  cases  is  re- 
markably fine,  and  he  is  never  surprised  by  an  ad- 
versary, and  never  fails  to  detect  the  weak  point  in 
the  presentation  of  his  opponent,  at  once  taking 
advantage  of  any  possible  opening  for  successful 
assault.  It  is  said  that  he  frequentlv  wins  a  trial 
before  it  gees  to  the  jury,  by  his  skill  in  prelimin- 
ary maneuvering.  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  master  of 
English,  and  his  jury  addresses  are  fine  specimens 
of  wit,  pathos  and  sarcasm.  The  announcement 
that  he  is  to  speak  on  an  important  case  never  fails 
to  crowd  the  courtroom  with  students  and  fellow 
m.embers  of  the  Bar.     Mr.  Hamilton  has  from  one- 
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to  four  cases  in  every  volume,  from  Vol.  41  to  Vol. 
73,  Connecticut  Reports.  For  the  last  four  or  five 
years  he  has  had  an  extensive  business  in  damage 
cases  in  Rhode  Island,  Xew  York  and  Massachu- 
setts, which  owing  to  the  rule  in  Connecticut  cannot 
be  tried  before  a  jury  in  that  State.  [ 

Mr.   Hamilton   was    a    Republican   until    1890,   j 
when  he  felt  the  party  had  gone  too  far  in  its  ad-    i 
vocacy  of  the  taritT  and  other  issues,  and  since  that   j 
year  he  has   been  a  Democrat.      In    188S   he   was   ' 
elected  a  member  of  the  council  from  the  Second   ' 
ward,  and  the  following  year  was  elected  alderman,    i 
Iv  1890  he  ran  for  State  senator,  and,  though  not   j 
elected,  was  many  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  the   j 
same  year  he  was  chairman  of  the  commission  to   ' 
compile  the  charter  and  to  revise  the  city  ordinances 
of  New  Haven,  and  did  his  work  thoroughly  and 
well.     Mr.  Hamilton  takes  a  deep  interest  in  mat- 
ters of  legislation,  and  has  drafted  many  of  the  im-    I 
portant  statutes  which  have  been  passed  m  recent   | 
years.    In  local  matters  he  has  been  prominent,  and    ! 
has  filled  a  number  of  town  offices.    Mr.  Hamilton 
is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  i,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,   ! 
and  has  risen  to  the  thirty-second  degree,  Scottish 
Rite,  in  the  fraternity.     In  religion  he  is  connected 
with  St.   Paul's  Episcopal   Church,  where  he  has 
served  as  vestryman  for  many  years.  j 

On  Aug.  13,   1878.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  married   j 
to  Mary  E.  Chipman,  and  to  this  union  were  born   j 
two  children :   Mary  Grace,  a  graduate  of   Misses 
Orton   and    Nichols    School,    in    New    Haven,   and 
Woodside    Seminary,    in     Hartford ;   and    William 
Storrs  Hoyt,  who  is  now  at  a  private  school.  [ 

Mr.  Hamilton  has  taken  out  three  patents   for   \ 
marine  inventions — a  new  adjustable  center  board, 
a  rudder  hinge,  and  a  mooring  line  attachment.    He  ; 
is  a  member   of   the   New   Haven  Yacht  Club,  of 
which  he  is  a  trustee  and  manager,  and  sails  several 
boats.     He  is  an  enthusiastic  sailor,  and  is  capable 
of  handling  his  boat  well  even  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances.     In  the  summer  of  1901  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton carried  the  fiag  of  the  New  Haven  Yacht  Club   ' 
for  the  first  time  into  the  British  provinces,  flying 
it  on  the  schooner  yacht  "Fearless."    In  addition  to 
being  a  yachtsman  he  is  also  a  faithful  disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton,  and    also    handles  a  shotgun  with 
skill.    He  has  made  quite  a  large  collection  of  birds,   j 
some  of  whicti  are  rare  specimens,  and  he  has  them 
finely  mounted.  1 

THOMAS  P.  GIBBONS,  M.  D.,  whose  widow  i 
resides  at  No.  64  Trumbull  street,  in  the  city  of  i 
New  Haven,  was  in  active  practice  there  for  some  ' 
ten  years  prior  to  his  death,  and  ranked  high  among  i 
the  able  physicians  of  this  part  of  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Gibbons  was  a  native  of  Lancaster,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  born  in  1823,  and  was  the  third 
child  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Penn)  Gibbons,  who 
are  now  deceased,  the  Doctor  being  quite  young  ' 
when  his  father  passed  away.  Richard  Gibbons, 
elder  brother  of  Thomas  P.,  is  still  living.    Thomas   | 


P.  Gibbons  received  his  general  education  in  the 
Jefferson  School,  and  his  professional  training  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  on  the  staff  of  General 
Schenck,  and  subsequently  followed  his  profession 
in  Philadelphia,  remaining  in  his  native  State  until 
his  removal  to  New  Haven,  in  1876.  Dr.  Gibbons 
was  a  representative  of  his  profession  in  the  broad- 
est and  noblest  sense  of  the  word,  and  he  enjoved  a 
large  practice,  the  responsibilities  of  which  were 
voluntarily  increased  by  his  interest  in  all  charitable 
and  benevolent  enterprises.  He  was  widelv  be- 
loved, and  his  death,  April  3,  1886,  when  he  was 
sixty-three  years  of  age,  removed  a  fine,  interesting, 
and  humanitarian  personality.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  City,  County  and  State  Medical  Societies.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican. 

Dr.  Gibbons  married,  in  1S67,  Harriet  Prime,  of 
New  York  City,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary 
(Fay)  Prime,  also  of  New  York.  The  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  in  the  great 
metropolis. 

GEORGE  PHILLIPS  LINES  (deceased),  a 
son  of  Augustus  Lines  and  a  brother  of  Augustus 
E.  Lines,  both  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  was  for  many 
years  a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
this  community.  He  was  born  in  New  Haven 
Nov.  23,  1824,  and  died  at  his  home  on  Lyon  street, 
that  city,  June   10,   1874. 

Mr.  Lines  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  city,  receiving  instruction  also  in  the  Lan- 
casterian  school,  under  the  noted  John  E.  Lovell, 
continuing  there  until  the  age  of  fifteen  years  when 
he  entered  the  larger  school — the  printing  office. 
His  latter  opportunity  was  in  the  office  of  the  Hart- 
ford Coiirant,  and  there  he  continued  for  a  three- 
years  apprenticeship.  Upon  his  return  to  New 
Haven,  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Courier, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years,  going  then 
to  New  York  city,  and  working  at  his  trade  on 
various  journals.  Some  fifteen  "years  of  his  life 
were  spent  in  the  printing  business,  but  at  length 
he  gave  it  up  to  accept  a  position  in  the  shipping 
department  of  Davenport  &  Wheeler,  of  New 
Haven.  His  last  change  was  made  after  ten  years 
with  this  firm,  when  he  became  bookkeeper  for  R. 
&  J.  M.  Blair,  undertakers,  and  here  he  continued 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Lines  was  a  man  of  great  intelligence  and 
wide  reading.  In  manner  he  was  quiet  and  unas- 
suming, and  no  attractions  of  clubs  or  secret  organi- 
zations could  tempt  him  from  the  ease  and  com- 
fort of  his  home.  Unusually  devoted  to  the  welfare 
of  his  family,  he  was  much  beloved  by  every  mem- 
ber. It  has  been  said  of  him  that  "his  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond,"  and  although  the  declaration  is 
not  new,  it  carries  with  it  no  uncertain  meaning. 
As  a  citizen  he  took  an  interested  part  in  every 
movement  that  made  for  the  city's  good,  and  he  was 
especially  zealous  in  promoting  temperance  and  edu- 
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cation.  While  still  in  early  manhood,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  Hartford, 
and  his  life  bore  testimony  to  his  religious  con- 
victions. Although  he  believed  in  and  voted  for  the 
support  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was  no  politi- 
cian, being  always,  however,  a  strong  anti-slavery 
man. 

George  P.  Lines  was  first  married  on  Nov.  22, 
1848,  his  bride  being  Almira  Augur,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, a  daughter  of  James  Augur,  and  she  died  May 
24,  i860,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  were:  Ella  Almira,  who  died 
on  Feb.  27,  1852,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months;  and 
Frederick  George,  who  died  on  May  20,  i860.  On 
May  7,  1862,  Mr.  Lines  was  married  to  Mrs.  Ann 
Eliza  (Holt)  Hibbard,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Ryal 
and  Lovina  (Lamb)  Holt,  of  Coventry,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Lines  is  a  descendant  of  Nicholas  Holt,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  New  England,  and  the 
founder  of  the  old  and  honorable  family  which  is 
known  all  over  the  United  States,  many  of  its  mem- 
bers having  become  prominent  in  manv  walks  of 
life. 

GEORGE  H.  SMITH,  the  senior  member  of 
the  well-known  firm  of  Smith  &  Twiss,  and  one  of 
the  substantial  representatives  of  the  commercial 
life  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  23,  1840,  a  son  of  George  and  Jane  (White) 
Smith. 

William  Smith,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.  During  a  long 
and  useful  life  he  was  a  merchant  and  machinist, 
and  was  the  first  to  establish  a  mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Watertown,  N.  Y.  He  was  buried  in  that 
city. 

George  Smith,  son  of  William  and  father  of 
'  George  H.  Smith,  was  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  1897  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four. 
During  this  long  life,  [Mr.  Smith  resided  in  the  city 
of  his  birth,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  conduc- 
tor on  the  Rome  &  Watertown  Railroad.  During 
the  war,  he  was  honored  with  the  position  of  treas- 
.urer  of  that  organization,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
-■death  was  treasurer  of  the  Jefferson  Co.  Savings 
Bank.  Mr.  Smith  married  Jane  White,  who  was 
"bom  in  Schoharie.  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Watertown, 
N.  Y.,  about  thirty-eight  years  ago.  To  these  two 
eood  people  were  born:  \\'illiam,  George,  Henry, 
Eugenia  and  Allen.  Of  these,  William  died  in  the 
Civil  war;  Henry  is  a  printer  in  the  West;  Eugenia 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen ;  and  Allen  is  a  merchant 
of  Chicago. 

George  H.  Smith  grew  to  manhood  in  Water- 
town,  attending  the  district  school.  While  still  a 
boy  he  evinced  a  taste  for  machinery,  and  in  order 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Golden,  Bagley  &  Sewell.  with  which  finn 
he  mastered  the  details  of  the  calling  he  adopted. 
So  rapid  was  his  progress  that  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  left  Watertowri  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  vari- 


ous cities,  finally,  in  1881,  locating  in  New  Haven. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  engaged  to  superin- 
tend the  construction  of  a  horseshoe  factory  Mr.  C. 
S.  Mersick  was  erecting;  later  for  eight  years  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  McLagon  Foundry  of 
New  Haven,  and  in  the  fall  of  1897,  he,  with  Gus- 
tavus  Twiss,  formed  the  partnership  of  Smith  & 
Twiss,  and  they  now  conduct  one  of  the  best 
equipped  and  most  successful  enterprises  in  their 
line,  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  Special  attention 
is  given  to  engines  and  pumps,  to  reboring  cylinders 
and  to  planing  valve  seats  without  removing  cylin- 
ders. The  building  of  special  machinery  and  gen- 
eral jobbing  comes  within  the  scope  of  their  opera- 
tions. Steamboat  work  is  also  an  important  feature 
of  the  business,  as  well  as  the  repairing  of  machin- 
esy  in  various  establishments  in  New  Haven  and  the 
vicinity.  An  adequate  force  of  skilled  mechanics 
is  regularly  employed,  and  unnecessary  delav  in  ex- 
ecuting contracts  is  always  avoided.  This  progres- 
sive concern  has  invented  and  built  special  machin- 
ery for  planing  valve  seats  without  removing  the 
cylinder,  one  of  the  most  efiicient  and  reliable  ever 
used,  the  market  for  this  invention  being  widespread. 
The  extensive  plant  is  fully  equipped  with  the  latest 
improved  appliances  and  machinery,  including  a  gas 
power  engine,  and  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  the  partners  is  the  result  of  good  work, 
prompt  service  and  strictly  honorable  business 
methods. 

On  May  24,  1862,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Anna  Gill,  who  was  born  in  England,  but  came  to 
America  when  five  years  old.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Gill,  a  very  successful  ma- 
chinist. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  one  child  has 
been  born,  Eugenia. 

Coming  of  a  line  of  Whigs  and  Republicans, 
Mr.  Smith  earnestly  supports  the  platform  and  can- 
didates of  that  party,  while  he  and  his  family  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  A  man 
of  energy,  successful  in  his  business  enterprises, 
public-spirited,  Mr.  Smith  is  an  influential  and  es- 
teemed citizen. 

RUFUS  WARREN  BLAKE,  manufacturer  at 
Birmingham  in  the  town  of  Derby,  where  for  nearly 
thirty  years  as  manager  and  president,  respectively, 
of  the  Sterling  Company,  he  has  been  a  most  potent 
force  in  the  development  of  that  concern,  and  also 
in  the  growth  and  advancement  of  Birmingham  and 
vicinity  as  a  busy  manufacturing  centre,  is  one  of 
the  town's  leading  business  men  and. foremost  citi- 
zens. 

President  Blake  was  born  May  3,  1841,  in  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  Norfolk  Co.,  Mass..  a  son  of  farm- 
ing people  of  that  community,  whose  ancestors  were 
amons^  the  sturdy  New  Englanders  of  the  Colonial 
period.  As  a  boy  our  subject-  did  not  take  kindly 
to  farming,  his  tastes  being  in  another  direction,  and 
he  sought  other  lines  of  employment,  beginning  his 
career  as  a  "bobbin"  boy  in  a  woolen  mill,  working 
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.  through  the  summer  season  and  attending  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools  during  the  winters.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  painter's 
trade,  and  at  twenty,  in  1861,  he  took  up  the  trade 
of  a  cabinet-maker.  This  was  really  the  beginning 
of  his  identity  with  the  business  of  which  he  has 
made  a  life  work,  and  in  which  his  energies  and  cap- 
abilities have  been  so  successfully  rewarded.  In 
1863  he  became  engaged  with  the  tirm  of  Taylor 
&  Farley,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  manufacturers  of 
melodeons.  Their  business  was  small  and  the  few 
men  engaged  in  the  work  were  afforded  opportuni- 
ties of  learning  the  building  of  reed  instruments  in 
all  of  its  points..  This  opportunity  was  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  Mr.  Blake,  during  his  term  of  sev- 
eral years  in  such  employment,  and  he  thoroughly 
learned  the  art.  Following  this  experience,  along 
about  1867,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  \V. 
Loring,  under  the  firm  name  of  Loring  &  Blake, 
which  later  became  the  Loring  &  Blake  Organ  Co., 
for  the  manufacture  of  organs.  This  new  concern 
did  a  prosperotis  business,  but  in  1873  there  was 
an  opportunity  open  to  Mr.  Blake  to  identify  him- 
self with  the  Sterling  Organ  Co.,  of  Derby,  Conn., 
which  he  embraced,  accepting  in  that  year  the  posi- 
tion of  manager  of  The  Sterling  Co.  The  corpora- 
tion at  that  time  was  not  on  a  very  strong  founda- 
tion, and  the  times  which  followed — the  days  of  the 
panic  of  1873  including  the  ever  to  be  remembered 
"Black  Friday" — were  of  the  most  trying  to  this 
concern,  as  in  the  case  of  hundreds  of  industries 
throughout  the  country,  yet  by  the  ability  of  the  new 
manager  and  his  indefatigable  energy,  the  affairs  of 
the  corporation  were  kept  intact,  not  only  weather- 
ing the  storm,  but  gaining  in  the  volume  of  its  busi- 
ness and  catching  an  impetus  that  soon  brought 
great  prosperity.  This,  however,  was  checked  by 
the  burning  of  the  entire  plant  in  1875.  Thus 
again  was  the  recuperative  energv"  of  the  concern 
sorely  tried,  but  the  mental  and  physical  resources 
of  the  management  seemed  equal  to  the  occasion, 
and  the  plant  was  rebuilt  and  for  the  next  decade 
and  more  the  business  was  large  and  successful, 
and  brought  prosperity  to  all  interested.  A  second 
great  disaster  followed  in  1887,  in  which  year  the 
failure  of  a  large  musical  house  in  New  York  threat- 
ened a  loss  to  The  Sterling  Co.  of  $75,000.  Here 
again  the  manager's  tact  and  ability  were  put  to 
test,  and  again  he  proved  himself  equal  to  the  occa- 
sion, devising  and  working  methods  by  which  the 
house's  indebtedness  to  his  company  was  paid. 
From  that  time  on  to  the  present  The  Sterling  Co. 
has  enjoyed  great  prosperity  and  with  the  passing 
years  its  business  has  grown  to  great  proportions. 
until  now  it  is  the  largest  manufacturing  plant  of 
the  many  at  Birmingham.  In  1885  piano  making 
was  added  to  the  industry,  and  of  necessity  an  en- 
largement of  the  factory  occurred,  giving  it  a  floor 
space  of  more  than  150,000  feet,  and  making  it  one 
of  the  largest  establishments  of  its  kind  in  this 
country.   As  an  indication  of  the  company's  growth. 


statistics  show  an  output  in  the  new  factory,  fol 
lowing  the  fire  of  1875,  of  100  organs  per  month, 
but  in  1878,  1,200  per  month.  And  from  the  piano 
department  were  sold  upwards  of  12,000  pianos 
from  1885  to  1892.  In  i8<;»o  the  capital  stock  of 
the  company  was  increased  to  $210,000.  Its  of- 
ficers are :  R.  W.  Blake,  president ;  James  R.  Ma 
son,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  Charles  H.  Hub- 
bell,  superintendent.  Mr.  Blake  held  the  office  of 
secretary  and  treasurer  from  1874  until  1887,  when 
he  was  advanced  to  the  presidency. 

A  new  company,  known  as  the  Huntington 
Piano  Co.,  was  organized  some  years  ago  by  The 
Sterling  Co.,  in  order  to  make  a  piano  that  could 
be  sold  for  a  lower  price  than  the  Sterling  instru- 
ment. This  company's  capital  stock  is  $30,000,  and 
of  the  company  Mr.  R.  W.  Blake  is  treasurer.  The 
business  of  the  new  company  is  carried  on  in  a  new 
building  recently  erected  in  Shelton  by  Mr.  Blake. 

A  recent  writer  referring  to  the  president  of 
The  Sterling  Company  says : 

That  an  analysis  of  Mr.  Blake's  habits  as  a  business 
man,  places  his  success  in  life  in  three  particulars: 

First,  a.  thrifty  management  of  the  factory  he  con- 
trols. He  is  the  personal  supervisor  of  the  factory.  Know- 
ing by  wide  and  long  experience  in  organ  building  how 
I  every  part  can  be  most  economically  and  rapidly  made,  he 
j  also  knows  at  a  glance  when  the  workmen  are  best  serv- 
1  ing  the  factory's  output.  And  trained  himself,  he  can 
j  select  trained  men,  and  but  them,  only  in  every  depan- 
j  ment.  There  is  no  concealment  under  his  eye,  and  the 
j  employes  strive  fur  the  best  results.  Skilled  in  designing 
j  as  well  as  construction,  Mr.  Blake  exhibits  an  elegance 
j  in  his  organs  and  pianos  which  attracts  public  notice,  and 
1   makes   his   instruments   popular. 

!  Second,  thrift  in  the  outside  management  of  the  com- 

j  pany's  purchases  and  sales.  The  materials  to  be  worked 
:  up  into  organs  and  pianos  are  purchased  with  keen  fore- 
'  sight  of  the  best  interests  of  the  companj-'s  treasury; 
I  while  the  completed  goods  are  laid,  by  wide,  judicious  ad- 
vertising, in  sight,  if  possible,  of  the  people  of  all  lands. 
[  Third,    conscientiousness,    or    high    quality    in    manu- 

i  facture  and  the  scrupulous  keeping  of  all  business  engage-  ' 
I  ments  and  contracts.  The  instruments  offered  to  the  pub- 
I  lie  are  found  to  have  character  in  them,  and  to  be  void 
;  of  disappointment,  while  the  money  centres  where  the 
j  company's  financial  transactions  are  done  are  inspired 
I  with  perfect  confidence  in  the  pledges  of  the  factory.  The 
{  inner  history  of  saving  to  the  company  the  impending 
I  loss  occasioned  by  the  Xew  York  failure  already  referred 
to.  is  a  striking  proof  how  fully  the  word  and  character 
of  the  company's  president  can  be  relied  upon  in  business 
'   circles. 

i         On  Christmas  Day,  1865.  Mr.  Blake  was  raar- 

I  ried  to  Miss   Hannah   Z\Iarsh,   of  Wooster,   Mass. 

!  Their  elegant  home  on  Elizabeth  street  is  open  to 

i  their  many  friends,  to  whom  is  dispensed  a  gener- 

I  ous  hospitality. 

SAMUEL  ELMER  DIBBLE,  President  of  the 
State  Association  of  Alaster  Plumbers,  of  New  Hav- 
en. Conn.,  was  born  in  Newtown.  Conn.,  Jan.  16. 
1842,  son  of  Frederick  B.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Bots- 
'  ford)  Dibble. 

John  Dibble,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Samuel 
E.  Dibble,  was  a  life-long  resiaent  of  Bethel,  Conn., 
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and  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was  a  son 
of  Samuel  E.  Dibble,  who  descended  from  Capt. 
John  Dibble,  who  came  to  America  from  England,  in 
1630.  On  the  maternal  side,  our  subject  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  early  families  which  settled 
in  Newtown,  Conn. 

Samuel  E.  Dibble,  of  New  Haven,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Newton,  and 
through  private  tuition.  Until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  lived  upon  the  farm  in  Newtown,  and 
then  went  to  Woodbury,  Conn.,  where  he  learned 
the  tinning  and  plumbing  business  with  George  B. 
Lewis.  After  a  five-year  service,  he  went  to  New 
Haven  with  his  uncle,  Everett  B.  Dibble,  and  there 
completed  his  trade.  Owing  to  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  Samuel  E.  concluded  to  enter  into  business 
for  himself  which  he  did,  at  No.  loi,  now  No.  639, 
Grand  avenue,  April  14,  1865,  the  day  upon  which 
occurred  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 
This  business  has  been  at  the  same  location  under 
the  name  of  Dibble,  since  1852.  For  a  period  of 
thirty-six  years,  Mr.  Dibble  has  successfully  carried 
on  his  business,  which  includes  tinning,  steam,  hot 
air  and  hot  water  heating,  and  every  branch  of 
plumbing.  Mr.  Dibble  is  a  strong  believer  in  sani- 
tary science,  and  makes  use  of  every  modern  ap- 
pliance and  invention  in  his  line  of  work. 

Mr.  Dibble  has  been  identified  with  all  of  the 
prominent  organizations  in  his  branch  of  industry, 
is  ex-president  of  the  State  Association  of  Master 
Plumbers,  has  been  president  of  the  Builders  Ex- 
change, of  New  Haven,  and  is  now  its  treasurer, 
has  been  four  times  the  president  of  the  New  Haven 
Masters  Plumbers  Association,  and  an  officer  several 
times  in  the  National  Association  of  Plumbers,  and 
has  also  served  as  Commissioner  of  the  board  of 
Health  for  seven  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  i,  and  for  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury has  been  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  been  made 
treasurer  of  the  Business  ]\Ien's  Association  of  Ne^v 
Haven.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Dibble  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  the  summer  colony  at  Pine  Orchard, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  success  of  the 
Fine  Orchard  L^nion  Chapel  Association,  of  which 
he  is  treasurer,  and  he  is  secretary  of  the  Pine 
Orchard  Association.  Politically  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  no  politician.  Mr.  Dibble  was  for  seven- 
teen years  prominently  connected  with  St.  Thomas' 
Episcopal  Church  on  Elm  street,  and  in  1876,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  on  Orange  street,  corner 
of  Edward,  he  became  associated  with  St.  John's 
parish,  with  which  he  has  since  been  identified,  being 
one  of  the  vestrymen  and  chairman  of  committee 
on  church  building  and  grounds.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  building  committee,  and  took  out  the  first 
shovel  of  earth  when  the  present  edifice  was  erected 
in  1895. 

On  Sept.  16,  1874,  Mr.  Dibble  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  a 


family  of  twelve  children  has  been  born  to  this 
union :  Clarence  Elmer,  Ethel  .  Gould,  Eleanor 
Elizabeth,  Samuel  Edward,  Lewis  Acker,  Albert 
Baldwin,  iMarguerite,  Ruthe,  Donald  Alvin,  John 
Mansfield,  Benjamin  Frederick  and  Elizabeth,  all 
of  whom  are  living.  ITie  family  of  Mr.  Dibble  is 
held  in  high  esteem  in  New  Haven,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  factors  in  the  business  life  of 
this  city,  a  strong,  thorough,  progressive  man,  pub- 
lic-spirited and  of  the  highest  type  of  citizenship. 

The  BoTSFORD  Family  with  which  Mr.  Dibble 
is  connected  on  the  maternal  side,  is  also  one  of 
the  old  and  leading  families  of  New  England.  Henry 
Botsford,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  town.  His  name  is  among  the 
first  list  of  freemen  as  a  pioneer  planter,  which  in- 
cluded forty-four  others,  the  greater  number  of 
whom  came  from  Essex,  Hereford  and  York  coun- 
ties, in  England,  and  rendezvoused  in  New  Haven, 
preparatory  to  taking  up  their  abode  in  the  Wepa- 
waug  country,  in  the  wilderness,  in  1638  and  1639. 
After  the  purchase  of  these  lands  in  the  spring  of 
1639,  active  preparations  were  made  to  occupy  and 
improve  them,  and  thither  their  household  goods 
were  taken,  in  the  following  fall.  The  names  of 
Henry  Botsford  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  are  among 
those  perpetuated  in  one  of  the  stones  in  the  Memor- 
ial Bridge  at  Milford,  Conn.,  which  was  erected  to 
the  first  settlers  of  this  town,  and  was  dedicated,  in 
1889,  on  the  250th  anniversary  of  that  event.  Henry 
Botsford  had  one  son  and  five  daughters,  and 
through  the  son,  Elnathan,  who  was  born  in  1641, 
by  his  second  wife,  Hannah,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  Baldwin,  the  honorable  name  is  perpetu- 
ated. Some  of  Elnathan  Botsford's  grandchildren 
settled  in  Newtown  Conn.,  and  the  names  of  John, 
Moses,  Joseph  and  Henry  Botsford  appear  on  the 
Newtown  records  soon  after  the  first  settlement  of 
the  town. 

FREDERICK  MARTIN  HOTCHKISS  is  one 
of  the  older  settlers  of  Meriden,  and  his  name  has 
been  familiar  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  busi- 
ness personnel  of  that  city  for  many  years.  He  was 
born  in  Prospect,  New  Haven  county,  Dec.  31,  1846, 
a  son  of  Hervey  Dwight  and  Eliza  (  Smith  )  Hotch- 
kiss,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Prospect. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  traces  his  lineage  from  Samuel 
Hotchkiss  (who  was  in  New  Haven  about  1641) 
through  Joshua,  Stephen,  Gideon,  David,  Freder- 
ick, David  M.  and  Hervey  D.  A  full  account  of  the 
first  six  of  these  generations  is  given  in  the  gene- 
alog%-  of  Gilbert  B.  Hotchkiss,  of  Waterbury,  else- 
where. 

David  Miles  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Frederick,  was 
bom  Nov.  27.  1797.  in  Waterbury.  In  1797  this 
section,  with  a  portion  of  Cheshire,  was  set  off  as 
an  ecclesiastical  society  with  the  name  of  Columbia. 
In  1827  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town.  .-Ks  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  he  secured  the  adoption  of  the 
name  of  Prospect.    It  being  nine  hundred  feet  above 
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the  level  of  the  sea,  and  the  highest  point  for  miles 
around,  it  well  merits  the  name.  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
was  early  appointed  captain  of  the  militia  of  Water- 
bury  and  Salem  (now  X'augatuck),  and  was  ever 
afterwards  called  by  his  title.  Prominent  also  in 
civil  affairs,  he  often  served  his  town  as  selectman, 
representative  and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  He 
was  the  first  man  to  advocate  the  formation  of  the 
Free-Soil  party  in  this  State,  at  a  convention  in 
Hartford.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  who  was  pres- 
ent, opposed  the  motion,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  alone  voting 
in  the  afifinnative.  The  next  year  it  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority.  An  advocate  of  both  total  ab- 
stinence and  abolition,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  voted  the 
Free-Soil  ticket  alone  in  his  town  for  several  years, 
when  it  cost  much  to  go  against  public  opinion. 
Those  who  were  opposed  to  his  views  went  so  far  as 
to  cut  down  his  fruit  trees,  girdle  shade  trees,  de- 
stroy his  fences,  tools  and  farming  implements.  The 
well  on  Mr.  Hotchkiss'  farm  was  dug  in  the  autumn 
of  1819,  and  has  never  been  dry.  In  the  following 
spring  his  house  was  erected,  with  timbers  and  lum- 
ber prepared  in  the  preceding  winter. 

On  Nov.  30,  1819,  David  M.  Hotchkiss  was 
married  to  Zeruah,  daughter  of  Martin  Stevens,  of 
Prospect.  She  died  Aug.  28,  1849,  ^"d  on  May  i, 
1850,  he  married  Hannah,  widow  of  Henry  Bristol, 
of  Cheshire.  She  was  born  Dec.  25,  1812,  and  died 
Dec.  25,  1893.  Mrs.  Hannah  Hotchkiss  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Ives  and  Abigail  Treat  ( Bryan) 
Doolittle,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  John  Bryan,  of 
Hartford,  later  of  Watertown,  Conn.  David  M. 
Hotchkiss  died  April  15,  1878.  Children  as  follows 
were  bom  to  his  first  marriage:  Emily  B.,  born 
Jan.  21,  1821,  married  B.  B.  Brown,  of  Windsor,  X. 
Y.,  and  died  April  i,  1887.  Laura,  born  Feb.  15, 
1822,  married  Algernon  S.  Plumb,  of  Wolcott,  and 
died  Oct.  26,  i860.  Hervey  Dwight  and  Henry 
Kirke,  twins,  were  born  May  7,  1823  :  the  latter  died 
March  28,  1894.  Frederick,  born  June  2.  1824,  died 
at  Preble's  Mills,  near  Parkersburg,  \'a.,  Jan.  26. 
1849.  Berkley  was  born  Sept.  i,  1826.  Edward. 
born  Aug.  24,  1829,  is  now  living  in  Binghampton, 
N.  Y.  Richard  Noyes.  born  June  15,  1833,  died  in 
Atlantic  City,  X.  J..  1896.  To  the  second  marriage 
came:  Julia  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  26,  1851,  wife  of 
Fred  A.  Sanford,  of  Westfield,  Mass. ;  and  David 
Bryant,  born  June  28,  1853,  now  residing  on  the 
parental  homestead  in  Prospect. 

L}-man  Smith,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Frederick  M.  Hotchkiss,  was  born  in  C)range. 
Conn.,  April  28,  1800.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
went  to  Columbia  (now  Prospect),  living  with  Mer- 
rit  Clark,  who  married  his  sister.  While  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  brother-in-law  he  met  Rebecca  Wooster, 
of  Salem  (  now  Xaugatuck ) ,  daughter  of  Walter 
Wooster,  whom  he  married  Dec.  17.  1821.  They 
immediately  settled  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his 
employer,  where  he  lived  an  honorable  and  useful 
life.  Rebecca,  his  wife,  was  born  Jan.  21,  1799,  and 
died  in  1862.    "Uncle  Lyman,"  as  he  was  called  by 


I  everybody,  died  in  1862  at  Middletown,  Conn.     He 

was  aftlicted  more  or  less  during  the  latter  part  of 

j  his  life  with  a  malady  called  then  "Lo  Po,"  or  bor- 

I   rowing   trouble.      Hallucinations   of   various   kinds 

j  increased,  and  seemed  to  haunt  him  to  such  an  ex- 

I  tent  as  to  cause  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  his  chil- 

j  dren  as  to  the  safety  of  himself  and  those  around 

him,  and  after  a  long  consultation  it  was  decided  to 

commit  him  to  the  asylum,  where  he  died.     He  and 

i  his  wife  had  children  as  follows:  Eliza,  born  March 

i   II,  1823;  Eli,  Feb.  20,  1825;  Sidney,  Aug.  22,  1828. 

:  Of  these,  the  eldest,  (i)  Eliza,  married  H.  Dwight 

'<  Hotchkiss,  son  of  David,  and  was  the  mother  of  the 

i  subject  of  this  sketch.  ( 2 )  Eli.  the  second,  lived  at 

i  home  on  the  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 

1  he  went  to  work  for  Hopkins  &  Wheeler,  button 

manufacturers  at  Xaugatuck,  Conn.     He  spent  two 

j  years  with  them,  then  going  with  Warner  &  Isbell, 

j  later  known   as    the    Xaugatuck    Machine   Co.,    to 

I  learn  the  machinist's  trade.     Here  he  advanced  step 

i  by  step  until  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in 

the  company  and  was  elected  secretary  and  general 

I  superintendent   of   the    factory,    which    position   he 

1  held  for  thirty  years.    During  this  time  he  held  po- 

!  sitions  and  offices  of  trust  under  the  town  govern- 

1  ment,  represeting  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 

i  On  Feb.  25,  1849,  he  married  Mary  J.  Mallory,  of 

X'ew  Preston,  Conn.     The>'  had  two  children — Ed- 

I  son  H.,  born  Feb.  5,  iSS'?,  and  Leila  E.,  born  Feb. 

3,  1839.  Edson  H.  married  Callie  A.  Wilcox,  daugh- 

I  ter  of  Gen.  John   Wilcox,  of   Middletown,   Conn., 

[  June  3.  1885,  and  settled  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.    He 

I  is  now  living  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  having  one 

I  son,  and  his  father  and  mother  with  him.     Leila  E. 

i  died   Sept.  25,   1894,  unmarried.     (3)    Sidney,  the 

second  son  of  Uncle  Lyman,  lived  at  home  on  the 

farm  until  1864.     In  1850  he  married  Polly  Mor- 

i  gan,  of  Warren,   Conn.     i\n   incident  of  Sidney's 

early  married  life  will  remind  many  of  the  older 

!  residents  of  Prospect  of  the  time  of  his  return  home 

i  with  his  bride.     The  "Boys  on  the  Hill,"  many  of 

j  whom  were  singers  in  the  same  church  choir  with 

Sidney,  thought  they  would  serenade  him.     So  old 

flint-lock    muskets,    cannon,    shotguns,    bells,    and 

j  everything  and  anything  that  would  make  a  noise 

I  were  enlisted  into  service  by  scores  of  his  former 

I  mates.       Sidney    was    importuned,    implored    and 

j  teased  to  show  his  bride,  but  from  the  second-story 

I  window  he  flatly  refused.     Such  a  noise  caused  by 

the  bombardment  of  old  cans,  stones,  kettles,  etc., 

at   that   south   spare   guests'   chamber   was   seldom 

heard  in  that  usually  peaceful  home.     The  old  cider 

barrel   was  tapped,  and   the  cider  with  cake,   etc., 

passed.     The  over-enthusiastic  party  withdrew,  but 

not  till  the  house  had  been  more  or  less  defaced 

■  and  some  shots  fired  at  the  risk  of  lives.     Such  ac- 

'  tions  in  the  earlier  days  were  common  as  the  rice 

and  slipper  act  at  the  present  writing.     Sidney  (and 

'  his  little  wife,  Polly)   settled  down  with  his  father 

at  the  paternal  home  for  a  number  of  years,  but  in 

I  1864,    as    stated   before,    he    purchased    what    was 
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known  as  the  Hoppin  farm,  about  one  mile  south  of 
the  Uncle  Lyman  residence.  He  afterwards  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  W'atertown,  Conn.,  where  he  now 
lives,  about  midway  between  Morris  and  Bethle- 
hem, a  quiet,  well  to  do  farmer,  who  has  a  reputa- 
tion second  to  none  for  raising  and  marketing  the 
best  of  everything  in  his  line.  He  has  also  served 
faithfully,  in  an  unassuming  way,  in  different  trusts 
■imposed  on  him  by  the  town.  He  and  his  wife  had 
two  children:  Xellie  2\I.,  born  in  1855,  and  Lin- 
coln, born  in  1861.  The  daughter  married  Edward 
Hungerford,  son  of  a  near  neighbor  in  Watertown, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  this  union,  Leila.  Lin- 
coln has  never  married.  He  enjoys  the  reputation 
of-  being  the  best  steer  trainer  in  the  State,  and  has 
exhibited  many  pairs  of  matched  and  fancy  matched 
at  fairs  for  years  without  a  peer,  always  taking  first 
prize  in  the  steer  world.  He  assists  his  father  in 
his  fann  work,  and  will  probably  -continue  his  labors 
in  this  direction  unless  a  volcano  should  swallow 
up  the  farm,  as  both  think  there  is  no  other  farm 
like  it  and  the  compiler  of  this  would  not  for  a 
moment  think  of  disputing  it. 

Hervey  D.  Hotchkiss,  the  father  of  Frederick 
Martin,  was  born  }ilay  7,  1823,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Prospect,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  spoons  near  his  home,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hotchkiss  &  Wallace.  After  a  time  they  sold  out 
their  patent,  which  was  a  device  for  strengthening 
britannia  spoons  with  a  wire  in  the  center,  and  the 
plant  was  removed  to  Yalesville,  where  for  a  time 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  superintendent  of  the  factor^-. 
He  subsequently  moved  to  Meriden,  and  traveled 
on  the  road  for  Charles  Parker  during  a  number  of 
years.  He  died  Dec.  5,  1886.  He  was  the  father  of 
three  children.  Frederick  Martin  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Effie,  born  Jan.  21,  1850,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  Bertha,  born  Jan.  20,  1855,  mar- 
ried Charles  J.  Wallace,  of  Ansonia,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Frederick  Martin  Hotchkiss  was  reared  in  Mer- 
iden  from  the  age  of  four  years,  and  there  obtained 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  Meriden 
Academy.  His  business  career  was  begim  as  clerk 
in  a  grocery  store,  and  he  continued  at  this  occupa- 
tion up  to  1863,  when  he  went  to  New  Haven,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for  Yale  &  Br\an. 
wholesale  grocers,  some  three  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  went  on  the  road  as  salesman  for  the 
firm,  being  in  their  employ  a  number  of  years.  After 
leaving  them  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  in  a  commission 
and  brokerage  house  in  Xew  Haven  for  six  months, 
and  for  two  years  was  bookkeeper  for  E.  Henr}' 
Barnes  (now  Sperry  &  Barnes),  acting  as  traveling 
salesman  a  portion  of  the  time.  Mr.  Hotchkiss"  next 
move  was  to  buy  a  grocery  store  at  Waterbury. 
which  he  carried  on  five  years.  During  the  ensuing 
two  years  he  was  engaged  in  settling  the  estate  of 
his  grandfather,  David  'SI.  Hotchkiss.  anil  when  that 
was  accomplished  went  on  the  road  for  J.  D.  Dewell 
&  Co.,  wholesale  grocers  of  Xew  Haven,  remaining 


with  them  twelve  years.  During  the  last  three  years 
of  that  period  he  carried  on  a  carriage  reixDsitory  in 
Meriden,  at  his  present  location,  being  still  engaged 
in  that  line  of  business.  In  1889  Mr.  Hotchkiss  em- 
barked in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  for  which 
his  long  and  thorough  training  on  the  road  and  in 
the  office  had  given  him  a  peculiar  fitness.  This 
business  under  his  hands  became  almost  immedi- 
ately a  pronounced  success,  and  in  it  he  has  become 
noted  as  a  thoroughly  reliable  anil  enterprising 
dealer  in  the  best  and  most  standard  goods  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  married,  Oct.  24.  1871,  to 
Xellie  A.,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Olive  ( Brown  _) 
Spencer,  of  Meriden.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Effie  Spencer,  who  is  now  Mrs.  L  Burton  Miller. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  a  member  of  Meridian  Lodge, 
Xo.  jy,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Keystone  Chapter, 
Xo.  2j,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hamilton  Council,  Xo.  22,  R.  & 
S.  M.;  Meriden  Lodge,  Xo.  35,  B.  P.  O.  E.:  the 
veteran  organization,  Xew  Haven  Grays ;  and  the 
Thirteen  Club  of  Xew  York.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Meriden  board  of  fire  commissioners,  and  is 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Division  of  the  Travel- 
ers' Protective  Association,  in  which  position  he  is 
now  serving  his  twelfth  term.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  views,  and  is  a  thoroughly  en- 
terprising and  reliable  citizen,  modern  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas,  and  up-to-date  in  every  respect. 

CHARLES  CARROLL  FOSKETT  (deceas- 
ed). During  life  no  citizen  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  was 
more  highly  esteemed  than  was  the  late  Charles  C. 
Foskett,  for  a  number  of  years  the  valued  book- 
keeper of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Company. 

The  Foskett  family  is  an  old  and  honored  one 
of  Massachusetts  where  William  A.  Foskett,  the 
father,  was  born  in  the  town  of  X'ew  Marlborough, 
and  where  he  lived  until  young  manhood.  Upon  his 
removal  to  Connecticut,  he  located  at  Xew  Hart- 
ford, where  he  lived  until  1844,  coming  then  to 
Meriden.  Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Charles 
Parker  Company  in  the  capacity  of  foreman,  spend- 
ing a  number  of  years  with  this  great  concern.  Later 
he  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  and  there  became  the 
head  of  the  firm  of  Foskett  &  Bishop,  plumbers  and 
steam  fitters.  His  death  occurred  in  that  city,  Xov. 
28,  1901,  his  remains  being  brought  to  Meriden  for 
interment  in  the  East  cemetery.  In  politics  he  had 
[  always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  while  in  re- 
i  ligion,  he  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
i  Church. 

i  William  A.  Foskett  was  married  in  Colchester, 
!  Conn.,  to  Lucina  Foote  Kellogg,  a  lady  of  beautiful 
I  Christian  life  and  character,  a  devoted  member  of 
i  the  Methodist  Church,  who  died  in  Meriden,  in 
I  1854,  and  was  buried  in  East  cemetery.  The  only 
child  of  this  marriage  was  Charles  C..  who  was 
I  born  in  X'ew-  Hartford,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn..  Sept. 
1  7,  1841.  For  his  second  w-ife  Mr.  Foskett  married 
1  Jane  Hall,  a  native  of  Great  Barrington,  who  died 
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Dec.  15,  1901,  at  her  home  in  New  Haven.  The 
children  of  the  second  union  were :  Clara,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Brown,  a  professor  in  Vanderbilt  Col- 
lege in  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  William  A.,  a  resident  of 
New  Haven ;  and  \'iolet  A.,  wife  of  Frederick 
Ncttlcton,  who  resides  in  New  Haven. 

Charles  C.  Foskett  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Meriden  and   also  a   private   school   which   was 
taught  by  William  Charles  Kellogg.     At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  ^leriden  postofifice, 
under  Mr.  B.  L.  Yale,  leaving  this  position  to  be-  , 
come  bookkeeper  for  Edward  ^Miller  &  Co.,  with  i 
whom  he  remained  for  three  years.     Then  Mr.  Fos-  ' 
kett  accepted  a  position  with  the  }ileriden  Britannia 
Co.,  which  at  that  time  had  at  its  head  some  of 
Meriden's  best-known  citizens,  notably  Horace  C.   i 
Wilcox  and   George  R.   Curtis.     Mr.   Foskett   en- 
tered their  service  as  bookkeeper,  and  by  his  talents 
and  reliability,  became  the  assistant  treasurer  of  this 
company.     While  still  in  the  prime  of  a  useful  life, 
he  was  called  from  earth,  Oct.  4,  1876,  the  immediate 
cause  of  his  decease  having  been  diphtheria. 

Seldom  has  any  citizen  been  more  truly  lamented 
than  was  Mr.  Foskett,  his  amiable  qualities  having 
made  him  beloved  in  the  family  and  social  circles, 
while  his  ability  and  reliability  had  made  him  equally 
esteemed  in  his  business  relations.     He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  political  faith,  and  a  Methodist  in  re-  [ 
ligious  belief ;  and  was  a  man  of  broad  mind,  able  i 
to  see  good   in  everything.     Through  life  his   in- 
fluence had  always  been  directed  to  further  the  cause 
of  temperance,  and  he  cordially  supported  every  edu-  | 
cational  enterprise.  j 

The  bereft  widow  of  Charles  Foskett,  had  form-  j 
erly  been  Mary  Elizabeth  Phelps,  to  whom  he  was  i 
united  in  marriage  Nov.  11,  1862.     She  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Tolland  countv,  a  daughter  of  George  G. 
and  Mary  (Page)  Phelps,  the  latter  of  whom  was  ; 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Root)  Page, 
a  sister  of   the   distinguished   Judge  Jonathan   G. 
Page,  of  Hebron,  Conn.     Mrs.  Phelps  resides  with 
her  devoted  daughter,  Mrs.  Foskett.    Left  a  widow  ! 
with  three  small  children,  }vlrs.  Foskett  devoted  her  \ 
life  to  their  advancement,  giving  them  everv  educa-  i 
tional  opportunity  within  her  power  and  surround-  j 
ing  them  with  an  atmosphere  of  culture  and  refine-  j 
ment.     These  children  grew  into  educated,  charm-  : 
ing  women  and  are  widely  known  in  educational  and 
exclusive  social  circles.     Mary  Page,  the  eldest,  re- 
ceived her  primarv-  education  in  the  ^leriden  schools, 
graduated  from  the  Hartford  High  school,  and  later 
from  Smith  College,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  and 
prior  to  her  marriage',  was  a  teacher  in  the  State 
Normal  School,  at  New  Britain,  Conn.     On  May  3, 
1892,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rev.  George 
Copeland   Boswell,  a  clerg}-man   of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  she  has  one  daughter.  Elizabeth  Phelps. 
Emma  Kellogg,  the  second  daughter  of  Mrs.  Fos- 
kett, was  also  educated  in  Meriden  and  Hartford. 
later  studying  at  Smith  College,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  valued  educators  in  the  Meriden  High  school, 


a  leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  one 
of  the  intellectual  ladies  who  compose  the  Thursday 
Murning  Clul),  of  this  city.     The  third  daughter  is  i 
Annie  Phelps,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Meriden  I 
High  school  and  attended  the  Woman's.  College,  at  I 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  now  ably  fills  the  position  of ' 
assistant  principal  of  the  Parker  Avenue  school :  like  I 
her   sisters,   she   is  a   lady   not  onlv.  of  intellectual ' 
attainments,  but  also  of  social  graces,  and  the  home 
life  of  this   family  is  typical  of  the  very  best  and 
most  refined  circles  of  Aleriden.     The  Phelps  fam- 
ily  traces   clearly   an   honorable   ancestry   far  back 
into   the   past,   reaching   even   beyond   the   date   of 

1599- 

William  Phelps,  a  son  of  William  and  Dorothy 
Phelps,  of  England,  was  baptized  in  Tewkesbury 
Abbey  Church,  on  Aug.  19,  1599.  With  his  wife 
and  si.x  children  and  with  his  brother  George,  un- 
married, he  came  to  America  in  the  ship  "Marv-  and 
John,"  in  1630.  As  history  records,  the  company 
of  this  ship  founded  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  in  the 
organization  of  its  government  and  public  affairs, 
William  Phelps  took  a  leading  part,  and  was  made 
a  freeman  six  months  after  his  arrival.  His  wife 
died  in  1635,  ^^^d  in  October  of  that  year,  or  in  the 
spring  following,  Mr.  Phelps  joined  the  company 
which  settled  W'indsor,  Conn.,  and  figured  promin- 
ently in  the  foundation  of  its  early  government. 
For  a  long  period  of  years  he  was  a  magistrate  and 
he  was  also  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  in  165 1. 
In  1638,  he  married  (second)  Mary  Dover,  who 
was  a  passenger  on  the  "]>.Iary  &  John."  His  death 
occurred  July  14,  1672,  his  wife  surviving  until 
Nov.  27,  1675. 

Lieut.  Timothy  Phelps,  son  of  William  the  settler, 
was  born  Sept.  i,  1639,  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  was 
married  March  19,  1661,  to  Mary  Griswold,  of  Kill- 
ingworth.  Conn.,  who  was  baptized  Oct.  13,  1644, 
in  Windsor.  Lieut.  Phelps  performed  service  in 
Queen  Anne's  war  as  a  member  of  Capt.  Mathew 
Allyn's  company  and  was  later,  in  1709,  commis- 
sioned a  lieutenant  by  the  General  Court  and  died  in 
1719. 

Joseph  Phelps,  son  of  Lieut.  Timothy,  was 
born  Sept.  27,  1666,  and  was  married  Nov.  18,  1686, 
to  Sarah,  born  Sept.  27,  1666  (her  husband's  birth- 
day also),  in  Windsor,  and  there  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  settled,  the  former  owning  much  land  in 
Hebron,  and  it  is  probable  that  lite  in  life  he  re- 
moved there,  where  some  of  his  children  were  liv- 
ing.    His  death  occurred  Aug.  30,  1716. 

John  Phelps,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1703,  in  Windsor,  and  was  first  rnarried  in 
February,  1725  to  Ann,  born  Feb.  23^,  1705,  m 
Windsor,  a  daughter  of  Obediah  and  Mindwell 
(Phelps)  Hosford.  and  settled  in  Hebron.  Conn., 
where  Mrs.  Phelps  died  in  1740;  he  died  in  the 
same  town  Feb.  10,  1769. 

Amos  Phelps,  son  of  John,  was  born  May  30, 
1736,  and  was  married  May  5.  1757,  to  Anna,  born 
Dec.  28,  1736,  in  Hebron,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
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Anna  (Burnham)  Filer.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  farmer 
and  a  resident  of  Hebron,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  in  August,  1778,  and 
was  discharged  in  September,  1780.  He  died  in 
Hebron  in  1800,  his  wife  surviving  until  1818. 

Erastus  Phelps,  son  of  xAmos.  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1763,  in  Hebron,  and  was  married  in  April  1801,  to 
Polly  Yeomans,  who  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
in  1776.  She  died  in  Hebron  Aug.  25,  1850.  Mr. 
Phelps  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  for 
which  service  he  was  rewarded  with  a  pension,  be- 
ing on  the  rolls  in  1832  as  a  resident  of  Tolland. 
His  children,  who  were  all  born  in  Hebron,  were: 
•  Charles  C,  born  in  1802 ;  Mary  Ann,  born  in  1804, 
died  in  1805;  Erastus  R.,  born  Jan.  31,  1806;  Henry 
A.,  bom  in  1808,  married  Harriet  Dodge ;  George 
G.,  born  Dec.  15,  1809,  married  Alary  Page;  Sarah 
Ann,  born  April  19,  1815,  married  Samuel  H.  Har- 
ris; and  Alfred  \V.,  born  July  12,  1818,  married 
Mary  A.  Bunnell. 

George  Gurden  Phelps,  son  of  Erastus,  was  born 
Dec.  15.  1809,  and  was  married  Nov.  13,  1836,  to 
Mary  Page,  and  settled  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  where  he 
tesided  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Meriden, 
and  died  there  Sept.  23,  1862.  Their  children  were: 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  May  10,  1840,  and 
married  Charles  C.  Foskett;  and  Harriet  C,  born 
Nov.  8,  1842,  who  married  Rev.  William  H. 
Warden. 

Mrs.  Foskett  is  most  highly  esteemed  in  Meriden, 
is  an  active  and  interested  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Socially  she  belongs  to  Ruth  Hart  Chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution. 

HON.  FREDERICK  A.  BETTS,  of  New  Ha- 
ven,  who  has  been  actively  in  public  life  in  this  State 
I  during  the  past  ten  years,  is  one  of  Connecticut's 
i  most  widely  known  representatives.     He  was  ap- 
,  pointed  insurance  commissioner  by  Gov.   O.  Vin- 
;  cent  Coffin  and   confirmed   by  the  Senate  during 
!  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1895,  and 
I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  July  ist  of  that 
'  year.     The  insurance  commissionership  is  the  most 
important  one  in  the  gift  of  the  governor.    The  of- 
fice is  for  four  years.    The  occupant  must  of  neces- 
sity be  a  man  of  great  administrative  ability.    From 
the  outset  Commissioner  Betts  showed  himself  to 
be  the  possessor  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for 
the  position.    He  mastered  the  details  of  insurance 
'management  and  was  the  originator  of  important 
!  changes  in  the  general  statutes  relating  to  different 
'  fields  of  underwriting.     During  the  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  while  he  was  in  office,  he  made 
himself   thoroughly    familiar    with   every   bill    that 
was  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Insurance,  and,  without  exception,  his  views 
were  received  by  the  committee  with  the  utmost 
deference.     The 'annual    reports  of    Commissioner 
•Betts,  relating  to  fire  and  life  underwriting,  were 
models  of  actuarial  and  literary  work.     He  showed 
in  them  sound  judgment  and  intellectual  capacity 


of  a  high  order.  Commissioner  Betts  was  a  rec- 
ognized authority  in  the  National  Convention  of 
Insurance  Commissioners,  which  is  composed  of  the 
Supervisors  of  Insurance  in  the  different  States  of 
the  Union.  It  was  through  his  instrumentality  that 
this  important  body  of  insurance  officials  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  Hartford  in  1900.  Mr.  Betts 
concluded  his  term  of  office  as  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner July  I,  1899.  His  administration  during  the 
four  years  was  one  which  reflected  credit  on  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  not  less  than  on  himself. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  appointed 
receiver  of  the  National  Life  Association  of  Hart- 
ford; the  adjudication  of  the  affairs  of  that  com- 
pany is  still  in  progress.  Mr.  Betts  received  a  high 
recognition  from  President  McKinley,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his-  second  administration  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  Under  an  Act  of  Congress,  ap- 
propriating $5,000,000  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  to  be  held  at  St.  Louis  in  1903.  nine 
commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  throughout  the 
countr}-  by  the  President.  On  April  i,  1901,  Mr. 
Betts  was  appointed  by  President  McKinle}-  as  one 
of  these  commissioners.  The  distinction  was  the 
more  important  as  only  one  of  the  nine  commis- 
sioners was  selected  from  New  England.  The  ap- 
pointment expressed  the  President's  confidence  in 
the  ability  and  attainments  of  Mr.  Betts.  The  com- 
missioners are  supervisors  for  the  government  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  for  the  exposition  and  in 
e.xpending  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress. 
Commissioner  Betts  has  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
the  {x>sition  with  his  customary  intelligence  and 
enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Betts  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
!  lican  party  in  Connecticut  from  the  beginning  of 
his  public  career.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Clubs  in  the  State 
and  was  highly  honored  by  these  organizations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee from  the  New  Haven  District.  Mr.  Betts 
is  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Social 
Union  of  Connecticut,  the  membership  of  which 
comprises  the  foremost  business  men  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  State. 

Frederick  A.  Betts  is  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
bom  Aug.  8,  1858.  son  of  Samuel  Betts.  an  influ- 
ential business  manager  and  carriage  manufacturer. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  a  New 
Haven  newspaper  counting  room,  laying  there  the 
foundation  for  the  extended  acquaintance  which  he 
now  has  with  the  public  mefi  of  the  State.  After 
his  newspaper  life  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade 
in  New  Haven,  conducting  an  extensive  business. 
This  lasted  for  ten  years,  during  which  period  he 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  educational  life  of  the 
city.  In  1893  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New 
Haven  board  of  education,  receiving  one  of  the 
largest  majorities  ever  given  in  that  city  to  a  candi- 
date at  a  school  election.    In  1896  he  was  re-elected 
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Anna  (Biirnham)  Filer.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  farmer 
and  a  resident  of  Hebron,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  enlisting  in  August,  1778,  and 
was  discharged  in  September,  1780.  He  died  in 
Hebron  in  iSoo,  his  wife  surviving  until  1818. 

Erastus  Phelps,  son  of  Amos,  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1763,  in  Hebron,  and  was  married  in  April  1801,  to 
Polly  Yeomans,  who  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
in  1776.  She  died  in  Hebron  Aug.  25,  1850.  Mr. 
Phelps  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  for 
which  service  he  was  rewarded  with  a  pension,  be- 
ing on  the  rolls  in  1832  as  a  resident  of  Tolland. 
His  children,  who  were  all  born  in  Hebron,  were: 
Charles  C,  born  in  1802;  Mary  Ann,  born  in  1804, 
died  in  1805;  Erastus  R.,  born  Jan.  31,  1806;  Henry 
A.,  bom  in  1808,  married  Harriet  Dodge ;  George 
G.,  born  Dec.  15,  1809,  married  Mary  Page;  Sarah 
Ann,  born  April  19,  1815,  married  Samuel  H.  Har- 
ris; and  Alfred  \V.,  born  July  12,  1818,  married 
Mary  A.  Bunnell. 

George  Gurden  Phelps,  son  of  Erastus,  was  born 
Dec.  15.  1809,  and  was  married  Nov.  13,  1836,  to 
Mary  Page,  and  settled  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  where  he 
tesided  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Meriden, 
and  died  there  Sept.  23,  1862.  Their  children  were: 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  May  10,  1840,  and 
married  Charles  C.  Foskett;  and  Harriet  C,  born 
Nov.  8,  1842,  who  married  Rev.  William  H. 
Warden. 

Mrs.  Foskett  is  most  highly  esteemed  in  Meriden, 
is  an  active  and  interested  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Socially  she  belongs  to  Ruth  Hart  Chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution. 

HON.  FREDERICK  A.  BETTS,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, who  has  been  actively  in  public  life  in  this  State 
during  the  past  ten  years,  is  one  of  Connecticut's 
most  widely  known  representatives.  He  was  ap- 
pointed insurance  commissioner  by  Gov.  O.  Vin- 
cent Coffin  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  during 
the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1895,  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  July  ist  of  that 
year.  The  insurance  commissionership  is  the  most 
important  one  in  the  gift  of  the  governor.  The  of- 
fice is  for  four  years.  The  occupant  must  of  neces- 
sity be  a  man  of  great  administrative  ability.  From 
the  outset  Commissioner  Betts  showed'  himself  to 
be  the  possessor  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for 
the  position.  He  mastered  the  details  of  insurance 
'management  and  was  the  originator  of  important 
changes  in  the  general  statutes  relating  to  ditterent 
fields  of  underwriting.  During  the  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  while  he  was  in  office,  he  made 
himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  bill  that 
was  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Insurance,  and,  without  exception,  his  views 
were  received  by  the  committee  with  the  utmost 
deference.  The 'annual  reptorts  of  Commissioner 
•Betts,  relating  to  fire  and  life  underwriting,  were 
models  of  actuarial  and  literary  work.  He  showed 
in  them  sound  judgment  and  intellectual  capacity 


of  a  high  order.  Commissioner  Betts  was  a  rec- 
ognized authority  in  the  National  Convention  of 
Insurance  Commissioners,  which  is  composed  of  the 
Supervisors  of  Insurance  in  the  different  States  of 
the  Union.  It  was  through  his  instrumentality  that 
this  important  body  of  insurance  officials  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  Hartford  in  1900.  Mr.  Betts 
concluded  his  term  of  office  as  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner July  I,  1899.  His  administration  during  the 
I'our  years  was  one  which  reflected  credit  on  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  not  less  than  on  himself. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  appointed 
receiver  of  the  National  Life  Association  of  Hart- 
ford; the  adjudication  of  the  affairs  of  that  com- 
pany is  still  in  progress.  Mr.  Betts  received  a  high 
recognition  from  President  McKinley,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his-  second  administration  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  Under  an  Act  of  Congress,  ap- 
propriating $5 .000.000  for  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  to  be  held  at  St.  Louis  in  1903.  nine 
commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  throughout  the 
country  by  the  President.  On  April  i,  1901,  Mr. 
Betts  was  appointed  by  President  McKinlcA-  as  one 
of  these  commissioners.  The  distinction  was  the 
more  important  as  only  one  of  the  nine  commis- 
sioners was  selected  from  New  England.  The  ap- 
pointment expressed  the  President's  confidence  in 
the  ability  and  attainments  of  Mr.  Betts.  The  com- 
missioners are  supervisors  for  the  government  in 
carrying  out  the  plans  for  the  exposition  and  in 
expending  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress. 
Commissioner  Betts  has  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
the  position  with  his  customary  intelligence  and 
enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Betts  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
!  lican  party  in  Connecticut  from  the  beginning  of 
his  public  career.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Young  Men's  Republican  Clubs  in  the  State 
and  was  highly  honored  by  these  organizations.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee from  the  New  Haven  District.  Mr.  Betts 
is  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Social 
Union  of  Connecticut,  the  membership  of  which 
comprises  the  foremost  business  men  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  State. 

Frederick  A.  Betts  is  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
bom  Aug.  8,  1858.  son  of  Samuel  Betts.  an  influ- 
ential business  manager  and  carriage  manufacturer. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  a  New 
Haven  newspaper  counting  room,  laying  there  the 
j  foundation  for  the  extended  acquaintance  which  he 
;  now  has  with  the  public  meii  of  the  State.     After 
I  his  newspaper  life  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade 
I  in  New  Haven,  conducting  an  extensive  business. 
I  This  lasted  for  ten  years,  during  which  period  he 
I  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  educational  life  of  the 
city.     In  1893  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New 
'   Haven    board   of   education,    receiving  one  of   the 
i  largest  majorities  ever  given  in  that  city  to  a  candi- 
I  date  at  a  school  election.    In  1896  he  was  re-elected 
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for  a  term  of  tliree  years.  When  the  new  charter 
of  the  city  went  into  effect,  in  1897,  Mr.  Belts  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  board  for  four  years. 
Ills  services  on  the  board  were  invakiable.  He  has 
been  governed  through  life  by  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  personal  integrity. 

Mr.  Betts  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Fannie 
E.  Blakesley,  of  New  Haven,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. His  home  life  has  been  of  the  most  delight- 
ful character.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  superior  so- 
cial instincts  and  is  the  soul  of  courtesy  and  per- 
sonal refinement. 

DRIGGS.  Since  early  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury the  Driggs  family  have  been  residents  of  Con- 
necticut, and  through  the  greater  part  of  eighteenth 
century  of  Cheshire  and  \Vaterbury,  in  the  former 
of  which  towns  figured  the  late  Dr.  Asa  Johnson 
Driggs,  a  physician  of  State  reputation,  and  at 
Waterbury,  for  forty-five  years,  there  were  few  men 
more  prominent  than  the  late  Theodore  Ives  Driggs, 
son  of  Dr.  Driggs,  and  there  are  yet  in  Waterbury  a 
number  of  the  Doctor's  posterity,  among  them 
George  Asa  Driggs,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
American  Pin  Co.,  and  a  leading  citizen  of  the  city. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Driggs  family  came  from 
England  to  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1721.  The  father 
of  Dr.  Asa  J.  Driggs  was  a  sailor  in  command  of  a 
ship  at  Lisbon,  Portugal,  and  married,the  daughter 
of  the  British  consul  at  that  point.  Dr.  Driggs  was 
born  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  about  1803,  and  when 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  became  a  pupil  of  the 
Episcopal  academy  of  Connecticut,  and  of  which  he 
was  afterward  a  trustee.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  College,  in  1826, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Cheshire, 
Conn.  In  1828  he  married  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Reuben  Ives,  then  rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church.  She 
died  in  1829,  leaving  one  son,  Theodore  Ives  Driggs. 
On  the  death  of  his  wife.  Dr.  Driggs  went  to  Cuba, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  and  had  charge 
of  several  plantations.  After  a  few  years  residence 
in  Cuba,  he  returned  to  Cheshire,  and  there  lived 
with  little  exception  until  his  death  on  March  16. 
1878.  He  was  an  able  and  successful  practitioner, 
a  man  of  marked  characteristics,  affable  in  manner. 
of  a  humorous  disposition,  and  he  was  possessed 
of  a  large  fund  of  amusing  anecdotes. 

Theodore  Ives  Driggs,  son  of  Dr.  Asa  J.  Driggs, 
was  born  Oct.  25,  1829,  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  was  graduated  from 
Trinity  College.  That  same  year  he  came  to  Water- 
bury as  assistant  to  Charles  Fabrique,  principal  of 
the  academy  and  afterward  an  associate  of  Gen. 
Russell  in  his  famous  New  Haven  school.  Youn^ 
Driggs  devoted  himself  to  teaching  with  character- 
tic  enthusiasm,  and  maintained  to  the  last  an  active 
and  intelligent  interest  in  all  educational  matters. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the  Centre 
School  district,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the  high  school  in  185 1,  of  which  he  was  for  a  year 


or  more  the  assistant  principal,  when  throat  trouble 
compelled  him  to  give  up  the  profession  of  teaching. 
He  served  for  many  years  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  and  for  several  terms  as  chairman  and 
treasurer.  To  his  energy  and  thorough  work,  es- 
pecially as  school  visitor,  are  to  be  credited  many 
of  the  reforms  which  have  given  the  district  so  ef- 
ficient a  system  of  public  schools.  From  the  organ- 
ization of  St.  Margaret's  school  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  one  of  the  trustees,  serving  as 
secretary.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  Cheshire 
Academy  while  it  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  Horton, 
which  he  attended  as  a  boy.  Mr.  Driggs  was  one  of 
the  citizens  appointed  by  the  common  council  to  re- 
ceive the  donation  of  the  Bronson  Library  fund  in 
1868.  From  that  time  on  he  was  secretary  of  the 
board  of  agents  of  that  institution.  In  1853,  when 
obliged  to  give  up  teaching.  Mr.  Driggs  b-^came 
bookkeeper  for  Abbott  &  Wardell,  manufacturers  of 
Waterbury.  In  September,  1855,  he  took  charge  of 
th-;  books  of  the  American  Pin  Company,  in  whose 
management  he  ever  afterward  held  an  important 
olace.  He  was  elected  secretary  in  1865,  to  suc- 
ceed Deacon  Hall,  and  subsequently  was  chosen 
president.  His  interest  in  music  led  him  to  estab- 
lish the  Driggs  &  Smith  Company,  which  since  1850 
has  been  the  leading  house  in  Waterbury,  dealing  in 
pianos  and  musical  goods.  On  first  coming  to 
Waterbury  in  October,  1848,  Mr.  Driggs  became 
the  organist  of  St.  John's  Church,  serving  contin- 
uously until  Easter  Sunday,  1873.  when  rheuma- 
tism compelled  him  to  give  up  this  work  of  love 
I  for  years.  He  resumed  his  place  again  in  1876,  and 
j  served  until  his  illness  before  his  death  compelled 
1  him  to  retire  permanently.  His  inestimable  services 
i  to  the  church  as  organist  and  choir  master  were  fit- 
I  tingly  remembered  in  the  presentation  of  a  silver 
;  fruit  dish,  a  beautiful  piece  of  work  which  he  greatly 
j  cherished.  This  gift  was,  in  fact,  supplementary  to 
I  a  service  of  testimonial  resolutions,  suitably  engraved 
j  and  framed,  presented  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
!  former  disability.  As  a  church  organist  Mr.  Driggs 
I  was  in  a  most  congenial  place,  one  that  he  filled 
1  with  exceptional  ability.  He  always  insisted  on 
ecclesiastical  music,  and  his  accompaniments,  keep- 
ing the  organ  in  its  proper  place,  and  never  allow- 
ing it  to  dominate  the  choir.  Its  members  he  in- 
spired with  his  own  enthusiasm,  and  his  training 
was  most  thorough  and  effective.  He  kept  up  his 
active  interest  in  all  its  affairs  to  the  last.  Mr. 
Driggs  was  one  of  the  founders  and  for  eight  years 
director  of  the  Mendelssohn  society,  which,  until 
1871,  was  the  principal  musical  association  of  this 
vicinity.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Harmonic 
Society  at  its  organization  in  i88q,  an  office  which 
he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death.  Mr.  Driggs 
was  an  active  and  influential  man  in  both  church 
and  public  affairs,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  good 
causes.  He  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church  of  Waterbun.-  for  many  years,  and  agent  of 
the  parish  until  April  18,  1892.    In  politics  he  was  a 
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strong  Republican,  but  despite  unwavering  loyalty  j 
to  his  party  was  ready  to  see  and  aoprove  worthy  ' 
politics  or  acts  in  his  opponents.  He  represented  ' 
the  Second  ward  in  both  branches  of  the  common 
council.  He  was  a  member  of  Nosahogan  Lodge,  i 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Driggs  was  married  (first)  in  T854  to  Sarah  : 
E.  Shepard,  who  died  in  1857.  On  April  9,  i860,  [ 
he  married  (second)  Margaret  S.,  daughter  of  the  1 
late  George  Pritchard.  of  Waterbury.  His  children 
are:  George  Asa,  Martha  R.,  Henry  P.  and  ' 
Helen  P.  j 

MAJOR  JOH>J  ADAMS  MUNSON  (de-  \ 
ceased)  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  long  an  of-  ' 
ficer  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  of  Mew  Haven, 
a  business  man  of  many  years'  experience  in  New 
Haven,  and  a  citizen  of  high  standing  in  the  com- 
•  munity ;  he  was  also  a  representative  in  both  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  lines,  of  old  Colonial  families 
that  have  been  identified  with  the  affairs  of  New 
Haven  for  more  than  260  years. 

In  the  sketch  of  Amos  Munson,  which  may  be 
found  on  another  page,  the  ancestral  history  of  the 
Munson  family  is  very  fully  traced.  Its  founder 
in  America  was  Thomas  Munson,  who  is  on  record 
in  Hartford  as  early  as  1637,  performed  military 
service  in  the  Pequot  War,  and  lived  and  died  in 
New  Haven.  Back  to  him  the  ancestry  of  John 
Adams  Munson  was  traced  through  Amos,  Joseph 
(2),  Joseph  (i),  Israel,  Theophilus  and  Samuel 
Munson,  all  men  of  more  or  less  prominence  in  the 
community,  and  well  sustaining  an  unblemished 
family  name. 

Amos  Munson,  father  of  John  Adams,  was  a 
man  of  far  more  than  the  usual  business  ability  and 
push,  and  became  the  founder  of  the  pie-making  in- 
dustry that  has  now  grown  to  such  vast  proportions. 
His  career  is  exceedingly  interesting,  and  will  well 
repav  thoughtful  perusal. 

The  maternal  ancestry  of  Major  ilunson  has  a 
history  which  begins  with  the  arrival  of  Thomas 
DicketxTian,  in  Dorchesier,  Mass.,  in  1635,  the  line 
of  descent  to  the  subject  of  this  writing  being 
through,  Abraham,  who  made  his  home  in  New 
Jersey,  Isaac,  Stephen,  Isaac  (2)  and  Rebecca 
(Dickerman)    !Munson. 

Major  Munson  was  born  July  8,  1829,  a  son 
of  the  late  Amos  and  Rebecca  (Dickerman)  Mun- 
son, both  noted  for  their  kindly  hearts  and  genuine 
interest  in  humane  endeavors  of  every  kind.  The 
boyhood  and  }Outh  of  Major  Munson  were  passed 
in  New  Haven,  as  were  also,  in  the  main,  the  years 
of  his  long  life,  during  which  he  has  served  the 
city  most  efliciently  in  the  various  public  trusts  re- 
fK>sed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was  iden- 
tified with  the  great  pie  industry  established  by  his 
father,  successfully  conducted  by  father  and  son 
for  more  than  sixty  years.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  other  lines  of  business,  and  served  the  city  on 
its  police  force  for  a  time.     Having  a  pronounced 


taste  for  military  life,  in  his  young  manhood  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard, 
and  on  April  24,  1861,  became  Major  of  the  organ- 
ization. 

Major  Munson  enlisted  Sept.  9,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany D,  27th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  shared  the  fortunes 
of  that  organization  from  start  to  finish,  returning 
home  with  an  honorable  military  record.  The  regi- 
ment was  mustered  into  active  service  Oct.  22,  1862, 
with  Gen.  Abercrombie  as  its  first  commander,  but 
later  it  passed  into  the  Third  Brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Hancock,  who  included  it  in  the 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  where  it  was  under  Gen. 
Sumner,  who  had  command  of  the  Right  Grand 
Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  One-third 
of  the  regiment  engaged  at  Fredericksburg  lay  dead 
or  wounded  in  the  field,  or  in  the  hospital  at  night- 
fall. After  this  bloody  struggle  the  27th  came  un- 
der the  command  of  Col.  John  N.  Brooke,  after- 
wards a  most  distinguished  officer.  The  regiment 
was  engaged-  at  Chancellorsville.  where  the  most 
of  its  men  were  captured  by  the  Rebels.  Com- 
panies D  and  F,  however,  escaped  the  fate  of  the 
balance  of  the  regiment,  having  been  detached  for 
other  duty.  The  27th  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  reaching  the  battle-line  July  2,  and  be- 
ing stationed  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Cemetery  Hill, 
sharing  the  line  of  the  Second  Army  Corps.  It 
was  presently  hurried  forward  to  the  support  of 
the  Third  Corps,  disastrously  engaged  on  the  Em- 
mitsburg  Road.  The  broken  and  disordered  col- 
umns of  the  Third  Corps  were  slowly  retiring, 
when  their  supports,  part  of  which  was  the  27th 
Regiment,  came  to  their  assistance.  The  enemy 
were  crowding  forward,  and  as  the  supporting 
forces  of  the  Union  army  forced  their  way  into  the 
wheatfield,  met  them  with  a  galling  fire,  and  here 
fell  Lieut.  Col.  Merwin  mortally  wounded,  while 
leading  his  men  with  his  accustomed  bravery.  The 
Union  forces  pressed  forward  and  forced  the  en- 
emy out  of  the  wheat  field  into  the  woods  beyond. 
The  27th  went  into  action  with  seventy-five  men, 
all  that  could  be  mustered  for  duty  after  an  active 
service  of  not  quite  nine  months,  and  at  dark  eleven 
were  dead  and  twenty-seven  wounded.  The  day 
following  the  27th  was  stationed  in  the  main  line  of 
battle,  and  a  few  yards  to  the  left  of  the  point  at- 
tacked by  the  Rebels  in  their  last  charge  in  that 
great  battle. 

From  Gettysburg  the  regiment  moved  to  Falling 
Waters,  a  short  distance  from  Williamsport,  arriv- 
ing in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing  scenes  of 
that  engagement.  From  there  it  moved  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  from  which  point  it  was  sent  home  July  23, 
1864,  being  mustered  out  of  active  service.  In  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  Major  Munson  was  wound-  ' 
ed   in  the  left  thigh. 

On  Sept.  13,  1850,  Major  Munson  was  married 
to  Miss  Martha  J.  Wooding,  of  Bethany,  Conn., 
who  died  June  ig,  1S73.  On  April  28,  1874,  he  was 
married   to   Margaret  A.   Olmstead.     To   the  first 
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marriage  were  born:  John  H.,  born  Aug.  9,  1851,  is 
now  deceased ;  Charles  H„  born  Xov.  10,  1853,  died 
Aug.  9,  1870;  EHzabeth  A.,  born  Nov.  20,  1855, 
died  Dec.  10,  1858;  James  B.,  born  Sept.  22,  1857, 
married,  first,  June  i,  1876,  Anna  C.  Blake,  and 
second,  June  2,  1892,  Fannie  Wilbur;  and  Hattie 
H.,  born  in  New  Haven,  March  6,  1865,  is  married 
and  Hves  in  Kansas.  Major  ^ilunson  died  May  17, 
i8y8.  He  was  engaged  in  the  pie  business  in  Balti- 
more for  a  few  months.  He  was  a  veteran  fireman, 
and  held  all  positions  in  that  organization  from  pri- 
vate to  board  of  engineers.  In  the  Alasonic  fratern- 
ity he  was  very  conspicuous,  and  held  many  im- 
portant positions.  When  he  died  New  Haven  lost 
a  good  citizen,  a  loyal  and  straightforward  friend 
and  business  man,  a  knightly  character,  and  a  lead- 
ing spirit  in  all  forward  and  humane  movements. 

HENRY  GREAVES  DAVIS,  late  a  venerable 
citizen  of  Meriden,  where  he  lived  retired,  and  one 
of  its  leading  mechanics  of  English  birth,  was  born 
Oct.  6,  1818,  in  the  city  of  Birmingham,  England. 

John  Davis,  his  father,  was  a  gunsmith  by  oc- 
cupation. He  was  reared  in  Birmingham,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years ;  his  remains  repose  in  St.  Aston's  churchyard, 
Birmingham.  He  was  a  faithful  adherent  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Mr.  Davis  was  widely 
mourned  as  an  honest  and  worthy  man.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  city  to  Miss  Catherine  Greaves, 
who  was  also  born  there,  and  who  died  in  Birming- 
ham at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  ;  she  was  buried 
in  St.  Philip's  churchyard.  She  was  a  consistent 
Episcopalian,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a  true 
Christian.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  the  parents 
of  three  children.  John,  the  eldest,  came  to  America 
in  1853,  locating  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
the  following  year  and  is  buried  there.  Thomas,  the 
second,  died  at  the  age  of  seventv  years  in  his  na- 
tive place. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  at 
St.  Philips'  Church  School,  known  as  the  "Bluecoat 
School."  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  Britannia  business, 
and  continued  as  a  journeyman  until  the  year  i845_, 
receiving  a  sovereign  per  week  as  wages.  From 
Birmingham  he  went  to  London,  where  he  continued 
at  his  trade,  working  seven  hours  per  day  at  two 
guineas  per  week,  and  was  thus  employed  until  1852. 
Hoping  to  better  his  condition  in  the  Western  world, 
he  embarked  at  London,  and  arrived  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  in  April,  1852.  There  he  found  employment  at 
his  trade  and  remained  one  year,  when  he  came  to 
Connecticut.  He  at  once  found  a  situation  in  the 
service  of  I.  C.  Lewis,  at  Meriden.  After  a  short 
time  he  went  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  worked  two 
years  at  two  dollars  per  day.  After  working  a 
short  period  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  not  finding  his 
hopes  realized  in  America,  he  revisited  his  native 
land,  but  remained  onlv  a  brief  tiine  abroad,  visiting 
Birmingham   and   London.     He  became  convinced 


that  America  oflfered  a  broader  field  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  himself  and  family,  and  he  rejoined 
his  family  in  this  country,  again  taking  up  Britannia 
work  in  Taunton,  Mass.  He  was  subsequently  em- 
ployed, for  varying  periods,  at  Dorchester,  Mass., 
and  Hartford,  Conn.,  spending  three  years  at  the 
latter  point  in  the  worjcs  of  Rogers,  Smith  &  Co. 
In  1862  he  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  still  pursuing  the  same  vocation. 
After  a  year  in  the  employ  of  Manning.  Bowman  & 
Co.,  at  Middletown,  he  settled  at  Meriden,  and  was 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  connected  with  the  buffing 
department  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.  In  1893 
he  retired  from  active  labor,  and  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  peaceful  life  in  well-earned  repose,  dying 
Feb.  28,  1902. 

In  1892  Mr.  Davis  built  a  handsome  home  in 
Britannia  street,  which  is  the  abode  of  contentment 
and  cheerful  hospitality.  He  was  married  in  Birm- 
ingham, England,  Oct.  4,  1836,  to  Aliss  Mary 
Thompson,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  daughter 
of  William  and  Alary  Thompson.  For  nearly  sixty- 
three  years  she  was  his  helpful  companion  and 
friend,  and  reared  a  family  which  was  a  credit  to 
them.  Her  Christian  virtues  ■  made  the  home  a 
haven  of  delight,  and  her  departure  for  the  better 
home  left  a  void  which  cannot  be  filled.  Her  death 
occurred  Jan.  13,  1899,  and  her  remains  were  loving- 
ly interred  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  St.  Andrew's  P.  E.  Church,  with 
which  the  father  also  affiliated,  as  well  as  the  chil- 
dren. The  family  included  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Mary  Ann.  the  eldest,  is 
the  widow  of  Edward  Furniss.  and  resides  in  Brit- 
annia street ;  Emily  is  the  widow  of  Alpheus  S. 
Graham,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Linsley  avenue; 
Sarah  is  unmarried,  and  cared  for  her  father's  house- 
hold ;  John  Henry  is  a  solderer  in  the  shops  of 
Planning,  Bowman  &  Co.,  Meriden;  Stephen,  the 
fifth,  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  not  a  politician,  and  never  desired 
official  honors.  The  Golden  Rule  was  his  motto 
through  life,  and  he  enjoyed  the  deserved  esteem  of 
all  who  were  privileged  to  know  him. 

LYNDE  HUNTINGTON  FOOTE.  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  and  influential  citizen  of  North  Bran- 
ford,  New  Haven  county,  was  born  Oct.  15.  1834.  in 
the  house  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  Nathaniel  Foote.  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Weth- 
ersfield.  Conn.  His  grandfather.  Elihu  Foote.  was 
born  in  North  Branford  and  married  Lucy  Williarns, 
a  daughter  of  Rev.  Warham  Williams,  the  first  min- 
ister in  the  parish  where  our  subject  now  lives. 
One  of  Elihu  Foote's  ancestors,  probably  his  father, 
was  captured  by  the  Indians.  Elihu  died  in  North 
Branford  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years, 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  In  their  family 
were  five  children,  namely :  Edwin,  who  married 
Salina  Maltby,  and  lived  in  North  Branford;  Delia, 
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Charles,  born  Feb.  5.  1853,  married  Hannah  Cooper 
and  resides  in  Northford^and  Peter,  born  Jan.  9, 
1856,  is  a  physician  of  Monticello,  Oransje  Co.,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Foote  has  been  three  times  married,  her 
first  husband  beinfj  Benjamin  Dowd,  and  her  second 
Charles  Ferj^uson.  by  whom  she  had  one  son, 
Charles,  who  was  born  Jan.  13,  1868,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Northford.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  a  most  estimable  lady. 

Politically  Mr.  Foote  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  tax  collector  several  terms,  and  also 
as  a  grand  juror.  As  a  citizen  he  ever  stands 
ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving  upon  him, 
and  gives  a  liberal  support  to  all  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Wherever  known 
he  is  held  in  high  regard.  ^ 

\  THE  TRACY  BROS.  CO.  George  and  Cor- 
!  nelius  Tracy  constitute  this  widely-known  extensive 

firm  of  contractors,  builders  and  lumber  dealers, 
I  whose  place  of  business  is  at  No.  52  Benedict  street, 
i  Waterbury.     They  are  descendants  in  the  seventh 

generation  from  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy,  the  line  of 
I  their  descent  being  through  Jonathan,  David,  David 
1  (2),  Capt.  Silas,  Francis  and  Abel  C.  ["Tracy 
1  Genealogy"  (1898),  by  Evert  E.  Tracy,  M.  D.,  Chi- 

cago.]  >,         •       X      • 

1         (i)  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracv  was  born  m  1610  m 
HaVen^^somTveaVsT having 7 Ve^7rr"rouVe,'an^^  i  Tewkesbury^  Gloucestershire,  England,  a  grandson 
^  "  of  Richard  Tracy,  of  Stanway  [authority— the  work 

(1895)  of  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Ripley,  U.  S.  A.] 
Thomas  Tracy,  in  his  early  manhood,  crossed  the 
sea  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  stayed 
at  Salem  until  February,  1637,  then  removed  to 
Wethersfield,  Conn.  In  1652  and  1653  he  was  at 
Saybrook,  and  i666  he  and  his  family  removed  to 
Norwich,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors. In  1666  he  was  appointed  ensign  at  Nor- 
wich. He  was  in  the  Legislature  from  Norwich 
most  of  the  time  from  1667  to  1678,  and  in  1682-S3- 


wife  of  Eleazer  Linsley,  of  Branford ;  Warham  W.,  1 
who  married  Lucinda  Harrison ;  Annie,  wife  of  Al- 
bert Harrison,  of  North  Branford;  and  Williams.  | 
Williams  Foote  was  a  native  of  North  Branford.  j 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Lucinda, 
daughter  of  Amos  Harrison,  and  his  wife,  whose  '• 
maiden    name    was    Hutt.      He   was   a    Republican 
in  politics,  held  several  town  offices,  and  also  repre- 
sented North  Branford  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1861.     His  children  were  Alexander,  who  married 
Sarah  Kelsey  and  is  now  deceased  ;  Henrietta,  widow 
of   Leander   Harrison ;   Elihu   Davis,   who  married 
Janette  Ransom,  and  is  now  deceased;  Jerome,  who 
married  Ann  Foote,  and  is  also  deceased ;  Janette, 
deceased   wife  of  Douglass   Williams ;  Lynde  H. ; 
Lozelle,  who  first  married  Isadore    Russell ;  Henry 
Franklin,  who  died  in  chfldhood;  Delia,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Philo,  who  was  a  member  of  Company 
K,  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
from   disease   while   in   the   service;   Eugenie,   de- 
ceased, the  second  wife  of  Douglass  Williams ;  and 
Walter,  who  wedded  Mary  Hull  and  lives  in  New 
Haven. 

Lynde  H.  Foote  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  in  early  life  assisted  his  father  in  its  operation, 
his  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education  being 
confined  to  the  district  schools.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in  New 


selling  meats  both  at  wholesale  and  retail,  but  he  now 
devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  owns  the  old  homestead,  comprising 
100  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under 
a  'high  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  its  operation  has 
met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success. 

On  April  12,  1871.  Mr.  Foote  married  Juliette 
Smith  Gidney,  and  they  have  one  child,  Florence 
Gertrude,  who  was  born  Dec.  9.  1874,  and  married 
Arthur  Blakeslee.  of  Clintonville.'  Conn.  The  Gid- 
ney family  is  of  English  origin,  and  included  pioneer  ■  ■  •  •.  r  .u  r- 
settlers  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  in  New  i  85  trom  Preston      He  sat  as  a  member  of  the  Co 

lonial  Assemblv  for  more  than  twenty  sessions.    He 


York.  '  Mrs.   Foote's   grandfather.  Daniel   Gidney,  j 
married  a  member  of  the  Ward  family,  and  many  | 
of  their  descendants  still  reside  at  Newburgh.  N.  Y.,  | 
and  in  that  vicinity.     Her  parents  were  George  W.  ! 
and  Caroline   (Tvler)    Gidney.  who  were  married  1 
Jan.  23,  1838.     The  father  was  born  Sept.  10,  1808,  ' 
and  died  Aug.  23.  1879.  and  the  mother  was  born 
Oct.   15,  1819,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1897.     In  their  ; 
family  were  the  following  children:     Mary,  born 
Oct.  30,  1838,  died  Nov.  i,  1838;  Alary  Ann.  born  \ 
Feb.  28,  1840,  died  Dec.  7.  1840;  Lucy  Ann,  born  1 
Oct.  23,  1841,  died  April  28,  18—;  Juliette  S.,  bom 
June  24,   1844,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Tyler,  i 
born  Oct.  5,  1846,  married  Emma  Foote,  of  Fair  \ 
Haven,  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Walling-    1 
ford.    Conn.;  George  Henry,  born  April  23.  1849, 
married  Sibvl  La  Beasler.  and  is  a  dentist  of  New   I 
Haven ;  Naticv,  commonly  called  Minnie,  born  April 
22,  1851,  first'married  Alphonso  E.  Strong,  and  sec-  : 
ond   Craig   A.   Tuthill,   of    New    Britain,    Conn.;  ! 


was  well  educated,  and  a  man  of  consequence  m 
the  communitv,  a  thorough  business  man,  and  of 
the  best  personal  character.  He  was  married  three 
times,  and  had  seven  children.  He  died  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  in  1685. 

(II)  Jonathan  Tracv,  son  of  Thomas  (the  emi- 
grant) and  Marv  (Mason)  Tracy,  born  in  1646 
at  Savbrook,  married,  in  1672.  Mary  Griswold; 
she  died  in  171 1.  and  he  married  Mary  Richards. 
Jonathan  Tracv  died  in  about  1711,  and  his  re- 
mains are  buried,  in  a  graveyard  at  Preston,  Con- 
necticut. 

(III)  David  Tracy,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary 
(Griswold)  Tracy,  born  in  1687.  married  in  1 709 
Sarah   Parish,  who  died  in   1729. 

(IV)  David  Tracy  (2),  son  of  David  and  Sarah 
(Parish)  Tracy,  born  in  1721.  at  Preston.  Conn., 
married,'  in  1744.  Eunice  Elliott.  _ 

(V)  Capt.  Silas  Tracy,  son  of  David  and  Eunice 
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(Elliott)  Tracy,  and  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, born  March  27,  1745,  married  and  settled  in 
New  Preston,  Conn.,  where  he  kept  a  hotel.  He 
died  about  1825.  He  was  three  times  married,  and 
bv  his  first  wife  had  three  children,  Susan,  Luther 
and  I'rancis.  By  the  second  union  there  were  two 
children,  William  and  Lusina.  There  were  no  chil- 
dren by  the  last  wife. 

(VI)  Francis  Tracy,  grandfather  of  the  Tracy 
brothers,  was  born  about  1793  in  New  Preston, 
Conn.,  and  died  there  in  1823.  He  married  Clarissa 
Clemmons,  who  was  born  about  1793,  in  Litch- 
field, a  daughter  of  Abel  C.  Clemmons,  a  large 
dairy  farmer  of  Litchfield.  They  had  five  children :  | 
Mary,  wife  of  David  Meeker,  a  farmer  of  New 
Preston  (both  now  deceased)  ;  Elmira,  wife  of  Will- 
iam  Calhoun,  a  farmer  of  Morris.  Conn. ;  Silas,  who 
settled  in  Montrose,  Pa.,  and  died  there  in  1875; 
Francis,  who  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  carried 
on  farming,  and  was  a  local  minister;  and  Abel  C, 
mentioned  below. 

(VU)  Abel  C.  Tracy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  Jan.  14,  1820,  in  Washington,  Conn.,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  chose  farming  for 
his  life  vocation,  and  located  in  Morris,  Conn.  He 
married  Caroline  Bowns,  who  was  born  in  Torring- 
ton,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Bowns,  a  farmer, 
and  six  children  were  born  of  this  union :  IMorton, 
a  roller  in  the  Benedict  &  Burnham  INIills,  at 
Waterbury ;  George,  sketch  of  whom  follows ;  Cor- 
nelia, wife  of  Andrew  Palmer,  a  farmer  of  Goshen, 
Conn. ;  Cornelius,  sketch  of  whom  follows  ;  Edward, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  and  Frances, 
who  married  William  Johnson,  a  farmer  of  the  town 
uf  Waterbury.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
June  2,  1858 ;  the  father  is  yet  living,  and  attend* 
the  Methodist  Church,  as  did  also  his  wife.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  was  first  selectman  of  his 
town  (the  first  Republican  ever  elected  to  that  of- 
fice there),  served  as  assessor  of  his  town  (Morris), 
although  it  is  strongly  Democratic,  and  has  other- 
wise taken  a  lively  interest  in  its  attairs — in  fact 
he  was  instrumental  in  having  it  set  ofT  from  the 
town  of  Litchfield.  He  has  settled  many  estates  in 
Morris. 

George  Tr.\cy,  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Waterbury,  and  senior  mem- 
ber of  The  Tracy  Bros.  Co.,  was  born  in  Goshen. 
Conn.,  Jan.  6.  1847,  and  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  home  farm  in  the  towns  of  Washington  and 
Morris,  attending  during  the  winter  months  the  old 
district  school  of  the  neighborhood  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  then  took  a  course  at  the 
"Gunnery,"  in  Washington,  Conn.,  a  school  that 
has  turned  out  manv  men  of  prominence,  among 
whom  may  be  mentioned  United  States  Senator 
Piatt,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher's  two  sons  were 
schoolmates  of  Mr.  Tracy.  On  laying  aside  his 
books  our  subject  commenced  an  apprenticeship 
with  Deacon  Hotchkis6,  carpenter  and  builder  at 
Torrington,   Conn.,   which   concluded,  he  in    1869 


came  to  Waterbury,  and  here  for  two  years  worked 
for  John  Dutton,  also  a  carpenter  and  builder.  He 
then  entered  into  a  partnership  with  B.  H.  Eld- 
rcdge,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tracy  &  Eldredge, 
contractors  anrl  builders,  which  copartnership  was 
dissolved  at  the  end  of  four  years,  Mr.  Tracy  con- 
tinuing the  business  alone  during  the  subsequent 
ten  years.  In  1886  he  associated  with  him  his 
brother  Cornelius,  the  style  of  the  firm  since  its 
incorporation  in  1895  being  "The  Tracy  Bros.  Co., 
contractors,  builders,  luml>er  dealers,  etc."  They 
do  a  large  amount  of  contracting  all  over  the  coun- 
try, their  business  amounting  to  from  $300,000  to 
$500,000  per  annum,  and  in  this  connection  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  they  erected  the  State  building 
at  the  World's  Fair  held  in  Chicago,  1893.  They 
are  now  building  in  Hartford,  Norwalk  and  Dan- 
bury,  Conn.,  in  the  latter  city  putting  up  the  county 
court  house.  They  own  extensive  steam  mills,  and 
can  store  a  million  feet  of  lumber,  and  they  have 
that  amount  on  hand  all  the  time.  On  Dec.  2,  1891, 
their  lumber  yards  were  destroyed  by  fire — loss, 
$20,000. 

In  April,  1869,  Mr.  Tracy  married  Miss  Sarah 
Dady,  who  was  born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  and  twelve 
children  have  graced  this  union :     Edith,   ]^Iinnie, 
George,  Jr.,  Frank,  Viola,  ;\IabeI,  Harry,  Morton, 
Robert,    Benjamin,    Milton   and   Edna.      Of   these, 
Edith  married  George  Upson,  of  Waterbury,  and 
is  now  deceased ;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Chat- 
field  ;  George,  Jr.,  married  Grace  Crossley ;  Frank 
I  married  Bertha  Seabrick — all  being  of  Waterbury; 
1  and  Edna  died  in   infancy.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracv 
I  live  in  a  beautiful  residence  at  No.  126  Waterville 
I  street,  Waterbury,  and  enjoy  the  regard  and  esteem 
1  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.     In 
I  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  se- 
i  lectman  one  year ;  on  the  board  of  councilmen  two 
years ;  and  was  president  of  same  one  year.     So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Water- 
bury.    In  religious  relations  the  family  attend  the 
First  Baptist  Church. 

Cornelius  Tr.acy,  junior  member  of  The  Tracy 
Bros.  Co.,  was  born  April  21,  1853,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  on  the  farm  in  Litchfield,  attending  during 
winters  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
went  to  Milford,  Conn.,  where  for  two  years  he 
worked  in  the  straw  factory,  and  so  diligent,  useful 
and  progressive  did  he  prove  himself  that  at  the 
time  of  his  leaving  he  was  receiving  two  dollars 
per  day,  although  he  entered  the  place  a  mere  boy. 
In  1870  he  came  to  Waterbury,  where  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his 
brother  George,  who  had  preceded  him  to  that  city. 
On  Aug.  20,  1875,  Cornelius  Tracy  married 
Lucy  B.  Doolittle,  of  Bethlehem.  Conn.,  daughter 
of  David  E.  Doolittle.  also  a  native  of  that  lo- 
cality, where  he  carried  on  farming.  This  wife  died 
in  1884,  and  two  children  survive  her:  Clara  L., 
wife  of  Elgia  Bronson,  of  Waterbury :  and  Nellie 
M.     In  January,   1887,  Mr.  Tracy  wedded  Edith 
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M.  Bronson,  of  Wolcott,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Still- 
man  Bronson,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom  are 
now  living:     Howard  F.  and  Edward  B. 

In  1875,  after  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Tracy  lo- 
cated in  Thomaston,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  for 
eight  years  conducted  a  contracting  and  building 
business  on  his  own  account ;  then  returned  to 
Waterbury,  where  from  1884  to  1886  he  was  en- 
. gaged  in  the  lumber  trade.  In  the  latter  year  he 
became  associated  in  business  with  his  brother 
-George,  as  set  forth  in  the  sketch  of  George  Tracy 
immediately  preceding.  In  his  political  preferences 
Mr.  Tracy  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired 
to  political  preferment.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  Union  Lodge,  No.  96,  at  Thomas- 
■ton,  and  in  matters  of  religion  he  attends  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Second  Congregational  Church.  From 
a  History  of  Waterbury  we  glean  the  following, 
which  speaks  for  itself: 

"Cornelius  Tracy. — It  was  through  his  efforts 
that  the  city,  at  the  close  of  the  World's  Fair,  in 
1894.  came  into  the  possession  of  the  carefully  se- 
lected and  valuable  collection  of  minerals  and  fos- 
sils now  at  the  rooms  of  the  Bronson  Library.  He 
was  also  active,  in  co-operation  with  his  brother  and 
a  few  New  Haven  gentlemen,  in  transporting  the 
Connecticut  building  from  the  Fair  grounds  at  Chi- 
cago to  Connecticut,  and  re-erecting  it  for  public 
uses,  on  the  shore  of  the  Sound,  at  a  point  between 
Savin  Rock  and  Woodmont." 

JOEL  ANDREW  SPERRY,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Sperry  &  Barnes,  wholesale  provision 
dealers  and  pork  packers,  New  Haven,  is  in  every 
sense  one  of  the  city's  representative  business  men 
and  substantial  and  useful  citizens. 

Aner  Sperry,  his  grandfather,  was  born  about 
1767,  and  died  June  30,  1807.  He  married  Sally, 
daug^iter  of  Asa  and  Esther  (Tuttle)  Sperry,  bom 
April  5,  1770,  and  died  April,  1847. 

Noyes  Sperry,  son  of  Aner,  died  in  early  man- 
hood. He  married  Emeline  Beecher,  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Beecher,  a  grandson  of  the  pioneer  of  that 
family,  who  settled  in  Woodbridge.  She  attained 
an  advanced  age,  surviving  until  upwards  of  ninety- 
three. 

Joel  A.  Sperry,  son  of  Noyes  and  Emeline,  was 
born  July  8,  1827,  in  Watertown.  The  father's  early 
death  made  it  necessary  for  the  son  as  a  lad  to  be 
self-supporting,  and  to  aid  in  the  support  of  his  wid- 
owed mother.  After  the  father's  death,  Joel  resided 
in  the  town  of  Bethany,  and  until  sixteen  was  em- 
ployed on  a  farm,  having  only  limited  school  ad- 
vantages. As  a  boy  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  New  Haven  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  time 
has  proven  that  he  made  no  mistake,  not  only  find- 
ing the  object  of  his  mission,  but  that  usefulness  as 
a  citizen  that  has  made  his  life  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation  by  the  young  men  of  today,  who  are  be- 
ginning a  career  under  as  unfortunate  circumstances 


as  surrounded  him  in  the  morning  of  life.  The 
early  hardships  in  boyhood  and  young  manhood 
only  served  to  discipline  and  develop  body^mind  and 
character. 

Young  Sperry 's  business  career  in  New  Haven 
was  begun  in  1843  as  a  clerk  in  a  retail  provision 
store.  Some  ten  years  later,  in  185^.  associated 
with  William  Hull,  he  began  business  for  himself  as 
a  wholesale  provision  dealer.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued for  a  decade,  and  so  attentive  were  these 
young  men  to  business,  and  so  careful  in  the  man- 
agement that  they  developed  a  large  trade,  which 
proved  renumerative  and  brought  them  success, 
Mr.  Sperry's  great  energy  and  force  of  character 
being  conspicuous  in  that  success.  In  1863,  Mr. 
Sperry  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  went  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
business,  and  there  also  were  his  efforts  attended 
with  success,  but  in  1S68,  he  made  up  his  mind  he 
would  retire  from  active  business.  Carrying  out  his 
intention,  he  sold  his  business  and  returned  to  New 
Haven.  After  an  interval  of  a  couple  of  years,  he 
found  that  it  was  difficult,  after  a  life  of  such  great 
activity  as  his  had  been,  to  remain  inactive,  and  in 
1870,  in  connection  with  Mr.  E.  Henry  Barnes  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Porter,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sperry 
&  Barnes,  he  established  the  business  which  from 
that  day  to  this,  has  been  conducted  by  the  same  con- 
cern. Much  credit  is  due  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  for  the  development  and  successful  conduct 
of  the  affairs  of  the  house,  he  being  from  the  start, 
the  principal  worker,  his  long  experience  giving  him 
an  insight  into  this  line  of  business  and  enabling  him 
to  place  the  concern  upon  a  tirrri  basis,  and  to  main- 
tain its  standing  in  the  commercial  world. 

In  1870  it  was  thought  a  wild  and  impracticable 
idea  to  think  of  exporting  meat  to  Europe,  but  owing 
to  the  experience  he  had  gained  during  his  business 
career  in  New  York,  Air.  Sperry  from  the  first  was 
a  firm  advocate  of  the  enterprise,  and  as  a  result, 
the  firm  of  Sperry  &  Barnes  was  among  the  first 
to  branch  out  in  this  direction  in  New  England  and 
the  first  in  Connecticut,  thereby  reaping  the  abun- 
dant harvest  that  resulted  from  the  exercise  of  fore- 
sight and  energy.  Ever  since  these  three  gentle- 
men have  been  sending  to  England  and  the  Con- 
tinent, the  products  of  their  establishments.  The 
firm  is  the  oldest  and  most  extensive  pork  packing 
house  in  western  Connecticut,  the  plant  being  a  very 
large  one,  fitted  with  every  modern  appliance  and 
convenience  and  labor-saving  machinery.  The  busi- 
ness gives  employment  to  300  people  and  at  the 
plant  are  slaughtered  annually  upward  of  200,000 
hogs.  The  products  not  only  go  abroad,  but  are 
marketed  all  over  New  England  and  the  Middle 
States.  In  later  years,  w\is  added  to  the  old  firm 
the  person  of  Frank  H.  Sperry,  son  of  the  senior 
member.  The  uniform  success  which  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Joel  Andrew  Sperry,  is  to  be 
credited  not  only  to  his  remarkable  executive  ability 
and  business  sagacity,  but  also  to  his  endeavor  to 
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•  always  put  into  practice  the  strictest  principles  of 
intcj^rity  and  honor.  The  business  men,  the  patrons 
of  his  house,  have  ever  had  confidence  in  him  as 
a  man. 

Mr.  Sperry  has  been  in  no  sense  an  office  seeker 
or  politician,  but  has  always  been  interested  in  public 
afl'air^,  and  as  a  citizen  has  exercised  his  prero,5;ative 
as  an  American  citizen,  in  the  advancement  of  what 
ajtpcared  in  his  judgment  would  conduce  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  city,  county  and  State.  His  integrity 
and  singlemindedness  being  so  generally  recognized, 
Mr.  Sperry  was  called  upon  t'o  serve  for  two  terms, 
from  i860  to  1861,  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
Aldermen  of  New  Haven,  and  was  especially  instru- 
mental in  the  reorganization  of  the  Police  and  Fire 
Departments,  his  ideas  with  regard  to  improvements 
in  these  particular  branches  of  public  service  being 
very  effective,  and  resulting  in  greatly  enhancing 
the  efficiency  of  the  members  of  both  departments. 
Later,  Mr.  Sperry  served  most  efficiently  as  Fire 
Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

On  June  24,  1856,  Mr.  Sperry  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Jane  Fowler,  a  daughter  of  David  S. 
Fowler,  of  New  Haven.  To  this  union  were  born : 
Frank  H.,  who  married  Mary  Beecher  Wells,  and 
has  had  two  children.  Elenor  (born  in  1889,  died  in 
1897),  and  Joel  A.  (born  1886) ;  and  Effie  H.  and 
Annie,  both  unmarried. 

PROUTY.  It  is  learned  from  Draper's  History 
of  Spencer,  Mass.,  that  the  Prouty  family,  years 
ago,  was  the  most  numerous  of  any  in  that  town. 
The  records  speak-  of  them  as  men  and  women  of  a 
sturdy  New  England  type,  and  many  of  them  left 
their  impress  for  good'  upon  Church  and  society. 
A  number  of  them  took  part  in  the  wars  of  the  early 
day,  always  worthily  performing  public  and  private 
duties.  (I)  Richard  Prouty  was  a  resident  of 
Scituate,  ^Iass..  as  early  as   1667. 

(H)  Isaac  Prouty,  son  of  Richard,  was  born  in 
Scituate,  Mass.  In  1710  he  married  Elizabeth 
Merritt,  and  they  reared  a  numerous  family,  of 
whom  six  were  sons,  namely:  Jacob,  David,  John, 
Adam,  James  and  Isaac;  there  was  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth.  The  family  later  removed  to  Spencer, 
Massachusetts. 

(Ill)  Jacob  Proutv.  son  of  Isaac,  was  born 
March  14,  1715,  and  was  married  to  Ann  Capen. 
Dec.  8,  1741.  In  1740  he  purchased  the  northeastern 
pan  of  Lot  23,  and  built  on  it  a  family  home.  His 
children  were:  Deborah,  born  Oct.  ig.  1742; 
Phoebe,  born  July  23,  1744;  Lydia,  born  June  4, 
1747;  Anna,  born  Nov.  11,  I7'52;  Hannah,  born 
Aug.  15,  1754;  Caleb,  born  Sept.  7,  1756;  Joshua, 
born  May  18,  1759  (married  Mollie  Muzzy,  Nov. 
18.  1781);  Nathan,  born  Oct.  22,  1761,  married 
Sept.  30,  1784,  Patience  Converse;  and  Mercv,  bom 
Sept.   14,  1763. 

(Ill)  David  Prouty,  born  in  1716.  married  in 
■1739"  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  in  the  same  year  pur- 
chased a  part  of  Lot  23.     His  children  were:   David, 


born  Nov.  27,  1739;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  27,  174IJ 
Ruth,  born  Sept.  12,  1743;  Mary,  born  ilay  21, 
1745;  Sarah,  born  March  10,  1747;  Jesse,  born 
March  14,  1749;  Asa,  born  in  February,  1751,  who 
married  Lydia  Livermore,  and  (second)  on  Sept. 
29,  1785,  married  Tabitha  Ormeo;  Lucy,  born  Feb. 

26,  1753;  Beulah,  born  March  17,  1755;  Olive,  or 
iJiiver,  uorn  .May  2~,  1757;  Rhoda,  born  .May  17, 
1759;  and  Lucretia,  born  in  1761. 

(IV)  David  Prouty,  son  of  David,  married  Nov. 

27,  1761,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eleazer  Ball, 
and  settled  on  the  east  end  of  Lot  30,  where  his  son 
David  afterward  lived.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
with  France,  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  a  major  of  militia.  In  civil  life  he 
served  as  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  as  assessor  of 
the  town. 

(Ill)  John  Prouty,  son  of  Isaac,  born  in  1718, 
married  in  October,  1745,  Abigail  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Benjamin  Johnson,  and  settled  on  Lot  21, 
where  he  built  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  on  Seven  Mile 
river,  which  was  later  owned  by  iSIuzzy  &  Nichols. 
'His  children  were:  Benjamin,  born  Oct.  i,  1746, 
married  Jan.  10,  1774,  Sarah  Green;  John,  born  Jan. 
4,  1749,  married  Oct.  13,  1771,  Lucy  Gleason;  Isaac, 
born  Dec.  22,  1750,  married  Jan.  20  1772,  Anna 
Dunnel;  Johnson,  born  Jan.  8,  1754,  married  April 
7,  1774,  Anna  Livermore;  Abigail  was  born  Nov. 
27,  1756;  Eli,  born  Sept.  8,  1757,  married  May  28, 
1782,  Rebecca  Bemis;  Daniel,  born  July  15,  1759, 
married  June  7,  1781,  Catherine  Palmer;  Rebecca 
and  Esther,  twins,  were  born  April  19,  1768. 

(Ill)  Adam  Prouty,  son  of  Isaac,  born  in  1721, 
married  early,  and  lived  in  Scituate  and  Hanover 
several  years,  his  wife  dying  after  he  removed  to 
Spencer,  Mass.  There  he  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, on  Jan.  15,  1751,  to  Dorothy  Howe,  of  Rut- 
land. In  1763  he  purchased  part  of  Lot  64,  where 
he  died.  His  children  were  numerous,  but  there 
can  be  found  no  record  of  any  e.xcept  Seth'  who  was 
born  Nov.  12,  1761.  By  his  tirst  wife  he  had  Grace, 
Sarah,  Luther,  Isaac  and  others ;  and  by  his  second 
wife  Seth,  Rhoda,  Eunice,  Patty,  Desire,  Dolly, 
Adam,  Lucy  and  others. 

(Ill)  James  Prouty  son  of  Isaac,  born  1730. 
married  June  25,  1765,  Mary  Dinsmore,  and  finally 
settled  on  a  part  of  Lot  40,  where  his  son  Reuben 
afterward  lived.  Here  he  died.  His  children  were: 
Amos,  born  March  8,  1766;  Reuben,  born  Dec.  18, 
1771,  married  Sallie  Bartlett,  of  \'ermont :  Sarah 
was  born  Dec.  10,  1777;  Susannah,  March  8,  1782; 
Lydia,  Oct.  17,  1783;  James,  Jan.  30,  17S6;  and 
Polly,  Dec.  9,  1788. 

(Ill)  Isaac  Prouty  (2),  son  of  Isaac,  born  in 
1732.  married  Priscilla  Ramsdell.  and  moved  to 
Spencer,  Mass.,  in  1757.  settling  in  the  west  end  of 
Lot  16.  where  his  grandson.  John  N.  Prouty,  after- 
ward lived.  His  children  were ;  Priscilla  was  born 
Oct.  I,  1756.  Elijah  and  Elisha.  twins,  were  born 
Jan.  27,  1759;  Elijah  married,  June  19,  1788.  Anna 
Munroe;  Elisha  married  Elizabeth  Demond.  of  Rut- 
land.    Sage,  born  Nov:  2,  1762,  married  March  r8, 
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1784,  Alexander  Dean,  of  Oakland.  Joseph,  born 
March  26,  1767,  married  May  19,  1791,  Betsy 
Draper.  Thomas,  born  June  13,  1769,  married  Sept. 
19,  1793,  Lois  Wood.  Jesse,  born  Aug.  6,  1771, 
married  April  22  1798,  Abigail  Burden.  Avis  was 
born  April  2y,  lyj^.  Betsey  was  born  Jan.  24, 
1780. 

(IV)  Joseph  Prouty,  son  of  Isaac  (2),  born 
March  26,  17O7,  when  a  young  man  married  May 
19,  1791,  I3etsy  Draper.  His  cliildren  were:  Phelin- 
da,  born  Sept.  29,  1792;  Calvin,  Nov.  5,  1793  ;  Eme- 
lia,  Jan.  7,  1796;  Horace,  April,  1798;  Charles,  May 
7,  1800;  Cyrus,  Sept.  14,  1802;  Elmira,  Aug.  2, 
1804;  Luther,  July  11,  1806;  Calvin  Luther,  March 
16,  1808;  Alden,  Nov.  10,  18 10;  Mary  Draper, 
Feb.  2,  1813;  Betsy,  Aug.  9,  1816;  Joseph  Horace, 
Aug.  13,  1818. 

(V)  Charles  Prouty,  son  of  Joseph,  born  May 
7,  1800,  married  Eunice  Watson.  Their  children 
were  (dates  of  birth  unknown)  :  Elizabeth,  Charles, 
Elmira,  Henry  J.,  Mary  Ann  and  Calvin  Luther. 

(VI)  Henry  J.  Prouty,  son  of  Charles,  born  Oct. 
16,  1838,  is  also  a  native  of  Spencer,  where  he  was 
educated  and  has  spent  his  life.  For  many  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  shoe  trade  in  one  of  the 
factories  in  that  line,  in  Spencer,  and  he  is  a  man 
of  high  morality  and  excellent  business  qualifica- 
tions. He  was  married  in  June,  1864,  to  Miss 
Parmelia  Roberts,  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  who  still  sur- 
vives, the  family  home  in  Spencer  being  one  of  do- 
mestic comfort  and  Christian  living.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Prouty  are  consistent  members  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church. 

(VII)  Willis  James  Prouty,  A.  M.,  son  of 
Hlenry  J.,  was  born  in  Spencer  May  22,  1865,  and 
was  reared  in  his  native  town,  receiving  excellent 
educational  advantages.  After  finishing  an  ele- 
mentary course  in  the  public  schools  he  graduated 
from  the  Spencer  high  school,  in  1883.  Shortly  after 
he  entered  Tufts  College,  at  Medford,  Mass.,  where 
he  pursued  a  regular  academic  course,  graduating 
in  1887  with  high  honors,  a  specialty  having  been 
made  in  Latin.  In  1896  his  Alma  Mater  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In  the  fall  of  1887 
Prof.  Prouty  located  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  accepting 
at  that  time  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  high  school, 
as  instructor  in  mathematics  and  bookkeeping.  Dur- 
ing 1887-8  he  also  had  charge  of  the  evening  school. 

In  1889  Prof.  Prouty's  ability  as  an  educator  was 
so  universally  acknowledged  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
congratulation  with  the  school  board  when  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  assistant  principal.  Through 
a  number  of  years  he  constantly  grew  in  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  community,  until,  in  1899, 
he  succeeded  Prof.  S.  T.  Frost  as  principal  of  the 
Meriden  high  school.  This  position  carries  with  it 
responsibilities  of  no  mean  order,  requiring  scholar- 
ship, business  ability  and  social  attributes,  not  often 
combined  in  one  person  so  fully  as  they  are  found  in 
Prof.  Prouty.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  there 
has  never  been  a  better  qualified,  more  conscientious 
or  tactful  teacher  connected  with  the  Meriden  high 


school.    His  standard  is  high,  and  his  constant  aim 
is  to  bring  his  pupils  up  to  it. 

Fraternally  I'rof.  Prouty  is  connected  with  Zeta 
Psi,  of  Tufts  College;  is  treasurer  of  the  Home 
Club ;  has  served  on  the  executive  committee  of  the 
-Meriden  Tennis  Club;  is  a  past  regent  and  collector 
of  Alfred  H.  Hall  Council,  Royal  Arcanum;  and 
I  past  councilor  and  collector  of  Invincible  Council, 
Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association.  He  is  also 
librarian  of  Meriden  Scientific  Association. 

In  1890  Prof.  Prouty  was  married,  in  Meriden, 
Conn.,  to  Miss  Jennie  W.  Smith,  a  lady  of  educa- 
tion, culture  and  refinement.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  G.  Smith,  of  this  city.  One  child,  Marilla, 
was  bom  to  this  union.  Both  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Prouty  are  prominent  in  social  circles,  and  in  all 
educational  and  progressive  movements  are  among 
the  leading  spirits.  Prof.  Prouty  has  been  especially 
interested  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  has  been  a 
teacher  and  lecturer  in  this  association.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  his  bus)-  life  leaves  him  no 
time  to  accept  office,  although  he  is  so  well  qualified 
to  fill  many  positions  where  there  is  a  need  of 
trained  minds  and  honest  service. 

Smith.  The  Smith  family  of  which  Mrs. 
Prouty  is  a  representative,  is  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  ones  in  Massachusetts.  Alanson  Smith, 
the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Prouty,  was  born  in  Worth- 
ington,  Mass.,  and  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by 
occupation.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  his  native  town,  coming  only  in  advanced  years 
to  Meriden,  where  he  died,  his  remaifis  being  taken 
back  to  his  old  home.  He  married  Judith  Graves, 
and  their  family  of  nine  children  were :  James ; 
Justus ;  Henry  G. ;  Asa,  of  New  Haven ;  Augustine, 
deceased;  Abbie,  who  married  E.  D.  Castelow,  of 
Meriden  ;  Eldridge ;  Albert,  deceased ;  and  Myron, 
deceased. 

Henry  G.  Smith,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Prouty.  was 
also  born  in  Worthington,  Mass.,  where  he  was  ed- 
ucated. In  young  manhood  he  located  in  New  Hart- 
ford, working  at  the  machinist's  trade,  and  later 
came  to  Meriden  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Meriden  Britannia  Company.  Mr.  Smith  now  lives 
retired  from  activity,  and  makes  his  home  with 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  Prouty,  on  Hanover  street.  Mr. 
Smith  was  married,  in  1862,  to  Miss  Anne  Whit- 
ney, who  was  a  daughter  of  Theodore  Whitney, 
of  Agawam,  and  their  only  child  was  Jennie  W., 
the  wife  of  Prof.  Willis  Prouty.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  are  consistent  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  older  residents  of  Meriden. 

NICHOLAS  W.  HUBINGER.  While  the 
disposition  to  do  honor  to  those  who  have  served 
well  their  race  or  their  nation  is  prevalent  among 
all  enlightened  people,  and  is  of  great  value  every- 
where and  under  all  forms  of  government,  it  is 
particularly  appropriate  and  to  be  fostered  in  Amer- 
ica, where  no  man  is  born  to  public  honor  or  comes 
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to  it  by  inheritance,  but  where  all  men  are  equal 
before  the  law;  where  the  race  for  distinction  in 
either  public  or  industrial  life  is  over  the  road  of 
definite  usefulness  and  is  open  to  everyone  who 
chooses  to  enter,  however  humble  and  obscure  he 
n)ay  chance  to  be;  and  where  the  adventitious  cir- 
cumstances of  family  and  wealth  count,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  for  but  little  or  nothing.  Ac- 
cording to  true  democratic  doctrine  they  should 
never  be  taken  into  account.  Under  our  system, 
whose  very  existence  depends  upon  the  virtue  of 
the  people  themselves,  who  are  not  only  the  source 
of  all  political  power,  but  upon  whom  also  depends 
the  very  existence  of  our  free  institutions,  those 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  any  sphere  of 
usefulness  should  not  fail  of  recognition.  In  hon- 
oring those  who  have  deserved  well  their  prestige 
or  success  the  people  do  credit  to  themselves  and 
thus  also  supply  a  powerful  stimulus  to  honorable 
ambition. 

As  in  America  is  to  be  found  the  true  and  noble 
type  of  the  self-made  man  to  a  greater  extent  than 
in  any  other  nation,  so  here  is  to  be  found  a 
greater  popular  appreciation  of  the  intrinsic  ele- 
ments of  individual  character  which  have  made 
great  accomplishment  possible.  In  any  work 
touching  those  who  have  won  precedence  and  honor 
in  connection  with  the  mdustrial  activities  of  the 
city  of  New  Haven,  it  is  imperative  that  a  tribute  of 
respect  and  appreciation  be  accorded  to  the  Hub- 
iriger  brothers  who,  with  that  city  as  their  head- 
quarters, havf  attained  a  high  reputation  in  the  in- 
dustrial wor'  1,  winning  exalted  success  through 
their  own  efii'rts  and  abilities  and  standing  for  the 
most  inflexibl  i  integrity  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
The  wise  sysl  -m  of  industrial  economics  which  they 
have  brought  to  bear  has  challenged  unequivocal 
admiration,  and  none  can  regard  with  aught  save 
satisfaction  the  magnificent  results  which  they  have 
attained  through  the  exercise  of  determinate  pur- 
pose, indefatigable  industry,  consecutive  applica- 
tion and  honorable  methods.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
said  that  in  the  field  of  legitimate  and  straightfor- 
ward business  enterprise  their  degree  of  success  has 
seldom  been  equaled  in  so  brief  an  interval  of  time, 
while  the  products  of  their  great  factories  are  found 
in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  and  command  a  large 
export  trade. 

In  the  year  1880  the  three  Hubinger  brothers, 
John  C,  Nicholas  W.  and  Joseph  E.,  founded  the 
Elastic  Starch  Co.  in  New  Haven,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  C.  Hubinger  &  Brothers,  under  which 
title  the  enterprise  was  conducted  for  some  years, 
then  becoming  the  J.  C.  Hubinger  Brothers  Co., 
v.ith  Nicholas  W.  as  president  of  the  concern  and 
Joseph  E.  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  this  reor- 
ganization was  included  the  business  at  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  all  becoming  the  sole  property  of  the  J.  C. 
Hubinger  Brothers  Co.  The  original  firm  were  the 
pioneers  in  the  manufacture  of  elastic  starch  and 
the  product  bearing  the  name  of  Hubinger  has  con- 
20 


I  tinned  to  have  a  field  of  its  own,  in  contradistinc- 
tion  to  all   similar  and   imitative   preparations,   its 
superiority  over  all  others  being  unmistakable.    The 
business,  while  now  the  foremost  of  the  sort  in  the 
j  Union,  had  its  inception  in  a  modest  way  and  in 
j  pushing  it  forward  to  the  goal  of  so  great  success 
j  many  obstacles  were  to  be  overcome  and  the  strug- 
i  gle  for  supremacy  was  long  and  arduous,  so  that 

■  the  victory  is  but  the  just  recompense  for  the  rare 
;  business  acumen,  determination  and  excellent  exec- 
;  ulive  ability  which  have  been  from  the  start  shown 

by  the  interested  principals.     To  win  such  a  success 
to-day  implies   the  interposition  of  men  of  strong 
mental  and  moral  fibre,  and  those  whose  tenacitv  of 
purpose  is  sufficient  to  endure  the  maximum  tension, 
I  for  modern  business  life  can  not  but  be  strenuous 
in  the  extreme.     Men  of  average  ability  and  spirit 
,  would   have   turned   aside  or   been   deflected    from 
j  their  course  by  the  exigencies  which  seemed  sim- 
ply to  augment  and  intensify  the  powers  through 
I  which  the  Hubinger  brothers  have  pressed  forward 
!  to  the  success  implied  not  only  in  large  wealth,  ab- 
j  solute  financial  stability  and  a  national  reputation, 
j  but  also  in  their  foremost  rank  among  New  England 
manufacturers,  and  this  is  no  equivocal  or  uncer- 
tain distinction, 
i         The  Hubinger  brothers  are  sons  of  John  F.  and 
Catharine  (Girard)  Hubinger,  natives,  respectively, 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  the  town 
of  yietz.  France.     This  venerable  couple  now  re- 
I  side  in  Keokuk,   Iowa,  where,  in  December.   1900, 
:  they  celebrated  the  tiftieth  anniversary  of  their  mar- 
I  nage.     That  city  is  likewise  the  residence  of  their 
;  son,  John  C,  who  is  one  of  its  leading  capitalists 
,  and  most  prominent  and   influential  business  men. 
John  F.  Hubinger  is  one  of  that  type  of  sturdy,  up- 
I  nght,   wholesome,  honest  and  self-respecting  Ger- 
n\ans  who  have  contributed  so  valuable  an  element 
;  to  the  composite  make-up  of  our  national  fabric  of 
1  social  life.     For  many  years  after  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  followed  mercantile  pursuits,  and  at  one  time 
successfully  conducted  a  brewery  at  Ripley,  Ohio. 
Business  reverses  came  to  him,  however,  through 
circumstances  beyond  his  control,  and  this  depriva- 
tion may  not  be  held  as  altogether  an  ungrateful 
contingency  as  affecting  the  lives  of  his  sons,  who 
were  thus  impelled  to  depend  upon  their  own  re- 
sources and  to  develop  those  inherent  and  intrinsic 
I  attributes  of  character  which  have  made  for  strong 
:  manhood    and    definite    accomplishment — attributes 
that  under  circumstances  superficially  more  favor- 
able  might    have    lain    perpetually    domiant.      The 
reader  can  well  imagine  with  how  great  pride  and 
satisfaction  the  aged  parents  must  view   the  posi- 
tions  attained   by   their   worthy   sons,   by   whom  is 
rendered  to  them  the  deepest  veneration  and  filial 
I  solicitude.     As   the   shadows   of   their  earnest   and 

■  devoted  lives  lengthen  with  the  declining  sun  their 
sons  delight  to  surround  them  with  all  the  con- 
veniences and  tangible  evidences  of  aft'ection  and 
tender  care  that  grateful  and  loving  hearts  can  sug- 
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gest  and,  true  to  the  conditions  under  which  they 
were  reared  and  frugahty  born  of  necessity,  the  old 
folk  are  sometimes  constrained  to  chide  their  sons 
for  the  lavish  exi>enditures  made  in  their  behalf. 
They  have  been  sober.  God-fearing  people,  without 
pretension  and  without  undue  hunnlity,  never  look- 
ing down  on  any  of  their  fellow  beings,  and  never 
feeling  it  possible  that  they  could  be  looked  down 
upon.  Their  home  has  ever  been  the  home  of  prob- 
ity, piety  and  patriotism,  and  in  the  evening  of  their 
days  their  sons  honor  in  their  lives  and  characters 
the  noble  parents  who  bore  them  and  taught  them 
by  both  precept  and  example. 

Nicholas  W.  Hubinger,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Madison, 
Ind.,  May  20,  1856,  and  was  a  mere  lad  when  his 
parents  removed  thence  to  Falmouth,  Ky.,  in  whose 
public  schools  he  received  a  good  English  education, 
passing  the  major  portion  of  his  youth  in  that  iine 
old  Southern  commonwealth.  When  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Ripley, 
Ohio,  where  his  father  was  successfully  engaged 
in  business  for  some  time.  The  family  removed 
from  that  place  to  Quincy,  111.,  where  our  subject 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  bakery  and 
confectionery  business,  and  later  he  engaged  in 
the  same  line  of  enterprise  in  Keokuk.  Iowa.  The 
year  1S80  witnessed  the  advent  of  Nicholas  William 
Hubinger  in  the  beautiful  city  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  his  elder  brother,  John  C,  had  preced- 
ed him.  In  view  of  the  position  which  he  to-day 
occupies  in  the  financial  world,  it  is  interesting  to 
-note  the  fact  that  at  that  time  his  available  resources 
were  summed  up  in  an  exchequer  of  less  than  tifty 
•dollars  capital.  That,  however,  was  not  his  only 
asset,  for  he  was  equipped  with  the  endowment  of 
■energv-,  determination,  alert  mentality  and  mature 
judgment  as  to  the  springs  of  human  thought  and 
action,  knowing  men  as  they  are,  and  having  the 
powers  of  initiative  and  executive  ability  already 
waiting  for  a  proper  sphere  of  action. 

The  full  and  complete  historv-  of  the  founding 
and  subsequent  expansion  of  the  now  immense  bus- 
iness of  the  J.  C.  Hubinger  &  Brothers  Co.  would 
-fill  a  volume  in  itself,  and  lies  outside  the  province 
of  a  work  of  this  nature.  Still  it  is  incumbent  that 
an  epitomized  review  be  here  entered.  No  con- 
cern in  New  Haven  has  had,  perhaps,  such  a  modest 
beginning  or  such  a  struggle  for  existence  and 
finally  attained  so  pronounced  a  success.  No  other 
such  demonstration  of  pluck  and  determination,  no 
other  such  rise  from  a  scarcely  appreciable  begin- 
-ning  to  such  a  height  of  commercial  precedence 
"has  been  seen  by  the  present  generation  in  New 
Haven.  The  idea  of  an  elastic  starch  was  suggested 
to  them  while  acting  as  salesmen  of  the  old  style 
of  product.  They  were  often  assailed  in  those  days 
with  the  housewife's  complaint  that  the  starch 
would  "stick  to  the  irons."  and  in  seeking  a  remedy 
for  this  difficulty  came  to  them  the  idea  of  an  elas- 
tic starch.    Lack  of  capital  and  the  superadded  diffi- 


culty to  be  experienced  in  the  introduction  of  an 
entirely  new  article,  a  distinct  innovation,  were 
the  elements  which  brought  about  serious  obstacles 
and  such  trials  as  seldom  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who 
have  gained  an  equal  measure  of  success  in  later 
years  and  through  the  medium  to  which  they  clung 
with  tenacious  confidence.  The  brothers  were  prac- 
tically strangers  in  New  Haven,  without  recourse 
to  fortuitous  aid  from  any  source.  Their  credit 
had  not  been  established  and  among  the  incidents 
of  their  early  difficulties  and  herculean  struggles 
was  that  involved  in  their  being  refused  credit  for 
a  barrel  of  starch  valued  at  less  than  four  dollars. 
which  amount  was  later  made  up  only  by  extraord- 
inary effort,  and  they  also  had  to  pay  for  the  paste- 
board containers  in  which  their  manufactured  prod- 
uct was  placed  at  the  time  the  same  were  delivered 
them.  Dealers  refused  to  handle  what  was  consid- 
ered an  experimental  product  and  the  Hubinger 
brothers  secured  their  first  customers  by  a  house 
to  house  canvass,  in  which  they  personally  took  part, 
and  often  stopped  to  demonstrate  in  a  practical  way 
the  method  of  using  and  the  superior  value  of  the 
elastic  starch  of  which  they  were  the  originators. 
One  secret  of  their  success  lies  in  the  fact  that  they 
have  never  been  afflicted  with  false  pride,  and  that 
they  have  never  been  afraid  of  work,  having  an 
abiding  respect  for  the  dignity  of  honest  toil,  in 
whatever  line.  No  detail  of  their  manufacture  has 
ever  been  too  unpleasant  or  too  difficult  for  them 
to  p>ersonally  attend  to  when  occasion  has  required. 
Of  the  many  who  witnessed  their  early  struggles 
few  probably  felt  that  success  might  eventually 
crown  their  efltorts.  while  it  is  doubtful  if  anyone, 
not  excepting  themselves,  ever  conceived  that  the 
future  had  in  store  a  success  of  so  magnificent 
scope  and  importance.  The  business  began  to  ex- 
pand consecutively  almost  from  the  time  ,of  its  in- 
choation.  for  their  product  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
best  judges  of  the  value  of  a  household  commodity, 
the  housewives  themselves,  and  they  pronounced  un- 
equivocally upon  its  superiority  over  all  other  man- 
ufactured articles  in  its  class.  Notwithstanding  this 
fact,  to  attain  more  than  a  circumscribed  field  and 
more  than  a  modest  business,  executive  and  admin- 
istrative ability  were  demanded.  This  the  brothers 
were  able  to  supply  in  a  high  and  potent  degree, 
and  in  the  supervision  and  direction  of  their  present 
business,  ,with  its  manifold  details  and  great  magni- 
tude, they  still  find  no  time  when  they  are  not  equal 
to  the  handling  of  the  work  and  the  solving  of  all 
problems  that  present  themselves. 

Nicholas  W.  Hubinger  has  made  this  business 
the  vocation  of  his  life,  giving  his  energies  and 
abilities  to  its  development.  Several  years  after 
the  founding  of  the  business  in  New  Haven  the 
firm  established  another  factory,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  business,  as  pre\'i- 
ouslv  stated.  From  what  may  be  most  consistently 
designated  as  an  "infant  industry"  the  business  of 
the  Hubinger  brothers  has  grown  to  immense  pro- 
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portions,  in  both  the  East  and  West,  the  firm  dis- 
posing of  an  average  of  more  than  ,t\venty-five 
miUion  .packages  of  their  product  annually,  and 
their  operations  in  this  and  other  lines  of  enterprise 
involve  transactions  aggregating  several  millions  of 
dollars  each  year.  The  men  to  whom  this  great 
success  has  come  have  a  high  sense  of  their  stew- 
ardship and  their  characteristics  have  suffered  no 
cliange  as  prosperity  has  crowned  their  efforts. 
Their  unostentatious  manners  and  democratic  spirit 
are  yet  in  constant  evidence,  and  they  have  no  pride 
of  wealth,  ,no  sycophantic  regard  for  the  pomp  and 
majesty  of  superficial  show.  They  are  mindful  of 
the  simple  and  worthy  lives  of  their  parents  and  of. 
the  struggles  which  they  themselves  have  made,  and 
thus  has  been  deepened  their  appreciation  of  true 
character,  and  they  value  the  man,  not  his  rank, 
wealth  or  position.  In-  short,  it  may  be  said  that  if 
our  Republic  has  as  yet  developed  a  distinct  type, 
then  are  they  typically  American,  for  they  represent 
the  truest  element  which  enters  into  our  national 
life.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  ever  fair  and 
honorable  in  his  business  relations  of  every  order, 
and  this  fact  has  never  failed  of  objective  realiza- 
tion ;  in  his  social  life  he  js  generous,  outspoken  and 
without  dissimulation.  Of  strong  convictions  and 
distinct  individuality  he  hates  trickery  and  decep- 
tion of  every  sort,  and  his  friendship  is  given  with- 
out reservation  to  those  whose  characters  are 
worthy,  while  he  is  an  equally  stanch  enemy  to 
those  who  merit  .this  attitude  on  his  part. 

As  an  owner  and  admirer  of  fine  horses  Mr. 
Hubinger  is  well  known  on  the  trotting  turf,  where 
to  him  is  applied  the  familiar  title  of  "Nick,"  an 
abbreviation  of  his  name,  which  bespeaks  good  fel- 
lowship and  admiration.  He  has  owned  a  number 
of  the  celebrated  turf  campaigners  of  recent  years, 
and  in  his  stables  are  always  to  be  found  some  of 
the  speediest  of  standard-bred  stock,  the  number 
varying  according  to  sales  and  purchases,  for  he 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  his  horses  and  in  maintain- 
ing the  noble  sport  of  track  racing  at  its  highest 
standard.  His  connection  with  the  turf  has  been 
purely  from  the  standpoint  of  a  gentleman  and  an 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  the  horse,  and  the  pecuniary 
interest  has  been  of  subordinate  character,  though 
his  judgment  in  regard  to  racing  matters  has  con- 
sistently been  backed  by  his  money,  and  his  win- 
nings are  taken  modestly,  his  losses  met  with  the 
spirit  of  the  true  sportsman.  Horses  and  the  breed- 
ing of  fine  stock  in  that  line  constitute  his  recrea- 
tion and  a  source  of  much  pleasure,  and  his  means 
enable  him  tx>  indulge  his  taste  to  whatever  extent 
he  desires.  As  a  backer  of  horses  Mr.  Hubinger 
is  one  of  the  heaviest  betters  on  the  American  turf 
to-day,  and  his  judgment  in  this  line  is  such  that  it 
has  won  him  a  fortune  in  a  single  day.  While  he 
is  unassuming  in  his  personality,  Mr.  Hubinger 
shows  his  ^good  taste  by  living  in  harmony  with  his 
ample  fortune.  In  the  days  when  he  was  less  pros- 
perous  his   judgment   led   him   to   then   follow   the 


same  plan,  and  he  is  generous  of  his  own,  even  as 
!  he  was  provident  when  necessity  or  business  exi- 
'  gencies    demanfled.      His     beautiful     mansion,     in 
Whalley  avenue,   was   erected   by  him  in    1895,   is 
surrounded  by  spacious  grounds,  and  is  one  of  the 
i  finest  homes  in  the  city.     Mr.  Hubinger  has  spent 
'  no  little  time  in  travel,  having  visited  nearly  every 
section  of  the  Union  and  nearly  every  place  of  def- 
inite interest,  his  idea  being  that  a  man  should  be- 
come familiar  with  the  beauties  and  attractions  of 
I  his  own   country   before   seeking  those  of    foreign 
,  shores.     He  is  an  enthusiastic  devotee  of  rod  and 
gun  and  when  his  manifold  business  interests  per^ 
mit  his  temporary  absence  he  enjoys  nothing  better 
;  than  an  excursion  into  the  wilds  in  search  of  fish 
or  game.     That  the  .refined  elegancies  of  life  appeal 
to  him  is  shown  in  the  support  which  he  gives  as  a 
patron  of  art,  the  interior  of  his  elegant  home  bear- 
ing evidence  of  his  discriminating  taste  in  selection 
and     appreciation.       Though     for    a     considerable 
I  period  in  each  year  our  subject  follows  the  princi- 
j  pal  turf  events  in  the  Union  and  has  a  personal  ac- 
I  quaintance  .with  a  large  number  of  sporting  men, 
'  he  has  never  fallen  into  habits  of  intemperance,  so 
common  among  many  of  that  class,  and  ever  main- 
tains the  dignity  becoming  a  gentleman  and  a  true 
sportsman. 
'        It  is  true  in  the  case  of  the  average  man  who 
accumulates  a  competence  that  he  is  ever  anxious  to 
increase  his   fortune  and  to  seek  new  methods  of 
j  compassing  the  end.    It  is  not  thus  with  Mr.  Hubin- 
[  get,  for  he  is  satisfied  with  what  he  has  and  .with 
the   business    in.  which   he   is   now   concerned,   and 
]  though  he  is  still  a  young  man,  with  many  years 
of  business  life  before  him,  he  realizes  that  all  is 
\  not  summed  up  in  the  accumulation  of  mere  wealth, 
i  and  .that  it  is  a  duty  to  himself  and  to  the  world 
i  to  make  use  of  his  means  in  the  expenditure  of  a 
I  due  portion  of  his  income  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
1  the  many   legitimate  pleasures   which   his   position 
renders   possible.     Thus   his   life  is   well   balanced, 
and  through  his  personal  use  of  his  fortune  for  the 
gratification   of  himself  and    his    family    and    his 
!  friends   he    does    a    genuine   good    by    placing    his 
money  in  circulation  and  permitting  others  to  profit 
through  his  expenditures.     It  is   now  with   him  a 
matter  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  rather  than  the 
accumulation  of  more.     True  to  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  citizenship,  he   exercises  his  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has 
never  had  taste  nor  inclination  for  active  participa- 
tion in  political  alTairs. 

On  Nov.  20,  1884,  Mr.  Hubinger  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Eldert,  of  Madison, 
Conn.,  where  she  was  born,  daughter  of  James  El- 
dert. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubinger  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  one, 
their  names  in  order  of  birth,  being  as  follows: 
Lillian  R..  Nicholas  W..  Jr..  Paul  (who  died  in 
childhood),  Frederick.  Mar>-  P.  and  Jennie.  The 
beautiful  family  home  is  a  center  of  gracious  and 
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I        refined  hospitality,  and  here  is  extended  a  generous 

I        welcome  to  the  best  social  element  in  the  city,  while 

all  the  graces  and  advantages  of  wealth  are  enjoyed 

by  our  subject,  his  wife  and  their  children,  whose 

home  life  is  of  ideal  character. 

'  JOHN  HENRY  CAMIER  (deceased)  was  for 

almost  a  quarter  century  an  active  factor  in  the  busi-    \ 
ness  life  of  Meriden  and  a  very  successful  business   j 
man.     He  was  born  Oct.  20,  1840,  of  English  par- 
entage and  French  descent,  near  London,  England,    ' 
where  he  received  a  good  education  in  his  native   j 
language,  and  where  he  grew  to  manhood.     Being 
possessed  of  energy  and  pluck  he  resolved,  while   j 
a  young  man,  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  world,   ' 
and  set  sail  for  America.    He  landed  at  Boston  and   ' 
very  soon  found  a  position  as  shipping  clerk  with 
a  wholesale  gentleman's  furnishings  house,  acquir- 
ing a  thorough   acquaintance   with   the  goods  and 
the  demands  of  the  trade.     In   187S  he  became  a 
resident  of   Meriden   and  established  himself  as  a   ' 
retail  dealer  in  clothing  and  furnishings.    He  made   j 
a  success  of  this  venture  from  the  start,  and  in  1879   I 
admitted  Almon  J.   Fletcher   to  partnership.     The   i 
business  was  subsequently  conducted  under  the  title 
of  the  Boston  &  Meriden  Clothing  Co.;  and  con- 
tinued to  flourish,  through  the  industry  and  atten-   . 
tion  to  the  wants  of  customers  practiced  by  the  pro- 
prietors.    In  1883  they  established  a  branch  house 
in  Middletown,  which  was  quite  as  prosperous  as 
the  original  establishment,  and   was  conducted,  in 
charge  of  R.  W.  Camp,  under  the  title  of  the  Bos- 
ton One-Price  Clothing  Co.  ! 

Mr.  Camier  was  a  sutterer  for  several  years  from 
a  complication  of  disorders,  which  ultimately  caused 
his  death,  and  he  passed  away  at  his  home  on  West 
Main  street,  Nov.  2,  1901.  In  speaking  of  him,  one 
of  the  local  papers  said :  "Personally,  he  was  a  man 
of  sunny  and  genial  disposition,  ever  ready  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  He  was  patient  in  . 
suffering,  steadfast  in  faith,  and  died  in  the  sure  ' 
hope  of  the  life  eternal  which  is  promised  to  all 
those  who  love  Him."  ;\Ir.  Camier's  remains  re- 
pose in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  In  his  native  home 
he  was  attached  to  the  Established  Church.  In 
Meriden  he  became  a  member  and  trustee  of  the 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a  member  of 
Center  Lodge,  No.  97,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Keystone 
Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hamilton  Council,  No. 
22,  R.  &  S.  iSI. ;  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  No. 
9,  K.  T. ;  and  was  also  identitied  with  ^Myrtle  Lodge. 
No.  4,  Knights  of  Pythias.  While  supporting  the 
principles  of  Republicanism,  he  asked  no  political 
favors,  and  spent  the  little  leisure  he  had  in  the  en- 
joyment of  domestic  retirement.  He  left  a  name 
which  is  a  synonym  for  honesty,  sobriety  and  true 
worth. 

On  Oct.  14,  1S78,  in  Boston,  Mr.  Camier  was 
married  to  Miss  Nellie  J.  Warner,  who  was  born  in 
Winchendon,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  elder  daughter 
of  the  late  Edwin  T.  and  Tamma  (Davis)  Warner. 


Mrs.  Warner  was  a  great-granddaughter,  in  the 
paternal  line,  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  She  was 
descended,  in  the  maternal  line,  from  the  Blue  fam- 
ily, which  located  soon  after  1620  at  Rehoboth, 
Mass.  The  Davis  family  was  also  located  at  that 
place.  Edwin  T.  Warner  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  serving  in  the  Si.xty-first  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment. Mrs.  Camier  is  a  member  of  the  Second 
Baptist  Church,  a  lady  of  many  domestic  virtues, 
who  cared  for  her  husband  with  great  devotion 
through  his  years  of  infirm  health. 

ALMON  JOHN  FLETCHER,  of  the  Boston 
&  Meriden  Clothing  Co.,  Meriden,  was  born  Aug. 
'15,  1842.  in  Acworth,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  H.  His 
father,  John  Fletcher,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  this  pursuit  occupied  his  most  active 
years.  With  advancing  age  he  removed  to  Litch- 
field, Meeker  Co..  Minn.,  where  he  passed  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days,  giving  some  attention  to  farming, 
and  died  April  29,  1896.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  John 
Fletcher  married  Almina  Tandy,  a  native  of  New- 
Hampshire,  where  she  died  before  the  removal  of 
her  husband  to  the  West.  She  was  also  a  member 
of  the  j\Iethodist  Church. 

Almon  J.  Fletcher  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  East 
Lempster,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  H.,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  of  the  locality.  Being  somewhat 
ambitious,  he  has  supplemented  the  ordinary  train- 
ing afforded  the  youth  of  the  neighborhood'  by  ob- 
servation and  business  experience.  Before  he  at- 
tained his  majority  the  Civil  war  began,  and  he  en- 
listed as  a  soldier  in  Company  G,  9th  N.  H.  A'.  I., 
under  Col.  Fellows  and  Capt.  S.  A.  Whitfield,  for 
three  years.  He  went  to  the  front  with  his  regi- 
ment and  stood  the  shock  of  battle  at  South  Moun- 
tain and  Antietam,  two  of  the  most  sanguinary  en- 
gagements of  the  Civil  war.  At  the  latter  place  he 
received  a  shell  wound  in  the  right  shoulder,  which 
caused  his  discharge  for  disability.  He  returned 
home  to  recuperate,  and  when  strong  enough  to 
labor  went  to  \\'inchendon,  ^lass.,  and  was  em- 
ployed there  three  years  in  a  machine  shop.  He 
was  subsequently  employed  in  Boston  as  a  ma- 
chinist, and  later  as  clerk  in  a  store.  In  1879  ^^ 
came  to  Meriden  and  purchased  an  interest  m  the 
store  then  recentlv  established  by  John  H.  Camier, 
which  was  thereafter  known  as  the  Boston  &  Meri- 
den Clothing  Co.  This  establishment  has  enjoyed 
a  flourishing  trade  for  twenty-three  years,  as  has 
also  a  branch  establishment  at  Middletown  in  1883, 
under  the  title  of  the  Boston  One-Price  Clothing 
Co.  These  stores  are  conducted  by  Mr.  Fletcher 
and  the  widow  of  Mr.  Camier,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  fomier.  He  is  well  known  in  Meriden  and 
vicinity  as  a  reliable  and  capable  business  man,  re- 
spected for  his  probity  and  industry.  He  is  active 
in  church  work,  being  steward  and  teacher  in  the 
Sundav-school  of  Trinitv  M.  E.  Church.     Frater- 
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nally  he  is  a  member  of  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  87,  I.   ', 
O.  O.  F.,  and  Merriam  Post.  No.  8,  G.  A.  R.     In   ! 
political  affairs  he  acts  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  is  in  no  sense  a  politician.  I 

On  June  7,  1883,  Mr.  p-letcher  was  married  in   '' 
Meriden  to  Mrs.  Tanima  (Davis)   Warner,  widow 
of  Edwin  T.  Warner  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Gamier.    . 
She  was  a  very  capable  business  woman,  and  care-   | 
fully  conserved  the  estate  inherited  from  her  father. 
She  died  Jan.i,    1892,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut   | 
Grove  cemetery.     Mrs.*  Fletcher  was  a  member  of 
Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  a  kind  and  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  a  true  Christian. 

HENRY  H.  RICHARDS.    The  earliest  Amer- 
ican ancestor  of  that  branch  of  the  Richards  familv. 
to  which  this  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
West   Haven    belongs,   was    Paul    Richards,   who 
landed  at   New    York  Dec.   3,    1667,  and   took  his 
holdings  by  virtue  of  a  patent  granted  by  Governor- 
General   Richard   Nicolls.     Tracing  down   the   de- 
scent from  that  early  settler  we  find  in  direct  and 
succeeding   line   the  baptismal  names   of   Stephen ; 
John    (i),   died   m   March,    1765:  John    (2),   born 
1737;  John  (3),  1768:  and  William,  the  last  named 
being  the  father  of  Henry  H.     For  the  purpose  of 
the  present  narrative,  however,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  detail  as  to  the  family  history  prior  to  the 
time  of  John,  the  third  of  that  name,  who  was  the   j 
grandfather  of  the  gentleman  whose  career  is  un-   1 
der  consideration.     This  John  Richards  was  a  sea   ! 
captain,  and  lost  his  life  upon  the  element  which   ] 
he  so  dearly  loved,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-one  I 
years.    His  vessel  laden  with  lumber  and  bound  for   | 
Bermuda  was  lost.     A  lad  of  seventeen  years  was   { 
taken  from  the  floating  wreck  to  tell  the  sad  tale  | 
of  long  and  terrific  storm,  and  final  loss  of  ail  but   j 
himself  clinging  to  the  bowsprit.     Capt.  Richards   I 
was  swept  from  the  helm  by  a  huge  wave,  having   I 
refused  to  leave  until  swept  from  it.     That  wave   j 
took  all  but  the  boy  and  one  man,  who  was  later   1 
washed  off  the  bowsprit.     John  Richards  (3)  mar-   ! 
ried  Amarilla  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,    i 
His  eldest  son,  William,  born  June.  19,  1794,  was  j 
the  father  of  Henry  H.     His  widow  survived  him 
until  she  reached  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

For  William  Richards  the  sea  possessed  the  same 
fascination  as  for  his  father,  and  he,  too,  com- 
manded a  vessel  sailing  to  ports  in  the  West  Indies. 
At  length,  however,  he  began  to  grow  weary  of 
adventure  with  its  aOtendant  perils,  and  twught  a 
farm  in  West  Haven,  where  he  made  his  home. 
and  where  he  died  in  i86r,  in  his  sixty-seventh 
year.  His  wife,  Mehitable  Reynolds,  was  the 
daughter  of  another  weather-beaten  mariner.  Capt. 
Frederick  Reynolds,  of  West  Haven.  Of  their 
children  five  reached  maturity:  (i)  Frederick  R., 
of  Sidney,  Ohio,  was  captain  of  two  or  three  West 
Indies  vessels  from  New  Haven,  afterward  circum- 
navigating the  globe,  and  is  now  retired.  (2) 
Henry   H.      (3)    John    M.   lives    in   West    Haven; 


(4)  Elizabeth  E.,  widow  of  W.  Edion  Doolittle, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  has  two  children,  Adella  May 
and  Jennie  E.  Her  eldest  child,  Gertrude,  died 
young.  (5)  Laura  A.,  deceased,  married  Charles 
Woodward,  of  East  Haven,  and  had  two  children, 
Edmund  B.  and  Lulu,  the  latter  now  deceased.  The 
other  four  children  were  named  John  W.,  Edward 
A.,  Emily  E.  and  Martha  A.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Richards  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  communicants  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Henry  H.  Richards  was  born  in  West  Haven 
May  22,  1826.  His  education  was  acquired  at  the 
best  public  schools  and  academy  of  the  town,  and 
by  his  perseverance  and  application  he  acquired  an 
education  much  above  the  average  of  that  day.  He 
was  later  employed  as  a  teacher  in  East  Haven, 
Southington  and  West  Haven,  and  afterward  with 
his  two  brothers  embarked  in  the  coal  business  at 
New  Haven,  under  the  firm  name  of  Richards 
Brothers.  This  firm  by  their  own  vessel,  the  '"Sam- 
uel Griscum,"  received  the  first  cargo  of  coal  shipped 
from  New  York  ports  to  New  Haven,  that  came 
to  New  York  from  the  coal  fields  by  rail.  The 
eldest  brother  was  the  first  to  withdraw  from  the 
firm,  and  subsequently  Henry  H.  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  the  youngest,  himself  removing  his  busi- 
ness interests  to  West  Haven.  There  in  1861  he 
opened  a  coal  and  wood  yard,  and  later  he  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  lumber,  his  place  of  business  being 
on  Water  "street.  After  some  years  of  active,  suc- 
cessful, commercial  life  he  disposed  of  his  business 
to  his  sons,  although  still  aiding  them  by  wise  coun- 
sel, the  fruit  of  sound  judgment  and  ripe  experi- 
ence. After  some  time  a  joint  stock  company  was 
formed,  the  name  of  the  concern  being  The  H.  H. 
Richards  Lumber  Co.  Personallv,  however,  Mr. 
Richards  does  not  take  an  especially  active  part 
in  the  control  of  the  company's  affairs,  his  attention 
being  chiefly  devoted  to  the  management  of  his  own 
private  business,  and  particularly  of  his  extensive 
real  estate  interests.  Despite  his  seventy-five  years 
he  is  of  sturdy  physique  and  undimmed  intellect. 
He  has  hewn  out  his  own  path  to  success,  his  na- 
tive sagacitv  suggesting  means,  and  hi;  indomit- 
able resolution  overcoming  every  obstacle. 

Mr.  Richards  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Republican  party  in  the  town  of  his  residence,  but 
since  1884  has  acted  with  the  Prohibitionists.  While 
averse  to  holding  office,  he  has  consented  to  serve 
his  fellow  townsmen  as  assessor.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  church,  having  acted  as  both  trustee 
and  steward,  and  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in 
the  Sunday-school. 

On  Oct.  24,  1849,  Mr.  Richards  was  married  to 
Miss  Esther  C.  Ward,  of  East  Haven,  a  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel,  and  a  daughter  of  Josiah  J. 
Ward  both  farmers  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  although 
Josiah  J.  Ward  spent  some  years  in  the  South.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Mrs.  Richards' 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Abiah  L.  Roberts,  and 
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she  was  one  of  six  children  born  to  Collins  Roberts, 
of  Middletown,  who  donated  the  site  for  the  asylum 
in  that  city.  Mrs.  Richards  herself  is  one  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  si.x  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
turity, while  three  are  yet  living:  Ruth,  the  widow 
of  Edward  Thompson,  of  East  Haven  ;  Maria  H., 
widow  of  James  McLeve,  of  Portland,  Conn.,  and 
a  resident  of  New  Haven ;  and  Mrs.  Richards, 
Among  those  deceased  were  Samuel,  Josiah,  Will- 
iam and  George.  ^Irs.  Ward  entered  into  rest  in 
her  seventy-fifth  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards  have  been  blessed  with 
ten  children,  of  whom  five  died  young.  The  living 
are  (i)  Eannie  M.  married  John  J.  Carman,  a 
merchant  of  Bay  Shore,  Long  Island.  (2)  Edward 
A.  married  Harriet  E.  Haswell,  of  Hardinsburg, 
Ky.,  and  has  two  children,  Florence  O.  and  Hobart 
H. ;  and  he  is  engaged  at  the  old  wharf  and  lumber 
yard  in  the  lumber  business.  (3)  George  O.  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  trade ;  he  married  ^lary  S. 
Hyde,  of  West  Haven,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Eleanor  B.,  Esther  A.,  Durell  S.  and  Char- 
lotte M.  (4)  Benjamin  P.,  president  and  director 
of  the  H.  H.  Richards  Lumber  Co.,  retired,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business ;  he  married  Dora  B.  Seiter,  of  Monroe,  N. 
Y.,  and  has  one  son  Earl  F.  (5)  Etta  Belle  is  an 
artist,  a  graduate  of  the  Yale  Art  School  of  Yale 
University,  and  lives  with  her  parents.  Of  the 
five  children  who  are  deceased,  Henry  Ward  died 
at  eleven,  Sidney  P.  at  nine  and  the  other  three, 
William,  Ruebin  and  Bertha,  in  early  infancy. 

MINOTTE  ESTES  CHATFIELD,  president 
and  treasurer  and  principal  owner  of  the  Chatfield 
Paper  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  and  prominent  in  busi- 
ness circles  not  only  in  that  city,  but  throughout  the 
State,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  Colonial 
families  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Chatfield  was  born  March  13.  1859.  in  Cen- 
terville,  near  New  Haven,  a  son  of  George  W.  and 
Cornelia  (Ford)  Chatfield,  and  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  George  Chatfield,  who  came 
from  England  in  1639,  accompanied  by  his  fwo 
brothers,  Francis  and  Thomas,  in  the  party  led  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitfield,  to  Guilford,  Conn.  George 
Chatfield  married  (first)  Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
Bishop.  She  died  in  1657,  and  on  March  19.  1659, 
he  married  (second)  Isabel,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Nettleton.  In  1663  he  removed  to  Killingworth, 
Conn.,  where  his  death  occurred  June  9,  1671. 
From  this  first  American  paternal  ancestor  our 
subject's  line  is  through  John,  Ebenezer,  Elnathan. 
Joel,  Oliver  Stoddard  and  George  W.  Chatfield,  all 
of  whom,  as  well  as  the  eighth  and  ninth  genera- 
tions, have  resided  within  a  radius  of  twenty-five 
miles. 

(II)  John  Chatfield.  son  of  George  (the  emi- 
grant) and  Isabel,  born  April  8.  i(<6i.  in  Guilford, 
Conn.,  located  in  Derby  (a  single  man),  receiving 
his  first  grant  of  land  and  preparing  to  occupy  it  in 


1684.     In  that  year  he  married  .A.nna,  daughter  of 
Jabez  Harger.     He  died  in  1737. 

(III)  Ebenezer  Chatfield,  son  of  John,  born  in 
Derby  July  4,  1703,  married  in  1728  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Prindle. 

(IV)  Elnathan  Chatfield,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
in  1733,  married  Hannah  Xorthrup,  and  resided  on 
the  north  side  of  Bladen's  brook,  in  that  part  of 
the  town  of  Milford  which  subsequently  became 
Woodbridge,  and  still  later  Bethany. 

(V)  Joel  Chatfield,  son  of  Elnathan,  born  in 
1756,  married  Nov.  13,  1785,  Ruth  Stoddard,  of 
Woodbury.  He  built  and  lived  in  a  house  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  stream,  near  his  father's  resi- 
dence. Joel  was  one  of  the  first  Society  Committee 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  ( now  Trinity)  of  Sey- 
mour, Conn.,  in  1797.  He  died  June  14,  1836,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  being  killed  by  a 
spring  lever  while  loading  lumber.  His  wife  passed 
awav  Nov.  21,  183 1. 

(VI)  Oliver  Stoddard  Chatfield,  son  of  Joel, 
was  born  Nov.  19,  1793,  and  in  1822  married  Abi- 
gail Tuttle,  who  was  born  March  28,  1804.  daugh- 
ter of  Amasa  and  Sybil  (Wooster)  Tuttle,  of 
Middlebury.  They  lived  in  a  house  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road  from  Seymour  to  New  Haven, 
which  house  is  still  standing,  on  the  boundary  line 
between  Woodbridge  and  Seymour ;  across  the  road 
a.  corner  of  the  town  of  Bethany  joins  the  other 
towns.  Mr.  Chatfield  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  his  day,  and  was  a  genial  and  hospitable 
host.  He  owned  five  farms,  and  worked  them  for 
years,  and  operated  the  old  family  mill,  furnish- 
ing heavy  timber  for  the  construction  of  the  old 
State  House,  some  of  the  older  Yale  College  build- 
ings, the  First  Methodist  Church  ( which  used  to 
stand  on  the  corner  of  the  New  Haven  Green), 
and  other  buildings  of  a  public  nature.  His  death 
occurred  March  16,  1877,  and  that  of  his  widow 
April  14,  1887;  she  was  then  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Seymour,  with  which 
she  had  been  connected  for  sixty-seven  years.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Chatfield  was  a  Free  Mason,  joining 
King  Hiram  Lodge,  Derby,  in  1814.  He  was  cap- 
tain of  a  military  company  in   Bethany. 

(VII)  George  W.  Chatfield,  son  of  Oliver  S., 
and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was 

i  bom  Oct.   14,   1829,  at  the  old  homestead,  on  the 
i  line  between  Woodbridge  and  Seymour.   At  the  age 
I  of  twenty-four  years  he  went  to  Centerville,  where 
he  conducted  a  general  store,  and  in   1865  moved 
to  New  Haven  and  opened  up  a  grocery  business  in 
Di.xwell  avenue,  continuing  same  until  1875,  ^^'len 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  notion  business,  travel- 
ing about  the  State.    He  still  resides  in  New  Haven. 
j  On     Nov.    23.    1853,    he    married     Mrs.    Cornelia 
(Ford)    Andrews,    who    was    born    Aug.    6,    1830, 
I  daughter  of  Elias  Ford,  of  Hamden.     (  Elias  Ford 
I  died    March    14,    1899,   aged   ninety-six  years,   one 
I  month,  twelve  days.     He  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
I  Timothy  Ford,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  New 
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Haven.)     Mr.  Chatfield  is  a  Free  Mason  and  Odd 
Fellow. 

The  eighth  generation  of  the  Chatfield  family 
has  these  representatives  I  children  of  George  W.)  : 
Andrew  Oliver,  of  Xew  Haven  ;  Frank  H.,  of  Chi- 
cago; and  Minotte  E.  The  ninth  generation  is 
represented  by  Alfred  Burton  and  Gertrude  Yates, 
children  of  Andrew  Oliver  Chatfield  ;  Lena,  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  H. ;  and  the  children  of  our  subject: 
Russell  Estes,  born  June  ii,  1884;  Sterling  Rus- 
sell, born  Sept.  14,  1891 ;  and  Helen  Russell,  born 
Aug.  27,  1893. 

Minotte  Estes  Chatfield  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  and  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  entered  the  Xew  Haven  post  office, 
as  clerk  under  the  veteran  postmaster,  Hon.  N.  D. 
Sperry,  now  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  New 
Haven  District.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  1882. 
when  he  entered  a  large  paper  and  hardware  es- 
tablishment of  the  same  city,  continuing  his  serv- 
ices with  same  for  seven  years.  On  July  i,  1889, 
he  purchased  the  paper  and  twine  departments  of 
that  business  house,  the  branches  to  which  he  had 
given  his  time  and  efforts,  and  for  the  following 
six  years,  as  proprietor  of  the  Chatfield  Paper  Co.. 
carried  on  an  extensive  and  successful  paper  and 
twine  business.  In  1895  was  incorporated  the  Chat- 
field Paper  Co.,  of  which  he  was  made  and  has 
since  been  president  and  treasurer,  and  of  which 
he  is  the  principal  stockholder.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  New  Haven  Pulp  Board  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  president  and  a  leading  stockholder ; 
this  company  has  built  and  is  now  operating  a  large 
plant  at  the  foot  of  Green  street,  on  Mill  river. 
Mr.  Chatfield  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  Evening  Leader  Co.,  publishers  of  the  Evening 
Leader,  a  daily  Republican  newspaper  of  New  Ha- 
ven, and  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  the  State ; 
he  is  also  a  director  in  other  enterprises.  He  is  a 
man  of  recognized  business  ability,  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  has  been  noted  wherever  placed  as 
a  faithful  and  conscientious  worker.  He  has  been 
especially  active  as  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Young  Glen's  Republican  Club,  in  which  since  its 
organization  he  has  held  several  offices,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  its  faithful  members  and  friends. 
He  has  most  effectively  served  his  fellow  citizens 
as  an  alderman  and  also  in  the  common  council ; 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Old  Town  Farm,  and  a  director 
and  treasurer  of  the  New  Haven  Free  Public  Li- 
brarv.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
No.' I,  A.   F.  &  A.   M. 

On  Sept.  29,  1880,  Mr.  Chatfield  was  married 
to  Miss  Stella  Stowe  Russell,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
Russell,  of  New  Haven,  formerly  of  Prospect, 
Conn.,  and  three  children  have  been  bom  of  this 
union.  Mrs.  Chatfield  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
Capt.  Stephen  and  Freelove  (Baldwin)  Stowe,  of 
Milford,  Conn.,  the  former  of  whom  lost  his  life  in 
caring   for   released    Revolutionary   soldiers    from 


New  York  prisons.    These  soldiers  were  abandoned 
on  Milford  Point  on  account  of  having  the  plague, 
then   epidemic   in    the   prisons.      Capt.    Stowe   took  j 
pity  on  them,  and  was  the  only  one  to  house  and  i 
care   for   them,   his   reward   being   his   death    from  j 
the  disease. 

MARCUS  P.  SMITH,  a  well-known  citizen  of  ! 
New  Haven  and  a  member  of  the  enterprising  firm 
of  Smith  Bros.,  of  Oyster  Point,  was  born  in  West 
Haven,  Conn.,  Dec.  31,  1846,  a  son  of  Willis  and 
Sarah  L.  (Hmman)  Smith,  and  a  grandson  of 
Harry  Smith. 

Willis  Smith  was  born  in  West  Haven,  where 
the  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
and  died  in  New  Haven  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
With  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Smith,  he  was  among 
the  earliest  men  to  see  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
by  embarking  in  the  business  of  oyster  farming 
along  this  coast,  the  required  conditions  here  being 
excellent.  Later  in  life,  with  his  sons,  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  firm  known  to  the  trade  as  Smith 
Bros.  From  his  marriage  into  the  Hinman  family, 
one  of  the  old  and  esteemed  ones  of  Middleburv, 
was  bom  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of  these 
still  surviving,  as  well  as  the  most  estimable  and 
beloved  mother. 

Marcus  P.  Smith  was  four  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  City  or  Oyster  Point,  receiv- 
ing his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  locality  and 
in  the  Washington  school,  in  New  Haven.  For 
some  time  prior  to  his  own  active  entrance  into  the 
oyster  farming  business  he  managed  for  his  father, 
but  later  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Riley  T.,  and  for  twenty-five  years  this  firm  has 
stood  for  reliability  and  excellence  of  product.  The 
business  has  increased  to  immense  proportions,  the 
sales  being  entirely  wholesale,  20,000- bushels  to  one 
party  not  being  an  unusual  transaction. 

On  June  15,  1869,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Fannie  A.  Thomas,  who  was  bom  in 
New  Haven,  although  her  parents  were  natives  of 
West  Haven.  The  two  sons  of  this  union  are : 
j  George  T.  and  Leslie  P.  Smith.  The  beautiful  fam- 
ily home,  which  Mr.  Smith  built  in  1890,  is  located 
at  No.  194  Howard  avenue,  where  a  generous  hos- 
pitality is  dispensed  by  its  courteous  and  genial 
owner,  his  intimate  friends  being  numbered  among 
the  most  prominent  social  figures  of  .the  city. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Howard  Avenue 
M.  E.  Church. 

In  political  life  Mr.  Smith  has  been  particularly 
noted,  a  leading  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
at  one  time  police  commissioner,  declining  all  other 
honors,  even  the  mavoraltv.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  order  of  A.  O.  U.  W..  was  a  charter 
member  of  Sterling  Lodge,  No.  43,  and  for  a  period 
served  as  one  of  the  trustees.  For  eight  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  Union  League  Club, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors 
and  chairman  of  the  supply  committee,  also  serving 
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this  club  one  year  as  a  director.  For  seven  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. In  social  circles  Mr.  Smith  is  popular  and 
active,  possessing-  a  pleasing  personality,  a  gift  of 
oratory  and  the  ease  and  poise  of  manner  that 
wealth  and  culture  g^ives.  At  a  late  elaborate  dinner 
given  by  his  club  to  Congressman  Sperry,  Mr.  Smith 
was  the  orator  of  the  occasion,  acquitting  himself 
in  his  usual  happy  manner. 

GEORGE  HOXIE  BEEBE,  M.  D.,  the  oldest 
medical  practitioner  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  is  a 
natWe  of  Rhode  Island,  bom  Feb.  i,  1855,  in 
Westerly. 

Dr.  Beebe  is  the  only  son  of  Rev.  D.  F.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Witter)  Beebe,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  native  of  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  was  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  spending 
his  life  in  that  service.  His  latter  years  were  passed 
at  Rocky  Hill.  Hartford  Co..  Conn.,  and  he  died 
May  16,  1897.  at  Colebrook,  Conn.,  while  on  a 
visit,  his  remains  being  interred  there  temporarily. 
He  was  well  known  in  connection  with  his  life 
work.  Airs.  Beebe,  who  was  born  at  Westerly^  still 
makes  her  home  at  Rock}-  Hill ;  she  is  a  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement. 

George  H.  Beebe  attended  the  common  and  high 
schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  later  Hopkinton  (R. 
I.)  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  After 
teaching  school  for  a  year  he  entered  the  Medical 
School  of  Yale,  where  he  studied  a  short  time,  com- 
pleting his  professional  preparation  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York,  where  he  graduated,  receiving 
his  diploma  in  the  spring  of  1878.  His  first  loca- 
tion for  practice  was  at  Pontiac,  111.,  as  he  con- 
sidered the  West  the  best  field  for  a  young  practi- 
tioner, and  he  remained  there  three  vears.  The 
next  four  years  he  practiced  at  Charlestown,  in  his 
native  State,  and  in.  1885  came  to  his  present  loca- 
tion, where  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in 
active  practice  to  the  present  time.  He  succeeded 
to  the  practice  of  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  and  has, 
by  skill  and  devotion  to  the  wants  of  his  patients, 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  clientele,  his  duties 
taking  him  from  Guilford  to  Madison.  North  Guil- 
ford, North  Branford,  and  other  places  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Personally  the  Doctor  is  genial  and  so- 
ciable, and  though  his  professional  success  is  quite 
sufficient,  evidence  in  itself  of  his  popularity  he  is 
no  less  esteemed  in  other  lines.  A  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  he  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  his  party,  but  he  is  not  a  politician  in 
the  sense  of  office  seeking.  However,  the  people  of 
the  town  have  chosen  him  to  serve  as  health  ofiicer 
and  on  the  school  board,  of  which  he  is  secretary, 
and  on  which  he  has  done  efficient  work.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection, the  Royal  Arcanum  (in  both  of  which  he  is 
medical  examiner),  St.  Alban  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Guilford,  and  the  Chapter.  His  religious  con- 
nection is  with  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
h/is  wife  also  belongs. 


Dr.  Beebe  was  married  in  Westerly,  April  29, 
1879,  to  Miss  May  E.  Lewis,  a  native  of  North 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of  Henry  Lewis. 
Three  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Grace, 
born  Sept.  15,  1884;  Florence,  born  Dec.  7,  1886; 
and  Albert  Lewis,  born  May  6,  1889;  the  daughters 
are  now  attending  high  school.  Mrs.  Beebe  is  an 
intelligent,  cultured  woman,  and  a  leader  in  social 
circles  in  Guilford,  where  she  shares  fully  the  es- 
teem and  popularity  enjoyed  b_\-  her  husband. 

KENDRICK.  For  three  quarters  of  a  century, 
through  three  generations,  the  famiily  bearing  this 
name  have  been  prominent  in  the  annals  of  W'ater- 
bury,  among  those  conspicuously  prominent  and 
useful  being  Hon.  Greene  Kendrick,  Hon.  John 
Kendrick  and  Hon.  Greene  Kendrick  (2),  father, 
son  and  grandson. 

John  Kendrick,  the  grandfather  of  Hon.  Greene 
Kendrick,  and  a  descendant  of  an  ancestor  who  came 
to  Massachusetts,  was  a  Virginian,  bom  about  1735, 
and  in  his  native  State  was  occupied  in  growing 
tobacco.  Of  his  four  sons,  John,  William,  James 
and  Benjamin,  and  several  daughters.  John  Kend- 
rick, the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  1764,  removed  to 
North  Carolina  about  1786,  and  was  occupied  as  a 
cotton  planter.  His  wife  iMartha,  born  in  1763,  was 
a  daughter  of  a  wealthy  planter,  believed  to  be  of 
Welsh  descent.  John  Kendrick  was'  a  man  of 
marked  ability,  religious  character,  and  of  eminent 
usefulness  in  the  atfairs  of  the  Church,  State  and 
society.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, and  at  their  home  was  dispensed  a  generous 
hospitality.  He  died  in  1823,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1825.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  nine  of 
whom  became  heads  of  families. 

Greene  Kendrick,  son  of  John  Kendrick,  was 
born  April  1,  1798,  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  at  the  homestead  near  Charlotte,  N.  C, 
and  in  that  locality  attended  school,  later  assisting 
in  the  management  of  the  plantation.  At  about 
twenty  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Charlotte,  and  in  1829  he  located  in  Waterbury.  and 
from  that  time  on  until  his  death  figured  pre-emi- 
nently in  its  industrial  life  and  in  all  of  its  attairs, 
public  and  social.  He  had  married,  June  12.  1823, 
at  Augusta,  Ga.,  Anna  M..  daughter  of  Mark  Leav- 
enworth, and  a  native  of  Waterbury,  with  whom 
he  lived  happily  for  forty-seven  years.  It  was 
through  the  influence  of  Air.  Leavenworth  that  he 
came  North  and  located  in  Waterbury.  where  he 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Mark  Leavenworth 
iS:  Co..  manufacturers  of  clocks,  the  firm  later  be- 
ing styled  Leavenworth  &  Kendrick.  They  were 
among  the  first  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  gilt 
buttons,  out  of  which  industry  grew  the  manufacture 
of  brass.  Mr.  Kendrick  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  pocket  cutlery,  and  organized  the 
Waterbury  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  under  his 
direction   procured   skilled   labor   from  abroad   and 
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proved  the  practicability  of  competing  successfully 
with  Europe  in  this  useful  art.  He  also  later  or- 
paiiizcd  and  successfully  established  under  peculiar 
tiitVuulties  the  Oakville  Pin  Co.  He  was  interested 
ill  the  American  Suspender  Co.,  and  many  other 
manufacturing  corporations.  In  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  he  '".htained  the  controlling  interest  in  the 
nnnufacture  o^  i^ilver-p'ated  ware,  then  recently  es- 
t.  blished  in  V.'aterbuiy  bv  Rogers  &  Brother.  While 
r.Ltive  in  tl;e  -ndustries  of  Waterbury  at  home,  he 
served  the  town  abroad  yet  more  efficiently  in  the 
combining  of  capital  in  co-operative  work.  The 
passage  of  the  measure  gave  a  stimulus  to  all  man- 
ufacturing in  Connecticut,  especially  in  Waterbury. 

In  the  days  of  the  old  Whig  party  Mr.  Kendrick 
was  an  able  exponent  of  its  doctrines  in  town,  State 
and  national  attairs — loyal  to  it  as  long  as  it  ex- 
isted, and  then  stood  aside,  acting  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  so  far  as  he  acted  at  all.  He  was  ever 
loyal  to  his  convictions  of  right,  following  them 
without  regard  to  party  lines.  By  native  manliness 
and  justice,  he  outgrew  party  bondage,  and  in  his 
later  years  sought  to  conciliate  and  harmonize  the 
differing  elements  of  strife,  always  preferring  prin- 
ciple to  party.  Born  in  the  South,  he  deeply  re- 
gretted the  necessity  of  war.  but  when  it  came  he 
was  loyal  to  his  adopted  section. 

Mr.  Kendrick  was  miany  times  honored  bv  his 
fellow  citizens  by  election  to  public  trusts.  He  was 
a  representative  from  the  town  eight  times  in  the 
Legislature,  and  three  times  from  the  district  in  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  honored  with  the  office  of 
lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  in  1851,  and  sub- 
sequently in  an  election  by  the  Legislature  he  came 
within  one  vote  of  being  chosen  governor.  He  was  j 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  1854  and  1856,  and  in  the 
latter  year  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  in  the 
Legislature  for  United  States  Senator,  and  by  only 
two  votes  was  defeated  bv  L.  S.  Foster. 

Mr.  Kendrick  took  an  active  interest  in  every- 
thing that  looked  to  the  prosperity  of  Waterbury. 
For  many  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
education  and  also  president  of  the  board  of  agents 
of  the  Bronion  Library.  "His  convictions  of  re- 
ligious truth  were  profound,  but  he  was  not  a 
Church  member,  for  he  could  not  adopt  a  creed  as 
a  whole  unless  he  was  willing  to  accept  it  in  detail. 
Here,  if  anywhere,  he  believed,  was  the  place  for 
frankness  and  honesty;  if  he  could  not  enter  the 
Church  without  mental  reservations,  he  would  not 
enter  at  all.  Yet  his  interest  in  the  Church  was 
deep  and  permanent,  and  in  all  that  concerned  its 
material  prosperity  he  served  it  faithfully."  He  was 
active  in  the  support  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Society  building 
committee  in  1840.  In  the  midst  of  a  busy  life  he 
was  ever  ready  to  lead  in  all  movements  to  improve 
and  beautify  the  town,  and  was  a  leading  spirit  in 
making  Center  Square  Park,  and  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  movement  to  open  Riverside  Cem- 
etery, devoting  himself  to  complete  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  plan ;  he  was  also  chairman  of  the  Board 


of  Trustees,  and  delivered  the  address  at  its  dedica- 
tion. He  was  a  promoter  of  the  Xaugatuck  rail- 
road. Mr.  Kendrick  was  an  orator  of  e.xceptional 
power,  and  had  he  devoted  himself  to  public  life 
he  would  have  been  a  leader  in  legislative  bodies. 
Mr.  Kendrick  died  Aug.  26,  1873.  his  wife  having 
preceded. him  three  years,  dying  .\Iay  6.  1870.  Their 
children  were:  John,  Katherine  (Mrs.  Frederick 
G.  Wheeler)  and  Martha. 

Hon.  John  Kendrick,  son  of  Greene  and  Anna 
^L  (Leavenworth)  Kendrick,  was  born  May  27, 
1825,  near  Charlotte,  X.  C,  but  was  brought  by  his 
parents  when  four  years  of  age  to  Waterbury, 
Conn.  Prepared  for  college  at  the  school  of  Stiles 
French,  in  New  Haven,  he  entered  Yale  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1843.  Returning 
to  Waterbury,  he  was  for  a  time  assistant  teacher 
in  the  academy  there,  later  for  a  time  being  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Xew  York.  He  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  at  Waterbury  in  1845,  in  the 
office  of  X.  J.  Bull,  and  later  attended  the  Yale 
Law  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1847 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  opened  an  office  in 
Waterbury.  Like  many  another  gifted  son  of 
genius,  he  found  the  law  a  dry  study,  and  the  neces- 
sary confinement  to  his  office  was  peculiarly  irksome 
to  one  of  his  active  temperament;  moreover,  the 
road  to  income  and  fortune  was  much  easier  and 
shorter  in  those  early  days  of  manufacturing  in 
Waterbury  outside  of  a  law  office  than  in  it,  and 
so  after  a  year  or  so  he  became  a  manufacturer. 
Here  he  made  a  miistake  of  which  he  was  con- 
scious in  later  years,  and  so  some  two  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  returned  to  the  Bar  in  companv 
with  his  son  Greene,  in  whom  chiefly  he  had  gar- 
nered up  his  heart.  Had  he  been  faithful  to  the 
law  from  the  outset,  endowed  with  that  genial 
sunny  disposition,  that  lively  wit  and  playful  fancy, 
that  brilliant  intentive  and  comprehensive  intellect. 
and  that  remarkable  faculty  of  influencing  and 
gaining  over  his  fellow  men,  none  that  knew  him 
well  ever  doubted  that  greatness,  as  the  world  es- 
teems greatness,  would  have  been  ea&ily  achieved 
by  him. 

Mr.  Kendrick  was  repeatedly  honored  with  the 
votes  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1848  he  was  elected 
town  clerk.  He  was  first  chief  judge  of  the  city 
court  upon  its  organization  of  the  citv  government. 
He  was  three  times  mavor  of  Waterbury — 1864, 
1865  and  1S68.  He  was  in  the  Legislature  in  1869, 
and  in  187 1  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  Con- 
gress, but  was  unsuccessful  in  the  election  that  fol- 
lowed, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serving 
as  city  attorney.  From  1857  to  1S5Q  he  was  as- 
sistant editor  of  the  Xew  Haven  Register,  and  was 
once  a  defeated  candidate  for  probate  judge.  Both 
of  bis  defeats  referred  to  were  owing  to  strife  in 
the  ranks  of  his  own  party.  Mr.  Kendrick  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the  agents  of  the 
Bronson  Librarv  Fund,  and  a  member  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic State  Comnwttee,  -a  position  he  had  filled 
for  several  years.     For  upwards  of  thirty  years  Mr. 
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Kendrick  had  exercised  a  powerful  influence  in  the 
politics  of  Connecticut.  He  was  first  a  Whig  and 
afterward  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Kendrick  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  famous  Peace  Convention  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1866.  In  1869  he  received  an  appointment 
from  Gen.  Grant  as  special  bearer  of  the  treaties 
which  had  been  made  with  the  Belgian  government, 
and  spent  some  time  in  European  travel.  He  was 
a  classical  scholar  with  a  natural  capacity  for  lan- 
guages. 

Mr.  Kendrick  married  Marion  Marr,  and  their 
children  were:  (i)  John  Kendrick,  born  May  31, 
1850,  became  a  lawyer  by  profession  but  pursued 
a  business  career;  he  became  a  successful  inventor 
and  died  at  Dayton.  Ohio,  April  27,  1895.  (2) 
Greene  Kendrick  is  mentioned  farther  on. 

With  a  thorough  and  intimate  knowledge  from 
his  youth  of  the  greater  doctrines  of  our  religion, 
and  an  intellectual  belief  in  their  truth,  it  was  not 
until  the  beginning  of  his  last  illness  that  he  ad- 
dressed himself  in  earnest  to  the  work  of  prepara- 
tion for  the  great  change  which  he  thought  could 
not  be  far  distant.  Few  men  ever  more  readily  de- 
tected hypocrisy,  few  more  utterly  scorned  pharisa- 
ism,  and  so,  honest  with  himself  and  with  humanity, 
he  approached  his  God.  He  left  with  hJs  friends  a 
most  gratifying  and  consoling  evidence  that  he  died 
with  the  faith  and  hope  of  a  Christian.  His  death 
occurred  May  27,   1877. 

"In  a  city  as  large  as  Waterbury  when  a  man 
dies  the  wave  soon  passes  over  him  and  he  is 
seldom  in  men's  thoughts,  less  frequently  upon 
their  tongues ;  but  for  many  years  to  come  John 
Kendrick  will  be  spoken  of  with  many  a  kindly 
reminiscence.  The  poor  will  long  remember  that 
large  heart,  that  open  hand.  Few  men  ever  lived 
in  this  community  whose  virtues  men  so  kindly  ap- 
preciated, and  to  whose  failings  men  were  so  will- 
ingly a  little  blind." 

Hon.  Greene  Kexdrick.  son  of  John  'and 
Marion  (Marr)  Kendrick.  was  born  May  31.  1851, 
in  Waterbury,  Conn.  He  attended  school  at  Water- 
bury,  and  was  prepared  for  college  at  Round  Hill 
school  in  Northampton,  Mass.  He  was  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1872.  having  been 
the  Berkley  scholar  for  three  years.  After  his  grad- 
uation he  took  one  year  of  post-graduate  work,  then 
entered  the  Yale  Law  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1875,  having  taken  the  Jewell.  Ed- 
wards and  Roman  Law  prizes,  which  were  all  that 
were  offered  that  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  June  8,  1875,  and  began  practice  with  his  fa- 
ther, and  on  the  death  of  the  father  in  1877  he  was 
appointed  city  attorney  to  fill  out  the  father's  un- 
expired term.  From  1874  to  1879  ^^^-  Kendrick 
was  city  clerk,  and  auditor  of  State  from  1875  to 
1881.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion from  1875  to  1883;  represented  Waterbury  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  1876,  1877  and  1878;  and 
was  mayor  of  the  city  in  1882  and  1883.  In  1888 
Mr.  Kendrick  moved  to  New  York,  where  he  was 


admitted  to  the  Bar  of  that  city  and  became  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Finley  &  Kendrick.  He 
was  associate  counsel  with  the  late  Col.  Robert  G. 
Ingersoll  in  the  celebrated  contest  over  the  Hart 
will.     He  returned  to  Waterbury  in  1892. 

SAMUEL  HENRY  WOODRUFF  YALE,  late 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Meriden  Savingr- 
Bank,  was  a  member  of  the  well-known  family 
which  gave  its  name  to  New  Haven's  famous  col- 
lege. The  first  of  the  name  in  this  country  was 
Capt.  Thomas  Yale,  whose  history  is  fully  given  in 
the  genealogv'  of  Horace  Yale  elsewhere.  (II) 
Capt.  Thomas  Yale,  of  the  second  generation,  is 
also  described  in  the  same  article.  His  brother, 
Elihu  Yale,  made  a  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the 
Connecticut  Institute,  which  thereupon  adopted  his 
name  and  became  Yale  College. 

(III)  Capt.  Theophilus  Yale,  son  of  Capt. 
Thomas  (II ),  was  born  Nov.  13,  1675,  in  Walling- 
ford,  and  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
and  Anna  Street,  of  the  same  town.  He  was  a 
magistrate  from  1724  until  his  death,  Sept.  13,  1760, 
and  held  many  oftices,  civil  and  military.  His 
widow  died  at  the  home  of  their  son-in-law,  Joseph 
Hough,  Nov.  28,  1784,  aged  ninety-four  years. 
Their  children  were :  Elihu,  Ann,  Samuel,  Theo- 
philus; Sarah,  Catherine  and  Mary. 

(IV)  Samuel  Yale,  son  of  Capt.  Theophilus, 
was  born  Jan.  28,  171 1,  in  Wallingford,  and  was  a 
farmer  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  the  present 
site  of  Yalesville.  He  died  Oct.  6,  1754,  leaving  a 
large  estate.  On  March  11,  1736,  he  married  Sus- 
annah Abernethy,  of  Wallingford.  who  died  May 
30,  1770,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  Their 
children  were  :  Samuel,  Street.  Susannah  (who  mar- 
ried first  a  Parker,  second  a  Hamilton,  and  lived 
at  Egremont,  Mass.),  Charles,  Waitstill  and  Amasa. 

(V)  Of  the  life  of  Street  Yale,  son  of  Samuel, 
of  Wallingford,  little  is  known.  The  dates  of  his 
birth  and  death  cannot  be  found.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife,  Mary,  is  also  unknown.  She  sur- 
vived him,  and  passed  away  at  Eallston.  N.  Y. 
Their  children,  all  Dorn  in  Wallingford,  were : 
Samuel,  Reuben,  Ruth,  Charles  (died  in  infancy), 
Charles  and  Mary. 

(VI)  Samuel  Yale,  eldest  child  of  Street,  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1763,  in  Wallingford.  He  married 
(first)  Eunice  Paine,  of  Meriden,  and  (second) 
Mehetable  Rice,  of  Wallingford.  He  was  the  first 
manufacturer  in  Meriden,  commencing  the  produc- 
tion of  cut  nails  in  1791.  His  shop  was  a  small 
building  on  the  hill,  near  the  present  site  of  the 
Center  Congregational  Church,  and  there  he  and 
his  son  operated  a  nail  machine  by  hand,  heading 
each  nail  separately.  In  1794  he  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  pewter  buttons,  and  employed  sev- 
eral hands.  He  accumulated  a  handsome  estate. 
To  his  first  marriage  came  children  as  follows : 
William  was  born  March  17,  1784;  Roxana,  born  in 
1786,  married  Jonathan  Y.  Clark,  and  died  Sept. 
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26,  1828;  Samuel  was  born  April  4,  1787;  Charles, 
April  20,  1790;  Iva,  March  31,  1792;  Selden,  Feb.  j 
29,  1795;  Hiram,  born  March  27,  1709,  married  ! 
Rosetta  Robinson  April  6,  1821,  and  died  July  21, 
183 1.  His  widow  married  William  Carter,  of 
Wallingford.  The  children  of  the  second  wife 
were:  Maria,  born  Nov.  30,  1804,  married  E.  N. 
Howard;  and  Mehetable,  born  in  October,  1808; 
married  Thomas  Tyler — all  of  Meriden. 

(VH)  Samuel  Yale,  second  son  and  third  child 
of  Samuel,  was  born  April  4,  1787,  in  Wallingford, 
and  married  Laminta.  daughter  of  Jehiel  Clark,  of 
Meriden.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  manufacture  of  cut  nails  and,  later, 
pewter  buttons.  After  the  death  of  the  father 
the  sons  Samuel  and  Hiram  continued  the  business 
which  he  had  founded.  They  spent  several  years 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  the  tin  business.  Returning 
to  Meriden,  they  were  joined  by  their  brothers  Will- 
iam and  Charles  in  the  production  of  tin  and 
Britannia  ware.  Their  goods  were  distributed 
chiefly  by  peddlers.  Being  progressive  and  enter- 
prising, the  brothers  brought  skilled  artisans  from 
England  and  were  soon  foremost  in  the  Britannia 
trade,  furnishing  the  finest  tea  and  church  services 
and  similar  goods.  Charles  and  Hiram  Yale  re- 
moved to  Wallingford,  and  Samuel  remained  in 
Meriden  and  continued  the  tin  and  Britannia  busi- 
ness, having  a  shop  for  some  time  on  Liberty 
street,  later  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  East  Main 
streets.  He  retired  in  1858.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Yale  was  a  deputy  sheriff  several  years.  He  was 
made  a  director  of  the  Meriden  Bank  on  its  or- 
ganization, and  held  that  position  until  his  death. 
During  the  existence  of  the  Meriden  Academical 
Association  he  was  its  president  and  a  trustee.  It 
was  through  his  influence  that  the  first  Abolition 
meeting  in  Meriden  was  permitted  to  be  held  in 
the  school  house  near  his  horrJe  on  Broad  street.  In 
1850  he  built  what  was  known  as  the  Odd  Fellows' 
building,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Broad  Street 
Hall,  owned  by  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  in  1856  he  erected  the  brick  block  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  East  Main  and  Broad  streets.  Mr. 
Yale  died  March  12,  1864,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  and  his  widow  passed  away  one  year  later, 
in  her  seventy-ninth  year.  Their  children  were : 
Caroline,  born  July  3,  1813,  died  June  25,  1814; 
Henry  Clark,  born  Oct.  29,  1815,  died  April  15, 
1817;  Jane  Ann,  born  Dec.  20,  1820,  died  Nov.  20. 
1842;  Samuel  H.  was  born  July  30,  1822;  and 
Hiram  A.  was  born  Nov.  5,  1824. 

(VTII)  Samuel  H.  Yale,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
born  July  30,  1822,  and  reared  in  Meriden,  and 
was  early  associated  with  his  father  and  brother  in 
manufacturing  tin  and  Britannia  ware.  He  died 
April  18,  1846,  eighteen  years  previous  to  the  death 
of  his  father.  In  1843  he  married  Miss  Susan 
Woodruff,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  (Bristol) 
Woodruff,  of  Southington,  Conn.  His  widow  sur- 
vived  him  only   one   year,   passing  away   in    1847. 


The  subject  of  these  lines   was   the  only  child  of 
this  union. 

Samuel   Henry  Woodruff  Yale  was  born  April 
18,  1844.  in  Meriden.     By  the  untimely  death  of  his  ] 
parents  he  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  two  j 
years,   and   was   reared   by   his   grandparents.      He  1 
acquired   his   education   in   the   public   schools   and  ] 
academy   of   Meriden,   studied   Greek,   French   and  | 
German,  and  was  prepared  for  college.     Determin-  ■ 
ing  upon  a  business  career,  while  still  a  youth  he 
entered  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank  as  clerk,  grad- 
ually winning  promotion  until  he  became  secretary 
and  treasurer,  which  position  he  filled  thirteen  years 
or  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  2,   1890. 
His  remains  repose  in  the  beautiful  East  cemetery. 

From  early  youth  Samuel  H.  W.  Yale  was  a 
reader  and  close  student  of  men  and  aft'airs.  He 
rarelv  played  like  other  boys,  but  made  companions 
of  books.  Being  well  read,  he  was  an  excellent 
conversationalist,  and  his  large  library  afforded  au- 
thorities upon  every  subject  of  human  interest.-  His 
gentle  and  modest  character  endeared  him  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  political  prin- 
ciple he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  was  not  in  any 
sense  a  politician.  Of  domestic  tastes,  he  lived  a 
strictlv  temperate  life,  and  his  death  was  a  source 
of  regret  to  many  citizens  of  Meriden  beside  his 
immediate  relatives. 

On  July  26,  1876,  in  Meriden,  Mr.  Yale  married 
Cecelia  Ida  Saleski,  a  lady  of  great  business  ability. 
Three  children  came  to  this  union,  viz. :  Samuel 
S.,  a  very  intellectual  and  promising  youth,  who 
died  in  1895,  and  was  interred  in  East  cemetery; 
Cecelia  Maria  :  and  Ethel  Laminta.  The  daughters 
are  graduates  of  Kenwood  Sacred  Heart  Convent, 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  are  popular  in  Meriden  social 
circles.  Mrs.  Yale  has  carefully  conserved  and 
improved  the  estate  left  by  her  husband,  and  has 
built  several  houses  in  the  city.  Her  beautiful 
home,  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Wall  streets,  has 
been  remodeled  after  plans  of  her  own  and  is  one  of 
the  most  desirable  residences  in  Meriden. 

BENJAMIN  PAGE,  one  of  Meriden's  leading 
citizens  and  successful  men  of  affairs,  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  old  established  insurance  and  real- 
estate  firm  of  Page  &  Pardee.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  North  ISranford,  Conn..  Sept.  4.  1840.  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  E.  (  Merriam)  Page, 
and  a  brother  of  Rev.  Charles  Page,  of  North  Bran- 
ford,  and  of  John  M.  Page,  a  well-known  merchant 
of  Naugatuck.  in  whose  biographies  will  be  found 
the  family  genealogy. 

From  earlv  life  Benjamin  Page  showed  an  in- 
tellectual leaning,  his  anxiety  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion making  that  the  chief  business  of  his  life  until 
the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  was  first  engaged  as 
a  teacher.  Full  preparation  had  been  made  for  this 
profession.  Mr.  Page  having  been  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  supplemented  by  a  short  course  at 
the  New  Britain  State  Normal  School.     A  general 
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course  of  readinsf   further   stimulated   a  naturally 
quick  understanding. 

Finishing  his  first  school  term  in  Wallingford 
with  success,  he  followed  the  profession  in  East 
Haven  and  North  Branford.  and  for  a  term  of  four 
years  was  the  efficient  principal  of  the  South  Meri- 
den  school.  While  still  engaged  in  his  professional 
duties  he  established  an  insurance  business,  this  be- 
ing the  same  which  has  been  so  well  known  through 
the  county  and  State  for  the  past  thirty-six  years. 
From  a  small  beginning,  in  1865,  it  has  grown  in 
importance  until  now  it  covers  a  large  field  and 
ranks  with  the  best  in  this  part  of  Connecticut. 
Since  1802  the  firm  has  had  added  strength  through 
the  admission  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Pardee  as  a  partner, 
a  young  man  of  push  and  energy-,  who  is  fully  in 
accord  with  Mr.  Page  in  business  methods.  Mr. 
Page  has  done  an  extensive  business  in  the  settling 
up  of  estates  in  and  around  Meriden.  his  unques- 
tionable honesty,  experience  and  excellent  judgment 
making  him  a  very  reliable  and  prominent  man  in 
this  line  of  business. 

Mr.  Page  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  ability, 
possessing  a  strong  grasp  of  aftairs.  while  at  the 
same  time  employing  only  those  methods  which 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  public.  No  small  amount 
of  his  success  has  resulted  from  his  known  personal 
integrity.  He  came  to  Meriden  without  capital  or 
influential  friends  to  aid  him,  and  attained  success 
through  energy-,  industry  and  good  business  meth- 
ods. 

At  about  the  age  of  twenty-five  Mr.  Page  be- 
came identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
since  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  His 
services  were  recognized  in  1883  bv  an  election  to  a 
seat  in  the  city  council  as  alderman  from  the  Third 
ward,  which  office  he  held  by  re-election  for  a  period 
of  four  years,  the  last  two  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent pro  tern.  The  strict  performance  of  official 
duty,  without  fear  or  favor,  made  him  a  most  desir- 
able candidate  for  the  honorable  position  of  mayor, 
and  to  that  office  he  was  elected,  in  1889.  His  ad- 
ministration was  characterized  with  so  much  wis- 
dom and  such  a  general  improvement  along  munici- 
pal lines,  that  his  fellow-citizens  again  so  honored 
him,  in  1890.  and  after  serving  with  dignity,  useful- 
ness and  ability  for  two  years,  he  was  tendered  a 
third  nomination,  but  this  he  declined.  His  party, 
however,  did  not  permit  his  etirement  to  private 
life,  but  elected  him  to  represent  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  in  1894,  this  duty  being  performed  with 
the  same  scrupulous  honesty  which  has  character- 
ized all  his  official  life.  During  his  legislati^■e  term 
he  was  made  clerk  of  the  committee  on  Insurance, 
his  knowledge  of  the  subject  making  this  a  pe- 
culiarly wise  selection.  For  a  period  of  ten  years, 
Mr.  Page  filled  the  offices  of  city  and  town  collector, 
during  which  time  millions  of  the  public  funds 
passed  through  his  hands.  In  January,  iqo2,  he 
was  appointed  fire  commissioner  by  Mayor  Seeley. 
In  all  public  alTairs  and  at  city  functions,  Mr.  Paee 


is  in  great  demand  as  a  presiding  officer,  the 
ease  and  dignity  with  which  he  performs  the  duty 
reflecting  credit  both  on  him  and  his  city.  How- 
ever, although  forced  by  circumstances  into  public 
life,  Mr.  Page  is  domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  finds 
his  greatest  pleasure  in  his  own  home,  which  is  pre- 
sided over  by  his  most  estimable  wife. 

In   1864  Benjamin  Page  was  married  in  Xorth 
Branford,   to   Miss    Margaret    A.    Cook,    who   was 
born   in  Wallingford.  a  daughter  of  Leverett  and 
Thankful  (Stevens)  Cook.     Mrs.  Page  is  a  worthy 
descendant  of  an  old  Wallingford  family  of  prom- 
inence.   The  only  child  born  to  this  marriage  is  Jen- 
nie A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  W.  Kilbourne. 
of    Springfield.    Massachusetts.      Fratemallv    Mr. 
Page  has  long  been  an  active  member  of  Meridian 
Lodge,  No.  7J,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Pacific  Lodge, 
No.  87.  I.  O.  O.  F.     Both  he  and  his  wife  are  de- 
voted members  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  warden  and 
vestryman,  devoting  time  and  means  to  the  support 
and  extension  of  the  influences  of  this  church.   \'ery 
charitable,  he  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
I  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  city,  materially  as- 
I   sisting  when   it  has  been  within  his  power.      Mr. 
j   Page  is  a  director  in  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank, 
president  of  the  Curtis  Home,  and  a  dfrector  in  the 
I  Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Companv  of  Middle- 
I  town.     It  is  not  too  much  to  say  of  Benjamin  Page 
I  that,  as  he  has  been  shown  wise  in  counsel,  few  men 
have  been  proved  more  scrupulously  faithful  in  at- 
1   tending  to  the  duties  of  public  office. 

i        JAMES   TOLLES,  teller  of  the   New  Haven 
County  National   Bank,   New   Haven,   is   a  repre- 
\  sentative  of  one  of    the   oldest    families   of   West 
1  Haven,  and  was  bom  there  July  8,  1848.  in  a  house 
j  near  his  present   residence.     The  house   was  built 
]  before  1800  by  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Dann  Tolles, 
1  a  sea  captain,  who  was  a  native  of  West  Haven. 
I  and  passed   his   time  there   when  on   shore.     This 
j  v.-orthy  citizen  died  in  1833,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 
i  His  (second)  wife,  Lucy  (Smith),  was  a  daughter 
j  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  also  a  native  of  West  Haven. 
I  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  lived  to 
j  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  dying  in  1844. 
I        James  Tolles,  our  subject's  father,  was  bom  in 
!  iSio,  in  the  house  mentioned  above,  and  was  reared 
j  upon  a  farm,  the  property  belonging  to  his  father. 
He  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  in  all  its  details, 
of  Newton  Stevens,  and.  the  order  trade  being  a 
profitable  one,  followed  same  for  some  years  in  West 
I  Haven,  and  for  one  winter  in  the  South.     Later  he 
retired  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  in  1868. 
aged  fifty-eight.     In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
j  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  were  devout  members 
I  of  the  Congregational  Church.     James  Tolles  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  A.  Stevens,  a  member  of  an  old  fam- 
ily of  this  section,  daughter  of  Newton  and  Polly 
Stevens ;  the  latter  belonged  to  the  well-known  Rey- 
I  nolds  family  of  this  county.    Our  subject's  mother 
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died  aged  eighty-two.  Of  three  children,  our  sub- 
ject James,  who  was  the  youngest,  is  now  the  only 
one  living;  Arabella  married  Joseph  Ridley;  Jessie 
died  in  infancy. 

James  Tolles  sp>ent  much  of  his  early  life  at  the 
homestead,  and  after  completing  a  district-school 
course  attended  the  Smith  School,  at  Xew  Haven, 
Brown's  Boarding  School,  in  West  Haven,  and  the 
Stevens  &  Wells  Business  College,  in  'New  Haven. 
In  1866,  on  leaving  the  last  named  institution,  he 
entered  the  Xew  Haven  County  National  Bank  a? 
clerk,  and  was  soon  promoted  to  the  post  of  book- 
keeper, which  he  held  twenty  years.  In  18S8  he  be- 
came teller.  At  present  he  is  the  second  oldest  offi- 
cial in  the  bank.  In  1871  Mr.  Tolles  built  his  present 
residence,  at  No.  227  Elm  street,  West  Haven,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  place.  He  is  a  deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  has  been  very  active  in  reli- 
gious ciftairs,  while  his  children  are  equally  zealous 
in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school  and  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Society.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  has  been 
shown  by  many  years  of  service  on  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation, part  of  the  time  as  clerk  and  treasurer; 
he  is  now  treasurer  of  the  West  Haven  school. 
Having  passed  his  entire  life  at  West  Haven,  he 
has  seen  much  of  the  development  of  the  place,  the 
bridge  and  the  horse  railroad  being  among  the 
notable  improvements. 

On  Sept.  2J,  1871,  Mr.  Tolles  married  Miss  Ida 
Louise  Pardee,  and  of  their  seven  children  six  are 
living,  as  follows:  Katherine,  wife  of  George  Leete 
Peck ;  Harry  C,  a  graduate  of  the  West  Haven 
schools,  now  in  the  employ  of  Stoddard,  Gilbert  & 
Co. ;  Jessie  L.,  wife  of  Edward  G.  W.  Gilbert,  owner 
of  the  Imperial  Laundry,  New  Haven ;  James  M., 
with  Stoddard,  Gilbert  &  Co. ;  Isabelle  S. ;  and  Ray- 
mond Pardee.  Mrs.  Tolles  was  born  in  Allingtown, 
daughter  of  Silas  Pardee,  a  joiner  and  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  citizen 
of  that  locality.  He  died  in  March,  1901,  and  his 
wife,  Catherine  (Beardsley),  died  aged  fifty-nine 
years.  Mrs.  Tolles  is  the  younger  of  two  children ; 
her  sister  Isabelle  is  now  the  wife  of  John  E.  War- 
ner, of  Hamden. 

WILLIAIM  M.  KING.  Among  the  business 
lines  which  have  continued  to  prosper  through  a 
long  period  in  the  city  of  New  Haven  is  the  mak- 
ing of  sails,  and  one  of  the  well-known  manufact- 
urers in  this  business  is  William  M.  King,  located 
at  No.  205  Long  Wharf,  New  Haven.  For  old 
residents  of  this  city,  a  removal  of  this  business 
house  would  be  regretted — so  long  has  it  been  a 
feature  of  the  wharf — and  no  one  could  fill  the 
place  of  its  founder,  William  M.   King. 

Mr.  King  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Jan.  27.  1836,  a  son  of  James  Madison  and  Mary 
King,  of  that  city.  Father  King  was  a  sailmaker, 
and   he  established   himself  in  business  at  a  con- 


venient point  at  Grccnport,  L.  I.,  moving  later  to 
P'air  Haven  and  then  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
died.  His  two  children  were  botfi  boys,  William 
M.  and  John,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  nine 
years. 

William  M.  King  was  reared  at  Greenport,  L. 
I.,  and  there  learned  the  sailmaking  trade  of  his 
father,  and  he  accompanied  him  when  he  came  to 
Connecticut.  In  1859  Mr.  King  associated  with  him 
Cornelius  J.  Van  Name,  and  they  embarked  in  the 
business  of  manufacturing  sails,  awnings,  tents  and 
flags,  keeping  a  supply  of  tents  and  canopies  to  rent, 
paying  liberal  prices  for  old  sails  which  had  out- 
lived their  usefulness  in  battles  with  wind  and  water 
and  for  thirty-one  years  these  friends  carried  on  a 
successful  and  lucrative  business.  In  189 1  this  part- 
nership was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Mr.  \'an 
Name,  and  since  that  date  it  has  been  continued 
by  Air.  King,  at  the  old  stand  on  Long  Wharf.  Em- 
ployment is  given  to  about  eight  men,  and  it  con- 
tinues  one  of  the  leaders   in   its   line  in  this  city. 

On  IMarch  11,  1856,  Air.  King  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Benedict,  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Abigail  R.  Benedict,  of 
New  Haven,  and  the  two  children  of  this  marriage 
were :  Nellie  and  George.  The  family  religious 
connection  is  with  the  East  Pearl  street  Al.  E. 
Church,  in  which  they  are  highly  esteemed.  In 
politics  Air.  King  calls  himself  an  Independent  Re- 
publican, using  his  own  judgment  in  some  cam- 
paigns, irrespective  of  party  ties.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  Master  Alason,  belonging  to  Adelphi  Lodge,  No. 
63,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  New  Haven  Commandery, 
No.  2,  Ivnights  Templar,  and  he  also  is  connected 
with  the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


SAMUEL  BLAKESLEE,  the  founder  of  one 
branch  of  the  family,  came  with  his  brother  John 
from  England  to  Boston  about  1636.  He  removed 
to  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  later  to  New  Haven.  His 
name  first  appears  in  New  Haven  in  1646,  and  there 
he  married  Hannah  Potter,  Dec.  3,  1650.  He  died 
in  1672.  The  following  "notes  of  Col.  Samuel 
Blakeslee"  appear:  "In  the  early  settlement  of 
America  there  was  two  men  and  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Samuel  and  John  Blakeslee.  both  black- 
smiths by  occupation,  left  England  with  their  anvil, 
vise,  hammers,  tongs  and  other  necessary  tools 
fitted  to  their  occupation,  and  landed  at  Boston  in 
Massachusetts,  and  purchased  what  was  and  is_  since 
called  Boston  Neck — a  poor  barren  strip  of  land 
which  joins  the  peninsula  of  the  town  of  Boston  to 
the  main  land;  here  they  lived  a  few  years  with  I 
their  families  and  labored  at  blacksmithing  for  their 
support.  But  the  then  village  of  Boston  was  poor 
and  the  narrow  neck  which  they  had  purchased  was 
incapable  of  attording  nuich  for  the  subsistence  of 
their  families.  These  two  brothers,  being  stout, 
robust,  enterprising  men,  agreed  to  seek  an  inhcr- 
i  itance.  They  rose  with  their  families,  left  Boston 
j  and  proceeded  by  the  sea  shore  to  New  Haven  ;n 
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Connecticut.  They  did  not  dispose  of  their  land; 
time  passed  and  they  died,  and  it  was  never  dis- 
posed of.  Samuel  bought  land  in  Xew  Haven  and 
settled  witii  his  family,  but  his  brother  John  went 
to  the  western  part  of  the  State  to  what  is  now 
Woodbury  or  Roxbury."  This  account  he  had  from 
bis  father  and  other  older  men ;  one  was  Tillerson- 
Blakeslee,  a  descendant  of  John,  who  settled  at 
Woodbury  or  Roxbury.  He  removed  to  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  was  for  several  years  the  sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  army.  He 
lived  to  be  a  very  old  man,  but  retained  a  firm 
constitution  and  a  strong  mind.  The  children  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Potter)  Blakeslee  were  as 
follows:  John,  born  at  Guilford  in  1651  ;  Mary,  at 
New  Haven,  Nov.  2,  1659;  Ebenezer,  at  New  Ha- 
ven, July  17,  1664;  Hannah,  May  22,  1666;  Jona- 
than, March  3,  1668,  died  young;  Jonathan,  April 
1672,  died  in  infancy.  The  line  of  descent  from 
this  ancestor  is  through  Ebenezer,  as  follows: 

(H)  Ebenezer  Blakeslee,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  (Potter)  Blakeslee,  was  bom  at  New  Ha- 
ven July  17,  1664,  and  was  one  of  the  earlier  set- 
tlers of  North  Haven.  In  his  house  the  Presby- 
terians held  their  religious  services  until  a  church 
was  established,  and  later  on  the  Episcopalians  'held 
their  services  at  his  house.  Tradition  says  that 
"the  early  Blakeslees  were  Episcopalians."  His 
children  were  Ebenezer  and  Hannah,  bom  Feb.  4, 
1685;  Susannah,  born  May  21.  1689;  Grace,  born 
Jan.  I,  1693-94.  who  married  Ebenezer  Humaston, 
Oct.  13,  1718;  Abraham,  born  Dec.  15,  1695,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Cooper,  March  15,  1721-22:  Sam- 
uel, born  about  1697;  Thomas,  bom  in  1700,  who 
removed  to  Plymouth  in  1721,  and  married  Mary 
Scott,  of  Sunderland,  Mass. :  and  Isaac,  born  July 
21,  1703,  who  married  Mary  Frost  May  31,  1733. 

(III)  Samuel  Blakeslee,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born 
about  1697,  m.arried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Hannah  (Cornwall)  Doolittle,  bom  Oct.  15, 
1700.  He  was  buried  Sept.  5,  1761,  aged  sixty-four. 
His  wife  died  April  i,  1772.  In  1720  he  bought 
land  in  Wallingford,  at  North  Farms,  which  has 
since  been  held  in  the  Blakeslee  name.  Walling- 
ford land  records  show  a  deed  from  Ebenezer 
Blakeslee  to  his  son  Samuel  "for  loving  affection 
and  good  will." 

(IV)  Joseph  Blakeslee,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Doolittie)  Blakeslee,  bom  in  Wallingford 
April  I,  1732,  married  April  i.  1756,  Lois  Ives, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (  Hart)  Ives,  bom 
Jan.  9,  1737.  He  lived  and  died  in  Wallingford,  on 
his  father's  homestead,  passing  away  aged  seventy- 
two  years;  Mrs.  Blakeslee  died  May  16,  1795.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  mason,  a  Congregationalist  in  re- 
ligion, and  a  Federalist  in  politics.  He  was  a  non- 
commissioned officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
and  he  and  Charles  Ives  hired  Benajah  Hall  to 
serve  in  the  Revolutionary  war  three  years,  under 
an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  that  any  two  men 
hiring  one  man  for  the  service  were  exempt  during 


the  time  of  service.     Joseph  Blakeslee  was  at  this 
time  about  forty-five  years  old.     He  had  a  large 
family  and  one  son  in  the  service.     Children:     (i) 
Samuel,  born  Nov.  23.  1759,  married  Dec.  20,  1780, 
Phebe  Curtis,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Hart 
Curtis.    He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlist- 
ing in  his  seventeenth  year,  in  July,  1776,  and  served 
until  his  time  e.xpired,  in   1780;  he  also  served  in 
the  war  of  "1812,   as   colonel  of  a  volunteer   regi- 
ment.    (2)   Lois,  born  Jan.  9,   1762,  married  May 
i  7,    1780,    Nathaniel    .Andrews.      (3)    Joseph,    born 
I  March   11,   1767  married   M«ry  Andrews,  sister  of 
j   Nathaniel,  and  lived  and  died  in  Wallingford.    (4) 
I  John  Webb,  born  March  11,  1769,  married  Nov.  12, 
:   1792,  Ruth  Ives,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah 
j   (Butler)  Ives.     (5)  Thankful,  born  May  16,  1771, 
j  married  (first)   Nov.  4,  1790,  Jonathan  Moss,  and 
j    (second)   Nathaniel  Andrews.     She  lived  and  died 
in   Wallingford.      (6)    \'incy,   born  July  29,    1775, 
married  April  7,    1796,   Rev.   Samuel   Miller.      He 
died  Nov.  14,  1829.    She  lived  and  died  in  Walling- 
ford.    (7)  Asahel,  born  July  8.  1778.  married  July 
j  8,  1800,  Hannah  Maltoon,  daughter  of  Caleb ;  they 
I  removed    to   Atwater,    Ohio.      ( 8 )    Asenath,    born 
I  Aug.   17,  1781,  died  in  her  eighteenth  year. 
!  (V)  John  W.  Blakeslee.  born  March   11,  1769, 

I  married  Nov.    12,    1792,   Ruth   Ives,  bom  Jan.   26, 
I   1772,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (  Butler)  Ives. 
i  He  died  Nov.  5,  1825,  his  wife  Nov.  25,  1838.    They 
I  lived  and  died  in  Wallingford,  near  the  Blakeslee 
i  homestead.    Both  were  Baptists,  lived  worthy  Chris- 
I  tian  lives,  and  their  children  call  them  blessed.    They 
!  were  a  famdly  of  singers,  the  father  a  leader  of  the 
;  church  choir,  and  had  a  good  choir  in  their  nine 
i  children  who  grew  to  maturity,  namely :     (  i )   Idu- 
\  mea,  bom  in  June,   1793,  died  on  the  eighth  day. 
I   (2)  Lovicy,  born  June  27,  1794.  married  March  8, 
!  1813  Aaron  Chatterton,  and  lived  in  Hamden,  Conn., 
until  his  death,  in  June,  1842.     She  died  in  Wall- 
ingford, Feb.  8,   1849.     (3)   Rachel,  born  June  24. 
1796,  married  Elihu  Ives,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Francis)    Ives,  born  Oct.  8,   1787.  died  Sept.    15, 
1864.    She  died  Dec.  24,  1885.    Their  children  were 
all   bom  in    Wallingford.      They   removed   to   Illi- 
nois in  1838,  and  in  1840  to  Marion,  Iowa,  where 
they   lived   and   died.      (4)    Laura,   bom   June  2j, 
1798,  married  William  Hill.     She  died  March  23. 
1838.  in  Wallingford.     (5)   Obed.  born  March  10, 
1800,  married  Sarah  Moss,  daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Sarah    (Francis)    Moss,   and   removed   to   Marion, 
Iowa,  about   1840.     He  died  Oct.  8,    1845.  she  in 
1899,  in  Iowa.     (6)  Lois,  born  Feb.  17^1802.  mar- 
ried  Harlev   Francis,   son   of    Jacob   and    Content . 
(  Hall)   Francis,  and  removed  to  York,  Livingston 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  and  she  died  April 
24.    1862.     He  died   while  on  a  visit  in  Walling- 
ford, Aug.  8.  1880.     (7)  Emily,  bom  Jan.  21.  1806. 
married  March  30.  1831.  William,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Content  (Hall)   Francis.     She  died  in  Wallingford 
.Aug.  28,   1839.  and  he  died  there  .April   14,   1879. 
(8)    Silas,  born  Sept.   13,   1808,  married  Jan.   17, 
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1832,  Esther,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Betsey  (Peck) 
Buel.     (9)  Ann,  born  Sept.  24,  1810,  married  Nor-   I 
ris  Cone,  born  Dec.  22,  1808.  died  Aug-.   18,   1885.    i 
She  died  Nov.  18,  1883.     In  1840  they  removed  to 
Marion,   Iowa,   where   they   Uved  and   died.      (10}    ! 
OHver,  bom  July  22,  181 5,  married  Harriet,  dauc^h- 
ter  of  John  and  Betsey  (Hall)  Warner,  bom  March 
15,   1822.     He  died   Dec.   15,   1895,  she  in  March,    j 
1900.     They  lived  most  of  their  lives   in  Meriden  ' 
and  New  Haven,  but  died  in  Durham,  Conn.    They   j 
had  one  son,  Oliver,  who  died  a  young  lad.  j 

(VI)    Silas  Blakeslee,  son  of  John  Webb  and  j 
Ruth   (Ives)    Blakeslee,  bom  in  Wallingford  Sept. 
13,   1808,  married  Jan.   17,   1832,  Esther,  daughter   \ 
of  Robert  and  Betsey   (Peck)   Buel,  born  Nov.  20,   i 
1808.     They  lived  and  died  in  Wallingford,  on  the   j 
Blakeslee  homestead.    He  passed  away  June  6^  1893,   1 
she  on  April   17,   1889,  and  they  are  buried  in   In 
Memoriam  cemetery.  Children:  (i)  Loi;,  born  Jan. 
24,  1833,,  married  Oct.  14,  i860,  Seth  J.  Hall,  son 
of  Sylvester  and  Rosetta  (Johnson)  Hall,  born  Sept. 
4,   1829,  in   Middletown,   Westfield   Society.     Lois 
was  baptized  by  Rev.  Chas.  Keyser  Dec.  21,  1851, 
and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Wallingford. 
They  removed  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  in  January,  1861.    i 
(2)    Ruth  Ann,  bom  Oct.  31,   1836,  married  Oct.   1 
4,   1856,  Elijah  James  Hough,   son  of  James   and   ] 
Alary  Tyler  (Ricej  Hough,  bom  July  28,  1829,  in   i 
Wallingford.     (3)  John  Webb,  born  Oct.  22.  1840,  j 
married  Oct.  22,  1861,  Emerett  Atwater,  of  Chesh-  j 
ire,  born    Dec.    5,   1840.       They    resided    on    the  i 
Blakeslee   homestead  until  the   fall  of   1900,   when   | 
they  removed  to  the  borough  of  Wallingford.     (4)    I 
James  Ellis,  born  Feb.  13,  1843,  died  July  17,  1847.   j 

WILLIAM  E.  WELD,  Jr.,  a  leading  citizen  of  ' 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  : 
of  The  Boston  Buckboard  &  Carriage  Co.,  of  this  ' 
city,  is  a  native  son  of  the  State,  born  in  Guilford, 
Aug.  23,  1843.     The  early  records  of  the  family  tell 
of  two  brothers  who  came  in  early  days  to  New  , 
England  from  the  old  England,  and  settled  in  Bos-  ' 
ton,  Mass.,  but  as  far  back  as  Grandfather  George  ^ 
Weld,  all  the  family  life  has  centered  in  historic 
Guilford,  a  little  town  which  has  been  the  mother  i 
of  many  noted  and  successful  men.  ! 

William  E.  Weld,  the  father  of  William  E.,  of  > 
New  Haven,  was  born  in  Guilford  in  1814,  and  still  , 
resides  there.  He  was  a  prominent  carpenter  and 
builder  in  Guilford,  helping  to  build  the  hamlet 
into  a  large  village  through  his  business  efforts.  All 
his  life  a  Democrat,  he  has  upheld  those  principles, 
and  for  a  long  period  was  a  selectman.  He  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His 
wife  was  in  her  maidenhood,  Mvrtie  Holcomb,  of 
Gudford,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Me'dad  Holcomb.  who 
was  a  native  of  Guilford  also  of  French  extraction. 
Mrs.  Weld  still  survives;  she  has  had  a  family  of 
three  children:  Jennie  C,  who  is  now  a  widow,  re- 
sidmg  in  Guilford;  Julia,  who  died  in  childhood; 
and  William  E.,  Jr. 


William  E.  Weld,  Jr.,  passed  his  youth  in 
Guilford  and  in  preparation  for  Yale  College,  at- 
tended Guilford  Institute.  In  1863,  he  came  to  New 
Haven,  becoming  bookkeeper  for  the  tirm  of  Wilcox 
&  Hall,  dry  goods  merchants,  and  remained  with 
this  house  for  four  years,  ,<roing  then  into  the  Trades- 
man's National  Bank,  where  his  health  broke  down. 
The  succeeding  year  was  spent  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
in  rest,  and  upon  his  return  to  this  citv,  he  entered 
the  tirm  of  E.  G.  Stoddard  &  Co.,  wholesale  gro- 
cers, as  bookkeeper,  remaining  with  them  in  this 
capacity  through  the  following  four  years. 

On  Feb.  15  1871,  Mr.  Weld  was  married  to  Imo- 
gene  A.  Dorman.  of  New  Haven,  a  daughter  of 
Royal  O.  Dorman,  of  this  city  who  for  a  number  of 
years  was  a  large  and  successful  carriage  manufac- 
turer. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Weld  became  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Dorman  in  the  carriage  business, 
remaining  thus  connected  for  five  vears.  In  1879 
he  became  office  man  of  The  Boston' Buckboard  Co., 
and  settled  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  the  affairs 
of  that  company,  when  it  went  out  of  business  in 
1885.  When  a  new  company  was  formed  the  pres- 
ent style  was  adopted.  The  Boston  Buckboard  & 
Carriage  Co.,  and  Mr.  Weld  was  made  secretarv  and 
treasurer  and  also  general  manager  of  the  commo- 
dious offices  located  at  Nos.  155  to  163  East  street, 
New  Haven. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Weld  is  a  Republican,  while  so- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  he  was  formerlv  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Haven  Grays.  He  is  an  attendant 
and  consistent  member  of  Dwight  Place  Church,  and 
has  always  been  a  contributor  toward  its  charities 
and  missions. 

Since  taking  such  a  prominent  part  in  the  busi- 
ness worid,  Mr.  Weld  has  demonstrated  his  abilitv, 
and  has  surprised  even  his  friends  by  the  intelligent 
grasp  of  affairs,  his  excellent  judgment  and  far- 
sighted  plans.  Mr.  Weld  has  always  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  fostering  and  developing  trade  conditions 
in  his  city  and  the  personal  attention  which  he  gives 
to  his  own  line  shows  that  he  means  to  keep  it  a 
leading  one. 

JOHN  N.  Hx\WKINS  (deceased)  was  a  prom- 
inent representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Oxford,  New  Haven  county,  in  which  town  he  was 
born  Alay  4,  1836.  He  acquired  his  education  in  its 
common  schools.  On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  he  engaged  in  railroading  for  one 
summer,  and  then  went  to  Newtown.  Conn.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  the  rubber  works  a  few  months 
prior  to  opening  of  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Hawkins  enlisted  Sept.  7.  1861,  for  three 
years,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  G,  7th  Conn. 
\'.  I.,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice at  New  Haven.  After  drilling  for  some  time 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Annapolis,  Md..  and  later  joined  Sherman's  army, 
their    first     engagement     being    at     Hilton     Head, 


320 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


which  was  followed  by  the  battles  of  James  Island 
and  Drury's  Bluff.  They  were  all  throiii^jh  the  sie^e 
of  Petersburg,  and  wnile  there  our  subject's  term  of 
enlistment  expired,  and  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, Sept.  17,  1S64.  Returning  to  Oxford  he 
continued  to  engage  in  farming  there  with  marked 
success  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  i,  1901, 
when  he  was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  the  farm  which  he  ever  after  occupied, 
consisting  of  120  acres  of  well  improved  and  valu- 
able land,  under  a  nigh  state  of  cultivation.  He 
also  owned  forty  acres  elsewhere,  and  carried  on 
general  farming  and  the  dairy  business. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married,  Aug.  28,  1S66,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Worster,  of  Oxford.  Our  subject  was 
an  honored  member  of  Upson  Post.  Xo.  40,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Seymour.  In  his  political  afliliations  he  was 
an  ardent  Republican.  He  was  well  known  and 
highly  respected,  and  his  widow  is  equally  esteemed 
among  their  neighbors  and  many  friends.  Mr. 
Hawkins  left  no  children  of  his  own,  but  an  adopted 
daughter,  Bessie  L.,  bears  his  name. 

BURTON  G.  BRYAN  was  born  in  Watertown, 
Conn.,  Sept.  27,  1846,  a  son  of  Edward  Bryan,  and 
traces  his  ancestry  for  generations  through  an  hon- 
orable line  on  both  eastern  and  western  shores  of 
the  Atlantic.  As  far  back  as  1277  lands  were  held 
in  the  parish  of  Bukhamough  by  William  and  Rob- 
ert Brian.  Roger  Bryan  was  a  Knight  of  the 
Shire,  in  Hertfordshire,  at  the  23d  and  25th  Parlia- 
ment in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  The  line  in  which 
wc  are  more  directly  interested  is  traced  unbroken 
to  Thomas  Bryan,  of  the  parish  of  Aylesbury,  Buck- 
inghamshire, England.  He  was  born  about  1575 
and  had  a  son,  Alexander,  born  in  1602.  Alexander 
had  a  son,  Richard,  born  in  England,  whom  he 
brought  with  him  to  America  in  1639.  They  settled 
in  Milford,  Conn.,  and  in  the  patent  of  ^lilford 
from  the  General  Court,  dated  ]May  25.  1685,  Rich- 
ard Bryan  was  named  second  of  seven  persons.  Gov. 
Robert  Treat  being  the  first  named.  They  were 
both  prominently  identified  with  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  town  and  both  were  wealthy  men. 
Alexander  Bryan,  the  father  of  Richard,  left  Mil- 
ford  and  moved  to  Meriden,  finally  locating  in  Wat- 
ertown. 

Roderick  Bryan,  grandfather  of  Burton  G.,  was 
born  in  Watertown  in  the  same  house  in  which  his 
son  and  grandson  have  lived.  He  married  Orril 
Blakeslee.  of  Thomaston,  Conn.,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  in  Watertown,  where  they  reared  two  chil- 
dren, Edward,  the  father  of  Burton  G. ;  and  Eme- 
line,  who  married  Henry  Smith,  of  Watertown, 
and  is  now  deceased. 

Edward  Bryan  was  born  in  Watertown  Feb.  24, 
'•■^ig,  and  still  resides  there  on  a  farm.  He  married 
Mary  Turney.  who  was  born  in  Newtown,  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  Turney,  of  an  old  Connecticut  family 
of  English  extraction.  Mrs.  Mary  Bryan  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Watertown  at  the  age  of  seventv-nine  vears. 


I  Mr.   Bryan  is  a  Republican,  but  in  early  life  was 

I  a  Whit^,  as  was  his  father  before  him.     In  religion 

'  they  are  Methodists. 

Burton  G.  Bryan  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  on  the  farm  in  Watertown  and  grew  to  man- 
hood under  his  parents'  roof.  When  he  was  eight- 
een years  of  age  he  went  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.. 

I  to  attend  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  and 
when  he  was  nineteen  he  began  teaching  school, 
having  charge  of  the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion School  at  Norfolk,  Va.     He  taught  the  writing 

I  Classes  and  had  the  general  management  of  the 
institution.      On    Feb.    19,    1867,    Mr.    Bryan   came 

!  to  Waterbury  and  began  bookkeeping  for  A.  F.  Ab- 

I  bott,  the  real-estate,  insurance  and  investment 
dealer  of  this  city.  With  the  exception  of  five  vears 
he  was  with  that  house  until  1880,  when  he  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Manufacturers'  National 
Bank,  of  which  he  served  as  teller  for  seven  vears. 
In  June,  1887,  :\Ir.  Bryan  organized  the  Fourth 
National   Bank,   which  began   business   in   August, 

j  1887;     As  cashier  of  that  bank  he  has  rendered  a 

I  valuable  service  to  the  commercial  classes  of  this 
city  in  building  up  a  first  class  institution  for  their 
accommodation.     In  November,  1899.  he  was  matle 

■  president  of  the  bank.  In  addition  to  his  position 
in  the  National  Bank  he  is  also  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  West  Side  Savings  Bank. 

On  April  14,  1868,  Mr.  Bryan  married  Fannie 
K.  Peck,  at  Watertown.  Conn.  Mrs.  Bryan  is  the 
daughter  of  Leman  O.  Peck,  who  was  bom  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Watertown.  One  child,  Wilbur 
P.,  has  been  born  of  this  union  :  he  is  cashier  of 
the  Fourth  National  Bank  and  lives  at  home.  Mr. 
Bryan  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  was  town 
treasurer  for  two  terms,  and.  although  this  is  re- 
garded as  a  Democratic  town,  clerk  of  the  council 
two  years.  Mr.  Bryan  belongs  to  Continental 
Lodge,  No.  75,  F.  &  A.  ]M..  and  in  Masonry  has 
reached  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  Tovvnsend  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  has  been  the  Grand  Treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Council  of  this  State  since  its  organi- 
zation.    He  and  his   family  belong  to  the  Second 

'  Congregational  Church. 

I  MORSE.  For  two  hundred  and  fifty  and  more 
years  the  posterity  of  John  Morse,  or  ^Io5s.  have 
dwelt  in  Connecticut.  Of  those  of  whom  we  par- 
ticularly write  are  the  family  of  the  late  Joseph 
Morse,  a  former  prominent  and  wealthy  citizen  of 
Meriden. 

The  late  Joseph  Morse,  whose  death  occurred 
at  his  home  in  Meriden,  Oct.  16,  1897,  was  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Moss,  or  Morse,  one 
of  the  founders  of  New  Haven  and  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  John 
(2),  John  (3)  and  Levi,  Benajah  and  Harley. 

(I)  John  Moss,  born  in  England  about  i6ro. 
came  early  to  New  England,  was  at  New  Haven. 
Conn.,  in  1639,  and  was  one  of  its  founders.  He  was 
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one  of  the  foremost  to  undertake  the  settlement  of 
WalHngford,  Conn.,  in  .March,  10C9,  but  resided  at 
New  Haven  until  1670,  when  he  joined  the  new 
colony.  His  name  was  associated  with  nearly  all 
the  leading  measures  of  that  village  and  settlement 
for  a  series  of  years.     He  was  a  godly  Puritan. 

(H)  John  Moss  (2j,  son  of  John  .\loss,  born  in 
1650,  married  in  1677,  Martha  Lathrop,  and  re- 
sided at  Xew  Haven  and  Wallingford.  He  died 
I^Iarch  31,  1717. 

(HI)  John  Moss  (3),  son  of  John  Moss  (2), 
born  Nov.  10,  1682,  married  in  170S  Elizabeth  Hall. 
He  resided  in  Wallingford,  and  died  ^lay  14,  1755. 

(IV)  Levi  Moss,  son  of  John  Moss  (3),  born 
in  1722,  married  Jan.  19,  1743,  Martha  Fenn.  He 
resided  in  Wallingford. 

(V)  Capt.  Benajah  Moss,  son  of  Levi  Moss, 
born  Jan.  11,  1763,  married  Lois  Hall,  daughter  of 
David  Hall,  and  his  children  were  :  Olive,  Elkanah, 
Harley,  Hermon,  Benajah,  Delila,  James,  Benajah 
(2),  Ira,  Emery,  William,  Eldridge  and  Franklin. 
When  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  was  drafted  into 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  but  his  father  hired 
as  a  substitute  for  S300  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Fenn.  When  the  war  of  1812  opened,  however, 
Benajah  INIorse  ottered  his  services,  and  held  the 
rank  of  captain.  He  served  along  the  Connecticut 
coast.  His  home  was  at  Wallingford,  where  hds 
death  occurred  July  12,  1841. 

(VI)  Harley  AIoss,  son  of  Benajah  Moss,  bom 
March  29,  1792,  married  May  9,  1821,  Harriet 
Moss,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1848.  He  resided  in  Wall- 
ingford. His  children  were :  David  H.,  Lois  H., 
Louisa  A.,  Joseph,  Harley,  Emery  and  Andrew. 
Harriet  (Moss)  Moss  was  a  daughter  of  Philo  and 
Rachel  (\\'ebster)  INIoss,  and  was  bom  July  i,  1803. 

Philo  Moss  was  born  April  8,  1770,  a  son  of 
Amos  Moss  and  his  second  wife,  Esther  Andrews, 
of  Litchfield.  He  left  an  estate  valued  at  $40,000, 
and  was  the  first  man  to  sell  a  yoke  of  oxen  for 
$100  in  that  county.  His  marriage  to  Rachel  Web- 
ster occurred  April  24,  1794. 

Amos  Moss,  father  of  Philo.  was  a  son  of  Levi 
Moss  (IV)  and  his  wife,  Martha  Fenn.  He  was 
born  Nov.   17,   1744,  and  died  in  December,   1819. 

(VII)  Joseph  Morse,  son  of  Harley  and  Har- 
riet f]Moss)  Moss,  was  bom  Xov.  12,  1827,  in 
Yalesville,  town  of  Wallingford,  Conn.  Early  in 
the  forties  he  located  in  Meriden  and  engaged  in 
the  butchering  business.  Later  he  began  dealing 
in  real  estate,  and  soon  gave  his  entire  attention  to 
this  business.  He  bought  largely  and  made  many 
improvements,  and,  as  the  vears  passed,  his  busi- 
ness became  large  and  his  holdings  of  property 
great,  all  of  which  he  managed  well  and  wisely 
alone.  He  opened  up  many  streets  in  the  city,  among 
them  Willow,  Veteran,  Columbia,  Merriam  and 
Walnut.  As  stated,  he  was  a  good  manager,  and 
possessed  an  excellent  judgment,  was  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  made  monev  rapidly,  becoming  one 
of  the  largest  holders  of 'property  in  Meriden.    He 


owned  a  portion  of  the  State  school  property  and 
the  se*:tion  of  the  town  known  as  Morsetown,  also 
owning  large  tracts  on  Reservoir  avenue.  Broad 
street  and  Curtis  street.  In  189G  he  owned  thirtv- 
two  dwellings,  seven  acres  of  land  and  five  busi- 
ness blocks,  being  either  sole  or  part  owner  in  the 
latter.  It  was  then  estimated  that  he  had  about 
two  hundred  tenement  houses.  Mr.  Morse  was 
also  a  large  owner  of  Western  lands,  holding  con- 
siderable property  in  Wichita,  Kans.  For  some 
years  he  was  in  the  insurance  business,  assoaaied 
with  his  son,  George  N. 

Mr.  Morse  was  a  self-made  man,  beginning  life 
without  a  dollar,  yet  possessed  of  good  health  and 
started  out  in  life  with  a  determination  to  succeed. 
He  was  willing,  possessing  natural  tact  and  ability, 
which,  together  with  his  energv  and  close  applica- 
tion to  business,  brought  remarkable  success,  he  be- 
ing worth  at  one  time,  probably,  a  half-million 
dollars.  In  all  of  his  business  transactions  he  was 
regarded  as  thoroughly  honest  and  most  reliable. 
His  integrity  and  honesty  were  of  the  highest  or- 
der. He  possessed  ability,  was  shrewd,  and  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  real-estate  transactions  his  judg- 
ment was  considered  very  superior.  Mr.  Morse  held 
the  office  of  town  assessor  and  was  also  a  member 
of  the  common  council  at  one  time.  He  was  a  ves- 
tryman of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  and  was  the  last 
surviving  member  of  the  vestry  that  directed  the 
parish  when  the  church  was  on  Broad  street. 

In  1852  Mr.  ^lorse  was  married  to  Lucy  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  Casper  Hall,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1899, 
The  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
(i)  George  N.,  born  Oct.  16,  1833,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  Sufifield  Institute.  He 
was  formerly  in  the  emoloy  of  the  Whiting  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  but  is  now  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. A  prominent  Democrat,  he  represented  the 
Meriden  District  in  the  State  Senate  in  1888-1889. 
On  Jan.  31,  1877,  he  wedded  Mary  .A..,  daughter 
of  John  C.  and  Anna  M.  (Ellis)  Byxbee,  of  Sleri- 
den,  and  has  two  children :  John  B..  born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1880;  and  Ida  L.,  in  March.  1882.  (2)  Lilla 
E^■a,  born  .Aug.  i,  1857,  married  (first)  Clarence 
Curtis,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  children. 
.Arthur  M.  and  Carlos  M.  She  then  married  John 
F.  Townley.  (3)  Josephine  M.  married  H.  T.  King, 
of  ]Meriden.  (4)  Lucy  M.  is  now  Mrs.  Dr.  F.  L. 
Lawton,  of  Hartford.  Joseph  ^lorse,  the  father, 
entered  into  rest  in  1897. 

Mrs.  Lucy  (Hall)  Morse  is  a  descendant  of 
John  Hall,  who  was  bom  in  England  in  1605.  be- 
came an  original  proprietor  of  Wallingford  in  160), 
and  died  in  1676,  aged  seventy-one.  He  probably 
came  from  Coventry,  Warwickshire,  England,  in 
the  ship  '"Griffin"  in  companv  \vith  Rev.  Cotton,  in 
1633.  He  married  Jeanne  Wollen,  born  in  England 
about  1620,  and  died  in  Wallingford  in  1678. 

(II)  Samuel  Hall,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1648,  and  died  at  Walling- 
ford in  1725.    He  was  captain  of  the  train  band  in 
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1704.  In  May,  1668,  he  married  Hannah  Walker, 
who  was  born  Sept.  27,  1646,  daughter  of  JoItji  and 
Grace  Walker. 

(III)  John  Hall,  son  of  Samuel,  was  bom  Dec. 
23,  1670,  was  assistant  in  the  Upper  House,  1722- 
1730,  and  died  April  29,  1730.  He  was  married  in 
1691  to  Mary  Lyman,  who  was  born  in  1667,  and 
died  in  1740,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Dorcas 
(Plumb)  Lyman. 

(IV)  Rev.  Samuel  Hall,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
'(Lyman)  Hall,  was  born  at  Wallingford  in  1695; 
Avas  graduated  from  Yale  in  1716,  and  was  the  first 
minister  at  Chesiiire,  Conn.  He  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-one.  In  1727  he  married  Anna 
1-aw,  who  was  born  at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1702,  a 
daughter  of  Gov.  Jonathan  Law  and  his  wife.  Anna 
Eliot,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Brenton)  Eliot,  and  granddaughter  of  Rev. 
John  Eliot  and  Gov.  William  Brenton^  of  Rhode 
Island. 

(V)  Brenton  Hall,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel,  was  born 
at  Cheshire  in  1738,  and  died  in  1820  at  Meriden, 
of  which  town  he  was  one  of  the  founders  in  1S03, 
previous  to  which  time  he  had  been  a  planter  in 
Wallingford.  He  was  a  representative  from  the 
latter  town  from  1787  to  1802,  and  from  Meriden  in 
1806.  His  first  wife  was  Lament  Collins,  his  sec- 
ond Abigail  Baldwin,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Re- 
becca (Frisbie)  Baldwin,  of  Branford,  Connecticut. 

(VI)  Casper  Hall,  son  of  Brenton,  was  born  in 
1790,  and  died  in  1869.  In  181 3  he  married  La- 
vinia  Booth,  daughter  of  John  Booth,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  and  descendant  of  Sergt.  Richard 
Booth,  who  was  an  ancestor  of  L'.  S.  Grant.  Lucy 
Ann  Hall,  daughter  of  Casper,  wedded  Joseph 
Morse. 

Gov.  Jonathan  Law,  was  born  in  Milford,  Aug. 
<6,  1674,  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1695 ; 
studied  law  and  practiced  at  Milford.  Was  a  mag- 
istrate for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  chief  justice 
of  the  State  from  1 725-1 741,  and  governor  at  the 
lime  of  his  death  in  May,  1751. 

Gov.  William  Brenton  emigrated  to  Boston  from 
Hammersmith,  England.  He  held  important  offices 
an  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  where  he  was 
several  times  lieutenant-governor.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  Rhode  Island,  1660-G1,  and  governor,  i666- 
1669.     He  died  at  Newport  in  1674. 

Abigail  Baldwin,  second  wife  of  Brenton  Hall 
"(V),  was  descended  from  John  Baldwin,  who  came 
over  in  the  ship  "Martin"  in  1638,  and  later  settled 
in  Milford.  He  died  June  21,  1681.  His  son, 
George,  was  born  in  Milford  in  1662.  married  De- 
"borah  Rose,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1728.  Xoah  Bald- 
win, son  of  George  and  Deborah  (Rose),  was  bom 
in  Branford,  March  20,  1710,  married  Rebecca  Fris- 
"bie  on  March  21,  1734,  and  died  Xov.  24,  1799. 

BROWN.  Francis  Brown,  of  the  New  Haven 
Colony  in  the  year  1638,  with  his  descendants  and 
collateral  relatives : 


Francis  Brown  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rad- 
cliffe,  Yorkshire,  England,  about  the  year  i6io. 
When  religious  fervor  fc^rced  the  settlement  of  col- 
onists in  the  new  world,  he  and  his  wife,  2klary 
Edwards,  whom  he  had  married  in  1636,  sailed  the 
succeeding  year  for  Boston  in  the  ship  "Hector." 
Among  their  fellow  voyagers  were  Theophilus 
Eaton,  an  opulent  merchant  of  London,  and  his 
wife,  with  her  adult  children  by  a  former  husband, 
David  Yale,  Chancellor  to  her  father.  Bishop  George 
Lloyd,  of  Chester,  England,  whose  Episcopal  palace 
still  stands  on  the  main  street  of  that  ancient  town. 
David  Yale,  the  eldest  of  these  children,  and  the 
father  of  Elihu  Yale,  from  whom  the  Universitv  is 
named,  returned  in  a  few  years  to  England.  Ann 
Yale,  the  wife  of  Edward  Hopkins,  an  early  gov- 
ernor of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  who  also 
founded  the  Hopkins  Grammar  Schools,  of  New 
Haven,  Hartford  and  Hadley,  soon  followed  in 
company  with  her  husband,  who  became  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  English  Admiralty,  and  a  member  of 
one  of  Cromwell's  Parli.iments.  Thomas  Yale,  the 
younger  son,  thus  became  the  only  representative  of 
the  Yale  family  in  New  Haven,  and  from  him  are 
descended,  so  far  as  is  known,  all  who  bear  the 
name  of  Yale  in  America. 

The  New  Haven  colonists  were  at  first  much 
in  doubt  whether  to  remove  from  or  to  remain  in 
Massachusetts,  but  as  the  company  was  the  wealth- 
iest that  had  come  to  .\merica,  many  of  them  being 
merchants  and  traders  in  the  old  country,  thev 
sought  some  place  for  a  commercial  settlement  not 
included  within  any  charter  or  patent  granted  bv 
the  English  Crown.  The  war  with  the  Pequot's 
soon  brought  their  hesitancy  to  an  end.  In  the  pur- 
suit of  this  flying  tribe  of  warlike  Indians  the  Eng- 
lish forces  passed  through  Quinnipiac,  afterward 
named  New  Haven.  Though  the  soil  of  the  place 
was  poor,  its  position  between  Boston  and  New 
York  seemed  to  the  New  England  soldiers — among 
whom  was  Captain  Nathaniel  Tumer,  afterward 
the  military  leader  of  New  Haven — as  eminentlv 
fitted  for  their  "Trans  Atlantic"  home.  The  favor- 
able opinion  of  Gov.  Baton  and  of  Rev.  John  Daven- 
port, the  two  leaders  of  the  company,  proved  de- 
cisive. Nine  of  the  first  settlers,  among  whom  was 
Francis  Brown,  passed  the  winter  of  1637-1638  at 
Quinnipiac,  in  making  the  necessary  provision  for 
shelter  and  for  other  urgent  needs  of  the  coming 
Colonists,  who  arrived  April  16,  1638.  Entering 
the  harbor  on  Friday.  Saturday  was  devoted  to 
landing  their  household  goods,  and  conveying  theni 
to  the  temporary  huts  provided  for  them  by  the  few 
Colonists  who  had  preceded  them.  Their  first  official 
act  was  by  uniting  the  next  day  in  divine  worship, 
held  under  a  huge  oak  standing  near  the  corner 
of  what  is  now  George  and  College  streets,  and 
listening  to  a  sermon  by  Rev.  John  Davenport  on 
"The  Temptations  of  the  Wilderness." 

Francis  Brown  was  one  of  the  earliest  free- 
holders of  New  Haven.    At  a  time  when  there  were 
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no  bridges  in  New  Haven,  and  all  access  to  Massa-  I 
cliusetts,  Eastern  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  was  | 
dependent  upon  a  ferry  kept  at  Red  Rock,  Mr.  ! 
Hrown  was  appointed  Ferry  Master.  That  he  was  j 
held  in  high  repute  is  evident  from  the  various  im-  \ 
portant  positions  with  which  he  was  intrusted.  His  i 
children  were  Eleazer,  Samuel  and  Lydia.  I 

(II)  Eleazer  Brown  was  baptized  Oct.  16,  1642,  [ 
and  died  Oct.  23,  1714.  He  married  Sarah  Bulkley,  1 
daughter  of  Thomas  Bulkley.  Their  children  were:  i 
Eleazer,  Gershome,  Daniel,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,    i 

(III)  Gershome  Brown,  son  of  Eleazer  and 
Sarah  (Bulkley)  Brown,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1665,  and  i 
married  Hannah  Mansfield  in  1695.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant, and  owned  several  vessels  which  traded  with 
foreign  ports.  He  was  prominent  as  a  Christian, 
as  well  as  in  business.  \Vhen  one  of  his  ships  was 
lost  at  sea,  and  the  loss  was  considerable,  his  neigh- 
bors and  friends,  including  the  minister  met  at  his 
house  to  hold  prayers  and  to  sympathize  with  him. 
When  he  died  he  left  about  five  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Several  slaves 
belonged  to  the  estate,  some  of  whose  names  were 
Mingo,  Jack,  Phillip,  Harry,  Robin  and  Job.  The 
children  of  Gershome  and  Hannah  (Mansfield) 
Brown  were:  Eleazer,  born  1696;  Hannah,  born 
Jan.  II,  1702;  and  Olive,  bom  Feb.  22,  1706. 

(IV)  Eleazer  Brown,  son  of  Gershome  and 
Hannah  (Mansfield)  Brown,  bom  in  1696,  died 
Sept.  21,  1768.  On  Jan.  25,  1725,  he  married  Sarah 
Rowe,  daughter  of  Matthew  Rowe,  who  bore  him 
three  sons  and  si.x  daughters. 

(V)  Daniel  Brown,  son  of  Eleazer  and  Sarah 
(Rowe)  Brown,  was  born  Nov.  3,  1743,  and  died 
Oct.  9,  1788.  On  April  24.  1770,  he  married  Hannah 
English,  who  was  Dom  Nov.  29,  1749,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Da>ton)  English.  Benja- 
min English  was  killed  bv  the  British  July  5,  1779, 
in  his  own  house  in  New  Haven.  Daniel  Brown 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  On  May 
8,  1770,  he  and  his  wife  moved  to  East  Haven  from 
New  Haven.  They  had  ten  children :  Isaac,  born 
Feb.  27,  1771,  died  x\pril  13,  1850.  Hannah,  bom 
Nov.  18,  1772,  died  May  15,  1797.  Daniel,  bora 
Sept.  II,  1774,  died  April  19,  1782.  Sarah,  born 
April  23,  1776,  died  Oct.  2~.  1852.  Roswell.  born 
Oct.  6,  1778.  Phila,  born  Aug.  30.  17S0,  died  Jan. 
4,  1849.  Clarissa  born  June  14,  1783,  died  Feb.  14, 
1839.  Daniel  (2).  born  Dec.  20.  1784.  Aner,  bom 
Oct.  13,  1786,  died  Oct.  3.  1838.  Mary,  bom  Dec. 
21,  1788,  married  Nov.  16,  1809,  Wyllis  Heming- 
way. 

(VI)  Isaac  Brown,  eldest  son  of  Daniel  and 
Hannah  (English)  Brown,  married  Sarah  Heming- 
way, bom  Sept.  17,  1780  (sister  of  Wyllis  Heming- 
way, who  had  married  Mary  BrownJ,  daughter  of 
Enos  and  Sarah  (Hemingway)  Hemingway.  Enos 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army  and  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  Legislature  from  the  town  of 
East  Haven  for  over  twenty  tenns  in  succession. 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Hemingway)  Brown  died  July  5,  1813, 


the  mother  of  four  children,  all  now  deceased : 
Merritt,  who  married  Maranda  Bradley,  and  had 
four  children,  Sarah,  Jane,  Adeline  and  fjeorge ; 
Anson,  mentioned  below;  Samuel,  who  died  in  in-  i 
fancy;  and  Daniel  Heiningway  Brown,  born  July 
4,  1813,  died  Oct.  8,  1892.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  Isaac  Brown  married  a  widow  whose 
maiden  name  was  Zervinah  Tuttle.  The  children 
of  this  union  were :  Almira,  who  married  Ezekial 
Bradley ;  and  Samuel  Miles,  who  i3  mentioned 
farther  on.  Isaac  Brown  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  was  a  captain  in  the  local  militia,  and  was  a 
man  of  much  prominence.  He  was  the  eldest  son 
of  his  parents,  and  according  to  the  custom  in  those 
days  inherited  the  largest  share  of  the  family  prop- 
erty, thus  becoming  a  very  large  land  owner.  He 
donated  the  ground  for  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
as  well  as  the  stone  used  in  building  the  edifice, 
also  the  roadway,  known  as  Church  Hill,  an  ex- 
tension of  Grand  avenue.  There  were  only  nine 
members  of  the  church  at  that  time,  and  the  family 
were  all  very  efficient  workers  for  its  success. 

(VII)  Anson  Brown,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah 
(Hemingway)  Brown,  was  a  sea  captain,  sailing 
from  New  York  and  Perth  Amboy.  He  resided  in 
New  Jersey  in  1832,  but  later  came  to  New  Ha- 
ven and  engaged  in  the  oyster  business,  which  he 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
drowned  from  his  boat  July  5.  1869.  .Anson  Brown 
married  April  27,  1832,  Rosetta  Sheppard,  daughter 
of  Stephen  Sheppard,  and  became  the  father  of : 
Honora  Melissa,  born  Oct.  16,  1833,  married  George 
Brown,  of  Chicago ;  Sarah  .Annette,  bom  Nov.  2, 
1835,  now  deceased:  Maria  Salina,  born  .\pril  24, 
1837,  deceased :  Isaac  Enos,  bom  March  10,  1840, 
deceased ;  Stephen  Freeman,  born  Sept.  6,  1842, 
died  Sept.  17,  1842;  Anson  Kearney,  bom  Nov. 
23.  1843,  deceased ;  William  Sheppard,  bom  Sept. 
29,  1846,  lives  in  Hartford:  Merritt  R.,  born  June 
ID,  1849,  deceased ;  Rosetta  .\lthea,  born  June  6, 
185 1,  deceased;  Frederick  Freeman,  born  March 
26;  1853. 

(\TII)  William  Sheppard  Brown,  son  of  An- 
son, married  Lilla  Wrisley,  and  has  two  children, 
Charles  .-Monzo  and  Hazel  Wrisley. 

(VIII)  Frederick  Freem.xn  Brown,  son  of 
Anson,  was  born  in  Fair  Haven.  Conn.,  March  26. 
1853,  and  Nov.  27,  1879,  married  Dora  .\.  Jones,  of 
Branford.  They  have  had  the  following  children: 
Herbert  Isaac,  born  .March  21,  1880  :  Florence  Jones, 
who  died  aged  five  and  a  half  years ;  and  Frederick 
Freeman,  Jr.,  bom  Dec.  30,  1885.  Mr.  Brown  has 
been  engaged  in  the  oyster  business,  and  has  been 
inspector  of  the  State  dumping  ground,  to  see  that 
o\ster  shells  were  dumped  in  proper  places.  For 
si-Meen  years  he  served  in  the  Horse  Guards,  on  the 
staff  of  Major  Horace  H.  Strong. 

(VIII)    Isaac  Enos  Brown,  son  of  .\nson,  was 

born  at  Perth  .\mboy,  N.  J.,  March  10,   1840,  and 

in  1848  came  with  his  parents  to  l^air  Haven,  where 

j  his  early  sckool  days  were  spent.    He  early  engaged 
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in  the  oyster  business,  and  eventually  became  cap- 
tain of  oyster  boats.  By  his  first  marriage,  to  Xancy 
Ennis,  he  had  one  daughter,  Myrtie,  now  deceased. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Emogcne  Hotch- 
kiss,  daughter  of  John  Hotchkiss,  and  the  children 
of  this  marriage  were:  Allie  Edward,  of  New 
Haven,  who  married  ^ilamie  Lieberman ;  Frank 
Enos,  born  June  12,  1875  >  ^^a-bel  Lois,  born  in  1877, 
who  married  Homer  Cluett,  of  New  Haven ;  and 
Henry  Lewis,  born  in  New  Haven  in  July,  1S81. 
The  mother  died  Jan.  18,  1882.  ]Mr.  Brown  was  a 
member  of  Adelphi  Lodge;  No.  65 ;  Pulaski  Chap- 
ter ;  Crawford  Council,  F.  &  A.  ^1. ;  and  the  R.  A. 
M.  Capt.  Brown  was  on  the  board  of  selectmen  for 
four  years,  and  was  always  interested  in  public  af- 
fairs. He  was  a  Democrat  in  national  politics. 
Professionally  he  was  a  member  of  the  American 
Pilots  Association.  He  died  June  24,  1901,  while 
on  a  business  trip  to  Stratford,  Conn.  In  religious 
connection  he  belonged  to  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  New  Haven. 

(IX)  Frank  E.  Brown,  son  of  Isaac  Enos,  spent 
his  early  school  days  in  New  Haven.  For  the  past 
seven  years  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  oyster 
business,  and  is  a  member  of  the  American  Pilots 
Association.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Adelphi 
Lodge,  No.  65;  Pulaski  Chapter;  Crawford  Coun- 
cil ;  New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2 ;  and  Pyramid 
Temple,  Mystic  Shrine. 

(VII)  Samuel  Miles  Brown,  son  of  Isaac  and 
Zervinah  (Tuttle)  Brown,  was  born  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  March  7,  1820,  and  died  April  2,  1901. 
He  was  married  at  Bath,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  22,  1861,  to 
Mary  J.  Warner,  daughter  of  Horatio  Warner,  and 
became  the  father  of  three  children :  Grace,  wife 
of  Thurber  Salisbury,  of  Salisbury  Bros.,  druggists 
in  Fair  Haven ;  Samuel  Miles,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Frederick  yUlcs.  Samuel  Miles  Brown 
was  prepared  for  college  in  East  Haven,  and  was 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1844,  with  the  degree  of 
B.  A.  The  degree  of  M.  A.  was  conferred  upon 
him  bv  Trinity  College.  He  taught  school  near 
Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Fair  Haven,  Conn. 
For  forty  years  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, for  years  being  located  in  a  building  at  the 
corner  of  Grand  and  Quinnipiac  avenues.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Democrat,  and  served  as  postmaster 
of  Fair  Haven  under  President  Taylor ;  was  notary 
public  under  Gov.  Waller ;  and  was  assessor  in  the 
town  of  East  Haven.  He  was  active  in  church  work, 
and  was  a  lifelong  member  of  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church,  but  during  his  latter  vcars  united  with 
Grace  Church.  He  retired  fmni  active  work  in 
1891.  Mrs.  Brown  died  Nov.  15,  1900,  and  his 
death  soon  followed. 

(VIII)  Frederick  Miles  Brown,  son  of  Samuel 
Miles,  was  born  at  his  present  home  Sept.  26,  1S68. 
His  earlv  school  days  were  passed  in  New  Haven. 
For  six  years  he  was  connected  with  Cowles  &  Co., 
and  for' a  like  period  lie  has  been  connected  with 
a  New  York  house.     For  a  time  he  was  employed 


in  the  ofifice  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railway  Co.  He  married  Annie  Spittler,  of 
New  Haven. 

(VII)  Daniel  Hemingway  Brown,  fourth  son  of 
Isaac  and  Sarah  (Hemingway)  Brown,  whose 
death  occurred  in  New  Haven  Oct.  8.  1892,  was 
long  a  substantial  resident  and  citizen  of  that  com- 
munity. He  was  born  July  4,  1813,  and  on  April 
16,  1837,  married  Grace  Amoret  Thompson,  who 
was  born  Dec.  28,  1817,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Dayton)  Thompson,  and  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Yale,  brother  of  David  Yale  (who 
was  the  father  of  Elihu  Yale),  both  original  set- 
tlers of  New  Haven  Colony,  also  of  Ann  Yale, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Gov.  Eaton  and  daughter  of 
George  Lloyd,  Bishop  of  Chester,  England.  Daniel 
Brown  and  his  wife  lived  together  over  fifty  years, 
and  his  widow  is  now  (1902J  living  in  New  Haven. 
She  is  a  woman  of  many  virtues  and  much  beloved. 
They  were  both  members  of  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church  of  Fair  Haven.  Mr.  Brown  was  engaged 
for  years  in  quarrying  stone.  From  the  stone-quar- 
rying business  he  engaged  in  the  oyster  trade  and 
from  1S65  until  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  whose  business  it  was  to 
stake  out  oyster  grounds.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man 
of  good  judgment.  He  was  much  beloved  for  his 
generosity  and  kindly  nature.  He  held  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  served 
them  in  many  public  oflicial  capacities.  He  served 
as  constable  in  both  New  Haven  and  East  Haven. 
In  1869  and  1890  he  served  as  assessor  in  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  and  in  1885  was  councilman  from 
the  Twelfth  ward  of  New  Haven.  Mr.  Brown  was 
active  in  a  number  of  fraternal  organizations.  He 
was  a  member  of  Adelphi  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Pulaski  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  New  Haven  Com- 
mandery. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
oldest  Knight  Templar  in  the  State.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  became  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  1869. 

On  April  16,  1837,  in  the  old  original  ^I.  E. 
Church  in  Fair  Haven,  Mr.  Brown  was  married,  by 
the  Rev.  John  Pease,  to  Grace  Amoret  ITiompson, 
and  on  April  16,  1887,  this  couple  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding.  Rev.  William  E.  Vibbert  of- 
ficiating, the  event  taking  place  in  the  same  house 
in  which  the  bride  lived  with  her  parents  W'hen 
she  was  married.  Many  were  the  congratulations 
and  "God  Speeds"  given  to  them  on  that  day.  The 
children  born  to  this  union  were :  Harriet  Newell, 
born  Nov.  3,  1840,  and  died  June  i,  1841  ;  Grace 
Imogene,  bom  March  10,  1842;  Charles  Phelps, 
born  Feb.  16,  1844:  Ann  Elizabeth,  bom  Nov.  16, 
1848,  died  Jan.  12,  1852;  and  Frank  Daniel  Brown, 
born  Oct.  13,  1859. 

(VIII)  Charles  Phelps  Brown,  son  of  Daniel 
Hemingway  and  Grace  Amoret  ( Thompson") 
Brown,  married,  Dec.  29,  1870.  Frances  Barton, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Spink)  Barton,  of 
Taberg,   N.   Y.     They   have   had  three   children: 
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Clarence,  who  died  in  infancy:  Roscoe  Phelps,  bom 
Oct.  28,  1878 ;  and  Imogene  Elizabeth  Brown,  born 
April  I,  1S84. 

(VIII)  Frank  Daniel  Brown,  son  of  Daniel 
Hemingway  and  Grace  Amoret  (Thompson) 
Brown,  married,  Oct.  13,  1885,  Florence  M.  Smith, 
of  New  Haven,  Conn.  They  had  one  child,  Ruth 
May,  born  May  2,   1891,  died  the  same  day. 

(VTII)  Grace  Imogene  Brown,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Hemingway  and  Grace  Amoret  (Thompson; 
Brown,  married,  Oct.  3,  1861,  Philo  Sherman  Bet- 
nett,  of  Newtown,  Conn.  One  child  blessed  this 
union,  Blanche  Imogene,  born  ^lay  15,  1S67,  died 
June  6,  1887,  beloved  by  all  her  acquaintances.  She 
was  educated  at  St.  Margarets  School,  \\'aterbury, 
Conn.,  and  became  an  accomplished  musician  and 
an  artist  of  great  promise.  To  her  memory  is 
erected  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Union  cemeten.-,  Fair 
Haven,  a  beautiful  memorial  window,  representing 
St.  Cecelia  seated  at  an  organ,  while  two  angels 
with  glistening  robes,  and  wings  which  have 
caught  the  hues  of  a  brilliant  rainbow,  stand  ap- 
parently entranced  with  the  music  to  which  they 
are  listening.  St.  Cecilia's  face  is  a  likeness  of  the 
features  of  her  in  whose  memory  this  memorial  is 
given. 

Philo  Sherman  Bennett,  born  in  Newtown, 
Conn.,  Jan.  15,  1842,  descended  from  Caleb  Ben- 
nett, who  was  among  the  most  conspicuous  settlers 
in  that  section.  When  it  became  a  town  he  was 
one  of  the  most  influential  of  its  citizens.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  who  petitioned  the  General 
Assembly  for  an  incorporation  as  a  town.  He  be- 
came a  magistrate  and  held  several  municipal  of- 
fices, and  was  very  prominent  both  in  Church  and 
State.  He  married  Esther  Beers  (born  May  i, 
1761,  died  1796),  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mabel 
(Booth)  Beers,  and  a  descendant  of  Anthony  Beers, 
who  founded  that  family  in  America.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Abel,  James  and  Sarah. 

(II)  James  Bennett,  son  of  Caleb,  married 
Lucretia  Gage,  of  Vermont,  and  made  their  home 
in  Newtown,  Conn.  Their  children  were  Delia,  who 
died  Feb.  18,  1S40,  aged  twenty-five  years :  Austin, 
father  of  Philo  S.  Bennett ;  Sarah  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried Philo  Sherman,  and  lived  in  Bristol,  Conn. ; 
and  Vail  Bennett. 

(III)  Austin  Bennett,  son  of  James,  was  bom 
Jan.  I,  1814,  and  died  Aug.  10.  1844.  He  married 
Nancy  Maria  Jones,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven 
June  5,  1816,  and  died  in  Waterville,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
9.  1897.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  (i)  Julia  Elizabeth,  born  April  4.  1837, 
died  Jan.  i.  1862:  she  married  John  Bussing,  and 
had  one  child,  Carlton,  who  died  in  infancy.  (2) 
Delia  Ann,  born  Jan.  15,  1830,  married  for  her 
first  husband.  Franklin  Porter  Cook,  of  New  Ha- 
ven ;  they  had  one  child,  Blanche  Clavton  Cook,  who 
wedded  De  Witt  Conger,  of  Waterville,  N.  Y.  They 
have  one  child.  Daniel  Bennett  Conger,  bom  June 
15,  1896.     Delia  Ann   (Bennett)   Cook  married  for 


her  second  husband  Melancthon  Worthington  Big- 
elow,  of  Waterville,  N.  Y.  (3)  Philo  Sherman 
Bennett  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Mary  Augusta, 
bom  Oct.  17,  1844,  died  May  27,  1882;  she  mar- 
ried Charles  B.  Mason,  of  Danbury,  Conn.  Their 
children  are:  Charles  Edward;  John  Holmes,  bora 
October,  1867,  died  Feb.  26,  1892;  Bennett  Hawley, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

From  the  settler,  Caleb  Bennett,  Philo  Sherman 
Bennett  was  descended  in  the  fourth  generation. 
Losing  his  father  at  the  age  of  two  years,  he  eight 
vears  later  went  to  Sharon,  Conn.,  and  lived  for 
six  years  on  the  farm  of  Lemuel  Peck.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  came  to  New  Haven  and  was  em- 
ployed by  Porter  Cook,  a  merchant  of  Fair  Haven ; 
subsequently  he  returned  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
represented  the  firm  of  A.  H.  Kellam  &  Co.  In  a 
short  time  he  and  his  partner,  Alfred  P.  Sloan, 
bought  out  that  firm  and  carried  on  a  wholesale 
grocery  business  for  a  number  of  years  under  the 
name  of  Bennett  &  Sloan.  Seeing  a  broader  open- 
ing for  business  in  the  city  of  New  York,  they  re- 
moved there  and  now  have  business  representatives 
in  every  State  of  the  Union.  The  firm  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  successful  in  the  country 
in  their  line  of  business.  '\It.  Bennett  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Haven  board  of  education  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  was  also  a  leading  member  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  investi- 
gate State  expenses  in  Connecticut.  For  the  presi- 
dential elections  in  1896  and  in  1900  he  ran  as  an 
elector-at-large  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

The  Hemingway  FAiiiLV,  in  the  line  that  has 
intermarried  with  the  Brown  family,  is  descended 
from  Ralph  Hemingway,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  1634, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Hewes.  July  5,  1634.  Ralph 
was  active  in  town  affairs,  and  was  a  member  of 
Roxbury  Church.  He  brought  a  large  property 
with  him,  and  in  1638  he  was  one  of  the  largest 
tax  payers  and  land  owners  in  the  town.  His  wife 
,was  also  wealthy.  A  daughter  of  Joshua  Hewes, 
she  was  born  in  1603,  and  died  in  1684  or  1685. 
Ralph  died  in  1678.  His  eldest  son.  Samuel  Hem- 
ingAvay,  born  in  June,  1636,  settled  in  New  Haven, 
and  later  moved  to  East  Haven.  He  was  a  man  of 
education  and  refinement.  The  records  at  the  town 
clerk's  oilfice  which  he  kept  for  a  long  time  show 
this,  the  writing  being  almost  as  legible  as  printing. 
In  1662  he  married  Sarah  Cooper,  a  daughter  of 
John  Cooper,  a  magistrate  and  early  Colonist.  Their 
children  were ;  John,  born  May  29,  1675.  married 
Mary  ]\Iorris  in  1703;  Abraham,  born  Dec.  3.  1677, 
married  Sarah  Talmadge.  Nov.  11.  1713.  Of  the 
children  of  John  and  Mar\^  (Morris)  Hemingway, 
Samuel,  born  March  12,  1713.  married  Mehitable 
Dennison.  and  died  Oct.  25.  1779.  and  their  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  Hemingway,  bom  ^lay  18.  1758,  mar- 
ried Enos  Hemingway  April  24.  1777. 

Abraham  Hemingway,  bom  Dec.  3.  1677.  mar- 
ried Sarah  Talmadge,  Nov.  11,  1713.    Of  their  chil- 
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dren,  Abraham,  Jr.,  bom  April  i,  1727,  married 
Mercy  Tuttle  April  14,  1746.  She  was  born  April 
17,  1730,  and  died  Jan.  20,  1812.  Abraham,  Jr., 
died  at  Plymouth,  Conn.,  Aug.  25,  1779.  He  was 
a  deacon  of  long  standing  in  the  church.  They  had 
a  son,  Eno.s  Hemingway,  bom  Sept.  17,  1755,  who 
served  between  1797  and  1809  inclusive,  twenty-one 
sessions,  as  representative  from  East  Haven,  the 
longest  record  in  its  history.  He  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier.  Enos  Hemingway  married  Sarah  Hem- 
ingway, daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mehitable  (Den- 
nison)  Hemingway,  April  23,  1777.  Their  daugh- 
ter Sarah,  bom  Sept.  17,  1780,  married  Isaac  Brown, 
born  Feb.  27,  1771.  Their  son,  W'yllis  Heming^vay, 
married  Mary  Brown  Xov.  16,  1809;  she  was  born 
Dec.  21,  1788,  and  Wyllis  (a  twin)  was  born  Jan. 
29,  1791.  Isaac  Brown  and  Mar\-  Brown  were  chil- 
dren of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (English)  Brown. 

MANSFIELD.  The  families  bearing  the  name 
of  Mansfield  in  this  section  are  among  the  oldest 
of  New  Haven  and  vicinity,  and  among  the  posterity 
.of  Richard  Mansfield,  the  progenitor  of  many 
bearing  the  name  in  New  England  and  throughout 
the  country,  have  been  men  of  achievement  and  dis- 
tinction. It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  treat 
particularly  of  the  line  of  Benjamin  Franklin  IMans- 
field,  who  has  long  been  prominent  as  a  citizen  and 
business  man  of  New  Haven,  more  recently  in  the 
real-estate  line. 

Born  March  14,  1820,  in  New  Haven,  son  of 
William  and  Lucy  Peck  (Culver)  Mansfield,  Mr. 
Mansfield  is  a  descendant  in  "the  si.xth  generation 
fron?  Richard  Mansfield,  who  came  from  Exeter, 
Devonshire,  England,  to  the  American  colonies, 
and  settled  in  Quinnipiac  (now  New  Haven)  in 
1639.  He  owned  land  in  what  is  now  the  city.  A 
schedule  of  the  list  of  the  first  planters.  1641.  in- 
cludes his  name,  and  ascribes  to  him  £400,  thirty 
acres  of  land  in  the  First  Division,  six  in  the  "neck," 
and  eighty-eight  in  the  Second  Division.  At  about 
this  time,  it  is  supposed,  he  built  his  dwelling 
house  in  the  Second  Division,  East  Farms,  now 
about  the  corner  of  Church  and  Elm  streets,  and 
there  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  oc- 
curring Jan.  10,  1655.  His  wife's  Christian  name 
was  Gillian,  and  after  his  death  she  married,  in 
1657,  Alexander  Field,  and  removed  into  town. 
Losing  her  second  husband  in  1666,  she  thereafter 
made  her  home  with  her  son,  Moses  Mansfield. 
She  died  in  1669.  From  this  emigrant  settler  Ben- 
jamin F.  Mansfield's  lineage  is  through  Major 
Moses,  Deacon  Jonathan,  Lieut.  Nathan  and  Will- 
iam. 

(II)  Major  Moses  Mansfield,  son  of  Richard  the 
settler,  bom  in  1639,  took  the  freeman's  oath  in 
New  Haven  in  1660.  He  married.  May  5,  1664, 
Mercy,  daughter  of  Henry  Glover,  an  early  settler 
and  prominent  man,  and  bv  her  had  all  his  chil- 
dren. His  second  wi'"e,  Abigail,  was  born  May  5. 
1660,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Yale.    Major 


Mansfield  received  his  title,  the  highest  in  the 
town  at  the  time,  for  defeating  a  body  of  Indians 
in  King  Philip's  war,  about  where  the  town  of 
Mansfield  now  is,  the  town  having  been  named  in 
his  honor  and  granted  him  for  his  services.  Major 
Mansfield  lived  in  New  Haven,  and  was  for  forty- 
eight  sessions  a  member  of  the  General  Court.  He 
also  served  as  judge  of  probate  and  county  court. 
He  resided  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Elm 
streets,  which  was  the  home  of  his  father,  Richard, 
before  him. 

( III)  Deacon  Jonathan  Mansfield,  son  of  Major 
Moses,  born  Feb.  16.  1686,  married  (first)  June 
I,  1708,  Susan  (Coe)  Ailing.  She  died  May  4, 
1765,  and  in  1766  he  married  (second)  Abigail 
Dorman,  daughter  of  James  Bishop.  She  lived  to 
i  be  ninety,  dying  Jan.  25,  1798.  Deacon  Mansfield 
united  with  the  church  Aug.  28,  1709,  under  Rev. 
James  Pierpont,  and  his  first  wife  was  likewise  a 
prominent  church  worker  and  devout  Christian. 
The  Deacon  was  a  prominent  public  man,  was  se- 
lectman, an  ensign,  lister,  grand  juror,  moderator 
of  meetings,  etc.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
(TV)  Lieut.  Nathan  Mansfield,  son  of  Deacon 
Jonathan,  born  Nov.  15,  1718,  married  in  1745  De- 
borah Dayton,  who  was  born  Aug.  8,  1724,  in  New 
Haven.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  resided  in  New 
Haven.  Lieut.  Mansfield  died  March  13.  1783,  and 
Deborah,  his  wife,  died  May  2/,  1817,  aged  ninety- 
three  years.  She  was  quite  a  remarkable  and  lively 
woman,  of  strong  force  of  character,  and  especially 
distinguished  for  her  piety.  She  lived  to  see  her 
great-great-grandchild.  She  could  remember  the 
time  when  there  was  but  one  house  of  worship  in 
New  Haven,  and  the  settlement  did  not  contain  a 
painted  house,  one  pane  of  sash  glass,  or  one  riding 
chair ;  and  when  all  the  foreign  trade  of  the  city 
was  handled  by  two  vessels.  When  she  was  born 
Connecticut  contained  17,000  people,  and  Litchfield 
county  was  still  that  remote  West  to  which  the 
more  adventurous  looked  for  a  future  home. 

(V)  William  Mansfield,  son  of  Lieut.  Nathan, 
was  born  April  i.  1750,  in  a  house  which  stood  on 
the  present  site  of  Sheffield  North  College,  the  old 
homestead  in  New  Haven.  He  married  Dec.  25, 
1776,  Elizabeth  Lyon,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (  Maltby)  Lyon.  She  died  Oct.  17,  1817, 
and  he  married  ( second)  Dec.  i.  1S18.  Lucy  (Peck) 
Culver,  daughter  of  Abner  E.  and  Sarah  Peck,  of 
Wallingford.  She  died  April  29,  1842.  Mr.  Mans- 
field resided  in  New  Haven.  In  boyhood  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm  of  his  brother,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  in  the  town  of  Hamden.  On 
reaching  manhood  he  became  a  mariner,  and  was 
mate  and  part  owner  of  a  vessel  trading  in  the 
West  Indies,  his  store  and  residence  being  on 
Chapel  street,  in  New  Haven.  Mr.  Mansfield  was 
an  ardent  patriot,  and  entered  heartily  into  the 
cause  of  the  American  Colonies  during  the  Revo- 
lution. He  served  in  that  war  as  a  lieutenant,  go- 
ing with  Gen.  Wooster  in   1777  to  the  vicinity  of 
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Norwalk,  on  receipt  of  intelligence  that  the  British 
were  landing  there  in  force.  He  acted  as  aid.  and 
in  charge  of  a  small  scouting  party  followed  the 
enemy  to  near  Danbury,  and  it  was  upon  his  report 
to  Gen.  W'ooster  that  such  disposition  was  made 
of  the  militia  under  Gens.  Sullivan  and  Arnold  as 
to  endeavor  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
on  their  return  to  the  coast,  and  which  brought 
on  the  engagement  in  which  Gen.  Wooster  met  his 
death.  At  the  invasion  of  Xew  Haven  by  the 
British,  in  1779,  Mr.  Mansfield  was  early  on  the 
scene  of  action,  and  he  like  others  suffered  for  his 
patriotism.  His  house  and  store  were  sacked,  and 
he  also  lost  a  vessel  which  was  loaded  and  ready 
for  sea.  After  the  war  Mr.  Mansfield  was  in  busi- 
ness and  engaged  in  farming  in  Xew  Haven,  resid- 
ing in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  until  about 
1800,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  the  "neck,"  and 
established  a  fruit  and  vegetable  farm.  This  farm 
he  sold  in  1824,  to  his  son-in-law,  Capt.  Richard 
Everit,  and  removed  to  Fair  Haven,  where  he  died 
May  28,  1842,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age. 
A  man  of  many  vicissitudes,  through  an  unusually 
long  and  busy  life,  he  sustained  through  it  all  the 
strictest  integrity. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Franklin  Mansfield,  son  of 
William,  is  still  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven,  in  which 
city  he  has  passed  a  long  and  busy  life.  On  April 
16,  1843,  he  married  Harriet  Janet  Clark,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elisha  and  Jane  (Baldwin)  Clark,  of  Shef- 
field, Mass.,  fomierly  of  Milford,  Conn.  Mr.  Alans- 
field  in  the  latter  years  of  his  active  business  life 
was  engaged  in  the  real-estate  line.  He  had  been 
promiinent  in  the  commercial  circles  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven in  various  ways,  being  engaged  for  some  years 
in  the  oyster  business.  He  is  a  practical  carriage 
manufacturer,  and  for  a  number  of  years  dealt  in 
carriages,  also  manufacturing  to  some  e.xtent ;  he 
shipped  e.xtensively  to  the  Southern  States.  Mr. 
Mansfield  has  also  been  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  city  as  a  builder,  having  put  up  a 
number  of  houses,  for  which  he  drew  all  the  plans, 
and  he  drew  the  plan  for  the  home  he  himself  oc- 
cupies. He  remembers  almost  every  house  built  in 
Xw  Haven  since  1828.  He  was  the  town  agent 
for  years,  and  has  filled  a  number  of  public  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1864  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner  of  the  Republican  party 
from  Connecticut,  to  record  the  votes  of  the  United 
States  soldiers  then  doing  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
For  many  years  he  was  the  leading  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Xew  Haven  City  Board  of  Compensa- 
tion. 

Before  the  war  Mr.  Mansfield  was  interested  in 
the  militia,  was  brigade  inspector  of  the  2d  Brig- 
ade, holding  that  office  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  also  instructor ;  he  ranked  as  major  of  Con- 
necticut militia,  and  was  generally  known  by  that 
title.  Active  in  preparing  men  for  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  fitted  out  a  number  of  regiments  in 
his   connection    with    the    commissary    department. 


He  was  a  personal  friend  of  Gov.  Buckingham,  the 
war  governor  of  Connecticut. 

The  following  is  a  brief  record  of  Mr.  Mans- 
field's children:  (i)  Harriet  Elizabeth,  born  Jan. 
13,  1844,  married  Jan.  i,  1867,  Thomas  J.  Beers, 
and  to  them  have  come  children  as  follows :  Kate 
M.,  born  Xov.  28.  1867.  married  Frank  A.  Bun- 
nell, teller  of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, and  they  have  had  three  children — Mariam  B., 
born  July  17,  1892;  Lyman  B.,  Feb.  16,  1896;  and 
Katherine,  May  24,  1897.  Hallie  M.,  born  July  31, 
1871,  married  Abel  W.  Walker,  who  is  connected 
with  C.  S.  Mersick  &  Co.,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Wilmarth  Bradford,  born  X'ov.  30,  1895. 
Burton  M.  was  born  Feb.  24,  1874.  Mr.  Beers  is 
a  carriage  manufacturer  by  trade. 

(2)  Emma  Augusta,  born  July  22.  1846,  mar- 
ried Sept.  15,  i86<),  Charles  E.  Doty,  of  Xew 
York  Cit\"  and  to  them  have  come  children  as  fol- 
lows:  Alay  M.  born  Oct.  13,  1870,  married  Frank 
B.  Long,  ID.  D.  S.,  of  Xew  York,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Frank  B.,  Jr.,  born  April  2~,  1901.  Cas- 
sie  AL  was  born  Feb.  22,  1872.  Mansfield  M.  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1879. 

(3)  Edward  Franklin  is  mentioned  below. 

(4)  Mary  Louise,  born  Oct.  6,  1855,  rnarried 
Feb.  23,  1876,  Frank  B.  Walker,  a  business  man 
of  X'ew  Haven.  To  their  union  came  children  as 
follows:  Elizabeth  M.,  born  Sept.  23,  1877;  Ed- 
ward ~Sl.,  born  Feb.  26,  1879,  now  an  engineer  in 
the  bridge  department  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railway  Co. ;  Minnie  Mansfield,  bom  ilarch  29, 
1883;  and  Marguerite,  born  Aug.  8,  1885. 

Edw.^rd  Fr.kxklin  AL\xsfield  was  born  Oct. 
15,  1848,  on-  Wooster  street,  Xew  Haven,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  there,  attending  Thomas' 
private  school,  Russell's  Military  Academy,  and 
Stiles  French's  private  school.  When  a  young  man 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Xew  Haven  &  X'orth- 
ampton  Steamboat  Co.,  as  purser,  and  remained 
with  them  two  years.  For  the  next  three  years 
he  was  in  the  produce  commission  business  in  Xew 
I  York  City,  with  his  brother-in-law.  Mr.  Doty,  and 
I  in  1874  he  came  back  to  Xew  Haven,  taking  a 
position  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  Strong, 
Barnes,  Hart  &  Co.,  with  which  he  has  been  since 
connected.  Since  May  i,  18S3,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  firm.  He  is  a  member  of  the  X'ew 
Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  man  of  high 
standing  and  character  in  the  city,  being  in  the 
strictest  sense  a  worthy  representative  of  a  time- 
honored  family. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Mansfield  is  a  Mason  of  high 
standing,  belonging  to  Hiram  Lodge,  X^o.  i.  A.  F. 
&  A.  yi.,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  ofiices; 
Franklin  Chapter;  Harmony  Council;  and  Xew 
Haven  Commandery.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
the  Quinnipiac  Club  and  the  L'nion  League  Club, 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Pequot  and  Yacht 
Clubs,  and  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Ansantawae    Club.      The    family    attend    Trinity 
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Church.  Mr.  Mansfield's  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  Sept.  14,  1871,  Mr.  Mansfield  married  Kate 
Coale  Goodnow,  whose  father,  Jothani  Goodnow. 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Aetna  Fire 
Insurance  Co.,  of  Hartford,  and  for  some  years  was 
its  president.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union  : 
Benjamin  F.,  born  June  21,  1872,  is  an  oil  broker 
in  California.  Henrietta  Goodnow,  born  May  30, 
1874,  married  Charles  Elliott  Picket,  assistant  clerk 
in  the  United  States  Court  at  Xew  Haven,  and  has 
pne  child,  Dorothy  Alansfield,  born  in  December, 
1901. 

Jotham  Goodnow  died  Nov.  i,  1892.  In  1856, 
when  he  was  twenty-one,  he  came  from  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  to  Hartford,  and  was  bookkeeper  in  a  Hart- 
ford bank  until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Rockville 
to  take  a  position  as  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  Soon  after  this  he  accepted  a  position  as 
cashier  in  the  City  Bank  of  New  Haven.  In  1866 
he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Aetna  Fire  Insur- 
ance Co.,  at  Hartford.  On  Sept.  26.  18S8,  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Aetna  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
and  was  serving  as  such  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mr.  Goodnow's  most  impressive  characteristic  was 
his,  unswerving  devotion  to  what  he  believed  to  be 
right.  In  the  city  council  of  Hartford  he  served 
conscientiously  from  a  desire  to  promote  the  public 
welfare,  and  not  from  any  enjoyment  of  the  po- 
sition. 

GEORGE  B.  CLARK,  a  prominent  and  success- 
ful business  man  of  Derby  and  Ansonia,  and  a  citi- 
zen of  New  Haven  county  held  in  high  and  univer- 
sal esteem,  comes  of  English  stock,  the  first  of  his 
family  to  emigrate  from  Great  Britain  to  New  Eng- 
land having  settled  in  INIilford  in  1640.  Nehemiah 
Clark,  his  grandfather,  was  bom  in  Orange  and 
died  there.  His  wife  was  also  named  Clark,  and  to 
their  marriage  were  born  four  children,  Nehemiah, 
Elias,  Merritt  and  Sarah.  Nehemiah  passed  his 
life  in  his  native  town  and  died  unmarried.  Elias 
studied  theolog}-,  was  ordained  a  Congregational 
minister  and  preached  at  various  places  in  Con- 
necticut and  the  West ;  he  died  in  Wisconsin.  Sarah 
married  Ezra  Candee,  a  farmer  of  Orange. 

Merritt  Clark,  the  father  of  George  B.,  was 
born  in  Orange  Dec.  10,  1816,  and  removed  to 
Derby  in  1839.  A  carpenter  and  builder,  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  that  occupation  until  1S61,  at  which 
time  he  bought  the  business  of  David  Bassett,  the 
pioneer  coal  dealer  in  the  Valley  and  conducted  the 
coal  yard  successfully  until  1S80,  when  he  retired. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  in  poli- 
tics originally  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican.  He 
held  the  office  of  town  assessor.  Mr.  Clark  died 
Dec.  24,  1896.  He  married  JMary  Ann  Hodge,  who 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  in  November,  1891.  Her 
father,  Benjamin  Hodge,  was  a  resident  of  Derby, 
and  by  trade  a  cooper.  His  love  for  adventure, 
however,   prompted  him   to   become  a   sailor  on  a 


I  whaling  vessel.     He  died  in  Derby.     Six  children 
j  were  born  to  Merritt  Clark  and  his  wife,  of  whom 
;  George  B.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  the 
i  eldest  son.     The  others  were  Emily,  Mary,  Charles 
:  E.,  Julia  V.  and  William  J.     The  last  named  (who 
\  married  Mary  Terry,  of  Ansonia)  is  general  mana- 
I  ger  of  the  motor  department  of  the  General  Elec- 
j  trie  Co.,  of  New  York.     Charles  E.  married  Lillie 
!  Hawkins,  of  New  Haven ;  he  is  now  cashier  of  the 
j  Birmingham   National   Bank,  of  Derby.      Of    the 
I  daughters,  Emily  has  remained  single.     Mary  mar- 
i  ried  Edson  L.  Bryant,  of  Ansonia.     Julia  V.  be- 
I  came  Mrs.  William  R.  Steele,  of  the  same  place. 
I        George  B.  Clark  was  born  Oct.  25,  1846,  was 
educated   in   the   public   schools   of   Derby   and   at 
i  Eastman's  Business  College,  graduating  from  the 
j  latter  institution  in  1863.     He  then  began  his  busi- 
1  ness  career  as  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  coal 
\  business,  and  has  continued  in  that  line  of  trade 
I  ever    since,  at    present  owning  yards  in  both  An- 
sonia and  Derby.     His  career  has  been  marked  by 
great  success,  both  as  a  merchant  and  as  a  citizen. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  director  in 
the  Derby  Savings  Bank,  is  a  stockholder  in  sev- 
eral manufactories  in  Derby  and  Shelton,  and   is 
a  member  of  the  Derby  and  Shelton  Board  of  Trade, 
and  his  commercial  standing  is  high.     He  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  the  municipal  wel- 
fare as  well  as  in  trade  progress  and,  while  he  has 
never   sought   office,   his    fellow   citizens,   knowing 
his  keen  business  sagacity  and  unimpeachable  hon- 
esty, have  honored  both  him  and  themselves  by  re- 
peatedly electing  him  to  positions  of  high  respon- 
sibility and  trust.     For  five  consecutive  terms  he 
has   been    selectman   of  the   town :    for   two   years 
street  commissioner  of  Derby:  and  has  also  served 
as  judge  of  the  city  court,  a  post  which  he  has  filled 
with  rare  ability  and  unswerving  integrity  for  four 
years,  and  to  which  he  was  elected  for  a  third  term 
in  Februarv,  1901.     In  social  and  domestic  life  his 
relations  are   pleasant,  his   genial,   generous   dispo- 
sition winning  him  many  friends.    For  twenty  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  Housatonic  Lodge,  No. 
6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  Conclave 
No.  317,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Heptasophs 
of  America.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.     Mr. 
Clark  is  a  keen  sportsman  and  although,  when  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  lost  his  right  arm  by  an 
accident  while  out  hunting,  he  is  still  able  to  find 
much  enjoyment  with  his  rod  and  gim. 

On  Oct.  17,  1882,  Mr.  Clark  married  Miss  Car- 
oline J.  Birdseve.  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Birdseye,  of 
Huntington,  Fairfield  countv.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
have  two  daughters,  Ethel  B.  and  Mildred  R. 

DAVID  L.  FRISBIE.  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Wolcott,  has 
through   his   own   exertions  attained  an   honorable 

position  and  marked  prestige  among  the  representa- 
tive agriculturists  of  the  town,  and  with  signal  con- 
sistency- it  mav  be  said  that  he  is  the  architect  of  his 
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pwn  fortunes,  and  one  whose  success  amply  justifies 
the  application  of  the  somewhat  hackneyed  but  most 
expressive  title,  "a  self-made  man." 

The  Frisbie  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
John  and  Abigail  (Culpepper)  Frisbie,  natives  of 
Wales,  who  located  in  Branford.  Convi.  Their  son, 
Elijah  Frisbie,  was  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in 
Wolcott,  living-  on  the  road  from  W'aterbury  to 
Bristol,  where  he  died  Feb.  15.  1800.  He  first  mar- 
ried Abigail  Culver,  who  died  April  19,  1771.  and 
for  his  second  wife  married  Elizabeth  Ives,  who 
died  Oct.  11.  1776.  His  third  wife  was  Lydia  Red- 
field.  It  was  in  1759  that  he  removed  from  Bran- 
ford  to  Wolcott.  In  his  family  were  eight  children. 
namely:  Esther,  who  was  born  in  1743  and  died  in 
1795  :  Judah.  who  is  mentioned  below  :  Reuben,  born 
in  1746:  Abigail,  wife  of  Daniel  Tuttle :  Charles. 
bom  in  1752 :  Hannah,  wife  of  Elnathan  Thrasher. 
of  Woodtick.  Wolcott :  Sarah,  wife  of  Ichabod  Mer- 
jrill :  and  John,  bom  in  1762. 

Judah  Frisbie  was  born  Sept.  13.  1744,  and  spent 
jhis  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  \\"olcott.  where  he 
owned  property.  On  Aug.  12.  1779.  he  married 
Hannah  Baldwin,  who  was  born  on  Buck's  Hill, 
Waterbury.  a  daughter  of  Israel  Baldwin.  They 
had  four  children:  Man,-,  who  was  bom  in  1780. 
and  married  Abner  Hotc'hkiss ;  David,  grandfather 
of  our  subject ;  Hannah,  who  was  born  Nov.  10. 
1783.  and  married  Orrin  Jackson;  and  Judah,  who 
died  in  1829. 

David  Frisbie.  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  Jan.  12.  1782.  in  Wolcott.  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  continued  to  make  his  home 
throughout  life,  his  time  and  attention  being  devot- 
ed to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Woodtick  cemetery.  In  February-. 
1S05,  he  married  Leva  Hall,  and  to  them  were  bom 
the  following  children  :  Samira.  bom  Aug.  10.  1806. 
was  married.  Aug.  11.  1825.  to  Joel  Johnson,  and 
later  moved  to  California :  Hannah  \'..  bom  Xov. 
15.  1810.  was  married.  Oct.  10.  1820.  to  Carlos  R. 
Byington,  of  Southington.  Conn.,  and  died  Xov.  10. 
1870:  .-Mmira.  bom  Xov.  17.  1812.  was  married, 
Oct.  ifi.  1830.  to  David  Somers;  David  Berkley, 
father  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

David  B.  Frisbie  was  bom  July  19.  18 14.  and 
after  receiving  a  good  district  school  education,  he 
engaged  '.r.  teaching  when  a  young  man.  but  later 
in  life  followed  fanning.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican, and  he  held  several  local  offices,  including 
that  of  ju5tiv-e  of  the  peace.  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Woodtick  throughout  life,  dying  upon 
his  farm  .\u_'^.  12.  1850.  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Woodtick  cemeten.-.  He  married  Char- 
lotte Hall,  of  Cheshire,  who  after  his  death  wedded 
Augustus  Kosc.  by  whom  she  had  one  son.  Edwin 
Rose,  of  Waterbur\-.  She  died  Jan.  17.  1S55.  and 
was  also  buried  in  Woodtick  cemetery. 

David  Lyman  Frisbie.  our  subject,  was  the  only 
child  of  the  first  marriage.  He  was  bom  on  the 
Frisbie  homestead  in  Wolcott.  March  15,  1841.  and 


was  only  nine  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Cheshire 
and  Waterbury,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a 
farm  hand,  being  tluis  employed  until  after  the 
Civil  war  broke  out.  In  August.  1861.  he  resjxjnded 
to  his  country's  call  tor  aid  by  enlisting  at  Water- 
bun,-  in  Company  C,  14th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Carpenter  and  Col.  Ellis,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Fredericksburg  from  Sept.  17  to  Dec.  13. 
1862;  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  May  2  to  12, 
1863 :  Gettysburg.  July  2  and  3,  1863 ;  Falling 
Water,  July  13,  1863:  Aubum.  \'a..  Oct.  14,  1863; 
Boston  Station,  Va.,  Oct.  15.  1863:  Centreville,  Oct. 
15.  1863;  Mine  Run.  Dec.  i,  1863;  Monon  Ford, 
Feb.  6.  1864;  and  several  other  engagements.  He 
also  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
with  the  rank  of  acting  corporal. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Frisbie  lived  both  in  Cheshire 
and  Waterbury  for  a  time.    In  i8<58  he  married  Miss 
Anna  C.  Downs,  of  Xorthfield,  Litchfield  county. 
Conn.,  where  she  was  bom.  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Martha  (Bristol)  Downs,  representatives  of  two  of 
the  best  families  of  the  State.     She  had  two  broth- 
ers who  were  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war.     Mr.  and 
^Irs.    Frisbie    have    two    children:     Frank    David, 
who  was  bom  Dec.  30.  1870.  and  is  now  in  Water- 
burv- ;  and  Berkley  Levi,  who  was  bom  March  8. 
1874,  and  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
'  They  are  voung  men  of  exemplary  habits,  and  are 
quite  popular  with  their  associates  and  many  friends- 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Frisbie  located  on  the 
I  old    homestead   in   Woodtick.   upon    which   he   has 
I  since  engaged  in  general  farming  with  good  success, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  followed  teaming.    He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  place,  and  has 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
town.    Politically  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  sup- 
I  porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  filled 
various  local  offices.     He  is  numbered  among  the 
valued  citizens  of  \\oIcott  who  have  been  devoted 
1  to  the  public  welfare,  has  manifested  the  same  loy- 
I  alty  in  days  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war.  and  all  who 
I  know  him  have  for  him  the  highest  regard.     His 
I  wife  is  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  shares  with  her  husband 
the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  O'KEEFE  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  police  force  of  Xew  Haven  for  almost 
twenty  years  and  commencing  at  the  foot,  has  earned 
promotion  by  meritorious  conduct.  He  has  ranked 
as  captain  since  1892  and  since  1897  has  been  in 
charge  of  Station  Xo.  4.  The  Captain  has  lived  in 
the  city  from  boyhood,  and  his  record,  both  as  a  citi- 
zen and  as  an  official,  is  without  reproach. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  County  Cork.  Ire- 
land, born  May  22.  1839,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Ambrose)  O'Keefe,  who  reared  a  family  of  nine 
;  children:     Ann,   Ellen,   William,   Julia.   Catherine, 
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pwn  fortiincs,  and  one  whose  success  amply  justifies 
the  application  of  the  somewhat  hackneyed  but  most 
expressive  title,  "a  self-made  man." 

The  Frisbie  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
John  and  Abigail  (Culpepper)  Frisbie,  natives  of 
Wales,  who  located  in  Dranford,  Conn.  Their  son, 
Elijah  Frisbie,  was  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in 
Wolcott,  living  on  the  road  from  Waterbury  to 
Bristol,  where  he  died  Feb.  15,  1800.  He  first  mar- 
ried Abigail  Culver,  who  died  April  19,  1771,  and 
for  his  second  wife  married  Elizabeth  Ives,  who 
died  Oct.  11,  1776.  His  third  wife  was  Lydia  Red- 
field.  It  was  in  1759  that  he  removed  from  Bran- 
ford  to  Wolcott.  In  his  family  were  eight  children, 
namely:  Esther,  who  was  born  in  1743  and  died  in 
1795  ;  Judah,  who  is  mentioned  below  ;  Reuben,  born 
in  1746;  Abigail,  wife  of  Daniel  Tuttle :  Charles, 
born  in  1752:  Hannah,  wife  of  Elnathan  Thrasher, 
of  Woodtick,  Wolcott;  Sarah,  wife  of  Ichabod  Mer- 
rill ;  and  John,  born  in  1762. 

Judah  Frisbie  was  born  Sept.  13,  1744,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a  farmer  in  Wolcott.  where  he 
owned  property.  On  Aug.  12.  1779,  he  married 
Hannah  Baldwin,  who  was  born  on  Buck's  Hill, 
Waterbury,  a  daughter  of  Israel  Baldwin.  They 
had  four  children:  ^lary,  who  was  born  in  1780, 
and  married  Abner  Hotchkiss ;  David,  grandfather 
of  our  subject;  Hannah,  who  was  born  Nov.  10, 
1783,  and  married  Orrin  Jackson ;  and  Judah,  who 
died  in  1829. 

David  Frisbie.  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Jan.  12.  1782,  in  Wolcott,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  continued  to  make  his  home 
throughout  life,  his  time  and  attention  being  devot- 
ed to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Woodtick  cemetery.  In  February, 
1805,  he  married  Leva  Hail,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children  :  Samira.  born  Aug.  10.  1806. 
was  married,  Aug.  11.  1825,  to  Joel  Johnson,  and 
later  moved  to  California ;  Hannah  \'.,  born  Xov. 
15.  1810,  was  married,  Oct.  10,  1829,  to  Carlos  R. 
Byington,  of  Southington.  Conn.,  and  died  Nov.  10. 
1870;  Almira,  born  Nov.  17,  1812,  was  married, 
Oct.  16,  1830,  to  David  Somers ;  Daviil  Berkley, 
father  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

David  B.  Frisbie  was  bom  July  19.  1814,  and 
after  receiving  a  good  district  school  education,  he 
engaged  in  teaching  when  a  voung  man.  but  later 
in  life  followed  farming.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publicran,  and  he  held  several  local  offices,  including 
that  of  justi.-e  of  the  peace.  He  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  ^\'oodtick  throughout  life,  dying  upon 
his  farm  Aug.  12,  1850,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Woodtick  cemetery.  He  married  Char- 
lotte Hail,  of  Cheshire,  who  after  his  death  wedded 
Augustus  Ko.sc.  by  whom  she  had  one  son.  Edwin 
Rose,  of  Watcrburv.  She  died  Jan.  17,  1855,  and 
was  also  buried  in  \\'oodtick  cemetery. 

David  Lyman  Frisliie,  our  subject,  was  the  only 
child  of  the  first  marriage.  He  was  born  on  the 
Frisbie  homestead  in  Wolcott.  March  15,  1841,  and 


was  only  nine  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Cheshire 
and  Waterbury,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a 
farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  until  after  the 
Civil  war  broke  out.  In  August.  1861.  he  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  aid  by  enlisting  at  Water- 
bun,-  in  Company  C,  14th  Conn.  v'.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Carpenter  and  Col.  Ellis,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Fredericksburg  from  Sept.  17  to  Dec.  13, 
1862;  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  May  2  to  12, 
1863;  Gettysburg,  July  2  and  3,  1863;  Falling 
Water,  July  13,  1863;  Auburn.  Va..  Oct.  14,  1863; 
Boston  Station,  Va.,  Oct.  15,  1863;  Centreville,  Oct. 
15.  1863;  Mine  Run,  Dec.  i,  1863;  Morton  Ford, 
Feb.  6,  1864;  and  several  other  engagements.  He 
also  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
with  the  rank  of  acting  corporal. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Frisbie  lived  both  in  Cheshire 
and  Waterbury  for  a  time.    In  i8<j8  he  married  ^liss 
i  Anna  C.   Downs,  of  Northfield,   Litchfield  county, 
]  Conn.,  where  she  was  born,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
j  Martha  (Bristol)  Downs,  representatives  of  two  of 
I  the  best  families  of  the  State.     She  had  two  broth- 
I  ers  who  were  soldiers  of  the  Civil  w-ar.     Mr.  and 
I  Mrs.    Frisbie    have    two    children:     Frank    David, 
who  was  bom  Dec.  30,  1870,  and  is  now  in  Water- 
bury ;  and  Berkley  Levi,  who  was  born  ^larch  8. 
1874,  and  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
They  are  young  men  of  exemplary  habits,  and  are 
quite  popular  with  their  associates  and  many  friends. 
After  his  marriage,  l\Ir.  Frisbie  located  on  the 
old   homestead    in    \Voodtick.   upon    which    he    has 
since  engaged  in  general  farming  with  good  success, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  followed  teaming.    He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  place,  and  has 
!  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
i  town.     Politically  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  sup- 
i  porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  filled 
I  various  local  ofifices.     He  is  numbered  among  the 
i  valued  citizens  of  Wolcott  who  have  been  devoted 
!  to  the  public  welfare,  has  manifested  the  same  loy- 
j  alty  in  days  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war.  and  all  who 
I  know  him  have  for  him  the  highest  regard.     His 
I  wife  is  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Con- 
}  gregational  Church,  and  shares  with  her  husband 
'  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

'  CAPT.  WILLIA^kl  O'KEEFE  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  police  force  of  New  Haven  for  almost 
i  twenty  years  and  commencing  at  the  foot,  has  earned 
t  promotion  by  meritorious  conduct.  He  has  ranked 
i  as  captain  since  1S92  and  since  1807  has  been  in 
j  charge  of  Station  No.  4.  The  Captain  has  lived  in 
■  the  city  from  boyhood,  and  his  record,  both  as  a  citi- 
zen and  as  an  official,  is  without  reproach. 
j  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  County  Cork.  Ire- 
I  land,  born  May  22.  1839,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
j  (Ambrose)  O'Keefe,  who  reared  a  family  of  nine 
1  children:     Ann,   Ellen,   William,   Julia,   Catherine, 
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Nora,  Martin,  John  and  Bridget.  Four  survive,  El- 
len, Catherine,  Nora  and  William.  The  father 
passed  all  his  life  in  Ireland.  He  was  a  man  of 
good  education,  and  was  engaged  as  steward  or 
overseer  of  a  large  estate.  All  his  ancestors  were 
farmers.  Our  subject's  mother  was  born  in  London, 
of  Irish  extraction,  and  died  in  New  Haven. 

William  O'Keefe  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life 
in  his  native  land,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
National  schools.  When  fourteen  years  of  age,  in 
1853,  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  an 
aunt,  and  his  home  has  since  been  in  New  Haven. 
For  a  time  he  attended  the  Dudley  school,  in  Wallace 
street,  but  he  early  commenced  work  with  the  New 
Haven  Clock  Company,  with  which  he  remained  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  sea  on  a  coaster,  continuing 
that  life  for  one  year,  and  he  was  also  in  the  employ 
of  the  Mallory  Wheeler  Company  for  a  time  before 
serving  his  apprenticeship  to  the  carriagemaker's 
trade.  While  thus  engaged  the  Civil  war  broke  out, 
and  in  September,  1861,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  B,  9th  Conn.  V.  I.  They  were 
sent  to  the  Gulf  and  New  Orleans,  and  thence  up  to 
Vicksburg,  our  subject  meantime  receiving  promo- 
tion to  a  second  lieutenancy  for  meritorious  con- 
duct. He  came  home  on  furlough  and  re-enlisted, 
during  his  second  term  seeing  service  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  with  Gen.  Sheriden  with  whom  he  re- 
mained throughout  that  campaign.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  in  October,  1864,  and,  return- 
ing to  New  Haven,  resumed  work  at  carriagemaking. 
In  September,  1865,  during  the  Fenian  excitement, 
he  went  to  Ireland  with  Capt.  Lawrence  O'Brien. 
After  his  return  he  continued  to  engage  at  his  trade 
until  1872,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  city  registrar, 
and  in  December,  1872,  he  was  appointed  a  patrol- 
man, serving  as  such  nine  years.  The  next  year  Mr. 
O'Keefe  was  a  roundsman,  was  then  promoted  to 
lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Avenue  Precinct, 
and  in  1892  became  captain.  He  had  charge  of  Sta- 
tion No.  3  until  1897,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Station  No.  4.  His  efficiency  and  fidelity  to  duty 
have  won  him  the  confidence  of  his  superiors  and  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  officers,  and  he  is  held  in  uni- 
versal esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  whether  in  an 
official  or  private  capacity. 

On  May  20,  1869,  Capt.  O'Keefe  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  O'Brien,  a  sister  of  Capt.  Lawrence 
O'Brien,  Father  Hart  performing  the  ceremony.  Of 
the  children  born  to  this  union  six  are  living,  Mary, 
William,  Ellen,  Thomas,  Catherine  and  John.  The 
family  attend  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church.  The 
Captain  is  a  Democrat  in  political  faith.  Socially  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  Royal  Arcanum.  Union  Veteran  Union 
and  Admiral  Foote  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

GAILEY.  The  Galley  Family  is  of  Scot- 
tish origin.  They  belonged  to  the  Highland 
clan,  of  whom  the  chieftain  was  Buchannan. 
The    Buchannans    were    at    feud    with    a    neigh- 


boring clan  and  their  decisive  battles  were 
fought  on  a  lea  field  between  two  hills.  A 
cry  was  raised  by  each  clan  for  the  decision  of 
the  long-existing  strife  by  mortal  combat  between 
the  chieftains.  Buchannan  faced  his  opponent  and 
won  the  day.  In  commemoration  of  the  event  he 
ordered  the  lea  to  be  decorated  with  gold,  silver  and 
flowers  and  named  the  spot  Gay-Lea,  because  of  the 
victory.  From  that  day  the  chieftain  of  the  clan 
called  himself  Buchannan  of  Gay-Lea,  which  in  the 
course  of  time  was  changed  to  Gaylea  and  remained 
so  until  about  eighty  years  ago,  when  it  was  changed 
to  Gailey.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family,  which 
was  discovered  in  the  Island  of  Bute  (their  original 
home),  consists  of  a  highlander  in  full  costume; 
plumes  in  his  hat,  wearing  kilt  and  tartan ;  under 
his  foot  a  serpent  whose  head  writhes  from  under 
right  foot ;  in  his  right  hand  a  sword,  partly  behind 
his  back,  on  which  he  is  resting:  his  left  hand  in 
attitude  of  repose,  resting  on  left  thigh ;  underneath 
is  the  motto,  "Vere  Fortis." 

When  the  house  of  Hanover  ascended  the  throne 
cf  England  the  adherents  of  the  house  of  Stuart 
were  still  numerous  and  influential  in  Scotland. 
When  the  rebellion  of  171 5,  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  placing  of  Prince  James,  son  of  James  II, 
on  the  Scottish  throne,  broke  out,  the  ancestors  of 
1he  Galleys  were  living  in  the  Island  of  Bute.  Be- 
ing stanch  Presbyterians,  and  in  politics  Whigs,  they 
supported  the  house  of  Hanover  and  the  protestant 
succession  and  opposed  the  claims  of  the  Stuarts 
and  the  schemes  of  the  Jacobites.  About  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  George  II,  three  brothers 
— perhaps  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  Scotland 
at  the  time — removed  from  the  Island  of  Bute  to 
Ireland.  One  settled  near  Letterkenny  and  the 
two  others  in  Tyrone — one  at  Killenure,  near 
Omagh,  the  other  in  the  parish  of  Ardstraw.  The 
last  named  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Creevy,  and  with  her  received  the  lands  of  Cavna- 
bun.  'The  house  in  which  he  lived  still  stands, 
slightly  modified,  and  with  part  of  the  lands  is  still 
in  the'  possession  of  the  family.  The  estates  of 
the  family  were  confiscated  after  the  rebellion  of 
1745  and  bestowed  upon  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  the 
Gayleas  having  supported  Prince  Charles  Edward. 
At'this  time  Scotland  was  in  such  a  disturbed  state 
thev  abandoned  their  homes  and  possessions  and 
sought  refuge  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  L'lster,  where  members  of  the  family  have 
since  lived  and  prospered.  Many  of  them  emigrated 
back  to  Scotland,  some  to  England  and  many  to 
America,  and  some  of  them  are  Presbyterian  mis- 
sionaries in  China. 

James  Smiley  Gailey  descends  from  one  of  the 
three  brothers  who  went  from  the  Island  of  Bute, 
Scotland,  and  settled  in  the  North  of  Ireland  the 
earlv  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His  grand- 
father was  bom  in  the  Province  of  Ulster.  County 
Donegal  or  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1766.  came  to  this 
country  about  1775,  and  with  his  brothers.  Joseph, 
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Andrew  and  John,  settled  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.  In  1801  the  names  of  Joseph  and  WiUiam,  and 
in  1812  those  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  (Hadden) 
Gailey,  appeared  on  the  church  roll  of  the  old  Cov- 
enanter Church,  of  Coldenham.  William  Gailey 
married  Margaret  Hadden,  of  (Drsrane  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1805.  They  had  live  children  born  in  Orange 
county — Mary  A.,  Andrew.  Robert,  Isabel  and 
Eliza — and  three  bom  in  Sterling,  N.  Y. — John, 
William  and  Margaret — all  of  whom  are  dead. 
William  Gailey  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  living  on 
a  farm  in  Orange  county  with  his  family  until  1814 
when  he  moved  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Sterl- 
ing, N.  Y.,  then  styled  the  backwoods,  and  there 
set  about  making  for  himself  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. The  last  ten  or  twelve  years  of  his  life  he 
spent  with  his  son,  .Andrew,  dying  Oct.   18,   1848. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Hadden)  Gailey  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Ulster,  County  Monaghan.  Ireland, 
in  1777,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1701  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Johnston!  Hadden,  and 
four  brothers  and  sisters.  William,  Robert,  Eliza- 
beth and  ]\Iary.  John  Hadden  was  born  May  8, 
1744,  and  died  Oct.  24,  1842.  Mrs.  Man.-  (John- 
ston) Hadden  was  born  in  1743  and  died  Jan.  20, 
1830;  the  remains  of  both  are  buried  in  the  Colden- 
ham churchyard.  Orange  county.  They  were  linen 
workers  and  brought  several  spinning  wheels  to 
this  country.  Their  ancestors  were  of  the  Presby- 
terian faith,  English,  and  of  Puritan  stock,  and 
went  into  Ireland  with  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  landed 
in  Dublin  Aug.  18.  1640.  The  earliest  record  found 
of  the  Haddens  was  of  one  De  Hadden,  who  came 
tn  England  with  William  the  Conqueror  as  one  of 
his  stafif. 

Andrew  Gailey,  father  of  James  S..  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1809.  and  died 
in  Southfield.  Oakland  Co..  Mich.,  March  12,  1871. 
He  lived  with  his  parents.  William  and  Margaret 
(Hadden)  Gailey,  on  a  farm  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  until  18 14,  when  he  accompanied  them  to 
Sterling,  where  he  remained,  except  for  a  few 
years  spent  in  Coldenham.  X.  Y.,  until  his  marriage. 
May  28,  1839,  to  Margaret  Jane  Smiley.  They 
had  four  children,  all  born  in  Sterling.  N.  Y. : 
Mary  A.,  born  Aug.  12.  1840:  Elizabeth,  bom  Dec. 
6,  1842,  who  died  in  1847;  James  S.,  bom  Jan.  15, 
1845;  ^rid  Margaret  Jane,  bom  Nov.  11,  1846,  who 
died  in  1848.  After  his  first  wife's  death  Andrew 
Gailey  was  married,  Jan.  10.  1850,  to  Margaret 
Burns,  by  whom  he  had  two  children :  John  Knox, 
bom  in  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  28,  1850;  and  Agnes 
Annette,  born  in  same  place  Feb.  12,  1854.  who  died 
Jan.  15,  1898.  Andrew  Gailey  lived  on  his  farm 
until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Southfield,  Mich., 
there  settling  on  a  farm  near  the  church  he  so  loved 
and  in  which  for  many  years  he  had  been  deacon. 
Ihere  he  lived  until  his  death.  All  of  the  family 
were  members  of  the  Covenanter  Church.  Mr. 
Gailey  never  entered  politics  but  was  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  temperance,  even  in  his  youth,  when  it  was 


rot  popular.  When  a  boy  he  visited  his  mother's 
old  home  in  Orange  county  where,  after  attending 
the  old  Coldenham  Covenanter  Church,  his  uncle 
asked  him  to  walk  out  to  the  tavern  to  get  a  drink, 
as  all  the  other  men  were  doing.  This  he  refused  to 
do,  telling  his  uncle  that  w'hen  he  left  home  his 
mother  told  him  that  as  he  was  going  to  Coldenham, 
she  hoped  he  would  profit  by  the  good  example  set 
before  him,  but  if  this  was  the  kind  of  example  he 
was  to  have  set  he  was  going  back  to  the  woods. 
The  old  church  still  stands,  and  is  open  for  wor- 
ship, but  the  tavern,  while  still  there,  is  closed.  He 
had  a  kind  heart  for  all  who  were  in  want  or  suffer- 
ing and  his  word  was  as  good  as  his  note. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Jane  ( Smiley )  Gailey  was  bom 
in  Ireland  March  4,  1818,  and  died  in  Sterling,  N. 
Y.,  March  7,  1847.  H!er  father.  James  Smiley,  was 
born  Jan.  3,  1786,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1878. 
Her  mother,  Mary  (Brown)  Smiley,  was  born 
Jan.  5,  1785,  and  died  in  1877.  Mrs.  Gailey  was 
b'-ought  to  this  country  by  her  parents  when  six 
months  old.  from  Strabane,  parish  of  Cams,  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland.  They  first  settled  near  Goshen, 
in  Orange  county,  but  soon  moved  to  Sterling, 
where  they  lived  and  died.  They  had  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son:  Margaret,  bom  March  4,  1818, 
died  March  7,  1847;  Lattishia,  born  Oct.  29,  1820, 
is  still  living;  Mary  A.,  born  Oct.  29,  1822,  died 
some  time  ago;  Robert,  born  April  3,  1825.  is  still 
living;  and  Elizabeth,  bom  Nov.  20,  1828,  is  de- 
ceased. Two  years  after  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smiley  came 
to  America  her  parents,  William  and  Lattishia  (Al- 
len) Brown  followed  their  daughter  to  this  coun- 
try and  died  the  same  year.  They  were  buried  in 
Orange  county,  near  Goshei*,  but  their  remains  have 
since  been  removed  to  Tarrytown,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Burns)  Gailey  was  born  in 
Hamilton,  Scotland,  Jan.  8,  1812,  died  in  Michigan 
in  1895. 

Mar\-  A.  Gailey,  daughter  of  Andrew,  was  born 
in  Sterling,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  1840,  and  moved  to 
Michigan  with  her  father.  On  March  10,  1868, 
she  married  Samuel  Greer  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children :  Clement  Arthur,  bom 
Jan.  30,  1869;  Joseph  Andrew,  Jan.  12,  1871  ;  May 
Margaret,  Oct.  7,  1872 ;  and  Isabel  Torrens,  May 
2,  1875.  ^Irs.  Greer  and  all  the  children  now  live 
in  Connecticut. 

John  Knox  Gailey,  son  of  Andrew,  went  to 
Michigan  with  his  father.  He  spent  a  few-  years 
on  a  farm,  but  not  wishing  to  be  a  farmer  entered 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing.  Mich.,  where 
he  graduated.  He  taught  school  during  the  win- 
ters and  studied  during  the  summers.  Then  he 
studied  medicine  and  entered  the  L'niversity  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  spent  one  year, 
thence  going  to  the  New  York  University,  where 
he  graduated.  After  practicing  two  years  among 
the  copper  mines  in  Isle  Royal.  Mich.,  he  went  to 
Germany  and  spent  one  year  at  \'ienna.  On  his 
rttum  he  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  entered  Har- 
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pen's  Hospital,  where  he  remained  five  years,  since 
which  time  he  has   practiced   medicine  in  Detroit 
and  stands  high  in  his  profession.     He  is  surgeon  at 
Harper's  Hospital  anvj  the  Children's  Free  Hospital, 
and  is  also  physician  to  the  Home  of  the  Friendless 
and  the  Old  Ladies  Home,  all  of  Detroit.    On  Jtme   i 
6,  1893,  Dr.  Gailey  married  Florence  Louese  Bul- 
lock,   daughter    of    Silas     W.     and     Henrietta     S. 
(Sprague)   Bullock,  natives  of  Michigan  and  Ver-   I 
iTiont,  respectively.    They  have  one  son,  John  Knox   j 
Gailey,  Jr.,  born  March  3,  1895.  i 

James  Smiley  Gailey  lived  with  his  parents  on   \ 
a  farm  in  Sterling,   X.  Y.,  until   he  was  nineteen   ; 
years  old,  worked  on  same,  and  attended  the  com-   \ 
mon  school  until  he  was  sixteen.     He  then  spent  1 
two  years  at  Red  Creek  Academy,  in  Wayne  county,   ■ 
N.  Y.,  and  taught  school  two  winters,  after  which   i 
he   left   home,   going  to  Poughkeepsie,   to  H.    G.   i 
Eastman's  Business  College.     After  taking  a  busi-   1 
ness  course  he  started  out  to  do  what  he  could  in 
business  life  in  New  York.  He  secured  a  place  as 
bookkeeper  and  clerked  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  re- 
mained nearly  two  years,  when  the  sickness  of  his    : 
father   called   him  home.     After   moving  with   his    : 
father  to  Southfield,  ^ilich.,  he  settled  once  more  on   | 
a  farm.    There,  on  May  2,  1866,  he  married  Sarah   . 
E.  Barrett.    He  and  his  wife  tired  of  the  farm  after 
a  year  and  started  for  the  city,  going  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where  ^Ir.  Gailey  was  soon  established  as   [ 
receiving  clerk  of  Farrend,  Sheeley  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale druggists.     While  living  in  Detroit  there  was 
born,  Aug.  24,  1869.  their  only  child,  a  daughter.   . 
v'ho  died  Sept.  7.  1869.     After  spending  five  years 
in  Detroit  IVIr.  Gailey  and  his  wife  moved  to  the 
pine  woods  north  of  Bay  City,  ^lich.,  to  a  place  af- 
terward called  Standish,  where  he  took  charge  of   ' 
the  lumbering  operations  of  J.  D.  Standish.  of  De-   ' 
troit.     After  spending  about  four  years  there  Mr.   ! 
Standish    disposed   of   his    interest,    and    with    ]\Ir.    ■ 
Gailey,  under  the  name  of  Standish  &  Co..  opened 
a  wholesale  and  retail  lumber  yard  in  Michigan,  but 
after  two  years  they  sold  out  and  Mr.  Gailey  then 
started  out  to  sell  lumber  on  the  road  for  Henry 
Stephens,  a  large  lumberman  in  central  Michigan. 
After  being  on  the  road  two  years  he  again  longed 
for  home  and  bought  a  farm  at  Grass  Lake.  Mich.. 
where  he  and  his   wife  set  up   farming.     After  a 
six  months'  trial  of  farm  life  his  health  gave  out 
and  he  was  induced  to  return  to  the  road  as  lum- 
ber salesman  for  ^Ir.  Stephens.    After  spending  in 
all  about  five  years  traveling  in  the  Eastern  and 
Western  States  he  finally,  July  i.  1881,  settled  down 
in  Waterbury  as  secretan,-  of  the  Waterbury  Lum- 
ber &  Coal  Co..  which  office  he  held  until  Januarv-. 
1898,  when  he  was  elected  president  of  the  same 
company,  and  he  is  still  serving  as  such.     He  was 
never  active  in  politics,  and  to  some  extent  inde- 
pendent, yet  he  calls  himself  a  Republican  and  usu-  , 
ally  votes  with  that  party.  ' 

Brought  up  and  nurtured   in  the  faith  of  his  : 
forefathers,  Mr.  Gailey  joined  the  Covenanter,  or  ' 


Reformed  Presbyterian,  Church,  of  Sterling.  X. 
Y..  when  seventeen  years  old.  transferring  his  mem- 
bership to  the  same  church  when  he  went  to  Brook- 
lyn and  again  on  his  removal  to  Southfield.  Mich. 
After  their  removal  to  Detroit,  however,  he  and 
his  wife  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  city,  from  there  transferring  to  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  of  Grass  Lake,  and  again  to  the 
Second  Congregational  Church,  of  Waterbury, 
where  they  are  still  members.  L'ntil  the  last  four 
or  five  years  JSIr.  Gailey  has  been  active  in  church 
and  Sundav-school  work,  and  also  a  great  supporter 
of  the  work  of  the  Y.  ^L  C.  A. 

Air.  Gailey  is  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club. 
He  joined  Mattatuck  Council.  X'o.  713,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, of  Waterbury.  :\Iarch  9,  1885  ;  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs,  Dec.  i,  1894;  X'osahogan 
Lodge,  Xo.  21,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Waterbury.  Xov.  3, 
1885 ;  Ansantawae  Encampment,  X'o.  20,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Waterbury.  in  1886;  Winona  Rebekah  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Waterbury.  Sept.  25.  1895:  was 
made  a  Mason  Jan.  11,  1888;  initiated  into  Conti- 
nental Lodge,  Xo.  y6,  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.,  May  14, 
1888;  exalted  ruler  in  Eureka  Chapter,  X'o.  22, 
Waterbury,  X^ov.  25,  1891 ;  Clark  Commandery, 
X'o.  7.  Knights  Templar.  Jan.  i.  1892;  X'aomi  Chap- 
ter, X'o.  23,  Eastern  Star,  Waterbury,-,  April  13, 
1900.  He  was  made  a  thirty-second  degree  IMason 
April,  1901. 

'Sirs.  Sarah  E.  (Barrett")  Gailey,  wife  of  J.  S. 
Gailey,  was  born  in  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.,  June  i, 
1840.  daughter  of  Abraham  Barrett,  who  was  bom 
in  Ulster,  X'.  Y.,  and  died  in  same  place  in  1862. 
Her  mother.  Catherine  Rose,  daughter  of  William 
Rose,  also  born  in  Ulster  county.  X'.  Y.,  died  Jan. 
21.  1855.  Her  ancestors  are  of  Holland-Dutch  de- 
scent, and  at  one  time  were  large  land  owners  on 
the  Hudson.  IVIrs.  Gailey  has  inherited  their  sterl- 
ing character.  Those  who  know  her  well  know  her 
to  be  the  truest  of  friends.  She  has  made  it  a 
life  rule,  when  unable  to  speak  well  of  anyone,  to 
hold  her  peace. 

JOSEPH  E.  HUBIXGER.  The  record  of  a 
busy  life,  a  successful  life,  must  ever  prove  fecund 
in  interest  and  profit  as  scanned  by  the  student  who 
would  learn  of  the  intrinsic  essence  of  individu- 
ality: who  would  attempt  an  analysis  of  character, 
and  trace  back  to  the  fountain  head  the  widely 
diverging  channels  which  mark  the  onward  flow  of 
such  individuality.  All  human  achievement,  all  hu- 
man weal  or  woe.  in  short,  all  things  within  the 
mental  ken,  are  but  mirrored  back  from  the  com- 
posite individuality  of  those  who  have  lived.  "The 
proper  study  of  mankind  is  man,"  says  Pope,  and 
aside  from  this,  in  its  broader  sense,  what  basis 
of  study  or  information  have  we?  The  rapid  de- 
velopment of  all  material  resources  during  the 
years  leading  up  to  the  advent  of  the  glorious 
twentieth  century  has  brought  business  enterprises 
up  from  the  days  of  small  things  to  gigantic  pro- 
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portions,  where  millions  of  dollars  take  the  place 
of  hundreds,  and  where  men  arc  required  to  handle 
such  millions  as  coolly  and  carefully  and  as  success- 
fully as  their  grandfathers  handled  the  hundreds. 
The  entire  history  of  the  world  shows  that  to  grap- 
ple with  all  new  conditions,  to  fill  breaches  in  all 
great  crises,  men  have  been  developed  and  have 
stood  ready  to  assume  new  and  great  responsibil- 
ities, and  have  discharged  the  duties  involved  with 
ability  and  profit.  It  is  ever  the  enterprise  and 
character  of  the  citizen  that  enrich  and  ennoble  the 
commonwealth.  From  individual  enterprise  has 
been  evolved  all  the  splendor  and  importance  of 
our  great  industrial  communities.  America  is  a 
self-made  country,  and  here  is  found  the  highest 
type  of  the  self-made  man.  No  influence  of  birth 
or  fortune  has  favored  the  architects  of  her  glory. 
Amlong  those  who  have  achieved  prominence  as 
men  of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth  are 
the  Hubinger  brothers,  of  New 'Haven,  who  now 
control  an  industry  of  magnificent  scope  and  im- 
portance, which  they  have  developed  from  the  most 
modest  inceprtion,  gaining  standing  among  the  in- 
fluential men  of  the  industrial  world.  For  ail  they 
have  accomplished  in  the  face  of  seemingly  in- 
superable obstacles  and  against  odds  that  would 
have  baffled  the  courage  and  determination  of  the 
average  man,  they  merit  the  maximum  of  credit 
and  praise,  while  their  course  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  has  been  such  as  to  retain  for  them  the  utmost 
confidence  and  esteem.  They  have  wrought  along 
the  lines  of  the  greatest  good,  have  observed  the 
most  strenuous  ethics  of  business  life,  and  have 
gained  an  unassailable  reputation  in  the  great  field 
of  manufacturing  enterprise,  their  products  and 
name  being  familiarly  known  in  all  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  history  of  mankind  is  replete  with  il- 
lustrations of  the  fact  that  it  is  only  under  the 
pressure  of  adversity  and  the  stimulus  of  opposi- 
tion that  the  best  and  strongest  potentials  of  the 
individual  are  brought  out,  making  the  life  prolific 
in  fullest  measure.  It  is  a  far  cry  from  peddling 
the  product  of  a  modest  little  factory  about  the 
streets  of  a  city  from  a  handcart  to  the  manipulation 
of  an  enterprise  involving  the  transaction  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars'  worth  of  business  annually,  and 
yet  this  is  what  the  course  of  a  few  years,  com- 
paratively, has  brought  about  in  the  careers  of  the 
Hubinger  brothers.  If  anything  can  inspire  the 
youth  of  our  country  to  persistent,  honest  and  laud- 
able effort  it  should  be  such  life  records  as  the  one 
which  we  are  now  permitted  to  touch. 

For  a  generation  the  name  of  Hubinger  has 
been  one  of  distinct  prominence  in  New  Haven, 
where  the  brothers  have  achieved  an  almost  phe- 
nomenal success  in  the  industrial  world,  the  time 
element  being  considered.  Theirs  has  been  a 
straightforward'  and  legitimate  business  undertak- 
ing, and  the  name  which  thev  bear  has  ever  stood 
for  the  highest  honor  and  integrity,  while  the  prod- 
uct of  their  great   factories  has  become  probably 


as  well  known  as  any  other  household  commodity 
which  has  ever  been  placed  on  the  market  in  the 
United  States.  Elsewhere  in  this  work  individual 
mention  is  made  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Nicholas  \V.  Hubinger,  and  to  the  same  it  will 
be  proper  to  refer  in  this  connection,  as  the  two 
narratives  will  be  found  to  be  closely  interwoven, 
the  one  complementing  the  other. 

In  the  year  1880  the  three  Hubinger  brothers, 
John  C,  Nicholas  \V.  and  Joseph  E.,  founded  the 
Elastic  Starch  Co.  in  New  Flaven,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  C.  Hubinger  &  Brothers,  and  this  as- 
sociation remained  thus  until  June,  1899,  when  J. 
C.  Hubinger's  interests  were  accumulated  by  his 
two  brothers  and  the  business  was  reorganized  and 
incorporated,  imder  the  title  of  the  J.  C.  Hubinger 
Brothers  Co.,  of  which  Nicholas  W.  is  president 
and  Joseph  E.  secretary  and  treasurer.  It  may  be 
said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  Hubin- 
ger' brothers  were  the  originators  and  first  manu- 
facturers of  elastic  starch,  and  the  product  bear- 
ing their  name  has  always  maintained  its  precedence 
over  others  of  imitative  order,  and  has  always  main- 
tained its  priority  in  a  class  by  itself,  its  superiority 
being  unmistakable,  and  the  demand  for  the  same 
being  steady  and  cumulative  in  character.  This 
firm,  while  now  the  foremost  of  its  kind  in  Amer- 
ica, had  its  inception  under  circumstances  that  of- 
fered very  slight  earnest  of  the  magnificent  future 
of  the  industry  involved.  The  enterprise  was  born 
in  all  modesty  and  the  early  difficulties  and  strug- 
gles encountered  seem  almost  like  a  romance  when 
we  take  cognizance  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
brothers  to-day  and  the  magnificent  scope  of  their 
business.  While  the  promoters  had  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  value  of  their  product,  they  wrought 
out  their  success  through  energy,  consecutive  ap- 
plication and  direction  of  every  available  means 
to  the  securing  of  the  desired  ends.  That  they  have 
reaped  nothing  more  than  a  just  reward  for  their 
earnest  and  indefatigable  efforts  is  the  verdict  pro- 
nounced by  all  who  have  been  familiar  with  the 
history  of  their  enterprise.  Had  the  brothers  been 
men  of  but  the  average  persistency  and  determina- 
tion, or  of  but  average  business  acumen,  they  would 
have  abandoned  the  business  which  has  brought 
them  not  only  great  wealth  but  also  a  national  rep- 
utation, placing  them  in  the  very  foremost  ranks 
of  the  successful  manufacturers  of  New  England. 

The  Hubinger  brothers  are  sons  of  John  F.  and 
Catharine  fGirard)  Hubinger,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  the  latter  in  Metz.  France.  They  were  reared 
to  lives  of  frugality,  and  that  in  their  characters 
abide  those  deep  attributes  of  integrity  and  inflex- 
ible honesty  of  purpose  that  make  for  strong  man- 
hood and  noble  womanliood  cannot  be  doubted  by 
anyone  who  has  known  them  at  any  period  in  their 
lives.  They  are  of  the  stern  stuff  which  stands 
for  true  values  in  life,  and  it  is  fitting  that  their 
sons,   deeply   appreciative   of   their    sterling   worth 
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portions,  where  millions  of  dollars  take  the  place 
of  hundreds,  and  where  men  are  required  to  liandle 
such  millions  as  coolly  and  carefully  and  as  success- 
fully as  their  grandfathers  handled  the  hundreds. 
The  entire  history  of  the  world  shows  that  to  grap- 
ple with  all  new  conditions,  to  fill  breaches  in  all 
great  crises,  men  have  been  developed  and  have 
stood  ready  to  assume  new  and  great  responsibil- 
ities, and  have  discharged  the  duties  involved  with 
ability  and  profit.  It  is  ever  the  enterprise  and 
character  of  the  citizen  that  enrich  and  ennoble  the 
commonwealth.  From  individual  enterprise  has 
been  evolved  all  the  splendor  and  importance  of 
our  great  industrial  communities.  America  is  a 
self-made  country,  and  here  is  found  the  highest 
type  of  the  self-made  man.  No  influence  of  birth 
or  fortune  has  favored  the  architects  of  her  glory. 
Amlong  those  who  have  achieved  prominence  as 
men  of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth  are 
the  Hubinger  brothers,  of  New 'Haven,  who  now 
control  an  industry  of  magnificent  scope  and  im- 
portance, which  they  have  developed  from  the  most 
modest  inception,  gaining  standing  among  the  in- 
fluential men  of  the  industrial  world.  For  all  they 
have  accomplished  in  the  face  of  seemingly  in- 
superable obstacles  and  against  odds  that  would 
have  baffled  the  courage  and  determination  of  the 
average  man,  they  merit  the  maximum  of  credit 
and  praise,  while  their  course  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  has  been  such  as  to  retain  for  them  the  utmost 
confidence  and  esteem.  They  have  wrought  along 
the  lines  of  the  greatest  good,  have  observed  the 
most  strenuous  ethics  of  business  life,  and  have 
gained  an  unassailable  reputation  in  the  great  field 
of  manufacturing  enterprise,  their  products  and 
name  being  familiarly  known  in  all  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  history  of  mankind  is  replete  with  il- 
lustrations of  the  fact  that  it  is  only  under  the 
pressure  of  adversity  and  the  stimulus  of  opposi- 
tion that  the  best  and  strongest  potentials  of  the 
individual  are  brought  out,  making  the  life  prolific 
in  fullest  measure.  It  is  a  far  cry  from  peddling 
the  product  of  a  modest  little  factory  about  the 
streets  of  a  city  from  a  handcart  to  the  manipulation 
of  an  enterprise  involving  the  transaction  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars'  worth  of  business  annually,  and 
yet  this  is  what  the  course  of  a  few  years,  com- 
paratively, has  brought  about  in  the  careers  of  the 
Hubinger  brothers.  If  anything  can  inspire  the 
youth  of  our  country  to  persistent,  honest  and  laud- 
able effort  it  should  be  such  life  records  as  the  one 
which  we  are  now  permitted  to  touch. 

For  a  generation  the  name  of  Hubinger  has 
been  one  of  distinct  prominence  in  New  Haven, 
where  the  brothers  have  achieved  an  almost  phe- 
nomenal success  in  the  industrial  world,  the  time 
element  being  considered.  Theirs  has  been  a 
straightforward'  and  legritimate  business  undertak- 
ing, and  the  name  which  they  bear  has  ever  stood 
for  the  highest  honor  and  integrity,  while  the  prod- 
uct of  their  great   factories  has  become  probably 


as  well  known  as  any  other  household  commodity 
which  has  ever  been  placed  on  the  market  in  the 
United  States.  Elsewhere  in  this  work  individual 
mention  is  made  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Nicholas  W.  Hubinger,  and  to  the  same  it  will 
be  proper  to  refer  in  this  connection,  as  the  two 
narratives  will  be  found  to  be  closely  interwoven, 
the  one  complementing  the  other. 

In  the  year  1880  the  three  Hubinger  brothers, 
John  C,  Nicholas  W.  and  Joseph  E.,  founded  the 
Elastic  Starch  Co.  in  New  Haven,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  C.  Hubinger  &  Brothers,  and  this  as- 
sociation remained  thus  until  June,   1899,  when  J. 
C.   Hubinger's   interests   were   accumulated  by   his 
two  brothers  and  the  business  was  reorganized  and 
incorporated,  under  the  title  of  the  J.  C.  Hubinger 
Brothers   Co.,  of  which   Nicholas   W.   is  president 
and  Joseph  E.  secretary  and  treasurer.     It  may  be 
said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  Hubin- 
ger brothers  were  the  originators  and  first  manu- 
facturers of  elastic  starch,  and  the  product  bear- 
ing their  name  has  always  maintained  its  precedence 
over  others  of  imitative  order,  and  has  always  main- 
tained its  priority  in  a  class  by  itself,  its  superiority 
being  unmistakable,  and  the  demand  for  the  same 
being  steady  and  cumulative   in  character.     This 
firm,  while  now  the  foremost  of  its  kind  in  Amer- 
ica, had  its  inception  under  circumstances  that  of- 
fered very  slight  earnest  of  the  magnificent  future 
of  the  industry  involved.     The  enterprise  was  born 
in  all  modesty  and  the  early  difficulties  and  strug- 
gles encountered  seem  almost  like  a  romance  when 
we  take  cognizance  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
brothers  to-day  and  the  magnificent  scope  of  their 
business.     While  the  promoters   had   implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  value  of  their  product,  they  wrought 
out  their  success  through  energy,  consecutive  ap- 
plication   and    direction   of   every   available    means 
to  the  securing  of  the  desired  ends.    That  they  have 
reaped  nothing  more  than  a  just  reward  for  their 
earnest  and  indefatigable  efforts  is  the  verdict  pro- 
nounced  by  all   who  have  been   familiar  with  the 
history  of  their  enterprise.     Had  the  brothers  been 
men  of  but  the  average  persistency  and  determina- 
tion, or  of  but  average  business  acumen,  they  would 
have   abandoned   the   business    which   has   brought 
them  not  only  great  wealth  but  also  a  national  rep- 
!  utation,  placing  them   in  the  very  foremost  ranks 
of  the  successful  manufacturers  of  New  England. 
I         The  Hubinger  brothers  are  sons  of  John  F.  and 
I  Catharine  (Girard)  Hubinger,  the  former  of  whom 
I  was  born   in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria.   Germany. 
I  and  the  latter  in  Metz.  France.     They  were  reared 
!  to  lives  of  frugality,  and  that  in  their  characters 
I  abide  those  deep  attributes  of  integrity  and  inflex- 
i  ible  honesty  of  purpose  that  make  for  strong  man- 
hood and  noble  womanhood  cannot  be  doubted  by 
anyone  who  has  known  them  at  any  period  in  their 
lives.     They  are  of   the   stern   stuff  which   stands 
for  true  values  in  life,  and  it  is  fitting  that  their 
sons,   deeply  appreciative   of  their   sterling  worth 
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portions,  where  millions  of  dollars  take  the  place 
of  hundreds,  and  where  men  are  required  to  handle 
such  millions  as  coolly  and  carefully  and  as  success- 
fully as  their  grandfathers  handled  the  hundreds. 
The  entire  history  of  the  world  shows  that  to  grap- 
ple with  all  new  conditions,  to  till  breaches  in  all 
great  crises,  men  have  been  developed  and  have 
stood  ready  to  assume  new  and  great  responsibil- 
ities, and  have  discharged  the  duties  involved  with 
ability  and  profit.  It  is  ever  the  enterprise  and 
character  of  the  citizen  that  enrich  and  ennoble  the 
commonwealth.  Fro;n  individual  enterprise  has 
been  evolved  all  the  splendor  and  importance  of 
our  great  industrial  communities.  America  is  a 
self-made  country,  and  here  is  found  the  highest 
type  of  the  self-made  man.  Xo  influence  of  birth 
or  fortune  has  favored  the  architects  of  her  glory. 
Amlong  those  who  have  achieved  prominence  as 
men  of  marked  ability  and  substantial  worth  are 
the  Hubinger  brothers,  of  New' Haven,  who  now 
control  an  industry  of  magnificent  scope  and  im- 
portance, which  they  have  developed  from  the  most 
modest  inception,  gaining  standing  among  the  in- 
fluential men  of  the  industrial  world.  For  all  they 
have  accomplished  in  the  face  of  seemingly  in- 
superable obstacles  and  against  odds  that  would 
have  baffled  the  courage  and  determination  of  the 
average  man,  they  merit  the  maximum  of  credit 
and  praise,  while  their  course  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  has  been  such  as  to  retain  for  them  the  utmost 
confidence  and  esteem.  They  have  wrought  along 
the  lines  of  the  greatest  good,  have  observed  the 
most  strenuous  ethics  of  business  life,  and  have 
gained  an  unassailable  reputation  in  the  great  field 
of  manufacturing  enterprise,  their  products  and 
name  being  familiarly  known  in  all  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  history  of  mankind  is  replete  with  il- 
lustrations of  the  fact  that  it  is  only  under  the 
pressure  of  adversity  and  the  stimulus  of  opposi- 
tion that  the  best  and  strongest  potentials  of  the 
individual  are  brought  out,  making  the  life  prolific 
in  fullest  measure.  It  is  a  far  cry  from  peddling 
the  product  of  a  modest  little  factory  about  the 
streets  of  a  city  from  a  handcart  to  the  manipulation 
of  an  enterprise  involving  the  transaction  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars'  worth  of  business  annually,  and 
yet  this  is  what  the  course  of  a  few  years,  com- 
paratively, has  brought  about  in  the  careers  of  the 
Hubinger  brothers.  If  anything  can  inspire  the 
youth  of  our  country  to  persistent,  honest  and  laud- 
able eiTort  it  should  be  such  life  records  as  the  one 
which  we  are  now  permitted  to  touch. 

For  a  generation  the  name  of  Hubinger  has 
been  one  of  distinct  prominence  in  New  Haven, 
where  the  brothers  have  achieved  an  almost  phe- 
nomenal success  in  the  industrial  world,  the  time 
element  being  considered.  Theirs  has  been  a 
straightforward'  and  legitimate  business  undertak- 
ing, and  the  name  which  they  bear  has  ever  stood 
for  the  highest  honor  and  integrity,  while  the  prod- 
uct of  their  great  factories  has  become  probably 


as  well  known  as  any  other  household  commodity 
which  has  ever  been  placed  on  the  market  in  the 
United  States.  Elsewhere  in  this  work  individual 
mention  is  made  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Nicholas  \V.  Hubinger,  and  to  the  same  it  will 
be  proper  to  refer  in  this  connection,  as  the  two 
narratives  will  be  found  to  be  closely  interwoven, 
the  one  complementing  the  other. 

In  the  year  1880  the  three  Hubinger  brothers, 
John  C,  Nicholas  \V.  and  Joseph  E.,  founded  the 
Elastic  Starch  Co.  in  New  Haven,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  C.  Hubinger  &  Brothers,  and  this  as- 
sociation remained  thus  until  June,  1899,  when  J. 
C.  Hubinger's  interests  were  accumulated  by  his 
two  brothers  and  the  business  was  reorganized  and 
incorporated,  under  the  title  of  the  J.  C.  Hubinger 
Brothers  Co.,  of  which  Nicholas  W.  is  president 
and  Joseph  E.  secretary  and  treasurer.  It  may  be 
said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  the  Hubin- 
ger brothers  were  the  originators  and  first  manu- 
facturers of  elastic  starch,  and  the  product  bear- 
ing their  name  has  always  maintained  its  precedence 
over  others  of  imitative  order,  and  has  always  main- 
tained its  priority  in  a  class  by  itself,  its  superiority 
being  unmistakable,  and  the  demand  for  the  same 
being  steady  and  cumulative  in  character.  This 
firm,  while  now  the  foremost  of  its  kind  in  Amer- 
ica, had  its  inception  under  circumstances  that  of- 
fered very  slight  earnest  of  the  magnificent  future 
of  the  industry  involved.  The  enterprise  was  born 
in  all  modesty  and  the  early  difficulties  and  strug- 
gles encountered  seem  almost  like  a  romance  when 
we  take  cognizance  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
brothers  to-day  and  the  magnificent  scope  of  their 
business.  While  the  promoters  had  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  value  of  their  product,  they  wrought 
out  their  success  through  energy-,  consecutive  ap- 
plication and  direction  of  every  available  means 
to  the  securing  of  the  desired  ends.  That  they  have 
reaped  nothing  more  than  a  just  reward  for  their 
earnest  and  indefatigable  efforts  is  the  verdict  pro- 
nounced by  all  who  have  been  familiar  with  the 
history  of  their  enterprise.  Had  the  brothers  been 
men  of  but  the  average  persistency  and  determina- 
tion, or  of  but  average  business  acurrben,  they  would 
have  abandoned  the  business  which  has  brought 
them  not  only  great  wealth  but  also  a  national  rep- 
utation, placing  them  in  the  very  foremost  ranks 
of  the  successful  manufacturers  of  New  England. 

The  Hubinger  brothers  are  sons  of  John  F.  and 
Catharine  (Girard)  Hubinger,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria.  Germany, 
and  the  latter  in  Metz.  France.  They  were  reared 
to  lives  of  frugality,  and  that  in  their  characters 
abide  those  deep  attributes  of  integrity  and  inflex- 
ible honesty  of  purpose  that  make  for  strong  man- 
hood and  noble  womanhood  cannot  be  doubted  by 
anyone  who  has  known  them  at  any  period  in  their 
lives.  They  are  of  the  stern  stuff  which  stands 
for  true  values  in  life,  and  it  is  fitting  that  their 
sons,   deeply  appreciative   of   their   sterling  worth 
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and  of  all  the  fostering  influences  which  emanated 
from  them  during  their  childhood  days,  should 
yield  to  them  so  deep  a  solicitude  and  veneration 
as  they  begin  to  pass  onward  to  where  the  sunset 
gates  of  life  open  wide  in  the  crimson  west.  The 
venerable  and  devoted  couple  now  maintain  their 
home  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where,  in  December.  1900, 
they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary, 
surrounded  by  their  children  and  by  a  goodly  com- 
pany of  warm  and  cherished  friends.  That  city  is 
likewise  the  home  of  their  son,  John  C.  Hubinger, 
formerly  a  member  of  the  firm  in  New  Haven,  who 
is  known  as  one  of  Keokuk's  most  prominent  citi- 
zens and  influential  business  men.  John  F.  Hubin- 
ger is  a  worthy  type  of  the  thrifty,  intelligent,  in- 
dustrious German  element  which  has  ever  repre- 
sented a  most  valuable  constituent  in  the  civic  life 
of  our  great  American  republic,  for  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  nation  has  gained  much  and  lost 
nothing  through  the  incorporation  of  this  virile 
and  strength-giving  element,  standing  for  profound 
judgment,  inflexible  integrity  and  the  truest  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Mr.  Hubinger  was  for  a 
number  of  years  identified  with  mercantile  pursuits. 
and  at  one  time  successfully  conducted  a  brewing 
business  in  Ripley,  Ohio.  Through  exigencies 
which  were  beyond  his  guidance  or  control  he  met 
with  financial  reverses,  the  result  being  that  his 
sons  were  constrained  to  assume  personal  respon- 
sibilities early  in  life,  and  to  become  reliant  upon 
their  own  resources.  Theirs  was  the  legacy  of  that 
liberal  endowment  of  pluck  and  f>ersistency  without 
which  no  definite  and  worthy  success  in  life  is  pos- 
sible of  attainment,  and  in  view  of  the  develop- 
ments of  the  years  past  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
that  the  reverses  of  the  father  proved  the  making 
of  the  sons,  since  necessity  prompted  them  to 
the  fullest  exercise  of  their  powers  and  abilities 
and  lifted  them  high  above  the  plane  of  mediocrity, 
revealing  the  resplendent  virtues  of  self-respecting, 
potent  and  exalted  manhood,  and  resulting  in  lives 
of  most  prolific  and  beneficent  order,  the  public 
good  being  enhanced  ttirough  their  private  enter- 
prise. The  venerable  parents  share  the  comforts 
and  luxuries  which  wealth  grants,  and  their  sons 
find  particular  satisfaction  in  providing  them  with 
every  possible  accessory  which  will  brighten  their 
declining  days  with  the  evidences  of  love  and  ap- 
preciation, though,  mindful  of  the  frugality  of  their 
early  days,  they  sometimes  are  led  to  gently  pro- 
test against  what  seems  to  them  a  prodigality  shown 
by  their  sons  in  thus  providing  for  their  welfare. 
The  attitude  is  one  which  is  most  grateful  to  note 
in  this  connection,  and  offers  assurance  that  the 
sons  have  never  been  unmindful  of  the  teachings 
and  worthy  example  of  their  venerable  parents, 
and  that  they  appreciate  the  true  values  in  life  and 
the  responsibilities  which  wealth  involves,  while 
they  have  an  intrinsic  loyalty  to  self  that  holds  them 
aside  from  ostentatious  personal  exhibitions  and  to 
show  a  detestation  of  the  pretentious  show  affected 


1  by   many   who   have   acfjuired   great   wealth    in   so 
[  brief  an  interval  of  time. 

To  render  in  detail  the  history  of  the  inchoation 
!  and  rise  of  the  now  immense  industrial  enterprise 
j  conducted  by  the  J.  C.  Hubinger  Brothers  Co. 
would  far  transcend  the  prescribed  limitations  of 
!  a  publication  of  this  nature,  and  still  consistency 
I  demands  that  an  epitome  of  this  history  be  in- 
!  corporated,  for  it  bears  both  lesson  and  incentive 
[  as  involving  strenuous  insistency  of  purpose  and 
I  consecutive  application  of  great  energies  and  abil- 
I  ities  until  the  mark  of  so  high  a  success  has  been  at- 
i  tained.  Starting  in  so  modest  and  unpretentious  a 
way.  no  concern  in  Xew  Haven  has  had  a  more 
I  herculean  struggle  in  the  securing  of  a  definite  foot- 
I  hold :  no  such  demonstration  of  pluck  and  deter- 
j  minate  effort ;  and  no  such  rapid  rise  from  the  point 
j  of  the  most  meagre  facilities  and  accessories  to  a 
j  position  at  the  forefront  of  the  ranks  of  commercial 
I  enterprise.  The  present  generation  has  witnessed 
j  the  wonderful  transition,  and  who  can  doubt  that 
I  there  has  been  a  lesson  in  the  great  prosperity  which 
I  ii  represents?  To  one  thinking  of  the  concern  tc^ 
I  day  and  realizing  that  the  transactions  now  involve 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  the  thought  must  come 
I  that  here  has  been  brought  to  bear  a  wonderful 
I  energy,  a  transcendent  executive  and  administrative 
ability,  and  a  singleness  of  purpose  which  had  no 
cognizance  of  the  word  failure. 

The  idea  of  an  elastic  starch  was  suggested  to 
the  Hubinger  brothers  while  they  were  acting  as 
salesmen  for  the  old-fashioned  kind  of  starch.  The 
housewives,  ever  the  best  judges  of  domestic  econ- 
omies, entered  frequent  complaints  to  the  effect 
that  the  starch  would  stick  to  the  irons,  and  with  a 
view  of  remedying  this  difiiculty  the  idea  of  an 
elastic  starch  was  conceived.  After  careful  and 
well  directed  experimentation  an  article  was  pro- 
duced which  effectually  obviated  the  trouble  thus 
made  the  subject  of  complaint.  "  Lack  of  capital, 
and  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  distinctive  innovation,  constituted  a 
problem  and  a  handicap  which  would  have  dis- 
couraged men  of  less  determination  and  persistency, 
and  the  early  difficulties  experienced  by  the  broth- 
ers in  the  establishing  of  their  business  upon  a 
profitable  basis  can  scarcely  be  imagined  by  those 
not  familiar  with  the  inception  of  the  business. 
They  were  practically  strangers  in  Xew  Haven, 
therefore  their  credit  had  not  yet  been  established, 
and  among  the  incidents  of  their  early  struggle, 
amusing  in  a  retrospective  way.  was  that  involved 
in  their  being  refused  credit  for  a  barrel  of  starch, 
worth  less  than  four  dollars,  this  small  sum  being 
later  raised  only  by  strenuous  effort,  while  they 
were  also  obliged  to  pay  on  delivery  for  the  paste- 
board containers  in  which  was  placed  their  manu- 
factured product.  Their  difticukies  but  served  to 
increase  their  determination  and  augment  their  en- 
ergies, and  the  eventual  reward  was  not  denied 
them  in  the  controlling  of  a  business  which  is  of 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


335 


great  importance  as  bearing  upon  the  industrial 
life  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  where  they  are 
known  and  honored  for  their  sterHng  worth  of 
character  and  their  high  standing  in  the  commercial 
world.  In  the  early  days  dealers  refused  to  handle 
their  goods  while  they  were  still  in  the  experimental 
stage,  and  their  first  customers  were  secured  by  a 
house  to  house  canvass,  in  which  they  personally 
took  part,  and  in  which  connection  they  were  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  demonstrate  the  efficacy  and 
superiority  of  their  starch.  One  secret  of  their  suc- 
cess has  been  that  they  have  never  been  afraid  to 
work,  and  that  they  have  always  maintained  the 
same  deep  appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  honest 
labor  in  whatever  form,  lacking  in  their  composi- 
tion any  element  of  snobbishness  or  false  pride.  Xo 
part  of  the  details  of  their  business  was  too  un- 
pleasant or  too  difficult  for  them  to  personally  un- 
dertake, and  through  all  the  years  of  magnilicent 
growth  they  have  thus  retained  the  confidence  and 
respect  ot  their  large  corps  of  employes,  who  re- 
alize that  the  mark  of  appreciation  is  placed  on 
character  and  faithful  service,  which  command  the 
respect,  in  turn,  of  the  generous  employers. 

Many  who  watched  the  early  struggles  of  the 
Hubinger  brothers  predicted  failure,  but  few  prob- 
ably felt  that  any  distinctive  success  would  crown 
their  efforts,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  anyone, 
not  even  excepting  the  brothers  themselves,  ever 
thought  the  future  had  in  store  the  magnificent 
prosperity  which  it  records.  The  reward,  however, 
is  on  every  hand  considered  not  the  less  in  justice 
due.  The  business  soon  began  to  expand  in  scope 
and  importance,  the  products  of  the  little  factory 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  best  judges  of  a 
household  utility,  the  housewives  themselves,  as  has 
been  previously  noted,  and  the  merits  of  the  elastic 
starch  did  not  long  fail  of  recognition.  Xot^vith- 
standing  the  unmistakable  superiority  of  the  prod- 
uct, its  introduction  and  the  expansion  of  the  en- 
terprise to  the  point  of  defirvite  success  called  for 
the  exercise  of  rare  business  acumen,  and  in  the 
administration  of  a  business  of  so  great  magnitude 
there  have  been  demanded  individual  powers  of 
transcendent  quality,  as  is  evident  from  even  a 
cursory  glance.  That  the  brothers  have  been  equal 
to  every  problem  presented  in  a  technical  or  ex- 
ecutive way  bespeaks  the  possession  of  the  powers 
demanded,  and  places  them  in  the  ranks  of  those 
great  spirits  who  have  made  the  nation  famous 
for  its  magnificent  industrial  accomplishments. 
The  Hubinger  brothers  have  made  the  starch  busi- 
ness their  vocation  in  life,  devoting  their  energies 
to  the  development  of  a  great  enterprise,  and  some 
years  after  the  establishment  of  the  original  factory 
in  New  Haven  thev  also  erected  a  large  factory  at 
Keokuk,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  their  ever 
increasing  business  through  the  West,  and  this  por- 
tion of  the  property  was  likewise  retained  by  the 
J.  C.  Hubinger  Oothers  Co.  upon  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  business,  in  June,  1899.     The  business 


assuredly,  at  its  inception,  came  under  the  categor- 
ical list  of  '"infant  industries,"  but  it  soon  leaped 
forward  from  its  'Swaddling  cli>thes  to  the  vigor  and 
pretentiousness  of  sturdy  manhood  and  has  grown 
to  immense  proportions,  Wnh  in  the  East  and  the 
West,  involving  the  disposition  of  more  than  twen- 
ty-five million  packages  of  the  elastic  starch  an- 
nually, while  their  transactions  in  this  and  other 
lints  reach  an  annual  aggregate  of  several  millions 
of  dollars.  Success  of  this  magnitude  has  not 
seemed  to  change  those  to  whom  it  has  fallen.  The 
same  democratic  attitude  is  in  evidence  in  their  in- 
tercourse with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  and 
they  never  seem  to  wish  to  give  any  p>ersonal  man- 
ifestation of  the  possession  of  great  wealth  save 
through  normal  lines  of  unostentatious  expenditure 
and  the  providing  of  their  families  with  those  ele- 
gant and  refined  surroundings  which  affluence  ever 
justifies. 

We  shall  now  enter  somewhat  into  detail  con- 
cerning the  personal  career  of  Joseph  E.  Hubin- 
ger, whose  name  initiates  this  review.  He  is  a 
native  of  I^Iadison,  Ind.,  born  Feb.  1,  1858.  Wlien 
he  was  still  a  boy  his  parents  removed  thence  to 
Ohio,  and  his  educational  advantages,  while  not 
of  collegiate  order,  were  of  excellent  character,  and 
through  them  he  laid  a  proper  foundation  for  the 
superstructure  of  wide  information  which  has  come 
to  him  through  association  with  men  and  afi'airs, 
through  reading,  and  through  the  refined  condi- 
tions and  accessories  which  are  comfpassed  by 
wealth.  His  inheritance  of  a  sturdy  physical  con- 
stitution, definite  energy  and  power  of  application 
has  likewise  been  an  element  conserving  his  success 
in  connection  with  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  he 
early  displayed  that  marked  pragmatic  and  execu- 
tive ability  which  has  been  characteristic  of  those 
bearing  the  name  of  Hubinger.  He  entered  upon 
an  active  business  career  in  his  youth,  and  in  the 
year  1880  came  to  Xew  Haven,  where  his  two  elder 
brothers,  John  C.  and  Xicholas  W..  had  preceded 
him.  He  was  associated  with  them  in  the  founding 
of  the  elastic  starch  business,  and  his  identification 
with  the  enterprise  has  thus  been  consecutive  from 
the  time  of  its  inception.  He  has  contributed  a 
due  quota  to  the  magnificent  success  of  the  great  en- 
terprise, while  in  his  general  make-up  and  char- 
acteristics he  is  not  unlike  his  brothers,  the  hon- 
ored name  being  honored  the  more  by  their  lives 
and  services.  He  is  wide-awake,  progressive,  and 
quick  to  grasp  and  pass  judgment  on  a  business 
proposition,  and  in  every  line  of  thought  and  action 
he  has  shown  himself  to  be  animated  by  a  spirit  of 
fairness  and  unequivocal  integrity,  being  strong  in 
his  convictions,  but  not  intolerant:  always  firm  in 
defense  of  right,  but  having  no  room  in  his  heart 
for  revenge ;  while  flattery  is  impotent  to  cajole 
him  into  compromise,  or  power  to  awe  him  into 
silence,  his  motto  being  practicallv  "to  live  and  let 
live."  Much  to  his  credit  as  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, it  may  be  said  that  he  erected  and  owns  the 
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fine  Hubinger  block  in  Chapel  street,  New  Haven, 
one  of  the  most  attractive  modern  business  and 
office  structures  in  the  city,  its  erection  having  done 
much  to  stimulate  modern  practices  in  the  method 
of  constructing  local  blocks  tor  such  purposes,  thus 
adding  groatl}-  to  the  attractions  of  the  city  and 
to  safety  and  the  use  of  the  best  facilities.  Though 
always  true  to  the  duties  of  citizenship,  Mr.  Hubin- 
ger is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  for  official  pre- 
ferment, but  rather  avows  a  distinct  aversion  to  all 
that  smacks  of  public  notoriety.  He  has  been  re- 
peatedly urged  to  accept  office  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, but  has  uniformly  declined.  For  one 
term  he  made  an  exception  to  his  rule  in  this  re- 
gard and  served  on  the  police  board,  with  much 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  uniform  satisfaction 
of  the  city.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  fraternally  he  is  identified 
with  the  ancient  craft,  capitular,  cryptic  and  chivalric 
bodies  of  Freemasonry,  being  a  member  of  Wor- 
cester Lodge,  F.  &  A.  AI. ;  Franklin  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M. ;  Harmony  Council,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  and  New 
Haven  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  while  he  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  in 
his  home  city.  Mr.  Hubinger  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  New  Haven  County  Bank  and  a 
member  of  its  directorate. 

Like  his  brother,  Nicholas  W.,  Mr.  Hubinger 
is  a  great  fancier  of  high-bred  horses  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  gentlemen  horse-owners  on  the 
trotting  turf  to-day.  Flis  stables  are  extensive,  and 
m  them  have  been  found  at  various  times  some 
of  the  fleetest  and  best-bred  individuals  on  the 
trotting  turf.  From  this  noble  sport  he  derives 
a  great  am.ount  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  his 
means"  enabling  him  to  indulge  the  propensity  to 
the  fullest  limit.  He  is  also  fond  of  the  sports 
afield,  and  makes  many  interesting  excursions  with 
rod  and  gun,  his  home  containing  a  large  number 
of  fine  trophies  brought  down  with  his  rifle  and 
properly  given  over  to  the  taxidermist.  His  steam 
yacht,  the  "Sea  Bird,"  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
palatial  water  crafts  of  this  t\"pe  owned  in  New 
Haven.  His  purely  democratic  ways,  his  liberahty 
to  any  worthy  cause,  his  genial  disposition,  and 
his  sterling  manhood,  have  gained  ]\Ir.  Hubinger 
a  host  of  friends,  and  he  would  be  called  to  serve 
in  positions  of  official  nature  were  not  his  tastes 
averse  to  acceptance,  though  his  interposition  could 
not  fail  to  be  of  definite  value. 

Mr.  Hubinger's  beautiful  home  is  maintained 
in  harmony  with  his  financial  position  and  is  one 
of  the  most  spacious  and  attractive  in  New  Haven, 
widely  known  as  a  city  of  beautiful  homes.  The 
residence  contains  features  which  place  it  in  a  class 
by  itself,  so  far  as  being  unique  and  original  is 
concerned.  Here  may  be  found  specimens  of  the 
best  lines  of  art  production,  both  of  the  old  mas- 
ters and  the  modern  schools,  while  the  graceful 
attractions  of  music  and  beautiful  surroundings 
make  the  home  one  of  ideal  character;  the  house 


j  has  for  the  most  part  been  arranged  with  marked 

I  taste  and  skill,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Hubin- 

;  ger.     Included  in  the  scheme  is  a  most  attractive 

I  "den"  provided  for  Mr.  Hubinger's  individual  use, 

I  which   with   its   wealth  of  mteresting  objets  d'art, 

paintings,  bric-a-brac,  trophies  of  the  chase,  etc.,  is 

I   well    worth    a    visit    and   careful    and    appreciative 

I  inspection,  the  equipment  of  this  one  room  involv- 

1  ing  the  expenditure  of  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

,   In  his  every-day  life  our  fubject  is  easily  approach- 

I  able  and  ever  courteous,  and,  notwithstanding  the 

!   insistent  demands  made  on  his  time  and  attention 

j   by  his  great  business  interests  and  his  various  meth- 

]  ods  of  proper  recreation,  he  never  fails  to  have  a 

cheerful  word  for  his  many  friends,  and  is  willing 

to  grasp  the  hand  of  any  honest  man  in  whatever 

position  he  is  placed.     The  Hubinger  brothers  are 

of  the  true  American  type,  and  more  than  this  need 

scarcely  be  said. 

On  June  8,  1887,  Mr.  Hubinger  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mamie  F.  Morrell,  a  daughter 
of  Edwin  and  Amanda  Morrell,  of  Portland, 
Maine,  and  they  have  two  children,  Rene  G.  and 
Joseph  E.,  Jr.  iSIrs.  Hubinger  presides  with 
gracious  manner  over  the  beautiful  home,  where  the 
refined  amenities  of  true  social  life  are  ever  in 
distinct  evidence. 

DUMOND  P.  MERWIN,  a  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  William  I\I.  Merwin  &  Sons,  of  Mil- 
ford,  was  born  in  that  town  Aug.  9,  1853,  and  has       | 
always   resided   there,   his   business   interests  being  .    i 
among  the  most  imp>ortant  in  the  place.  '■ 

The  family  has  been  identified  with  this  section 
for  several  generations,  and  William  M.  Merwin, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Mil- 
ford,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  business 
there  as  a  grower  and  wholesale  dealer  in  oysters. 
The  firm  owns  several  steamboats  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  Long  Island  Sound  and  Narragansett 
Bay  oysters.  AA'illiam  M.  Merwin  married  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Peck,  of  Orange,  Conn.,  and  has  two  sons, 
Dumond  P.  and  Merritt  W.,  both  members  of  the 
firm. 

Dumond  P.  Merwin  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Milford  and  at  Oberlin  College.  Oberlin.  Ohio. 
On  Oct.  I.  1874,  he  married  Miss  A.  Bathena  Bris- 
tol, of  Milford,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Bristol,  and  they  have  had  two  children :  Albert 
Dumond  and  William  Harvey.  Mr.  Merwin  owns 
a  beautiful  home  on  the  Sound,  with  extensive  and 
artistically  arranged  grounds,  and  commanding  a 
charming  view.  He  has  always  taken  keen  interest 
in  the  various  enterprises  begun  in  Milford.  and 
is  now  a  director  in  the  Savings  Bank,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  library  committee.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  was  president  of  the  Republican 
Club  of  Milford  in  1888,  and  served  as  representa- 
tive in  the  Legislature  in  1S97.  He  belongs  to  num- 
erous fraternal  orders,  including  the  L'nion  Leagiie 
Club  of  New  Haven ;  Ansautawae  Lodge,  No.  89,  F. 
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&  A.  M. ;  Franklin  Qiapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Xo.  2 ;  Union 
Council,  Xo.  27,  R.  S.  M.;  X'ew  Haven  Cominand- 
ery,  Xo.  i ;  Pyramid  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  X.  M.  S. ; 
Wopowage  Lodge,  X'o.  14,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Isabella 
Lodge,  Xo.  23,  D.  R. ;  Sassacus  Encampment,  Xo. 
I  ;  Grand  Canton  Sassacus,  Xo.  i,  P.  'SI.  He  has 
been  through  all  the  chairs  in  both  local  branches 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  been  grand  patriarch  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  and  was  representative  in 
tlie  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  in  1897-98. 

ALOXZO  B.  HALL,  who  with  two  exceptions 
is  the  oldest  druggist  in  the  city  ot  Xew  Haven,  was 
born  Sept.  9,  1843,  '■!  Xew  Haven,  son  of  Denison 
and  Jane  (Clark)  Hall. 

The  first  settler  of  the  Hall  lamily  in  America, 
John  Hall,  was  born  in  1605,  came  to  Boston,  Mass., 
and  died  in  1676.  His  family  was  X'o.  84  of  those 
who  first  landed  in  Boston.  He  married  Jane 
Woolen,  who  probably  came  to  America  with  Will- 
iam Wilks,  and  located  in  Boston.  Three  or  four  of 
John  Hall's  sons  joined  a  colony  and  settled  in  Wai- 
lingford  in  1670.  Few  residents  of  Connecticut 
have  been  more  respected  than  the  descendants  of 
John  and  Jane  (Woolen)  Hall,  and  there  are  still 
some  representatives  in  Wallingford.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  John,  was  born  there, 
and  his  son,  also  named  John,  was  bom  in  Walling- 
ford July  13,  1770.  The  latter  was  married  April 
3,  1800,  to  Grace  Denison  Hall,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Hall.  Mrs.  Grace  D.  (Hall)  Hall  died  Jan.  4, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  namely:  Thankful,  born  in  1801  ; 
Lowlv,  April  4,  1804;  Jeremiah  A..  1806;  John, 
Oct.  8,  1808;  Phoebe,  Dec.  18,  1810;  Grace  D..  July 
18,  1813;  Denison,  Dec.  9,  1815;  Elisha.  ^larch  15, 
1818;  Jeanette,  May  31,  1820;  and  Polly,  who  died 
young.  All  but  Polly  lived  to  be  over  seventy,  and 
all  are  now  deceased.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  having  spent  his  life  on  the  original 
Hall  homestead  in  Wallingford,  now  owned  by 
Henry  D.  Hall.    He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

Denison  Hall,  father  of  Alonzo  B.,  was  born  in 
Wallingford  and  was  there  reared,  but  after  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  his  home  was  in  Xew  Haven,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  He  followed 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  with  the  Lewis  & 
Beecher  Co.,  and  put  up  the  first  house  on  City 
Point.  Denison  Hall  first  married  Jane  Clark,  of 
West  Haven,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Bryan  and 
Betsy  (Prindle)  Clark,  both  of  West  Haven,  the 
former  of  whom  died  at  a  comparatively  early  age, 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Mr.  and'  Mrs. 
Clark's  children  were  Joseph.  Linus,  Alplieus,  Char- 
lotte, ;\[ary.  Jane  (Mrs.  Hall),  Louis.  Lucinia  and 
Lucretia,  all  now  deceased  but  Louis,  who  lives  in 
Brooklyn.  This  entire  family  was  identified  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  yirs.  Jane  (Clark)  Hall 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty,  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive:  Alonzo  B.,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch;  and  Jane,  in  Brooklyn. 


For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Hall  wedded  Lucretia 
Clark,  by  whom  he  liad  two  children  :  Charlotte, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Brooklyn ;  and  Ed- 
ward P.,  also  a  resident  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Lucretia 
Hall  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  in  the  faith  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Alonzo  B.  Hall  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  Xew  Haven.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  attending  the  Webster  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  the 
drug  business  as  clerk  with  James  Olmstead.  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  went  to 
X'ew  York  City,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Casswell  &  Mack  until  1870,  in  which  year  he  re- 
turned to  Xew  Haven  and  started  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  his  first  location  being  in  State  street 
w'here  he  continued  for  five  years.  Since  1875  he 
has  conducted  the  business  at  his  present  stand,  Xo. 
1225  Chapel  street,  which  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Hall  has  met  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  calling,  and  he  has  established 
himself  among  the  solid  business  men  of  X'ew  Ha- 
ven by  honorable  methods  and  uprightness  in  all  his 
dealings. 

On  N'ov.  19,  1866,  Mr.  Hall  married  Miss  Mary 
S.  Lambert,  a  native  of  Danbury,  this  State,  and 
they  had  one  child.  May  G.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
C.  F.  Haviland,  and  has  one  child.  Donald  A.:  Mr. 
Haviland  is  a  tailor  in  Boston,  ^lass.  Mrs.  Mary 
S.  Hall  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  and  Mr.  Hall 
subsequently  married  Miss  Amelia  Emerich,  a  na- 
tive of  X'ew  Haven,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Alon- 
zo B.,  Jr.,  who  is  now  with  a  photographer  in  this 
city.  Mrs.  Amelia  Hall  passed  away  in  1884.  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-eight.  For  his  third  wife  our 
subject  married  Miss  Julia  SI.  Stevens,  who  was 
bom  in  X'ew  Haven,  daughter  of  Robert  ^L  Stev- 
ens, formerly  a  prominent  merchant  of  the  city,  and 
died  in  December,  1900,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
Mrs.  Julia  ^L  Hall  was,  on  her  mother's  side,  lineal- 
ly descended  from  ex-Gov.  Treat,  Colonial  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  and  from  Allies  Merwin,  one  of  the 
early  proprietors  of  Milford.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  com- 
municant of  the  Episcopal  Church,  belonging  to 
Christ  Church  parish.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  Free- 
mason, holding  membership  in  Hiram  Lodge.  Xo. 
I.  A.  F.  &  A.  \[.:  Franklyn  Chapter;  and  Harmony 
Council.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  though  he  reserves  the  right  to  vote 
independently  in  local  elections. 

HOYT.  The  Hoyt  family  of  Connecticut,  a 
branch  of  which  settled  in  Danbury  and  to  which 
belonged  the  late  Edwin  S.  Hoyt,  who  for  twenty- 
five  years  or  more  was  one  of  \\'aterbury's  leatling 
furriers  and  hatters,  is  an  old  one.  prominent  in  both 
the  Colonial  and  State  periods. 

Simon  Hoyt,  the  first  American  ancestor  of  the 
Hoyts  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in  1505,  prob- 
ably at  Curry  Rival,  Somersetshire.  England,  and 
was  one  of  a  company  under  the  leadership  of  Gov. 
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John  Endicott,  in  the  ship  "Abigail,"  which  arrived 
at  Salem,  Mass.,  Sept.  6,  1628.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Dorchester  in  1630.  was  made  a  free- 
man in  163 1,  one  of  the  first  in  Massachusetts.  Pie 
went  to  Scituate,  from  which  place  he  came  to 
Windsor,  Conn.,  about  1639,  and  finally  went  to 
Stamford,  where  he  died  in  1657. 

Walter  Hoyt,  son  of  Simon  Hoyt,  born  about 
1618,  was  living  with  wife  and  three  children  in 
Windsor  in  1640.  He  became  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Norwalk,  and  later  was  removed  to  Fairfield, 
Conn.     He  died  in  169S. 

John  Hoyt,  son  of  Walter  Hoyt,  born  in  Wind- 
sor, married  (first)  in  1666.  Mary  Lindell.  daughter 
of  Henry  Lindell,  a  deacon  in  the  Church  at  Xew 
Haven.  He  died  in  1722.  His  children  were :  John, 
born  in  1669,  married  2\Iary  Drake,  of  Simsbury, 
and  lived  in  Danbury,  where  he  died  in  1746;  Sam- 
uel, born  in  1670,  lived  in  Danbury  and  there  died 
in  1749-50;  Thomas,  born  in  1674,  lived  in  Dan- 
bury, and  there  died  in  1749;  Mary;  Deborah;  and 
Joshua  and  Nathaniel,  both  of  whom  lived  in  Dan- 
bury. The  births  of  five  of  the  children  were  re- 
corded at  Norwalk. 

From  a  sermon  preached  in  Danbury  in  1801,  by 
Rev.  Thomas  Robbins.  it  is  learned  that  the  first 
permanent  settlement  of  that  town  was  made  in  the 
spring  of  1695  by  eight  families,  among  them  was 
John  Hoyt,  and  seven  of  the  eight  came  from  Nor- 
walk, Conn.  They  purchased  their  lands  from  the 
Indians.  From  the  sons  of  this  John  Hoyt  descend- 
ed many  of  the  numerous  families  of  the  name  who 
have  since  lived  in  Danbury.  A  number  of  the 
Danbury  Hoyts  were  prominent  in  the  hat  and  fur 
trade,  among  those  so  occupied  was  the  old  firm  of 
R.  &  E.  F.  Hoyt  (Russell  and  Eli  F.),  which  was 
doing  business  in  1816.  John  R.,  a  son  of  Russell 
Hoyt  and-  brother  of  Linus  P..  and  T.  Granville, 
succeeded  the  old  firm,  which  was  eventually  con- 
solidated with  the  Tweedy  family  and  became  Hoyt, 
Tweedy  &  Company. 

The  late  Edwin  S.  Hoyt  of  Waterbury.  referred 
to  above,  was  born  July  1-2,  1824,  in  Danbury.  Conn., 
a  son  of  Zar  and  Esther  (Smith)  Hoyt,  of  Brook- 
field,  and  early  in  the  fifties  removed  from  there  to 
Winsted,  where  for  three  years  until  coming  to  Wa- 
terbury in  1854,  he  was  engaged  in  the  hat  and  fur- 
rier trade,  a  business  he  was  engaged  in  in  Water- 
bury  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  After 
retiring  from  the  hat  business,  he  was  for  several 
years  associated  with  the  real  estate  business.  Sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  death,  owing  to  failing  health, 
he  was  not  active  in  business.  Mr.  Hoyt.  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  was  shrewd  and  enterprising,  but  always 
upright,  and  a  man  whose  word  could  ever  be  de- 
pended upon.  He  was  a  man  of  good  judgment 
and  held  a  number  of  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  district  committee, 
and  served  as  town  treasurer,  giving  the  best  of  sat- 
isfaction in  both  relations.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  of  Water- 


bury,  and  for  some  time  was  a  member  of  the  vestry. 
On  May  14,  1851,  Mr.  Hovt  was  married  to 
!  Miss  Sophia,  daughter  of  .-Vlonzo  and  Flora  (Glov- 
er) Beers,  of  Brookfield,  Conn.  Aionzo  Beers, 
father  of  Mrs.  Hoyt,  was  bom  in  Newtown,  Conn.^ 
Aug.  19,  1793,  and  died  July  15,  1873.  Flora 
(Glover)  Beers  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  Oct. 
18,  1795,  and  died  Aug.  2.  1875.  Thev  had  a  family 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Daniel, 'born  April  6. 
181 5,  was  a  merchant  in  Brookfield,  Conn.,  and  died 
Oct.  30,  1870;  Rebecca,  born  Mav  11,  1817,  married 
Benjamin  Jones,  of  Brookfield,'  Conn.,  and  died 
March  27,  1884;  Sarah  M.,  born  Mav  21,  1820, 
married  Philo  Clarke,  of  Newtown,  Co'nn. ;  Eli  S., 
born  June  6,  1S22,  was  a  merchant  and  died  in  In- 
diana Sept.  II,  1846;  Joseph  T.,  born  March  15, 
1825,  is  a  farmer  in  Brookfield,  Conn.;  Sophia  H., 
born  June  15,  1827;  George  A.,  born  Mav  22.  1830,' 
died  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  Dec.  i,  1868.  James  Glover, 
father  of  Mrs.  Flora  (Glover),  Beers,  was  born  in 
Newtown,  and  married  Mary  Ann  Glover,  who  was 
also  born  in  Newtown,  and  who  lived  to  be  102 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  James  Glover 
was  a  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  Glover,  a  Universalist 
minister. 

WILBLR  TREAT  SMITH,  founder  and  treas- 
urer of  The  W.  T.  Smith  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
door  and  window  screens,  tool  chests,  cabinets,  etc.. 
New  Haven,  is  a  successful  business  man, '  who 
from  a  small  beginning  has  builded  up  a  fine  trade. 
He  is  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  born  Dec.  15. 
1850,  a  son  of  Isaac  Treat  Smith,  and  a  grandson 
of  Daniel  Treat  Smith. 

Woodbridge  was  named  in  honor  of  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Woodbridge,  and  in  his  home  in  after  vears 
dwelt  Daniel  Treat  Smith,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith 
by  occupation.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  very  prominent 
man  in  the  town,  and  most  active  in  church  work, 
holding  the  office  of  deacon.  He  married  Rebecca 
Sperry,  and  became  the  father  of  a  numerous  fam- 
ily: Eliza,  Benjamin,  Amos,  Nancy,  Sally,  Isaac 
Treat,  Mary,  Willis,  Lewis  and  Emily.  Of  these 
Benjamin,  .Amos  and  Lewis  became  blacksmiths ; 
while  Lewis  also  engaged  in  manufacturing,  as  did 
Isaac. 

Isaac  Treat  Smith  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  and 
j  entered  into  his  last  rest  March  8,  1900.  He  be- 
i  came  a  manufacturer  of  carriage  bolts,  springs,  etc., 
!  and  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the  sawmill  business. 
{  In  1872  he  moved  to  New  Haven,  where  he  lived 
I  practically  retired,  until  his  death.  He  married  Lu- 
I  cretia  Ann  Sperry,  who  was  born  in  Hamden, 
j  Conn.,  Nov.  19,  182 1,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1897,  a 
i  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Anna  (Lines)  Sperry,  of 
I  Woodbridge,  natives  of  Woodbridge,  who  later 
moved  to  New  Haven,  and  there  died.  Two  chil- 
,  dren  were  born  of  this  union:  Wilbur  T.,  and 
i  Adella  May.  the  latter  the  wife  of  John  M.  Mar\-in, 
i  a  son  of  Rev.  S.  B.  Marvin,  and  a  silk  manufacturer 
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of  Xcw  Haven.  IMr.  Smith  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
later  a  RcpubHcan.  The  entire  family  were  con- 
nected witli  the  Congregationalists. 

Wilbur  T.  Smith  remained  in  his  native  town 
until  he  hdd  attained  his  sixteenth  year.  He  at- 
tiMuled  the  district  school  of  that  place,  and  passed 
one  year  in  the  "Gunnery"  in  Washington.  He 
then  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter  trade, 
under  Peck  &  Skilton,  and  remained  with  them  for 
five  years,  becoming  a  master  workman.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Xew  Haven,  and  found 
employment  with  A.  X.  Clark,  contractor  and  build- 
er. He  remained  in  this  place  about  five  years,  and 
then,  after  a  short  time  in  the  carriage  building  busi- 
ness, he  and  his  brother-in-law  bought  and  conduc- 
ted a  silk  factory.  Ill  health  compelled  his  retire- 
ment from  active  work  for  about  tive  years,  but  in 
1887,  in  company  with  Joseph  G.  Xewcomb,  he  en- 
gaged in  .the  manufacture  of  window  and  door 
screens,  under  the  firm  name  of  Xewcomb  &  Smith. 
This  continued  for  about  one  and  one-half  years, 
when  Mr.  Xewcomb  retired,  and  Mr.  Smith  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  entire  business.  This  was  be- 
gun in  a  very  small  way  in  a  shed  in  the  rear  of  his 
home  at  No.  321  Winthrop  avenue,  and  he  himself 
was  the  only  workman.  Xow,  however,  he  does  an 
extensive  business,  and  employs  about  thirty  skilled 
workmen.  In  the  beginning,  too,  hand  power  per- 
formed the  work,  where  now  steam  power  is  util- 
ized. In  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
screens,  he  had  added  tool  chests,  cabinets  of  vari- 
ous descriptions,  pool  tables,  chamberlain  metal 
weather  strips,  and  articles  of  fancy  wood  work. 
He  was  so  very  successful  in  his  enterprise  that  on 
April  r,  1898,  he  formed  a  stock  company,  under 
the  name  of  The  W.  T.  Smith  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  J. 
L.  Jennings  is  the  president.  They  have  enlarged 
the  plant,  and  are  finding  that  even  in  larger  quar- 
ters, they  are  still  unable  to  fill  all  orders,  but  must 
increase  their  force  still  more.  They  have  new  plans 
just  completed  for  largely  extending  their  present 
plant. 

On  May  4,  1873,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Emily  5laria  Perkins,  who  was  born  in 
Woodbridge  May  3,  1848,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  F. 
and  Mehitable  (Stowe)  Perkins.  They  have  but 
one  child,  Edfia  Louise,  born  Jan.  31,  18S6.  In  his 
political  affiliations  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially  he  belongs  to  City  Lodge,  Xo.  36,  I.  O.  O. 
F.    He  and  his  family  attend  Dwight  Place  Church. 

Samuel  F.  Perkins,  father  of  ^Irs.  Smith,  was 
born  in  Woodbridga  May  10.  181 1,  and  died  Oct. 
23,  1886.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  The 
Perkins  family  have  been  represented  in  Connecticut 
for  many  years,  the  first  of  whom  there  is  record 
being  Peter,  who  was  of  English  extraction,  and 
lived  in  1690.  He  had  a  son,  David,  whose  son,  Dan- 
iel, was  the  father  of  .Amos,  the  grandfather  of 
Samuel  F.,  son  of  Amos  (2),  and  father  of  Mrs. 
Smith.  Mrs.  Mehitable  (Stowe)  Perkins  was  born 
in  Milford,  Conn.,  July  4,  181 1,  and  died  March  26, 


1880.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mehitable 
(Smith)  Stowe,  the  former  a  sea-faring  man.  To 
Samuel  F.  Perkins  and  his  wife,  Mehitable  (  Stowe) 
Perkins,  were  born  two  children:  X'.  Jane,  who 
married  James  F.  Xichols,  and  died  June  20,  1897; 
and  Emily  M.,  who  became  Mrs.  Wilbur  T.  Smith. 

RICHARD  ALLEX,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
rolling  mills  of  the  Edward  Miller  Co.,  of  Meriden, 
for  a  period  of  more  tiian  thirty  years,  is  one  of  the 
"Silver  City's"  most  respected  citizens,  and  the  sec- 
ond oldest  Free  Mason  in  the  State.  He  was  born 
Dec.  27,  1827,  in  Xorthfield,  in  the  town  of  Thom- 
aston,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  His  father,  Megs  Mun- 
j  son  Allen,  was  a  native  of  Litchfield  Co.,  and  was  a 
weaver  by  occupation.  He  learned  this  business 
with  Gen.  Humphrey,  the  first  importer  of  Merino 
sheep  in  this  country.  Mr.  Allen  became  an  expert 
weaver,  and  was  the  first  weaver  of  woolen  blankets 
and  cloth  on  a  power  loom  in  his  section.  He  en- 
gaged in  business  with  a  man  named  Mark  Hotch- 
kiss,  through  whose  dishonesty  Mr.  Allen  lost 
everything  he  had,  even  his  household  goods  going 
with  the  rest.  In  the  efifort  to  restore  his  lost  estate, 
Mr.  Allen  became  a  peddler  of  clocks  for  Mr.  Seth 
Thomas,  of  Thomaston,  and  traveled  through  Mas- 
sachusetts, being  a  pioneer  in  his  line  in  that  section. 
In  the  year  1829,  having  traded  a  load  of  clocks  for 
a  stock  of  boots  and  shoes,  he  wrote  his  wife  that  he 
was  about  to  start  out  to  dispose  of  his  goods,  and 
this  was  the  last  his  family  ever  heard  of  him.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  was  murdered  for  his  team  and 
wares,  as  no  trace  could  be  discovered  of  either.  He 
was  noted  for  his  quiet  disposition  and  upright  deal- 
ings, and  was  universally  respected  where  known. 
His  wife,  Maria  Harrison,  was  a  native  of  X'ew  Ha- 
ven, and  daughter  of  Michael  Harrison.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest,  and  is  the  only 
survivor,  of  their  four  children :  Edward,  the  eld- 
est, died  in  Prospect,  Conn. ;  Alonzo  died  in  Water- 
bury ;  and  Melissa,  wife  of  E.  W.  Webster,  died 
Aug.  13,  1901,  in  Meriden,  and  was  buried  in  Wa- 
terbury.  The  mother  of  these  continued  to  cherish 
the  memory  of  her  husband  to  the  last,  refusing  to 
take  another  mate,  and  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  dying  with  her  family  at  Waterbury, 
where  she  was  buried,  blie  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  good  Christian,  who.  fill- 
ing the  place  of  both  father  and  mother,  reared  her 
children  to  be  good  citizens.  Devoting  her  life  to 
them,  she  found  comfort  in  their  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Richard  Allen  has  no  recollection  of  his  father, 
as  he  was  but  two  years  old  when  left  an  orphan. 
Reared  under  the  fostering  care  of  a  good  mother, 
he  was  early  forced  by  circumstances  to  earn  his 
own  living  and  Bad  only  limited  oppertunities  for 
schooling.  He  was  only  seven  years  old  when  he 
began  work  in  the  button  factory  of  Benedict  & 
Burnham,  in  Waterbury,  where  he  received  fifty 
cents  per  week  as  salary,  and  remained  one  year. 
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He  then  found  a  home  on  the  farm  of  Joseph  Wel- 
ton,  near  W'aterville,  where  he  received  his  board 
and  clothing,  with  an  opportunity  to  attend  school 
for  short  periods,  and  continued  seven  years.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  working  in  the 
wire  factory  of  Benedict  &  BuriThani,  in  Water- 
bury,  and  there  spent  two  years.  Wishing  to  see 
something  of  his  native  country,  he  drifted  South 
and  West,  becoming  a  deck  hand  on  a  ^lississippi 
river  steamboat.  By  his  energy,  industry  and  good 
behavior,  he  worked  his  way  to  the  position  of  sec- 
ond engineer,  and  spent  two  years  on  the  river.  Re- 
turning to  Waterbury,  lie  again  took  employment 
in  the  wire  mill,  but  soon  entered  the  rolling  mill  of 
Brown  &  Elton  and,  in  time,  became  an  expert  roller. 
When  the  firm  changed  to  Brown  Brothers,  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  rolling  mills,  and  continued 
in  this  capacity  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Ansonia  and  installed  a  small 
rolling  mill  for  Osborn  &  Cheeseman,  manufactur- 
ers of  hoop  skirts,  continuing  two  years  in  charge 
cf  it.  Having  been  tendered  a  position  as  super- 
intendent of  the  United  States  Clock  &  Brass  Co., 
cf  Chicago,  he  resigned  and  went  to  the  western  city, 
but  the  business  did  not  prove  to  be  what  he  expec- 
ted, and  he  returned  to  the  East,  accepting  the  po- 
sition of  assistant  superintendent  of  the  rolling  mill 
of  Holmes,  Booth  &:  Haydens,  at  Waterbury,  where 
he  remained  until  1869.  In  that  year  he  became  a 
resident  of  Meriden,  and  took  charge  of  the  rolling 
mill  of  the  Edward  Miller  Co.,  which  he  installed, 
and  for  thirty-three  years  has  held  the  same  posi- 
tion. This  long  period  of  service  in  the  same 
capacity,  under  one  employer,  testifies  amply  to  the 
ability  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Allen.  He  built  a  fine 
home  on  Cottage  street,  where  he  and  his  wife  may 
tntertain  their  many  friends  and  enjoy  the  evening 
cf  life  in  serene  contentment.  He  is  still  active,  and 
gees  as  regularly  to  his  labors  as  in  days  of  yore. 

Mr.  Allen  was  married,  in  185 1,  to  Lucinda 
Dayton,  who  was  born  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  and  for 
over  fifty  years  they  have  continued  happily  to- 
gether along  the  pathway  of  life.  Both  are  members 
ct  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  since  1848  Mr.  Allen  has 
been  affiliated  with  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  42,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Waterbury.  The  State  holds  only  one 
M?son  with  a  longer  period  of  membership.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  school  commit- 
tee of  the  Center  District,  and  superintended  the 
construction  of  two  school  buildings  during  that 
time.  He  has  adopted  two  children.  The  first, 
Harry  D.  Allen,  is  now  a  resident  of  Rochester.  N. 
Y.  The  other,  Maria  Lovinia,  married  Arthur  Ty- 
ler, of  Meriden. 

From  the  most  humble  beginning,  Mr.  Allen  has 
made  his  way  to  a  position  of  trust  and  responsibil- 
ity, and  enjoys  the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  spent  a  third  of  a  century  of 
active^  industrious  life.  He  can  look  back  on  those 
years  with  few  regrets,  and  the  rising  generation 
may  take  inspiration  from  his  success  and  profit  by 
his  example. 


FREDERIC  PECK  XEWTON  (deceased) 
was  born  in  Woodbridge,  New  Haven  county,  I'cb. 
13,  1845,  a  son  of  John  P.  Newton,  who  was  a 
farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  Woodbridge. 

John  P.  Newton  was  born  June  28,  1816,  and 
died  Sept.  10,  1850.  Jonah  Newton,  the  grandfather 
of  Frederic  P.,  was  also  a  resident  of  Woodbridge. 
as  were  also  his  great-grandfather  and  great-great- 
grandfather, although  at  that  time  it  was  in  the 
town  of  Milford.  They,  like  Jonah,  had  good  old 
Bible  names,  Enoch  and  Samuel  respectively. 
John  P.  Newton  married  Betsy  R.  Peck,  who  was 
born  Oct.  17,  1814,  and  died  March  16,  1871,  the 
mother  of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased:  Ann  E.,  born  in  1841,  who  married  Harr' 
W.  Blanchard,  and  lived  in  Is^ew  Haven ;  and  Fred- 
eric P.,  whose  name  appears  at  the  introduction  of 
this  article. 

Frederic  P.  Newton  was  reared  in  W'ood- 
bridge,  where  he  attended  school.  He  also  studied 
in  the  New  Haven  schools,  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  Gen.  W.  H.  Russell's  Collegiate  &  Commer- 
cial Institute,  which  was  also  a  military  school.  In 
his  early  life  he  devoted  himself  to  farming,  but 
became  a  manufacturer  of  matches  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  active  career,  having  bought  out  Frank  E. 
Clark  in  1872.  He  lived  retired  for  a  period  pre- 
ceding his  death,  whic'n  occurred  in  New  Haven 
Dec.  27,  1805.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in 
Woodbridge,  but  he  disposed  of  his  factory  to  the 
Diamond  Match  Co.  about  1882 — continuing  in  the 
business,  as  manager,  however,  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  thereafter  made  his  home  in  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Newton  was  married  May  20,  1873,  to  Jes- 
sie A.  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Bethany,  now  a  part 
of  the  town  of  Woodbridge,  daughter  of  William 
A.  and  Emily  (Dibble)  Clark.  One  child  was  born 
to  them,  Annie  Emilie,  w^ho  is  unmarried.  Mr. 
Newton  was  a  Republican,  and  belonged  to  Sey- 
mour Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  With  his  family  he  at- 
tended the  Congregational  Church,  of  New  Haven. 

William  A.  tlark  w-as  born  in  Seymour  Dec.  25. 
1810,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1879.  He  was  endowed 
with  inventive  genius  of  a  high  order,  which  was 
most  noticeable  in  the  valuable  and  complicated 
match-making  machinery  which  he  invented ;  and 
his  justly  celebrated  expansive  bit.  which  he  in- 
vented and  manufactured,  is  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able inventions  in  the  tool  line  that  has  ever  been 
perfected  in  this  country.  His  large  factor\-  in 
Westville,  which  was  built  in  1870,  was  a  model  of 
its  kind.  He  conducted  this  establishment  until  his 
death,  turning  out  small  hardware,  bits,  hollow 
augers,  etc.  ]Mr.  Clark  also  turned  out  friction 
matches  in  1840,  and  previous  to  his  location  in 
Westville  manufactured  them  in  Woodbridge, 
finallv  turning  that  business  over  to  his  son,  Frank 
E.  He  -employed  alwut  seventy-five  hands  in  the 
factory,  and  turned  out  twenty  thousand  gross  per 
vear,  using  sixty  thousand  feet  of  the  very  best  se- 
lected lumber.    The  work  was  done  mostly  by  hand. 
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However,  Mr.  Clark's  skill  was  not  confined  wholly 
to  invention  and  manufacturing.  He  was  an  up- 
to-date  fanner,  his  skill  in  husbandry  being  unsur- 
n.-.ssed  in  his  locality,  and  he  received  a  premium 
for  constrncting  a  "model  barn"  which  was  indeed 
^\orthy  the  name. 

( )n  June  lo,  1841,  Mr.  Clark  married  Emily 
l)il)l(le,  a  native  of  W'oodbridge,  and  daughter  of 
lolni  Dibble,  who  was  born  in  W'oodbridge,  where 
"lie  followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  married  Betsy 
Hinc,  who  was  born  in  Woodbridge.  a  daughter  of 
Moses  Hine  and  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Hine. 
I'hilo  E.  Dibble,  the  father  of  John,  was  born  in 
Woodbridge,  and  his  father,  John  Dibble,  who 
graduated  from  Yale,  came  from  Danbury,  Conn. 
After  their  marriage  W'illiam  A.  and  Emily  (Dib- 
ble) Clark  settled  in  Woodbridge,  where  Mrs. , 
Newton  was  born.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children :  William  Eugene,  Theodore  Dibble, 
Frank  Emerson  and  Jessie  x\.  (Mrs.  Xewton). 
William  E.  died  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  old, 
in  New  Orleans ;  Theodore  Dibble  died  at  sea  when 
about  thirty  years  old;  Frank  E.  lives  in  California. 
Mrs.  Clark,  the  mother,  is  still  living.  Jonathan 
Clark,  the  father  of  William  A.,  was  a  farmer  in 
Woodbridge.  He  married  Amelia  Osborn,  and  had 
two  sons,  Elizur  and  William  A.  George  Clark, 
the  father  of  Jonathan,  was  the  fifth  in  descent  from 
George  Clark,  the  settler,  who  located  in  Milford 
in  1639. 

CHARLES  E.  HEWITT,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
leading  professional  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Meriden,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Stonington,  New 
London  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug.  17,  1855  and  is  a  descend- 
ant on  both  paternal  and  maternal  sides  from  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  families  in  New  England. 

Thomas  Hewitt,  a  sea-faring  man,  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  vessel,  in  the  ]\Iystic  river  as  early  as 
1656,  where  he  was  receiving  the  surplus  products 
of  the  early  planters  here  in  exchange  for  Boston 
gxDods.  In  his  business  transactions,  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Walter  Palmer,  whose  daughter, 
Hannah  Palmer,  he  married,  on  April  26,  1659. 
Purchasing  a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mystic  river,  he  built  upon  it,  and  continued  extend- 
ing his  coasting  trade,  going  to  the  West  Indies, 
but  like  so  many  other  sailors,  he  lost  his  life  at  sea 
in  1662. 

Benjamin  Hewitt,  son  of  Thomas  of  Stoning- 
ton, was  born  in  1662,  and  in  16S3.  married  Marie, 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Ellen  Fanning. 

Israel  Hewitt,  son  of  Beniamin,  baptized  in  1692, 
married  in  1714,  Anna  Breed,  born  in  1693,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Breed. 

Charles  Hewitt,  son  of  Israel,  born  in  1730.  mar- 
ried in  1756,  Hannah  Stanton,  born  in  1736,  daugh- 
ter of  Lieut.  Joseph  Stanton. 

Eli  Hewitt,  son  of  Charles,  born  in  1764.  mar- 
ried in  1796,  Betsey,  born  in  1772,  daughter  of 
Benadam  Williams,  of  Stonmgfton. 


Charles  Grandison  Hewitt,  son  of  Eli,  born  Dec. 
20,  1801,  married  first,  Dec.  25,  1823,  Lucv,  daugh- 
ter of  Dudley  Randall,  who  died  April  '19,  1839. 
His  second  marriage  occurred  Jan.  18,  1843,  when 
Mary  Wheeler,'  born  March  27,  1814,  daughter  of 
Richard  Wheeler,  became  his  bride.  The  children 
born  to  the  first  marriage  were:  Dudley  R.,  born 
April  28,  1825;  and  Lucy  Ann,  born  on  Jan.  3, 
1831. 

Dudley  R.  Hewitt,  the  father  of  Dr.  Hewitt, 
was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  April  28,  1825.  a 
son  of  Charles  G.  and  Lucy  (Randall)  Hewitt. 
Reared  on  the  farm,  he  attended  the  district  schools 
of  his  locality,  and  then  entered  into  the  business  of 
farming  and  stock  raising,  which  was  his  occupation 
through  life.  Mr.  Hewitt  is  still  one  of  the  honored 
and  respected  citizens  of  Stonington.  prominent  in 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  consistent  in  his  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  upright  character  and  exemplary  life,  have  won 
for  him  the  esteem  of  the  communitv.  He  was 
married  C^ct.  11,  1854,  to  Alartha  Gallup,  born  Feb. 
16,  1830.  a  daughter  of  Jabez  Gallup,  of  Ston- 
ington, the  latter  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  distinguished   families  of  New  England. 

John  Gallup,  the  ancestor  of  most  of  the  families 
of  that  name,  in  this  country,  came  to  America  from 
the  Parish  of  Mosterne,  County  Dorset,  England,  in 
1630,  in  the  ship,  "Mary  and  John,"  landing  at  what 
was  then  called  Nantasket,  later  changed^to  Hull. 
Mr.  Gallup  went  first  to  Dorchester,  but  soon  there- 
after became  a  resident  of  Boston,  where  the  familv 
were  members  of  the  Old  South  Church.  He  owned 
Alonumental  Island,  was  a  skillful  mariner,  and 
won  distinction  in  piloting  in  the  ship  "Griffin," 
a  ship  of  300  tons,  in  Sept.,  1663,  through  a  newlv 
found  channel,  when  she  had  on  board  the  Rev.  John 
Cotton,  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  and 
other  fathers  of  New  England,  among  her  pas- 
sengers. On  one  occasion,  he  had  a  successful  en- 
counter with  a  boat  load  of  Indians,  whom  he  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  oft  Block  Island.  Thev  had 
murdered  John  Oldham,  a  man  of  ability,  and  were 
having  a  hilarious  time  in  bis  boat,  when  thev  were 
overtaken  by  Capt.  Gallup,  and  after  a  bri'ef  en- 
counter were  captured,  and  this  battle  made  him 
famous,  as  the  incident,  revealing  the  purpose  of  th.' 
Indians,  was  the  real  beginning  of  the  Pequot  war. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gallup  died  in  Boston,  he  in 
1649,  and  she  in  1655. 

John  Gallup  (2),  son  of  John  of  Boston,  was 
born  in  England,  in  1615,  and  came  with  his  mother 
and  the  other  children,  to  New  England,  in  the 
ship  "Griffin,"  in  1633.  He  married,  in  1634.  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  John  Lake.  In  1640,  he  left  Bos- 
ton and  went  to  Taunton,  remaining  until  165 1, 
when  he  went  to  New  London,  and  in  1654  to  Ston- 
ington, Conn.  He  represented  the  town  several 
times  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  participated  in 
both  the  Pequot  and  King  Philip's  wars,  and  also 
was  engaged  in  the  fearful  Swamp  fight  at  Narra- 
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gansett,  Dec.  19,  1676,  where  in  storming  the  fort, 
he  led  his  men  braveh-  forward  and  was  one  of  the 
six  captains  who  fell,  and  was  buried  with  his  fallen 
comrades  in  one  grave,  near  the  battle  ground. 

John  Gallup  (3),  son  of  John  (2),  was  born  in 
1646,  in  Boston,  married  in  1675,  Elizabeth  Harris, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Lake)  Harris, 
and  lived  in  Stonington.  Z^Ir.  Gallup  represented  his 
town  a  number  of  times,  in  the  General  Court,  and 
served  with  his  father  in  King  Philip's  war,  and 
was  probably  with  him  at  Xarragansctt.  His  death 
was  in  1735. 

Nathaniel  Gallup,  son  of  John  (3),  was  born  in 
1692,   married   in    1717,   Margaret,   born   in    1698, 
daughter  of  Benadam  Gallup,  and  lived  in  Stoning-  i 
ton,  dying  in  1739,  his  widow  in  1761.  i 

Nathaniel   Gallup    (2),   son   of   Nathaniel,  was  ' 
born  in  1718,  married  in  1742,  Mrs.  Hannah  (Gore) 
Burrows,  born  in   1720.  daughter  of  Samuel  Gore.  , 
Mr.  Gallup  died  in  1786,  his  widow  in  1810.  ; 

Amos  Gallup,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2),  born  in  , 
1755,  married  in  1787,  Welthy  Ann,  born  in  1757,  I 
daughter  of  John  Dean,  of  Stonington.  j 

Jabez  Gallup,  son  of  Amos,  born  in  1791,  mar-  , 
ried  in    1829,   Eunice,  born   in   1797,   daughter  of 
Isaac  Williams,  of  Stonington.  1 

Martha,  daughter  of  jabez,  married  Dudley  R. 
Hewitt.  I 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dudley  Hewitt :  Charles  E.,  of  this  biography ; 
Amos  G.,  a  resident  of  Stonington:  and  Fannie  D., 
who  married  Charles  E.  Williams,  of  Stonington. 
The  lamented  death  of  Mrs.  Hewitt  occurred  Oct. 
24,  1888,  and  she  will  long  be  remembered  for  her 
beautiful  Christian  character,  both  in  the  confines  of 
home,  and  in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
she  was  a  devoted  member. 

Dr.  Hewitt  received  his  early  education  in  Ston- 
ington, and  being  a  close  student,  prepared  himself 
for  college,  and  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing. Although  for  fourteen  years  he  waj  one  of  the 
leading  educators  in  New  London  countv,  this  was 
not  the  end  and  aim  of  his  ambition.  From  earlv 
youth  he  had  cherished  thoughts  of  being  a  physi- 
cian, and  during  the  long  years  of  teaching,  he  kept 
this  end  in  view,  and,  while  he  supported  his  fam- 
ily in  comfort,  he  also  gained  sufficient  to  pay  his 
way  through  college. 

Mr.  Hewitt  entered  upon  his  medical  studies  in 
Hahnemann  College  in  Philadelphia,  in  September, 
1889,  and  after  a  three-years  course  graduated  with 
honors,  receiving  the  degree  of  ^L  D.,  and  H.  ^L 
in  the  spring  class  of  1892.  He  subsequently  took 
a  hospital  course.  His  first  practice  was  in  Meri- 
den,  where  he  located  in  the  spring  of  1803.  and  al- 
most immediately  winning  friends,  he  entered  upon 
a  lucrative  practice.  During  the  past  six  years  he 
has  attended  closely  to  the  demands  of  his  pro- 
fession and  now  his  practice  is  second  to  none  in 
this  city.     Of  pleasing  personality,  his  unassuming 


manner  displays  little  of  the  arrogance  which  marks 
many  of  the  leading  disciples  of  the  healing  art  of 
to-day,  but  he  is  ever  ready  to  respond  to  the  call 
of  duty,  and  his  kindness  and  charity  are  known 
only  to  those  who  constantly  profit  by  his  skill. 

On  Sept.  4,  1878,  Dr.  Hewitt  was  married  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  to  Grace,  daughter  of  Chester 
and  Elizabeth  (Chesebrough)  Dean.  The  Chese- 
brough  family  is  one  of  the  old  families,  whose  rec- 
ord in  America  reaches  back  to  1630. 

William  Chesebrough,  born  in  1594,  in  Boston, 
Lincolnshire,  England,  there  married  Ann  Steven- 
son, in  1620,  and  they  came  with  John  Winthrop 
and  party  to  America,  in  1630.  Mr.  Chesebrough 
located  first  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  there  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  Colony,  but  re- 
moved to  Braintree,  previous  to  1640,  and  in  that 
year  was  elected  deputy  to  the  General  Court.  He 
finally  located  in  what  is  now  Stonington,  Conn., 
being  the  first  white  man  who  made  that  locality  his 
permanent  abode,  and  was  active,  prominent  and 
influential  in  public  affairs,  holding  many  offices,  and 
being  repeatedly  sent  to  the  General  Court.  He 
died  in  1667. 

Elisha  Chesebrough,  sor  of  William,  was  bap- 
tized in  Boston,  IMass.,  in  1637,  married  in  1665, 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Walter  Palmer,  of  Stoning- 
ton, who  came  from  England  to  New  England,  as 
early  as  1628.    Elisha  died  in  1670. 

Elihu  Chesebrough,  son  of  Elisha.  was  born  in 
1668,  married  in  1698,  Hannah,  bom  in  1676,  daugh- 
ter of  Manassah  Miner,  of  Stonington. 

Elihu  Chesebrough  (2),  son  of  Elihu.  born  in 
1704,  married  in  1740,  Esther,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Sarah  Dennis,  both  of  Stonington.  Mr.  Chese- 
brough died  in  1769,  and  his  wife  in  1768. 

William  Chesebrough,  son  of  Elihu  (2),  bom 
in  1745,  married  Esther,  born  in  1743,  daughter  of 
William  and  Martha  (Wheeler)  Williams,  both  of 
Stonington.  William  died  in  1840  and  his  wife  in 
1814. 

Henr}-  Chesebrough,  son  of  William,  born  May 

13,  1784,  married  first,  Martha  Potter,  born  Aug.  18, 

1787,  daughter  of  Isaac  Williams,  of  Stonington, 

and  married  second.  Sarah  Williams,  also  a  daup'hter 

of  Isaac  Williams. 

j         The  children  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hewitt,  were : 

{  Evelvn  E.,  Aug.  31,  1879,  a  student  at  Wellesley 

j  College;  Fredrick,  Dec.  24,   1880:  Martha  Gallup^ 

;  July  19,  1883,  deceased:  Chester  D..  July  5,   1S87; 

Edward  M..  in  Philadelphia.  June  4.  1892  :  Theodore. 

]  in  Meriden,  Dec.  15,  1894:  Amos,  May  6,  1897;  and 

Grace  Frances.  Sept.  30,  1898.     All  of  these  chil- 

i  dren   are   unusually   intelligent   and   attractive,    are 

i  lovers  of  their  beautiful  home  and  are  examples  of 

filial  obedience  and  aft'ection.    Mrs.  Hewitt  is  a  lady 

of  many  graces  of  mind  and  character,  a  fit  helpmate 

:  for  her  husband.     Dr.  Hewitt  is  a  member  of  the 

State  Homeopathic  Societv,  and  is  socially  connected 

with  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  87,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Meriden. 
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SAMUEL  W.  HURLBURT  is  a  descendant  in 
the  seventh  generation  from  Thomas  Hurlburt,  who, 
it  is  thought,  was  one  of  the  eleven  passengers  who, 
on  Aug.  II,  1635,  sailed  from  England  with  Lion 
Gardiner,  in  the  "Bachelor." 

Thomas  Hurlburt  was  probably  born  in  Scotland 
as  early  as  1610.  After  coming  to  America  Lion 
Gardiner  built  and  commanded  the  fort  at  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  and  under  him  Thomas  Hurlburt 
served  in  the  Pequot  war  in  1637,  and  was  wounded 
by  an  arrow.  By  trade  he  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
after  the  war  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  being 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town.  He  served  in 
different  public  capacities,  was  clerk  of  the  train 
band  in  1640,  constable  in  1644,  deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  grand  juror.  It  appears  on  record 
(1647)  that  he  received  various  tracts  of  land  in  the 
several  divisions  of  the  town.  For  his  services  in 
the  Indian  war  the  Assembly  voted  him  120  acres 
of  land  Oct.  12,  1671,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he 
died  soon  after  that  date.  His  wife's  Christian  name 
was  Sarah. 

Samuel  W.  Hurlburt's  lineage  from  Thomas 
Hurlburt  the  settler,  is  through  Joseph,  Cornelius, 
David,  Major  and  George  Hurlburt. 

(II)  Joseph  Hurlburt,  son  of  Thomas  Hurl- 
burt the  settler,  born  probably  in  Wethersfield  about 
1646,  removed  to  the  town  of  Woodbury  as  early  as 
1681.  His  wife,  Rebecca,  died  in  Woodbury,  Feb. 
2,  1712,  and  he  died  probably  July  13,  1732. 

(III)  Cornelius  Hurlburt,  son  of  Joseph  Hurl- 
burt, born  probably  about  1682,  married  Sarah  (sur- 
name not  known).  He  was  a  farmer,  and  settled  in 
Woodburv,  but  died  in  Roxburv,  probably  Aug.  9, 

1751- 

(IV)  David  Hurlburt,  son  of  Cornelius  Hurl- 
burt, born  May  10,  1721,  in  Woodbury,  married  in 
Roxbury,  June  27,  1749,  Hannah  Sanford.  She 
died  Dec.  23.  1760,  in  Roxburv,  and  he  married 
(second)  Sarah  Petit,  daughter  of  Jonathan,  of  Xew 
Milford,  Conn.  In  his  old  age  David  resided  with 
his  son  Cornelius  at  Hinesburg,  Vt.,  and  there  died. 
His  wife  died  in  Roxbur\-  at  the  home  of  her  son. 
Major  Hurlburt. 

(V)  Major  Hurlburt,  son  of  David  Hurlburt, 
born  in  1768,  probably  in  Roxbury,  married  Phoebe 
Jackson,  of  that  town.  He  died  there  Dec.  16,  1S13, 
and  his  widow  passed  away  on  Aue.  30.  1S56. 

(VI)  George  Hurlburt,  son  of  Major  Hurlburt 
and  the  father  of  Samuel  W.  Hurlburt,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, born  Oct.  9,  1809,  in  Roxbury,  in  youth  learned 
the  hatter's  'trade  under  Col.  William  Odell,  of 
Washington,  Conn.  He  settled  in  Roxbury,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  hatting  until  i860,  when  he  en- 
tered the  mercantile  world,  and  was  prominently 
identified  with  that  line  until  he  retired  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  and  was  honored  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men to  a  seat  in  the  State  Legislature.  Although 
ninety-two  years  old,  his  health  is  excellent. 


On  Jan.  7,  1833,  ^^r.  Hurlburt  was  married  to 
Miss  Thalia  A.  Merwin,  of  Erookfield,  a  descend- 
ant of  the  family  of  that  name  who  settled  early  in 
Milford,  Conn.  The  children  born  to  this  mar- 
riage were :  Caroline  S.,  born  Oct.  22,  1833  ;  Thalia 
M.,  born  Feb.  9,  1836;  Emily  E.,  born  May  7,  1839, 
married  John  C.  Hawley;  George  W.,  born  March 
10,  1841 ;  Samuel  W.,  born  Dec.  29,  1843;  \\  ilham 
Henry,  born  March  11,  1846;  Charles  W.,  born  June 
8,  1849;  Adelaide,  born  June  12,  1851 ;  Frank  W., 
born  Sept.  20,  1853. 

Samuel  W.  Hurlburt  was  born  Dec.  29,  1843,  '" 
Roxbury,  Conn.  During  the  war  time  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  worked  in  Xewark,  X.  J.,  Matteawan, 
X.  Y.,  and  Danbury,  Conn.,  following  the  trade  of 
hat  finishing  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old, 
when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  gave  up  the  trade. 
In  the  fall  of  1866,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Bridgewater,  Conn.  On  March  2,  1869,  he 
came  to  Xew  Haven  and  bought  out  David  W. 
Buckingham,  corner  of  Chapel  and  High  streets, 
and  with  William  T.  Xorthrop,  for  six  years  carried 
of  the  old  store ;  this  building  is  occupied  by  stores 
as  a  partner  his  brother,  Frank  Hurlburt.  In  the 
spring  of  1889  he  built  the  "Roxbury"  on  the  site 
of  the  old  store ;  this  building  is  occupied  by  stores 
on  the  ground  fioor,  the  other  three  stories  being 
used  as  students'  apartments.  Mr.  Hurlburt  con- 
ducts the  finest  retail  provision  store  in  the  city  of 
Xew  Haven,  and,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  there  is  none 
finer  in  Connecticut.  On  March  2,  1902,  he  finished 
his  thirty-third  year  in  the  same  location. 

Samuel  W.  Hurlburt  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Frances  I.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  2^Iinerva 
(Peck)  Keeler,  whose  death  occurred  Sept.  22.  1901, 
at  Portland,  IMaine.  Their  union  was  blessed  with 
one  child,  Frederick  S.,  born  May  15,  1876,  mar- 
ried June  22,  1898,  Belle  Xolten  'Manviller. 

Mrs.  Frances  I.  (Keeler)  Hurlburt,  on  her  moth- 
er's side  was  the  seventh  generation  from  Joseph 
Peck,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  although  first  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  of  record  there  in  1643.  Joseph  Peck  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  brother  of  Henry  Peck,  who 
was  in  X''ew  Haven  in  1638,  and  probably  came  with 
him  to  Xew  England.  Joseph  Peck  probably  re- 
moved to  Milford,  about  1649.  He  married  (first) 
Airs.  Alice  Burwell  and  (second)  Miss  Richards. 
Mrs.  Hurlburt's  lineage  from  Joseph  Peck  is  through 
Joseph  (2),  Ephraim,  Henry,  Andrew  and  Minerva 
"(Peck)  Keeler. 

(li)  Joseph  Peck  (2),  son  of  Joseph  Peck  (i), 
the  settler,  baptized  in  1653,  settled  in  Milford, 
C«nn.,  and  there  died.  He  married  Jan.  27,  1678-9, 
Mary  Camp. 

(III)  Ephraim  Peck,  son  of  Joseph  Peck  (2), 
baptized  in  1692,  settled  in  Milford.  and  from  there 
he  removed  to  Xewtown.  He  married  X'ov.  7,  1716, 
Sarah  Ford,  of  Milford,  Conn.  His  death  occurred 
in  Xewtown.  July  23,  1760. 

(IV)  Henry  Peck,  son  of  Ephraim  Peck,  born 
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April  14,  1719,  resided  in  Newtown.  He  married 
(first)  Dec.  23,  1755,  Ann  Smitli,  and  second  Aug. 
6,  1765,  Hannah  Leavenworth. 

(V)  Andrew  Peck,  son  of  Henry  Peck,  born 
May  21,  1773,  settled  first  in  Newtown,  and  later, 
in  1813,  removed  to  New  Milford.  He  married  Lu- 
cinda  Terrell,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1826,  and  his  wid- 
ow died  Sept.  5,  1848. 

(VI)  Minerva  Peck,  daughter  of  Andrew  Peck, 
born  June  16,  18 10,  married  Daniel  Keeler. 

•ROBERT  WILLIAM  HALLAM,  superin- 
tendent of  'the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.'s  plant  at 
South  ]\Ieriden,  is  one  of  Connecticut's  self-made 
sons.  He  was  born  Aug.  12,  1840,  in  the  city  of 
Waterbury,  New  Haven  county,  son  of  John  C. 
Hallani,  a  native  of  Sheffield,  England,  and  grand- 
son of  Robert  Hallam,  a  manufacturer  of  pocket 
cutlery  in  his  native  place. 

John  C.  Hallam  received  a  good  education  in 
Sheffield,  and  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
cutlery  manufacturing  under  his  father's  instruc- 
tion. At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  came  to 
Arfierica,  as  salesman  for  his  father,  and  was  lo- 
cated several  years  in  New  York  City.  Being 
pleased  with  the  country  and  its  people,  and  per- 
ceiving its  advantages  for  young  men,  he  decided 
to  remain  here.  For  about  two  years  he  engaged 
in  the  study  of  theolog}',  as  propounded  by  the 
Unitarian  Church,  with  a  view  to  entering  its  min- 
istry. Having,  at  length,  decided  upon  a  business 
career,  he  went  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  began 
the  production  of  pocket  cutlery,  being  the  first 
to  engage  in  that  line  in  the  Lmited  States.  He 
continued  this  undertaking  at  Hopewell  for  some 
time,  and  sold  out  to  Hoadley  &  Co..  of  Salisbury. 
He  was  subsequently  active  in  organizing  the 
Northfield  Cutlery  Co.,  and  for  several  years  was 
one  of  its  stockholders  and  directors.  Going  to 
Waterville,  Conn.,  he  was  employed  in  the  cutlery 
shops  there  until  his  death,  in  1880,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  John  C.  Hallam  was 
a  man  of  sterling  character  and  much  literary  abil- 
ity, and  contributed  to  many  of  the  Boston'  and 
New  England  periodicals.  His  family  has  been 
known  in  the  world  of  letters  for  generations,  and 
one  of  its  members,  Henry  Hallam,  was  the  author 
of  the  "History  of  the  Middle  Ages."  The  latter's 
son,  Arthur  H.  Hallam,  essayist  and  poet,  has 
been  made  specially  famous  through  his  intimacy 
with  the  poet  Tennyson,  whose  celebrated  poem, 
"In  jMemoriam,"  was  written  upon  the  death  of 
his  friend  Arthur.  John  C.  Hallam  was  firm  in  the 
faith  of  Unitarianism,  and  compiled  a  work  on 
Unitarian  theology,  but  did  not  live  to  see  it  pub- 
lished. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  His  mar- 
riage to  Elizabeth  Bowles,  at  Boston,  brought  him 
into  close  relations  with  a  noted  literary  family. 
his  wife  being  a  sister  of  Samuel  Bowles,  editor 
of  the  Springfield  Rcl^nblicwi.  Mrs.  Hallam  was  a 
woman  of  bright  mind  and  high  attainments,  a  fit 
companion   for   such   a   man   as   ner   husband,   and 


was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1862.  at  W'aterbun.-,  and  her  re- 
mains repose  beside  those  of  her  husband,  in 
Waterville.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Gertrude  Bowles,  Victoria,  Robert 
W.,  Mary  J.  and  Albert  C.  The  last  named  was  a 
successful  physician  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
d'ied,  and  where  his  sister  Victoria  resides  with 
her  husband,  Franklin  Summers.  Mary  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Beman,  of  Derby,  Conneaicut. 

Gertrude  Bowles  Hallam,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  G.  Downs,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in- 
herited a  talent  for  letters  from  both  her  parents, 
and  is  not  unknown  to  literarv-  fame.  She  died  at 
Los  Angeles,  Cal,  ^larch  18,  1891,  and  was  in- 
terred in  Mountain  Grove  cemetery,  Bridgeport. 
Like  her  father  she  was  a  frequent  contributor  to 
current  literature,  beginning  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  to  write  verse.  Many  gems  from  her 
pen  appeared  in  the  \\'insted  Herald,  Meriden  Lit- 
erary Recorder  and  Bridgeport  Standard.  "Mrs. 
Downs  was  a  sufferer  for  several  years  from  ill 
health,  but  her  cheerful  spirit  made  her  a  cherished 
friend  to  the  last,  and  she  penned  a  number  of  her 
compositions  in  her  sick  chamber."  Wirh  her  pen 
she  earned  the  beautiful  home,  "Maple  Terrace," 
which  she  caused  to  be  erected  at  Seaside  Park, 
near  Bridgeport.  The  following  lines  serve  to  show 
the  kind  and  aft'ectionate.  pure  nature  of  her  who 
has  gone  to  "show  the  way:" 

LITTLE  CHILDREN. 


Ohl  children  tair, 

With  beauty  rare. 
How  drear  this  earth  without  them; 

Their  tender  eyes, 

So  bright  and  wise, 
Bear  much  of  heaven  about  them. 

Their  voices  sweet, 

And  ways  pi  tde. 
Their  little  sayings  witty; 

Their  faces  bright, 

With  love's  own  light. 
Naught,  so  sweet  in  all  the  cityl 

Their  dainty  feet, 

Like  zephyrs  fleet. 
Skipping  lightly  o'er  t'le  ground: 

With  dimpled  face, 

And  form  of  grace, 
■What  sweeter  sight  in  nature  found? 

Oh,  treasurers  rare. 
Beyond  compare, 
Little  ones,  the  Saviour  blest. 
We  pray  no  harm 
Shall  ever  come. 
To  these — His  arms  caressed. 

—Gertrude  B.  Downs. 
April  20,  1887. 

Robert  W.  Hallam  was  four  years  old  when 
he  went  with  his  parents  to  Bridgeport,  where 
his  bovhood  days  were  passed,  receiving  such  edu- 
cational training  as  the  district  school  aflforded. 
Before  he  had  attained  his  majority  he  accompanied 
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the  family  to  Watervillc.  and  was  there  enp^a.c:ed 
under  his  father's  instruction  in  Icarninpf  the  art  of 
making  cutlery.  At  the  ape  of  twenty  years  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way,  armed  with  a 
sound  mind  in  a  sound  body  and  the  determination 
to  attain  something  for  himself.  Such  sturdy  am- 
bition made  him  alert  and  industrious,  and  his 
progress  was  certain.  Coming  to  Meriden,  young 
Hallain  found  an  engagement  as  ordinary  hand  in 
the  shops  of  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.,  where  he 
rece'ived  ore  dollar  per  day.  For  the  past  forty- 
two  years  lie  has  contiiuied  in  the  service  of  this 
establishment,  and  the  length  of  his  service  is  ample 
guaranty  of  his  industry,  ability  and  integrity.  He 
advanced  gradually,  through  several  departments, 
mastering  all  the  details  of  the  business,  and  upon 
the  death  of  the  superintendent — Edwin  Cady — in 
1895,  took  his  place.  In  this  appointment  the  man- 
agers made  no  mistake,  and  he  has  continued  the 
same  course  of  patient  and  persistent  endeavor 
which  has  characterized  his  whole  life. 

Mr.  Hallam's  gemal  nature  and  universal  fair- 
ness have  made  him  justly  popular  with  the  di- 
rectors of  the  companv,  as  well  as  with  those  who 
are  subject  to  his  orders,  and  he  is  welcome  in 
every  circle  of  business  or  social  life.  The  Amer- 
ican \x>uth,  who  seeks  too  often  for  some  short 
road  to  wealth,  may  well  profit  by  Mr.  Hallam"s 
example.  It  was  bv  patient  endeavor,  and  satis- 
faction with  steady,  though  slow,  rewards,  that  he 
worked  his  way  up  from  a  humble  laborer  to  his 
present  station,  in  charge  of  over  two  hundred 
workmen,  whose  respect  and  esteem  he  enjoys  amd 
deserves.  In  the  course  of  his  arduous  labors  Mr. 
Hallam  did  not  overlook  the  value  of  mental  train- 
ing, and  continued  to  study,  so  that  he  largely  made 
up  for  his  lack  of  earl}'  education,  and  he  is  fitted 
to  mingle  with  the  great  current  of  social  and  lit- 
eran,-  life  in  the  world.  Beimg  of  a  studious  mind, 
he  finds  recreation  in  his  own  library  and  'home, 
and  has  never  sought  'political  honors  or  emolu- 
ments, though  he  seeks  to  perform  his  duty  as  a 
citizen  and  acts  with  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics. 

Mr.  Hallam  was  married.  June  14,  1863,  in 
South  Meriden,  to  Miss  Betsey  Marilla  Ives,  a 
native  of  Meriden,  daughter  of  Jotham  and  Mary 
R.  (Way)  Ives.  She  is  a  fit  helpmeet  for  her 
husband,  a  lady  of  graceful  character  and  person, 
an  active  worker  in  her  church,  and  a  useful  factor 
in  the  social  life  of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Hallam  traces  her  ancestry  to  John  Ives. 
the  first  of  the  family  of  this  name  to  locate  in 
Wallingford  and  found  the  family  in  Xew  Eng- 
land, who  was  a  farmer  there,  and  the  old  records 
tell  that  his  son  Gideon  was  a  resident  of  Walling- 
ford prior  to  1700.  Gideon  Ives,  son  of  John,  mar- 
•■jed  Mary  Royce,  and  their  son,  Jotham  Ives,  mar- 
f"^  Abigail  Burroughs,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1753,  at 
the  age  of  fortv-three  vears.     Zachariah  Ives,  son 


of  Jotham,  was  born  Jan.  31,  1737.  and  settled 
near  Honey  Pot  brook,  in  Cheshire,  where  he  died 
March  0.  1815;  lie  and  his  wife,  I^is,  are  buried 
in  the  Episcopal  churchyard  in  Cheshire.  Jesse 
Ives,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hallam,  of 
Meriden,  a  son  of  Zachariah  and  Lois  Ives,  was 
bonn  in  Cheshire  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Meriden, 
where  he  died ;  he  married  Marilla  Johnson. 

Jotham  Ives,  son  of  Jesse,  was  a  native  of  Meri- 
den, and  spent  his  life  as  an  agriculturist  there. 
He  married  Mary  R.,  daughter  of  John  and  Betsey 
C Preston)  Way,  anrl  children  as  follows  were  born 
to  this  union:  Edward,  deceased;  Amos;  Betsey 
Marilla,  who  married  Robert  W.  Hallam;  Julius 
I. ;  and  Aimosi  J. 

WILLIAM  HALL  McKEXZIE,  a  store  keep- 
er of  Tracy,  and  a  selectman  of  the  town  of  Walling- 
ford, was  born  in  Yalesville,  Dec.  2,  1839,  a  son  of 
the  late  William  IMcKenzie,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Hall.  Interesting  data  concerning  this  family  may 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  John  Mc- 
Kenzie,  an  engineer  of  Yalesville. 

William  H.  McKenzie  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  school  at  Yalesville,  and  at  Westfield. 
Mass.,  finishing  in  the  ISIeriden  high  school.  He 
also  attended  a  private  school  at  Southford.  taught 
by  Deacon  R.  B.  Curtis.  Young  McKenzie  worked 
on  the  farm  at  an  early  age,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  when  he  began  to 
learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  with  Lauren 
Tuttle,  a  very  successful  contractor  and  builder. 
I  He  remained  with  that  gentleman  three  years,  and 
then  started  in  life  for  himself  with  a  most  honora- 
ble trade  very  completely  mastered. 

Mr.  McKenzie  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  build- 
er until  1889,  when  ill-health  compelled  a  change 
of  occupation.  During  that  time  he  took  contracts 
and  built  many  of  the  more  pretentious  structures  of 
Yalesville,  among  them  being  the  ^lethodist  church, 
and  a  school  house.  In  Wallingford -he  built  the  resi- 
dence in  which  Mr.  Hough  lives,  and  the  Old  Rec- 
tory that  was  attached  to  Catholic  church.  After 
giving  up  his  trade  he  was  clerk  for  one  year  at 
Tracy  with  Almon  J.  Ives,  merchant  and  postmaster. 
Since  1891  he  has  been  a  merchant  and  postmaster 
at  Tracy.  He  opened  a  store  in  that  village,  and 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  succeeded  in  building 
up  a  very  fine  business. 

Mr.  McKenzie  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss  Sa- 
rah C.  Tuttle,  of  Meriden,  a  daughter  of  Lauren 
and  Harriet  D.  (Todd")  Tuttle.  To  this  union  were 
bom  three  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy; 
William  L.  is  at  home;  and  Hattit  Elizabeth  died 
voung.  Mr.  McKenzie  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  a'', 
local  matters  seeks  the  best  men  for  the  office,  re- 
gardless of  party  questions,  and  hi-  has  been  con- 
stable, grand  and  special  juror,  and  was  elected  se- 
lectman in  1900.  He  commands  the  respect  of  the 
community,  and  is  much  esteemed  for  his  business- 
like propensities. 

Andrews  Hall,  grandfather  of  William  H.  Mc- 
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Kenzie,.  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Walling- 
ford,  Aug.  15,  1753,  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Phebe 
Hall,  and  a  brother  of  Adnah  Hall,  who  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Temperance  McKenzie,  step-mother  of 
William  Hall  McKenzie.  Andrews  Hall  married, 
Dec.  3,  1800,  Miss  Sylvia  Biakeslee,  and  became  the 
father  of  the  following  children :  William,  bom 
June  8,  1803;  Sylvia,  born  April  18,  1805;  Abigail, 
born  June  14,  1807;  and  Mary,  born  April  24,  1810, 
married  William  McKenzie,  and  became  the  mother 
of  William  Hall  McKenzie. 

WILLARD  H.  DIBBLE,  a  representative  citi- 
zen, farmer  and  dairyman,  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  June  2,  1845, 
in  the  town  of  Danbury,  Fairfield  county,  and  is  a 
worthy  member  of  an  old  family  of  the  State. 

Thomas  Dibble,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New 
England,  was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he  came 
to  America,  first  located  in  Dorchester,  INIass.,  from 
there  moving  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  Oct.  17,  1700.  In 
1676  he  contributed  one  shilling  and  three  pence  to 
the  Connecticut  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 
the  other  colonies.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Elizabeth  Hayden,  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  who  died  Sept. 
25,\i685.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth,  etc.,  of  his 
children  are  as  follows:  Israel,  Aug.  27,  1637; 
Ebenezer,  baptized  Sept.  26,  1641 ;  Hepzibah,  bap- 
tized Dec.  25,  1642;  Samuel,  baptized  March  24, 
1643;  iMiriam,  baptized  Feb.  19,  1645;  Thomas, 
Sept.  3,  1647;  ^nd  Joanna,  Feb.  i,  1650,  died  1651. 
(The  family,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
member,  removed  from  Hartford  to  Fairfield  coun- 
ty, where  they  are  still  located.) 

Nathan  Dibble,  commonly  known  as  Col.  Na- 
than, and  the  father  of  Willard  Dibble,  -was  bora 
June  14,  1803,  in  the  town  of  Danbury,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Nathan  Dibble,  an  old  settler 
of  Fairfield  county.  Col.  Nathan  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  carpenter  and  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  town,  where  he  was  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  citizen.  Politically  he  was  an 
old  time  Democrat.  He  represented  his  town  in  the 
Legislature,  and  served  in  the  old  State  house ;  was 
also  a  selectman,  and  filled  other  local  offices  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 

Col.  Nathan  Dibble  married  Hannah  Wood, 
who  was  born  in  Danbury  May  31,  1807,  a  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Hannah  (Gunn)  Wood,  and  children 
as  follows  were  born  to  them :  Sarah  died  single ; 
Nathan  M.  lives  in  Shelton,  Conn. ;  Samantha  was 
the  wife  of  W.  C.  Benedict,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ; 
Leonard  W.  lives  in  Wilton ;  Willard  is  next  in 
order  of  birth ;  and  Hannah  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
William  McArthur,  of  Danbury.  The  father  died 
Sept.  30,  1891,  a  Universalist  in  religion,  well  liked 
and  respected;  the  mother  passed  awav  Feb.  22, 
1874. 

Willard  Dibble,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines, 
attended   the   Beaver  Brook   District   schools,   also 


I  Danbury  high  school,  and  remained  on  the  home- 
1  stead  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-four  years 
:  old,  at  which  time  he  rented  a  farm  in  Brookfield. 
j  There  he  remained  a  couple  of  years,  then  for  two 
years  farmed  on  the  homestead  at  Danbury,  after 
j  which  he  made  his  home  in  New  Fairfield,  for  thir- 
j  teen  years  engaging  in  general   farming,  including 
j  stock  raising,  dairying,  etc.  In  1887  he  came  to  New 
j  Haven   county,   locating   at   ^liddlebury,   where   he 
bought  the  Munson  farm  of  140  acres,  on  which  he 
has  made  many  improvements,  building  a  commo- 
dious barn,  silo,  etc.,  and  has  now  one  of  the  finest 
stock  and  dairy  farms  in  Middlebury. 

On  Nov.  I,  1866,  Willard  Dibble  was  married  in 
New  Fairfield,  to  Lucy  Ann  Kellogg,  of  that  locality, 
;  a  cultured,   accomplished    and    refined    lady,    who 
j  taught  school  for  nine  terms  in  Bethel,  New  Fair- 
j  field  and  New  York  State.     She  is  a  daughter  of 
I  Medad  R.  Kellogg,  and  is  descended  from  Daniel 
j  Kellogg,  an  original  settler  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  who, 
j  in  1655,  married  Bridget  Bouton,  daughter  of  John 
I  Bouton.    Samuel,  their  son,  born  Feb.  17,  1673,  mar- 
I  ried  Sept.  6,  1704,  Sarah  Piatt,  daughter  of  John 
;  Piatt.     Martin  Kellogg,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
j  Dibble,  came  from  Norwalk,  and  bought  of  the  In- 
dians in  New  Fairfield,  a  square  mile  of  land,  for 
which  he- gave  a  barrel  of  pork  and  a  blanket.     Ira 
Kellogg,  son  of  Martin,  married  and  became  the  fa- 
ther of  Medad  R.  Kellogg,  mentioned  above.     One 
child  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Dibble,  Anna 
Belle,  who,  in  1899,  graduated  from  the  Waterbury 
high  school,  with  high  honors,  and  is  a  very  popular 
young  lady. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dibble  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
standing  among  the  foremost  ranks  of  his  party,  and 
in  1887  he  represented  the  town  of  New  Fairfield 
in  the  State  Legislature;  also  in  i8gi,  the  town  of 
Middleburv',  serving  on  the  Agricultural  committee. 
For  two  terms  he  was  selectman,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  Relief,  assessor  of  the  town,  etc.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  identified  with  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  Waterbury.  He  is  domestic 
in  his  tastes  and  habits,  temperate  and  genial,  and 
is  popular  with  all  classes. 

ALBERT  FITZROY  HALL,  of  Meriden.  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  for  more  than  twenty 
years  a  member  of  the  ofSce  force  of  Manning, 
Bowman  &  Co..  of  that  city,  is  a  representative  of 
cvre  of  Connecticut's  substantial  families  of  the  Co- 
lonial period. 

Born  Sept.  25,  184 1,  in  the  town  of  Chatham, 

Conn.,  Mr.  Hall  is  a  son  of  Lewis  Lawrence  and 

Lucy  Ann   (Bush)   Hall,  and  is  descended  in  the 

ninth  generation  from  John  Hall,  the  progenitor  of 

!  the    ^iiddletown    Halls,    the   branch   to   which    the 

Chatham   family   in   question   belongs.     John   Hall 

I  was  born  in  1584.  in  County  Kent,  England,  and 

I  im  1633  came  to  New  England,  being  of  record  in 

I  Roxbury,  Mass..  in  1634,  and  his  family  then  con- 

1  sisting  of  four  members.     He  with  others  visited 
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the  Connecticut  River  country  in  1633,  and  on  their 
return  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony  made  the  re- 
port, which,  it  is  said,  led  to  the  migration  soon 
made  there  from  Dorchester  to  Wethersfield  and 
Windsor,  and  from  Cambridge  to  Htirtford  in 
1635-6.  Mr.  Hall  probably  joined  the  Hooker  and 
Stone  party  and  went  to  Hartford  soon  thereafter, 
but  it  seems  that  he  did  not  move  his  family  there 
until  in  1639.  He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter;  and 
served  as  surveyor  of  highways  in  1640.  His  home 
lot  was  what  afterward  became  the  Sigourney  and 
Cather  home  site.  In  1650  he  removed  to  Middle- 
town,  amd  there  died  May  26.  1673.  The  Christian 
name  of  his  wife  was  Esther.  Mr.  Hall  held  a 
number  of  public  trusts. 

From  this  John  Hall  Albert  F.  Hall's  line  is 
through  Richard,  John  (2),  Giles,  John  Hamlin, 
Calvin,  Giles  Cowdrey,  and  Lewis  Lawrence  Hall. 

(H)  Richard  Hall,  son  of  the  emigrant  settler, 
was  born  in  England  in  1620.  He  settled  in  Middle- 
town  in  the  fall  of  1650.  He  was  a  weaver  by 
trade  and  was  a  large  landholder.  His  death  oc- 
curred March  27,  1691,  and  that  of  his  wife,  Mary, 
March  30,  of  the  same  year. 

(HI)  John  Hall  (2),  son  of  Richard,  bom  Sept. 
20,  1648,  in  Hartford,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  William  Cornwell,  of  Ro.xbun-,  Mass.  Mr.  Hall 
died  Nov.  2;,  171 1. 

(IV)  Giles  Hall,  son  of  John  (2),  born  Oct. 
3,  1680,  married  Feb.  26,  1714,  Esther,  born  Jan. 
7,  1695,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Hamlin.  She  died 
Oct.  8,  175 1,  and  Mr.  Hall  passed  away  Feb.  16, 
1750. 

(V)  John  Hamlin  Hall,  son  of  Giles,  bom 
Sept.  10,  1720,  was  a  resident  of  that  part  of  the 
town  that  became  the  town  of  Chatham,  and  died 
there. 

(VI)  Calvin  Hall,  son  of  John  Hamlin,  born 
in  1766,  married  Huldah  Cowdrey. 

(VII)  Giles  Cowdrev  Hall,  son  of  Calvin,  bom 
in  1793,  married  Dolly  Stephens  Parm.elee.  He  re- 
sided in  Chatham,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  manufacturing.  He  was  a  man  of 
very  large  stature. 

(VIII)  Lewis  Lawrence  Hall,  son  of  Giles  C, 
born  Aug.  30,  1818,  in  Easthampton,  Conn.,  was 
^"■i'^gsd  in  manufacturing.  He  married,  Nov.  27, 
1840,  Lucy  Ann  Bush,  who  was  born  Feb.  24,  1819, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia  (Strong)  Bush,  Lydia 
Strong  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Elder  John 
Strong,  of  Connecticut  history.  Henr\-  Bush  was 
an  active  participant  in  the  war  of  18 12,  and  was 
stationed  at  New  London,  Conn.  Their  children 
were:  Albert  F.,  born  Sept.  25,  1841 ;  Robert 
H^enry,  born  Sept.  30,  1845  ;  Marion  Lvdia,  bom 
Feb.  18,  1848,  married  May  30.  1870.  E.  Dwight 
Barton,  a  manufacturer  of  Easthampton;  and  John 
Smith,  born  May  6,  1858. 

Albert  F.  Hall  in  youth  attended  both  the  public 
and  pri\-ate  schools  of  the  town  of  his  birth,  and 
completed  his  school  education  at  Fall  River,  Mass. 


1   Subsequently  he  was  interested  in  the  manufacture 
of  horseshoe  nails  in  Xew  London,  Conn.,  and  from 
that  town  on  Aug.  14,  1862,  enlisted  in  Co.  H.  14th 
I  Conn.   V.   I.,  and  was   mustered   into  the  United 
States  service  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month  and 
:  year.     The  14th  was  recruited  from  the  State  at 
■  large,   amd    was    rendezvoused   at   "Camp   Foote," 
Hartford.     Its   colonel   was   then   Dwight   Morris. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps.  Army  of  the   Potomac,  and 
I  later  to  the  Third  Brigade  of  Second  Division  and 
I   Corps.     Its  services  were  exceptional  among  Con- 
necticut regiments,  and  of  them  it  was  in  the  great- 
j  est  .number  of  battles,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  num- 
I  bers  and  length  of  service,  lost  much  the  largest 
I  percentage  of  men  in  killed,  and  by  death  through 
j  disease.     The   regiment  participated   in  thirty-four 
'  battles  and  skirmishes,  among  them  Antietam,  Md., 
I   Sept.  17,  1862:  Fredericksburg.  Va.,  Dec.  13.  1862; 
Chancellorsville,  Va..  Alay   i   to  3,   1863 :  Gettvs- 
burg.  Penn.,  July  2  and  3.   1863;  the  Wilderness, 
Va.,  May  5  and  6,  1864:  Spottsvlva;nia,  Va.,  Mav 
12,  13,  14,  18.  22,  1864:  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  June 
I  3  and  6,   1864;  Petersburg,  Va.,  June  11   to  July 
j   6,   1864.     Mr.  Hall,  on   Tuly  20,   1863.  was  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  F,  3d  Regiment,  V.  R.  C.,  and  to  the 
ranks  Sept.  22,  of  that  vear,  and  was  finally  dis- 
charged from  the  service  July  6,  1865.     His  army 
record  was  an  honorable  one  and  while  in  the  ser\'ice 
he  shared  the  fortunes  of  his  regiment. 

Since  the  war  Mr.  Hall  has  been  variously  oc- 
cupied, mainly  identified  with  manufacturing.  In 
1869  he  went  to  Canton,  Ohio,  and  there  organized 
a  stock  companv  for  the  manufacture  of  steam  en- 
gines and  machinery.  He  had  earlier  been  for  a 
period  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  Xew  Haven. 
At  Canton  he  was  identified  with  the  business,  was 
a  director  in  the  company,  and  in  charge  of  the 
office.  Later  he  went  to  Montreal  and  there  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  agency  for  the  Mutual  Life 
I  Insurance  Company  of  Boston,  sustaining  such  re- 
lations with  that  company  for  six  or  seven  years. 
Since  1S80  Air.  Hall  has  been  located  in  Meriden, 
and  in  the  employ  of  Manning,  Bowman  &  Co..  as 
cashier,  accountant  and  paymaster.  In  188S  he  was 
elected  as  a  member  of  the  common  council  of  the 
city  and  served  with  distinction  for  two  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  elected  and  served  as  town  auditor 
six  years.  He  was  then  elected  as  city  auditor  and 
ser\'ed  in  that  capacity,  and  as  city  pa>"master  for 
five  years.  Mr.  Hall  has  also  been  a  popular  and 
active  member  of  Merriam  Post,  No.  8.  G.  A.  R., 
of  Meriden,  since  March  i,  1881,  and  has  ably 
filled  all  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  Post, 
being  its  commander  in  1887.  and  was  last  elected 
a  trustee  for  three  years.  He  was  also  chief  mus- 
tering officer  of  the  Department  of  Connecticut  in 
1890,  member  of  the  Council  of  Administration  in 
1893,  and  aide-de-camp  in  the  staff  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  in  1891.  He  also  holds  a  commis- 
sion as  notary  public  for  the  county.     He  is  an 
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authorized  pension  attorney  for  the  town  of  Meri- 
den,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  obtaiining  many 
pensions  for  soldiers  or  soldiers'  widows.  He  is  a 
man  of  unusual  intelligence,  and  is  well-infonned 
on  the  leading  current  events.  In  his  domestic  re- 
lations he  is  a  devoted  husband  and  father.  Mr. 
Hall  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  member. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  Aug.  6.  1866.  to  Martha 
Helen,  daughter  of  Byron  W".  and  Mary  Josephine 
(Olds)  Xichols.  of  New  Haven,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children,  as  follows:  Willie,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Robert,  born  Aug.  24,  iS6c):  and  Edwin 
W.,  born  Aug.  9,  1871.  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  lady  of 
talent  and  many  accomplishments.  She  acquired  a 
good  riterary  and  musical  education  in  New  Ha- 
ven, and  was  a  singer  of  prominence.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Center  Church  choir  for  several 
years,  and  sang  also  in  the  North  and  other  churches 
in  New  Haven,  also  in  Montreal,  Canada :  St. 
John's,  New  Brunswick ;  Canton,  Ohio ;  and  in 
Meriden,  Conn.  She  was  one  of  the  organizers, 
and  has  served  as  president  of  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps.  She  is  prominent  in  church  work  and 
is  an  earnest  worker  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  in 
the  First  Alethodist  Church,  being  now  its  secre- 
tary. Zealous  in  the  cause  of  religion  and  charity, 
■her  character  has  that  sweetness  and  modesty  which 
find  expression  in  her  devotion  to  home  and  hus- 
band. 

Robert  Hall,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall,  was  born  in  Easthampton,  Conn.,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  district  and  high  schools  of  ^Meriden. 
H«  acquired  the  trade  of  engraver  in  the  works  of 
the  Meriden  Silver  Plate  Co.,  Meriden,  but  inherit- 
ing vocal  talent  he  developed  his  voice  under  the 
instruction  of  Prof.  Barington,  and  later  with  Prof. 
Albin  R.  Reed,  of  Boston.  He  is  now  tenor  in 
"The  Meeting  House  Hill"  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Boston,  and  also  in  a  Hebrew  church  in  that  city. 
His  musical  work  includes  leading  parts  in  con- 
certs, entertainments  and  opera.  He  married  Ella 
Thompson,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  daughter  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  first  families.  He  is  widely 
known  and  has  hosts  of  friends  and  well-wishers, 
who  hold  him  in  highest  esteem. 

Edwin  W.  Hall,  the  younger  son  of  Albert  F. 
and  ]Martha  H.  Hall,  was  educated  in  Meriden,  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  die  sinker.  He  is  now 
employed  by  the  R.  Wallace  &  Sons  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of ■  Wa'llingford,  is  skillful  in  his  business,  and 
highly  respected.  He  owns  his  home  in  that  city. 
He  rriarried  Emma  Dryhurst,  sister  of  H.  Dryhurst, 
postmaster,  and  has  one  child,  Eleanor  M.,  born 
March  8,  1897. 

These  two  sons  are  not  only  a  credit  to  their 
family,  but  to  the  town  of  Meriden  as  well.  They 
are  prospering  in  their  respective  vocations  and 
possess  that  inherent  strength  of  character  which 
alone  is  a  splendid  equipment  in  life. 


Byron  W.  Nichols,  father  of  Mrs.  Hall,  was  a 
son  of  Rev.  James  and  Elsie  (Hayden)  Nichols,  of 
Haydenville,  xVlass.  The  Hayden  family  included 
several  prominent  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  among 
them  a  governor  of  that  commonwealth. 

HON.  LUZERNE  ITHIEL  MUNSON,  whose 
memory  will  ever  be  honored  in  Waterbury,  was  a 
native  of  Wallingford,  New  Haven  county,  born 
March  i,  1838,  son  of  Titus  Munson,  and  grandson 
of  Ithiel  Munson,  both  also  natives  of  Wallingford. 

Titus  ilunson  was  born  in  the  year  1799,  and 
passed  away  May  2,  1842.  He  married  Anna  Har- 
rison, who  was  born  June  22,  1801.  and  they  settled 
on  a  farm  near  W^allingford,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  five  children :  Sarah  ^L  married  Enoch 
Camp,  and  lives  at  Durham.  Mary  L.  married  Levi 
Fowler,  and  lives  in  Waterbury.  Caroline  A.,  who 
married  Henry  Foote,  lives  in  Warren.  Conn. 
Eliza  H.  died  when  twenty  years  old.  Luzerne 
Ithiel  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 

Luzerne  I.  ^lunson  spent  his  boyhood  days  at 
Wallingford,  where  he  received  a  district-school 
education.  This  was  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
Durham  Academy.  In  1854,  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  he  came  to  Waterbury,  entering  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Apothecaries  Hall  Co.,  which  had  been 
organized  five  years  previously.  In  1861  he  left 
the  Apothecaries  Hall  Co.,  and  became  shipping 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  for  the  City  Manufacturing 
Co.  After  spending  a  year  with  them  he  moved  to 
Meriden,  becoming  secretary  for  Julius  Pratt  &  Co., 
for  whom  he  was  also  treasurer,  and  he  filled  the 
same  positions  for  Pratt,  Read  &  Co.  In  1863 
^Ir.  Munson  returned  to  the  Apothecaries  Hall  Co., 
and  on  the  removal  of  Dr.  Fish  to  New  York  became 
his  successor  as  general  manager  of  that  concern, 
at  once  assuming  the  duties  of  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. In  later  years  he  was  president  and  treasurer, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  president,  with  John 
Blair  as  secretary  and  Frederick  Wilcox  as  treasurer. 
By  close  application  he  succeeded  in  increasing  the 
business  of  the  concern  to  large  proportions,  and  a 
large  share  of  credit  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise 
was  due  to  him. 

Mr.  Munson  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  Connecticut, 
which  he  served  one  year  as  president,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  as  chairman  of  its  executive  committee. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

Mr.  Munson  was  a  Republican  politically,  and 
had  much  to  do  with  the  management  of  that  party, 
in  whose  councils  his  influence  was  grear.  It  was 
not  that  of  a  dictator  or  a  schemer,  but  that  of  a 
level-headed  and  honorable  man,  one  able  to  dis- 
cern the  effect  of  things  and  measure  with  remark- 
able accuracy  the  strength  of  popular  feeling.  Mr. 
Munson  was  comptroller  of  the  State  in  1883  and 
1886,  and  was  twice  candidate  for  mayor  of  Water- 
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bury,  suffering  the  fate  of  his  party.  He  served 
several  terms  as  alderman,  and  at  ditTerent  times 
was  fire  commissioner,  assessor  and  sewer  commis- 
sioner. Mr.  Munson  never  sought  to  have  anything 
done  which  he  did  not  feel  was  a  necessity  to  the 
healtii  and  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, recognizing  the  fact,  valued  his  services  ac- 
cordingly. 

In  religion  our  subject  and  his  family  were  con- 
nected with  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  usher  in  that  church.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  much  devoted  to  that 
order,  belonging  to  Xosahogan  Lodge,  Canton  T.  R. 
Martin  and  Ansantawae  Encampment.  He  was 
grand  master  in  1882,  was  grand  representative  for 
two  years,  and  was  a  past  grand  patriarch  of  the 
grand  encampment.  Mr.  ^lunson  was  also  a  ^lason, 
holding  membership  in  Continental  Lodge  and  Eu- 
reka Chapter.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Water- 
bury  Club,  the  Republican  League  and  the  Society 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  1861  Mr.  ;Munson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Bronson,  daughter  of  the  late  Archibald  E. 
Rice,  and  besides  his  widow  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  Mary  Edna  and  Sara  Rice.  Susie  R. 
died  in  1864,  in  infancy. 

Archib.'\ld  Elij.^h  Rice,  father  of  Mrs.  Luzerne 
I.  Alunson,  was  born  in  Hamden  Aug.  13,  i8og,  and 
died  March  14,  1893.  He  was  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
.vlary  (Roberts)  Rice,  of  Hamden,  and  grandson 
of  Isaac  Rice,  who  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Hamden, 
Woodbridge  and  Prospect,  and  coming  to  Water- 
bury  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Mark  Leavenworth  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
clocks.  Learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  became 
a  carpenter  and  builder,  following  that  occupation 
between  1830  and  1S42,  and  having  charge  of  the 
erection  of  many  of  the  important  buildings  of  that 
time.  In  1843  ^^^-  Rice  moved  to  Hudson,  Ohio, 
and  while  there  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
Western  Reserve  College  buildings,  coming  back  to 
Waterbury  after  four  years.  Here  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1883,  when  he  gave  up 
active  pursuits,  although  he  remained  president  of 
thfe  Apothecaries  Hall  Co.  He  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  American  Ring  Co.  Mr.  Rice  held 
many  public  otfices ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mon council  in  1856  ;  in  1876  and  1877  he  was  mayor 
of  Waterbury ;  and  for  seventeen  years  he  served 
as  county  commissioner  of  New  Haven  county, 
during  this  time  superintending  the  erection  of  the 
courthouse  and  jail  at  New  Haven. 

In  1832  ]\Ir.  Rice  married  Miss  Susan  Bronson. 
a  descendant  of  John  Bronson,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Farmington,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children:  Edward  J.,  who  died  in  1890;  one 
that  died  in  infancy ;  Mary  Bronson.  widow  of 
Luzerne  I.  Munson ;  Frederick  B. ;  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Camp,  who  died  in  1877:  another  that  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Williams. 


LEMUEL  HENRY  BO.ARDMAN,  contractor 
at  the  Parker  Brothers'  gun  shop,  and  an  e.x-soldier 
of  the  Civil  war,  is  one  of  Meriden's  well  known 
and  representative  citizens.     He  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1837,  m  the  town  of  New  Hartford,  Litchfield  Co., 
this  State,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  families  of  the  commonwealth.     His  father.    I 
Jason  Boardman,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rocky    I 
Hill,  Hartford  Co.,  a  son  of  Jason  Boardman,  Sr.,    ! 
a  sea  captain  who  was  engaged  many  years  in  the    i 
East  India  trade. 

Jason   Boardman   grew  to  manhood  on  a   farm 
in  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  attended  school.     When  a 
young  man   he   removed    to   Litchfield   county   and 
located    at    New    Hartford,    remaining    there    some 
time.     He  married  Miss  Maria  Bradley,  whose  par- 
ents were  natives  of  the  town  of  Burhngton,  Hart- 
ford   county.     After   a   time,    he    returned    to    his 
birth-place,     with     his     family,     and     subsequently 
worked  in  various  places  at  clock-making,  and  was 
also  employed  by  John  Porter  in  the  manufacture 
of  pianos   at   Middletown,   Conn.     Mr.    Boardman 
was  possessed  of  much  mechanical  genius,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  in  the  country  to  make  all  parts  of 
a  piano  by  hand,  including  even  the  keys.     An  ex- 
pert  mechanic,   an    industrious   workman,    he.  died 
regretted  as  a  good  citizen,   and   was   buried  near 
his   former  home   in  Rocky   Hill.     Of  quiet  tastes 
and  domestic  habits,  he  mingled  little  in  the  strife 
of    public    affairs.     He     attended     the     Episcopal 
Church  and  sought  to  regulate  his  life  by  the  Golden 
Ride.     Like  most  of  his  contemporaries,  he  was  a 
Democrat  in  early  life,  but  joined  the  Republican 
party  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  and  ever  after 
sustained  its  principles.     His  wife  was  a  member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  an  exemplary.  Christian  wo- 
man.    She  died  at  her  home  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  was 
buried  there.     They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:     Eliza,  who  married  Truman  Oris-   1 
wold,  of  Palmer,  Mass. ;  Andrew  J.,  w"ho  was  a  sol-   \ 
dier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Lemuel   i 
H. ;  James,  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  now  re-   1 
siding  in  Hartford ;  Julia,  wife  of  Frederick  Was-  ! 
sum,  of  Palmer,  Mass. ;  Frederick,  who  served  in   I 
the  Union  army,  resides  in  East  Haddam,   Conn. ;    ! 
Lydia,   unmarried ;  John,   a   citizen   of   Providence,    i 
R.  I. ;  Anna,  married  Walter  Gamwell,  of  Spring-    ' 
field,  Mass. ;  and  Susan,  wife  of  Hubbard  Church, 
of  East  Haddam.     Mrs.  Boardman's  father,  Selah 
Bradley,   was   a   farmer   in   Burlington. 

Lemuel  H.  Boardman  went  with  his  parents 
when  a  small  boy,  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  attended 
school  and  grew  up  on  a  farm,  remaining  there  until 
seventeen  years  old.  He  then  went  to  Hartford, 
where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  the 
firm  of  Hayden  &  Keeney.  later  working  as  journey- 
man with  C.  S.  Blair.  He  was  thus  engaged  when 
the  Civil  war  began,  and  was  anions:  the  first  to  re- 
spond to  the  cail  for  troops.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Co.  H,  2nd  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Terry  and 
Capt.   Gore,   and  was   in  the  battle  of   Bull  Run. 
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At  the  completion  of  his  term  of  service,  he  returned  ' 
to  Hartford  and  again  enlisted  for  nine  months, 
being  assigned  to  Co.  I,  22nd  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col. 
Burnham  and  Capt.  Whittlesey.  He  went  out  as 
second  lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  in  Virginia 
to  first  lieutenant.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice, he  was  mustered  out  at  Hartford.  i 

After  spending  one  year  as  blacksmith  in  Colt's 
armory,   he   went   to   Springfield   and   spent   a   like 
period  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Machine  Co. 
In  1865  he  became  a  resident  of  Meriden,  and  for  : 
a  period  of  one  and  one-half  years  was  employed  ; 
by  Snow,  Brooks  &  Co.,  at  South  Meriden.     The 
next  year  was  spent  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  again  took  up  his  residence  in  Meriden,  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Co.,  with 
which   concern   he   continued   until    1874.     During 
the  last  twenty-eight  years,  he  has  been  connected  ; 
with  the  Parker  gun  shops,  where  he  began  in  the 
forging  department.     He  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
contractors  of  the  establishment,  where  his  skill  as 
a  workman,  and  his  industry  and  upright  character  ; 
have  won  for  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  pro-  j 
prietors  and  employes. 

On  Jan.  9,  1882,  Mr.  Boardman  was  married 
at  Clinton,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Nettie  Stevens,  a  native 
of  Killingworth,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of  Carlos  and 
Janet  (Hull)  Stevens,  residents  of  Killingworth 
and  members  of  old  and  respected  Connecticut  fam- 
ilies. One  child,  Clyde,  born  Oct.  8,  1887,  has 
blessed  this  union ;  he  is  now  a  student  at  the  public 
schools  of  Meriden.  Mr.  Boardman  is  a  member 
of  Merriam  Post,  No.  8,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  fond  of 
home  and  its  quiet  pleasures,  and  does  not  seek  to 
mingle  in  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  though  he 
performs  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen  in  expressing 
his  choice  at  the  polls,  acting  with  the  Republican 
party  because  he  believes  in  its  principles.  A 
straightforward  and  reliable  citizen,  he  is  esteemed 
by  those  who  know  him  for  his  manly  worth. 

GEORGE  B.  FOOTE,  in  his  long  and  respon- 
sible connection  with  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co., 
of  Meriden,  has  placed  himself  on  a  substantial 
footing  among  the  useful  and  respected  residents 
of  that  city.  In  his  career  he  has  sustained  the 
reputation  long  borne  by  members  of  his  family 
for  honor,  industry  and  other  characteristic  traits 
of  the  sturdy  New  Englander. 

(I)  Nathaniel  Foote,  the  first  of  this  family  in 
America,  is  of  record  in  the  Colony  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  as  early  as  1633,  in  which  year  he  took 
oath  as  freeman.  He  was  first  of  Watertown,  and 
was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
receiving  a  distribution  of  land  in  the  latter  town 
in  1640.  In  1644  he  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court.  He  was  an  intelligent,  pious  and  industrious 
man.  He  was  married  in  England  in  1615,  to  Eliza- 
beth Deming,  and  died  in  Wethersfield  in  1644. 
His  widow  married  Thomas  Welles,  later  governor 
of  the  Colony ;  she  died  July  28,  1683. 


(II)  Robert  Foote,  son  of  Nathaniel,  the  settler, 
born  about  1627,  married  in  1659.  He  was  of 
Wethersfield  and  later  of  what  is  now  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  and  in  1668  and  thereafter  until  his  death. 
in  1681,  of  Branford,  Conn.  In  1686  his  widow, 
Sarah,  married  .Aaron  Blachley,  of  Branford,  and 
subsequently  of  Guilford,  Connecticut. 

(III)  Joseph  Foote,  son  of  Robert,  born  March 
6,  16G5,  married  (first)  in  1690  Abigail,  daugiiter 
of  John  Johnson,  of  New  Haven,  and  lived  in 
Northford  Society,   Branford.     He  died  March  6, 

1751- 

(IV)  Daniel  Foote,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Aug. 
16,  1701,  married  in  1726  Sarah  Thompson,  of  East 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  lived  in  Northford  Society, 
Branford.  Mr.  Foote  died  in  November,  1742,  and 
his  widow  married  May  9,  1745,  John  Taintor,  of 
Branford.     She  died  Sept.  6,  1774. 

(\')  Daniel  Foote  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  born  June 
5,  1734,  married  Feb.  13,  1755,  ^lar}-,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Hannah  Ingraham,  of  Saybrook,  Conn., 
and  lived  in  Northford  Society,  Branford.  Mr. 
Foote  died  March  6,  1797,  and  his  widow  June  23, 
1822. 

(VI)  Benjamin  Foote,  son  of  Daniel  (2),  born 
Aug.  I,  1778,  married  April  24,  1S03,  Sallv  Parmele 
Hall,  daughter  of  Joel  Hall,  of  Wallingford.  She 
died  July  24,  1804,  and  on  June  2.  1805,  he  married 

I  Betsey  Hall,  daughter  of  Andrew  Hall,  of  Walling- 
ford.    Mrs.   Betsey   Foote  passed  away   Sept.   20, 

;  1831,  and  on  May  3,  1832,  for  his  third  wife,  he 
w-edded  Mrs.  Harriet  Homiston,  widow  of  Willis 

■  Homiston,  of  Wallingford,  and  daughter  of  New- 
berry Button,  of  North  Haven,  Conn.  Mr.  Foote 
was  a  resident  of  Wallingford. 

(VII)  Benjamin  Foote  (2).  son  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  Oct.  8,  1817,  in  Wallingford.  and  there 
learned  the  trade  of  tinner,  which  he  always  fol- 
lowed,  engaging   in   manufacturing.     However,   he 

i  departed  this  life  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
j  thirty-three  years,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
'  Wallingford 'cemetery.     On  Nov.  19,  1840,  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Wallingford, 
'  daughter  of  Hiel  Hall,  of  that  place,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  John  Hall,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Walling- 
:  ford.     Mrs.  Foote  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
'  vears   and   was   buried   beside   her   husband.     Both 
were   members   of    the   Episcopal    Church.     Three 
!  children  were  born  to  them.  viz. :     Charles  C,  who 
is  with  the  International  Silver  Co.,  at  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  Canada ;  George  B. ;  and  Sarah,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

George  B.  Foote  was  reared  in  Wallingford, 
where  he  was  born  April  23.  1844,  and  where  his 
parents  resided.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
district  schools.  He  was  but  fourteen  years  old 
when  his  mother  died,  and  he  was  thus  left  to 
battle  with  the  world  alone  at  an  early  age.  a  fact 
which  puts  his  subsequent  success  in  a  still  more 
I  favorable  light.  In  1858  he  came  to  Meriden  to  live 
i  with  his  uncle  and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall 
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L.  Forbes,  and  immediately  commenced  work  in  the  i 
plating  room  of  the  Mcriden  Britannia  Co.,  under  1 
his  uncle.     His  trade  learned,  he  continued  to  work  i 
there    as  a  journeyman,  in   1876  was  promoted  to  I 
the  position  of  foreman,  and  later  to  that  of  super-  j 
intendent   of   the   flat    ware   department,   which    in-  j 
cunibcncy  he  continues  to  fill  at  the  present  day.  1 
A  quarter  of  a  century  in  so  responsible  a  position 
argues  well  for  his  efficiency,  trustworthiness  and 
skill,  and  he  has  never  failed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  his  incumbency,  giving  eminent  satisfac- 
tion.    Mr.  Foote  has  the  unqualified  respect  of  the 
men  who  are  employed  in  his  department,  both  for 
his  personal  worth  as  well  as  for  his  ability  and 
knowledge  of  his  work.     He  is  familiar  with  every 
detail  pertaining  to  the  conduct  of  his  department. 
On  Jan.  8,  1868,  Mr.  Foote  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  South  Hadley,  Mass.,  with  Cornelia  Ingra- 
ham,  daughter  of  Warren  Ingraham,  and  they  had 
one  child,   Lillian,   who   married   Lewis   Leismann, 
an  employe  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.,  and  has 
one  child,  Warren.     ;\Irs.  Foote  died  in  1883,  and 
was  buried   in   Walnut  Grove   cemetery.     She   at- 
tended  the    Episcopal    Church.     On   Jan.    5,    1885, 
Mr.  Foote  married,  for  his  second  wife.  Miss  Hattie 
Pomeroy,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in   Meriden. 
Mrs.    Hattie    (Pomeroy)    Foote    is     the   youngestt 
daughter   of   Noah    Pomeroy,   one    of    Meriden's 
"grand  old  men."     She  is  a  woman  of  character 
and  marked  intelligence,  unusually  well  read,  and 
especially  devoted  to  her  home,  from  which  a  cordial 
hospitality  is  extended  to  the  many  friends  of  the 
family.     The    residence    is    one    of    the    finest    on 
Chestnut  street.     Air.  Foote  is  also  domestic  in  his 
tastes  and   fond  of  his  home.     He  is   genial  and 
sympathetic  in  disposition,  and  is  much  esteemed 
by  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him,  whether  in 
business  or  social  life.     Fraternally  he  unites  with 
Center  Lodge,  No.  68,  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Meriden,  and 
Mrs.  Foote  is  a  member  of  Ruth  Hart  Chapter,  D. 
.  A.  R.,  of  that  place.     They  attend  the  Universalist 
Church,  but  Mr.  Foote  considers  the  Golden  Rule 
the  simplest  and  best  guide  of  action.     He  is  a  Re- 
publican  in  political  sentiment,   but  beyond  voting 
takes  little  interest  in  party  affairs. 

Hall.  The  Hall  family,  of  whom  Mr.  George 
B.  Foote  is  a  descendant  on  the  maternal  side,  is 
an  old  and  highly  respected  one  in  New  England, 
complete  record  of  which  may  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

Thomas  Hall,  son  of  John  Hall,  the  emigrant, 
was  one  of  three  brothers  who  settled  in  Walling- 
ford,  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Plantation 
Covenant,  1669-70.  He  made  his  home  in  Walling- 
ford,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and 
where  he  died  Sept.  17,  1731.  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  He  married  Grace  Watson,  and  she  died 
in  May,  1731.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren. 

Peter  Hall,  fifth  son  of  Thomas,  was  b«rn  in 
Walhngford,  Dec.  28,  1686,  and  married  Rebecca 


Bartholomew,  Oct.  19,  1732.  She  died  Oct.  31, 
1776,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  he  died 
Sept.  25,  1776,  one  month  before  his  wife,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  ninety  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children. 

Hiel  Hall,  the  elder  son  of  Peter,  was  born 
May  6,  1735,  and  married,  it  is  supposed,  Catherine 
Whittlesey,  who  died  June  4,  1788.  He  died  Sept. 
7,  1807,  aged  seventy-two  years,  the  father  of  eight 
children. 

Hiel  Hall,  son  of  Hiel,  and  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Foote,  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Feb.  7,  1782,  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Wallingford,  where  he 
spent  his  life,  and  where  he  died.  He  was  buried 
in  Wallingford  cemetery.  His  wife,  Sarah  Kirt- 
land,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Ivesi 
Kirtland,  and  granddaughter  of  Constant  and 
Martha  (Brockett)  Kirtland.  The  children  born 
to  Hiel  and  Sarah  Hall  were  as  follows :  Sarah 
A.,  who  married  Benjamin  Foote,  and  became  the 
mother  of  George  B.  Foote :  Susan  C.  who  mar- 
ried Marshall  L.  Forbes,  who  was  bom  in  East 
Hartford,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Orrin  Forbes ;  Harriet, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Thomas ;  Catharine,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  C.  Foote;  and  Constant  Kirtland,  who 
died  in  Texas. 

M.-\RSH.\LL  L.  Forbes  was  born  in  East  Hart- 
ford and  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  home, 
growing  up  on  a  farm  where  he  remained  until  sev- 
enteen years   old,   when   he   came   to   Meriden   and 
began  work  in  the  Meriden  Britannia  Co.'s  factory. 
He  remained  with  the  company  the  remainder  of 
j  his   days,   having  charge  of  the   silver  plating  de- 
partment for  a  number  of  years.     He  died  in  April, 
j  1891,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery. 
j  An  Episcopalian  in  religion,  he  was  affiliated  with 
St.  Andrews  parish,  Aleriden.     In  politics  he  was 
I  a  Republican,  and  served  in  the  city  council.     Fra- 
1  ternally  he  belonged  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  the 
1  Council  and  the  Chapter,  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery 
i  K.  T.     In  1849,  he  married  Susan  C.  Hall,  who  is 
still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in  Meriden.     One 
child  was  born  to  them,  Henry,  who  died  in  1881 ; 
he   married   Man,-   Ward,   of   Wallingford,   Conn., 
and  had  one  child,  Susan  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years. 

HENRY  W.  MORSE,  who  for  fifty  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  Candee  Rubber  Co.,  of 
New  Haven,  is  a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  this  city.  He  was  born  in  U'allingford. 
Conn.,  March  14,  1838,  a  son  of  Truman  L.  and 
Electa  (Moulthrop)  Morse. 

Truman  L.  Morse  was  born  in  Meriden  in  1812. 
a  son  of  Jonathan  Morse,  who  died  prior  to  the 
birth  of  Henn.'  W.  Morse,  of  this  sketch.  Truman 
Morse  married  Electa  Moulthrop.  who  was  bom  in 
North  Haven,  a  daughter  of  Martin  Moulthrop.  a 
farmer  of  that  town:  she  died  in  1867.  A  family 
of  four  children  were  born  to  Truman  L.  Morse 
and  wife,  namely:     Harriet  L.,  deceased,  was  the 
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wife  of  Charles  Thompson ;  Charles  L.  resides  in 
New  Haven ;  Frederick  E.,  a  needle  maker,  also 
resides  in  Xew  Haven;  and  Henry  W.,  of  this 
sketch.  Truman  L.  Morse  and  famil)'  resided  at 
various  times,  in  Ouinnipiac  village  in  North  Haven, 
and  Centerville  village  in  Hamden.  In  his  political 
views,  he  was  a  Republican ;  and  in  religious  con- 
nection, he  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.     He  died  in   1878. 

Henry  W.  ^lorse  was  five  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  from  Wallingford  to  Quinnipiac, 
Conn.,  where  they  resided  si.x  years,  and  he  accom- 
panied them  when  they  removed  to  Centerville.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  both  of  the  latter  towns 
and  after  completing  his  school  course,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  he  entered  into  the  employ  of  the 
Candee  Rubber  Co.,  beginning  then  upon  a  business 
connection  which  has  continued  for  fifty  years.  Air. 
Morse  performed  the  duties  of  engineer  in  this  fac- 
tory for  two  years,  and  was  then  promoted  to  the 
hand  cloth  cutting  department.  During  his  earlier 
years  with  this  concern,  Mr.  Morse  worked  only 
■during  the  summers,  his  winters  being  spent  in 
school.  Through  his  energy  and  ability  he  soon 
gained  the  confidence  of  his  employers,  and  was 
continually  promoted  and  trusted  with  more  im- 
portant work,  until  now  he  is  a  contractor  in  the  de- 
partment of  cloth  cutting  by  hand,  a  most  re- 
sponsible position. 

On  Feb.  20,  1871,  Mr.  Morse  was  married  to 
Mary  I.  Beck,  born  in  Trumbull,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Peter  Beck,  of  German  extraction.  She  died 
July  16,  1899,  leaving  no  children.  Air.  Alorse  re- 
sides in  his  beautiful  home  at  No.  751  Orange  St., 
New  Haven.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Har- 
mony Lodge,  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  the  First 
Methodist  Church  he  is  highly  esteemed,  where  he 
has  been  a  faithful  attendant.  Air.  Alorse  has  been 
successful  in  his  business  life,  and  the  reason  of  it 
may  be  understood  by  those  who  have  watched  his 
career  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  Candee  fac- 
tory. His  industry,  fidelity  and  reliability  have  con- 
tributed to  it,  and  his  personal  characteristics  have 
won  him  the  esteem  of  employers,  employes  and  his 
social  associates. 

ALBERT  ABRAHAAI  AIAY,  general  manager 
of  the  Pequod  Business  College,  and  president  of  the 
Sturgis  &  Alay  undertaking  establishment,  Aleriden. 
is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  residents  of  that  city 
He  was  born  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  Alarch  17,  1844,  son 
of  Hustin  and  Nuft'let  (Duphiney)  Alay,  and  is  of 
English  and  French  ancestry. 

Albert  Abraham  Alay  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Ludlow,  Vt.,  graduating  from  Black  River  .Acad- 
emy in  i860.  When  the  first  call  was  made  for 
troops,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  Air.  Alay 
was  one  of  the  earliest  to  respond,  enlisting  .April  20, 
1861,  and  serving  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  2d  \*t. 
V.  L     He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run, 


I  Fredericksburg,  and  Falls  Church,  and  was  honor- 
i  ably  discharged  in  1863,  only  to  re-enlist  in  the  same 
I  company  and   regiment,  becoming  corporal.     As  a 
i  veteran  he  took  gallant  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wii- 
\  dtrness,  the   Seven   Days   Fight  before  Richmond, 
I  Gettysburg,    Ilagorstown,   and    the    two   battles   of 
!  Petersburg,  participating  altogether  in  twenty-seven 
ei^gagements.     Perhaps  it  was  not  wonderful   that 
j  Ail.  Alay  should  suffer  for  his  gallantry,  but  he  is 
one  whom  his  country  should  ever  remember  with 
pride  and  gratitude.     He  was  wounded  si.x  times, 
I  the  first  time  in  the  face,  in   1862,  at  Falls  Church. 
I  Va.    Carried  from  the  battlefield  of  the  Wilderness, 
j  in   1864,  with  a  shattered  leg,  he  bravely  won  his 
promotion,  and  was  honorably  discharged  July  15, 
1865,  as  second  lieutenant. 
I         Returning  home.  Air.  Alay,  after  a  season  of  re- 
I  cuperation,  went  to  Boston,  and  later  to  Dedham, 
I  Alass.,  and  there  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for 
seven  years.     In   1878  he  located  in  Salem.  Alass., 
and  was  there  engaged  as  a  carpenter  for  the  Boston 
&  Alaine  Railway  Co.  until  1886,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  mem-ber  of  the  police  force  of  that  city,  and 
served  most  acceptably  for  nine  years.     Since  that 
time  he  has  been  occupied  with  his  college  in  Aleri- 
d(n,  establishing  himself  there  in  April,  1896.     The 
Pequod  Business  College  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  State.     It 
has    been    brought    to    its    present    high    standing 
tiirough  the  efforts  of  our  subject  and  the  ability  of 
Airs.  Alay,  who  is  not  only  an  expert  stenographer 
and  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  instructing  in  this 
useful  branch  of  industry,  but  also  a  business  woman 
of  rare  foresight.     Air.  Alay  is  general  manager  of 
the  college,  and  Airs.  Alay  has  charge  of  the  short- 
hand department,  which  is  a  special  feature. 

Air.  Alay  has  been  twice  married.     On  Dec.  31. 
1S65,  he  married  Charlotte  E..  daughter  of  James 
E.  Hooker,  of  Dedham,  Alass.     She  died  Nov.  15, 
1895,  the  mother  of  one  son,  George  Albert,  a  dentist 
of  Boston,  who  died  Dec.  23,  1899,  leaving  a  widow, 
Airs.  Eva  (Ellsworth)   Alay,  and  two  children.  Al- 
bert Ellsworth  and  Gladys  Irene.    The  second  mar- 
riage of  Air.  Alay  was  celebrated  Oct.  3.  1897.  Rose 
Emery,  daughter  of    Job    and  .Abigail    (Simpson) 
Emer}%  of  South  Berwick,  Alaine.  becoming  his  wife. 
Air.  Alay  is  a  busy,  progressive  citizen,  and  is 
connected  with  a  number  of  enterprises  outside  of 
his  college,  among  which  is  the  undertaking  estab- 
lishment of  The  Sturgis  &  Alay  Co.    Socially  he  is 
connected  with  Alerriam  Post,  No.  8,  G.  A.  R..  of 
which  he  is  now  commander,  having  been  unani- 
mously re-elected  to  that  position  :  belongs  to  Alerid- 
ian  Lodge,  No.  ~j,  A.  F.  &  A.  AI. :  Aleridian  Chap- 
ter, Eastern  Star,  of  which  he  is  W.  P. ;  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  of  which  he  is  now  governor ;   Aleridian 
j  Conclave,   Independent    Order    of    Heptasophs,  of 
1  which  he  is  archon :  the  N.  E.  O.  P. :  and  several 
i  other  beneficiary  and  social  organization's.     In  his 
I  political   afliliations   he  adheres   to   the   Republican 
i  party.    Air.  Alay  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Aletho- 
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(list  Quircli,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  teacher 
ii\  Trinity  Methodist  Church  Sunday-school,  of 
wiiicli  he  is  now  the  capable  and  beloved  superin- 
t.  ndcnt.  In  every  way  he  is  a  good  citizen,  and  en- 
jctvs  the  respect  anil  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mrs.  May,  in  spite  of  her  many  duties  at  the 
college,  into  which  she  puts  her  own  personality, 
"iving  tlie  pupils  under  her  charge  not  only  the 
Knowledge  of  stenography  recjuisite  to  fit  them  for 
.-.nccessful  business  careers,  but  also  the  benefit  of 
lur  personal  experience,  still  finds  time  for  social 
oI)ligations,  and  is  an  active  member  of  Meridian 
Chapter,  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  being  its 
present  conductor ;  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  she  has  also  held 
office ;  lieutenant  governor  of  O.  H.  Piatt  Colony. 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  :  and  a  member  of  the  X.  E. 
O.  P.  As  may  be  inferred,  she  is  a  lady  of  high 
attainments,  social  and  intellectual. 

CARRINGTOX.  Few  names  indeed  in  the 
history  of  New  Haven  for  the  past  sixty  years  have 
been  more  potent  and  influential  than  the  one  intro- 
ducing this  sketch.  The  late  John  B.  Carrington 
and  John  B.  Carrington,  Jr..  the  latter  now  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  Carrington  Publishing 
Co.,  of  New  Haven,  have  in  turn  conducted  the 
newspaper  styled  the  Journal  and  Courier  for  sixty- 
five  and  more  years,  and  aided  materially  in  shap- 
ing and  supporting  measures  which  have  led  to  the 
development  of  the  city  and  its  institutions. 

The  late  John  B.  Carrington  was  born  in  1811 
at  Bethany,  Conn.,  son  of  Ailing  and  Xancy  (At- 
wood)  Carrington.  In  1824  he  left  home  and  came 
to  X'ew  Haven,  and  began  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
printing  business  in  the  newspaper  otfice  managed 
by  Thomas  G.  Woodward,  then  one  of  the  ablest 
Whig  editors  in  Connecticut.  Young  Carrington 
served  a  full  apprenticeship  in  the  mechanical  de- 
partment of  the  office,  and  in  the  meantime  began 
writing  articles  for  the  paper  on  the  topics  of  the 
day.  Later  on,  for  several  years,  he  was  engaged 
in  a  newspaper  enterprise  in  Macon.  Ga.,  but  re- 
turned to  New  Haven  and,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Woodward,  in  1835  began  the  publication  of  the 
Daily  Herald,  the  hrst  daily  newspaper  published  in 
the  State.  Of  this  paper  Mr.  Carrington  in  1845 
was  the  sole  publisher.  The  Journal  and  Courier 
of  to-day  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Herald,  and  few- 
men  in  the  newspaper  business  labored  under 
greater  difficulties  to  keep  their  paper  alive  than  did 
the  older  Carrington,  and  in  a  season  of  strong  com- 
petition and  great  business  depression  it  was  only 
accomplished  by  his  tact,  energy,  ability  and  per- 
sonal popularity.  These  qualities,  combined  with 
rare  foresight,  built  up  and  established  a  great 
daily  paper  and  made  it  a  success.  In  1849  ^^r. 
Carrington  formed  a  partnership  with  John  B. 
Hotchkiss  for  the  publication  of  the  paper,  and  on 
Mr.  Hotchkiss'  retirement  acquired  the  entire  prop- 


erty, and  later  associated  with  him  in  the  enter- 
prise his  two  sons,  Edward  T.  and  John  B.  Car- 
rington, Jr.  The  partnership  was  so  continued  un- 
til the  death  of  Edward  T.,  when  another  change 
was  made,  and  the  paper  and  business  of  the  office 
again  became  conducted  by  a  company  of  which 
John  B.  Carrington,  Jr.,  was  made  president  and 
treasurer. 

Mr.  Carrington  was  a  successful  newspaper 
man  and  a  business  man  in  a  general  sense,  and 
citizen  as  well.  He  was  a  broad-minded,  liberal 
gentleman,  of  irreproachable  character  and  busi- 
ness integrity,  and  most  careful  and  judicious  in 
the  conduct  of  his  paper.  He  introduced  into  Xew 
Haven  journalism  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and  cour- 
tesy toward  men  and  newspapers  of  different  politi- 
cal complexion  or  adverse  views  in  measures  of 
public  interest.  Personally  he  was  attabic  and  gen- 
ial, and  his  considerate  treatment  of  public  matters, 
giving  fair  treatment  to  all  sides,  gave  great  popu- 
larity to  his  paper.  He  possessed  great  tact  along 
the  line  indicated,  and  was  possessed,  too,  of  a  high 
order  of  judgment,  which  made  him  an  e.xcellent 
editor  and  newspaper  man.  "His  editorial  letters 
while  in  Europe  in  1871  and  1872  were  character- 
ized by  a  rare  blending  of  polished  diction,  their 
writing  showing  an  agreeable  faculty  of  tell'ng  in 
a  straightforward  manner  all  those  things  which 
came  under  his  trained  observation.  He  was  fond 
of  travel  and  of  seeing  nature  in  every  aspect,  and 
when  on  trips  both  abroad  and  in  this  country  he  fre- 
quently wrote  most  interesting  articles  for  the 
Journal  and  Courier."  From  Europe,  the  West  In- 
dies and  Utah,  his  letters  to  his  paper  were  filled 
with  the  best  spirit  of  journalistic  correspondence. 

The  political  affiliations  of  ^Ir.  Carrington  were 
with  the  Republican  party  and  parties. of  which  it 
was  the  outgrowth.  During  the  Civil  war  his  paper 
was  loyal,  constant  and  untlinching  in  its  vigorous 
support  of  the  Government.  His  religious  connec- 
tions were  with  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
Xew  Haven.  As  a  citizen  he  was  enterprising  and 
public  spirited,  his  sympathies  being  elicited  in  all 
public  improvements.  So  many  years  the  editor 
and  manager  of  one  of  the  nwst  successful  journals 
in  the  State,  Mr.  Carrington  left  his  impress  for 
good  on  the  community  in  which  he  so  long  and 
prominently  figured.  He  became  identified  as  early 
as  1848  in  the  manufacture  of  malleable  iron,  be- 
ing among  the  first  to  see  the  value  of  the  material. 
There  were  very  few  enterprises  started  in  Xew 
Haven  along  some  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war  and 
following  it  that  he  did  not  assist  both  in  giving 
advice,  which  was  sought,  and  means.  He  was  in- 
terested in  the  Bigelow  Manufacturing  Co..  was 
a  director  in  the  first  horse  street  railway  company- 
organized  in  Xew  Haven  and  the  State,  in  the 
Xew  Haven  County  X'ational  Bank,  the  Grilley 
Screw  Co..  the  Mansfield  Elastic  Frog  Co.,  the  Xew 
Haven  Gas  Light  &  Water  Co.,  and  also  of  the  Xew 
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Haven  Palladium.  For  some  years  prior  to  1849 
Mr.  Carrington  published  tlie  Xczu  Englaiidcr,  then 
edited  by  Theodore  D.  W'oolsey,  of  Yale,  and  Rev. 
Leonard  Bacon.  Mr.  Carrington  acquired  more 
than  a  competence. 

On  Sept.  12,  1838,  Mr.  Carrington  was  married 
to  Harriet  Hayes  Trowbridge,  who  was  born  May 
22,  181 5,  daughter  of  Capt.  Roswell  Trowbridge, 
a  representative  of  a  distinguished  New  Haven 
family,  she  being  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Thomas  Trowbridge,  the  common  an- 
cestor of  the  Trowbridges  in  this  country,  and  who 
emigrated  from  Taunton.  Somersetshire,  England, 
prior  to  1636,  in  which  year  his  name  is  of  record 
as  joining  the  church.  He  located  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  removed  to  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1638-39, 
and  returned  to  England  in  1644.  From  this  emi- 
grant ancestor  Mrs.  (Trowbridge)  Carrington's 
line  of  descent  is  through  Thomas  (2),  Thomas 
(3),  Daniel,  Newman  and  Capt.  Roswell  Trow- 
bridge. 

(H)  Thomas  Trowbridge  (2),  son  of  Thomas 
the  emigrant,  born  in  England  in  1632.  married 
(first)  in  1657  Sarah,  daughter  of  Henry  Ruther- 
ford, who  died  in  1687.  Mr.  Trowbridge  was  an 
enterprising  and  successful  West  India  merchant, 
and  a  man  of  note.     He  died  in  1702. 

(HI)  Thomas  Trowbridge  (3),  son  of  Thomas 
(2),  born  in  1664,  married  in  1685  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  \Mnston.  She  died  in  1742,  and  he  died 
in  1704.    He  was  a  planter  and  merchant. 

(IV)  Daniel  Trowbridge,  son  of  Thomas  (3), 
born  in  1703,  married  in  1731  Mehetabel,  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Brown.  He  died  in  1752,  and  she 
in  1797. 

(V)  Newman  Trowbridge,  son  of  Daniel,  born 
in  1738,  married  (second)  in  1778  Widow  Rebecca 
Cables,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dodd.  He  died  in 
1816,  and  she  in  1808. 

(VI)  Capt.  Roswell  Trowbridge,  son  of  New- 
man, born  in  1784.  married  in  1813  Nancy,  daugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  Hayes.  Capt.  Trowbridge  was  a 
mariner.     He  died  in  1844.  and  his  wife  in  1857. 

(VII)  Harriet  Trowbridge  (Mrs.  John  B. 'Car- 
rington). 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Carrington  and  Har- 
riet Trowbridge  cam.c  children  as  follows  :  Fran- 
ces E.,  born  in  1839,  died  in  1843:  Roswell  T..  born 
in  1841,  died  in  1843:  Edward  T.,  born  in  1843, 
died  in  1883;  Harriet  F.  was  born  in  1845:  Emily 
A.,  in  1847;  John  Bennett,  April  24,  1849:  Har- 
riet T.,  in  1851  ;  and  William,  born  in  1855,  died  in 
1856. 

HENRY  JAMES  CHURCH,  the  oldest  funeral 
director  and  undertaker  in  Meriden,  was  born  in 
East  Haven,  New  Haven  county,  Aug.  r,  1831,  a 
son  of  James  and  Huldah  (Barnes)  Church,  natives 
of  Haddam  and  East  Haven,  respectively. 

The  remote  ancestor  of  this  familv  was  Thomas 


Church,  who  came  from  England  in  1680  and  lived 
and  died  in  Plainfield,  Conn.  He  was  the  grand- 
father of  that  Church  who  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army  and.  when  taken  prisoner  by  the  English 
and  confined  on  their  prison  ship  in  New  York 
harbor,  escaped  by  swimming.  This  distinction 
he  divides  with  only  one  otlier  man.  He  was  the 
grandfather  of  Henry  James  Church,  was  a  farmer 
and  spent  his  life  in  the  town  of  Haddam. 

Isaac  Barnes,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Church,  enlisted  under  Benedict  .\rnold  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary army  and  marched  from  New  Haven  to 
Fort  Ticonderoga.  His  powder  horn  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Andrew  Stoper,  of  New  Britain. 
Isaac  Barnes  was  a  farmer  in  the  town  of  East 
Haven,  and-  his  daughter,  Huldah,  and  grandson. 
Henry  J,  Church,  were  born  there  in  the  house  he 
built  for  his  own  home. 

James  Church,  noted  above,  was  a  shoemaker, 
and  the  latter  part  of  his  business  career  was  spent 
as  a  shoe  merchant  in  the  West  Indies.  He  died  in 
East  Haven  in  1839.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  w-ar 
of  1812.  His  children  were:  Mary;  Harriet,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Horace  Hart ;  Maria,  widow  of 
Edward  Barton  Lewis ;  Daniel  M. ;  Julia,  wife  of 
John  H.  Andrews;  George  K.,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849  and  is  supposed  to  have  died  there ; 
William,  who  died  in  California ;  and  Henry  J.  All 
the  sons  are  deceased,  except  the  youngest  bom, 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  article.  The  daughters 
survive. 

Henry  James  Church  was  reared  in  East  Ha- 
ven, New  Britain  and  Meriden,  where  he  reached 
manhood.  In  1847  he  began  at  !\Ieriden  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  to  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker, 
which  he  mastered ;  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
furniture  store  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war.  In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Church  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F."  15th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  and  the  siege  of  Suffolk, 
after  which  he  was  assigned  to  the  subsistence  de- 
partment of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  9th  Army 
Corps,  2d  Division,  under  Gen.  Burnside,  with 
which  he  remained  until  the  beginning  of  1863, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  District  of  North 
Carolina  and  continued  with  same  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  discharged  July  8,  1865. 
Since  his  return  to  civil  life  our  subject  has  fol- 
lowed his  present  business  and  has  officiated  at 
the  funeral  services  of  over  six  thousand  people. 

Mr.  Church  was  married,  in  1853.  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Luke  T.  and  Elizabeth   (Foster)   Dra- 
per, of  Monson,  Mass.    Of  the  five  children  born  to 
this  marriage  but  one  survives.  Louis  H.,  who  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  business.     He  married 
Maude  Lillian  Marshall,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and 
:  has  one  daughter,  Grace  Huntington.     Mr.  Church 
and  his  family  attend  the  services  of  the  First  M. 
;  E.  Church,  of  Meriden.     He  is  past  commander  of 
:  Merriam   Post,   No.   8,   G.   A.   R. ;   has   taken  the 
!  Knight  Templar  degree  in  Masonry;  is  connected 


"''''■'WBWBI^B^IIBBWip^HP?^ 


■  -IIIIVU 


■i 


i 


-».~r^  »-:..-c»u.^:^^^jabatia>Aaiai-,,.at.jL;^^  -Mili 


COMMEMORATIVE   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


355 


with  the  subordinate  lodge  in   Meriden,  of  which   ! 
he  is  past  master ;  is  enrolled  in  Silver  City  Lodge,   ' 
No.   3,   A.   O.    U.   VV. ;   was   a  charter  member  of 
Myrtle  Loilgc,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  Meriden  Center  Lodge,  Xo.  08,  L  U.  U.  F.,   | 
sharing  this  distinction   with   Charles   Parker.     At    j 
the  present  time  he  is  holding  the  office  of  alderman   j 
of  the  Fourth  ward  of  Meriden ;  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

SOLON  BENJAMIN  PERKINS,  machinist. 
a  native  of  New  Haven  county,  was  born  Dec.  ii, 
1832,  in  the  Mount  Carmel  District  of  the  town  of 
Hamden,  and  has  long  been  numbered  among  the 
respected  citizens  of  Meriden.  His  grandfather, 
Amasa  Perkins,  was  a  native  of  Bethany,  New 
Haven  county,  where  he  grew  up  on  a  farm,  and 
where  he  married  Esther  Hitchcock.  In  early  life 
he  located  at  Cooperstown,  Otsego  Co..  N.  Y.,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  After  the  birth  of  his  eldest 
child,  he  returned  to. Connecticut  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Wallingford,  near  the  Hamden  line,  where 
he  built  a  home  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  on  the  farm  in  Wallingford 
and  were  buried  in  the  north  district  of  Hamden. 
Mr.  Perkins  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  All 
of  his  children,  Lewis,  Burr,  Anna  and  Harriet. 
are  now  deceased.  The  elder  daughter  was  the 
wife  of  Horace  Hall,  and  the  younger  married 
William  D.  Hall,  all  of  Wallingford. 

Lewis  Perkins  was  born  in  Butternuts  (now 
Cooperstown),  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
Connecticut  with  his  parents  when  an  infant.  He 
grew  up  on  the  Wallingford  farm  and  attended  the 
subscription  schools  of  the  time.  After  his  mar- 
riage, he  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  Mount  Carmel 
district  of  Hamden,  where  he  spent  his  life,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  In  addition 
to  farming,  he  followed  teaming  and  butchering. 
He  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  firm  in  support  of 
his  principles.  For  many  years  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  was  everywhere  known  as  "Squire 
Perkins,"  and  was  also  a  notary  public.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  was  married  in 
Hamden  to  Lois  Peck,  a  native  of  that  town,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Peck.  She  died  in  Hamden.  and 
was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  the  family  ceme- 
tery, in  the  North  District.  Like  her  husband,  she 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  she  was  a  faithful  wife  and  mother. 
Their  children  were  four  in  number,  namely :  Solon 
B. ;  Ellen,  widow  of  Russell "  Wilcox,  of  New 
Haven;  Watson  T.,  a  resident  of  Wallingford;  and 
Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Solon  B.  Perkins  received  such  education  as  the 
district  schools  afforded,  but  has  widely  supple- 
mented this  in  the  great  university  of  experience 
and  observation.     He  remained  on  the  hoine  farm 


until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  tiie  world.  His  first  employ- 
ment was  in  the  spoon  shop  of  Robert  Wallace  at 
Quinnipiac,  where  he  received  eight  dollars  per 
month  and  board,  and  continued  two  years.  For 
several  years  he  was  employed  in  the  axle  shop  of 
Henry  Ives,  at  Hamden,  and  was  subsequently  with 
the  Brockett  Axle  Co.  After  a  visit  to  Philadelphia, 
he  went  to  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  shipped  as 
blacksmith  on  a  whaling  vessel  for  a  voyage  of  three 
years  in  the  Arctic  ocean.  During  part  of  this 
service,  he  acted  as  boat  steerer.  in  pursuit  of  the 
whale.  A  brief  visit  to  his  native  place,  during 
which  he  worked  in  a  bolt  shop,  followed,  and  then 
he  went  to  Boston  and  was  employed  during  the 
Civil  war  by  the  Spencer  Ritle  Co.  Having  been 
tendered  a  position  in  the  machine  department  of 
the  bolt  shop  of  Lampson  &  W'oodrutj,  at  Mount 
Carmel,  he  returned  to  that  place  and  continued 
with  the  plant  three  years  after  it  was  removed 
to  Southington  and  operated  by  the  Peck,  Stow  & 
Wilcox  Co.,  being  there  a  contractor  in  the  bolt 
department.  He  next  spent  three  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  bolt  factory  of  Bradley  &  Lewis, 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Disposing  of  his  Southington 
property,  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  at 
New  Haven  for  a  year,  and  was  subsequently  a  fish 
dealer  at  Wallingford  for  a  like  period.  For  the 
next  two  years  he  was  superintendent  of  a  bolt  fac- 
tory of  Lampson  &  Sessions,  at  Cleveland.  Ohio, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Wallingford  and  worked 
for  the  Simpson,  Hall  &  Miller  Co.,  until  1882. 

For  the  past  twenty  years,  he  has  held  a  position 
as  machinist  with  the  Edward  ^kliller  Co.,  of  Merid- 
en, and  is  still  active  and  efficient  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  Of  most  genial  disposition,  he 
is  popular  with  all  classes  of  people,  and  performs 
the  duties  of  a  good  citizen  as  he  sees  them.  He 
is  not  bound  by  any  partisan  rule,  but  votes  for 
his  convictions  at  all  times,  and  seeks  to  conform 
his  daily  life  to  the  simple  rule  laid  down  by  the 
Savior,  to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by.  He  is  a 
member  of  Accanant  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Walling- 
ford, is  devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  and  highly 
respected   in   the   community. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  married  Feb.  23,  1864,  to  Miss 
Rosalie  Farrell.  a  native  of  Boston,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Man,-  (Macready)  Farrell.  Henry  Far- 
rell was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Lawrence,  Mass.. 
and  was  a  son  of  George  Farrell,  a  Scotch-Irish 
linen  manufacturer.  Airs.  Farrell's  father,  Henry 
Macready,  was  also  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr. 
Farrell  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  died  in  the  city  of  Lawrence.  Mrs.  Perkins 
was  quite  young  when  her  parents  settled  at 
Lawrence,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  city.  She  is  a  cultivated  and  retined  woman. 
of  liberal  views,  and  makes  her  home  the  dearest 
place  to  her  family. 

The  only  child  of  Solon  B.  Perkins  and  wife 
is  Louis  Henry,  born  Jan.  11,  1865.  at  Lawrence, 
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Mass.,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleve- 
land, Wallingford  and  New  Haven.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  employed  in  the  factory  of  the 
Edward  Miller  Co.,  and  is  now  foreman  of  the 
lamp  department.  His  social  nature  has  made  him 
prominent  in  the  fraternal  and  benevolent  organ- 
izations of  the  town.  He  is  a  member  of  Meridian 
Lodge,  Xo.  77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Keystone  Chapter, 
No.  27,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hamilton  Council,  Xo.  22,  R.  & 
S.  M.,  in  which  he  is  recorder;  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery,  Xo.  9,  K.  T. ;  and  Pyramid  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Bridgeport.  He  is  also  identified 
with  Pacific  Lodge,  Xo.  87,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  Silver 
City  Lodge,  Xo.  90,  X.  E.  O.  P.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  been  several  years 
secretary  of  its  Sunday  school.  He  is  independent 
in  politics,  but  devoted  to  every  work  promising 
to  promote  the  general  welfare. 

LETSOME  TERRELL  WOOSTER.  One  of 
the  most  influential  men  of  the  X'augatuck  Valley  is 
Letsome  Terrell  Wooster,  whose  face  is  familiar  in 
bmsiness,  church  and  educational  circles  through- 
out the  State,  yir.  Wooster  was  born  in  Water- 
bury.  He  is  the  seventh  in  descent  from  Edward 
Wooster,  who  came  across  the  water  from  England 
in  1630  and  founded  the  family  home  in  the  green 
hills  of  Connecticut,  whence  this  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily has  not  migrated  for  over  two  and  one-half  cen- 
turies. 

The  Colonial  hero,  a  man  of  great  courage, 
deep  piety  and  abiding  patriotism,  uprooted  him- 
self for  religion's  sake  from  the  haunts  of  his 
ancestors  and,  with  a  handful  of  brave  compatriots 
of  like  convictions,  established  the  first  traces  of 
Anglo-Saxon  civilization  along  the  ~hores  of  the 
Housatonic,  the  two  towns  which  are  glad  to  do 
him  honor  being  Milford  and  Derby.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  descendants  of  Edward  Wooster 
were  early  drawn  into  the  Revolutionary  movement 
and  that  we  find  them  everywhere  connected  with 
the  wars  of  that  period.  Thus  it  is  that  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  points  to  an  ancestry  of  six 
illustrious  Revolutionary  commissioned  officers, 
among  them  Gen.  David  Wooster  and  the  great 
lieutenant  of  French  and  Indian  war  fame,  Gideon 
Hotchkiss. 

■  Letsome  T.  Wooster  is  likewise  sixth  in  descent 
from  Rev.  John  Bower,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1649  who  became,  in  1652.  the 
first  instructor  in  the  classics  in  the  school  which 
eventually  grew  into  Yale  L'niversity,  and  who 
later,  in  1672.  became  the  first  minister  in  Derby, 
where  he  performed  the  multifarious  duties  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  such  a  Colonial  dignitary  until  his 
death,  in  1688. 

The  two  and  one-half  centuries  which  have  inter- 
vened since  the  stirring  Colonial  days  have  served 
but  to  transfer,  as  through  a  single  generation,  the 
'Sterling  characteristics  of  these  early  heroes  to  their 
lineal  descendant,  Letsome  Terrell  Wooster.       The 


sympathy  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity that  Mr.  Wooster  feels  and  substantially 
shows  in  his  many  benevolences  are  the  outcome  of 
generations  of  patriotic  forbears  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  the  cause  of  church  and  State  in  this 
locality  since  1630.  He  has  been  from  early  man- 
hood closely  identified  with  educational  matters  and 
is  at  the  present  time  a  trustee  of  Wesleyan  L'niver- 
sity. His  interest  in  the  cause  of  religion  is  one 
of  the  strong  traits  of  his  character  and  he  has  al- 
wavs  given  munificently  to  churches  throughout  the 
\VlIey. 

^vlr.  Wooster  is  the  oldest  and  best-known  brass 
manufacturer  in  the  United  States.  He  is  the 
founder  and  principal  stockholder  of  the  Seymour 
Manufacturing  Company,  a  prosperous  concern 
brought  to  its  present  degree  of  success  by  Mr. 
Wooster's  executive  ability,  inventive  genius  and 
rare  knowledge  of  metals.  He  is  a  metallurgiit  of 
admitted  power,  using  many  of  his  own  secret 
formulas,  notably  one  for  German  silver,  which 
make  the  product  from  his  manufactory  especially 
in  demand  by  concerns  requiring  delicacy  and  pli- 
ability, as  well  as  strength  and  durability,  in  their 
metais.  His  molds  for  casting  brass  have  revolu- 
tionized that  feature  of  this  great  manufacturing  in- 
dustry, and  innumerable  devices  of  his  own  inven- 
tion for  saving  time  and  labor  have  made  the  Sey- 
mour Manufacturing  Company  a  model  of  modern 
methods  in  its  unsurpassed  capacity  for  business. 

!Mr.  Wooster's  pre-eminence  in  the  business  af- 
fairs of  the  X^augatuck  Valley  is  recognized.  Early 
in  life  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  president  of  the 
Waterbury  Brass  Company  to  abandon  his  chosen 
career  of  mechanical  engineer  and  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  brass.  This  was  in  1852.  He  sub- 
sequently went  to  Torrington  with  Hon.  Lyman  W. 
Coe,  and  with  him  organized  the  Coe  Brass  Com- 
pany, remaining  as  manager  for  eight  years.  For 
the  last  twenty  years  he  has  been  associated  with 
his  brother  in  Seymour,  and  is  officially  connected 
with  the  following  concerns  in  that  town :  The 
Seymour  Manufacturing  Company,  the  Seymour 
Electric  Light  Company,  the  H.  A.  Mathews  Com- 
pany  and   the   Rimmon   Manufacturing   Company. 

FRANK  S.  ANDREW.  For  generations  the 
Andrew  family  have  been  residents  of  X'ew  Haven 
county,  and  for  a  third  of  a  century  the  name  has 
been  one  of  prominence  in  the  commercial  circles  of 
the  city  of  Xew  Haven,  the  name  being  particularly 
well  known  through  all  this  section  on  account  of 
the  extensive  business,  in  the  meat  and  provision 
line,  conducted  bv  the  establishments  of  F.  S.  An- 
drew &  Co.,  C.  C' Andrew  &  Co..  and  H.  L.  Andrew 
&  Co.,  at  Xos.  183  to  197  State  street.  The  last 
named  firm  has  retired  from  business. 

Frank  S.  Andrew,  the  founder  of  this  business, 
has  long  been  an  influential  citizen  and  prominent 
business  man  of  Xew  Haven.  Born  Xov.  21.  1S41, 
in  th€  town  of  X'augatuck,  he  is  a  son  of  the  late 
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Samuel  and  Salina  (Smith)  Andrew,  and  grandson 
of  William  Andrew.  Samuel  Andrew  was  born  in 
1800,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  the  town  of 
Orange,  where  he  resided  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  'thirties,  when  he  moved  to  Oxford.  He  died 
in  1875  in  the  village  of  Xaugatuck.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Samuel  Andrew  and  wife :  Samuel 
N.;  Caroline  A.,  widow  of  B.  Booth,  of  New  Hav- 
en; Esther  L.,  deceased;  George  S.,  also  deceased; 
and  Frank  S. 

Frank  S.  Andrew  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Naugatuck  and  at  intervals  clerked  in  the  store  of 
his  brother,  George  S.,  who  for  years  was  a  prom- 
inent merchant  in  that  town.  He  was  occupied  in 
clerking  the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  1855, 
when  he  came  to  New  Haven,  and  for  two  years 
was  clerk  and  errand  boy  in  the  store  of  B.  Booth. 
Returning  to  Naugatuck  in  1857,  he  was  for  about 
four  years  a  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  H.  Stevens 
&  Co.,  manufacturers  of  carriages.  Following  this, 
for  a  short  time,  he  traveled  for  a  Philadelphia  busi- 
ness house  through  Massachusetts.  He  taught 
school  in  Red  Oak  district,  in  the  town  of  Oxford, 
Conn.,  during  one  winter,  and  soon  after  opened  a 
store  in  Naugatuck,  Conn.  The  first  week's  sales 
amounted  to  five  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents.  His 
energy  and  push  were  soon  felt  in  the  business, 
which  rapidly  increased  until  the  weekly  sales  ap- 
proximated from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Andrew  carried  on  thiii  general  store  until 
1867,  when  he  disposed  of  the  business  and  returned 
to  New  Haven,  in  which  city  he  was  employed  as  a 
salesman  in  the  pork  packing  establishment  of 
William  Hull  &  Co.  In  1868  he  associated  himself 
in  the  pork  packing  and  provision  business  with 
Ansel  Hurlburt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Andrew  & 
Hurlburt,  and  managed  an  extensive  trade.  In  1872 
these  gentlemen  erected  a  large  pork-packing  house, 
and  they  continued  in  business  together  until  1874, 
when  Mr.  Andrew  purchased  his  partner's  interest, 
and  later  the  firm  became  F.  S.  Andrew  &  Co., 
our  subject  taking  as  partners  two  of  his  clerks, 
L.  C.  Bates,  now  of  L.  C.  Bates  &  Co.,  and  B.  A. 
Booth,  now  of  the  Booth  !Meat  Co.,  all  of  New 
Haven.  Their  establishment  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1883,  but  was  soon  rebuilt  by  the  new  firm.  In 
the  course  of  the  intervening  years  the  business  has 
grown  largely,  through  the  enterprise,  industry  and 
good  management  of  the  chief  head,  Frank  S.  An- 
drew, and  the  several  branches  as  given  above  under 
different  titles,  have  been  added.  These  houses  do 
3n  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  business  in  meats, 
provisions,  butter,  eggs,  cheese,  etc.  ^Ir.  .\ndrew 
has  the  reputation  of  Being  a  broad-minded,  liberal 
and  progressive  gentleman,  and  has  ever  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  advancement  of 
New  Haven.  During  his  third  of  a  century's  active 
biisiness  life  in  New  Haven  he  has  been  connected 
with  various  outside  enterprises,  and  figured  cjuite 
extensively  in  the  city's  affairs.  Mr.  .\ndrew  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  and  for  a  time  a  director 


in  the  New  Haven  Co-operative  Loan  Association, 
which  is  now  out  of  business.  He  has  been  a  large 
holder  of  real  estate  and  of  stocks,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  New  York  Produce  and  Mercantile  E.x- 
ciiange.  Politically  Mr.  Andrew  is  a  Democrat, 
but  while  ever  greatly  interested  in  public  affairs, 
he  has  cared  little  for  political  preferment.  How- 
ever, for  a  number  of  years  he  held  the  office  of 
selectman  in  New  Haven,  and  for  several  years  of 
that  time  served  as  president  of  the  board.  Mainly 
through  his  efforts  "Springside  Home"  was  given 
its  present  location,  Mr.  Andrew  doing  practically 
all  the  negotiating  for  the  farm,  on  which  this  grand 
institution  of  the  city  is  located.  It  was  during  his 
service  as  selectman  that  the  eastern  city  limits  were 
extended,  anne.xing  Fair  Haven,  ^lorris  Cove, 
Light  House  Point,  and  South  End.  This  addi- 
tion to  the  city  was  bitterly  fought,  and  at  the 
time,  the  officials  who  were  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing it  about  came  in  for  an  abundance  of  censure 
from  the  less  foresighted.  The  wisdom  of,  and  ad- 
vantages from,  this  annexation  have  long  been  evi- 
dent, and  its  one  time  opposers  soon  afterward 
became  its  most  ready  sanctioners.  In  1S82  Air. 
Andrew  was  declared  elected  mayor  of  New  Haven, 
and  received  his  certificate  of  election.  This  elec- 
tion was  contested  in  the  courts  and  after  a  pro- 
tracted hearing  his  opponent  was  seated,  though  our 
subject  had  many  friends  who  stood  by  him  faith- 
fully. For  nearly  six  years  he  served  the  city  of 
New  Haven  as  police  commissioner,  and  for  sev- 
eral terms  acted  as  president  of  that  board.  During 
his  connection  with  that  portion  of  the  city's  gov- 
ernment he  was  a  leader  in  many  movements  that 
were  then  new,  and  which  the  less  progressive  op- 
posed. The  judgment  and  foresight  of  those  in 
favor  of  them  will  be  evident  when  it  is  stated  that 
these  new  ideas  included  the  conduit  system,  the 
Veteran  Reserve  and  the  Police  Pension  Bill,  and 
other  features  in  that  department  that  remained 
permanent  fixtures.  The  outlying  police  districts 
were  established,  enabling  members  of  the  force 
to  report  at  nearer  stations,  thus  obviating  the  neces- 
sity of  going  long  distances  to  report  at  head- 
quarters, and  rendering  the  service  much  better. 
The  police  department  made  rapid  strides  toward 
advancement  during  Mr.  Andrew's  connection 
therewith.  In  all  his  public  service  Mr.  Andrew 
has  taken  the  same  business-like  interest  in  his 
duties  that  he  takes  in  his  own  aft'airs.  He_  is_  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Civil  Service  Board  of  New 
Haven,  for  examination  of  all  municipal  employes, 
and  has  been  secretary  of  that  board  for  years. 

Sociallv  Mr.  Andrew  is  a  member  of  Hiram 
Lodge,  F.'  &  A.  M. ;  Franklin  Chapter :  Harmony 
Council ;  New  Haven  Commandery  :  and  has  reached 
the  thirty-second  degree,  and  holds  membership  in 
Pyramid'  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Ro\al  Arcanum,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the 
Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows,  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  Haven.     Mr.  Andrew  is  one 
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of  the  prominent  members  of  Dwight  Place  Church, 
and  for  over  fifteen  years  served  as  a  member  of 
the  society  committee,  being  excused  from  further 
service  as  such  at  his  own  request.  While  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  he  acted  on  two  occasions  as 
chairman  of  the  building  committees  that  caused 
to  be  built  the  Sabbath-school  room,  made  other  im- 
provements that  greatly  enlarged  the  auditorium, 
saw  to  the  putting  in  of  new  seats,  the  lowering 
of  the  main  floor  of  the  edifice  and  other  improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Andrew  has  been  successful,  and  has  risen 
to  his  position  among  the  substantial  residents  of 
the  city  entirely  through  his  own  efforts.  His  life, 
while  successful,  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  its  re- 
verses as  well  as  its  successes.  He  has  gone  stead- 
ily forward,  and  his  standing  in  his  city  today  has 
come  after  years  of  straightforward  business  deal- 
ing. As  a  business  man  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  safe,  shrewd  and  careful  kind,  being  able  to 
see  readily  the  value  of  an  enterprise. 

The  first  marriage  of  Air.  Andrew,  which  was 
celebrated  May  17,  1866,  was  to  Miss  Julia  Cutler, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  Cutler.  Her  death  occurred 
Feb.  II,  1888.  The  following  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage :  Clarence  C. ;  Harry  L.  and  Louis 
(twins),  the  latter  deceased;  Alfred,  deceased;  and 
Frank  I.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Andrew,  in 
1891,  was  to  Miss  Clara  Lamson,  of  Beverly,  Mass., 
and  the  children  of  this  union  are :  Ruth,  Esther 
and  Helen.  Mr.'  Andrew  is  a  genial,  companion- 
able man,  the  soul  of  generosity  and  hospitality, 
and  consequently  is  popular  with  all  classes,  and 
has  been  deservedly  successful.  He  ranks  very  high 
in  the  esteem  of  both  his  business  and  social 
associates. 

VALENTINE  BOHL.  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  respected  business  men  of  \\'aterbury, 
whose  methods  in  trade  are  characterized  by  hon- 
esty and  integrity,  and  whose  personal  reputation 
is  of  the  best,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Roschbach, 
Rhenish-Bavaria,  Germany,  Feb.  28,  1847. 

Valentine  Bohl,  his  father,  was  born  Jan.  22. 
1820,  at  Burrweiler,  in  the  same  province,  son  of 
Jacob  Bohl,  a  shoemaker,  and  grandson  of  Simon 
Bohl.  \'alentine  Bohl  was  a  clerk  of  the  town,  a 
teacher  and  a  musician,  with  about  one  hundred 
pupils  under  his  charge.  He  never  came  to  Amer- 
ica, dying  in  Bavaria  in  1893.  He  married  Anna 
Maria  Seiter,  who  was  born  in  1819,  in  the  town 
of  Ramberg,  same  province,  daughter  of  Phillip 
Seiter,  who  was  a  butcher  and  an  innkeeper.  Mrs. 
Bohl  died  in  i8<:)2.  The  parents  were  Catholics  in 
r-eligious  faith.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children : 
Valentine,  Edward,  John,  Simon,  Anna  and  Cath- 
erine. Edward  died  in  the  old  country  about  1897 ; 
as  principal  of  a  large  normal  school  he  had  at- 
tained eminence.  John  is  a  teacher  in  the  high 
school  at  Ludwigshafen.  Bavaria.  Simon  is  a 
butcher  in  Waterburv,  Conn.     Anna  married  a  Mr. 


Hall,  who  is  a  teacher  at  Ludwigshafen.  Catherine 
married  John  Bruch,  a  teacher,  who  succccfled  to 
the  place  left  vacant  bv  the  retirement  of  Valentine 
Bohl,  Sr. 

\'alentine  Bohl  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of 
his  life  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1861,  in  company  with  an  uncle  who  was  engaged 
in  the  butcher  business  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
With  him  young  Valentine  spent  seven  years,  and 
learned  the  business  thoroughly.  In  1869  Mr.  Bohl 
came  to  Waterbury,  where  he  opened  a  shop  to 
engage  in  his  trade.  From  December,  1869,  to  Feb. 
I,  1888,  he  carried  on  a  retail  meat  business,  and 
had  a  patronage  that  steadily  increased  under  his 
management.  In  February,  1888,  he  disposed  of 
his  retail  meat  interests  and  opened  a  wholesale 
market  for  all  kinds  of  fresh  and  prepared  meats — 
his  business  at  the  present  time.  Success  has  at- 
tended his  efforts  to  a  remarkable  degree.  In  1S93 
he  put  up  a  very  valuable  block,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  city,  which  he  sold  in  1898.  Mr.  Bohl  is 
doing  well,  and  all  who  appreciate  thrift  and  honest 
industry  will  be  interested  in  the  story  of  his  suc- 
cessful career. 

In  1873  Valentine  Bohl  married  Emma  Draher, 
who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  daughter  of  John 
Draher,  a  native  of  Germany.  She  died  in  1882, 
the  mother  of  live  children,  of  whom  the  only  one 
now  living  is  Amelia.  Mr.  Bohl  has  not  remar- 
ried. Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  he 
is  a  member  of  Townsend  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
Concordia  .Singing  Society  and  other  German  as- 
sociations and  takes  much  pride  and  satisfaction 
in  preserving  the  old  German  songs  and  social 
pleasures.     He  attends  the  Episcopal  Church. 

PATRICK  JOHN  QUIGLEY,  superintendent 
of  the  Hubbard,  Brookside,  and  City  Parks,  is  one  of 
the  Silver  City's  well-known  Irish-Americans.  He 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Orange,  New  Haven  Co., 
Conn.,  March  27,  1842. 

His  father,  Patrick  Ouigley,  was  a  native  of 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  where,  at  one  time,  well-to-do 
farmers  and  land  owners  made  up  the  family,  the 
patrimony  being  later  reduced  by  investments  in 
fast  horses  and  kindred  unprofitable  speculations. 
Patrick  Quigley  could  not  find  prospects  of  suf- 
ficient brightness  at  home,  so  left  for  the  new 
world,  and  after  a  long  passage  in  a  sailing  vessel 
landed  in  New  Y'ork.  Coming  to  Derby,  Conn., 
he  found  employment  with  "Uncle"  John  B.  Davis, 
at  eight  dollars  a  month,  and  remained  at  it  for  a 
year  and  a  half.  He  was  the  first  Irishman  in 
Derby,  and  as  there  was  then  no  Catholic  Church 
there,  he  had  to  go  to  New  Haven  to  attend  mass. 
This  he  did  regularly  every  Sunday  for  the  tirst 
ten  months  of  his  residence  in  D^rby,  having  been 
brought  up  strictly  in  the  tenets  and  faith  of  the 
Church  of  his  fathers.  After  saving  $150.  he  went 
to  the  town  of  Orange,  Conn.,  where  he  invested  in 
a  small  tract  of  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
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timbering.  'He  contracted  for  ship  timber,  which 
was  shipped  to  New  York  on  scows  from  Derby, 
and  he  also  engaged  in  furnishing  telegraph  poles. 
lie  thus  furnished  the  poles  for  the  tirst  telegraph 
line  between  New  Haven  and  Derby,  as  well  as  the 
tall  poles  used  to  string  the  wires  over  the  elm  trees 
at  the  New  Haven  Green.  While  unloading  poles 
he  met  with  an  injury  to  his  back  which  laid  him  up 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  his  troubles  were 
further  increased  by  a  coid,  caught  while  engaged 
in  cleaning  out  a  well.  These  combined  disasters 
resulted  in  his  death  in  1S55,  and  he  found  a  last 
resting  place  in  Birmingham.  He  was  a  Whig,  an 
anti-slavery  man,  and  a  devoted  member  ol  the 
Catholic  Church.  Through  the  agency  of  Francis 
Donnelly  he  furnished  for  Fair  Haven  300  maple 
trees  which  still  stand  to  shade  and  beautify  the 
streets  of  the  town.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly 
Catharine  Deleaney,  a  native  of  County  yueens, 
Ireland,  died  in  Ansonia  in  1870,  and  is  buried  be- 
side her  husband,  whom  she  resembled  as  a  con- 
sistent Catholic,  and  to  whom  she  bore  ten  children : 
(i_)  James,  a  bugler  and  later  lieutenant  in  the 
Civil  war,  now  dead;  (Jj  Patrick  J.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  (3)  William,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Water- 
bury;  (4j  Catharine,  deceased,  wife  of  Eugene 
Flannigan;  (5)  Alice;  {0)  Edward,  both  dead; 
and  four  others,  all  of  whom  died  young. 

Patrick  J.  (juigley  was  still  very  young  when  he 
lost  his  father,  and  he  is  a  self-educated  man,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  when  nine  years  of  age  he  was  ob- 
liged to  face  the  problem  of  self  support.  Later, 
when  he  grew  to  know  the  value  of  education,  he 
spent  his  leisure  in  well  directed  study  and  has  thus 
become  a  well  informed  man.  His  first  work,  in 
the  cotton  mill  of  Mr.  Perkins  in  the  town  of 
Orange,  and  which  netted  him  fifty  cents  a  week, 
was  so  well  performed  that  he  was  soon  able  to  earn 
fifty  cents  a  day.  After  a  service  of  two  years  in 
the  mill  he  went  to  work  for  A.  H.  &  C.  B.  Ailing, 
manufacturers  of  woolen  goods  in  Orange,  and 
later,  in  Birmingham,  Conn.,  held  the  position  of 
assistant  foreman  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war.  Thereupon  he  enlisted  in  Orange  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  15th  Conn.  V.  L,  under  Col. 
Dexter  R.  Wright  and  Captain  George  M.  White, 
with  whom  he  served  for  three  years,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Kinston,  Suttolk 
and  others.  He  was  the  first  citizen  of  Orange  to 
enlist,  and  he  not  only  faithfully  performed  the 
regular  service  of  his  regiment,  but  frequently  vol- 
unteered for  reconnoissance  and  other  hazardous 
responsibility.  At  the  battle  of  Kinston,  he  re- 
ceived a  bullet  wound,  but  was  fortunate  in  being 
one  out  of  a  hundred  to  escape  capture  by  the  en- 
emy. At  the  time  he  was  a  corporal,  and  after  the 
parole  of  the  regiment,  he  was  placed  in  the  color 
guard,  and  there  remained  for  the  rest  of  the 
service.  He  attended  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington under  Gen.  Casey,  and  was  mustered  out  aj; 
New   Haven.     Returning   home,   he   spent   a   year 


with  his  mother  on  the  farm,  and  then  went  to  An- 
sonia, where  he  continued  as  clerk  in  a  store  until 
after  his  mother's  death. 

In  1870  Mr.  Quigley  came  to  Meriden  and  ob- 
tained a  position  with  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co., 
and  for  nine  years  was  employed  as  contractor  on 
special  work.  Resigning  this  position,  he  went  west 
and  located  in  Kansas,  where  he  remained  som.e 
months,  but,  preferring  the  East,  returned,  and 
again  entered  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plate  factory,  re- 
maining for  two  years.  During  this  period  he  be- 
came interested  in  a  new  system  of  disinfecting 
cesspools,  etc.,  and  after  resigning  his  position  with 
the  silver  plate  company,  introduced  this  system  in 
Meriden.  He  was  engaged  also  in  paving  and 
other  contract  work  on  the  highways,  and  in  1896 
sold  out  his  business  to  Mr.  Edward  H.  Higgin- 
son,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  m  park 
work. 

When  Mr.  Hubbard  wished  to  lay  out  the  park 
which  bears  his  name,  Mr.  Quigley  was  appointed 
to  superintend  the  work,  and  so  faithfully  and  well 
was  his  task  performed,  that  in  the  estimation  of 
the  people  of  Meriden,  he  shares  with  Mr.  Hubbard 
the  credit  of  having  produced  one  of  the  city's  finest 
and  most  beneficent  pleasure  grounds.  The  pretty 
artificial  lakes  and  beautiful  driveways,  the  tower, 
36  feet  high,  and  the  rustic  seats,  were  all  created 
under  Mr.  Quigley's  supervision.  In  addition  to 
Hubbard  park,  he  superintended  the  laying  out  of 
Brookside  park,  and  he  is  i^at  present)  superintend- 
ent of  the  City  park.  As  indicated  in  his  work, 
Mr.  Quigley  is'a  man  of  artistic  tastes,  and  his  con- 
scientious devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  those 
who  rely  upon  him  insures  a  continuation  of  the  suc- 
cess so  richly  deserved. 

Mr.  Quigley  was  married  by  Father  Russell, 
in  :Meriden,  Aug.  31,  1874,  to  Elizabeth  Greer,  born 
in  2sleriden,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Moran)  Greer,  natives  of  Ireland.  The  former, 
of  Scotch  descent,  died  in  ^leriden.  The  latter, 
who  is  living  here  with  her  daughter,  is  a  wo- 
man of  fine  character,  and  a  member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  ]Mrs.  Quigley,  who  is  a  cultured  wo- 
man of  pleasing  manners,  is  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  and  presides  over  the  finest  home  on  Ken- 
sington avenue  with  well-known  hospitality.  Of 
enviable  ancestry,  she  is  a  direct  descendant  of 
King  Gregory,  of  Scotland.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father. Abraham,  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Sligo, 
Ireland,  whither  he  removed  from  Scotland  about 
18 1 5,  and  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  wife.  Margaret  ( Strudgeon)  Greer,  belonged 
to  a  wealthy  mercantile  family  of  the  vicinity  of 
Sligo,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  1817, 
and  died  in  Meriden.  in  1SS4.  This  son,  who  mar- 
ried against  parental  wishes,  was  disinherited  in 
consequence,  and  thereafter  went  to  England.  In 
1849  he  came  to  America,  and  after  spending  a 
year  in   Massachusetts,  located   in   West  Meriden, 
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where  for  several  years  he  was  employed  as  steward 
on  the  Alvah  Alerriam  estate.  While  holding  this 
position,  he  bought  a  farm  of  nine  acres  on  Xorth 
Broad  street,  and  in  1869  increased  his  possessions 
by  the  purchase  of  250  acres  on  the  Westtield  road, 
East  Meriden.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Although  opposed  to  slaver}-,  and  an 
ardent  Republican,  he  never  took  an  active  interest 
in  f>olitics,  preferring  in  later  life  to  devote  his 
energies  entirely  to  agriculture.  The  wife  for  whom 
he  had  sacrificed  his  heritage  died  in  1839,  and  in 
Liverpool,  England,  he  married  Margaret  ]\loran, 
about  1846.  The  second  Mrs.  Greer  is  a  daughter 
of  Patrick  and  Alargaret  (Austin)  Moran,  natives 
of  County  Queens,  Ireland.  Abraham,  a  son  of  the 
first  marriage,  died  in  Meriden  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen. Of  the  second  marriage  there  are  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Patrick  J.  Ouigley : 
Thomas  ;  ^largaret,  wife  of  William  Burton  ;  Jane, 
the  wife  of  Patrick  Swain  ;  George  and  Mary,  twins  ; 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Monahan.  All  live  in 
Meriden  except  the  third,  who  resides  in  Bridge- 
port.    The  father  was  an  Episcopalian. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Ouigley  and  their  three  children 
are  members  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church.  Of  the 
children,  (i)  Mary  Elizabeth  was  born  in  INIeriden, 
.  educated  at  St.  Rose's  Convent,  afterward  taught 
music,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Harry  S.  Bradford, 
of  Meriden;  (2)  Josephine,  educated  at  St.  Rose's 
school  and  graduated  from  Aleriden  High  school,  is 
a  young  lady  of  musical  and  general  talent;  (3) 
and  Kittie  A.,  also  educated  at  St.  Rose's  school  and 
graduated  in  1900  from  Meriden  High  school,  is 
equally  versatile. 

Mr.  Quiglev  is  a  member  of  Alerriam  Post 
No.  8,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Silver  City  Lodge,  Xo.  3,  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Amaranth 
Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  during 
the  war  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  He  was 
twice  elected  to  the  council  from  the  Fifth  ward, 
and  served  on  the  Street,  Health,  and  Water  com- 
mittees. 

CHARLES  JOHN  HEIXEMAX  (deceased), 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  German-Amer- 
ican citizens  of  Meriden.  was  born  Dec.  12,  1842, 
at  Wolfhagen,  in  Hessen-Cassel,  Germany.  His  fa- 
ther, John  Heineman,  was  born  in  the  same  place, 
and  acquired  the  art  of  making  fine  shoes.  There 
he  married  Amelia  Ritter.  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
eldest.  Henrietta,  the  second,  died  when  young. 
The  voungest,  John  Conrad,  makes  his  home  in 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  He  married  (first)  Sarah  Holmes. 
and  (second)  Jane,  widow  of  William  Wheeler, 
and  sister  of  his  first  wife.  John  Heineman,  Sr., 
brought  his  wife  and  young  children  to  America. 
arriving  in  Xew  York  Jan.  22,  1845,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  in  Xew  York  until  obliged  bv  ill  health 
to  give  it  up.  After  spending  a  sliort  time  at  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.,  in  the  hope  of  restoring  his  strength. 


he  returned  to  Xew  York,  where  he  died  and  was 
buried.  He  was  a  memijcr  of  the  Moravian  Church. 
His  widow  married  Moritz  Kramer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  with  whom  siie  came  to  Meriden.  She 
died  Aug.  2,  1877,  while  on  a  visit  to  her  son  in 
Brooklyn,  and  was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery, 
m  that  city.  Mr.  Kramer  died  April  14,  1901,  and 
was  buried  in  Wahuit  Grove  cenieter>-.  The  first 
two  of  his  seven  children — Minnie  and  Augusta-— 
died  in  childhood.  Herman,  who  married  Louise 
Martin,  resides  in  Meriden.  Pauline  is  the  widow 
of  William  Brownlee,  who  died  in  Xew  Bedford, 
:Mass.  Edward,  who  married  Mary  Wickham,  re- 
sides in  Meriden.  Emily  and  Minnie,  both  of  whom 
are  unmarried,  reside  in  Meriden. 

Charles  J.  Heineman  came  to  .America  with  his 
parents,  and  remained  in  Xew  York  until  fifteen 
vears  of  age,  attending  the  schools  of  that  city.  He 
then  went  to  Wallingford.  Conn.,  where  he  learned 
the  art  of  chasing  and  engraving  with  August  Gang- 
lott,  who  was  engaged  in  Britannia  manufacturing. 
When  that  business  was  moved  to  Meriden,  and 
conducted  bv  I.  C.  Lewis  and  others,  Mr.  Heinernan 
came  to  Meriden  and  worked  in  the  Britannia  fac- 
tory, at  his  trade,  several  years.  After  spending 
two  vears  in  the  same  line  in  Brooklyn,  X.  \.,  he 
returned  to  Meriden  and  entered  the  factory  of  the 
Wilcox  Silver  Plate  Co.,  as  engraver,  continuing 
with  them  until  1900,  when  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  abandon  active  labor.  On  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Fasv,  as  foreman  of  the  engraving  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Heineman  took  his  place,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  with  conspicuous  ability  and  success_ 
as  long  as  he  was  able  to  work.  After  years  of 
battling  with  disease  he  passed  away,  at  his  home  ■ 
on  Hobart  street,  Oct.  12,  1901.  and  was  buried  in 
the  East  cemetery.  The  following  notice  of  his 
funeral  is  copied  from  the  Meriden  Journal  of  Oct. 
15,  1901: 

The  mo'^t  largely  attended  funeral  that  Meriden  has 
had  in  several  years  was  that  of  Charles  J.  Heineman, 
which  took  place  this  afternoon  from  the  house.  150  Hobart 
street  By  i  o'clock  the  friends  of  the  deceased  began  to 
assemble  at  the  house,  and  at  i  -.30  o'clock,  half  an  hour 
before  the  time  set  for  the  funeral,  the  house  was  filled 
with  sympathizing  friends  and  a  large  number  who  could 
not  find  room  in  the  house  were  on  the  lawn  in  front. 

About  I  -.4^  the  members  of  the  Meriden  fire  depart- 
ment, who  had'met  at  the  Pratt  street  headquarters,  and 
the  Turners,  who  had  met  at  their  hall  across  the  street, 
marched  in  a  body  to  the  house,  increasing  the  number  by 
about  150.  Chief"  F.  L.  Cowing  and  .Assistant  Chief  \\ . 
H.  Seery  were  at  the  head  of  the  firemen  and  President 
Fred  Weber  led  the  Turners. 

During  the  noon  hour  the  employes  of  Factory  N,  I. 
S.  Co..  yisited  the  house  in  a  body  to  view  the  remains  of 
their  fellow   workman. 

The  remains  reposed  in  a  handsome  black  broad- 
cloth covered  casket  in  the  front  parlor,  and  one  by  one 
friends  passed  by  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  departed,  who 
had  ever  been  well  liked  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

The  Episcopal  funeral  service  was  read  by  Rev.  .A. 
T.  Randall  shortly  after  2  o'clock,  and  as  he  finished  the 
•impressive  ceremony  the  Turner  Liedertafel  sang  in  Ger- 
man  "Ruhig   Schlaeft   der   Saenger"    (Sweetly   Sleeps  the 
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Singer).  The  singing  was  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Randall,  and  then  Charles  Meyer,  representing  the 
Turner  Society,  delivered  a  touching  eulogy  upon  the  life 
of  the  dead  member.  He  spoke  in  highest  praise  of  the 
many  good  qualities  of  Mr.  Heineman. 

.•\t  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Meyer's  remarks  Joseph  Geld- 
tnacher,  of  Brooklyn,  a  nephew  of  the  deceased,  sang  in 
a  deen  baritone  voice  "That  Beautiful  Land  on  High." 

The  fire  department  headed  the  procession,  which 
included  every  public  hack  in  town,  as  well  as  a  large 
number  of  private  carriages.  The  Turners  followed  the 
hearse,  the  bearers  walking  on  either  side.  The  bearers 
were:  L.  H.  Sutterlin  and  D.  T.  Lyon,  from  the  Volun- 
teer Hose  Company ;  Joseph  Heck,  froin  Montowese  Tribe. 
I.   O.   R.   M. :   Herman   Weber,   from   the  Turner   Society: 

William  Dickinson,  from  Court  Meriden.  F.  of  A.,  and 
Matthew  Beatty,  from  Factory  X,  Shop  Aid  Society. 

The  flower  bearers  were :     Albert  Patzke.  from  Silver 

City  Lodge.   A.   O,   U.   W..  and  Wilton   A.   Taylor,   from 

Electric  Lodge.  N.  E.  O.  P. 

At  the  grave  in  the  family  lot  in  the  East  cemetery 

the  committal   service  was  read  by  Rev.  Mr.  Randall  and 

the  Liedertafel  sanj;  "Rest  in  Peace." 

As    the    funeral    procession    started,    shortly   after    3 

o'clock,  the  fire  alarm  bells  began   to  toll.  Superintendent 

Buckley  sending  in  fifty-nine  strokes,  one  for  each  year  of 

life  of  the  deceased. 

The   room   in   which   the  body   reposed  at  the  house 

•was    hardly   large   enough   to    hold   all    the    floral    tributes 

sent  to  the  funeral  and  the  casket  was  covered  with  a  rare 

assortment  of  beautiful  flowers. 

Mr.  Heineman  was  active  in  public  affairs,  and 
was  a  stanch  Republican  in  political  principle.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council,  repre- 
senting the  Fifth  ward,  in  1896,  and  was  later 
■elected  and  served  as  alderman  of  the  same  ward, 
being  chairman  of  several  important  committees. 
On  account  of  his  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in 
city  matters  he  was  appointed  by  ^layors  Ives  and 
West  (Democrats)  on  the  Board  of  Apportionment. 
and  held  that  position  up  to  his  death.  He  felt 
a  warm  interest  in  the  fire  department,  having  been 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  \'olunteer  Hose 
Company  No.  5.  and  in  January,  1901,  the  com- 
pany unanimously  elected  him  captain,  out  of  re- 
gard for  his  long  and  faithful  service,  an  honor 
which  he  fully  appreciated.  Mr.  Heineman  was 
"baptized  in  youth  m  the  Moravian  Church,  in 
Brooklyn,  and  ahvavs  endeavored  to  live  up  to  the 
highest  moral  standards.  He  was  a  true  husband 
and  father,  and  won  the  respectful  regard  of  all 
classes  of  the  community.  He  was  at  one  tiine 
identified  with  Meridian  Lodge,  Xo.  yj.  A.  F.  &  A. 
M. ;  was  past  sachetn  of  Montowese  Tribe,  I.  O. 
R.  M.,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member:  and 
was  also  affiliated  with  Electric  Lodge,  X.  E.  O.  P., 
and  Court  Meriden,  F.  O.  A.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  and  a  member 
of  the  Eaton  Guards  and  Meriden  Turnverein. 
Cherishing  a  warm  interest  in  the  German  Amer- 
ican School,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers, 
he  served  on  its  official  board  several  years. 

Mr.  Heineman  was  married  in  Meriden.  Jan. 
15,  1868,  to  Miss  Ida  Louise  Hammarth.  daughter 
of  James  and  Janet  (Delvie)  Hammarth.  both  na- 
tives of  Hessen-Cassel,   Germany,  of   French  de- 


scent. They  brought  their  family  to  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  where  the  father  was  employed  as  engraver 
and  diesinker,  and  where  he  died.  His  widow  still 
resides  there,  aged  eighty-tliree  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heineman  were  blessed  with  four  cliildren, 
namely :  Charles  J..  Fannie  A..  Amy  L.  and  Cen- 
tennial Robert.  The  secona  aied  in  childhood.  The 
third  married  Charles  Berry,  of  Meriden.  C.  Rob- 
ert is  employed  in  the  music  department  of  the 
Aeolian  Co..  of  Meriden.  Mrs.  Heineman  is  an  at- 
tendant of  the  Center  Coneregational  Church,  and 
for  over  thirty  years  has  been  a  member  of  Meri- 
dian Chapter,  Xo.  8,  O.  E.  S. :  she  is  also  identified 
with  the  X.  E.  O.  P.,  the  Ladies'  Turnverein,  of 
Meriden,  and  is  shepherdess  of  Star  of  Welcome 
Lodge,  Sons  of  Bethlehem. 

Ch.\ri,es  J.  Heinem.xn,  Jr.,  was  born  Aug.  24, 
1868,  in  Meriden,  and  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  German-American  schools.  He  learned 
the  art  of  engraving  under  his  father's  instruction, 
and  now  holds  the  latter's  position  of  foreman  with 
the  Wilco.K  Silver  Plate  Co.  He  was  for  some 
time  connected  with  the  sewer  department  of  the 
city  of  Meriden,  in  the  capacity  of  timekeeper.  He 
attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  politically 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  Socially  he 
is  a  inember  of  the  Meriden  Cycle  Club,  the  For- 
esters of  America,  Silver  City  Lodge,  Xo.  3.  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  and  the  Meriden  Turnverein,  of  which  lat- 
ter he  is  financial  secretary.  For  twelve  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  city  fire  department. 

SAGE.     The  Sage  family,  of  which  IMrs.  Adele 
De   Ette    (Sage)    Booth,   one  of    Aleriden's   well- 
known  educators,  is  a  descendant,  is  one  of  the  old- 
est families  of  Middlesex  county.  Conn.     The  name 
is  first  found  in  English  history  upon  the  Roll  of 
j  Battle  Abbey    (1066)    made  by  William  the   Con- 
queror after  the  battle  of  Hastings,  when  he  divided 
the   English   lands   among   his   principal   followers. 
All  of  the  Sages  in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales 
I  belong  to  the  line  founded  at  that  time,  as  do  also  a 
1  few   found  in  Ireland,  where  the  name  was  intro- 
j  duced  by  the  English  conquerors.     There  are  three 
I  coats  of  arms  belonging  to  the  Sage  family.     The 
one  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  would  seem, 
by  the  wreath  of  grain,  fruit  and  flowers  which  sur- 
I  rounds  it,  to  indicate  a  people  devoted  to  agricul- 
L  tural  pursuits.     The  motto,  Xon  Sibi  (not  for  our- 
selves)   is  deserved  by  most  members  of  the  num- 
;  erous    Sage   family,   especially   Elisha   L.    Sage,  of 
I  Cromwell,    Conn.,    compiler   of   the    Sage   Record, 
I  1878. 

David  Sage,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America, 

1  was  a  native  of  \\'ales,  born  in  1639,  and  came  to 

I  this    country    about    1652.    being   one    of    the    first 

,  settlers  in  ]\Iiddletown,  Conn.     There  he  spent  the 

remainder  of  his   days,   died   in   March,    ijo^.  and 

was  buried  in  the  Riverside  cemetery,  Middletown. 

The  stone  marking  his  grave  is  still  standing.     He 

took  a  deep  interest  in  the  settlement  and  develop- 
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ment  of  ]\IiddIeto\vn,  and  his  descendants  have  held 
positions  of  prominence  in  their  different  callings, 
as  educators,  financiers,  philantliropists  and  profes- 
sional men.  Among  them  we  may  mention  Hon. 
Russell  Sage,  of  New  York,  and  Henry  \V.  Sage, 
of  Brooklyn,  famous  financiers  and  philanthropists. 

David  Sage  married,  in  February,  11*64,  Eliza- 
beth Kirby,  born  Sept.  18,  1645,  daughter  of  John 
Kirby.  After  her  death  'Sir.  Sage  married  (,  sec- 
ond) Mary  Wilcox.  The  children  of  his  first  mar- 
riage were:  David,  born  in  1665;  John,  1668; 
Elizabeth,  1670;  Mary,  1672.  The  children  of  his 
second  marriage  were:  Jonathan,  born  in  1674; 
■Timothy,  1678;  and  Nathaniel  and  March  (_ twins;, 
1680. 

Timothy  Sage,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Wil- 
cox) Sage,  was  bom  in  Middletown  in  1678.  He 
located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Cromwell,  where 
he  spent  his  life,  and  died  in  1725,  being  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  at  Cromwell ;  the  stone  which 
marks  his  last  restmg  place  is  still  to  be  seen.  He 
married  ]\Iargaret  Holibiet,  and  to  this  union  seven 
children  were  born :  Samuel,  in  1709 ;  Alercy,  1712 ; 
Timothy,  1714;  2klary,  1716;  David,  1718;  Solomon, 
1720;  Amos,    1722. 

Solomon  Sage,  son  of  Timothy,  was  bom  in 
Cromwell  in  1720,  and  married  Hannah  Kirby. 
He  spent  his  life  in  Cromwell,  where  he  died  in 
1794,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  in  that  town. 
Solomon  Sage  was  a  deacon  in  the  church,  in  which 
he  took  a  deep  interest,  and  was  a  man  of  high 
standing  in  the  community.  His  children  were  as 
follows :  Samuel,  born  in  1746,  married  Elinor 
Edwards ;  Seth,  born  in  1746,  was  a  minister,  and 
married  Phcebe  Wilcox;  Chloe  was  born  in  1749; 
Stephen,  in  1752;  Mattie,  in  1755;  Millie,  in  1751 ; 
Simeon,  in  1759;  Solomon,  in  1762;  Hannah,  in 
1764;  Mercy,  in  1768. 

Solomon  Sage,  son  of  Deacon  Solomon,  was 
born  in  Cromwell  in  1762,  and  married  Ann  Will- 
iams. They  had  eight  children:  Eben  was  born 
in  1790;  Roxy,  1791 ;  Ann,  1792;  Ezra,  1796;  Emily^ 
1798;  Laura,  1799;  Solomon,  1802;  Luther  W., 
1803. 

Ezra  Sage,  son  of  Solomon,  and  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Booth,  was  born  in  1796  in  Cromwell,  where 
he  spent  his  life.  He  married  Bathsheba  ^L  Wil- 
cox, of  Cromwell,  and  to  their  union  came  nine 
children,  namely:  Anna  M.,  born  in  1819:  Henry 
M.,  1821 ;  Eliza  E.,  1823;  Bathsheba,  1826;  Ezra 
S.  and  Marion  (twins),  1829;  Edward  W.,  1832; 
Frederick  B.,  1834;  John  N.,  1837.  By  his  second 
wife,  Emmeline  Belden,  there  were  three  children : 
Emma  L.  was  born  in  1848;  Ella  F.,  1849;  Albert 
P.,  1851. 

Henry  McCall  Sage  was  born  in  1821,  in  the 
town  of  Cromwell,  and  there  resided  until  his  fa- 
ther's second  marriage,  in  1847.  when  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  then  removed  to  ]\Ieriden.  where  he 
established  a  good  business  as  a  dealer  in  beef  and 
provisions,  and  was  widely  known  and  respected. 


He  married  and  afterwards  moved  to  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  where  he  resumed  farming  until  the  call  was 
issued  for  volunteers  for  the  Civil  war.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  to  respond,  and  served  his  country  until 
the  close  of  the  war  as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
1 6th  Regt.  C.  v.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
lived  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1889.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  live  with  Mrs.  Booth,  and  remained 
with  her  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  9, 
1892.  He  was  buried  in  West  cemetery,  Meriden. 
During  his  long  and  useful  life  he  lived  up  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Golden  Rule,  as  embodied  in  the 
tenets  of  the  Congregational  Church,  which  he  at- 
tended from  early  childhood. 

On  March  5,  1848,  .Mr.  Sage  married  Julia  Ann 
Parker,  in  Southington,  Conn.  She  was  born  in 
Oneida  county,  N.  V.,  Aug.  8,  1830,  and  was  one 
of  the  eleven  children  of  James  A.  and  Maria  (Ives) 
Parker.  Her  grandfather,  Ichabod  Ives,  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Airs.  Sage's  death  occurred 
May- 14,  18S9,  and  she  was  buried  in  West  ceme- 
tery, Aleriden.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Rocky  Hill.  One  child  was 
born  to  these  parents,  Adele  De  Ette,  who  married 
Eli  Birdsey  Booth,  sixth  child  of  Capt.  Henr\-  Davis 
and  Eliza  Ann  (Curtis)  Booth,  of  Aleriden.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Booth:  Paul 
Curtis,  v.-ho  is  mentioned  below ;  Elizabeth  Parker, 
born  Feb.  3,  1876,  who  died  Aug.  6,  1878;  and 
Robert  Henry  Sage,  bom  June  3,  1889. 

Mrs.  Booth  was  born  Nov.  12,  1849,  in  Meriden, 
Conn.,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Rocky 
Hill,  Hartford  county,  in  1856.  She  was  but  thir- 
teen years  old  when  she  entered  the  Rocky  Hill 
Academy,  from  which  she  graduated  after  a  three 
years'  course,  and  received  a  thorough  training 
under  some  of  the  best  teachers  in  Connecticut.  In 
1865  she  came  to  Meriden,  and  for  the  past  thirty- 
seven  years  has  been  devoted  to  the  educational  in- 
terests of  young  and  old,  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  that  city.  She  is  one  of  the  best-known 
educators  in  the  State.  Many  of  the  best-known 
men  and  women  of  the  locality  have  been  her  pupils, 
and  have  afterward  filled  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  both  in  Meriden  and  elsewhere.  As 
has  been  written  of  her  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Pettee.  acting 
school  visitor  for  thirteen  years,  in  the  Meriden 
Daily  Journal  souvenir:  "Mrs.  Adele  Sage  Booth's 
career  in  the  educational  interests  of  Meriden  is  a 
conspicuous  example  of  a  high  position  won  and  held 
by  a  woman  of  much  energy.  In  the  ranks  of  edu- 
cation she  stands  among  the  leaders,  the  place  hav- 
ing been  universally  accorded  her  by  reason  of  suc- 
cess achieved  by  her  in  private  and  public  schools. 

"Meriden  \yas  her  birthplace  and  where  she  re- 
ceived her  early  education  until  removal  of  her 
parents  to  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.  There  she  entered 
the  academy  in  her  thirteenth  year.  Her  teaching 
ability  was  recognized  by  her  teacher  who  encour- 
aged her  to  make  it  a  profession.     After  a  thorough 
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training  by  one  of  tlic  best  teachers  in  Connecticut, 
she  began  lo  teach  in  the  piibhc  schools  of  ^leriden, 
in  her  sixteenth  year,   1865. 

"The  occupation  proved  very  congenial  to  her 
tastes  and  has  been  her  life  work,  in  connection 
wilii  her  home  cares  and  the  training  of  her  two 
sons,  one  of  whom,  Paul  Curtis  Booth,  has  proved 
a  valuable  assistant  for  his  mother,  as  he  is  familiar 
with  her  methods,  as  well  as  gifted,  like  herself, 
from  the  Sage  family,  many  of  whom  have  been 
professors  of  distinction  in  the  Middle,  Western 
and  New  England  States.  Being  a  teacher  Ix)rn 
and  not  made,  she  carries  her  pupils,  bv  her  own 
enthusiasm,  through  the  most  difficult  lessons. 

Her  methods  are  peculiarly  her  own,  and,  if 
used  by  a  person  with  less  force  of  character  or 
without  the  singular  talent  possessed  by  Mrs.  Booth, 
might  result  in  failure,  but  with  her  exceptional 
faculty  for  imparting  information,  the  most  obtuse 
pupil  has  been  able  to  learn  easily. 

"For  many  years  she  was  at  the  head  of  her 
profession  as  a  public  school  teacher,  and  refers 
with  pride  to  some  of  the  best  of  Aleriden's  citizens, 
who  were  her  pupils  and  have  sent  her  their  chil- 
dren. 

"She  recognized,  early  in  her  profession,  that  the 
combination  of  dullness  and  diffidence  in  a  pupil 
was  not  likely  to  be  treated  with  a  great  degree  of 
patience  by  the  average  teacher  in  our  crowded  pub- 
lic schools.  She,  therefore,  opened  a  private  school 
(the  Booth  School,  54  Olive  street),  in  which  her 
plans  have  met  with  the  most  cordial  approval  and 
extensive  patronage  from  this  and  adjoining  towns. 
Her  classes  have  been  filled  by  those  desirous  of  en- 
tering high,  normal  and  business  schools,  as  well  as 
by  younger  pupils  who  have  been  in  delicate  health 
or  wish  to  enter  higher  classes  by  a  course  of  es- 
pecial instruction. 

"Mrs.  Booth  has  ever  been  interested  in  the 
working  classes  and  has  done  a  great  deal  to  elevate 
them,  especially  foreigners,  who  cannot  speak  or 
read  English.  Some  of  her  most  satisfactory  work, 
in  her  own  mind,  has  been  done  in  the  Connecticut 
School  for  Boys,  under  the  able  superintendence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  E.  Howe.  She  also  taught 
in  their  private  schools  for  boys,  Milford,  Conn. 
She  established  an  educational  department  in  the 
Boys'  Club  in  1890,  which  was  one  of  its  beneficial 
features;  also  had  supervision  of  the  Y.  \V.  C.  A. 
classes,  1892-93. 

"When,  in  1893,  the  State  legislature  passed  a 
compulsory  evening  school  law,  she  was  selected 
to  conduct  it  in  city  hall.  One  of  the  especial 
dreams  of  her  many  years  bade  fair  to  be  realized, 
and  the  working  people  were  benefited  thereby  with- 
out expense.  Under  her  administration,  with  the 
assistance  of  her  son,  and  many  of  her  private 
scholars,  the  evening  school  was  a  marked  success, 
and  Mrs.  Booth  was  highly  commended  b\;,the  board 
of  education,  and  her  services  engaged  for  the  en- 
suing year.     Mrs.  Booth's  building  adjoining  her 


private  school  has  been  remodeled  under  her  super- 
vision and  hired  and  furnished  by  the  town  for  a 
free  evening  school,  upon  an  entirely  dittercnt  plan 
from  those  which  had  been  less  successful  in 
previous  years.  }klrs.  Booth  and  son  mean  to  keeg 
the  prospects  improving  for  the  future  educational 
privileges  of  the  working  people,  as  well  as  for 
those  who  may  patronize  her  private  school.  She 
is  as  nmch  in  earnest  with  free  scholars  as  those 
paid  for,  and  means  to  make  Meriden's  Free  Even- 
ing School  and  the  Booth  Private  School  institu- 
tions which  Meriden  may  be  pleased  to  sustain. 
Both  these  schools  are  commendable  institutions  and 
the  branches  taught  are  of  broad  scope,  pupils  of 
all  ages  being  taken  by  2\Irs.  Booth  and  prepared 
for  business  or  professions." 

The  night  school  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  was 
in  charge  of  Mrs.  Booth  and  son  for  six  years.  Her 
attention  is  now  given  to  private  tutoring.  She  is 
a  woman  of  high  moral  culture  and  attainment; 
has  devoted  her  life  to  her  school  and  family,  and 
is  popular  with  all  classes.  In  character,  she  is  a 
lady  of  ability  and  sterling  worth,  and  her  varied 
experiences  have  made  her  broad-minded  and  lib- 
eral. In  her  religious  ideas  she  is  a  member  of  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  of  Meriden. 

Paul  Curtis  Booth,  the  eldest  son  of  Mrs. 
Adele  (Sagej  Booth,  was  born  in  Meriden  Nov.  5, 
1872,  and  received  his  early  education  under  his 
mother  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Meriden.  Later 
he  spent  two  years  at  Storrs  Agricultural  College, 
and  returning,  was  his  mother's  able  assistant  for 
seven  years,  in  her  private  school  and  the  ^leriden 
Free  Evening  School.  He  inherits  his  mother's 
wonderful  faculty  for  imparting  knowledge,  her 
love  of  study,  and  has  a  frank,  pleasant  manner 
and  courteous  way  which  wins  many  friends  for 
him.  He  was  made  instructor  in  the  Connecticut 
School  for  Boys  under  George  E.  Howe,  superin- 
tendent, and  in  1899  was  appointed  supervisor  of 
the  North  Division  of  that  institution,  under  the 
present  superintendent,  Mr.  Williams.  For  seven 
years  Air.  Booth  has  faithfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  responsible  position,  having  under  his 
charge  one  hundred  boys,  in  whom  he  takes  a  deep 
interest.  His  intelligent  handling  of  his  charges, 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  his  work,  as  well  as 
his  pleasant,  genial  manner,  have  won  for  him  the 
hearty  commendation  and  co-operation  of  superin- 
tendent and  staff,  and,  being  a  young  man  of 
studious  habits  and  excellent  education,  he  is  well 
posted  on  current  events  as  well  as  in  all  branches 
of  study,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  through- 
out the  communitv.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of 
the  O.  U.  A.  M.'and  the  N.  E.  O.  P.  at  Meriden, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Home  Club. 

Robert  Henry  Sage  Booth,  the  last  child  of 
Eli  B.  and  Adele  (  Sage)  Booth,  is  seventeen  years 
younger  than  his  brother,  Paul  Curtis  Booth,  who 
is  much  interested  in  his  training  and  education. 
He  is  studying  in  the  Meriden  public  schools,  and 
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bids  fair  to  achieve  success  in  whatever  he  may  un- 
dertake. 

It  has  been  very  difficult  to  ascertain  much  con- 
cerning the  ancestry  of  Capt.  Henry  Davis  Booth, 
of  Meriden  (grandfather  of  Paul  Curtis  Booth  and 
Robert  Henry  Sage  Booth,  sons  of  Eli  B.  and  Adele 
(Sage)  Booth),  as  only  one  sister.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Becket,  of  Meriden,  survived  him.  Ebenezer  Booth. 
their  father,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  descendant 
of  Richard  Booth,  of  Stratioril.  said  to  have  been 
born  in  England  in  1607,  which  seems  probable,  as 
the  name  of  Ebenezer  was  given  to  seven  children 
between  the  years  1651  and  1802.  Capt.  Henry 
Davis  Booth  was  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Betsey 
(Benham)  Booth,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  over  twenty  years,  and  had  visited 
many  foreign  countries.  During  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  lived  upon  his  farm  in  East  Meriden. 
On  Aug.  29,  1831,  in  Aleriden,  he  married  Eliza 
Ann  Curtis,  who  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  most 
respected  families  in  that  city,  being  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Polly  (Andrews)  Curtis,  of  Meriden, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  twelve  grandchildren, 
and  twelve  great-grandchildren.  The  record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows :  Elizabeth  Benedict 
Booth,  born  in  ^leriden  Aug.  25,  1832,  died  in  2\Ier- 
iden  Feb.  8,  1872;  William  Henry  Booth,  born  in 
Meriden  Oct.  2,  1834;  Hilary  Pierpont  Booth,  born 
in  Philadelphia  March  17,  1837;  Ann  Eliza  Booth, 
bom  in  Meriden  July  i,  1841 ;  Emma  ^Matilda  Booth, 
born  in  Meriden  Dec.  7,  1842 :  Eli  Birdsey  Booth, 
bom  in  Meriden  July  7,  1845 ;  John  Coleman  Booth, 
bom  in  Meriden  Dec.  31,  1844.  Capt.  Henry  Davis 
Booth,  father  of  this  family,  died  in  Meriden  Nov. 
2//,  1872,  and  his  much  esteemed  wife,  who  was  a 
member  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  died  in 
Meriden  April  29,  1884.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
family  plot  in  East  JNIeriden  cemetery. 

NELSOX  AIORRIS  (deceased)  was  born  in 
Milton,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  July  21,  1831,  a  son 
of  Arville  Morris,  and  a  grandson  of  Asa  Morris, 
the  latter  a  native  of  Woodbridge.  'where  he  fol- 
lowed fanning  and  reared  his  famih'  of  children. 

Arville  Morris  was  born  in  Woodbridge.  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  the  \\'est  Indies,  where 
he  was  a  merchant.  Later  in  life  he  came  back  to 
New  England,  where  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
Castle,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jehiel  Castle,  and  settled  on 
a  farm.  They  had  the  following  named  children : 
Theodore,  a  hardware  merchant  in  Texas,  where 
he  died ;  Caroline,  deceased  wife  of  Andrew  Guild, 
of  Bethlehem:  Dewitt,  who  died  when  about  eight 
years  old ;  Nelson  mentioned  below ;  Lucretia,  wife 
.of  S.  A.  Munson.  of  Waterbury :  Elizabeth,  who 
died  when  eiehteen  vears  old ;  and  Susan  A.,  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  D.  Gilliland.' 

Nelson  Morris  spent  his  earlier  life  in  Bethle- 
hem, and  lived  on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen, 
when  he  came  to  Waterbury  to  take  a  position  as 
bookkeeper    for    Ransomi  S.  Todd,  a    retail  meat 


<lcaler.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Todd,  in  1857,  Mr. 
Morris  took  the  business,  and  carried  it  on  until 
1883,  when  he  retired.     He  died  Jan.  i,  1893. 

On  May  25,  1859.  Xelson  Morris  married  Miss 
Eveline  Todd,  daughter  of  Streat  and  Ruth  H. 
(Welton)  Todd,  of  Wolcott.  Streat  Todd  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  became  a  famier  and  stock 
raiser,  and  died  Oct.  25.  i860,  aged  si.xty-eight 
years.  Hezekiah  Todd,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Xorth  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer  and  pork 
packer.  He  was  a  son  of  Hezekiah  Todd,  who  was 
descended  from  a  Yorkshire,  England,  emigrant, 
who  located  in  Xew  Haven  county  about  1637. 
Thomas  \\'elton,  the  father  of  Ruth,  lived  at  Chest- 
nut Hill :  he  was  a  son  of  Stephen  Welton.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  Streat  Todd  and  his  wife: 
Ransom  S..  Jennette,  Robert  C.  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy, Edwin.  James.  Willis  and  William  (twins), 
Franklin,  Eveline  (Mrs.  ]\Iorris).  Jane,  and  Will- 
iam (2),  all  now  deceased  but  Franklin,  who  is  a 
farmer  in  Ohio;  Mrs.  Morris;  and  William  (2), 
who  is  a  resident  of  Waterbury. 

One  child,  X''ellie,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris.  In  religious  connection  Mrs.  Morris  and 
her  daughter  are  Episcopalians,  as  was  also  the  be- 
loved husband  and  father.  Mr.  Morris  was  con- 
spicuous in  Masonry,  identified  with  Harmony 
Lodge.  He  was  a  generous  man.  and  a  good  man, 
and  though  he  made  no  display  of  his  kindly  deeds 
the  world  was  better  for  his  having  been  in  it. 

HON.  TILTON  EDWTN  DOOLITTLE.  late 
of  New  Haven,  passed  nearly  forty  years  of  his 
professional  life  there,  and  during  that  time  adorned 
the  legal  profession  of  the  State  and  county,  serving 
in  the  public  capacities  of  United  States  District 
Attorney,  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  State's  Attorney 
for  the  New  Haven  court.  He  was  the  representa- 
tive of  families  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
who  early  came  to  the  colony  of  New  Haven,  and 
who  were  among  the  founders  of  both  Wallingford 
and  New  Haven. 

Abraham  Doolittle,  said  to  have  been  the  pro- 
genitor of  all  who  bear  the  name  in  this  country, 
was  a  resident  of  Massachusetts  soon  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Salem,  and  removed  thence  to  New  Haven 
prior  to  1642,  becoming  a  householder  there.  Being 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  establish  a  new 
colony  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence there  in  the  year  1669.  and  held  military  rank 
among  the  defenders  of  the  town  during  King 
Philip's  war.  He  was  often  chosen  as  deputy  to 
the  General  Court,  from  New  Haven,  later,  from 
Wallingford,  and  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  repute, 
esteemed  and  respected  by  his  fellow-townsmen. 
From  this  first  American  ancestor,  on  his  father's 
side,  Tilton  Edwin  Doolittle,  of  this  brief  hiographv. 
was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh  generation.  His 
birth  occurred  July  31.  1825.  at  Riverton.  Conn.,  and 
his  father,  Ambrose  E.  Doolittle,  and  grandfather. 
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Benjamin  Doolittle,  were  both  natives  of  the  town 
ot  Llicshire.  1  he  mother  01  our  subject  was  Ehza- 
beth  (Uonhamj  Doohttle,  also  of  Cheshire,  Conn., 
a  descendant  of  Joseph  Eenham,  who  removed  from 
Xew  Haven  to  VValhngford  in  1670. 

Tilton  E.  Doohttle  was  prepared  for  college  at 
the  I'rotestant  Academy  in  Cheshire,  and  in  1840 
entered  Trinity  College,  at  Hartford,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1844.  He  then  en- 
tered Vale  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1846.  In  August  of  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  within 
a  few  days  of  his  twenty-tirst  birthday.  Establish- 
ing himself  in  practice  in  Cheshire,  he  remained 
there  imtil  1850,  wnen  he  removed  to  2^1eriden,  and 
in  1858  to  New  Haven,  which  he  ever  after  made 
his  place  of  residence. 

In  1861  our  subject  entered  into  a  law  partner- 
ship with  Judge  Samuel  L.  Eronson,  and  was  asso- 
ciated with  him  until  1870,  four  years  later  forming 
a  new  partnership,  with  Judge  Henry  Stoddard. 
To  this  combination  of  legal  talent,  two  years  later, 
was  admitted  William  L.  Bennett,  the  tirm  being 
styled  Doolittle,  Stoddard  &  Bennett.  In  1882  Judge 
Stoddard  was  lost  to  the  hrm,  leaving  to  go  upon 
the  Superior  Court  Bench,  but  the  business  asso- 
ciation of  Mr.  Doolittle  and  ^Ir.  Bennett  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  former,  existing  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  -^^r.  Doolittle  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  District  Attorney,  by  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  in  the  place  of  Judge  \Villiam  D. 
Shipman,  who  had  been  appointed  Judge  of  the 
United  States  District  Court,  and  our  subject  held 
that  office  until  i860.  In  1860,  1867  and  1S70,  he 
represented  New  Haven  in  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Legislature,  and  in  1874  he  was  again  one  of  the 
representatives  from  New  Haven,  and  was  elected 
Speaker  of  the  House.  In  1S79  ne  was  appoiiueu 
State's  Attorney  for  New  Haven  county,  succeed- 
ing Hon.  Orvilie  H.  Piatt,  and  held  that  office  until 
January,  1896,  when,  at  the  opening  of  the  Januarv- 
term  of  the  Superior  Court  in  Xew  Haven  county, 
he  resigned,  failing  health  warning  him  that  his  pub- 
lic duties  were  too  onerous. 

For  more  than  a  year  prior  to  the  time  of  his 
resignation,  j\Ir.  Doolittle  had  been  aware  that  the 
work  of  his  life,  if  not  life  itself,  was  nearing  its 
end,  and  on  the  2ist  of  March,  1896,  after  a  few 
weeks'  illness,  from  which  he  seemed  about  to  re- 
cover, he  died  suddenly,  without  pain.  At  a  large- 
ly attended  Bar  meeting  called  to  take  action  upon 
Mr.  Doolittle's  death,  ex-Gov.  Charles  R.  Ingersoll, 
in  presenting  resolutions  which  were  unanimously 
adopted,  spoke  substantially  as  follows:  "I  confess 
that  it  is  very  difficult  for  me.  here  in  this  assem- 
blage of  lawyers  of  New  Haven  county,  to  speak  of 
Tilton  E.  Doolittle  as  no  longer  among  living,  men. 
He  has  been  for  so  many  years  a  living,  actual 
presence  in  this  court  room,  at  these  tables,  before 
this  bench,  and  among  the  busy  men  who  daily  come 


and  go  through  the  offices  and  halls  of  this  build- 
ing, that  I  cannot  yet  easily  bring  myself  to  think 
of  him  in  any  other  association.  It  seems  to  me 
that  he  must  still  live  as  our  courts  live,  so  thorough- 
ly has  he  been  identihed  with  them,  nor  can  it  be 
necessary  for  me  to  tell  any  one  here  who  Tilton  E. 
Doolittle  was.  His  personality  was  so  individual 
that  the  youngest  lawyer  at  this  Bar  knew  him  as 
he  actually  was.  He  never  posed  for  what  he  was 
not.  He  never  posed,  indeed,  for  anything  that 
he  was.  In  all  his  ways,  in  all  his  moods,  under  all 
circumstances,  he  was  simply  himself,  he  was  Doo- 
little. I  never  knew  a  man  more  content  to  let 
the  world  put  its  own  valuation  upon  his  worth. 
This  forcefulness  of  character  was  certainly  born 
with  him,  but  it   was  greatly  strengthened  by   his 

,  career  at  this'  Bar.  He  came  into  practice  a  half- 
century  ago,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few- 
months,  when  he  was  out  of  tne  State.  I  do 
not  think  there  has  been  a  term  of  the  Superior 
Court   for   this   county   at   which   he   has   not   been 

'  present  and  generally  an  active  participant.  Look- 
ing at  that  long  career  in  all  its  aspects  of  a  much 

,  varied  and  hard-working  practice,  so  largely  in  the 
court^  room,   it  is   not  easy  to  find   the  parallel   in 

;  our  State,  and  in  this  practice  the  individualitv  of 
which  I  have  spoken  was  conspicuous.     That  voice, 

I  even,  so  familiar  to  these  wails,  had  its  tone,  char- 
acteristic of  him.     His  methods  of  trial,  his  vigor 

I  of  attack,  his  skill  of  defense,  his  promptness  to  use 
every  weapon  of  the  thoroughly  equipped  lawver 
which  he  was,  were  all  manifested  in  a  manner  that 
was  his  own  peculiarly,  and  impressed. upon  every 
one    his    own    strong    personality.     He    has    gone 

;  through  these  fifty  years  of  professional  life  with  all 
the  burdens  and  heat  of  conflict  that  are  inseparable 
from  it^  with  the  respect  and  esteem  and  friendship 
.of  his  fellow  members  of  this  Bar.  But  it  was  not 
altogether   in    this   court   room   mat   these    forceful 

I  traits  of  character  were  shown.     There  was  a  side 

I  of  his  character  which  those  who  have  known  him 
as  long  as  I  have,  and  particularly  in  these  latter 
years,    have    had    frequent    occasion    to    recognize. 

I  He  had  a  most  kindly  nature,  and  it  was  quick  to 

I  respond  to  any  appeal  to  his  sympathy  or  friend- 
ship. In  his  administration  of  that  most  responsible 
and  important  office  which  he  has  held  with  such 
marked  ability  for  so  many  years,  the  State's  At- 

:  torneyship  for  this  county,  he  is  to  be  remembered, 
not  more  for  the  zeal  and  vigor  with  which  he  has 
prosecuted  crime,  in  the  courts,  than  for  the  wistlom. 
prudence,  humanity  and  integrity  with  which  he  has 
discharged  its  great  responsibilities  outside  the 
court." 

i  Ex-Gov.  Henry  B.  Harrison,  having  recalled 
the  names  of  many  brilliant  members  of  the  Bar  at 
the  time  Mr.  Doolittle  began  practice — Ralph  1.  In- 
gersoll, Roger  S.  Baldwin,  Dennis  Kimberly,  Clark 
Bissell,  Henry  Dutton  and  Alfred  Blackmail — 
said:  "Such  a  galaxy  of  great  lawyers  as  had 
never  been  seen  here  before  and  has  never  been 
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■seen  since,"  and  then  proceeded  with  this  tribute : 
"In  that  school  our  friend  began  his  professional 
life,  and  under  the  influences  which  a  high-minded 
and  honorable  set  of  great  men  and  great  lawyers 
would  necessarily  exert  upon  him,  in  that  school, 
under  those  influences,  he  got  his  training.  The 
school  and  its  influences  would  have  been  of  no  use 
to  him  had  he  not  possessed,  as  he  did,  the  instincts, 
the  tastes,  the  moral  character,  which  fitted  him  to 
feel  the  influences  of  his  environment  there  and  to 
absorb  and  assimilate  all  that  was  valuable  in  them. 
Well,  in  due  time,  these  men  passed  away.  The 
young  lawyer  continued  his  course ;  I  will  not  go 
over  it;  continued  it,  always  gaining  strength  by 
going,  until  he  reached  that  place  which  for  many 
years  has  been  by  all  of  you  unanimously  accorded 
to  him.  He  cared  little  for  public  life,  although  he 
repeatedly  served  the  public  well,  for  short  periods 
of  time,  by  the  mandate  of  his  fellow-citizens ;  but 
the  court  room  was  his  place ;  he  was  a  lawyer  down 
to  the  quick ;  he  delighted  in  the  contest,  the  stress 
and  strain,  and  the  struggle  of  forensic  life  in  such 
a  place  as  this.  He  was  here  the  hero  of  many 
battles;  he  enjoyed  the  victory,  always  believing  he 
was  on  the  right  side,  never  doubting  that;  but 
when  defeat  came,  why,  like  every  manly  man,  he 
took  it  in  a  manly  way. 

"And  now  he  has  died  at  last,  a  veteran,  as 
veterans  always  hope  to  die,  in  the  very  act  of  lay- 
ing down  his  armor.  Those  who  entered  this  Bar 
contemporaneously  with  him  are  few  in  number — 
there  are,  in  this  county,  only  some  six  or  eight  still 
hving;  but  they  are  in  the  place  that  nobody  else 
fully  occupies,  for  they  stand  at  the  end  of  his  car- 
eer and  they  are  able  to  look  back  for  fifty  years 
during  the  whole  of  it  to  its  beginning,  and  they 
see  in  that  career  not  one  act  done  by  him,  unworthy 
of  a  high-minded  and  honorable  and  generous  man.  ■ 
They  part  with  him  in  sorrow ;  and  so  long  as  they 
shall  live  they  will  remember  him  with  profound 
respect  and  sincere  affection." 

Ex-Judge  Henry  Stoddard  also  spoke,  and  said 
in  part :  "I  knew  Mr.  Doolittle  somewhat  inti- 
mately after  I  came  to  the  Bar,  and  was  his  associate 
in  business  for  several  years.  In  consultation  at  the 
ofHce,  his  knowledge  of  law  was  intuitive,  grounded 
of  course  upon  a  thorough  study  and  appreciation  of 
its  fundamental  principles ;  and  even  in  the  most  in- 
tricate cases,  arising  but  seldom  in  our  practice,  his 
unerring  sagacity  invariably  went  straight  to  the 
marrow  of  the  controversy.  In  the  trial  of  his 
cases  he  was  both  sagacious  and  bold  in  attack,  and 
in  defense  prudent  and  wary,  a  most  dangerous 
antagonist  and  a  most  powerful  ally.  In  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesses  I  may  say  that  he  was  with- 
out a  peer,  and  especially  so  in  his  cross-examina- 
tions." 

When  a  young  man,  in  1848,  our  distinguished 
subject  married  Mary  K.  Cook,  who  was  born  Dec. 
9,  1829,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Munson) 
Cook,  the  former  of  Cheshire,  the  latter  of  North- 


ford,  and  to  this  union  were  born  :Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Presley  Carr  Lane,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; 
George  T.,  M.  D.,  now  a  resident  of  Spokane, 
\\  ash. ;  and  John  A.,  a  resident  of  Xew  Haven. 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  (Cook)  Doolittle  is  also  a  de- 
scendant of  an  early  and  prominent  family  of  Con- 
necticut, being  in  the  eighth  generation  from  Henry 
Cook,  who  came  from  Kent,  England,  to  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  before  1640,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have 
remained. 

Samuel  Cook,  a  son  of  Henry  the  emigrant, 
came  to  New  Haven  in  1663.  He  (first)  married 
Hope,  daughter  of  Edward  Parker,  of  New  Haven, 
and  they  went  to  Wallingford,  in  April,  1670,  with 
the  first  founders  of  that  town.  Samuel  was  the 
first  and  perhaps  the  only  shoemaker  and  tanner  in 
the  place,  frequently  held  public  office  in  both  town 
and  church,  and  was  regarded  with  respect  by  his 
neighbors.    He  died  in  1702. 

Samuel  Cook  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in 
1667  in  New  Haven,  and  in  1692  married  Hannah 
daughter  of  William  Ives,  of  New  Haven.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  died  in  1725. 

Samuel  Cook  (3),  son  of  Samuel  (2),  was  born 
in  1695,  and  in  1721  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Lewis,  of  Wallingford.  He  became  a 
wealthy  shipping  merchant  from  the  port  of  Xew 
Haven,  died  in  1745,  and  was  buried  at  Cheshire, 
where  he  gave  generously  to  the  church  and  to  the 
poor. 

Col.  Thaddeus  Cook,  son  of  Samuel  (3),  was 
born  in  1728,  and  for  his  second  wife  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Hall,  of  Cheshire. 
Col.  Cook  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  under 
Gen.  Gates,  and  his  townsmen  gave  h.m  almost 
every  office  of  trust  within  their  gift.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1800. 

Samuel  Cook  (4).  son  of  Col.  Cook,  was  born 
in  1758,  and- married  Constant  Kirtland,  of  Walling- 
ford, who  passed  away  in  1893.  He  was  a  thrifty 
farmer  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  and  died  in 
1824. 

John  Cook,  son  of  Samuel  (4),  was  born  about 
1801,  and  in  1823  married  Mary  Munson,  of  Xorth- 
ford.     The  death  of  Mr.  Cook  took  place  in  1S58. 

GEORGE  LAMPIXG  (deceased),  who  was 
one  of  Meriden's  well-known  and  highly  respected 
citizens,  a  leading  druggist,  was  born  in  Xyeneen. 
Holland,  Feb.  11.  1848.  His  father.  Dr.  Herman 
Lamping,  a  medical  practitioner,  died  when  George 
was  but  two  years  old.  The  son  was  educated  in 
his  native  home,  and  took  up  the  study  of  the 
science  of  medicine  in  L^trecht,  Holland,  where  he 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  immediately  set 
out  for  the  United  States,  intending  to  locate  here 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  The  ship 
in  which  he  sailed  came  in  collision  with  another 
vessel  in  the  English  Channel,  and  out  of  the  two 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  comprising  the  passen- 
i  gers  and  crew  only  three  were  saved.    Dr.  Lamping 
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remained  in  the  water  several  hours,  and  was  finally 
pickediip  by  an  Italian  vessel  bound  for  Xew  York, 
to  wiiich  port  he  was  carried.  All  his  belongings 
were  lost  in  the  wreck,  and  he  arrived  at  New 
York  with  but  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket.  This  mis- 
fortune prevented  his  going  West,  as  he  had  in- 
tended, and  he  was  obliged  to  seek  employment  at 
once  in  order  to  maintain  himself.  He  found  a  po- 
sition in  a  drug  store  in  Xew  York,  and  subse- 
quently worked  in  drug  stores  in  Brooklyn  and 
Hoboken.  Having  a  liking  for  the  drug  business, 
he  entered  the  College  of  Pharmacy  and  secured  a 
diploma,  after  which  he  became  manager  of  one 
of  the  largest  drug  stores  in  the  metropolis,  con- 
tinuing in  that  capacity  until  1879. 

Having  saved  some  money,  Dr.  Lamping  sought 
a  location  for  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
found  it  in  New  Haven,  where  he  bought  out  a 
store.  He  conducted  same  three  years,  and  after 
keeping  a  drug  store  in  Xew  Britain  for  a  like 
period  he  came  to  Meriden,  in  1886.  and  established 
a  'branch  store  in  the  Morse  &  Cook  block,  on 
East  Main  street.  He  continued  to  operate  both 
establishments  until  i8go,  when  he  sold  out  his  New 
Britain  interest  and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the 
Meriden  business.  In  1896  he  removed  his  store 
to  the  Cahill  block,  and  continued  to  do  a  success- 
ful business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
I,  1900.  His  remains  rest  in  Walnut  Grove  cem- 
eterj'. 

Dr.  Lamping  was  a  man  of  broad  views,  and 
gave  much  time  and  freely  of  his  means  for  the 
benefit  of  local  beneficent  efforts,  and  was  ever  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need  of  en- 
couragement. Among  the  objects  of  his  care  were 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the  Boys' 
Club  and  the  German-American  School.  He  served 
several  years  on  the  official  board  of  the  last  named 
institution,  and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  any  work 
calculated  to  benefit  the  community  at  large.  A  fine 
linguist,  he  spoke  German,  French  and  Latin,  be- 
sides English  and  his  native  tongue.  His  genial 
nature  made  him  a  pleasant  companion,  and  he  was 
ever  popular  with  a  large  element  in  the  city.  A 
member  of  the  Turners'  Society  and  the  Amaranth 
Club,  he  was  an  active  factor  in  the  social  life  of 
the  town.  Enterprising  and  progressive,  he  aided 
in  establishing  business  undertakings  outside  of,  as 
well  as  in,  his  home  town.  He  was  president  of 
the  Goodwin  &  Kintz  Co.,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  and 
was  interested  in  the  Cardonez  Mining  &  Milling 
Co.,  of  Guanajara,  Mexico.  In  politics  Dr.  Lamp- 
ing was  an  earnest  Republican,  always  ready  to 
further  the  propagation  of  his  principles.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  Meriden  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  which  the  city  lost  one  of 
its  most  large-hearted  and  worthy  citizens. 

In  1885  Dr.  Lamping  was  married,  at  X'ew 
Britain,  Conn.,  to  Hedwig  (Hattie)  Kaunitz,  who 
was  born  near  the  city  of  Stettin,  Germany,  daugh- 
ter of  Ludwig  Kaunitz,  a  native  of  the  same  place. 


Mr.  Kaunitz  received  a  good  education,  having  been 
trained  to  be  a  bookkeeper,  and  held  such  position 
with  a  shipbuilding  concern  near  his  native  home. 
There  he  married  Clementine  W'olkner,  who  bore 
him  six  children,  namely:  Bertha,  Margaret,  Frank, 
Elizabeth,  Hellene  and  Hedwig.  The  first  named  is 
the  widow  of  Jrlenry  Heck,  and  is  residing  in  Meri- 
den. The  second  died  in  Germany.  Frank  is  man- 
ager for  the  Consumers'  Oil  Co.,  at  Macon,  Ga. 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  Carl  Heuer.  Hellene 
married  Hans  von  Metzardt,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Edward  Seeling,  of  Austin, 
Texas.  In  1882  Mr.  Kaunitz  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  America  and  located  in  Xew  Britain,  where 
he  found  employment  with  the  Russell  &  Erwin 
Alanufacturing  Co..  with  whom  he  continued  eight 
years.  He  died  suddenly,  from  heart  failure,  July 
24,  1890,  and  his  remains  were  brought  to  Meriden 
and  interred  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery.  His  widow 
survived  him  nearly  three  years,  dying  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Lamping,  in  ^leriden,  June  2,  1893  ;  she 
was  buried  beside  her  husband.  She  was  a  true 
Christian,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Kaunitz  adhered  to  the  teachings  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  Lamping  is  a  lady  of  much  ability,  as  well 

I  as  culture,  and  continues  the  business  established 
by  her  husband  with  the  same  success  which  char- 
acterized his  efforts.     She  is  a  useful  member  of 

!  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  highly  regarded  in  Meri- 

j  den  society. 

EDWARD  KILBOURN  ROBERTS,   M.   D., 
is  one  of  the  well-known  physicians  of  X'ew  Haven, 
Conn.,  who  have  been  prominently  identified  with 
i  the  city's  interests  for  a  number  of  years. 
i         Dr.  Roberts  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Nov. 
'   ^5'  1857.  son  of  John  Roberts,  a  native  of  Alorris, 
I  Conn.     The  father  married  Louisa  M.  Coe,  a  na- 
I  five  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  a  member  of  one  of  the 
j  oldest  families  of  the  State,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
i  Roberts  were  born  three  children :     Walter  C.  who 
I  is  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  Corning,  X.  Y. :  Helen, 
I  who  married    John    H.    Fitzgerald,   an    Episcopal 
j  clergj-man  of  Hebron,  Conn. ;  and  Edward  K..  our 
'  subject.     John  Roberts,  the  father,  was  for  many 
''  years  a  carpenter,  builder  and  superintendent  in  a 
planing  mill   in   New   Haven.     At  the  time  of  his 
I  death  he  was  a  superintending  architect,  and  testi- 
monials to  his  ability  may  be  seen  in  the  X"ormal 
school  buildings  of  Willimantic,   Xew  Britain  and 
;  New  Haven.    In  politics  Mr.  Roberts  was  a  Repub- 
!  lican ;  for  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension  and  St. 
;  Thomas'  Episcopal  Church :  and  he  carefully  reared 
j  his  family  in  the  same  faith. 

At  about  the  age  of  two  years  our  subject  was 

taken  to  New  Haven,  in  the  family  removal  from 

Milwaukee  to  the  eastern  city,  and  passed  his  boy- 

]  hood  in  this  beautiful  place.    Finishing  a  course  in 
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the  Sheffield  Scientific  School,  he  in  1878,  entered 
the  Medical  Department  of  Yale,  graduating  there- 
from in  1880,  after  which  he  went  West  to  enter 
upon  his  first  practice.  Settling  in  }ilinneapolis, 
Minn.,  he  remauied  there  some  time,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  congenial  surroundings  of  his  Con- 
necticut home,  where  he  has  remained  ever  s'ince, 
building  up  what  is  generally  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  most  lucrative  practices  in  the  whole  city. 

On  Aug.  29,  1880,  Dr.  Roberts  married  Miss 
Clara  N.  Ludington,  of  Xew  Haven,  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  A.  and  Adeline  (Perminj  Ludington.  Mrs. 
Roberts'  maternal  grandfather  came  to  America 
from  Denmark.  Two  children  have  come  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Roberts:  Clifford  L.,  born  May  7,  1882; 
and  Edward  K.  Jr.,  born  Aug.  19,  1886.  The  latter 
is  a  student  in  the  New  Haven  High  School,  class 
of  1904,  and  intends  to  enter  Yale.  Although  an 
ardent  Republican,  Dr.  Roberts  has  never  accepted 
any  political  office.  He  is  a  well-known  member  of 
various  medical  and  fraternal  societies — the  Royal 
Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  the  examiner ;  the  Forest- 
ers; the  American  Medical  Association,  and  the 
State  and  County  Medical  Societies.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members'  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and 
possess  the  esteem  of  a  very  large  circle  of  social  and 
professional  friends. 

"  ARTHUR  A.  BEXHAM  is  one  of  the  influen- 
tial citizens  of  West  Haven,  that  town  having  been 
his  birthplace  and  the  sphere  of  his  active  life.  He 
was  born  Dec.  9,  1848,  and,  while  he  has  yet  scarcely 
passed  middle  life,  the  natural  development  of  his 
innate  qualities  has  both  challenged  and  enforced 
respyect. 

For  several  generations  antecedent  to  our  sub- 
ject the  family  has  resided  in  the  same  town,  and 
the  ancestral  homestead  is  well-nigh  a  landmark. 
The  Benhams  are  of  English  origin,  and  John  Ben- 
ham,  the  first  American  ancestor,"  sailed  from 
Plymouth,  England,  in  the  ship  "Mary  and  John" 
March  20,  1630.  and  arrived  at  Xantasket  Point 
May  30,  1630.  Xext  day  Capt.  Squib  put  them  on 
shore  and  left  them.  By  the  aid  of  plainters  they 
obtained  a  boat  and  went  up  the  Charles  river  to  a 
place  called  Watertown,  where  they  landed^  They 
found  a  neck  of  land  at  Mattapan  and  removed 
there,  naming  their  town  Dorchester.  They  had 
many  cattle.  John's  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph, 
probably  came  with  him.  John  Benham  was  one 
of  the  first  set  of  "freemen"  of  Boston  of  May  18, 
1631.  In  1639  he  and  his  sons  came  with  the  orig- 
inal colonv  of  Eaton  and  Davenport  to  Xew  Haven, 
he  being  one  of  the  seventy  heads  of  fam'ilies  that 
settled  that  place.  To  him  was  assigned  one  each 
of  the  four-acre  house  lots  and  sixteen-acre  out  lots 
set  off  to  those  first  principal  colonists. 

John  Benham.  Jr..  and  his  brother  Joseph  took 
the  oath  of  fidelity  in  1654.  Joseph  removed  to 
Wallingford  in  1669  or  1670.  John  remained  on  the 
original  grant.     Probably   the  s'ixteeJi-acre  out  lot 


was  on  Main  street  near  the  public  square,  as  rec- 
ords show  they  owned  land  there  and  later  moved 
to  "Benham  Hill,"  two  miles  west  of  West  Haven. 
J   The  holdings  were  extensive.     The  first  John  fol- 
I   lowed  to  some  extent  his  trade  of  brickmaker,  as 
I   well  as  agricultural  pursuits,  which  pursuits  his  sons 
and  succeeding  generations  also  followed,  likewise 
!  filling  prominent  and  influential  places  in  the  com- 
I  munity.    Many  of  them  filltid  town  offices,  a  distinc- 
tion which   in  those  early  days  was  highly  prized 
and  carried  a  deep  sigmhcance.     The  family  united 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  were  among 
its   earliest   and  most    liberal    contributors.       John 
(2)  married  in  1654  Sarah  Wilcoxson,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mercy  Smith,  in   1669,  and  had  nine 
children.     He  died  in    1690. 

John  Benham    (3),   son   of  John    (2),   died   in 
1745.     He  and  his  wife  Comfort  had  five  children. 
John  Benham   (4),  son  of  John   (3),  had  nine 
children.     He  died  in  1777.  , 

Gamal'iel  Benham.  son  of  John  (4),  married 
Lydia  Painter,  and  had  five  children.  He  was  born 
in  1738,  and  died  in  181 1.  He  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  in  Capt.  Bradley's  company,  enlisting 
June  5,  1780,  and  was  discharged  Jan.  i,  1781. 

Elisha  Benham  married  Phoebe  Keeler,  of  Litch- 
field, and  had  six  children.  He  was  born  in  1782. 
and  died  in  1876,  attaining  the  good  old  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  He  served  in  the  militia  in  the 
war  of  18 [2.  His  two  sons  lived  at  the  old  home- 
stead until  the  marriage  of  Elijah  E.,  father  of 
Arthur  A. 

Elijah  £.  Benham  was  born  in  March,  1820, 
and  in  1842  married  Mary  E.  Hine.  who  descended 
from  the  earliest  settlers  of  Milford,  being  one  of 
a  family  of  four  children  born  to  Andrew  P.  Hine, 
a  farmer  and  innkeeper  of  Orange  in  the  days  of 
the  old-fashioned  coach.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  Her  brother,  Albert  A.  Hine,  yet  lives 
in  the  old  familv  homestead  in  Orange.  Arthur  A. 
was  the  only  child  of  Elijah  E.  and  Marv  E.  Ben- 
ham. Elijah  E.  Benham  built  a  hcuse  and  lived 
on  a  farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  as  a  citizen  influential  and  re- 
sf>ected.  He  possessed  sound  judgment  and  was 
eminently  public-spirited.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  later  a  Republican,  and  he  was  a  select- 
man of  the  town  and  held  various  minor  offices. 
He  lived  to  see  his  seventy-second  birtliday,  dying 
in  1892.  His  brother,  Lucius  A.,  remained  on  the 
old  homestead,  was  likewise  a  successful  farmer 
and  prominent  in  town  affairs,  and  was  a  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  1854  he  married 
Sarah  L.  Plimpton,  of  Sturbridge.  Mass..  and  they 
had  four  daughters,  only  one.  Catharine  M..  living 
at  the  present  time,  .\rthur  A.  and  Catliarine  M. 
Benham  are  the  only  ones  bearing  the  name  of  this 
branch  of  the  family. 

Arthur  .\.  l^icnham  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  For  many  years  his  life  was  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  in  connection  with  which  he. 
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carried  on  a  wholesale  produce  commission  business 
in  New  JLavcn.  At  his  father's  death  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  fann  and  disposed  of  it  in  1899, 
the  old  homestead  having  been  previously  sold,  m 
1897.  He  built  his  present  home  in  West  Haven 
in  1889.  Mr.  Benham  is  held  in  hif^h  esteem  by 
his  fellow  townsmen  on  account  alike  of  his  keen 
sense,  excellent  judgment  and  blameless  life,  and 
has  been  repeatedly  elected  to  the  office  of  assessor, 
and  is  at  present  chairman  of  that  board.  He  is 
also  member  of  the  board  of  relief  and  board  of 
burgesses.     In  political  faith  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  Nov.  17,  1S70,  jNIr.  Benham  married  Mary 
Baker,  of  New  Haven,  now  the  sole  survivor  of  a 
family  of  three  children.  Her  father,  Capt.  Otis 
Baker,  commanded  a  merchant  vessel  sailing  to 
Havre.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Benham  had  one  child,  a 
daughter  named  Albertina  M.,  bom  in  Utica,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  22,  1876.  She  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  in  West  Haven,  and  was  highly  esteemed, 
and  her  death,  on  July  14,  1899,  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-three,  was  a  source  of  deep  grief  to  her 
parents. 

BENEDICT.  The  family  at  Waterbury  bear- 
ing this  name  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England 
and  Connecticut,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent. Several  generations  of  the  family  covering  a 
p>eriod  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  have  lived  in 
and  been  leading  citizens  of  Waterbury.  The  late 
Deacon  Aaron  Benedict,  of  whom  special  mention 
is  made  in  what  follows,  was  one  of  the  great,  use- 
ful and  noble  citizens  of  his  day,  and  there  are  still 
residing  in  the  city  some  of  the  descendants — useful 
men  and  women  in  the  various  callings  of  life. 

Deacon  Benedict  was  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  Thomas  Benedict,  his  first  American  ancestor, 
the  line  being  through  Lieutenant  Daniel  Benedict, 
Daniel  Benedict  (2),  Capt.  Daniel  Benedict  and 
Lieut.  Aaron  Benedict. 

(I)  Thomas  Benedict  of  Nottinghamshire,  Eng- 
land, born  in  1617,  came  to  America  in  1638.  in  the 
same  vessel  with  Mary  Bridgman,  a  daughter  of 
his  stepmother,  and  whom  he  afterward  married. 
They  lived  for  a  time  at  places  about  Massachusetts 
Bay,  then  moved  to  Southold,  L.  I.,  where  their 
children  were  born.  After  a  residence  at  other 
points  on  Long  Island  they  removed  to  Nonvalk, 
Conn.,  it  appearing  of  record  that  in  1665,  he  was 
chosen  clerk  of  the  town.  He  was  a  leading  man 
in  all  of  the  places  where  he  resided,  and  held  a 
number  of  high  public  trusts. 

(II)  Lieut.  Daniel  Benedict,  son  of  Thomas 
Benedict,  the  emigrant,  born  in  165 — ,  after  his  re- 
moval to  Norwalk,  Conn.,  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Matthew  and  Mary  Marvin,  of  Norwalk.  Conn. 
Daniel  Benedict  was  a  soldier  in  the  direful  Swamp 
fight  in  1675.  He  removed  from  Norwalk  to  Dan- 
bury,  Conn.,  and  the  records  show  he  sold  prop- 
erty March  25,  1690. 

(III)  Daniel  Benedict  (2),  son  of  Lieut.  Dan- 


iel Benedict,  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Ketcham;  Taylor,  original 
settlers  of  Danbury,  Conn.  His  will  was  made 
March  26,  1762,  and  proved  Aug.  5,  1776. 

(IV)  Capt.  Daniel  Benedict,  son  of  Daniel  Bene- 
dict (2),  born  in  1705,  married  in  1728,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  2\Iary  (Bronsonj  Hickok. 
From  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone  we  read : 
"He  was  for  many  years  Deacon  of  this  town  [Dan- 
bury]  and  by  an  exemplary  life  and  conversation 
endorsed  the  sincerity  of  his  Christian  profession. 
'The  memory  of  the  righteous  is  blessed.'  "  He 
died  Nov.  9,  1777. 

(V)  Lieut.  Aaron  Benedict,  son  of  Capt.  Daniel 
Benedict,  born  in  1745,  married  in  1769,  Esther, 
daughter  of  John  und  Mary  (Comstock)  Trow- 
bridge. The  year  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Waterbury,  and  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  what 
is'  now  the  town  of  Middlebury.  He  was  in  the 
French  war,  probably,  and  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  served  before  Quebec,  and 
became  a  pensioner.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  town,  which  he  represented  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  1809  and  1810.  In  1S18  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  for  Middlebury. 
Mr.  Benedict  was  a  remarkable  and  superior  type  of 
the  old  time,  strong-minded,  straight-forward,, 
square  men.     He  died  Dec.  16.  1841. 

The  late  Deacon  Aaron  Benedict,  of  Water- 
bury, was  born  Aug.  9,  1785,  in  w^hat  is  now  the 
town  of  Middlebury,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Capt.  Daniel 
and  Esther  (Trowbridge)  Benedict.  He  entered 
Yale  College,  but,  owing  to  ill  health,  had  to  aband- 
on his  college  course  after  having  pursued  it  for  a 
year  and  a  half.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
removed  from  the  out-skirts  of  the  town,  and  set- 
tled within  the  limits  of  the  "First  Society,"  where 
in  1804  he  became  partner  of  Joseph  Burton  in  mer- 
cantile business.  After  several  years  of  experience 
as  a  merchant  he  began  in  1S12,  the  manufacture 
of  bone  and  ivory  buttons,  a  business  in  which  he 
continued  until  1823.  He  then  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Bennet  Bronson,  of  W'aterbury,  and  three 
New  Haven  gentlemen,  for  the  manufacture  of  gilt 
buttons,  he  having  the  exclusive  management  of 
the  concern.  "The  prosperity  of  \\'aterbury  as  a 
manufacturing  town."  says  Dr.  Henry  Bronson, 
in  the  history  of  Waterbury,  "may  be  faid  to  date 
from  the  formation  of  this  company,"  the  capital  of 
which  was  $6,500.  It  was  a  small  beginning,  but 
industry,  perseverance  and  skilled  labor  were  not 
long  in  securing  success.  The  partnership  was  re- 
newed in  1827,  and  the  capital  increased  to  S13.000. 
In  1829  a  new  partnership  was  formed  under  the 
name  of  Benedict  &  Coe.  with  a  capital  of  S20,ooo, 
and  in  addition  to  the  manufacture  of  gilt  buttons, 
the  firm  undertook  the  rolling  of  brass  for  market, 
this  establishment  becoming  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant and  lucrative  departments  of  their  rapidly  ex- 
tending business.  The  firm  also  dealt  in  merchan- 
dise.    On  Feb.  10,  1834,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
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partnership  of  Benedict  &  Coe,  a  new  one  was  en- 
tered into  with  a  capital  of  $40,000  under  the  name 
of  Benedict  &  Biirnhani.  This'  partnersiiip  was  re- 
newed in  1838,  and  the  capital  increased  to  $71,000, 
•and  again  renewed  in  1840,  with  a  capita!  of  $100,- 
<XX).  In  1843  the  firm  of  Benedict  &  Burnham  be- 
came The  Benedict  &  Burnham  Alanufacturins:  Co., 
the  first  joint  stock  corporation  formed  in  the  town 
of  Waterbury.  Mr.  Benedict  was  chosen  president 
of  the  company,  and  remained  as  its  executive  head 
until  the  close  of  his  life. 

This  Benedict  &  Burnham  Manufacturino;  Co., 
"which  has  developed  into  such  a  q-reat  industry,  was 
the  parent  from  which  s'prauCT  the  American  Pin  Co., 
.in  1846,  the  Waterbury  Button  Co.,  in  1849,  the 
•Benedict  &  Scovill  Co.,  in  1852,  and  the  Waterbury 

•  Clock  Co.,  in  1857. 

Mr.  Benedict  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1826  and  1841.  and  State  Senator  in  1858- 
59-  He  became  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Waterbury,  in  February,  1817.  In 
1832,  he  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  deacon,  the  du- 

■  ties  of  which  he  fulfilled  for  forty  years  in  the  most 

•  ixemplary  manner.  He  was  noted  throughout  his 
life,  not  only  for  fidelity  in  all  religious  duties,  but 

'  for  his  practical  benevolence.  In  his  later  life  his 
,  gifts  bestowed  in  the  most  unostentatious  way 
amounted  to  thousands  of  dollars  annually.  He  con- 
-tributed  $10,000  to  the  erection  of  Divinity  Hall, 
'New  Haven;  $10,000  for  the  endowment  of  the 
'Benedict  professorship  of  Latin  in  Iowa  College; 
land  $30,000  toward  the  erection  of  the  First  Con- 
-gregational  Church  edifice,  Waterbury.  "Mr.  Bene- 
!<iict's  death  will  be  keenly  felt  not  only  in  the  church 

■  "NVhere  he  has  wors'hiped  so  long  and  served  faith- 
fully, but  throughout  the  community  and  State.  In 

this  death,  another  of  the  ties  is  broken  by  which  the 
-Waterbury  of  to-day  is  connected  with  the  Water- 
■bury  of  fifty  years  ago.  The  tran'sformation  of  the 
'.insignificant  village,  which  some  of  us  remember, 
•ihto  the  busy  and  prosperous  city,  which  now  fills 
-the  valley  and  over  spreads  the  hillside  is  due  to 

•  Aaron  Benedict  more  perhaps  than  to  any  other 
-than.  It  fulfilled  our  conception  of  the  fitness  of 
'thing's,  that  he  was  permitted  to  see  and  enjoy  the 
j-fruits  which  sprang  from  his  early  labors,  and  to 
.«tay  amongst  us  for  so  many  years  as  a  representa- 

■  tive  of  what  is  past,  and  at  the  same  time  a  beauty 
UoVer  of  the  present." 

'  At  the  time  of  hfs  death  the  New  Haven  Palla- 
zdium  said :  "Mr.  Benedict  was  one  of  the  most  prom- 
-inent  men  of  the  State,  more  particularly  in  con- 
.nection  with  its  manufacturing  interests,  and  was  a 
-very  public-spirited  and  greatly  honored  citizen. 
,'He  was  at  one  time  somewhat  active  in  politics,  and 
."was  chosen  on  different  occasions  a  member  of  the 
.State  Senate.  His  energy  and  exemplary  character 
-as  a  business  man  gave  him  a  controlling  interest 
-O  a  counselor  in  matters  engaging  the  attention  of 
-men  of  interest.  His  death  will  be  greatly  re- 
i^TEtteiL" 


On  Sept.  17,  i8o8,  Mr.  Benedict  was  married  to 
Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Hannah  (  Eliot  j 
Porter,  and  their  children  were:  Charlotte  A.  mar- 
ried Scovill  M.  Buckingham  ;  Frances  J.  died  single  ; 
George  W. ;  Charles ;  and  Mary  L.  married  John 
S.  Mitchell,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.  Aaron  Benedict 
died  Feb.  9,  1873,  and  his  wife  died  May  9,  1870. 

George  Willi.\m  Benedict,  son  of  Aaron  and 
Charlotte  A.  (Porter)  Benedict,  was  born  Nov.  26, 
1814,  married  Feb.  6,  1838,  Caroline  R.,  daughter 
of  Austin  and  Polly  (Beecher)  Steele,  of  Water- 
bury. She  was  born  March  13,  1824,  and  died  Dec. 
II,  i860.  Mr.  Benedict  was  reared  in  Waterbury, 
and  received  practical  training  in  the  manufactur- 
ing business  of  his  father,  and  his  business  life  was 
given  to  the  interests  of  the  business  of  th«x compan- 
ies originated  by  his  father.  The  son  was  an  ardent 
Whig  and  Republican,  and  took  an  active  interest 
in  local  affairs.  He  was  warden  of  the  borough 
from  1843  to  1846,  a  selectman  in  185 1  and  1859, 
and  mayor  of  the  city  from  June,  1855,  to  June, 
1856,  councilman  in  1859  and  i860.  In  1857  he 
represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
was  a  man  of  integrity  and  honesty,  a  man  of  action 
rather  than  words ;  interested  in  every  thing  relating 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  ;  reserved  but  possessed 
of  a  generous  heart.  He  died  April  12.  1862.  His 
children  were :  'Sla.ry  C.,  married  Lewis  D.  Griggs, 
of  Waterbury;  Frances  J.,  married  Edv;ard  L.  Rice; 
George  H.,  was  a  soldier  in  company  A,  23rd  Conn. 
V.  I.,  in  the  Civil  war;  Aaron  A.;  and  Clafa  L. 

SUMNER  T.  THAYER,  a  well-known  retired 
citizen  of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  April  24,  1850,  only  child'  of  Alexander 
Thayer. 

Alexander  Thayer  was  born  in  Bellingham, 
Mass.,  June  15,  1812,  a  son  of  Marvel  Thayer,  who 
also  was  a  native  of  Bellingham,  aind  for  a  number 
of  years  was  a  successful  farmer  of  that  town. 
Marvel  Thayer  married  Julia  Bullard,  and  became 
the  father  of  five  children,  namely:  Sewell; 
George,  who  became  a  carpenter  and  builder  and 
moved  to  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Levina ;  Alexander ; 
and  a  daughter  who  died  young.  Alexander  Thaver 
was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  he  lost  his  father. 
Being  of  a  meohain'ical  turn  of  mind,  he  early  in 
life  took  up  work  along  that  line.  Practically- 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  his  energetic  and  in- 
dustrious disposition  helped  him  to  fight  life's  battle 
alone.  He  was  only  a  boy  when  he  went  to  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  and  there  secured  work  calculated  to 
develop  the  natural  mechanical  skill  he  possessed. 
In  toolmaking  and  in  machinist's  work  he  secured 
much  practical  experience,  while  his  steady  habits 
and  industry  enabled  hiin  to  accumulate  some  cap- 
ital, with  which  he  s-oon  went  into  business  for 
himself.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Thaver  &  Houghton,  tool  and  ma- 
chinery manufacturers,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  The 
product  of  this  firm  was  shipped  to  various  parts 
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of  the  United  States  auid  foreign  countries,  and  was 
noted  for  its  excellency.  For  a  time,  also,  Mr. 
Tha\xr  was  associated  with  his  brother  Seweil  in 
business  at  Worcester.  Alexander  Thayer  remained 
in  Worcester  until  about  1865,  when  he  removed 
to  New  Haven.  During  h'is  long  residence  in  the 
former  city  he  became  one  of  its  prominent  citi- 
zens, and  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  a  member  of  the  city  council,  as  well  as  be- 
ing honored  with  election  as  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
Disposing  of  his  mainufacturing  interests  in  Wor- 
cester, Mr.  Thayer  came  to  Xew  Haven  about 
1865  to  become  superintendent  of  the  Xew  Haven 
Manufacturing  Co.,  a  position  he  afterward  held  for 
twenty-five  years.  In  that  capacity  he  proved  to 
be  a  most  efficient  man,  and  his  retirement,  as  a 
result  of  his  advanced  years  and  impaired  health, 
was  the  source  of  much  regret  to  the  stockholders 
of  the  concern.  He  was  a  director  and  stockholder 
in  that  business,  in  which  capacity  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  our  subject.  After  becoming  a  citizen 
of  New  Haven  he  gave  his  attention  entirely  to  his 
duties  in  the  business  with  which  he  was  connected, 
refraining  from  any  part  in  public  affairs.  Im  re- 
.ligious  matters  he  took  an  active  and  prominent 
part,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Calvary  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon 
from  its  organization  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  ^larch  23,  1895.  He  was  ever 
strong  in  example  of  his  religious  professions,  and 
a  man  who  was  respected  by  all.  His  successful 
life  was  marked  by  a  conscientious  discharge  of 
his  duties  toward  his  fellow  man.  From  a  penni- 
less start  he  had  amassed  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, but  it  was  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
frugality,  not  of  oppression  or  speculation.  Alex- 
ander Thayer  married  Miss  Lucinda  Weaver,  of 
Central  V^illage,  Conn.,  where  she  was  born  Dec. 
31,  1814,  daughter  of  Remington  Weaver,  a  farm- 
er. Mrs.  Thayer  died  June  3,  1880,  while  on  a 
visit  to  Worcester,  Mass.  The  only  child  born  of 
this  union  was  Sumner  T.,  our  subject. 

Sumner  T.  Thayer  spent  his  early  life  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  and  there  attended  the  public  schools 
and  later  a  private  school.  He  was  about  sixteen 
years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Xew  Haven, 
"where  he  was  enrolled  as  a  student  in  John  Lovell's 
School,  and  later  in  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School. 
For  a  considerable  period  he  worked  at  the  trade 
of  a  carriage  trimmer,  but  for  a  number  of  years 
has  lived  retired  from  business.  On  Xov.  i,  1882, 
Mr.  Thayer  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Mar\-  Piatt, 
■bom  in  Chester,  Conn.,  daughter  of  William  Piatt, 
who  was  bonn  in  Westbrook,  Conn.,  Aug.  i,  1826, 
son  of  Elisha  Piatt,  who  was  also  born  probably  in 
Westbrook.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Thayer,  Marilla 
(Smith)  Piatt,  was  bom  in  Chester,  Conn.,  Oct. 
31,  1844.  Both  parents  still  sur\-ive,  the  father, 
however,  being  unable  to  follow  his  trade  of  molder 


on  account  of  injuries  received  during  his  ser\'ice 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piatt 
had  four  children,  'namely :  Alice  M. ;  Florence 
L. ;  Anna  M. ;  and  Rosa,  who  died  young.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thayer  have  no  children.  In  politics  Mr. 
Thayer  is  a  Republican.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  ' 
valued  members  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Their 
ver)-  pleasant  home  is  located  at  No.  140  Dwight 
street,  and  their  summer  home  is  at  Woodmont, 
Conn.  Both  enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of 
frier.ds.  Mrs.  Thayer  is  a  member  of  the  Womans 
Relief  Corps  of  New  Haven.  j 

REV.  EDWARD  E.  ATWATER,  late  of  Xew 
Haven,  whose  death  occurred  Dec.  2,  1887,  was  one 
of  the  able  men  of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  his  day. 
He  was  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  settled 
families  in  Connecticut,  having  been  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  David  Atwater,  a  planter  of  Xew 
Haven,  to  whom  a  tract  of  land  was  assigned  in  the 
first  division  of  lands  in  the  prospective  town.  His 
assignment  was  in  what  was  known  as  the  "Xeck," 
a  strip  of  land  between  the  Mill  and  the  Quinnipiac 
rivers,  and  there  it  is  believed  he  lived  until  his 
death,  in  1692.  Mr.  Atwater's  line  of  descent  was 
through  David  (2),  Joshua,  David  (3),  Jared  and 
Elihu  Atwater. 

David  Atwater  (2),  son  of  David,  of  Xew  Ha- 
ven, was  born  in  1650,  cultivated  a  part  of  the  land 
assigned  to  his  father,  and  died  in  1736. 

Joshua  Atwater,  son  of  David  (2),  bom  in  1687, 
was  married  in  1721,  to  Anna  Bradley,  and  spent 
his  life  on  the  old  homestead,  where  his  son, 

David  Atwater  (3),  was  born  in  1728.  In  1746 
he  married  Elizabeth  Bassett,  who  was  his  first 
wife,  and  the  mother  of  all  his  children. 

Jared  Atwater,  son  of  David  (3),  was  born  in 
1758,  married  Eunice  Dickerman,  and  lived  on 
Cedar  Hill,  where  he  died  in  1813.  i 

Elihu  Atwater,  his  son,  born  in   1786,  married    i 
Julia  Thompson  in  181 1,  and  Betsy  Tyler  in  1819.    ' 
He  was  the  father  of  the  following  children :    Lydia 
H.,  born  in  1812;  Elihu  W.,  born  in  1814:  Edward 
Elias,  whose  name  introduces  this  article,  born  May     I 
28,  18 16;  and  John  T.,  born  in  1820.     Edward  E.     j 
was  the  only  one  of  these  four  children  to  survive 
infancy,  none  of  the  other  three  living  to  complete 
their  second  year. 

Edward  E.  Atwater  was  born  in  X^ew  Haven, 
and,  graduating  from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of 
1836,  became  a  Congregational  minister,  having  his 
first  church  in  Ravenna,  Ohio.  Later  he  was  called 
to  Salmon  Falls,  X'.  H..  and  while  yet  a  young  man 
returned  to  Xew  Haven  to  assume  the  pastorate  of 
the  Davenport  Congregational  Church.  The  hand- 
some structure  of  that  society  on  Green  street  is  an 
enduring  monument  to  the  liberality  of  the  Atwaters. 
father  and  son.  The  father  gave  the  land  for  the 
church,  and  the  son  contributed  the  money  to  the 
building.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  Mr. 
Atwater  was  considerably  engaged  in  literary  work, 
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and  wrote  a  history  that  throws  much  light  on  the 
early  Colonial  days.  In  185 1  he  prepared  in  pamph- 
let form  a  genealogy  of  the  Atwater  family  that 
was  complete  to  the  fifth  generation,  and  a  second 
edition  of  this  was  prepared  and  issued  by  him  in 
1873,  brought  up  to  the  sixth  generation.  He  was 
the  editor  of  what  is  called  Atwater's  History  of 
New  Haven,  which  was  published  in  1887.  Air. 
Atwater  was  a  Congregationalist  of  the  Old  School, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  in  New  Haven,  both  in 
and  out  of  the  church.  At  Ravenna,  Ohio,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Dana,  a  native  of  Pomfret, 
Vt.  Their  only  child,  a  son,  died  in  childhood,  and 
their  adopted  son,  Harry  T.  Clark,  has  his  home  at 
No.  212  English  street,  New  Haven. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Atwater,  the  Davenport 
Congregational  Church  had  the  following  minute 
made  a  matter  of  record  :  "This  Church  has  learned 
with  great  sorrow  and  regret  the  recent  death  of 
Rev.  Edward  E.  Atwater,  its  first  founder  and  pas- 
tor. We  wish  to  express  in  the  most  fitting  way  our 
sincere  regard  and  earnest  love  for  this  loyal  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ.  In  the  years  of  our  beginning  as  a 
church,  he  was  faithful,  hopeful,  self-sacrificing  and 
laborious  in  the  pastoral  ot^ce  among  us,  exhibit- 
ing Christian  love  and  zeal  in  all  his  work  as  our 
minister.  Since  he  left  us  we  have  loved  and  revered 
him  scarcely  less  even  as  his  generous  and  tender 
aflfection  for  us  never  changed,  and  our  hearts  are 
grieved  at  his  departure.  We  believe  him  to  have 
been  a  man  of  God,  in  mind,  heart  and  life ;  one  who 
was  glad  to  labor  for  his  Lord,  and  willing  and 
ready  to  obey  the  summons  out  of  life." 

HORACE  WILLIA:^!  de  les  DERNIERS,  M. 
D.,  a  leading  physician  of  Meriden,  was  born  at  St. 
Scholastique,  Canada,  April  6,  1851.  The  de  les 
Demiers  are  of  Swiss  extraction,  and  are  supposed 
to  have  originated  close  to  the  line  of  France.  Three 
brothers  of  that  name  came  to  America  at  an  early 
day,  one  settling  in  Nova  Scotia,  another  in  Maine, 
and'  another,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  in  Vermont. 

Horace  Nelson  de  les  Derniers  was  bom  in  Ver- 
mont, and  was  quite  young  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Canada,  locating  at  Vaudreuil,  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  where  the  father  carried  on 
the  mercantile  business,  and  where  he  died  while 
still  in  middle  age.  There  Horace  N.  de  les  Derniers 
grew  to  manhood,  and  became  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  Francois  Exavier  Desjardins,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant, who  married  his  aunt.  When  he  became 
of  age  he  secured  an  interest  in  the  business  of  his 
uncle,  and  married  his  partner's  daughter.  Her 
parents  opposed  this  union,  and  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  in  consequence  of  the  bitterness  de- 
veloped bv  the  controversy.  Young  de  les  Derniers 
took  his  bride  to  St.  Scholastique,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  and  prospered  until  a 
fire  destroyed  all  his  accumulations  in  both  store 
and  house,  leaving  him  penniless.     In  1869  he  and 


his  family  remo\'ed  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he 
I  was  employed  as  a  salesman  in  the  dry-goods  store 
I  of  D.  S.  Williams.  After  this  he  opened  a  grocery 
j  for  'himself,  on  East  Main  street,  and  the  venture 
i  was  attended  with  much  success.  Horace  N.  de  les 
i  Derniers  and  a  partner  invested  considerable  money 
I  in  real  estate.  A  period  of  hard  times  ensued,  and 
he  was  left  to  meet  all  obligations,  with  the  result 
j  of  financial  ruin.  After  this  he  retired  from  busi- 
j  ness  and  he  died  in  Meriden  in  1894,  being  buried 
!  in  St.  Patrick's  cemetery  in  that  city.  In  his  young- 
er days  he  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  but 
j  on  his  marriage  he  united  with  the  Roman  Cath- 
i  olic  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  died.  In  Can- 
I  ada  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Liberal  party,  and 
j  while  in  St.  Scholastique  served  as  mayor  of  the 
i  city. 

\        Horace  Nelson  de  les  Derniers  was  married,  in 
i  Vaudreuil,  Canada,  to  Normantine  Desjardins,  his 
■  cousin,  who  died  in  1S80,  and  rests  beside  her  hus- 
.  band.     Her  paternal  ancestors  belonged  to  an  old 
I  Quebec  family,  and  were  firm  adherents  of  France 
in  the  early  days.     Mrs.  de  les  Derniers  received 
her  education  at  the  famous  Notre  Dame  Convent, 
in  ^Montreal  (being  especially  proficient  in  music  and 
art),  and  was  a  devout  Catholic.     She  had  a  sweet 
disposition,  and  bore  her  trials  patiently.     Devoted- 
to  her  family,  she   was   a  good   and  true  woman. 
She  became  the  mother  of  sixteen  children,  eight 
of  whom  lived  to  reach  maturity :     Nelson,  now  a 
groceryman  in   ^Meriden ;   Horace  William ;   Ferdi- 
nand, employed  at  the  factory  of  the  Bradley  & 
Hubbard  Mfg.  Co.,  Meriden ;  Edward,  of  Meriden ; 
Mary,   who  married   William   C.    Knipfer;   Ida,   a 
saleswoman    in    Meriden ;    Sophia,    who    married 
Frank  Talbot,  of  Meriden ;  and  Emilia,  who  died 
unmarried. 

Horace  William  de  les  Demiers  attended  a  pri- 
vate school  in  his  native  town,  and  also  St.  Theresa 
College,  where  he  remained  until  fifteen  years  old. 
Having  a  strong  passion  for  music,  he  gave  it  much 
attention,  and  while  at  college  took  first  honors  in 
that  study.  His  parents,  having  a  large  family, 
could  not  give  him  the  opportunities  in  that  line  he 
craved,  and  he  resolved  to  do  what  he  could  to 
help  them.  In  his  native  country  there  was  little 
outlook  for  a  boy,  however  bright  and  ambitious  he 
might  be,  so  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  in  1S66, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  South 
Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  obtained  a  position  with 
the  Aleriden  Cutlerv"  Co.,  continuing  with  that 
house  until  1872.  During  the  first  year  he  re- 
ceived as  compensation  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  a 
day.  and  after  that  he  was  engaged  at  piece  work. 
In  1872  he  bought  a  piano  with  his  surplus  earn- 
ings, in  order  to  keep  up  his  practice.  At  a  later 
period  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  the  Meri- 
den Britannia  Co.,  and  was  a  burnisher  in  their 
factory  nine  \-cars.  during  which  time  he  began  the 
reading  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Jenigor,  and  later  read 
with  Dr.  E.  W.  Smith.    The  young  man,  ready  to 
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go  to  college,  was  desirous  of  retainiiif^  his  position 
in  the  factory  in  case  of  untoward  experiences,  and 
asked  Horace  Wilcox,  president  of  the  concern,  if 
he  niipht  not  feel  that  his  position  was  open  for 
him  in  case  he  should  wish  to  return.  This  was 
assured  him.  He  attended  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, and  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment after  a  full  course  of  four  years.  The  first 
summer's  vacation  he  spent  in  the  factory,  and  the 
last  in  the  drug  store  of  H.  K.  Rice.  Graduating 
in  the  class  of  1885,  he  returned  to  Meriden  and 
took  up  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  after  a  year 
moved  to  Gilbertville,  Mass.,  where  he  followed  his 
profession  three  years.  In  1889  Dr.  de  les  Derniers 
came  back  to  Meriden,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
one  of  the  busy  physicians  of  the  city.  A  good 
clientage  has  come  to  him,  he  has  given  his  calling 
hard  work  and  close  attention,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  French-Americans  in  New  Haven  county. 
Possessing  a  pleasing  and  courteous  manner,  he 
has  many  friends,  and  is  much  respected. 

Dr.  de  les  Derniers  was  married,  in  1889,  in 
Montreal,  Canada,  to  Marie  Louise  \'alentine  La- 
londe,  who  was  born  in  Montreal,  daughter  of 
Charles  F.  Lalonde,  a  prominent  man  of  St.  Cune- 
gonde  (Montreal  West),  who  was  mayor  of  the  city 
for  six  years.  Three  children  were  born  to  this 
union :  Leath  and  Lionel,  who  are  living ;  and  an 
infant  that  died  unnamed.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed  in  the  community  as  people 
of  culture  and  refinement.  Airs,  de  les  Derniers 
obtained  her  education  at  Mount  St.  Marie's  Sem- 
inary in  Montreal,  and  is  an  artist  of  much  ability. 

Dr.  de  les  Derniers  has  served  as  physician  of 
the  town  of  Meriden,  to  which  position  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  selectmen.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  various  medical  organizations  of  the 
city,  county  and  State,  and  also  holds  membership 
in  the  National  Medical  Association.  He  is  not  a 
politician,  but  supports  the  prmciples  of  Democracy, 
and  was  'nominated  bv  his  party  as  candidate  for 
alderman  in  the  First  ward  in  1900.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  French  Catholic  Church.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  Myrtle  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  being  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Second  Regiment,  Uniformed  Rank, 
Division  12;  he  fills  the  otYice  of  medical  examiner 
in  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  also  in  the  N.  E.  O.  P., 
the  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  the  R.  A. 

GEORGE  HEXRY  ELLSBREE.  a  well-known 
and  respected  citizen  of  Aleriden,  died  at  his  home 
in  that  city,  April  6,  1901,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  His  ancestry  was  English,  and  his 
family  was  planted  in  this  country  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  at  which  time  three  broth- 
ers of  the  name  came  to  America.  Two  of  them  re- 
turned to  their  native  country.  The  third,  Boomer 
Ellsbree,  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  reared  a 
large  family,  viz. :  Ephraim.  Jemima,  John,  James, 
Joshua,  Nathaniel,  David,  Benjamin,  Norman, 
Aaron,  Thomas,  Edmond  and  Mercy. 


Ephraim  Ellsbree,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  had 
ten  children,  namely :     Harriet,  Bradford  B.,  Will-   \ 
iam,   James,   Isaac,   Jemima,    Mercy,   Julius,   Lewis   i 
and  Ruth.    Ephraim  Ellsbree  died  Jan.  i,  1831,  aged  ; 
sixty-one  years.  1 

Bradford  B.  Ellsbree,  eldest  son  of  Ephraim, 
was  born  at  Fall  River,  in  1801,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1880,  at  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.  His  wife, 
Waity  Aldrich,  born  in  1799  in  Simsbury,  Conn., 
died  Sept.  4,  1873.  Their  children  were :  James, 
George  Henry,  Susan  E.,  Lyman  A.,  Elizabeth  R., 
Ephraim  B.,  Mary,  Irving  A.,  Charles  M.  and  Ed- 
mond S.  Only  two  of  these  are  now  living — Ed- 
mond S.,  who  resides  in  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  and 
the  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Squires,  of  Athol, 
Massachusetts. 

George  Henry  Ellsbree  was  bom  Aug.  12,  1823, 
in  Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  most  of  his  life  was  passed 
in  Alassachusetts.  During  nearly  all  of  his  active 
life  he  was  connected  with  the  cotton  industry,  and 
for  a  period  of  eleven  years  was  overseer  in  a  cotton 
cloth  mill  at  West  Springfield,  Mass.  He  gave  three 
years  of  willing  service  to  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  first  in  the  Sth  Mass.  Light  Bat- 
tery, and  subsequently  in  the  3rd  Mass.  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery. He  participated  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  South  Moun- 
tain, besides  numerous  engagements  of  less  prom- 
inence, and  returned  to  the  arts  of  j>eace  with  honor. 
He  was  a  valued  member  of  Merriam  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Meriden,  and  was  ako  identified  with  the 
Order  of  Chosen  Friends.  Mr.  Ellsbree  took  up  his 
residence  in  Meriden  in  1877,  and,  while  doing  some 
occasional  clerical  work,  gave  much  of  his  attention 
to  meteorology.  With  self-registering  thermometer 
and  barometer  he  kept  a  daily  record  of  weather 
and  barometric  conditions  and  temperature,  and  his 
data  were  often  sought  by  parties  interested  in  such 
records.  In  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  the  community  he  thus  passed  his  declining 
year's  in  congenial  pursuits,  and  closed  a  long  and 
useful   life   in   peace  and  contentment. 

On  March  20,  1846,  Mr.  Ellsbree  was  married, 
at  Three  Rivers,  Palmer,  Mass.,  to  Emeline  Pierce, 
a  native  of  Orange,  ]\Iass.,  daughter  of  Emery  and 
Sophronia  (Barnes)  Pierce,  both  born  in  that  State, 
the  former  a  son  of  Ichabod  Pierce,  a  farmer  of 
Hopkinton,  Mass.  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Ellsbree  had  four 
children,  George  L_\Tnan,  Clarence  Eugene,  Flora 
Emeline  and  EfSe  Marian.  The  daughters  died 
before  reaching  adult  age;  Clarence  Eugene  is  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Boston,  and  resides  in  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

George  Lym.a.x  Ellsbree,  a  leading  business 
man  of  Aleriden,  has  been  identified  with  its  material 
and  moral  interests  since  1875.  He  was  born  Nov. 
I,  1851,  in  Palmer,  Mass.,  and  his  education  was 
supplied  by  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State, 
chiefly  in  New  Bedford  and  Belchertown.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1S67,  having  just  completed  his  sixteenth 
year,  he  set  out  to  equip  himself  for  business  life. 
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.'   and  entered  a  store  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  to  master 
.     the  mysteries  of  the  drug  business.     That  he  was 
•    diligent  and  apt  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
'     ever  since  been  successfully  following  the  same  line, 
and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  pro- 
prietor.    His   firsit   drug   store    was    in    Amherst, 
Mass.,   where  he  established  himself   in    1S71,  and 
contmued  until  obliged  by  ill  health,  two  years  later, 
to  seek  outdoor  employment.     In  187V  after  a  yeai 
of  botanizing,  he  came  to  Aleriden  to  take  charge 
of  the  drug  store  of  N.  B.  Welton,  in  the  Palace 
block.     This   business   he   purchased    in    1877,   and 
has  ever  since  conducted  it,  with  profit  to  himself 
and  with  satisfaction  to  his  patrons.     The  location 
is  a  most  desirable  one,  and  the  genial  and  courteous 
-    manner's  of  the  proprietor  have  attracted  and  held  a 
J    desirable  line  of  trade.     Mr.   EUsbree  has  become 
interested  in  local  manufacturing,  and  is  recognized 
as  a  sound  and  reliable  business  man. 

It  is  but  natural  that  the  public  should  make 
demands  for  'service  upon  one  who  has  demon- 
strated ability  in  the  direction  of  his  own  concerns, 
and  Mr.  Ellsbree  is  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Just 
previous  to  the  town  election  in  1894  he  was  pur- 
suaded  to  become  the  candidate  for  first  selectman, 
and  the  subsequent  vote  demonstrated  his  popular- 
ity with  the  people.  After  being  twice  re-elected 
in  succession,  he  declined  to  be  again  a  candidate, 
feeling  that  he  had  devoted  his  share  of  time  to  the 
service  which  only  a  sense  of  public  duty  induced 
him  to  accept.  In  1899  he  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature,  and  during  his  term  was  chair- 
-,  man  of  the  House  committee  on  Manufactures  and 
»  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Roads,  Rivers  and 
Bridges.  He  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  "good 
.  roads  bill,"  which  became  a  law  at  that  session. 
Mr.  Ellsbree  has  served  'several  years  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  and  board  of  Education.  He  is 
now  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  State  Board  of 
Pharmacy.  Fraternall)-  he  is  a  Freemason,  being 
identified  with  Pacific  Lodge,  of  Amherst,  Mass., 
and  Keystone  Chapter  and  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
of  Meriden. 

In  November,  1876.  ^Ir.  Ellsbree  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Russell,  a  native  of  Amherst,  Mass., 
and  a  daughter  of  Emerson  and  Barbara  Russell. 
of  old  Massachusetts  families.  The  only  child  of 
this  union  is  Edward  Clarence,  born  Nov.  6,  1877. 

THOMAS  BRIGHT,  who  passed  away  Jan. 
15,  1876,  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  most  respected 
self-made  men  of  New  Haven,  where,  though  he 
died  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  had  succeeded  in  gaining 
a  substantial  position  in  the  business  world. 

Mr.  Bright  was  a  native  of  London,  England, 
bom  Dec.  9,  1827,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Tuffs)  Bright,  the  former  a  native  of  Oxford, 
England,  the  latter  of  Kent.  The)-  had  a  family  of 
ten  children,  none  of  whom  survive.  The  father 
served  a  number  of  years  in  the  English  navy,  and 
his  last  years  were  spent  in  London,  where  he  died 


in  1830.    The  mother  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-five    years,    and    died     in    Thompsonville, 
Conn.,  where  she  is  buried  ;  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.     Thomas  Bright  remained 
in  London  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools.     At  the 
age  mentioned  he  came  to  America  with  his  mother 
and   several   children,   locating  first   in   Thompson- 
ville, Conn.,  where  he  followed  weaving  for  a  few 
years.    He  next  spent  a  year  in  Hartford,  this  state, 
where  he  was  in  the  crockery  business,  and  in  1859 
came  to  New  Haven  and  engaged  in  business,  open- 
ing a  store  for  himself  at  the  corner  of  Elm  and 
Howe  streets,  where  he  continued  for  eight  years ; 
he  then   removed  to  Broadway,  where  he  was  lo- 
cated during  the   remainder  of  his   life.     He  car- 
ried on  a  crockery  and  glassware  establishment  in 
Broadway,  and  also  conducted  a  junk  business,  and 
by  industry  and  good  management  he  succeeded  in 
i  amassing  a  comfortable  fortune,  although  he  began 
i  with  no  financial  capital  whatever.     Mr.  Bright  was 
:  successful  in  more  than  the  ordinary  acceptance  of 
I  that  term,  for  he  won  and  retained  the  respect  of 
j  all  who  had  dealings  with  him  for  his  integrity  and 
j  genuine  worth,  as  well  as  his  executive  ability.    He 
I  was  cut  of?  at  the  height  of  his  career,  being  only 
I  forty-eight  at  the  time  of  his  death.     He  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  city,  and 
j  was  a  Democrat  in   political  affiliation. 

In  January',  1849,  Mr.  Bright  married  Jean  Mc- 
;  Crone,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  was  born  June  23, 
i   1830,   daughter  of   Hugh   and   Elizabeth    CXesbit) 
I  McCrone,  and  granddaughter  of  Robert  McCrone, 
I  all   born   in    Scotland.      Hugh    McCrone    came    to 
America    in    1832   and    settled    in   Thompsonville, 
;  Conn.    In  T834  he  sent  for  his  familv,  and  the  wife 
i  and  six  children  started  for  America.     On  the  way 
over  the  eldest  daughter  died.    The  remainder,  after 
a  voyage  of  several  weeks,  reached  New  York.    Mr. 
i   ^IcCrone    followed    weaving   throughout    his    long 
life,  reaching  the  great  age  of  eighty-eight  years, 
i  and  died  in  Thompsonville.     The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Bright  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
I  survive  at  this  writing   (1902);  Hugh,  who  is  a 
I  resident  of  Philadelphia,  Penn. ;  Jean.  Mrs.  Bright; 
[  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Richard  Nesbit.  of  Norwalk,  Conn. 
The  mother   died    at    the   age    of    forty -three,    in 
Thompsonville.    Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bright,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.   Thom- 
as died  when  four  months  old,  Elizabeth  when  two 
and  a  half  years  old.     Thomas   (2)   died  Nov.   17, 
18S3,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years ;  he  married 
Nellie  Mercer,  and  their  daughter.  Kitty,  now  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  of  Florida,  has  one  child.     Of  the  living, 
(i)   Robert   C.    (twin  of  Thomas,  who  died)    fol- 
lowed   in   his    father's    footsteps,    engaging   in   the 
crockery   and   glassware   business.      He   is   a  well- 
known  resident  of  New  Haven,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  political  matters  in  the  city.     He  first  mar- 
ried Florence  Bodge,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  Rob- 
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ert,  Ida  (wife  of  Marcellin  Adams,  of  Pittsburg, 
Pcnii.).  Florence  and  Mabel.  For  his  second  wife 
Robert  C.  Bright  married  Annie  Sumner,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Thomas  S.  and  Jean.  {2) 
Charles  C.  is  a  letter  carrier  in  New  Haven.  He 
married  Emma  Heubisch,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Thomas  and  Helen.  (3)  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  George  Robinson,  a  machinist,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Jessie  and  Georgie.  They  reside  in  Belvi- 
dere,  111.  (4)  Jessie,  twin  of  Jennie,  married  Will- 
iam Fleury  (deceased),  and  had  two  children,  Jen- 
nie and  John.  (5)  Mary  married  Benjamin  \"ann, 
of  New  Haven.  (6)  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Crump,  a  railroad  man  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Alice.  (7)  Alice  married  Fred-  j 
erick  Osborn,  a  civil  engineer  for  the  city  of  New  ' 
Haven,  and  they  have  one  child,  Marion.  j 

Mrs.  Bright  occupies  the  comfortable  home  at    | 
No.   140  Gotfe  street   which   her  husband   erected,   J 
and  which   stands  on  a  large  lot,   comprising  one 
and  a  quarter  acres  besides  a  regular  building  lot. 
Mr.  Bright  also  erected  a  block  at  the  corner  ot  Elm    1 
and  Park  streets.     Mrs.  Bright  and  her  family  at-  ; 
tend  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  her  par- 
ents were  devout  members.     Mr.  Bright  was  identi- 
fied with  Christ  Episcopal  Church.     He  is  laid  to   [ 
rest  in  Thompsonville,  near  his  parents.  i 

CHARLES  W.  BRADLEY.    A  valuable  chro-  ; 
nology   and    genealogy,    with    a    few    abbreviated 
biographies    of    some   of    the    first    settlers    of    the  | 
suburban  town  on  the  eastern  border  of  one  of  the  | 
principal    New    England    cities,    was    edited^    com-  ' 
piled,   and    published    in   book    form,    seventy-eight 
years  ago,  by  Rev.  Stephen  Dodd,  a  resident  clergy- 
man of  East  Haven.     No  copies  of  this  valuable 
work  are  for  sale,  and  the   few  still  remaining  in  ^ 
the  town,  are  treasured  with   the  greatest  care  by 
their  fortunate  possessors.    Among  those  mentiored 
upon  the  two  hundred  pages  of  the  work  the  Brad-  1 
ley  families  are  dealt  with  at  length,  and  it  appears  1 
that  there   were   three   brothers   bearing  the  name.  ! 
who  came  from  England  to  this  locality  about  1640,  i 

one  of  whom  married  Elizabeth  .     The  | 

record  further  states  that  "he  first  appeared  on  the  ! 
Branford  records  in  1674;  is  noticed  as  a  sojourner  \ 
at  New  Haven  and  the  town,  probably  Branford,  ! 
granted  him  a  home  lot  of  two  acres,  at  Conoe  | 
Brook."     This  settler,  who  removed  to  East  Haven  i 
in  1683,  had  the  following  children:     Isaac;  Will-  i 
iam ;  Samuel ;  Daniel ;  Sarah,  who  married  George  | 
Pardee  in  1703;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  I 
Auger   in    1710.     Thirty-six     families    having  this 
euphonius  cognomen  are  mentioned  in  Mr.  Etodd's 
book,   after    Isaac,    the   first.     The    following   vital 
stati'stics  of  one  branch  of  the  Bradley   family,  is 
brought  down  to  about  1812,  taken  mostly  from  the 
volume  above  mentioned. 

Azariah  Bradley  married  Elizabeth  Thompson. 
on  Nov.  7,  1759,  nothing  being  said  about  children. 
His  second  wife,  Elizabeth  \\'oodward,  he  marrried 


Jan.  18,  1764,  and  their  children  were:  Elizabeth, 
born  on  July  12,  1765  ;  Samuel,  born  on  Jan.  6,  1767; 
Esther,  born  on  Aug.  15,  1770.  married  Leverett 
Bradley  in  1791  ;  John,  born  April  9,  1774;  Lydia, 
born  July  8,  1776;  and  Roswell,  born  Aug.  I5,'- 
1780. 

Samuel  Bradley,  son  of  Azariah,  and  the  grand-' 
father  of  Charles  W.  Bradley,  of  East  Haven,  mar-> 
ried  Sarah  Bradley,  the  daughter  of  Jared  Bradley,- 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,' 
had  charge  of  the  Gov.  Saltonstall  farm,  near  the 
lake  which  bears  that  name.  The  children  of  Sam- 
uel and  Sarah  were :  Laura,  William,  George, 
Esther,  Lue,  Azariah,  Adeline,  Lydia,  Samuel  H.', 
and  Justin.  l      .j 

Samuel  H.  Bradley,  son  of  Samuel,  was  the  vil-: 
lage  blacksmith  of  East  Haven,  sixty-five  years  ago,' 
and  by  his  industry  accumulated  considerable-' 
wealth.  James  and  Edward  E.  Thompson,  Samuet 
Chidsey  and  other  large  fanners  in  the  town  kepit 
for  New  Haven  shippers  hundreds  of  horses  and^ 
mules  collected  in  Kentucky.  Thus  it  happened^ 
that  a  large  share  of  the  work  which  fell  to  the 
genial  blacksmith  consisted  in  pulling  off  the  shoes- 
of  the  animals  preparatory  to  shipping.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Huldah. 
(Stannard)  Tyler,  the  tormer  of  whom  was  born 
in  North  Branford,  and  the  latter  in  Westbrook, 
Conn.  Neither  lived  to  middle  age,  Samuel  Brad- 
ley dying  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
and  his  widow  in  1848.  at  the  age  of  thiny-three. 

Charles  William  Bradley,  the  only  child  of  Sam-- 
uel  H.,  was  born  on  the  north  side  of  East  Haven 
Green,  en  Monday.  Dec.  8.  1834;  and  the  old  home, 
having  withstood  the  attacks  of  time  and  the  ele- 
ments for  more  than  100  years,  is  still  a  feature 
of  the  landscape.  Mr.  Bradley's  preparatory  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  district  schools,  after 
which  he  studied  at  Branford  Academy,  under  Mr." 
Frisbie ;  at  Samuel  M.  Brown's  Academic  school; 
at  St.  Mathew"s  Hall.  Port  Colden,  N.  J.,  under 
Rev.  P.  L.  Jaques :  and  at  a  select  school,  which  was 
conducted  in  the  town  hall,  in  East  Haven. 

Mr.  Bradley  is  well-known  to  the  residents  of 
East  Haven,  where  for  many  years  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  public  and  private  interests.  For  several 
years  he  engaged  in  educational  work  in  this  and 
other  towns,  and  has  at  times  been  interested  in  the 
grocery  and  provision  business,  as  well  as  in  agri- 
culture and  stock-raising.  In  1867  he  was  ap- 
pointed keeper  of  the  New  Haven  light-house,  and 
he  has  filled  the  positions  of  superintendent  of  the 
New  Haven  alms-house,  and  secretary  of  the  board 
of  education.  A^  a  military-  man  he  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  2nd  Company  of  the  Govern- 
or's Horse  Guards,  and  as  a  forceful  and  even 
brilliant  writer  he  has  for  fifty  years  contributed 
to  the  Journal  and  Courier. 

On  April  9,  1854.  Mr.  Bradley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sarah  Amelia  Leete,  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Gov.  William  Leete,  the  chief  executive 
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of  Connecticut,  in  1676.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradley,  Annetta  Adeline,  Harriet 
Louisa  and  Seymour  Percy. 

Seymour  Percy  Bradley  developed  into  a  young 
man  of  much  more  than  usual  ability.  In  1879  he 
entered  the  West  Point  r^Iilitary  Academy  as  a 
cadet,  a  representative  from  the  2nd  Congressional 
district,  of  Connecticut,  and  he  is  now  an  official 
and  a  civil  engineer,  in  the  construction  of  the  rapid 
transit  tunnel,  in  New  York  city. 

Although  at  one  time  the  Bradley  family  seemed 
almost  the  most  numerous  in  East  Plaven,  of  any 
there,  it  has  scarcely  kept  its  place  in  the  changing 
generations.  It  is  believed  that  at  the  present  time 
there  is  only  one  male  member,  under  thirty,  of  that 
name  in  the  place.  However,  although  a  recent 
election  showed  that  but  seven  Bradleys  registered, 
the  name  has  not  by  any  means  become  extinct  or 
of  little  worth  in  the  world.  Probably  no  family 
in  the  United  States  has  more  conspicuous  members 
in  various  walks  of  life,  in  the  many  States  to 
which  they  have  drifted,  than  the  family  established 
by  the  first  Bradley  in  the  little  Connecticut  ham- 
let, so  many  years  ago. 

GEN.  PHELPS  MONTGOMERY,  Judge  Ad- 
vocate General  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  McLean,  was 
born  in  Portland,  Oregon,  Nov.  17,  1872.  Though 
still  a  young  man  he  has  become  one  of  the  most 
popular  characters  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  where 
his  manly  qualities  and  genial  disposition  have  won 
him  a  host  of  friends. 

Gen.  Montgomery  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools,  the  Portland  high  school,  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Yale  University, 
of  which  latter  he  is  a  graduate  in  both  the  acad- 
emic and  law  departments.  In  1898  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar,  and  on  Dec.  10,  1900,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Judge  Advocate  General,  his  appointment 
being  confirmed  by  the  Senate  the  7th  of  the  follow- 
ing January.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  the  law  in  asso- 
ciation with  Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland  and 
Roger  Sherman  Baldwin.  He  is  president  of  the 
West  Haven  Buckle  Co.,  and  has  considerable  inter- 
ests in  many  of  the  large  local  corporations.  He  is 
a  popular  and  genial  gentleman,  and  is  prominent 
alike  in  social,  business  and  professional  circles. 

Gen.  Montgomery  was  married,  Oct.  12,  1896, 
to  Miss  Elsie  Matthias,  only  child  of  the  late  John 
J.  Matthias,  the  well-known  West  India  importer 
and  merchant,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Daniel 
Trowbridge,  formerly  president  of  the  New  Haven 
Gas  Light  Co.  Gen.'  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  reside 
in  a  beautiful  home  at  No.  221  Whitney  avenue. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  child'-en.  Elsie  Matth- 
ias, John  Phelps  and  ^Nlary  :Marjorie. 

Gen.  Montgomery  was  born  a  Republican  and 
has  never  changed  his  political  faith.  During  the 
campaign  of  1900  he  was  active  in  his  support  of 
the  Republican  candidates,  particularly  of  Gov.  Mc- 


Lean, making  several  effective  speeches  in  his  be- 
half. In  Oregon  he  was  connected  with  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  but  had  no  connection  with  the  mili- 
tary in  this  State  previous  to  his  present  incum- 
bency. Always  interested  in  military  affairs,  how- 
ever, he  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  them,  and  the 
duties  of  his  present  position  are  particularly  con- 
genial to  him. 

Gen.  Montgomery  is  a  member  of  the  Gradu- 
ates' Club,  the  Quinnipiac  Club,  the  Union  League 
Club,  the  Young  Alen's  Republican  Club,  the  Coun- 
try Club,  the  New  Haven  Lawn  Club,  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution,  and  Wooster  Lodge,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  public 
park  commissioners  of  New  Haven  and  formerly 
served  as  a  director  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gen.  Montgomery  is  the  son  of  the  late  James 
Boyce  Montgomery  and  Mary  Phelps  Montgomery. 
His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  be- 
gan to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  at  the  printing  trade.  He  rose  to  be 
editor  of  several  successful  newspapers,  but  finding 
a  larger  field  for  his  energies  in  the  development  of 
the  railroad  industry,  then  in  its  infancy,  he  became 
a  contractor,  and  after  meeting  with  considerable 
success  in  his  native  State  moved  to  the  Pacific 
coast  and  located  in  Oregon  in  1871.  He  there  con- 
tinued his  railroad  building,  and  was  also  largely 
occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  in  ship- 
ping wheat  to  Europe. 

The  first  of  the  Montgomery  family  to  locate  in 
this  country  was  Archibald  Montgomery,  who  came 
from  Galway,  Ireland,  and  settled  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  at  what  became  Montgomery's 
Ferry,  he  owning  the  ferry  privilege  at  that  point. 
William  Montgomery,  son  of  Archibald,  and  father 
of  James  B.,  was  born  there  Jan.  22,  1791,  and 
i  passed  most  of  his  life  in  his  native  place,  dying  in 
1852.     He  was  a  prosperous  farmer. 

Gen.  Montgomery's  mother  was  born  in  Spring- 
field, AIo.,  daughter  of  John  S.  Phelps,  who  repre- 
sented that  State  in  Congress  for  eighteen  years, 
and  served  as  its  governor  from  1876-80.  He  com- 
manded a  Union  regiment  during  the  war,  and  was 
also  for  a  time  military  governor  of  Arkansas.  Al- 
though he  is  known  chiefly  as  a  Missourian,  having 
moved  there  as  a  young  man,  he  was  a  native  of 
Simsbury,  Conn.,  and  graduated  from  Trinity  Col- 
lege, in  Hartford,  or,  as  it  was  then  known,  \\'ash- 
ington  College. 

The  Phelps  family,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  New  England,  is  descended  from  William  Phelps, 
who  was  born  in  Tewkesbury,  Gloucestershire, 
England,  in  1599,  and  came  to  Dorchester,  Mass., 
in  1630.  In  1636  he  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Windsor,  Conn.,  where  he  died  July  14.  1692. 
He  was  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  of 
Massachusetts  as  one  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners authorized  to  govern  the  people  of 
Connecticut,    for    one    year    next    ensuing.     The 
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following  year  the  same  commissioners,  with 
committees  from  the  three  towns  then  consti- 
tuting the  Colony,  carried  on  the  government. 
Mr.  Phelps  was  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates  in 
1643.  From  this  William  Phelps  Gen.  Montgomery 
descended  through  (II)  Joseph,  born  in  England 
in  1629;  (III)  Joseph  (2),  born  in  Windsor  in 
1667;  (IV)  David,  born  in  1710;  (V)  Gen.  Noah, 
"born  in  Simsbury  in  1740  (He  fought  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  was  at  Ticonderoga  with  Ethan 
Allen.  He  entered  the  fort  disguised  as  a  farmer, 
the  day  before  its  capture,  and  was  shaved  by  the 
fort  barber.  He  noticed'  the  armament,  position  of 
the  sentries,  etc.,  and  reported  to  Ethan  Allen)  ; 
(VI)  Elisha,  born  in  Simsbury  in  1779;  (VII) 
John  S.,  born  in  Simsbury  in  1814;  and  (VIII) 
Mary,  born  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  in  1846. 

FRANK  PECK  EVARTS,  superintendent  of 
the  ornamental  department  of  the  Bradley  &  Hub- 
"bard  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Meriden,  is  one  of  the 
•city's  well-known  and  esteemed  citizens. 

Mr.  Evarts  was  born  in  Hudson,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  21,  1846,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  New  Haven  county.  Conn. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  New  England  was  John 
Evarts,  who  was  born  in  Hereford,  England,  in 
1610,  and  came  to  Amercia  with  some  of  the  early 
settlers  and  located  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  1640, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  May  10,  1669;  his  remains  were  interred 
in  Guilford.  John  Evarts  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Evarts,  born  1570-74  at  Hereford.  The  Stone  fam- 
ily, which  frequently  intermarried  with  the  Evarts 
family,  is  descended  from  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  a 
non-conformist  clergyman  of  Hereford.  John 
Stone,  his  son,  born  1610,  came  to  Guilford  with 
John  Evarts  and  several  others.  The  distinguished 
New  York  statesman,  William  M.  Evarts,  was  a 
-scion  of  the  same  family. 

John  Evarts  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Anne,  died  in  165 1,  and  was  the  mother  of  all  his 
children.  His  second  wife,  Eliza,  was  the  wid- 
ow of  John  Parmelee,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
SheaflFe,  of  Guilford.  The  children  of  John  and 
Anne  Evarts  were:  John,  born  Feb.  28,  1641, 
"married  (first)  ]\Iary  French,  daughter  of  Thomas 
French,  and  (second)  Sarah  Crampton,  daughter  of 
Dennis  Crampton,  of  Killingworth ;  Judah,  born 
Oct.  27,  1642;  James,  born  1644,  married  Lydia 
Guttridge,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Guttridge ;  Daniel, 
lx)rn  1646,  married  Elizabeth  Baldwin,  daughter 
of  John  Baldwin;  and  Eliza,  born  1648,  married 
Peter  Abbott. 

(II)  Judah  Evarts,  son  of  John.,  was  born  at 
•Guilford,  Oct.  27,  1642.  married  Aug.  3.  1670.  Marv 
Hayden,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hayden,  of  Killing- 
-worth.  He  died  in  1696.  His  children  were: 
Mary,  bom  June  28,  1675.  died  1678;  Samuel,  born 
Oct.  4,  1678:  Mary  (2)^  born  May  16,  1682,  died 
young;  and  Ebenezer,  born  June  16,  1688. 


(III)  Ebenezer  Evarts,  son  of  Judah,  was  born 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Meriden,  June  16,  1688, 
married  Rachel  Crampton,  of  Killingworth,  May  i, 
171 1,  and  died  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1759.  His 
children  were:  Rachel,  who  died  young;  John, 
born  in  1714,  married  Submit  Stone;  Ebenezer,  born 
in  1716,  married  Ann  Norton;  Rachel,  born  in  1718, 
married  Benjamin  Stone ;  and  Anna. 

(IV)  John  Evarts,  son  of  Ebenezer,  born  in 
1 7 14,  married  in  1738,  Submit  Stone,  and  their 
children  were:  John,  born  in  1739,  married  Naomi 
Branch  in  1769;  Samuel,  born  in  1741 ;  Daniel  and 
Anna  died  young. 

(V)  John  Evarts,  son  of  John  and  Submit 
(Stone)  Evarts,  born  in  1739,  married,  either  in 
Guilford  or  Killingworth.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  children  are  thus  recorded: 
Samuel,  born  in  1771 ;  Daniel,  in  1773;  John,  in 
1775 '■  Isaac,  in  1778;  Emeline,  in  1780;  and  Branch. 

(VI)  Isaac  Evarts,  fourth  son  of  John  and  Sub- 
mit Evarts,  born  in  1778,  married  Nov.  28,  1799, 
Elizabeth  Phinney,  who  was  born  Sept.  20,  1778, 
and  died  Aug.  30,  1855.  Isaac  died  of  cholera  in 
Athens,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  2,  1832.  His  children  were: 
Claudius  Lucius,  born  Jan.  6,  1804,  died  in  Low- 
ville,  Wis.,  Aug.  29,  1854;  Lauriston  Lewis,  born 
Feb.  26,  1806,  died  Jan.  28,  1813;  Marcus  Corn- 
ight,  born  May  i,  1808,  died  May  22,  1872;  Char- 
lotte Ann,  born  Sept.  5,  1810,  died  Nov.  21,  1890; 
Clythera,  born  July  i,  1812,  died  April  13,  1840; 
Emeline,  born  July  i,  1814,  died  Dec.  7,  1879; 
Isaac  Branch,  born  Feb.  13,  1816,  died  May  2,  1864; 
Lauriston  Lewis  (2),  born  Sept.  20,  1821,  was 
killed  by  lightning,  June  15,  1832;  and  Philo  Gris- 
wold,  born  Aug.  15,  1823. 

(VII)  Philo  Griswold  Evarts,  father  of  Frank 
P.  Evarts  of  Meriden,  was  bom  Aug.  15,  1823,  at 
Athens,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  educated.  He  began 
his  business  life  as  commander  of  a  sloop  which 
plied  the  Hudson  river  between  Athens  and  New 
York  city.  Later  he  carried  on  a  business  in 
stoneware  and  pottery,  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  On  June 
13,  1845,  he  was  married,  in  Athens,  N.  Y.,  to  Jane 
Pallas  Seward,  who  was  born  in  Scipio,  New  York, 
Sept.  5,  1822,  a  distant  cousin  of  the  noted  Auburn 
statesman,  Wiliam  H.  Seward,  who  was  secretary 
of  State,  under  President  Lincoln. 

After  the  birth  of  his  son,  Mr.  Evarts  went 
West,  with  his  family,  locating  in  Middleburg, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  potterv-  business.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Bridgeport,  Mich.,  and  there 
became  financially  interested  in  the  lumber  business. 
From  there  he  moved  to  Low\-ille.  Wis.,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  185S,  returning  then  to  Mich- 
igan. Until  i860  he  resided  in  Bridgeport,  where 
he  was  interested  in  the  salt  works,  removing  from 
there  to  Oberlin,  Ohio.  In  the  latter  city  he  worked 
as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  during  his  residence 
there  joined  the  State  militia,  which  was  called  out 
by  the  Governor  of  Ohio  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  war.     In  1864,  Mr.  Evarts  returned  East,  and 


378 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


after  locating  in  Southington,  Conn.,  enlisted  in  the  , 
I2th  Conn.  V.  I.     From  the  close  of  the  war  until 
1870,   Mr.  Evarts   worked  at  his  trade,  coming  in  1 
that  year  to  Meriden,  where  he  died,  in  June,  1898, 
and  was  interred  in  the  West  cemetery.     He  drew  a  1 
pension   for  military  service.  ! 

Mr.  Evarts  was  a  Democrat  in  his  earlier  life, 
but  later  became  a  Republican.     In  his  last  years  1 
he  became  attached  to  the  Prohibition  party,  taking  1 
a  deep  interest   in   the   work   of   this   organization. 
He  belonged  to  Merriam  Post,  No.  8,  G.  A.  R., 
Meriden,  in  which  he  was  a  valued  comrade.     His 
wife  also  died  in  Meriden,  ]\Iarch  8,  1900,  and  rests  1 
beside  her  husband,  in  West  cemetery.     Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Evarts   were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  earnest  workers  for  the  advance- 
ment of  religious  and  moral  enterprises,  and  were 
held   in    high    esteem.     They    had     three   children, 
namely:     Frank  Peck,  our  subject,  born  April  21, 
1846;  Benjamin  Seward,  born  in  Bridgeport,  ilich., 
Oct.  4,   185 1,  as  a  painter  and  decorator  by  -trade,  \ 
married    Clara    Vandenberg,    of    Coeymans,   New 
York,  and  died  in   Meriden,  in   March,   1901  ;  and   ; 
Charles  Lucius,  born   in  Lowville,  Wis.^  Aug.    10,  ' 
1856,  married  Charlotte   (Lottie)   Lucas,  of  .\Ieri- 
den,  and  resides  in  Boston.  ■      ■  I 

Frank    Peck   Evarts    was    educated   at   Oberlin,  \ 
Ohio,   and   later   learned   the   carpenter   trade   with  ! 
his  father,  and  worked  at  it  successfully  prior  to  the  ' 
location  of  the  family  in  Southington.     At  this  time,  [ 
although  but  a  lad  of  seventeen,  he  was  fired  with  ; 
the  patriotic  spirit  which  was  sweeping  in  such  a 
wave  over  the  country,  and  unknown  to  his  parents, 
made  his   way   to   Hartford,   in    March,    1863,   and 
there  enlisted  in  Co.  L  12th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col:  ; 
Peck  and  Capt.   Frank  Smith.     Until  the  close  of  ' 
the  war,  the  young  soldier  served  hJs  country  faith- 
fully and  well,  participating  in  the  operations  of  the 
Army  of  the  Gulf,  and  in  Sheridan's  Shenandoah 
campaign.     He   was   discharged   at   Savannah,  and 
with  the  thousands  of  the  survivors,  took  part  in  ! 
the  triumphal  review  at  Washington.  D.  C.  ' 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  army,  at  Hart-  ■ 
ford,  Mr.  Evarts  returned  to  the  family  home  and 
followed  his  trade  until  1869,  when  he  accepted  a 
pKJsition  as  millwright  with  th.e  great  Bradley  &  ■ 
Hubbard  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Aleriden.  Since  < 
that  time  Mr.  Evarts  has  been  a  resident  of  Meriden, 
and  has  watched  with  interest  the  growth  of  many 
of  its  great  concerns.  The  plans  from  which  the 
Winthrop  Hotel  was  erected,  were  drawn  under  his 
supei^i'sion  and  he  superintended  its  construction. 
Mr.  Evarts  occupies  a  position  of  responsibility 
with  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Co.,  in  being  the  super- 
intendent of  the  ornamental  department,  and  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  of  the  directors  to  .such  a  de- 
gree that  he  is  sent  on  the  road  as  their  representa- 
tive, a  part  of  the  time.  He  has  made  the  interests 
of  the  house  his  own  interests,  and  by  honesty  and 
reliability  has  attained  his  present  position. 

On  Sept.  3,   1867,  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  Mr. 


Evarts  was  married  to  Mary  H.  Bodwell,  born  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Woodbridge  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Hull)  Bodwell.  The  latter  was 
a  daughter  of  Timothy  Gilbert  and  Polly  (Ocame) 
Hull,  natives  of  Old  Milford.  Mrs.  Evarts  is  a 
member  of  Susan  Carrington  Clarke  Chapter.  D. 
A.  R.,  being  a  descendant  of  Benjamin  Bodwell,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Isaac,  father  of  Timothy 
Hull,  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Revolution.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans, 
namely:  Arion  F.,  born  Nov.  14,  1868.  is  a  photog- 
rapher connected  with  the  Bradley  &  Hubbard  Co., 
married  Elizabeth  Walker,  of  New  Britain,  and 
has  one  child,  Walter  Bodwell ;  and  Walter 
Clement,  born  Nov.  21,  1875,  died  March  3,  1876. 
Mr.  Evarts  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  po- 
litical life  in  Meriden.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
1890  was  elected  alderman  from  the  Second  ward,, 
serving  with  efficiency  on  the  committees  on  Water, 
Fire  and  Claims.  Both  his  wife  and  son,  with  him- 
self, are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Evarts  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
fraternal  and  social  organizations,  being  well-known 
and  valued  in  Meridian  Lodge,  No.  ~y,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  M.;  Ham- 
ilton Council,  No.  22,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery,  No.  9,  K.  T. ;  Pilgrim  Harbor  Council, 
No.  543.  Royal  Arcanum:  Loyal  Additional  Benefit 
Association :  and  the  Home  Club.  In  the  social 
circles  of  Meriden,  both  JNIr.  and  Mrs.  Evarts  are 
factors.  Although  now  ]Mrs.  Evarts  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  her  time  and  interest  to  her  family 
circle,  many  of  her  admirers  remember  her  as  a 
gifted  vocalist,  who  contributed  to  the  church  music 
in  Hartford,  New  Britain  and  Meriden.  The  beau- 
tiful family  residence  is  the  result  of  plans  and  de- 
signs made  by  Mr.  Evarts,  and  it  stands  as  one  of 
the  most  imposing  and  attractive  on  Lincoln  Street. 
Meriden,  testifying  in  a  very  substantial  way.  to  the 
mechanical  knowledge  and  artistic  genius  of  its 
owner. 

WILLIAM  ROBERTSON  MACK.\Y,  a  well- 
known  and  much  respected  citizen  of  Meriden.  and 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  was  bom  near  Troy, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Nov.  13,  1840.  a  son  of  John- 
R.  Mackay,  and  a  grandson  of  Captain  Daniel 
Mackay.  , 

Daniel  Mackay  was  a  native  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  and  a  member  of  a  Highland  Clan  whose 
coat-of-arms  dates  back  more  than  a  thousand  years. 
The  greater  part  of  Captain  Mackay's  life  was  spent 
at  sea,  where  he  was  in  command  of  a  ship  which 
sailed  from  Edinburgh.  After  being  shipwrecked 
seven  times,  he  met  with  an  accident  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
sea,  and  spent  his  last  year*  at  home,  where  he 
died,  old  in  years  and  prolific  of  honors. 

Mrs.  Mackay,  who  was  formerly  Mary  Rait, 
was  born  in  Lannock,  Scotland,  and  became  the 
mother  of  five  children :     ( i )  William,  who  died  in 
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Edinburgh,  his  native  home;  (2)  Catherine,  who 
died  young;  (3)  John  Rait;  (4)  Donald,  who  lived 
at  one  time  in  Meriden,  and  later  in  Long  Island, 
whore  he  died;  and  (5)  Mary,  who  died  young. 

John  R.  Mackay  was  bom  in  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, where  his  parents  died  in  1813,  and  where  he 
learned  the  silversmith's  trade.  When  a  young  man 
he  came  to  the  New  World,  locating  first  in  Canada, 
where  he  was  employed  for  a  time  with  the  Hudson 
Hay  Company.  Removing  to  New  York  City  some 
years  later,  he  married  Isabella  K.  Robertson, 
daughter  of  William  Robertson,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  at  that  time  a  crockery  merchant  in  New 
York.  Mr.  Mackay  removed  to  Pennsylvania  with 
his  young  bride,  making  a  home  near  Troy,  in 
Bradford  county,  where  he  followed  farming  for 
several  years.  Not  finding  the  life  of  an  agricul- 
turist as  congenial  and  remunerative  as  he  hoped,  he 
returned  to  New  York  City  and  resumed  his  trade 
as  a  silversmith,,  working  principally  in  Sterling 
Silver.  At  a  later  period  he  removed  to  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  and  found  employment  with  R.  Gleason  & 
Sons,  a  position  maintained  until  shifting  his  al- 
legiance with  the  starting  of  the  Britannia  business 
bv  H.  C.  Wdcox  and  others,  in  Wallingford,  Conn. 
When  the  latter  named  concern  was  removed  to 
Meriden,  Mr.  Mackay  brought  his  family  to  this 
city,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  work- 
ing in  the  die  and  mould-making  department  of 
the  Meriden  Britannia  Company.  While  still  in 
middle  life  he  died  in  1878,  and  was  buried  in  Wal- 
nut Grove  Cemetery.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  became  by  natural  development  a  Repub- 
lican. His  devoted  wife  and  widow  died  in  1880, 
and  was  also  laid  to  rest  in  Walnut  Grove  cemetery. 
In  religion  she  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  a  Christian  woman,  and  devoted  to  her 
home  and  family.  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackay  had  a 
family  of  four  children:  (i)  Daniel,  who  died  in 
Wallingford  in  1868,  and  was  buried  in  Walnut 
Grove  Cemetery,  married  Cecilia  Kissam,  and  had 
two  children,  Isabella  Robertson,  who  died  young; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  D.  A.  Toles.  of  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.;  (2)  William  Robertson;  (3)  John  Rait,  who 
died  in  Meriden  in  1901,  and  wa?  buried  in  Walnut 
Grove  Cemetery;  (4)  Catherine  B.,  of  Meriden. 
The  latter  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  a  woman  of  marked  culture  and 
social  ability. 

William  Robertson  Mackay  removed  with  his 
parents  to  New  York  City,  where  he  attended  school, 
and  later  went  to  Dorchester,  Mass.  While  still 
in  his  teens  he  came  to  Wallingford  and  worked  in 
the  Britannia  shops  until  the  breaking-out  of  the 
'Civil  war.  On  Aug.  6,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  15th  Conn.  Vol.  Infantrv,  under  Col.  Dex- 
ter R.  Wright,  and  Capt.  H.  H.  Stiles,  of  New 
Haven,  and,  as  recruiting  officer,  succeeded  in  en- 
listing fifty-nine  men.  Serving  until  his  discharge 
at  New  Haven  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  partici- 


pated in  the  various  engagements  of  his  command, 
and  was  never  sick  or  off  duty  a  day. 

Upon  resuming  a  life  of  peace,  Mr.  Mackay  lo- 
cated in  Aleriden,  where  his  parents  were  living  at 
the  time,  and  worked  for  nine  months  in  the  spin- 
ning department  of  the  Meriden  Britannia  Company. 
Being  a  man  of  resource  and  possessing  progressive 
ideas,  he  formed,  in  company  with  P.  S.  Pelton, 
Jesse  Cline,  Henry  Lewis  and  Lewis  Hall,  a  Britan- 
nia business  in  Philadelphia,  a  venture  of  short  dura- 
tion, owing  to  the  fact  that  the  climate  and  comi- 
mercial  spirit  of  Meriden  were  more  favorable  to  a. 
profitable  management  of  the  business.  When  the 
hnn  of  Parker,  Casper  &  Company  was  formed.  Mr. 
Mackay  became  interested  therein,  and  was  a  stock- 
holder and  contractor  for  three  years.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  contracting  with  the  Silver  Plating 
house  of  the  Wilcox  Company,  and  continued  with 
that  house  until  the  formation  of  the  Meriden  Silver 
Plate  Co..  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  stockholders,  and  assistant  treasurer  and  super- 
intendent for  over  thirty  years.  He  then  became 
identified  with  the  International  Silver  Company, 
and  has  since  efficiently  performed  his  numerous 
duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  management 
of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Mackay  is  a  man  noted  for  his  upright  char- 
acter. He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Meriden  Post,  No.  6,  G.  A.  R..  and  is  affiliated  with 
Meriden  Lodge,  No.  yj,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  Keystone 
Chapter,  No.  27,  R.  A.  M.,  and  St.  Elmo  Com- 
mandery.  No.  9,  K.  T.  He  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Home  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  represented  the  First  ward  in  the  city 
council,  where  he  served  on  the  Fire  and  Police 
committees. 

In  1879  Mr.  Mackay  married  in  Meriden.  Miss 
Minnie  E.  Billard,  daughter  of  the  late  John  D. 
Billard,  of  Meriden.  Mrs.  IMackay  died  in  1S80. 
and  is  buried  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery.  For  his 
second  wife  IMr.  Mackay  married  in  1883  Miss 
Matie  E.  French,  of  New  Haven,  daughter  of  the 
late  Capt.  William  French.  The  two  children  which 
have  brightened  this  home  are  William  Robertson, 
Jr.,  born  Nov.  6,  1884,  now  a  student,  and  Stanley 
F.,  born  July  20,  1888,  a  student  in  the  Grammar 
School. 

Mrs.  Mackay  is  a  woman  of  culture,  and,  like 
her  husband,  is  libera!  in  her  religious  views.  She 
is  domestic  in  her  tastes,  and  profoundly  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  her  family,  a  keen  observer  of  men 
and  events :  with  her  husband  and  others  she  has 
traveled  to  Europe,  visiting  many  places  of  interest 
in  France  and  Germany.  Mr.  Mackay  is  a  man 
deeply  interested  in  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  his 
wife  and  sons,  and  is  justly  proud  of  their  standing 
and   character. 

John  Rait  Mackay.  a  brother  of  William  Rob- 
ertson Mackay,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and 
secured   his   primary   education   in   the   schools   of 
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Jersey  City,  where  his  parents  were  living  before 
their  removal  to  Dorchester.  At  the  latter  place 
be  also  attended  school,  and  completed  his  education 
in  Wallingford.  In  1865  he  came  to  ]Meriden,  and 
for  years  held  a  position  with  the  Aleriden  Silver- 
plate  Company.  His  death  occurred  at  the  home  of 
his  brother,  William  R.,  Dec.  15,  1901,  and  he  was 
buried  in  Walnut  Grove  Cemetery.  Mr.  Mackay 
united  with  Company  I,  National  Guard,  in  1872, 
under  Capt.  Dexter  W.  Parker,  and  was  promoted 
to  corporal,  and  later  to  sergeant.  He  wa?  made 
second  lieutenant,  Jan.  11,  1876,  under  Theodore 
Byxbee,  and  served  as  a  commissioned  ofificer  until 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  February,  1878. 
In  1876,  Lieutenant  Alackay  commanded  his  com- 
pany on  the  occasion  of  its  journey  to  Philadelphia 
to  participate  in  the  Centennial  exercises  in  that 
city.  '^ 

■Mr.  Mackay  was  a  strong  Republican,  but  no 
politician.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  the  town,  and  was  noted  for  his  genial  dis- 
position and  upright  character.  He  was  one  of  the 
"best  informed  men  of  the  city,  keeping  himself 
posted  on  all  the  leading  events  of  the  day,  and  on 
most  subjects  he  was  regarded  as  authority.  He 
was  an  upright  citizen,  and  was  much  beloved  by 
those  who  knew  him  best. 

The  Frexcii  Family,  of  which  Mrs.  Mackay 
is  a  notable  representative,  are  old  settlers  of  New 
England.  David  French,  her  great-grandfather, 
"was  a  resident  of  Vermont,  and  bore  an  important 
part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  as  did  also  his 
"brother,  William,  who  was  the  first  man  to  shed  his 
life  blood  in  that  great  struggle  in  New  Hampshire, 
in  which  state  a  stone  monument  is  erected  to  his 
memory.  ' 

David  French,  son  of  David,  and  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Mackay,  was  a  resident  of  Andover,  Windsor 
Co.,  Vt.,  where  he  married,  and  became  the  honored 
«ire  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  Removing 
with  his  family  to  New  York,  he  located  at  Cox- 
sackie.  Green  county,  where  he  became  a  large  land 
•owner  and  successful  merchant,  and  died  ten  years 
after  settling  in  that  locality. 

William  French,  the  son  of  David,  and  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Mackay,  was  born  Oct.  10.  1819,  in  An- 
■dover,  Vt.,  and  was  but  three  years  old  when  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  New  York.  Left  an 
•orphan  v/hen  thirteen  years  of  age.  the  remainder 
of  his  youth  was  spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  was 
given  a  good  common  school  education.  He  was 
a  man  of  much  reading  and  wide  observation.  When 
■young,  he  became  a  steamboat  man  on  the  Hudson 
river,  working  under  his  brother-in-law.  Capt. 
Harry  Squires,  and  in  time  was  made  captain  of  a 
■schooner.  After  this  nautical  experience  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  the  m.-inufacture  of  brick 
at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  one  of  the  largest 
"kilns  in  that  section,  and  in  connection  therewith 
owned  several  schooners  and  sloops  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  his  products  to  New  York  and 


other  points.  For  many  years  he  carried  on  this 
business  very  successfully,  and  after  disposing  of 
his  brick  interests  became  engaged  in  the  coal  trade. 
From  Hudson  he  came  to  New  Haven  with  his 
family,  and  undertook  the  management  of  the  canal 
wharf  for  the  Canal  Railroad  Company,  and  was 
thus  employed  for  three  years.  He  then  began  a 
wholesale  coal  business,  which  was  carried  on  until 
1895,  when  he  retired  from  active  business.  While 
on  a  visit  to  his  daughter, -Mrs.  Mackay,  at  Meriden, 
he  died  May  24,  1898,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  his  wife  in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  at  New 
Haven. 

The  Methodist  Church  had  a  stanch  supporter 
and  helpful  member  in  Mr.  French.  Domestic  in 
his  habits,  he  was  much  devoted  to  his  wife  and 
fainily.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  but  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  united  with  its 
fortunes,  and  though  no  office  seeker,  was  always 
an  earnest  worker  in  that  organization.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  noted 
for  his  honorable  and  upright  character. 

William  French  was  married  in  Coxsackie,  N. 
Y.,  to  Lydia  A.  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  Coeymans, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Benjamin  and 
Nancy  (Hempsted)  Briggs.  The  Briggs  were  an 
old  family  in  Coxsackie,  and  the  Hempsteads 
founded  Hempstead,  Long  Island.  Mrs.  Lydia  A. 
French  died  in  New  Hr.ven,  Sept.  24,  1893,  and  was 
buried  in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  of  that  city.  She 
was  a  devout  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  a  notable  Christian  woman,  and  a  de- 
voted wife  and  mother,  whose  many  virtues  and 
graces  of  heart  and  character  are  long  remembered 
by  those  who  come  after.  She  was  the  mother  of 
six  children:  (i)  William  F.,  of  New  Haven;  (2) 
George,  who  died  young;  (3)  Anna,  deceased;  (4) 
Charles  I.,  of  New  Haven,  who  has  three  children, 
Donald,  Walter  and  Charles  I.,  Jr.;  (5)  Matie  E., 
who  married  William  Robertson  Mackay:  and  (6) 
Grace,  who  married  E.  Z.  Dow,  of  New  Haven,  and 
is  the  mother  of  three  children,  William  French, 
Arthur  Kimball  and  Gardner. 

HENRY  GLEASON  NEWTON,  residing  in 
New  Haven,  where  he  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Newton,  Church  &  Hewitt,  was  bom  in 
Durham,  Conn.,  June  5,  1843.  He  is  of  Colonial 
descent,  numbering  among  his  ancestors  Roger 
Newton,  first  minister  of  Farmington,  Conn.,  and 
second  minister  of  Milford,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  first  minister  of  Hartford.  Conn.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Colonial  Wars  and  Sons  of 
the  American  Revokition. 

In  1861  Mr.  Newton  entered  Wesleyan  L'ni- 
versitv,  [Nliddletown.  and  was  obliged  by  ill  health 
to  abandon  his  studies ;  in  1863  he  entered  again, 
and  a  second  time  his  health  failed  him,  but  he 
succeeded  eventually  in  completing  the  course, 
graduating  in  1870,  and  ranking  third  in  his  class; 
he  made  a  specialty  of  mathematics.     He  then  en- 
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tered  Yale  Law  School,  and  by  diligent  study  com- 
pleted the  course  there  in  1872,  winning  the  prizes 
for  essays  in  civil  and  common  law.  The  same  year 
he  vvas  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  in  New  Haven, 
entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
in  which  he  has  taken  high  rank.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
and  in  1885  was  a  representative  in  the  General 
Assembly  from  Durham,  and  became  House  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  committee.  The  following 
term  he  was  declared  elected,  but  a  miscount  being 
claimed,  Air.  Newton,  as  attorney  for  his  opponent, 
contested  his  own  election  and  succeeded  in  unseat- 
ing himself.  In  1895  he  again  became  a  representa- 
tive in  tlie  General  Assembly,  this  time,  however, 
from  New  Haven.  During  this  term  he  drew  sev- 
eral important  laws,  as  well  as' a  revision  of  the 
Constitution  recommended  by  the  House.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  serving  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  is  referee  in  Bankruptcy  for 
New  Haven  county.  He  is  also  a  director  in  and 
attorney  for  the  Yale  National  Bank.  He  is  the 
author  of  the  work  on  Probate  Law  in  the  Con- 
necticut Civil  Officer :  article  on  the  Bankrupt  Law 
of  1898  in  Encyclopedia  Britannica ;  article  on  the 
Blue  Laws  of  New  Haven  in  the  New  Haven  His- 
torical Society ;  and  the  History  of  Durham  in 
History  of  Middlesex  county. 

In  1885  Mr.  Newton  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Allen  Baldwin,  of  Cromwell,  Con- 
necticut. 

HON.  JOHN  P.  STUDLEY,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  of  New 
Haven,  is  a  representative  of  a  family  that  has  long 
lived  in  New  England. 

Bom  May  15,  1846,  in  the  town  of  Sharon, 
Conn.,  Judge  Studley  is  a  descendant  in  direct  line 
from  Benoni  Studley,  who  lived  in  Sandwich.  Alass., 
and  was  in  that  part  of  Scituate  now  called  Han- 
over, in  1702,  in  which  year  his  house  was  built  in 
Hanover  street.  In  1701  he  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  John  Stetson,  of  Scituate.  He  died 
suddenly  in  1746. 

The  name  Studley  is  an  old  English  one,  found 
in  the  County  of  Kent,  and  also  in  Yorkshire.  Sav- 
age in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary,  in  referring  to 
Benoni  Studley,  says  that  perhaps  he  was  a  son  of 
John,  who  was  a  son  of  John  Studley.  of  Boston, 
who  had  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  a  son  John,  born  in 
1659.  This  John  and  Elizabeth  were  in  Boston  in 
1659. 

From  Benoni  Studley  of  Sandwich,  Mass..  Judge 
Studley's  line  is  through  his  son,  Joshua,  who  was 
born  in  1707,  and  married  in  1735  Lydia  Pratt. 
Joshua  died  in  1759  or  1760,  and  his  wife  in  1759- 

Joshua  Studley  (2),  son  of  Joshua,  the  next  in 
line,  born  in  1742,  married  Ruth  Allen,  and  in  1771 
settled  in  the  town  of  Sharon,  Conn.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  a  man  of  successful  enter- 
prise. 


Ichabod  Studley,  son  of  Joshua  {2),  was  the 
father  of  children  as  follows:  Joshua,  Gideon  A, 
Enoch  and  Calvin. 

John  P.  Studley,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  in  his  early  boyhood  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ansonia,  and  from  the  town  of  Derby,  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  enlisted  Aug.  4,  1862,  in 
Company  B,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  the  fortunes  of  which 
he  shared  and  in  which  he  bore  an  honorable  record 
for  three  years,  being  mustered  out  with  his  com- 
pany June  13,  1865.  The  20th  saw  much  active 
service  from  start  to  finish.  For  a  period  in  its 
early  history  it  formed  a  part  of  the  12th  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Hooker,  and  was 
engaged  at  Chancellorsville  May  i,  2  and  3,  1863, 
losing  some  eighty-five  in  killed  and  wounded,  and 
as  many  more  in  prisoners.  The  regiment  was 
among  the  first  to  arrive  at  Gettysburg,  under  Gen. 
Meade,  where  for  a  time  it  was  on  the  defensive, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  other  troops.  The  12th 
Corps  occupied  a  position  at  the  extreme  right  of 
the  line  at  Gulp's  Hill,  pitted  against  Ewell's  Corps 
(formerly  Stonewall  Jackson's),  aixd  after  seven 
hours,  fighting,  drove  the  enemy  back  with  great 
loss.  The  following  fall  the  regiment,  with  the 
1 2th  Corps,  joined  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at 
Chattanooga,  and  on  Jan.  20,  1864,  were  engaged  at 
Tracy  City,  Tenn.  In  April,  1S64,  the  nth  and 
I2th  Corps  became  the  20th,  and  in  this  corps  the- 
20th  regiment  thereafter  remained.  The  regiment 
was  in  action  at  Boyd's  Trail,  Tenn.,  May  9,  1864, 
and  bore  an  honorable  part  at  Resaca,  Ga.,  May 
15,  1864;  Cassville,  Ga.,  May  igj  and  at  Pumpkin 
Vine  Creek.  The  20th  also  took  an  active  part  in. 
all  the  marches  and  skirmishes  and  battles  for  the 
two  months  following,  the  regiment  doing  proudly 
at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20,  1864,  by 
a  gallant  charge  which  drove  the  enemy-  back  from 
the  field,  and  capturing  prisoners  and  arms.  Again,, 
the  20th  regiment  was  the  first  to  enter  the  city 
after  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  from  July  21  to  August 
7,  1864.  It  was  afterward  engaged  at  Silver  Run, 
N.  C,  March  15,  1865,  then  at  Bentonville,  on 
March  19,  losing  thirty-six  enlisted  men.  The  regi- 
ment was  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  in  the  fight  of  April  13, 
and  thence  started  homeward  by  land,  passing 
through  Richmond,  Va.,  May  11,  and  on  the  20th. 
reaching  Washington,  where  it  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review.     It  was  mustered  out  June  13.  1865. 

On  the  close  of  the  war  our  subject  began  anew 
his  school  days,  entering  Phillips  Academy,  at  An- 
dover.  Mass.,  taking  the  college  preparatory  course, 
and  graduating  in  1S68.  The  same  year  he  entered 
Yale  College,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two- 
years,  then  temporarily  accepted  a  position  in  the 
Navy  Department  at  Washington.  He  held  this 
appointment  nearly  three  years,  resigned  and  re- 
turned to  New  Haven,  entering  Yale  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  After  his 
graduation  he  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  New  Haven,  began  the  practice  of  law  in  the 
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office  of  the  late  Hon.  George  H.  Watrous,  and  was 
.soon,  owing  to  his  energy,  habits  and  perseverance, 
on  the  road  to  usefulness  as  a  citizen  and  success 
in  his  profession.  Fpr  the  past  twenty  years  the 
former  soldier  boy  has  occupied  a  prominent  place 
in  the  citizenship  of  his  adopted  city,  and  has  filled 
z.  number  of  positions  of  honor,  trujt  and  responsi- 
bility, and,  to  his  credit  be  it  said,  the  duties  of 
each  have  been  most  efficiently  and  ably  performed. 
In  1878  he  was  elected  to  the  common  council  of 
the  city  and  served  therein  two  years,  the  last  year 
as  its  president.  In  1880  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  served  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  In  1881  he  was  elected  by  the  State 
Legislature  as  Assistant  Judge  of  the  New  Have 
City  Court,  and  in  January,  1883,  he  was  made 
Judge  of  the  same  court,  his  term  of  office  expiring 
in  March,  1895.  Two  years  later  he  was  elevated 
to  the  Judgeship  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
New  Haven  County,  a  position  he  has  since  held. 
He  has  also  held  by  appointment  the  office  of  as- 
sistant city  attorney. 

Socially  Judge  Studley  is  prominent  in  the 
iCnights  of  Honor.  He  was  initiated  into  Roger 
Sherman  Lodge,  No.  323,  at  New  Haven,  Feb.  26, 
1878,  and  has  since  served  the  lodge  in  various 
■official  capacities.  In  1880  he  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  Grand  Lodge.  In  1881  he  was  elected 
■Grand  Vice  Dictator,  and  in  May,  1883,  he  was 
j)romoted  to  the  Grand  Dictatorship  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

FREDERIC  SPRING,  M.  D.,  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Spring  &  Bull, 
prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Naugatuck, 
Conn.  The  talent  and  culture  of  these  gentlemen 
liave  gained  them  an  honorable  position  in  the  med- 
ical profession,  and  they  enjoy  an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Spring  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April 
35,  1858,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  of  English  de- 
scent, though  the  family  was  founded  in  this  country 
in  the  early  colonial  days.  His  great-grandfather, 
Rev.  Samuel  Spring,  pastor  of  a  church  at  New- 
"buryport,  Mass.,  was  a  Revolutionary  chaplain,  and 
went  with  Benedict  Arnold  to  Quebec.  The  grand- 
father, Rev.  Gardinar  Spring,  was  born  in  New- 
"buryport,  Mass.,  and  for  over  half  a  century  was 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  the  corner 
•of  Thirty-seventh  street  and  Fifth  avenue.  New 
York  City.  A  part  of  this  time  he  also  preached 
down  town  where  the  Times  building  now  stands. 
He  married  Susan  Barney,  of  New  Haven.  Conn., 
a  daughter  of  Hannibal  and  Phoebe  (Wolcott) 
Barney  and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Wolcott  of  this 
State.  She  was  born  Sept.  i,  1781,  and  died  Aug. 
7,  i860.  Lucius  L.  Spring,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  youngest  in  their  family  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  were  lawyers,  one  a  doctor  and 
some  merchants.     Nearly  all  settled  in  New  York. 

Lucius  L.  Spring  is  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
and  there  he  has  made  his  home  throughout  life. 


For  many  years  he  was  a  manufacturer  of  railroad 
iron,  such  as  rails,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life, 
having  acquired  a  comfortable  competence  which 
enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares.  He 
married  Miss  Martha  C.  Parson,  who  was  born  in 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  an  editor.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  namely :  Louis,  deceased ;  Mary  E., 
also  deceased;  Frederic,  our  subject;  Gardinar,  a 
physician  of  White  HavSn,  Md. ;  Edward  Walton, 
auditor  of  the  Erie  railroad ;  Cleveland  Winslow, 
deceased  ;  Samuel ;  Charles,  deceased  ;  and  Lillian, 
wife  of  Howard  L.  Isbell,  of  Naugatuck.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  the  father  is  a  Republican. 

Dr.  Spring  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  New 
York,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard  prep- 
aratory school.     For  a  few  years  thereafter  he  en- 
gaged in  business,  and  then  entered  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  completed  his 
medical  course  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1884.     He  next  made  a  special  study  of  the  diseases 
of  Women  and  Children,  and  in  1886  came  to  Nau- 
gatuck, where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.     He  is  now 
j  associated  with  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Bull,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Spring  &  Bull,  and  they  have  a  fine  resi- 
I  dence  and  office  in  Naugatuck.     Constant  study  and 
:  close  application  to  the  details  of  their  profession 
I  have  won  for  them  a  prominent  place  in  the  medical 
I  fraternity. 

On  Sept.  15,  1879,  Dr.  Spring  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Isabel  Brockway,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  daughter  of  Oscar  F.  Brockway. 
They  now  have  three  children :  Gardinar,  Eliza- 
beth Paton  and  Natalia.  The  Doctor  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
he  also  belongs  to  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  the  Knights  of  Pythias :  and  the  Nauga- 
tuck, New  Haven  county  and  State  Medical  So- 
cieties. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

WALTER  WHITTLESEY  BRONSON  is  the 
son  of  William  Clark  Bronson,  and  grandson  of  Ira 
Virgil  Bronson,  M.  D.,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Washington,  Con- 
necticut. 

The  Bronson  family  in  Connecticut  begins  its 
American  history  with  John  and  Richard  Bron- 
son (Brownson  or  Brunson).  the  former  of  whom 
was  early  in  Hartford,  and  is  believed  to  have  been 
one  of  the  company  which  came  in  1636  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Hooker,  of  whose  church  he  was  a  member. 
During  the  Pequot  war  he  served  as  a  soldier.  He 
was  an  original  proprietor  of  Hartford,  "by  cour- 
tesie  of  the  town,"  in  1639.  About  1641  he  removed 
to  Tunxis,  now  Farmington,  and  was  deputy  from 
Farmington  to  the  General  Court  in  1651.  His  ad- 
mission to  the  Farmington  Church  is  recorded  Oct. 
13,  1652.  and  his  death  occurred  in  1680.  John 
Bronson  had  the  following  children:     Jacob,  John, 
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Isaac,  Abraham,  Mary,  Dorcas  and  Sarah.  Of 
these  (l)  Jacob,  born  in  1641,  lived  in  Kensington 
Society,  Farniington,  where  he  died  in  1708.  His  | 
children  were :  Samuel ;  Jacob,  of  Kensington ;  ; 
Roger,  of  New  Milford  ;  Isaac,  of  Lyme  ;  Elizabeth  ;  t 
and  Rebecca.  (2)  John  (2),  is  mentioned  below.  ' 
(3)  Isaac  was  born  in  1645.  (4)  Abranam,  bap-  1 
tized  in  1647,  removed  to  Lyme. 

Richard  Bronson,  supposed  to  have  been  at  Hart- 
ford  with   his   brother   John,    removed    in    1653    to  j 
Farmington,  where  he  united  with  the  local  church  j 
the  following  year.     His  wife  was  a  sister  of  the 
wife  of   William'  Pantry,  of   Hartford.     When   he   | 
died,  in  1687,  he  had  a  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  j 
had  been  the  widow  of  George  Orvis,  of  Farming-  | 
ton,  and,  still  earlier,  of  David  Carpenter.     She  died  I 
in  1694.     Richard  Bronson  had  the  following  chil- 
dren:    Abigail,  born  about  1643;  John,  born  about 
1645;  and  Mary,  baptized  Feb.  12,  1658  (Farming- 
ton  records). 

John  Bronson  (2),  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
1644,  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Waterbury. 
His  children  were:  John,  of  Southington ;  Eben- 
ezer,  of  Woodbury;  William,  of  Farmington;  and 
Moses,  who  married  in  1712,  and  had  a  son,  Moses, 
born   in    1736. 

Cothren,  in  his  "History  of  Ancient  Woodbury," 
1854,  says:  "Moses  Bronson,  probably  a  de- 
scendant of  John,  of  Farmington,  removed  from 
Berlin,  Conn.,  to  Hillsdale,  N.  Y. ;  had  a  son 
Ephraim,  who  married  Bertha  Virgil,  of  Hillsdale, 
and  had  fourteen  children,"  giving  Ira  V.,  as  the 
fourth  child.  According  to  Hinman's  "Puritan 
Settlers  of  Connecticut,"  Moses  Bronson  moved  to 
Hillsdale,  N.  Y.,  about  1755,  his  son  Ephraim  at 
that  time  being  a  child  of  about  ten  years  of  age. 

Ephraim  Bronson  reared  his  family  in  Hillsdale, 
Kinderhook,  or  in  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  in  which  places  the 
family  resided  at  different  times.  They  settled  last 
in  Groton,  N.  Y.,  where  Ephraim  died. 

Ira  Virgil  Bronson,  M.  D.,  noted  in  a  preced- 
ing paragraph,  was  bom  Oct.  18,  1778.  in  New 
York,  and  went,  while  still  young,  to  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  where  he  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Everett. 
In  1804  he  removed  to  Washington,  Conn.,  where  he 
settled  and  practiced  medicine.  Dr.  Bronson  mar- 
ried Sarah  Ann  ^vloseley,  daughter  of  Capt.  Abner 
Moseley,  and  granddaughter  of  Increase  Moseiey, 
who  was  born  in  1738,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Safety  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Dr.  Bronson  was  a  Whig  and  a  Congrega- 
tionalist. 

William  Clark  Bronson  spent  his  early  years  in 
Washington,  Conn.,  and  married  Lucy  Ann,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Whittlesey.  In  his  earh'  manhood 
Mr.  Bronson  taught  school  for  a  time,  but  his  vo- 
cation was  farming.  His  death  occurred  in  Wash- 
ington. To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  born: 
(l)  Martha  Augusta,  who  married  Henry  S.  Xettle- 
ton;    (2)    Mary    Ann,    who   married    Edward    W'. 


Fenn;   (3)    Walter  Whittlesey;  and    (4)    Harriet, 
who  died  young. 

Mrs.  William  C.  Bronson  traced  her  descent 
from  (Ij  John  Whittlesey,  a  native  of  Cambridge- 
shire, England,  who  came  to  Xew  England  with 
the  Lords  Say  and  Seal  Company  in  1O35.  ^^r. 
Whittlesey  was  married  there  June  20,  1664,  to  Ruth 
Dudley.  He  held  a  number  of  town  offices,  being 
a  number  of  times  elected  representative  to  the 
General  Court  between  1644  and  1703.  He  died 
April   15,    1704. 

(II)  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  born  July  24,  1679, 
married  Dec.  i,  1702,  Mary  Pratt,  and  in  1707,  they 
moved  to  Newington,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.     He  died  Sept.  4,  1757. 

(III)  Eliphalet  Whittlesey  (2),  born  May  10, 
1714,  married  (tirstj  Dec.  16,  1736,  Dorothy  Kel- 
logg, and  in  1761  removed  with  his  family  to  Wash- 
ington, Conn.  Mr.  Whittlesey  was  a  prosperous 
farmer,  a  pillar  in  the  church,  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived,  and  an  energetic 
soldier  and  officer  in  the  Colonial  wars,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  and  important  part.  He  died  July 
17,   1786. 

(IV)  Martin  Whittlesey,  born  Oct.  5,  1737,  mar- 
ried Nov.  27,  1760,  Sarah  Deming.  He  was  a 
farmer  of  Newington  and  Washington.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  became 
a  United  States  pensioner  for  the  loss  of  his  health 
incurred  in  the  service.    He  died  Mav  29,  1800. 

(V)  Joseph  Whittlesey,  born  ^larch  20,  1764, 
married  Oct.  6,  1785,  Mary  (Polly)  Camp.  He 
was  a  captain  in  the  State  Militia,  and  served  a 
number  of  times  as  a  representative  in  the  State 
Assembly.     He  died  March  8,  1838. 

(VI)  Charles  Whittlesey,  father  of  Mrs.  Bron- 
son, born  Oct.  5,  1793,  married  (first)  Oct.  i,  1816, 
Mary  Ann  Camp.  He  was  a  farmer  in  New  Pres- 
ton, Conn.,  and  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  from 
1826  to  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  6,  1S55. 

Walter  W.  Bronson  was  bom  Feb.  18.  1848,  in 
Washington,  Conn.,  and  there  spent  his  early  days. 
In  1865  he  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute, Suffield,  and  for  several  years  thereafter 
taught  winter  school,  working  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer  season.  When  he  became  of  age  he  se- 
cured a  clerkship  in  a  general  store  at  Washington, 
which  he  held  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old. 
In  1872  Mr.  Bronson  came  to  New  Haven  to  enter 
the  store  of  Robert  Barnes  Bradley,  and  remained 
with  him  and  his  successors  until  the  organization  of 
The  Bronson  &  Townsend  Co.,  in  December.  iSoS. 
His  home  was  in  Washington  until  1880,  when  he 
removed  to  W^aterbury,  three  years  later  returning 
to  his  Washington  home,  where  he  remained  until 
1896,  in  which  year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
Haven. 

Mr.  Bronson  was  married  in  Washington,  Conn., 
Oct.  4,  1877,  to  Helen  M.,  daughter  of  Seth  S. 
Logan,  a  farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  that  com- 
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munity.  Mr.  Logan  was  an  old-time  Democrat, 
and  at  one  time  held  the  office  of  State  Comptroller. 
Walter  S.  Logan,  at  one  time  the  president  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association,  is  a  brother  of 
Mrs.  Bronson.  To  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  have 
been  born  three  children :  ( i  J  Howard  Logan, 
Yale,  1900,  is  now  an  instructor  in  Yale,  as  an  as- 
sistant to  Professor  Wright.  (2)  Clarence  Whit- 
tlesey, Yale,  1900,  is  now  a  law  student  at  his  alma 
mater.  (3)  Lewis  Hollister,  Yale,  1901,  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Bronson  &  Townsend  Co.  Walter 
W.  Bronson  belongs  to  the  Young  Alen's  Repub- 
lican Club  of  New  Haven,  and  in  religious  connec- 
tion is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

WILLIAM  DWIGHT  PARKER,  original  in- 
ventor of  self-playing  instruments,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Meriden  fourteen  years,  and  during  that 
time  has  been  a  valued  worker  in  the  staff  of  the 
Wilcox  &  White  Company.  His  family  is  a  very 
old  one  in  New  England,  having  been  established 
here  as  early  as  1630.  His  father,  Charles  A.  Park- 
er, was  a  native  of  Princeton,  Alass.,  a  carpenter  and 
owner  of  a  saw  mill,  and  was  possessed  of  con- 
siderable mechanical  genius,  which  seems  to  have 
been  inherent  in  the  family.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Princeton,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years, 
was  caused  by  cancer  of  the  stomach.  He  was  an 
old-line  Whig  and  a  member  of  die  Congregational 
Church.  His  wife,  Sylvia  A.  Moore,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  Princeton,  was  a  descendant  of  an  old 
colonial  family,  and  died  while  visiting  a  daughter 
at  Plainfield,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Parker,  who  is  buried  in 
Princeton,  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Lucy,  Sarah,  George,  William  D.,  !Mary,  Ella 
and  Emma  F.  The  fifth  and  sixth  both  died  in 
childhood,  while  the  first  married  Thomas  R.  Howe, 
and  the  second,  ]\Iilton  Howe,  both  of  Princeton. 
George  resides  in  Champaign,  111.,  and  Emma  F.  is 
the  widow  of  George  Bartlett,  of  Princeton,  ]\Iass. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  very  little  op- 
portunity to  attend  school,  but  has  broadened  his 
mind  and  developed  his  character  by  private  re- 
search and  discriminating  obser^'ation.  He  was  ear- 
ly introduced  to  wearisome  toil,  and  after  working 
in  his  father's  saw  mill  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  had  qualified  to  contract  for  the  construction 
of  a  house.  This  early  evidence  of  ambition,  en- 
ergy and  ability  is  still  standing,  a  monument  of 
which  he  is  justly  proud.  For  some  time  he  was 
employed  in  the  operation  of  woodworking  machin- 
ery at  Worcester,  Mass.,  being  first  in  the  service 
of  Howe  &  Chase,  and  later  with  die  Bradley  Car 
Company. 

Before  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Parker  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  his  countr\-  for  volunteers  to 
preserve  its  integrity,  enlisting  Aug.  15,  1864,  in 
Co.  F,  First  Battery  of  Mass.  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
served  until  his  discharge  at  Fort  Warren,  in  1865, 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle.  In  1865  he  returned  to 
Worcester  and  worked  as  a  carpenter  for  a  short 
time,  subsequently  spending  four  years  in  the  shops 


of  Taylor  &  Farley,  organ  manufacturers,  and  eight 
years  with  the  Loren  &  Blake  Organ  Company,, 
of  Worcester,  being  superintendent  of  its  plant  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years-.  His  mind  was  not  idle 
during  this  time,  but  was  ever  studying  the  mechan- 
ism of  musical  instruments,  with  a  view  to  design- 
ing improvements.  Many  ideas  now  in  universal 
use  are  due  to  his  constant  study.  After  leaving 
Loren  &  Blake  Organ  Company  2\Ir.  Parker  became 
a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Tabor  Organ 
Company,  of  Worcester,  and  was  superintendent  of 
its  factory  for  five  years.  Believing  in  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  West,  he  was  induced  to^sell  his  stock 
and  invest  in  the  Kansas  Organ  Company,  of  Leav- 
enworth, Kas.,  in  which  city  he  resided  one  year. 
Not  satisfied  with  his  western  environment,  he  sold 
out  his  interests  there  and  returned  to  Worcester, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  inventor  and  perfector  by 
the  Monroe  Organ  Reed  Company,  manufacturers 
of  automatic  instruments. 

Mr.  Parker  became  a  resident  of  Meriden  in 
1888,  and  has  since  continuously  served  the  interests 
of  the  Wilcox  &  White  Company,  makers  of  the 
celebrated  "Angelus" — an  automatic  organ-player, 
and  other  automatic  instruments.  His  skill  and 
faithfulness  are  well-known,  and  he  fills  a  re- 
sponsible and  lucrative  position  in  the  musical  world 
of  Meriden — no  circumscribed  circle  among  the  in- 
dustries of  the  "Silver  City."  Though  he  does  not 
enjoy  all  the  emoluments  arising  from  their  manu- 
facture, the  ideas  involved  in  the  valuable  products 
of  this  factory  are  largely  due  to  the  genius  and 
indefatigable  eft'ort  of  j\Ir.  Parker. 

On  Christmas  day.  1866,  William  D.  Parker  mar- 
ried in  Worcester,  Mass..  Miss  ^Margaret  Colwell 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  a  daughter 
of  Morton  Smith,  of  that  city.  Only  one  of  the 
three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  is  living, 
namely :  Herbert.  Two  daughters  died  in  child- 
hood. Air.  Parker  is  a  member  of  Atherton  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Worcester,  is  a  Republican  in 
political  principle,  and  is  independent  in  religious 
thought.  Though  he  does  not  affiliate  with  any 
established  Church  organization,  he  is  respected  as 
an  honest  man  and  good  citizen.  The  Golden  Rule 
supplies  his  moral  code,  and  in  the  game  of  life 
he  endeavors  to  "play  fair," 

WILLIAM  A.  CLARK  was  born  in  Seymour, 
Dec.  25,  1810,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1879.  He  was  en- 
dowed with  inventive  genius  of  a  high  order,  and  his 
justlv  celebrated  expansive  bit,  which  he  invented 
and  manufactured  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  inven- 
tions in  the  tool  line  that  has  ever  been  perfected  in 
this  country.  His  large  factory  in  W  estville,  which 
was  built  in  1S70,  was  a  model  of  its  kind.  He 
conducted  this  establishment  until  his  death,  turning 
out  small  hardware,  bits,  hollow  augers,  etc.  It  is 
also  claimed  that  Mr.  Clark  invented  friction  match- 
es, previous  to  1S35,  ^"d  before  his  location  in  West- 
ville  he  manufactured  them  in  Woodbridge,  finally 
turning  that  business  over  to  his  son,  Frank  E.    He 
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cnii>loyccl  about  fifteen  hands  in  the  factory,  and 
seventy-five  hands  in  niakinc;  the  boxes,  mostly 
women  and  children  in  their  own  homes,  and  turned 
out  twenty  thousand  gro-s  per  year,  using  sixty 
thousand  feet  of  lumber.  The  work  was  done 
niostlv  by  hand.  However,  ^Ir.  Clark's  skill  was 
not  confined  wholly  to  invention  and  manufacturing. 
lie  was  an  up-to-date  farmer,  his  skill  in  husbandry 
being  unsurpassed  in  his  locality.  ^ 

On  June  10,  1841,  Mr.  Clark  married  Emily 
Dibble,  a  native  of  Woodbridge,  and  daughter  of 
John  Dibble,  who  was  born  in  Woodbridge.  where 
he  followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  married  Bet- 
sey Hine,  who  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  a  daughter 
of  Moses  Hine  and  granddaughter  of  Stephen  Hine. 
Philo  F.  Dibble,  the  father  of  John  Dibble,  was  born 
in  Woodbridge,  and  his  father,  John  Dibble,  who 
graduated  from  Yale,  came  from  Danbury,  Conn. 
After  their  marriage  William  A.  and  Emily  (Dib- 
ble) Clark  settled  in  the  town  of  Woodbridge, 
they  were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Will- 
iam Eugene,  Theodore  Dibble,  Frank  Emerson 
and  Jessie  A.  (Mrs.  Xewton).  William  Eugene 
died  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  old ;  Theodore 
Dibble  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years ;  Frank 
E.  lives  in  California.  Mrs.  Clark,  the  mother,  is 
still  living.  Jonathan  Clark,  the  father  of  William 
A.,  was  a  farmer  in  Woodbridge.  He  married 
Amelia  Osborn,  and  had  two  sons,  Elizur  and  Will- 
iam A.  George  Clark,  the  father  of  Jonathan,  was 
the  fifth  in  descent  from  George  Clark,  the  settler, 
who  located  in  Milford  in  1639. 

JAMES  DWIGHT  DAXA,  Scientific  Explorer, 
Mineralogist,  Geologist.  Zoologist,  Professor  in 
Yale  University.  We  quote  freely  from  the  open- 
ing chapter  of  the  life  of  James  Dwight  Dana,  by 
President  D.  C.  Gilman : 

"The  life  of  Prof.  James  Dwight  Dana  is  the 
life  of  a  distinguished  naturalist,  successively  an  ex- 
plorer, an  investigator,  a  writer,  an  editor  and  a 
teacher.  His  versatility  is  as  noteworthy  as  his 
longevity.  Gifted  with  uncommon  powers  cf  ob- 
servation, memory,  comparison  and  reasoning,  he 
devoted  them  to  the  science  of  mineralogy,  geologv 
and  zoology.  He  had  the  advantage  of  a  favorable 
environment  in  his,  youth — at  home,  at  school  and  at 
college.  Rare  opportunities  were  subsequently  en- 
joyed for  seeing  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the 
globe — a  visit  to  the  Mediterranean  sea ;  a  voyage 
around  the  world,  with  prolonged  stay  among  the 
South  Sea  Islands ;  a  summer  in  Switzerland :  and 
a  journey,  later  in  life,  across  the  American  conti- 
nent, and  beyond  it  to  the  Hawaiian  islands.  Long 
periods  of  quiet  study  and  reflection  intervened. 
Close  relations  with  the  most  distinguished  investi- 
gators in  this  country  and  abroad  (principally  by 
correspondence),  and  the  prompt  reception  of  their 
latest  publications  and  their  communications  to  the 
journal  of  which  he  was  an  editor,  gave  him  early 
information  of  the  progress  of  science  and  quickened 


in  him  the  spirit  of  research.  The  duties  of  an  in- 
structor, never  burdensome,  kept  him  in  touch  with 
youth.  During  the  latter  half  of  his  life  he  sufifered 
from  continuous  ill  health,  but  by  calmness  of  mind 
and  economy  of  energy,  by  extraordinary  concentra- 
tion while  he  was  at  work,  and  by  habits  of  complete 
repose  at  stated  intervals,  he  accomplished  far  more 
than  ordinary  men  who  have  no  sense  of  mental 
weariness  and  no  bodily  ailment.  With  self-imposed 
restrictions,  supported  by  the  cheerfulness  and  se- 
renity of  his  wife  and  children,  he  continued  to  work 
until  the  very  last  hours  of  his  life,  which  extended 
two  years  beyond  four-score.  Death  came  to  him 
with  a  gentle  summons  after  he  had  been  crowned 
with  abundant  honors,  and  after  his  contribution  to 
science  had  given  him  the  foremost  rank  among 
his  scientific  countrymen  and  an  honorable  place 
among  illustrious  naturalists  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

"Mr.  Dana's  life,  in  the  main,  is  one  of  tranquiTity. 
Its  chief  interest  consists  in  the  unfolding  of  a  mind 
of  rare  abilities,  and  in  the  progress  of  his  -cientific 
work.  Yet  during  his  long  career  there  were  inci- 
dents of  more  or  less  e.xciting  nature,  such  as  the 
perils  of  the  sea,  including  shipwreck ;  the  observa- 
tion of  life  among  cannibals ;  the  ascent  of  lofty 
■mountains ;  the  pleasures  of  discovery  in  unknown 
regions ;  the  interchange  of  ideas  with  the  leaders 
of  contemporary  thought ;  the  controversies  of  sci- 
ence and  religion,  and  the  earnest  discussions  inci- 
dent to  the  advancement  of  knowledge.  The  re- 
organization of  a  university,  the  building  up  of  a 
school  of  science,  the  establishment  of  a  museum 
of  natural  history,  the  conduct  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Science,  the  maintenance  of  correspond- 
ence with  investigators  from  Berzelius  to  Darwin, 
and  the  inspiration  of  successive  generations  of 
young  students  are  among  the  services  of  his  life. 
Five  great  works,  several  smaller  volumes,  and 
numerous  minor  publications  are  enduring  illustra- 
tions  of   his  ability. 

"Problems  of  world-wide  interest  engaged  Ms 
attention.  Opportunities  such  as  will  never  come 
again  were  opened  to  him  in  the  exploration  of  the 
Pacific  ocean.  Moreover,  he  lived  in  a  period  when 
scientific  inquiry  was  more  varied,  comprehensive 
and  exact  than  it  ever  was  before  in  the  progress 
of  mankind :  when  new  fields  invited  students : 
when  new  instruments  of  research  were  at  his  com- 
mand :  and  large  outlays  for  the  advancement  of 
science  were  made  by  institutions  and  governments. 
The  great  principle  of  evolution  was  announced 
and  developed  during  this  p>eriod.  and  Dana's  cor- 
respondence on  this  and  kindred  subjects,  with 
Darwin,  Grav.  .\gassiz  and  Guyot,  and  his  success- 
ive papers,  bearing  more  or  less  on  this  subject. 
are  of  significance  in  the  history  of  the  acceptance 
of  that  doctrine. 

"James  Dwight  Dana  was  born  Feb.  12.  18:3.  in 
Utica,  Oneida  Co.,  X.  Y..  the  eldest  of  ten  children 
of  James  and  Harriet   (Dwight)   Dana,  who  were 
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married  in  1812,  she  a  daughter  of  Seth  Dwight, 
of  WiUiamsbiirg,  Mass.  ^Ir.  Dana's  forefathers 
had  lived  in  Massachusetts  for  several  generations. 
He  removed  to  Utica  soon  after  his  marriage,  and 
died  there  in  August,  i860. 

"The  parents  of  James  Dwight  Dana  were  alike 
characterized  by  thrift,  integrity  and  good  sense. 
Both  of  them  were  of  strong  religious  convictions, 
based  upon  the  modern  Calvir.istic  doctrines  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  they  belonged. 
Everything  in  his  home  life  at  Utica  was  wholesome 
and  invigorating." 

Prof.  Dana  attended  the  Utica  high  school  after 
his  fourteenth  year,  from  which  school  he  went  to 
Yale  College,  in  1830,  attracted,  as  he  afterward 
said,  by  the  reputation  of  Prof.  Benjamin  Silliman. 
who  was  then  at  the  height  of  his  reputation  as  a 
teacher,  lecturer  and  editor,  and  under  whose  guid- 
ance many  of  the  leaders  in  American  science  re- 
ceived their  erliest  training.  He  began  his  new- 
life  at  the  beginning  of  the  Sophomore  year,  and 
graduated,  B.  A.,  in  1833.  In  his  Senior  year  he 
offered  himself  for  the  position  of  teacher  of  the 
midshipmen  in  the  United  States  Xavy.  This  ap- 
pointment he  received,  and  in  this  capacitv  he 
visited  the  ports:  of  France,  Italy,  Greece  and  1 
Turkey  while  on  the  "Delaware"  and  the  "United 
States."  From  1836  to  1838  he  was  assistant  in 
chemistry  to  Prof.  Silliman.  In  December,  1836,  he 
was  appointed  mineralogist  and  geologist  of  the 
United  States  exploring  expedition  then  about  to  be 
sent  out  by  the  United  States  government  to  the  ; 
Southern  and  Pacific  oceans  under  the  command  of  i 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes.  The  expedition  sailed  in  , 
August,  1838.  Mr.  Dana  was  on  the  "Peacock" 
until  it  was  wrecked  on  a  sand-bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  river.  July  18.  1841.  With  this  ex- 
pedition he  was  absent  from  the  United  States  three 
years,  returning  in  the  summer  of  1842,  making 
his  residence  at  Washington  from  1842  to  1844. 
Relations  were  quickly  established  with  the  fore- 
most naturalists  in  America  and  Europe.  For  more 
than  a  decade  his  absorbing  duties  consisted  in  the 
preparation  of  three  voluminous  reports  entrusted 
to  him.  Besides  mineralogy  and  geology,  he  had 
under  his  supervision  the  zoological  department,  in- 
cluding the  Crustacea  and  corals.  Mr.  Dana  had 
been  first  appointed  in  the  field  of  geolog}',  and  his 
observations  and  deductions  are  given  in  a  large  , 
quarto  valume  of  756  pages,  with  a  folio  atlas  of 
21  plates  (1849).  Later,  however,  in  part  because 
of  the  return  of  one  of  his  colleagues  to  the  United 
States,  he  assumed  charge  of  the  Crustacea  and 
zoophytes.  These  combined  departments  gave  full 
scope  to  his  zeal  and  industry.  The  result  of  his  ' 
work  in  this  departments  of  zoology  include  a  Re-  i 
port  on  Zoophytes,  a  quarto  volume  of  741  pa^es, 
with  a  folio  atlas  of  61  plates.  ( 1846)  :  and  a  Report 
on  Crustacea,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  aggregating 
1620  pages  (1853),  accompanied  by  a  folio  atlas  of 
ninety  plates  (1854).  A  large  part  of  the  drawing  [ 
of  the  plates  in  both  books  was  made  by  the  ex-  | 


plorer's  own  hand.  These  were  published  by  the 
government  in  Washington,  and  only  a  hundred 
copies  of  each  were  issued. 

In  1850  he  was  appointed  Silliman  professor  of 
Natural  History  and  Geology  in  Yale  College,  and 
entered  into  the  administration  of  the  chair  in  1856. 
The  subsequent  delivery  of  the  lectures  on  natural 
history  by  others  led  to  a  change  in  the  title  of  the 
professorship,  in  1864,  to  that  of  Geology  and  Min- 
eralogy. During  the  earlier  years  of  his  professor- 
ship the  measures  were  adopted  which  transformed 
the  rudimentary  Scientific  School  of  Yale  College 
into  that  great  institution  which  bears  the  name  of 
its  chief  benefactor,  and  is  widely  known  as  the 
Sheffield  Scientific  School.  In  the  plans  fur  its  ex- 
pansion Dana  took  an  active  and  infiuential  part. 
He  inquired  into  the  work  of  kindred  institutions 
in  Europe,  as  they  were  described  to  him  by  those 
who  had  lately  returned  from  studies  abroad,  and 
he  advocated  the  adoption  of  some  of  their  methods. 
He  urged  the  securing  of  an  endowment,  and  he 
pointed  out  the  uses  that  could  be  made  of  funds 
which  should  be  supplementary  and  auxiliarv  to 
those  already  held  by  Yale  College.  The  cabinet  of 
minerals  belonging  to  Yale  received  a  great  deal  of 
attention  and  care.  Professor  Dana  undertook  its 
arrangement  and  the  preparation  of  labels,  conform- 
ing closely  to  his  own  manual  of  Mineralogv,  and 
he  encouraged  the  students  and  public  to  visit  freely 
the  collections.  He  w^as  one  of  the  original  board 
of  trustees,  and  the  construction  of  the  building, 
as  regards  internal  arrangements,  was  largely  deter- 
mined by  plans  made  by  him. 

Like  Silliman,  Dana  was  soon  invited  to  deliver 
public  lectures  in  difi'erent  cities,  usually  under  the 
auspices  of  Young  Alen's  Institutes.  The  only  ex- 
tended tour  that  he  consented  to  make  was  made  in 
the  winter  of  1857,  when  he  visited,  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, Utica,  Fort  Plains,  Canajoharie,  Buttalo,  Cleve- 
land, Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg.  From  the 
enthusiastic  report  of  his  lecture  upon  "Corals"  in 
Utica,  his  native  place,  it  is  obvious  that  he  held  the 
audience  in  delighted  attention.  "Xo  scientific  lectur- 
er ever  spoke  more  directly  than  he  to  the  popular 
appreciation  and  instruction.  To  lively  and  pic- 
turesque language  he  added  an  earnest,  distinct  and 
pleasant  delivery."  Not  far  from  thirty  years  had 
passed  since  the  Utica  schoolboy  was  collecting 
rocks  and  minerals,  and  now  he  came  "home"  with 
wide  experience,  high  station  and  national  renown, 
to  address  his  townsmen  on  the  most  fascinating 
branches  of  geological  investigation. 

For  fifty  years  Mr.  Dana  was  associate  editor  of 
the  American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  now  the 
oldest  scientific  paper  in  the  United  States.  The 
duties  connected  with  this  journal  received  a  large 
portion  of  his  time,  for  thr.t  period,  a  service  entitled 
to  ample  recognition.  This  journal  was  founded  bv 
the  elder  Benjamin  Silliman  in  1818,  and  conducted 
chieriy  by  him  alone  until  1838,  when  his  sort.  Ben- 
jamin Silliman,  Jr..  late  professor  of  chemistry-  in 
the  college,  was  associated  with  him,  and  with  the 
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hcginniii)^  of  tlie  second  series  Mr..  Dana,  soon  to 
Ije  made  Professor  of  Geology  and  Mineralogy,  be- 
<.aim.'  also  one  of  the  editors-in-chief.  Tliese  two 
j^entleinen  then  carried  on  the  work  together,  the 
.senior  editor  having  retired,  but  later  most  of  the 
<.dit(jrial  labor  devolved  upon  f'rof.  Dana,  and  this 
remained  true  until  the  later  years  of  his  life.  Then 
these  duties  were  assumed  by  his  son,  Edward  S. 
Dana,  whose  name  appears  among  its  editors-in- 
cliief  in  1875. 

Dana's  Manual  of  Geology  first  appeared  in  1862. 
and  the  subsequent  editions  came  in  1874.  1880  and 
1895.  This  work,  as  his  son  has  said,  is  not  simply 
a  compilation  of  facts,  but  a  development  of  the 
whole  subject  with  a  breadth,  philosophy  and  orig- 
inality of  treatment  that  have  seldom  been  attempt- 
ed. Among  his  works  in  book  form  are  "System 
of  Mineralogy"  (New  Haven.  1837;  5th  edition,  re- 
vised. New  York,  1868)  ;  "Manual  of  Mineralogy" 
(New  Haven,  1848:  4th  edition,  revised  in  New- 
York,  1881);  "Coral  Reefs  and  Islands"  (New- 
York,  1853);  "Manual  of  Geology"  (Philadelphia, 
1863 ;  3d  edition,  revised  in  New  York,  1880)  ; 
"Text  Book  of  Geology"  (1864;  4th  edition,  revised, 
1883);  "Coral  and  Coral  Islands"  (New  York, 
1853)  ;  "The  Geological  Story  Briefly  Told"  (1875; 
levised,  1895). 

Professor  Dana  was  a  member  of  scientific  socie- 
ties in  the  United  States  afid  abroad,  including  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  the  Institute  of  France, 
the  Royal  Academy  of  the  Lincei  of  Rome,  the 
Royal  Academies  of  Berlin,  Vienna  and  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Science  in  the  United  States.  For  a  time 
I'e  attended  the  meetings  of  the  American  .Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  the  Na- 
tional Academy  of  Sciences,  of  both  of  w-hich 
lie  was  chosen  president.  But  he  had  no  liking  for 
such  assemblies,  and  as  years  went  on  he  excused 
himself  more  and  more  frequently  from  engage- 
ments which  took  him  away  from  home  at  periods 
fixed  for  the  convenience  of  others.  Throughout 
his  later  life  academic  honors  had  been  abundant. 
Amherst  College  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  in  1853,  before  he  en- 
tered upon  the  professorship  of  Yale.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  like  distinction  at  Harvard,  in  1886, 
and  at  Edinburgh  in  1889;  from  Munich,  in  1872, 
he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phil- 
osophy. On  several  occasions  he  w-as  the  recipient 
of  distinctions  still  more  personal.  The  Copley  medal 
was  awarded  him  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London.  Five  years  before,  in  1872.  the 
Wollastan  medal  of  the  Royal  Geological  .'society 
of  L.ondon  had  been  awarded  to  him  for  his  con- 
tributions to  mineralog-\-  and  geologv.  The  Royal 
Society  of  New  South  Wales  awarded  him  the  Clark 
}iIemorial  medal,  in  1882. 

Professor  Dana's  religious  life  "was  simple  and 
devout,  full  of  good  will  to  all  men.  absolutely  fr:e 
from  dogmatism  and  obtrusiveness.     Even  among 


his  most  intimate  friends  he  rarely  referred  to  his 
inmost  convictions  and  hopes."  Just  before  the  ex- 
pedition sailed  he  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  New  Haven,  and  in  later  life  he 
was  a  comnumicant  in  the  college  church  and  was 
cop-stant  in  his  attendance  upon  divine  worshi]).  In 
national  politics  he  was  deeply  interested  in  all  the 
controversies  that  preceded  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
strongly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  but 
never  participated  in  public  meetings. 

Some  months  after  Mr.  Dana's  return  from  the 
Pacific,  he  announced  his  engagement  to  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Sillinian.  daughter  of  his  former  teacher, 
Benjamin  Silliman,  and  sister  of  his  future  colleague, 
Benjamin  Silliman.  Jr.  The  marriage  took  place  in 
New  Haven,  June  5,  1844,  and  after  that  New  Haven 
v.as  his  permanent  abode.  The  happiness  of  the 
liome  was  greatly  increased  by  the  children  that 
from  time  to  time  came  into  it.  These  were  six  in 
all,  of  whom  four  survive,  two — a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter— died  of  diphtheria  in  early  childhood,  in  Au- 
gust, 1861.  The  eldest  daughter.  Frances,  has  been 
since  November,  1870,  the  wife  of  George  D.  Coit, 
of  Norw-ich,  Conn.  The  eldest  son,  Edward  Salis- 
bury, is  w-ell  known  as  his  father's  associate  in  the 
faculty  of  Yale  University,  and  in  the  editorship  of 
the  Journal  of  Science.  Another  son.  Arnold  Guyot, 
is  connected  with  the  Financial  Chronicle,  edited  by 
his  uncle.  William  B.  Dana,  in  New  York  City. 
The  youngest  daughter  is  still  her  mother's  com- 
painon. 

Prof.  Dana  died  at  his  home  on  Hillhouse  ave- 
nue, New  Haven,  April  14,  1895. 

JOHN  JOEL  OSBORN,  for  many  years  one 
of  New  Haven's  leading  business  men  and  promi- 
nent citizens,  and  several  of  whose  children  are 
now  identified  with  the  city's  interests,  notably  John 
J.  and  Frederick  A.  (the  latter  engaged  in  the  life 
insurance  business),  was  a  representative  of  one  of 
New  Haven's  Colonial  families — a  family  whose  de- 
scendants have  been  closelv  allied  with  the  growth 
and  progress  of  the  city  and  vicinity,  the  name  oc- 
curring in  different  lines  of  trade  and  in  the  vari- 
ous professions  through  a  period  of  260  years. 

Born  Dec.  18.  1817.  in  New  Haven.  Conn.,  Mr. 
Osborn  was  a  sen  of  Joel  and  Nancv  (Hitchcock) 
Osborn.  and  a  grandson  of  Capt.  ^Medad  and  Ra- 
chael  ( Hotchkiss )  Osborn.  both  Captain  and  Joel 
Osborn  being  of  New  Haven,  and  were  engaged  in 
farming  and  manufacturing  in  the  line  of  woolen 
goods.  Capt.  Me  dad  Osborn  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution. 

It  is  stated  in  Atwater's  history  of  New  Haven 
that  John  Joel  Osborn  was  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Thomas  Osborn,  who  set- 
tled in  New  Haven  in  1638.  Savage,  in  his  "Gen- 
ealogical Dictionary  of  New  England."  gives  a 
Thomas  Osborn  of  New  Haven.  i'i39.  '"^'I'l  3s  remov- 
ing to  Easthampton.  L.  I.,  in  1(150.  The  town  of 
Easthampton    was    purchased    as    far    eastward    as 
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Montauk  in  1648  by  Tlieophilus  Eaton.  Governor 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Hav.n,  and  Edward  \\c,\t- 
kins,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  ilie 
benefit  of  the  original  settlers,  and  was  assigned  to 
them  in  the  spring  of  1651.  Six  of  the  nine  original 
settlers  of  the  town  were  from  Lynn,  Mass.,  to  that 
point.  Thomas  Osborn's  name  is  not  given  as  one 
of  the  original  nine  settlers,  but  it  is  one  on  the  list 
of  those  who  followed,  and  became  verv  earlv  their 
associates.  Hedges,  in  his  Address  and  History  of 
Easthampton,  L.  I.  (1839),  from  which  the  fore- 
going relative  to  Easthampton  was  taken,  says  that 
Thomas  Osborn  died  Sept.  12,  171 2,  aged  ninety 
years,  and  that  the  "Osborn  family  appears  to  have 
been  eminent  for  their  industry,  frugality,  morality 
and  piety." 

John  Joel  Osborn  early  met  with  a  two-fold  mis- 
fortune— the  loss  of  his  father  and  his  own  health — 
his  father  dying  when  the  lad  was  eight  years  of 
age,  and  for  seven  years  John  J.  was  an  invalid 
confined  to  the  house,  .\fter  the  regaining  of  his 
health  he  attended  a  well-known  school  at  W'ilbra- 
ham,  Mass.  He  returned  from  school  in  1833,  3t  a 
period  when  the  city  of  Xew  Haven  seemed  to  be 
the  center  of  the  carriage  manufacturing  business 
of  the  cotmtry.  Young  Osborn  became  an  appren- 
tice to  the  carriage  business  with  Isaac  Mix  &  Sons, 
then  one  of  the  two  leading  firms  in  the  business  in 
that  city,  the  other  being  James  Grewster.  This 
firm  failed  during  the  panic  of  1837,  and  Mr.  Osborn 
found  emplo_\Tnent  in  a  carriage  factorv  in  the  town 
of  Milford,  Conn.,  and  two  years  later,  in  1839. 
bought  out  his  employer.  In  1840  Mr.  Osborn 
closed  up  the  Milford  business,  and  became  asso- 
ciated in  the  same  kind  of  business  as  a  partner  of 
the  late  Henry  Hooker,  of  carriage  manufacture 
note,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hooker  &  Osborn. 
These  gentlemen  in  1841  established  a  branch  house 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  soon  afterward  another 
branch  at  New  Orleans,  La.  .  Mr.  Osborn  took 
charge  of  the  house  at  Richmond  and  lived  in  that 
city  from  1841  to  1852.  and  built  up  an  extensive 
business.  On  July  i,  1855,  Mr.  Osborn  purchased 
Mr.  Hooker's  interest  in  the  business  in  Richmond 
and  New  Haven,  and  the  following  vear  took  in 
with  him  as  a  partner  John  Adriance.  and  the  two 
were  associated  together  in  carrying  on  the  business 
until  1879,  when  Mr.  Osborn  retired  from  active 
business,  and  thereafter  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  25,  1887,  devoted  his  time  to  his  pri- 
vate business  affairs.  His  career  was  one  of  marked 
success,  he  early  displayed  characteristics  which  go 
to  make  up  a  successful  business  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  judgment  and  ability,  and  his 
opinions  were  regarded  a;  of  the  best — good  and 
safe — and  he  was  not  infrequently  consulted  in  re- 
gard to  business  matters.  He  owned  considerable 
property  in  New  Haven.  He  was  a  plain,  unassum- 
ing gentleman  and  greatly  attached  to  his  family 
and  home. 

On  June  27,  1853,  Mr.  Osborn  was  married  to 


I  Charlotte  A.  Gilbert,  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  (Jilbcrt.  a  retired   Xew  Haven  mer- 
j  chant,  and  a  descendant  of  Judge  Matthew  Gilbert, 
I  an    early    settler    of    the    Colonv    of    New    Haven. 
[  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  father  of  Mrs.  Osborn,  was  the  son 
I  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  who  was  a  farmer  and  shoema- 
k;r  in  the  town  of  Huntington,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn. 
j   He  served  in  the  Revolutionarv  war.     Six  children 
were  born  to  John   J.  and  Charlotte  A.    (Gilbert) 
Osborn,   namely:    Curtis   E..   who  died  an   infant; 
Robert  G. ;  John  J.;   Frederick  A.;  Virginia;  and 
Selden  Yale. 

JARED  BENHAM.  The  expression  the  "dig- 
nity of  labor"  is  exemplified  in  the  life  record  of 
this  gentleman,  who,  without  reserve,  attributes  his 
success  to  earnest  work.  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
force  of  character,  purposeful  and  energetic,  and  his 
keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment  are  shown 
in  his  capable  management  of  what  is  one  of  the 
leading  industrial  concerns  of  Hamden — the  Ham- 
den  ]ilanufacturing  Co. — of  which  he  is  president. 

Mr.  Benham  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  Alay  18,  1823,  and  belongs  to  an  old 
New  Haven  county  family.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Deacon  Joseph  Benham,  was  a  native  of  the 
town  of  Cheshire,  born  in  1750.  and  there  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  learned  the  tanner's  and  shoe- 
maker's trades.  After  his  marriage  he  came  to 
Hamden,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  chosen 
occupation  throughout  his  active  business  life,  but 
he  spent  his  last  days  in  retirement  from  labor  with 
the  father  of  our  subject.  He  always  took  a  deep 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  was  numbered  among 
the  useful  and  respected  citizens  of  the  communitv 
in  w-hich  he  lived.  In  Cheshire  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bunnell,  a  native  of  that  town,  born  about 
1752.  She  died  in  Hamden  in  1S32,  and  he  passed 
away  in  the  same  place  Jan.  25,  1836.  and  both  were 
buried  in  the  Hamden  Plains  cemetery.  They  were 
earnest,  consistent  Christian  people,  and  held'  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
^Ir.  Benham  was  a  deacon.  Their  children  were 
George,  Amos,  Ransom,  Betsey.  Ada.  Jared  (who 
died  at  sea)  and  Isaac,  all  now  deceased. 

Isaac  Benham.  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom 
in  Hamden  Aug.  2,  1791,  and  received  only  a  dis- 
trict-school education.  He  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade  with  his  father,  and  made  the  same  his  life 
work.  He  owned  the  small  farm  on  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides,  partly  built  a  house,  and  made 
other  improvements  upon  the  place.  The  house  is 
still  standing,  and  is  kept  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Ben- 
ham was  noted  for  his  teinperate  habits,  was  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  class-leader  and  held  several 
church  offices.  Politically  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  a  Republican,  but  never  sought  political  hon- 
ors. On  ^larch  8.  181 5,  he  married  Miss  Annie 
Tattle,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Tattle,  and  a  school 
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teacher,  who  was  horn  in  Middlehurv,  Conn.,  Jan. 
20,  1795,  and  died  in  Hamden  Ausj.  2,  1876.  She 
■was  a  lady  of  education  and  refinement,  and  was  also 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  father  died  at  his  home  in  Hamden, 
Jan.  23,  1879,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  he  had 
received  in  the  bowels,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  the 
side  of  his  wife  in  the  family  cemetery  in  Hamden 
Plains.  To  them  were  born  four  children :  ( i ) 
William,  born  March  4,  18 17,  a  retired  citizen  of 
North  Haven,  married  }vlarch  27.  1843,  Xancy  fvcs. 
who  was  born  Awg.  22,  1817,  and  died  July  11,  1884, 
tlie  mother  of  two  children.  Addie  Betsey  and  Anna 
Nancy.  (2.)  Isaac,  born  July  6,  1S21,  died  when 
one  clay  old.  (3)  Jared  is  the  subject  proper  of 
this  review.  (4)  Betsey  Ann.  born  Sept.  30,  1827, 
died  July  30,  1846.  Isaac  Benham,  the  father,  was 
a  most  remarkably  well-preserved  man.  and  at  his 
advanced  age  he  was  spoken  of  by  all  as  a  man  who 
surely  would  live  to  be  one  hundred.  He  lived  a 
most  exemplary  life,  his  influence  and  example  al- 
ways for  right  and  the  bettennent  of  all. 

The  common  schools  of  Hamden  afforded  Jared 
Benham  his  educational  advantages,  but  he  was  able 
to  attend  school  only  through  the  winter  months, 
as  he  was  employed  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  on  the  home  farm,  or  by  neighboring  farmers, 
after  he  attained  his  fifteenth  year,  and  his  small 
wages  went  toward  the  support  of  his  parents  until 
"he  attained  his  majority.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
his  father  gave  him  Sioo  and  a  cheap  satinet  suit  of 
clothes,  as  was  the  style  those  days,  as  a  bonus,  and 
he  found  emplovment  in  the  rubber  shop  of  L.  Can- 
dee  &  Co.,  of  Hamden,  where  he  at  first  worked  for 
$1  per  day.  During  the  eleven  years  he  remained 
"with  that  company,  by  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties,  he  worked  his  way  upward  to  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  packing  department.  The 
following  year  he  engaged  in  farming  m  Hamden, 
and  then  obtained  a  position  in  the  auger  and  bit 
manufactory  of  W.  Churchill  &  Co.,  where  he  was 
graduallv  advanced  until  he  became  manager  of  the 
plant.  Later  he  was  a  stockholder  of  Ives  &  Co.. 
in  the  same  line  of  business,  and  when  that  firm  dis- 
■continued  business  he  became  a  stockholder,  man- 
ager and  treasurer  of  the  Hamden  Manufacturing 
Co.  On  the  retirement  of  Horace  P.  Shares  as 
president  he  was  elected  to  that  office,  which  he  has 
■since  filled,  in  connection  with  that  of  assistant  treas- 
T.trer,  to  the' entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

In  1844,  in  Hamden.  Mr.  Benham  married  Mis-^ 
T^hoda  M.  Woodin,  a  native  of  that  town,  and  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Betsey  ( Cooper)  Woodin. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Benjamin  \\'oodin, 
lier  maternal  grandfather  Abram  Cooper,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Two  children  have  been 
"born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benham:  (  i)  Charles  Isaac, 
secretary  and  manager  of  the  Hamden  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  was  married  May  9.  1867.  to  Miss  Enmia 
Adelle  Dorman,  and  they  have  children  as  follows: 
Charles  Jared,  a  thrifty  and  enterprising  merchant 


in  the  tlour,  feed  and  grain  business  in  New  Haven, 
born  April  12,  i8f^^,  married  Dec.  25,  1890,  Miss 
Kathleen  Peters,  of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y.,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Mildred  Adelle,  born  Jan.  7,  1892;  Sarah 
M.  was  born  Oct.  17,  1882;  and  Leroy  Orrin  was 
born  March  7,  1891.  (2)  Jared  A.,  also  with  the 
Hamden  Manufacturing  Co..  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  schools  of  New  Haven.  He 
was  married  Dec.  4,  1870,  to  Ineetta  Potter.  He 
is  very  prominent  in  social  circles,  is  a  member  of 
Day  Spring  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Hamden;  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  Sterling  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  all  of 
Xew  Haven ;  Ansantawae  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  M. ;  Jun- 
ior Order  United  American  Mechanics  ;  Washington 
Camp,  P.  O.  S.  A. ;  Golden  Rule  Encampment,  I. 
O.  O.  F. ;  and  the  Mutual  .\id  Association. 

By  his  ballot  Jared  Benham.  our  subiect.  has 
supported  first  the  Whig  and  later  the  Republican 
party,  but  he  has  never  sought  political  preferment, 
though  he  was  at  one  time  a  candidate  for  repre- 
sentative, losing  the  election  by  a  single  vote.  He 
had  frequently  declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be 
used  as  a  candidate,  and  this  defeat  came  at  a  time 
when  Hamden  was  a  Democratic  town.  At  the  regu- 
lar election  the  vote  was  tie.  which  was  voted  over 
on  the  day  after  election,  at  which  time  Mr.  Ben- 
ham was  bedfast  with  pneumonia.  In  town  affairs 
Mr.  Benham  looks  first  to  the  man,  and  his  political 
connection  has  been  simply  that  of  a  good  citizen, 
who  has  at  heart  the  town's  welfare.  He  is  well 
known  and  highly  respected  by  all  classes  on  ac- 
count of  his  sterling  worth.  He  continues  to  reside 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements, including  the  erection  of  a  fine' resi- 
dence, supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and 
this  beautiful  home  is  noted  for  its  hospitalitv  and 
good  cheer.  For  the  success  that  Mr.  Benham  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit,  for  it  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  welt-directed  efforts  and 
strict  integrity. 

In  church  affairs  Mr.  Benham  has  shown  greater 
activity  than  in  politics.  He  has  always  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  church  work,  as  also  was  his 
estimable  wife  in  her  lifetime.  In  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  during  over  forty-five  years,  he 
was  always  in  some  office,  holding  every  office  in  the 
church  at  different  times,  except  that  of  class-leader, 
which  he  declined.  In  Sabbath-school  work  he  took 
an  active  part.  He  was  for  years  a  teacher,  and  for 
almost  thirty  years  was  superintendent.  The  fol- 
lowing set  of  resolutions  were  given  him  by  Ham- 
den Plains  Sabbath-school  in  recognition  of  his 
faithful  services: 

Whrrkas,  Our  esteemed  brother.  Tared  Benh.irn,  has 
for  more  than  a  qmrter  of  a  centurv  tilled  ihe  office  of 
Sabbath  School  Superintendent  in  the  .Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Hamden  Plains,  C^inn., 

lt,'.i,ili-,il.  That  the  Sabbath  School  Bo.-rd.  composed  of 
officers  and  teachers,  and  representinir  more  than  'IW  mem- 
bers, do  record  our  hii^h  estmiate  of  the  abilily.  the  integ- 
rity, the  liberality,  and  the  sel£-denymg   labjrs  of  our  dear 
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brother,  whose  disinterested  efforts  for  the  welfare   of  the 
school,  we  have  seen  and  admired. 

Resolved,  That  his  presence  in  the  school  has  yielded  us 
the  highest  gratification,  and  his  cheerful  spirit  and  strong 
and  steady  faith  in  God  has  enlisted  our  affection  and 
inspired  us  with  greater  efforts  in  the  work  of  our  blessed 
Lord. 

Jiesolved,  That  we  desire  Heaven's  richest  blessings  to 
rest  upon  him  and  thai  the  same  may  attend  him  through. 
life. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  ent'-red  in  the  Sab- 
bath School  record  book,  also  that  a  copy  be  prepared   and 
neatly  framed  and  presented  to  Brother  Eenham. 
Hamden,  Conn.,  .March,  1^84. 

[Signed]  Nelson  L.  Porter, 

Hubert  E.  Warner. 
Edward  D.  Sa.nford. 

Mrs.  Jared  Benham  died  May  22,  1901,  after 
lifty-six  years  of  married  life,  and  was  buried  in 
Hamden  Plains  cemetery.  She  was  a  noble,  kind- 
hearted.  Christian  woman,  who  had  the  profound 
respect  of  every  one.  The  life  of  Mr.  Benham  has 
been  one  of  constant  effort  to  do  unto  others  as  he 
wished  to  be  done  by.  Xo  man  in  Hamden  has, 
to  any  greater  extent,  the  respect  of  every  one.  His 
kind  and  gentle  manner  is  known  of  by  old  and 
young.  His  remarkable  activity  and  well-preserved 
condition  are  the  result  of  a  temperate  life  and  regu- 
lar habits.  When  eigiiteen  years  old  he  made  his 
mother  a  promise  never  to  use  tobacco,  and  he  never 
did  afterward.  He  tasted  ale  once  when  a  young 
man,  and  that  was  the  last  time  he  ever  used  intoxi- 
cants, and  he  is  just  as  strong  in  example  as  in  pre- 
cept. He  was  a  "home  spun'  boy  of  his  time,  reared 
under  Christian  influence  and  teachings, and  has  ever 
endeavored  to  live  a  Christian  life,  not  one  day.  but 
seven  days  in  the  week.  His  nearly  eighty  years 
of  life  have  been  spent,  with  exception  of  a  few 
years,  at  the  same  home  where  he  is  now  passing  the 
evening  of  his  well-spent  life. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN.  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and  Geology  in 
Yale  College  from  1802  to  1865,  and  the  most  emi- 
nent teacher  of  Natural  Science  of  his  time  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born  in  North  Stratford  (now  Trumbull), 
Conn.,  Aug.  8.  1779.  In  the  following  pages  we 
quote  freely  from  the  memoirs  of  Prof.  Silliman  by 
Prof.  George  P.  Fisher. 

Daniel  Silliman.  the  first  of  the  name  who  set- 
tled in  Fairfield.  Conn.,  is  understood  in  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  family  to  have  been  an  immigrant  from 
Holland.  "Later  discoveries,  in  which  Professor 
Silliman  was  inuch  interested,  indicate  that  the  fam- 
ily was  of  Italian  origin.  At  the  epoch  of  the  Ref- 
ormation persons  bearing  the  name  of  Sillimandi, 
and  professing  the  Reformed  faith,  removed  from 
Lucca,  in  Tuscany,  and  took  refuge  in  Geneva,  then 
the  common  resort  of  persecuted  Protestant?.  Their 
descendants,  who  had  dropped  the  terminal  syllable 
di  from  the  name,  are  found  established  in  Swit- 
zerland. They  have  among  them  the  tradition  that 
a  member  of  their  family,  named  Daniel  Silliman, 
■who  had  held  a  civil  office  in  Berne,  left  that  citv 


for  political  reasons  and  went  to  America  about  the 
time  of  the  Puritan  emigration  from  England.  There 
sre  strong  reasons  for  Ijclieving  that  the  first  Daniel 
Silliman  of  I-'airficld  was  cither  the  emigrant  from 
Berne,  or  a  near  relative.  In  this  case  Holland  may 
have  been  a  temporary  place  of  sojourn,  and  at  any 
rate,  from  Holland  he  would  naturally  emljark  for 
America,  which  will  perhaps  account  for  the  tradi- 
tion which  identifies  the  progenitor  of  the  Fairfield 
Sillimans  with  that  country." 

Judge  Ebenezer  Silliman  (1707-1775),  thi^ 
grandfather  of  Professor  Silliman,  was  a  graduate 
of  Yale  College  in  the  cla.-s  of  1727;  he  pursued  the 
profession  of  law,  became  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  Colony,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council.  He  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  landed  estate,  and  an  influential  man  in  public 
affairs.  His  son.  Gen.  Gold  Selhck  Silliman  (1732- 
1790),  the  father  of  Professor  Silliman,  was  like- 
wise graduated  from  Yale  College,  in  1752.  After 
engaging  for  a  short  time  in  business  he  studied 
law,  and  became  a  successful  practitioner  at  the  Bar. 
as  is  indicated  by  his  holding  the  office  of  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  County.  He  had  interested 
himself  in  military  aff'airs,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolution  was  a  Colonel  of  Cavalry  in  the  local 
militia.  But  during  most  of  the  war  he  was  Brig- 
adier-General, and  was  charged  with  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  defense  of  the  Southwestern  front- 
ier of  Connecticut,  which,  on  accoimt  of  the  long 
occupation  of  the  City  of  New  York  and  West- 
chester county,  as  well  as  Long  Island,  by  the  Brit- 
ish, was  a  post  requiring  much  vigilance  and  effi- 
ciency. He  took  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  regiment 
early  in  1776,  was  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and 
both  in  that  retreat  and  in  the  retreat  of  the  Ameri- 
can forces  from  New  York  City  his  command  was 
placed  as  the  rear  guard.  He  bore  a  perilous  and 
honorable  part  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  and  on 
this,  as  on  several  other  occasions,  narrowly  escaped 
the  balls  of  the  enemy.  While  serving  in  the  camp 
of  Washington,  Gen.  Silliman  enjoyed  his  confi- 
dence. In  May,  1779,  a  party  that  was  sent  to 
Lloyd's  Neck  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  surprised  Gen. 
Silliman  in  his  own  house,  and  for  a  year  he  re- 
mained a  prisoner  on  parole  at  Flatbush  and  Graves- 
end,  L.  I.     Subsequently  he  was  exchanged. 

On  his  mother's  side  Professor  Silliman  was  di- 
i  rcctly  descended  from  Pilgrims  of  the  "Mayflower.'" 
I  His  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca 
I  Peabody,  was  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Peabody. 
i  who  lies  buried  in  Little  Conipton,  R.  I.,  and  was 
i  well  reruembered  bv  her  grandson,  she  dying  in  her 
I  eightieth  year  at  his  father's  house,  and  she  was 
i  fourteen  when  her  grandmother  died:  and  her 
j  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John  Alden  and  Pris- 
!  cilia  Mullins,  the  legend  of  whose  love,  which 
I  brought  disappointment  to  the  hopes  of  Miles  Stand- 
i  ish,  has  been  commemorated  in  Mr.  Longfellow's 
j  verse. 
I         The  grandfather  of  Professor  Silliman  in  the 


3344 


